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Photo above shows St. John's Anglican Cathedral, Brisbane, 
awaiting extension. The following extracts are from the 
Courier Mail:— 15th Nov., 1962: "The tenders for com-
pletion of the Cathedral are twice the estimate of the 
Church Architect. Two firms are believed to have tendered 
over £1,000,000 for masonry work alone". 3rd Dec., 1962: 
"Committee met to revise the costs". 24th June, 1964: 
"The Synod were told that new proposals for the partial 
completion of the Cathedral were in hand". 29th Aug., 
1964: "Anglican authorities said the new proposals were 
still being considered". 30th Oct., 1964: "A further 
gift of stone from the Public Library demolition — 13} cubic 
yards—was presented to the Cathedral Rebuilding Appeal". 
This protracted agony is causing much concern. Perhaps the 
decision to compete the Cathedral Nave in the Gothic 
style, as designed by J. L. & K. C. Pearson, architects, in 
1901, may prove to be impossible. Extensions could be made 
to the Cathedral without resorting to pseudo Gothic. No 
wonder it is proving expensive to build in 1964. The stone-
mason craft which created the glories of the past are not 
available, but this anachronistic thinking does not seem to 
have penetrated the committees responsible. The church 
architects have lost touch somewhere. See the latest appal-
ling Old People's Home at Chelmer. From the sketch 
(shown below) the whole scheme does not reflect the quality 
of St. John's Village at Glebe, N.S.W., nor the War 
Veterans' Home at Narrabeen, N.S.W. (C-S 144). 

The Housing Commission of Victoria, continuing their en-
lightened policy of slum clearance, have made another im-
portant step in appointing two firms of private architects, 
Messrs. Boileau, Henderson & Lodge and Mr. Neil Clerehan, 
to act in conjunction on the design and supervision of a 27-
storey point block in Carlton. Construction, decided upon 
by H.C. research, will be r. conc. load-bearing wall panels 
pre-cast on site, with maximum wall thickness of 8". 
(j After devoting almost an entire column of last month's 
C-S to arch+ Neville Gruzman's rationalization of the pro-
posed sixty-storey extension to Sydney's Chevron-Hilton, it is 
anti-climatic to report that the project was not approved by 
the Sydney City Council and that the financing group has 
now withdrawn. 

December I, 1964. 

In Templestowe, an outer suburb of Melbourne, this house, 
designed and lived in by archi John Reed, presents to the 
outside a simple and "anonymous non-featurist" type of 
architecture that makes it virtually unique. The interior is 
given a touch of theatricality with four peeled radiata pine 
logs which support the exposed rafters of the cement tiled 
roof. All walls: conc. block painted white. Area 13.4 squares. 
Cost: approx £390 per square. H. C. McEwan, bldr. 
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Interior of St. Silas' Church, North Balwyn, from the Bap-
tistry. This lighting installation was given the I.E.S. Award 
for Meritorious Lighting (1964). Design by Louis Williams, 
Paul and Johnson, architects (Melb.). 



(j The first annual Copper Industry Scholarship for Archi-
tects has been awarded to Kevin Borland, B.Arch.(Melb), 
A.R.A.I.A. Mr. Borland will four overseas and study "Archi-
tectural Education and ifs relationship to Architectural 
Professional Institutes throughout the world". 
¶ Neil Everist, B.Arch.(Melb), A.R.A.I.A., was awarded the 
1964 Australian Sisalkraft Research Scholarship for travel 
and study overseas or within Australia. Mr. Everist's study 
will be of "Management Practices within the Building In-
dustry, with emphasis on the Contractor". 

4 Queensland Chapter of R.A.I.A. Award for meritorious 
architecture, 1964. Non Domestic Class: St. Mary's College 
for Boys, Dalby, Q'land. A. I. Ferrier, A.R.A.I.A., archt, 
B'bane. Domestic Class: Residence at Mt. Coot-the, B'bane, 
John Dalton, A.R.A.I.A., archt, B'bane (see C-S No. 142, 
Aug., 1964). Highly commended: Shirley's Shoe Store, 
Surfers Paradise, Q'land, Robin Gibson, A.R.A.I.A., archt, 
B'bane. Residence at St. Lucia, B'bane, Bligh, Jessop, Bret-
nall & Partners, archts (see C-S No. 142, Aug., 1964). 

4 In W.A. new work in hand with the Commonwealth Dept. 
of Works includes a £2 million office block in St. George's 
Terrace; proposal is for 8 stories in one block on a 2 acre 
site; details of subsequent proposals for the site are not yet 
available. Funds have not been allocated yet for this pro-
ject, but it is likely that accommodation will be provided 
for 3 Treasury Depts. in the first unit. New CSIRO research 
labs. in Shenton Park, W.A., will go out to tender in Jan. 
(estimated cost if million). PMG's new telephone ex-
change, Pier St., Perth, to cost £220,000, is due for com-
pletion in June next. The general impression at present 
is of a number of naked skeletons punctuating the city core 
and surroundings—situation somewhat resembling that in 
Melbourne in 1957. Although the majority of the new work 
in progress or in immediate prospect, is multi-stored office 
blocks, the rejuvenation of the shopping areas is involving 
some major expenditure. Dispersal of shopping centres is 
also a noticeable feature of the growth of Perth, and the 
Floreat Park development will be an item in our next issue. 
Public interest in what is going on in the development of 
the city and environs is worthy of note—and whether or 
not the opinions expressed are rational, it is a healthy sign. 
The "save-the-Barracks" battle has subsided to be replaced 
by a "save-the-Brewery" argument (here the protagonists 
seem to be in the minority); and sandwiched between the 
two, the cry of "don't fill in any more of our River" is still 
heard. Objectors to the "aesthetics" advisory committee 
(C-S No. 143, Sept., 1964) appear to be confined within the 
profession. 
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This school (A. I. Ferrier, archt), is a first-class building 
which sets a cracking pace for the State Government Archi-
tects, who have an enormous school programme over this 
vast State (schools as far away as Cooktown are designed 
in the Brisbane offices of the State Works Dept.). Over the 
last two years two notable appointments have been made in 
this Department—Chief Architect and Assistant Architect to 
the U/Secretary of Works—both are Cabinet appointments: 
D. J. Mercer, F.R.A.I.A., A.R.I.B.A., Assistant to U/Sec. of 
Works, P. J. Gardner, A.R.A.I.A., Chief Architect. Both 
are under 40 and graduated in 1953. These two have already 
shown an energetic grasp of the situation and everyone 
is expecting a marked improvement in the Design standard 
of the Public Works. 

This is the Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron's Clubhouse, 
Manly Boat Harbour, Moreton Bay, Q'land. Designed as the 
result of a limited competition, it displays a certain "brio", 
but is a long way from the functional nautical tradition of 
directness and economy of form. Construction is r. conc. 
frame on piles, waffle slab, timber convulated roof. Storage 
for about 30 boats. Douglas and Barnes, archts; R. J. McWil-
liam, str. engr.; J. 12. Booker Constructions, bldr. 
(j The September issue of C.S.R. Building Materials' spon-
sored "Building Ideas" reached an exceptionally high stan-
dard of architectural journalism in reviews of four examples 
of living complexes for different age groups: university stu-
dents (Goldstein Hall, U. of N.S.W.); boys 7-12 years old 
(St. Andrew's Presbyterian Agricultural College, C-S No. 
140); and elderly people (St. John's Village, Glebe, and 
the War Veterans' Home, Narrabeen, C-S No. 144). Gold-
stein Hall was the subject of a dicussion and reply article by 
its designer Peter Hall and Don Gazzard, the sort of frank, 
sincere and professional exchange of views that unfortunately 
is no longer found in that other sincere and professional 
journal, "Architecture in Australia". This discussion ought to 
be read, incidentally, as antidote and reprisal for C-S's criti-
cism of Goldstein Hall in the March 1964 issue, No. 137. 
For the record, two views of Goldstein Hall are shown below. 
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These buildings for International House at the U of Q'land 
are now under construction. The forms are good, the accom-
modation very plush and first-class "motel-type" finish is 
promised, but it does appear that some over-elaboration of 
finishes, pattern and texture is also likely, in the motel 
tradition. The scheme consists of a number of individual 
and self-contained units. These units are 5 storeys high and 
are interconnected with suspended covered ways at the 
second storey level. This covered way then connects with 
the administrative centre at the high section of the site, 
thus obviating the need for lifts. Each unit contains an 
average of 16 bedrooms and also a Common Room, 
Kitchenette, Dining Room, Laundry and Games Area. De-
signed this way for the following reasons: I. It is envisaged 
that the project will be built in progressive stages. Each 
building will be complete and subsequent building work will 
cause minimum disruption. 2. The site area is restricted and 
low lying. 3. The buildings are to look residential in charac-
ter (and not like a barracks) to blend with the surrounding 
residential development. 4. All rooms have cross ventilation 
and the breeze can get right through the site to the neigh-
bouring houses. Construction: Fireplace, vents and T.V. an-
tenna are grouped into the central flue. Reinforced concrete 
with sand coloured brick walls. The roof is to be white 
terra cotta tiles. Overhanging concrete turned down sun 
shades protect all rooms from rain and sun, giving the pro-
tection found in many of the buildings of our early Queens-
land architects. The cost of the first stage of contract is 
£147,000. Fulton, Collin & Partners, archts. (Design Partner, 
S. Trotter—last year's Sisalkraft scholarship winner—who also 
designed the Students' Union Building). R. J. McWilliam & 
Partners, str. engrs; Civil & Civic Ltd., bldrs. 

Research student Sutherland Lyall is working on a M. Arch. 
thesis, "The Architectural Profession in Melbourne 1835 to 
1861". Already a list of 168 "architects" has been made. 
C-S readers with relevant documents, drawings, letters, etc., 
are asked to contact him at the Architecture School, Uni-
versity of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria (preferably by mail). 
The thesis covers all aspects of architecture and building. 
(( The recently elected Queensland Chapter Council of the 
R.A.I.A. has ushered in a change. Many senior members who 
have served the Chapter over the past years stood down 
to allow the younger ones to exercise their talents. The 
average age of the new members of the Council is 45. 
One "Fellow" is 34 and graduated in 1955, so it's a "healthy 
and courageous body of men". This suggests the winds of 
change in the Institute brought about by the increased 
number of graduates from the schools in recent years, and 
it is a development that will be watched with interest. 

 

The new Markets at Rocklea, Brisbane, are a positive eye-
sore and a mistake that must not be repeated. The Co-
ordinator-General's Dept. have thrown up 5 trust buildings 
that house agents and their goods. The lack of architec-
tural direction and control is obvious, especially as the 
architects for the Commercial Centre and the new C.O.D. 
Headquarters on the same site have done a good job. The 
contrast is terrifying and must convince the Co-ordinator-
General, Sir James Holt, an engineer, that architects are a 
necessary evil; even when on paper the project appears to 
be simple engineering. No-one could object to an honestly 
engineered building but these 5 trust buildings are not. 
Note: R.w.d.ps. sneaking across louvred windows; soil vent 
pipes 15' 0" crs., like flag poles, run the length of the 
building; no protection to r.w.d.p's at ground level; bollards 
are non-existent and trucks back and fill all day—just a 
mess and not worthy of an engineer. The Premier said that 
proposals for the new markets were first made in 1935. The 
Government has had 20 years to plan such a project, and to 
think that the sum total of the experts' " deliberation results 
in such a monstrous eyesore is food for thought. The Com-
mercial Centre was designed by architects Trude & Webster 
and built by R. & B. Constructions (Old.) Pty. Ltd. (lower 
pho+o). 
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This is Management House for the Australian Institute of 
Management, Brisbane Division, Boundary Street, Spring Hill, 
B'bane. If we are going to trust in the new science of 
Management, the results of their own particular cogitations 
ought to be much more successful than this little essay. It 
is a very clear example of muddled thinking. Leith & Bartlett 
(Melb.), archts; Trude and Webster (B'bane), supervising 
archts. 
)( In Melbourne the appointment of Assistant Chief Design 
Architect to the Victorian State Public Works has still not 
been made, even though the vacancy was gazetted as long 
as four months ago. Surely there must be some courageous 
soul who is prepared to grasp this nettle firmly. The PWD 
could do with a good shake-up in architectural design, but 
despite +heir drab reputation in this field, one would expect 
a job such as Ass. Chief Design Archt to be readily snapped 
up by one of the socially-minded imaginative architects who 
smoulder away in tiny practices or are successfully kept from 
the drawing board in larger firms. It would be a dreadful 
shame if this important staff position were left unfilled 
because of internal politics within the P.W.D. 

 

 

Construction has begun on this new Staff and Student Facili-
ties and Administration block at Moggill Farm for the Faculty 
of Veterinary Science of the University of Queensland. The 
contract was let to Messrs. Harris-James Pty. Ltd. at a tender 
price of £24,870. J. P. Birrell, University Architect. 

 



Dunlop Flooring 
for Reindeer hooves, 
Stiletto heels 
and a Merry Christmas. 

Dunlop Flooring Service 
96 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 63 0371 
27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney. 2 0969 
Centenary Place, Brisbane. 31 0271 
424 Murray Street, Perth. 21 8141 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide. 23 2611 
27 Argyle Street, Hobart. 2 6581 
18 Paterson Street, Launceston. 2 2067 
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