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The New Fortune Theatre at the University of Western 
Australia is built to the dimensions and in the manner of 
the Elizabethan Fortune Theatre of 1599. The chief force 
behind the establishment of this new theatre (perhaps the 
only one of its kind in the world) was Professor Alan Ed-
wards of the Department of English at the U. of W.A. 
Marshall Clifton was the architect. Theatrically, the New 
Fortune provides a unique opportunity for the staging of 
Shakespeare's plays in the manner of the time at which they 
were written, but the importance of this theatre is not only 
that of recapturing an historical moment with as much 
authenticity as possible viz. by making the past present, 
but of enlivening our current appreciation of stagecraft and 
theatre design beyond the limits of proscenium versus open 
stage arguments. In fact to judge from eye-witness accounts 
of performances at the New Fortune, its stage flexibility 
and actor-audience relationship would be difficult to match 
by some of the modern theatres that take flexibility and 
actor-audience relationships as their first design premises. 
This is one of the rare instances when the re-construction of 
a past architectural model is proving to be invigorating and 
valuable to the present. 

Perhaps the Liberal Party, in accepting the design shown 
above for their new Federal Headquarters in Canberra 
are also expecting a form from the past to invigorate their 

future. This is a shattering blow to architecture in Aus-
tralia, that the politicians who presume to lead this country 
into "the confident and prosperous era ahead" should resort 
to such wistful thinking. Pardon me, but your show is slip-
ping. Now is the time for all good architects to come to 
the aid of the Party: to prevent the perpetration of an 
image of outmoded gentility, corseted imagination and false 

grandeur. We are sorry to say that the architects respon-
sible for this dilemma are Woods, Begot, Laybourne-Smith 
& Irwin (Adelaide) in association with John Scollay 
(Canberra). 
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Harry Seidler, no less gifted as a publicist than as an 
architect, has just had published the second volume of his 
oeuvre complèt: "Harry Seidler 1955/63", by Horwitz Pub-
lications Pty. Ltd. in English, French and German. Price 
£5/17/6. Introduction by Dr. Reyner Benham. Beautifully 
photographed and set out, the book does ample justice to 
the architecture that it illustrates. Seidler's work is good 
enough, versatile enough and copious enough to demand 
local and international recognition. The time is also ripe for 
a major critical assessment of his proper architectural status. 
The R.A.I.A. Journal "Architecture In Australia" would be 
an obvious place for a searching analysis of Seidler's out-
put, but unfortunately the R.A.I.A. Councii has clamped 
down upon the publication of any material that could be 
construed as "criticism" of a member of the Institute. 
Two examples of recent work from the office of Harry 
Seidler & Associates are shown below. 
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House on a sloping waterfront site at Port Hacking N.S.W. 
A far cry from the Sulman Award-winning, neo-Breuer house 
at Wehroonga (1949), this 1963 house, in white concrete 
block, aluminium roof and windows, is a mature, reticent 
building almost entirely devoid of mannerisms and, apart 
from the staggered vertical slots, from the sort of form-
play that Seidler calls "capricious". Miller Milston & Ferris, 
engrs; Peter Cussel, bldr. 
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These 40 obviously low-cost flats at Paddington N.S.W. were 
built for the Sydney City Council, on a restricted site sur-
rounded by old gardens. Living rooms all face North-East. 
Sun protection by white enamelled aluminium awnings. Dark 
brown face brick, "off-the-form" r.c. flat plate floors and 
columns. No caprice here. Sedate, orderly, dull. Civil & 
Civic Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 
(( "Society cannot go on investing in vehicles without invest-
ing equivalent sums for their accommodation" is one of the 
key sentences of the Buchanan Study Group Report, "Traffic 
in Towns" to Ministry of Transport in Great Britain. Pedes-
trian and vehicle separation, multi-level road systems and 
traffic-free "environmental areas" are some of the ways 
suggested as a means of delivering us from the build-up of 
hazards, frustrations and fatigue that the increase of auto-
mobile numbers is tending to make inevitable. The R.A.C.V. 
are holding in Melbourne, at the time of writing, a traffic 
symposium "Living With The Motor Car", at which Profes-
sor C. O. Buchanan is delivering three major addresses. 
Report in next month's C-S. 



If The Extension Committee of the De.pts of Mechanical and 
Civil Engineering, U of Melb, will hold a course on "Wind 
Effects on Buildings", at 4 p.m. on April 14, 16, 21, 23 & 28, 
1964. Applications for the course should be sent to The 
Secretary, Extension Committee, University of Melbourne, not 
later than Friday, April 3. 
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These two photos are of Swire House, Spring Street, Sydney, 
as seen in its street environment and on approaching the 
entrance. The facade is sturdily proportioned, even stately, 
as befits the character of its surroundings; and that kind 
of multiplicity of spatial levels, transparencies and planes 
that characterize "modern" as against "traditional" architec-
tural forms, only becomes overt as the threshold between 
street and interior is crossed. The building holds 14 floors 
of office space, 2 basements for car-parking. Fully air-con-
ditioned, zoned with individual control in areas adjacent to 
windows. Steel frame, r.c. flat plate floors; wind bracing in 
street front rigid frame with deep beams spanning the full 
width of the building. Spring Street facade faced with grey 
sandstone and black granite, face bricks elsewhere. Entrance: 
marble paving and steps, granite wall cladding, timber plank 
ceiling. Demountable partitions on a 4' 0" module. Methods 
of sun control were fully investigated but external devices 
were finally rejected in favour of venetian blinds behind 
double glazing. McConnel, Smith & Johnson, archts; 
Cameron & Middleton, q.surveyors; Woolacott Hale Bond & 
Corlett, str.engr.; Donoghue & Carter, elec. and mech. engr.; 
Hutcherson Bros. Pty. Ltd.,-hodrs. Cos+ £820,000. 
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This church, St. James Presbyterian, New Lambton, New-
castle, N.S.W., is a development of earlier designs (e.g. 
North Ryde, C-S No. 107; Thirroul, Dee Why C-S No. 136.) 
designed to gather the congregation around the celebrant. 
The Holy Table is in the geometric centre of the plan, and 
of the congregation. The site is in a mining subsidence area 
and the authorities required the steel frame design to Le 
based on earthquake criteria. Construction: r.conc. floor slab, 
steel frame, non load-bearing brick walls, ribbed sheet 
copper roof covering. Seats 260, includes choir gallery. 
Cost £13,000. McConnel Smith & Johnson, archts; Taylor 
Thompson & Whitting, str.engr.; R. J. Hughes & Co., bldrs. 
¶ The sculptor Robert Klippel has been another victim of 
the chicken-hearted and smug attitude that seems to over-
come people in high places when they attempt to pre-judge 
works of art. The N.S.W. Government Architect asked the 
U of N.S.W. could Klippel be commissioned for a major 
piece set in a pool between the Dining Hall and the first 
College of Residence. They agreed. The Govt. Archt. 
approached Klippel who was pleased but when asked for 
models and sketches said he worked direct on the materials 
and it was not possible to do them. The U of N.S.W. Vice-
Chancellor said "something abstract would be fine, but junk 
sculpture would not be because it was recognisable junk". 
Klippel rejected this opinion and refused the commission. 
The V.C. admitted that he would accept the Klippel work 
but was fearful of the Uni. Council reaction—that they 
may even order the removal of such sculpture. 
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Now under construction in Wes+ Perth, W.A., the William 
Padbury Centre comprises a 3-storey office block. Model 
illustrated here shows a square plan and a simple handling 
of structure as free-standing columns with floor slabs extend-
ing as sun hoods and cleaning platforms — certainly not 
without precedent but competently done. Cost £62,000. 
Cameron, Chisholm & Nicol, archts; J. Hawkins & Sons Pty. 
Ltd., bldrs. 
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This is the Registrar General's Dept., N.S.W., built primarily 
for storage of records, but this also involves major public 
areas and considerable office space. Materials were chosen 
"+o be polite to" Greenway's Barracks and the new building 
blends in well with existing surroundings. Clinker brick in 
full-height vertical panels, vertical window strips—bronze 
panes and spandrels, marble column facing. Flat slab r.c. 
floors. Cost £750,000, i.e. £925 per square including a.c., 
sprinklers and smoke detectors, pedestrian and document 
lifts, p.a. system. Designed by Peter Hall in the office of 
the N.S.W. Gov+. Archt; working drawings by John Allen & 
Russell Jack, archts; builder: T. C. Whittle. 

In an excellent "Universities" issue of the Architectural 
Review (Oct. '63) there is an article by Lionel Bret+ in 
which there are two references to Australia. One is a minor 
error—Burley Griffin is christened William instead of Wal-
ter. The other reference, acknowledging a traditional growth 
principal of universities: "outward extension from a firmly-
established and strongly individual centre" goes on to claim 
"cautionary examples, among which Melbourne is perhaps 
outstanding, exist all over the world. They consisted at the 
outset of a handsome set of prestige buildings in the best 
style of their day, and within half a century they have been 
swamped in essential additions, 'temporary' huts, fences and 
parked cars in every remaining cranny". This rather obvious 
observation would, by itself, be insufficient to send the Aus-
tralian Universities Commission stalking soberly to the A.R. 
for a brush-up on university planning theory, but this entire 
issue should be made required reading not only for the 
policy-making A.U.C. but for all architects involved in the 
design of buildings for tertiary education. The Oxbridge-
sanctified cloister concept that has dominated university 
planning for centuries is no longer, in the U.K. at least,  

regarded as the only suitable environment for higher educa-
tion. Various recently completed and projected buildings 
for British universities show an independence of spirit, an 
uninhibited range of ideas and a vigour that we in Aus-
tralia have so far been unable to match. 

The two drawings above show residential blocks and college 
dining hall, now being completed at U of N.S.W. Early 
observations suggest they are, in style, mannerist brutalist, 
surely the shortest aesthetic reign ever. In the dining hall, 
the large pre-stressed concrete beams have no apparent 
support in the centre of one side, just a narrow horizontal 
slot window running the full length of the building; there is 
a column (or several columns) concealed behind the window 
mullions. In the college residences the even pattern of the 
facades has to accommodate bathrooms, stairs, box rooms 
and student rooms behind the same windows; the balconies 
have an arbitrary quality; the arches to the covered way 
have a rather unstructural form and look too thin. 
Dining Hall: off-form conc., pre-stressed pre-cast roof beams. 
Kitchen sized to serve ultimate 800, at present 400 in hall. 
Residential blocks: clinker brick, off-form conc., brick cross 
wall construction. Contract price £280,000 plus £10,000 for 
cooking equipment. Designed by Peter Hall in the office of 
the N.S.W. Govt. Archt; working drawings by Schmackling & 
Partners, archts; builder: D. G. Sondin. 

This perspective drawing shows a general view from South 
Ridge, of the North Ridge area of the Bedford Park Project, 
the proposed University of Adelaide extension, housing the 
schools of language, literature and social sciences, the library, 
the students' union, the administration and a large lecture 
theatre. Architects for the building shown are Hassell 
McConnell & Partners. Site planning is by Professor Gordon 
Stephenson (University of W.A.) and University of Adelaide 
Staff Archt. G. J. Harrison. Consulting engineers are 
Professor Bull (University of Adelaide), with Kinnaird Hill & 
Associates, and Mark Tostevin & Associates. Tenders are 
being called and completion of the first stage, an area of 
287,000 sq. ft. on the 370 acre site, is scheduled for 1965. 
Approx. cost £2 mill. Construction generally is modular 
masonry and copper roofing. Planning principle is court-
yards and cloisters. l 



They say every man is an 
expert in something (you pro-
bably have dozens calling on 
you every day). 

Our men are experts in floors. 
They have to be, because we 
have Australia's largest range 
of smooth surface flooring. 

Rubber. Vinyl - Asbestos 
tiles. Parquetry, Cork, Flex-
ible Vinyl tiles. Vynolay sheet  

vinyl. Linoleum. Carpet un-
derlay. 

And a host of patterns—
marbles, mosaics, straws and 
woods—in our range of Am-
tico Vinyl Tiles. 

We provide the service that 
goes with them—an expert 
service, to follow your speci-
fications to the letter. 

Why not phone us ? 

DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 
96 Flinders Street, Melbourne 63 0371 
27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney 2 0969 
Centenary Place, Brisbane 31 0271 
473 Murray Street, Perth 21 5566 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide 	8 1641 
27 Argyle Street, Hobart 2 6581 
18 Paterson Street, Launceston 2 2067 

DF8266 
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