
In Queensland, the standard of design for Housing Com-
mission flats has shown an improvement with these at Dutton 
Park, B'bane, designed by Hayes, Scott & Henderson, archts. 
Costain, bldr. Unfortunately the H. C. still relies upon 
asphalt as its major landscaping medium. 
1f "The Australian" continues an informed policy of publish-
ing articles from interesting architects (Dr. Enrico Taglietti 
on 24 August) and still makes hilarious errors in copy—we 
were entertained to read of a great architect named Mis 
Wan der Rohe. 

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 

CROSS-SECTION 
Issue No. 144 

Two views of the 1.0.0.F. building, Mackay House, Russell 
Street, Melbourne. The aerial view shows the rocky outcrop 
of pent-house and plant room that has been the subject of 
many scornful remarks by Melbourne architects, mostly 
because it is so obviously and poorly derivative of the late 
F.L.W. C-S grants that this particular part of the building 
is clumsy, and admittedly derivative, but is hard pressed to 
name any recent building in Melbourne that isn't deriva-
tive, usually at third or fourth hand removed. The second, 
normal street level view with its convincing swathes of win-
dows and concrete dramatizes this drab end of Russell Street 
and is plainly sensible and unaffected. This is the first stage 
of a building which may ultimately reach twenty storeys. 
Construction: flat plate r. conc. with floors cantilevered 12ft. 
beyond columns around the entire perimeter. The deep 
window sills are drained to avoid dirt being washed down 
the face of the building. Cost: £222,000. Oakley and Parkes 
and Partners, archts. 

At Mornington, Victoria, a simple little house by archt Evan 
Walker, of concrete block, stained timber, steel deck stands 
out amongst its neighbouring pompous brick veneers, on a 
newly opened estate that, advertised as having a beach-like 
character, is rapidly becoming a replica of standard 
suburbia. 
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Illustration of buildings designed by W. E. Lucas, archt, for 
a proposed Paddington Arts Centre which (to quote the 
prospectus of the share-issuing Orange Tree Co-operative 
Ltd. which will build the centre) aims to fulfil "a need in 
Sydney for a meeting place which would enable people inter-
ested in the Arts to intermingle and talk in a relaxed atmo-
sphere and so increase the rapport between artists and 
society". (Not only in Sydney is there a need for such a 
place!) "This rapport would be further increased if the 
meeting place consisted of well patronised combination of 
autonomous schools and businesses connected with pure and 
applied art". This idealistic, necessary and inspired concept 
should be encouraged. C-S wishes it success. 
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~( Melbourne architects Bernard Joyce, Bill Nankervill, David 
Watson and Kerry Morrow won first prize of £5,000 and the 
commission as architects, in an international competition for 
a £I* million racecourse at Ipoh, Malaysia, for the Perak 
Turf Club. Third prize was awarded to Bogle & Banfield, 
archts, also of Melbourne, with whom Bernard Joyce had 
previously worked on the design of the grandstand at San-
down Park. 

If Walter Burley Griffin's Newman College at Melbourne 
University has not been blessed with later additions of any 
great architectural character, and one read with re-assurance 
that for St. Mary's College, a women's residential college to 
be built next to Newman, "200 samples of bricks from Mel-
bourne, country centres and N.S.W. had been tried" to find 
one which blended suitably with the existing buildings. The 
Rector of Newman is Father Michael Scott, well known for 
his world-wide knowledge of modern church architecture. 
C-S expected something good. The perspective drawing 
published at the time of an appeal for funds for St. Mary's 
shows a dumpy three-storey neo-Neo-Georgian lump of such 
incredible incongruity that it doesn't merit illustration. Some-
one please tell us that it is a macabre joke, a student's rag 
to upset our sensitive souls. 

N.S.W. State Cabinet decided to move Sydney Hospital 
from Macquarie Street to make way for a new State Parlia-
ment House. A competition in the offing? 

¶ The 1963 Wilkinson Award for domestic architecture was 
won by Allen, Jack & Collier, archts, for the design of a 
house at 36 Cleveland Street, Wahroonga (N.S.W.), owned 
by Mr. Justice Jacobs. 

If The N.S.W. Chapter of the R.A.I.A. appointed architects 
Peter Johnson, Russell Jack and Peter Webber as assessors 
for the £1,000 Sunday Telegraph contest for an "ideal Aus-
tralian project home", a project home being defined as "a 
house of standard design capable of being erected on a 
number of different sites". The house is to cost less than 
£5,000. Closing date for entries: Friday, December 18. 
Conditions from the Sunday Telegraph (Sydney). 

The steel structural framework for the State Public Offices 
in Perth (C-S No. 130, Aug. 1963) as shown above, is be-
coming a dominant feature of the city. The State Premier 
recently announced that insufficient funds existed at present 
to proceed with a second unit of the proposed five blocks, 
but that £I million would be spent on another 12-storey 
building approximately 1 mile away from the future adminis-
trative core. 

11 The Outrage exhibition (C-S No. 141, July, '64) is being 
circulated throughout N.S.W. A book based on the ex-
hibition material, plus new examples from all over Australia, 
is in preparation. 

~( Much to the chagrin of some violently patriotic Sydney 
siders, construction began of Melbourne's jet airport at 
Tullamarine. 

Perth Town Planning Commissioner J. E. Lloyd announced 
that under a re-organisation of the Town Planning Depart-
ment, five senior town planners would eventually be ap-
pointed to work solely on long-range planning in the Perth 
Metropolitan region. The first two appointments are likely 
to be made within the next six months. 

Q On the evening of Tuesday, 24th November, and all day 
on Wednesday, 25th November, the Northern Division of 
the Building Science Forum of Australia will hold a con-
ference on Building Design for Air Conditioning at the 
Chevron-Hilton Hotel, Potts Point, Sydney. Participation fee: 
Members 5 gns, Non-members 7 gns. Further details from 
the Building Science Forum of Australia, 1 King Street, New-
town, N.S.W. 

This home at Glen Waverley, Melb., encloses 10 squares with 
4 squares of car port and 2 squares of deck. It was built by 
Roy Macintosh for £5,500— price includes all fittings and 
oil furnace. Brine Wierbowski Associates, archts. The client 
required a house of large spaces, that could be added to 
as the family increases, and a high standard of detailing. 
Floor and cabinets—tallow wood; cupb'd doors black bean. 
All walls exposed conc. block. Caneite ceilings, sawn oregon 
posts and beams, steel roof deck. 
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Set astride a rock outcrop on a battle-axe shaped block ad-
joining a bushy reserve at Lane Cove, N.S.W., this is a 
happy rambling little house with a profusion of framed views 
and comfortable, informal spaces. Difficult to photograph 
with justice to the design. 134 squares plus car port, built 
by J. Burrows for £6,100. Flush jointed clinkers; stained sawn 
Oregon; metal deck on exposed strawboard ceiling. Richard 
Apperly, arch+. 

Q Perth is not taking any chances of becoming another Man-
chester or Pittsburgh, as a Clean Air Bill has recently been 
introduced in the Legislative Assembly. The intention is 
sound enough, even though the immediate need is less appar-
ent—but the hope may be expressed that implementation of 
any such legislation can be achieved through simple building 
licence procedures. The institution of yet another un-
coordinated body affecting building permits should be 
unthinkable. 



These drawings and quotations come from a report to the 
Townsville Buildings, Grounds and Development Sub-
Committee, by U of Oland Staff Architect James Birrell, on 
the Firs+ Hall of Residence for the permanent site of the 
University of North Queensland. The master plan prepared 
for the campus of the University for N. Queensland en-
visaged that every student and staff member of the University 
would be attached to a college or hall of residence where 
they would normally have lunch each day irrespective of ac-
tual residence at college. The master plan further suggested 
that buildings would generally be erected over undercrofts, not 
only to provide shade and protection from tropical down-
pours but also to elevate accommodation into the stronger 
breeze-line at first floor level and provide better views across 
the city". "Each room has a circular balcony that not only 
will allow sitting out but also provide the sun protection to 
the room below". From the drawings it would seem that the 
sun protection of the balcony will be marginal, the balconies 
being relatively narrow and shallow over a tall window, which 
faces north. The report also claims The use of circular bal-
conies is preferred for architectural reasons but also pro-
motes privacy and prevents entry of rooms except from the 
central corridor. Roofing is "tentatively proposed to be of 
clay tiles similar to Spanish Mission tiling. This type of roof 
not only shades the majority of its own surface and allows 
dissipation of heat from the tiles by ventilation, but also, in 
cyclone conditions, it should eliminate a great deal of the 
pressure variation that occurs between the inside and the 
outside of the roof —the principal cause of cyclone damage. 
Should a tile come away in high winds there would not be a 
tendency to tear off as large an area as would be the case 
with a sheet material. Further investigation will be neces- 
sary .. 	"There is no doubt that the chiaroscuro of light 
and shade from the circular balconies, slit windows, arcaded 
undercroft and the texture of the roof will be suitably im-
pressive for the first buildings at the permanent site for the 
University College at Townsville". Undercrofts nostalgic for 
the cloister, circular balconies as an exotic Honolulu touch, 
Spanish Mission type tiles. These may be strange bed fellows 
to find in a new North Queensland dormitory, but C-S 
awaits their justification in the completed building. 

Architect John James's drawing of an elevation of a mail 
distributing workshop and administrative offices for Readers 
Digest at Surrey Hills, N.S.W. The architect explains that 
the building is designed "on the lines of an Italian Palace, 
due to its massive size and rather low profile. Fibonacci 
sequences used on all rhythms to column/window units and 
major design elements. External windows designed only as 
vision strips as the whole building's artificially lit and air-
conditioned". 

Frederick Ward, design consultant to the Reserve Bank of 
Australia and the Australian National Library in Canberra, 
is the first recipient of the Essington Lewis Award—an 
award for outstanding services to industrial design estab-
lished by the Industrial Design Council of Australia as a 
memorial to its first chairman, the late Mr. Essington Lewis. 
Mr. Ward is well known for his work in the Design Unit of the 
Australian National University and as a pioneer of industrial 
design of Australia. He was instrumental in establishing the 
first professional body of industrial designers in Australia, 
known as the Society of Designers for Industry. This sub-
sequently became the Industrial Design Institute of Aus-
tralia, with chapters in N.S.W., Victoria and South Australia. 

A position for a director to investigate existing home 
building regulations in Australia and means of achieving a 
measure of uniformity throughout all States has been adver-
tised in the Commonwealth Gazette. Salary is £3,450 and 
qualifications required include a knowledge of home building 
regulations. 
II If manufacturers of building products are at all concerned 
about getting architects to use their product they should be 
more careful about the kind of blurb that is sent out by 
their advertising agencies. One recent circular had archi-
tects gasping and goggling, their gorges heaving. The cir-
cular described, as though it was applicable to Australia, an 
American World's Fair House, which is so ingenious in 
planning that "to allow for regional variations in appearance 
appeal different exteriors were designed around the archi-
tect's floor plan". These different exteriors are variously 
called "The Williamsburg House, The Cape Cod House, The 
Regency House, and The Ranch House", complete with such 
stunning features as a "beautiful brass and acrylic chan-
delier", +wo different wall patterns in the boy's rooms: "one, 
the oak-wood grain effect, the other a tweedy blend of 
browns and blues". Not real oak or tweed, mark you, but 
"simulated" textures. Further discussing the building of their 
house at the N.Y. World's Fair, the promoters excitedly 
claim it to be not just another show house "startling in 
design, but impractical in living". It cost $1 million to build 
and was set on a "$280,000 hill, a 15' high hall, and the only 
hill at the Fair". The circular ends with a tantalising recipe 
for a Tuna Pizza which begins with the Mandrake-like instruc-
tion "Turn tuna into bowl". 
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These photos show the War Veterans Home, Narrabeen, 
N.S.W. A thoroughly mature complex, the best thing the 
architects McConnell, Smith & Johnson have done to date, 
completely devoid of some of the furry over-thinking that 
characterizes much of this firm's more "sophisticated" works. 
The logical build-up of forms, the careful breakdown of 
scale and the wise handling of materials and planting add 
up to the same sort of enjoyment one gets from Ian McKay's 
and Philip Cox's Leppington Agricultural College (C-S No. 
140, June, '64). At Narrabeen the raked-joint cream bricks, 
grey tiles and sienna oiled timbers complement the existing 
buildings; the depressed square proportions, 4 ft. wide doors 
(for stretchers) and 7 ft. high corridors provide a slow 
measured rhythm consistent with the dignity of advancing 
years. Changes of level are handled gently and Bruce 
McKenzie's restful, joyful landscaping, with railway sleeper 
retaining walls and sloping lawns make the local scrub trees 
fit elegantly into the picture. Also commendable is the 
thorough research into the special physical requirements of 
old people, resulting in large clear lettering for failing sight, 
long toggle light switches, and large easy-grip tap handles 
for arthritic fingers, etc. A. M. Weston built the job for 
£65,000—this includes 40 veteran's rooms and verandahs, one 
supervisor's room, a dining hall, a common room, 5 bath-
rooms, laundry; with under floor heating to all public rooms. 
(Donohue & Carter, mech. consultants). 



How to solve a flooring problem. 
Talk to an expert. And in this case, that means the 
Dunlop Flooring Service. Our men have to be experts. 
After all, Dunlop has Australia's largest range of 
smooth surface flooring. Rubber, Vinyl Asbestos. 

Parquetry, Cork and Flexible Vinyl Tiles. 
Linoleum. Carpet Underlay. And 

Amtico Vinyl Tiles. So naturally 
we provide the service to go 

with them. (And we follow your 
specifications to the letter). The 

next time a floor begins to look 
like a problem, give our experts a call. 

Dunlop Flooring Service. 96 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 
63 0371. 27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney. 2 0969. Centenary 
Place, Brisbane. 310271. 424 Murray Street, Perth. 218141. 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide. 23 2611. 27 Argyle Street, 
Hobart. 2 6581. 18 Paterson Street, Launceston. 2 2067. 
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