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In Victoria, the design of any hospital must be approved 
by the Hospitals and Charities Commission. To perform this 
task the H & CC naturally employ architects on their staff 

who to some extent prepare the accommodation programme, 
advise on circulation and ascertain that the hospital is de-
signed according to the appropriate standards of hygiene. 
Normally, private architects are commissioned for the design, 
preparation of working drawings and supervision, and the 
H & CC archt's. dept. acts merely as a checking authority. 

However, several small hospitals have recently been built 
from designs prepared within the H & CC. It would be 
expected with all their experience and knowledge behind 
them, that the designs would be outstanding, and even intro-
duce innovations that would give a lead to the rest of the 
arch'I profession. The examples illustrated above are (i) The 
Dunoliy District Hospital (a renovation—the original shown 
in the "before" photo) W. Phelan & Son, bldrs. (ii) Skipton 
& District Memorial Hospital and (iii) Essendon & District 
Community Hospital-55 beds (first stage); Steven 
Teodorovic & Assoc., cons. mech. engrs. These examples are 

hardly likely to inspire confidence in the H & CC's 

judgement. 

¶) The Church cum Church Hall for St. Stephens, Prestons 

(N.S.W.) illustrated in the previous issue of C-S No. 135, 
Jan. '64, is the work of architects Hely, Bell and Horne. 

L. W. Bailey was the builder. Cost: £1,655 for the bldg. plus 

furniture but excluding pews. C-S apologizes for the omission 

of these credits. 

February I, 1964 

Explaining their design for this private hospital in Tamworth 
N.S.W., architects Andrew Young and Peter Duffield write: 
"Since H.P. Maclaughlin working with the U.S. Army Medical 
Construction Liaison Office drew up comparative circular 
and rectangular nursing unit plans, the hitherto much vaunted 
Hospital in the Round has been exposed as a fraud. Average 
distances between nurses' station and patients' bed, lavatory, 
etc; total floor areas; and perimeters of external walls were 
found to be less in the well-planned rectangular unit, while 
the circular form is necessarily more expensive to build. 
The principle of central control to a basic unit, however, 
still holds water and is used in a compressed, interlocking 
swastika form in this first-stage layout of 12 single-bed wards, 
children's wards and nurseries built around a compact core. 
Later stage development provides 6-ward and 12-ward wings 
on the straight forward corridor and verandah system 
partially dictated by the site but fully justified as "early 
perambulation" wards where research shows that these should 
form over 50% of the total accommodation. 
The main structure is steel-framed with 2-hour fire-rating 
insulated steel external walls and is isolated from all sluicable 
areas such as operating theatre, labour ward, and toilets. 
These are of bag-rendered brick (tiled internally) on con-
crete raft foundations enabling the different areas to move 
separately on a treacherous clay sub-soil. 
Cross-ventilation is through clearstory windows while deep 
verandahs shade all wards and provide views over Tamworth 
to the hills beyond and to a wooded hillside at the rear." 
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¶ The annual "Home of the Year award (W.A.) for 1963 
goes to Parry, Rosenthal & Associates for the Morris residence 
in Jutland-parade, Dalkeith. The prize — a medal for the 
architects, and a bronze plaque for the house—is jointly 
organized by West Australian Newspapers Ltd. and the W.A. 
Chapter of the. R.A.I.A. Typical of current work from the 
office of Parry, Rosenthal & Associates are the two buildings 
illustrated across page: 
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These two views of the Presbytery for St. John's Catholic 
Church, East Melbourne, illustrate a building which is simple 
but of considerable character, and which settles respectfully 
into its surroundings. The 33 year old neo-Romanesque church 
may not be beautiful but it has a certain presence. The new 
Presybtery matches that presence by using load-bearing brick-
work of colour (blues) similar to the Church, and by repeat-
ing the arched windows theme. The arcade arches are semi-
elliptical, constructed with specially fired bricks. Ground 
floor accommodation includes 3 conference rooms, dining 
room, kitchen, laundry and two small flats. First floor: 5 
bedrooms, toilets, and a nicely-proportioned common-room-
Study. Central heating — h.w. panel radiators. Oil fired. 
Cost £26,000 inc. heating; approx. £456 per square of gross 
area under cover. A.R. Stella & T.W. Chu, archts. in 
association. A.A. Tear & Assoc., str. engrs. James R. 
Whitaker & Rechan, mech. engrs. Geo Gallagher Pty. Ltd., 
bldr. 
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Mount Claremont hall and kindergarten in Nedlands, W.A. 
is basically two octagonal rooms linked by a seating area, 
permitting flexibility and use of the enclosed spaces. The 
present hall at the right of this eastern view will ultimately 
become the lesser hall when further extensions to the west 
proceed. Brick construction throughout, with sprayed render-
ing to octagonal clearsFories. Painting of surfaces reduced 
to a bare minimum, to relieve maintenance costs. More 
monolithicly monumental in scale than is usually associated 
with kindergartens, but it is a building that could interest 
the child without becoming maudlin. Greehalgh & Hewitt 
Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 
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This Bond store and office suite for Rothmans of Pall Mall 
(Aust.) Ltd. responds to, but in no way suffers from the 
client's policy of "projecting a good public image." The 
office block at left, on a 3 ft. high podium, is linked to the 
Bond store by a covered way. Concrete Constructions 
(W.A.) Pty. Ltd., bldrs. Cost approx. £53,000. The result—
as neat a piece of commercial work as Perth has seen for 
some time. Can it be hoped that clients will eventually 
become used to getting good architecture, and banalities 
such as "prestige building" and "good public image" will 
disappear from architects' briefings? Or at least be filtered 
ouf? 
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This is the northern elevation of the new Assembly Hall for 
Prince Alfred College (Adelaide). The sheer wall of highly 
polished stone (Moncervetto marble in this case) looming 
over a completely glazed ground floor is a familiar way of 
creating a dramatic effect. Easily stated as a principle if 
is, in fact, not always easy to achieve. In this Assembly Hall, 
particularly when viewed from the south through a mar-
vellous foreground of elm trees, the idea has survived the 
execution. The impact of the building in its environment is 
strong and sophisticated. Hassell McConnell & Partners, 
archts; Peak Construction Co. Pty. Ltd., bldrs. Cost approx. 
£ 160,000. 



In C-S No. 107, Sept. 1961, the Presbyterian Church at 
Northern Ryde (N.S.W.) by McConnell, Smith & Johnson, 
archts., was illustrated. The basic parti of this church gave 
an entrance at the highest corner of the building's volume, 
with altar at the lowest corner, interest on it being directed 
by the great swoop down of the roof. Two more Presbyterian 
churches, by the same architects, differ in detail but are 
consistent in thought. This sort of courageous development 
of a theme enables real learning to occur, by the observation 
of different effects and responses to a variously modulated 
concept, leading ultimately to control of architectural ends 
and means. The architects describe each church as having a 
"Square plan with inclined ridge on the diagonal, to give 
effective acoustic qualities for both music and speech: this 
purpose is achieved satisfactorily. Two storied because of 
steep fall away from road." At the Dee Why Church, a 
kindergarten for 100 children is included. Consulting str. 
engrs. for both churches: Woolacott, Hale, Bond & Corlett. 
Photos across page: 

If To be the architect for the new Houses of Parliament in 
Canberra would surely be the plum job of the century. Since 
the subject is likely to come up this year in Parliamentary 
sessions it might be worth starting to lobby your local member 
right now. But seriously, as they say, what are the prospects 
that some sort of competition will be held? The National 
Capital Development Commission is evidently not sympathetic 
to the competition theory, but could this be a special case? 
The standard arguments against competitions are that (a) 
they are wasteful of the time and energy of every participant 
except the winner; (b) the winner may be imaginative but 
inexperienced and incapable of carrying out the work to 
successful completion. Waste of time is surely for the com-
petitors to judge, and if they consider the competition a 
risky investment, then of course they needn't enfer it. 
Safeguards written into the conditions e.g. requiring collabo-
ration of a "lunatic fringe" winner with a certain and secure 
member of the arch'I establishment, or the recruiting of a 
respectable staff, could overcome the worry of trying the 
untried. Duration of practice is after all not the only criterion 
of competence. Furthermore if this argument were to be 
carried out to its illogical conclusion no architect would ever 
design his first building, but start on say his fifth or sixth. 
Absurd. If the size of the job is to be the only intimidating 
factor that remains in the case of the Houses of Parliament, 
again any winner would naturally enlarge his staff to cope. 
It would be good experience for the N.C.D.C. to try running 
a few arch'I competitions for some of the other proposed 
buildings in Canberra—any problems associated with a 
competition are produced mostly from improper setting of 
conditions or from not appointing the right sort of assessors. 
Practice in organising and assessing smaller competitions 
would lead to an improvement in technique and operation. 
The successfulness of the competition system in countries 
e.g. Finland, Britain and Japan tends to be proportional to 
the frequency and number of competitions held. The bene-
fits of a competition are obvious—innovation, imagination 
and quality are given hope and scope. The whole archi-
tectural profession is stimulated, the established are given a 
chance to prove their superiority; the struggling, an attempt 
at the heights. If a competition were decided upon for the 
Houses of Parliament, at what stage should it be set? Should 
the N.C.D.C. prepare the detailed brief, including room 
requirements etc. and make these into the conditions? Too 
detailed a brief is likely to be inhibitory and to be really 
assimilated by competitors, make the competitive period too 
long. Extraction of the programme is in any case part of the 
architect's commission. And of course the R.A.I.A. view is 
that competitions decide upon an architect, not upon 
a design. If this view has any significance at all it must be 
evident that the broadest and briefest conditions should be 
sufficient. The winning architect then would need to present 
simply an appropriate image, one which had spatial and 
visual power and was patently not final but capable of pro-
viding the spur to thorough consideration. It would merely be 
proof of the ability to work creatively in the given context. 
This is the way the Sydney Opera House was won. Certainly 
the cost has escalated, but this was not an inevitable result 
of the competitive method. Finally the image of the building 
complete will outlast the memory of the lotteries. Though 
it may be impolitic to say so, there is hardly a building in 
Canberra, produced by the most carefully selected, reputable 
and honourable architects in Australia, that could inspire an 
aria. 
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Presbyterian Church, Lawrence Hargrave Drive, Thirroul. This 
building formed the basis of the U of N.S.W. architecture 
school second year drawing programme for one term. 
Students' main criticism was of the duality created by 
splitting the congregation info two blocks of seats parallel 
to the sides of the square, facing the corner-located altar 
but separated by the vestry and entrance in the diagonally 
opposite corner. 
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Presbyterian Church, Howard Avenue, Dee Why. The height 
and aspirational form give this church the appropriate parish 
church focal strength. Unfortunately this is belied by its 
position at the back of the shopping centre. The plan form, 
relationship of altar-light-priest-congregation, are all excellent 
but the tower is a relatively weak culmination to the power-
ful form of the mein volume. 



DEALS WITH 
DANGEROUS 

ELECTROSTATIC 
DISCHARGES 

Hospital operating theatres, anaesthetiz-
ing areas and delivery wards. 

Amtico Conductive Vinyl Tiles can save 
lives by drastically reducing the tragic acci-
dent potential of electrostatic build up. A 
network of copper foil ribbon under each 
tile constantly dissipates the charge. 

Amtico Conductive Vinyl Tiles meets the 
requirements of the Australian Standard 
C.Z.9 1956 and have already been used 
many times in Australia. 

This is a functional floor—a simple mop-
ping and buffing will keep Amtico Conduc-
tive Tiles clean and bright. 

AMTICO BY DUNLOP 

CALL DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE FOR IMMEDIATE SPECIFIC ADVICE OR SAMPLES 

 

96 Flinders Street, Melbourne 63 0371 
Centenary Place, Brisbane 31 0271 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide 8 1641 
18 Paterson Street, Launceston 2 2067 

27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney 2 0969 
473 Murray Street, Perth 21 5566 
27 Argyle Street, Hobart 2 6581 
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