
All brick, 2-car garage, 3 big bedrooms, living room, den, 

one and a half baths, over 2,000 square feet under roof! 
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IT At the beginning of a new year it is easy for an architect 
to look back in anger at the sight of the dismal progression 
of ugly houses that have been buil+ to the specifications of 
the lowest common denominator of public taste. I+ is easy 
too, to look with envy at the many beautiful houses that are 
published in the overseas arch'I glossies and be tempted to 
conclude that the grass is greener, and the architects' con-
tribution greater, on the other side of the Pacific. But there, 
as in Australia, the proportion of good houses to bad is 
not necessarily higher, and the publicised best are not 
typical of the usual. For example, take Houston, Texas, U.S.A. 
— the astronauts' city, comparable in population to Mel- 
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bourne, big, rich and sometimes beautiful, with buildings 
designed by such world-renowned architects as Wright, Mies 
van der Rohe, Philip Johnson and S.O.M., as well as by 
many lesser known but almost equally brilliant home-town 
boys. However, a less enviable prospect is shown in a 20 page 
Sunday supplement to the daily Houston "Chronicle", 
stacked with hundreds of photos of newly built houses and 
apartments, in which there was not one building that could 
be called even "contemporary." Selling points mentioned 
include such delectable little items as "Factory-finished 
Regency Cabinetry", "Medieval wood-burning fire place", 
"Cathedraled ceiling", "Pure Black Walnut Paneling" and 
"Real Black Walnut Paneling." Some of the exteriors that 
enclose these collections are shown below: 

¶ The Sydney Morning Herald continues to be the only 
daily newspaper that provides the space and scope for 
reporting activities in architecture and building that the size 
and community importance of these activities deserves. In 
most other newspapers occasional news items concentrate 
upon sensational calamities and suburban homes. 

The first of 2,250 precast rib segments for the Sydney 
Opera House was placed in late November '63. The ribs 
form arches which will support the roof shells. 
¶ Ken Woolley, who has had a fair share of C-S space in 
the November and September '63 issues; has joined Ancher 
Mortlock & Murray, archts, as a Partner. 
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In Q'land, no award was made for the Building of the Year, 
1963; but the trim Perrins Residence (above) at Ascot, was 
awarded Residence of the Year title. R. F. Gibson, arch+. 

IT Perhaps the worst gimmick for the year was the one used 
by a chain of supermarkets—a life-less size model of a 
rocket propped up over the entrance canopy of each new 
store. As an eye-catching feature it no doubt appeals to 
10 year old boys and other minds of like capacity. "How 
beauteous mankind is! O brave new world that has such 
people in.-I.". 
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The Queensland Newspapers (i.e. "Courier Mail" and "Tele-
graph") Building. Conrad & Gage++, archts. From Q'land 
also comes a report on architecture during 1963: "A skilful 
handling of good forms, a sensitive respect for materials 
(not to mention poetic insights) are generally expected to 
be attributes of architects. In Q'land this is rare. The large 
majority . 	still hold fast to their thin and wearisome diet 
of apathy and disinterest and it is unreasonable to expect 
any improvement in Q'land architecture while this cultural 
lethargy exists." 
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On South Terrace, Adelaide, this office block was built for 
S.A. Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. The window wall on 
each floor is set back from the structural frame and slab, 
which gives sun screening and access for window cleaning 
from the outside. It also gives a bolder rhythm that over-
rides the timid fenestration. Bevan Rutt and Roberts, archts; 
Langman & James, cons engrs; H. F. Sarah & Sons Ltd, 
bldrs. 

Warehouse end admin. block for S. C. Eyles & Co. Ltd., 
wholesale grocers, at Kidman Park, S.A. This is one of the 
most recent buildings designed by Hassell McConnell & 
Partners, archts, and is typically well thought-out and de-
tailed. Wilckens & Burnside Ltd., bldrs. Approx. cost 
£190,000. A number of buildings from this firm will be 
shown in future issues of C-S, so that those in other states 
may discover the apparent reasons why Hassell McConnell & 
Partners enjoy such a high reputation in the eyes of the 
oublic and the profession in S.A. 

This sensitive and sensuous little house sits on the brow of 
a hill overlooking the farmlands of Dural (NSW), the Penrith 
plain and the mountains in the distance; on a site of 10 
acres. Construction: Concrete block masonry, timber floors 
and roof structure, galv. steel roof, fibrous plaster ceilings, 
all joinery Canadian red cedar, d. table marble, floor finishes 
carpet or red quarry tiles, creosote h. wood posts, oregon 
beams. Tenders varied £4,300 to £6,900, final cost £4,500, 
bldr E. A. Allen of Dural. The fireplace works perfectly. The 
owner intends stringing wires between the "pergola" mem-
bers to grow grape vines (a part of the initial concept). 
Possums peer in the clerestory windows at night. Floor plan 
area; — 800 sq.ft. plus garage, deck, terraces and walled 
sunbaking court. Alan Gilbert, archt. 

This ludicrous bit of townscape shows the proposed Royal 
Visit commemoration fountain for Victoria Square, Adelaide. 



¶ The last quarter of 1963 in Perth was notable for the 
abnormal activity of demolition squads; the disappearance 
of Central Arcade, ANZ Bank's HQ, Salvation Army's HQ, 
the northern half of Ahern's department store, and clearance 
for Baird's extensions (C-S 130) from the city core; was 
followed in most instances by deep excavation to delight 
foot-walk supervisors. The biggest hole-in-the-ground project 
was the virtual removal of the old observatory "site" to the 
Narrows Bridge location, for the joint ventures of the new 
Stete Govt Offices (C-S 130) and the forthcoming northern 
ring road overpass. Biggest boo-boo of the year occurred 
in St. George's Terrace, where the old "Daily News" building 
which already carried a false top storey, is now totally re-
faced with aluminium laths. A couple of coats of paint 
might have been more sensible. The "West Australian" tried 
to convince us (Oct 31) that the average Australian wants 
his own house with a garden 	. and the â  acre block 
should be preserved." A logical rebuff followed in a letter 
from Roger Johnson (arch+) a few days later . . . the â 
acre block garden is so lacking in privacy as to have serious 
limitations to its uses as outdoor living area, except to the 
extroverts 	." and The choice is not just between the 
â acre block and the flat: there lies an alternative in the 
development of groups of contiguous houses on a number 
of combined blocks." A Chair of Architecture at the 
University of WA seems probable in 1965 — if £20,000 can 
be extracted from the profession locally. The University is 
growing rapidly — not without some pangs — but the new 
library promises to be the most inspired unit in the present 
development; under construction now—completion photo-
graphs later. The recent competition for Schools of Archi-
tecture, promoted in Sao Paulo, Brazil, for an indigenous 
industrial project for 1000 workers, inspired only two Aust. 
entries — one from S.A. and one from Perth; both were 
relegated — first prize going to Poland, 2nd prize to Sao 
Paulo; there were 34 participants. 

¶ Figures supplied by the Architects Registration Board of 
Victoria show that the enrolments of architects under the 
State Registration Acts of Australia now total 3,849. This 
represents an increase of no less than 54% during the past 
ten years. And still +here exists no reliable prognosis on the 
likelihood of the happy absorption into the profession of 
the huge number of architectural graduates that in the 
very near future will be pouring from our swollen schools. 
The argument that schools need only educate, not ensure 
bread-winning capabilities in the field of study and the 
counter argument that an education is no good unless the 
student can use it are only two facets of an issue that has 
not yet been met, let alone resolved, by the arch'I profession 
or by the educators. 

¶ In S.A. a number of architects (especially the younger 
group) are expressing violent reaction and staunch op-
position to the general proposals of the Town Planning Com-
mittee for the development of Greater Adelaide. In the 
name of decentralisation the continued existence of subur-
ban sprawl seems to have been condoned by the "Planners", 
and the future pattern of Adelaide likely to be as chaotic 
as that of the rest of Australia's State capital cities. Also, 
opposition from outspoken architects may have successfully 
thwarted the Adelaide City Council in its attempt at whole-
sale tree slaughter on North Terrace. By contrast, in Mel-
bourne, architects voiced no apparent concern over the 
removal of blighted trees from the renowned St. Kilda Road. 
Admittedly many of the trees were dangerously diseased, but 
surely some sort of renovation was possible which would not 
leave this formerly beautiful highway in such a barren state 
for the next ten years, until the new trees reach a reasonable 
size. 

¶ The third plan for Sydney Cove prepared by the City 
Planning Officer, Mr. D. McLachlan and the Professor of 
Town & Country Planning, U of Sydney, Prof. D. Winston; 
had a mixed reception from Sydney's Aldermen. Apprecia-
tion ranged from "it looks excellent" to "it is just a mass 
of concrete." The previous plan, prepared by Mr. McLachlan 
alone, had been criticised as "mundane". The first plan was 
produced by the private-business-sponsored Sydney Cove 
Area Improvements Committee, in March 1962. As the area 
is suspended from the County of Cumberland planning 
scheme, final authority rests with the Minister for Local 
Government, Mr. Hills. Perhaps it is time that Mr. Hills 
asserted his authority. 

Flats at North Unley, S.A., built for the National Mutual Life 
Association of Australasia Ltd. Simple, durable, and with a 
vertical strip of pierced block decorating the facade like 
one of those fashionably slim, banded, square ended, 
American neck-ties. Bruer, von Schramek, Bruer & Dawes, 
archts. E. F. Marshall & Sons Ltd., Bldrs. 37 units approx. 
cost £150,000.  

IT A Sydney company director, Mr. Ian Buchan Fell, be-
queathed about £200,000 to Sydney University for a major 
travelling scholarship for architectural graduates. Mr. Fell 
graduated in architecture at Sydney Univsersity in 1929 and 
practised as an architect until World War II, after which he 
entered his family's manufacturing business. The award will 
be named "The Ian Fell Scholarship." 

If Parry, Rosenthal & Associates, archts, of Perth, were the 
winners of the 1963 James F. Brett plywood prize. The 
winning entry was a system of classrooms, to be built with 
plywood walls, floor, roof and boxed beams, at an estimated 
cost of £2,000 per unit. 
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This building for St. Stephens, Prestons, part of the Parish 
of Liverpool, NSW, is designed as a Church cum Church 
Hall seating 50 persons. As it is possible the Southern high-
way may pass through this site the building has been 
designed for dismantling and re-erecting elsewhere. The 
framing is a series of 'A' frames set 4' 0" apart sheeted 
externally with asbestos cement and internally with asbestolux 
—the exposed frames, as well as all other timber, being stained. 
There are no gutters or downpipes, the water being collected 
in a gravel trench. The building can be extended by re-
moval of end wall and addition of more frames. 



16 WE COULDN'T DROP. 

MELBOURNE: 96 Flinders Street, 63 0371 

SYDNEY: 27-33 Wentworth Avenue. 2 0969 

BRISBANE: Centenary Place. 31 0271 

PERTH: 473 Murray Street, 21 5566 

ADELAIDE: 131-133 Pirie Street. 8 1641 

HOBART: 27 Argyle Street, 2 6581 

LAUNCESTON: 18 Paterson Street, 2 2067 

14 WE COULDN'T RESIST. 
That's how we've built up the new Dunlop 
Vinyl Asbestos Colour Range. 
By retaining the colours that are asked for, again 
and again. 
And surveying the field to find what new colours 
will be in demand. 
So now we have thirty (30) colours. 
Which can't fade or wear off. 
Because our rich pigments go right through each 
tile. 
Our colours stay the same, so do our tiles. 
Because we combine Vinyl resins, asbestos and 
tillers in the right proportions to resist scratches 
and the hardest toughest wear. 

D F8258 

CALL DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE FOR IMMEDIATE SPECIFIC ADVICE OR SAMPLES. 
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