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The winner of the 1962 Sulman Award, the Fisher Library, 
U of Sydney, has a breadth and scale in keeping with the 
original Blacket buildings, and makes the rest of the lolly-
coloured new bldgs look very cheap. Columns of the library 
are clad with extruded bronze; windows — amber glare 
reducing glass; sandstone spandrels; acoustic ceilings; won-
derful panorama of the city from the reading rooms and 
please remove your stiletto heels at the door. Entrance is 
through a skylit entrance lobby 3 floors high (an Aalto-type 
space), interiors are quiet and handsome. This first stage of 
tl.e building seats 2,000 readers, and holds 500,000 books, 
most of which will move into the second stage Research 
Stack Wing, when built, allowing more room for readers. 
Air conditioning by reverse cycle system, the largest in the 
Southern hemisphere. Joint architects, T. E. O'Mahony and 
the NSW Govt Architect, E. H. Farmer (PWD design archi-
tect K. Woolley); Wo!lacctt Hale & Bond, str. engrs; John 
R. Wallis, mech. engr; F. C. W. Powell, bldr. Cos+ just under 
£I million. 
II Ken Woolley has won the 1962 Wilkinson Award for his 
own house in Mosman (C-S No. 131). As the Fisher Library, 
in the design of which he was involved, has won the Sulman 
award, this is an impressive double for one man, within the 
same year. 
Ì NSW Chapter of the RAIA held an exhibition of Award 
Winning Architecture 1932-1962, an historical review of 
thirty years of Sulman, RIBA Bronze Medal and Wilkinson 
Awards. 
(j The Metropolitan Water, Sewerage & Drainage Board 
(Sydney) accepted a £3,803,855 tender from T. C. Whittle 
Pty. Ltd. for Stage II of the Head Office Building exten-
sions (C-S No. 123) at the corner of Pitt and Bathurst 
Streets. This firm also carried out Stage I —excavations and 
preparation of the site. McConnell Smith & Johnson, archts. 
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This recreation hall & chapel for Lidcombe State Hospital, 
Sydney, was designed in 1959, temporarily shelved and 
recently completed. Hall seats 700, is equipped with stage 
at one end, chapel at other. The seats reverse. Lower floor 
— library, recreation rooms. All timbers tallow wood, brick 
walls inside and out, off-form concrete base. Confirming 
once again that the best work by a public authority in 
Australia comes from the NSW Public Works Dept — E. H. 
Farmer, Govt. Architect; K. Woolley, design architect. Build-
ing cos+ £160,000. Taylor Thomson & Whitting, str. engrs; 
S. W. Brown, Eldr. 



¶ Robin Boyd's latest literary work is a 32-page booklet The 
new architecture", one of the series on The Arts in Australia, 
published by Longmans Green. Boyd classifies current Aus-
tralian architecture as (i) Vernacular or "Pop" architecture, 
which may be designed with or without the influence of 
architects, and depends for its acceptance by the com-
munity upon the accumulation of popularly fashionable fea-
tures e.g. "Louvres, chequer-board panels, trios of arches, 
and so on, all brilliantly painted in black, gold and random 
colours"; (ii) Professional or "Square" architecture — 
designed, often as not, in large offices "under the control 
of men who were not trained in the modern idiom, but who 
changed from a traditional approach to Modernism, from 
pillars to posts, in middle professional life"; and recognisable 
as skilfully organised, tasteful, client-satisfying, conservative 
and unexciting products of sincere but blinkered imagina-
tions; and (ii) Creative (or "Hip"?) architecture, of which 
there is little enough, usually produced by the younger archi-
tects and "explainable in words, materials are unadorned, 
paint is scarce, budgets low, details are uncomplicated and 
unclever. "The aim, . . . to create structure well and un-
affectedly, from the ground up". Which doesn't really tell 
you much about it. However, most of the booklet is devoted 
to photos of 18 buildings that illustrate the attitudes of 
the "new architects" of the "new architecture". (Incidentally, 
12 of the buildings shown are in NSW, 3 in Melbourne and 
3 in Perth; and 10 of the 18 are houses). If after reading 
and looking, you still haven't got the message, try the Oc-
tober issue of the Australian Home Beautiful, which tells 
about "a growing group of young architects (in Sydney of 
course—Ed.) who are pushing out in radical new directions 
in +heir search for new forms of houses" and is illustrated 
by Ken Woolley's house (C-S No. 131 Sept.) and two of 
Bruce Rickard's (for his own house see this issue). The H.B. 
spells out, in more detail than Robin Boyd, the correct way 
to be avant-garde. "The materials are selected so that 

they will blend with the landscape and give the house 

the appearance of growing out of the ground. So, if 

brick is chosen for the walls, the brick is clinker, or 

brown-red, never coloured or strident red. The alter-

natives for exterior walls are stone, laid with raked joints 

to preserve the natural appearance, or timber left to 

weather in its natural finish. So, with very few excep-

tions, the internal materials are used "as found", as 
the architects like to term them. This means that timbers, 

such as exposed roof beams, are used for preference just 

as they come off the timber merchant's saw bench, and 

are oiled or left unfinished. Where the structure is 
brick, the internal walls are left unplastered, and often 
the joints are raked. In those places where smooth 
surfaces are required, such as cupboard fronts, doors, 
tables, some wall panels and so on, plywood or timber 

boards in natural finish are used. Boards or Caneite 

cover the ceilings, and polished concrete, brick, or cork 

are the favoured materials for the floors." 
One of the perverse delights of being "way out" used to be 
the heroically self-pitying grumble about being unrecog-
nised — these days, a click of the shutter, a roll of the 
press, and "way out" is "in", pro becomes trad, hip becomes 
pop and the Home Beautiful beats Boyd in a photo-finish. 
Stop the world I want to get off. 
If Recognise this place? "Steak is standard breakfast fare. 
People go south to ski in the summer and north to swim — 
all winter long", and of whose capital city it is said: "The 
designer? An architect from Chicago". Australia is the 
place and Canberra the city according to a full-page advert. 
in the "New Yorker", inserted by the Australian National 
Travel Association. With all due respect to Walter Burley 
Griffin it's a bit much when, to curry favour with American 
tourists, the contribution of Australian architects (who for 
better or for worse have actually designed most of the evi-
dent architecture that exists in Canberra) is glossed over in 
the remorseless generalizations of the advertising copy 
writer. For your free copy of "This is Australia" and material 
on "friendly New Zealand", write the Australian National 
Travel Association, 350 Post Street, San Francisco, California. 
If One of the best houses of that "architect from Chicago", 
Walter Burley Griffin, is for sale. It is the Paling residence, 
built in 1923, of Knitlock construction, in Kooyong Road, 
Toorak (Melb). Hopefully, the next owner will sensitively re-
store the place and not allow it to be demolished as Annear's 
"Troon" was, and the site "developed" with luxury flats. 

J. M. Freeland, Professor of Architecture at the University 
of N.S.W., has written a valuable history, "Melbourne 
Churches 1836-1851 —An Architectural Record", published 
by the Melbourne University Press in an edition limited to 
950 copies. Price 5 guineas. The record begins with the 
"Pioneer Church" opened on 1I February 1837, near the 
north-west corner of William and Little Collins Streets, and 
ends with the discovery of gold in July 1851. Each of the 
churches built within this period has been carefully docu-
mented and its particular history described together with 
general chapters on materials, men and money. Combined 
with the copious notes and cross-references there is sufficient 
enticing material here to stimulate further research into the 
many interesting buildings and personalities that graced 
Melbourne's formative years. The book is valuable not only 
as source-material but also as a fascinating story in its own 
right. The record of constructional calamities, financial diffi-
culties, architectural arguments and congregational status-
seeking is frequently more absorbing than the actual build-
ings that were the result. The facts need no rhetoric to 
make them readable, but occasionally Professor Freeland's 
writing runs away with him—for instance when he compares 
Melbourne's development to the stages of a "brash, brew 
young maiden" through "bold brassy wench" to a "chast-
ened and sobered matron determined on staid respect-
abiltiy", and in a couple of easily mis-read sentences "Russell, 
Jackson and Laing were the giants of their day, but they 
were not alone in their field. C. H. Leroux, the first govern-
ment architect, died on 17 August 1839 as the result of 
heavy drinking, but his work had not included any building". 
Those churches still extant are illustrated with photographs 
and many that have long since disappeared, by contemporary 
sketches. 
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Exterior and interior views of architect Bruce Rickard's own 
house at Kokoda Avenue, Wahroonga, Sydney. Built on two 
levels, on a block sloping to the north. Lower level: bed-
rooms, kitchen and living room facing north with wide doors 
opening on to a lawn terrace. Living areas pivot around 
fireplace wall—kitchen with own fireplace on one side and 
living room the other. Top level — car port and study with 
cantilevered balcony overlooking living room and kitchen. 
Polished brick floors, sandstone brick walls, Canadian red 
cedar ceilings, maple window frames, Tas. blackwood cpbds. 
No paint anywhere. £500 per square. Houses as good as 
this one justify the A.R's. view quoted in C-S No. 126 that 
"the most flourishing school of Wrightians seems to be in 
Australia these days". 
¶ The active and alert Architectural Research Group, 
Adelaide, held a forum on "Design for Environment", the 
main paper "Australian Environment, Post-Pioneer" was pre-
sented by Sydney architect Milo Dunphy, and a supplemen-
tary paper "The Economics of Amenity" was given by 
George P. Duncan, consultant building economist. 
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IT The first stage of St. Andrews Cathedral School has been 
let as a contract. This is the commencement of the St. 
Andrews Square Development illustrated previously in C-S 
No. 117. The structural system consists of an in-situ base slab 
and central 'spine' with precast structural wall units, 12 ft. 
wide and 3 floors high, erected on the perimeter. Thcse 
units are acid etched to expose a fine aggregate as the 
external finish. Between the perimeter precast units and the 
insitu 'spine' span precast double tee floor units. Cost: 
£93,700. Approx. area 16,000 sq. ft. gross. Hely Bell & 
Horne, archts; McConnell & Fear Pty Ltd, bldrs. 
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Templestowe Presbyterian Church, 10 miles NE of Melbourne 
GPO, seats 290 people within a simple and vigorous shelter. 
Construction: steel portal frames at 12 f+ centres, rough 
clinker brick walls with 9" cavities and piers between which 
are 3 ft wide slit windows, emphatically expressing solid and 
void. Glazing: clear and rough grey plate placed according 
to orientation and view. Internal finishes: brickwork exposed 
as on outside, t. & g. stained timber ceiling. Heating: elec-
tric tubular heating under pews. Total area 48.5 squares. 
Cost £22,400. Office of Keith Reid, archts; W. L. Irwin & 
Associates, engrs; D. & I. Irvine Eldrs. 
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This is the interior of a converted terrace house, Paddington, 
NSW, the residence of Don & Maria Gazzard, archts. (The 
Herbert house at Hunter's Hill by Don Gazzard won the 
1961 Wilkinson Award, presented last month, and is included 
in Boyd's "The new architecture"). Original cedar doors and 
stairs stripped and oiled, pine ceiling added, plumbing 
updated, long shelves installed to display Maria Gazzard's 
pottery. John Peters, bldr. Cos+ of conversion, £1,500. 

Picken Court, Ormond College, U of Melb. provides accom-
modation for 92 students, with 12 study rooms, I common 
room, 4 Tutor's flats and 2 Fellow's flats; in 3 similar octago-
nal blocks linked at each floor by open bridges. A light 
and ventilation shaft occupies the centre, surrounded by 
toilets and laundries, a passageway and inhabited rooms 
around the perimeter. Per floor, each room enjoys or suffers, 
according to the season and sensitivity of the occupant, a 
different outlook and orientation. The three blocks sit easily 
on their site without appearing to hog too much ground 
and air space, and the black glass panel in the curtain wall 
section is the only material that appears incongruous in the 
collegiate setting. Construction: brick & concrete. Frederick 
Romberg, of Romberg & Boyd, archts; John Connell & 
Associates, str. engineers; W. E. Bassett & Partners, mech. 
engrs; Lewis Construction Co. Pty. Ltd., bldrs; Cost (includ-
ing prof. fees, loose furniture & carpets) £199,300. 

This is a multi-level shopping centre for Bankstown NSW, 
air conditioned arcades focusing on large central air con-
ditioned courts. There are three main levels of shopping 
directly accessible from the car. By virtue of a sloping site 
cars can drive all round and park on each level of shopping. 
The shopping centre perfectly accords with the principles of 
the Cumberland scheme, develops the existing Bankstown 
centre, has the advantage of existing bus and +rain services 
and provides for comfortable, safe shopping with adequate 
parking. The centre will be built in two stages. Stage I is 
planned to open in August, 1966, and the cost of building 
work for both stages I and 2 is approximately £6 million. 
When complete this will be the largest regional shopping 
centre in Australia. The council has given approval in prin-
ciple for the total project and formal development approval 
for stage 1 has just been granted. Hely, Bell & Horne, 
architects. 

IT "Building Contracts" will be the theme for the second 
Conference of the Building Science Forum of Australia to 
be held on the Convention Floor of the new Menzies Hotel, 
Carrington Street, Sydney, on Tuesday and Wednesday, 19th 
and 20th November, 1963. Mr. Edward St. John, Q.C., will 
deliver the Invitation Address: "Building Contracts and the 
Law", Messrs. G. I. Davey, H. R. Hoare, G. S. Lindsay, 
Stanley B. Smith, J. Wood and W. W. Wood, prominent 
architects, builders, engineers and quantity surveyors, will 
deliver papers dealing with important aspects of building 
contracts. For further information, bookings, phone the Hon. 
Secretary: G. D. Ding at 68-0522, Ext. 488. (Sydney). 
IT Building projects reported in Melbourne: £2.3 mill city 
bldg with frontages to Collins & Elizabeth Streets, linked at 
ground level by a new arcade with 23 shops; for the Aus-
tralian United Corporation Ltd, Prudential Assurance Co. 
and Email Ltd; Stephenson & Turner, archts. Three-storey 
circular Baptist College (U of Melb), at the corner of Royal 
Parade and Leonard St, Parkville; Mockridge Stahle & 
Mitchell, archts. £1 mill grandstand at the M.C.G.; Tomp-
kins Shaw & Evans, archts. £64,695 church and parish centre 
for St. George's C of E, East Ivanhoe; Romberg & Boyd, 
archts. Studios for Melb's third commercial T.V. station, 
Channel 0, covering 17} acres on a 671 acre site at East 
Burwood; Hassell, McConnell & Partners, archts. 
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At Spring Hill, Brisbane, this office and residence of archi-
tect John Railton handles materials in the "brut" manner — 
austerely, directly and with sophisticated naivete, producing 
an almost Baroque series of interior volumes, airy, spacious 
and well suited to the hot humid summers of gland. 



Schenberg residence, Floreat Park, W.A., by the Studio of 
Iwanoff, architect. The house faces west towards a view, 
over a golf course, protected from the sun by a 4' 6" roof 
overhang and internal curtains. The curiously shaped frames 
set within the glass facade carry adjustable louvres, with 
permanent ventilation where the lower edge swoops out from 
the fixed glazing. The louvres may also be opened to allow 
peep-views of the golf course during late afternoon, without 
drawing the curtains. 

16 WE COULDN'T DROP. 
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Slotted in amongst a jumble of facades in Queen Street, 
B'bane, the new Victorian Government Tourist Bureau is care-
fully designed to give an air of sophistication and polish 
which, so C-S's man on the spot reports, is the Q'landers 
image of Victoria. The interior is a highly civilized piece of 
design, fine materials and finishes, fashionably detailed. 
Hitch and Sinnamon, archts, in association with Vic PWD; 
A. Tod, sir. engr. 

14 WE COULDN'T RESIST. 
That's how we've built up the new Dunlop 
Vinyl Asbestos Colour Range. 
By retaining the colours that are a.kcd tor, again 
and again. 
And surveying the field to find what new colours 
will be in demand. 
So now we have thirty (30) colours. 
Which can't fade or wear off. 
Because our rich pigments go right through each 
tile. 
Our colours stay the same, so do our tiles. 
Because we combine Vinyl resins, asbestos and 
fillers in the right proportions to resist scratches 
and the hardest toughest wear. 
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Good professional architecture for new BALM Paints offices 
at Port Adelaide, S.A. Roof construction is steel deck, 
channel purlins; on pre-cambered 13" x 5" R.S.J's. at 16 ft. 
crs., over a span of 48 ft. Poured conc. floors, steel cols. 
Approx cost £80,000. Hassell and McConnell, archts; Eliza-
beth Constructions Ltd, bldrs. 

II Next May, during University vacation, there will be a 
Students' Convention in Canberra, the theme of which will 
probably be "A house is not a home", to follow on the 
stimulus of the recent Pacific Congress in Auckland. 

The Architectural Club (University of N.S.W.) hopes to 
acquire and renovate for club premises, an old pub in 
Pyrmon+ (Sydney), which +heir wee' ly bulletin Atelier ex-
pects to be the "Centre of Sydney Architecture—the breed-
ing ground (sic!)—the nursery of the City". 

MELBOURNE: 96 Flinders Street, 63 0371 

SYDNEY: 27-33 Wentworth Avenue. 2 0969 

BRISBANE: Centenary Place, 31 0271 

PERTH: 473 Murray Street, 21 5566 

ADELAIDE: 131-133 Pire Street. 8 1641 

HOBART: 27 Argyle Street, 2 6581 

LAUNCESTON: 18 Paterson Street. 2 2067 
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CALL DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE FOR IMMEDIATE SPECIFIC ADVICE OR SAMPLES. 
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