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This bridge across the Crackenback River a+ Thredbo, NSW, 
connects the village and entrance road to the chair lifts up 
the mountain on the opposite side of the valley. The bridge 
consists essentially of a continuous beam over seven spans 
supported by raking columns which are collected at their 
base so that only four main footings are required. The top 
and bottom timber rails of the balustrade act as the main 
supporting beams and share the weight of the timber deck. 
The timber supports were raked so as to obtain the dual 
benefit of reducing the span for the bridge beams and 
minimising the number of ground supports. The location 
and number of such supports were critically limited by the 
river and road which the bridge had to cross. Seven alterna-
tive designs were prepared by the architects, Clarke Gazzard 
Yeomans, in close collaboration with the engineers, Miller 
Milston and Ferris; ranging from a timber bridge through 
various steel and precast concrete solutions to a single span 
post-tensioned prestressed concrete bridge. The architects 
recommended to the clients, Civil & Civic Pty Ltd the adop-
tion of the timber bridge on the grounds of cos+, speed and 
simplicity of erection, and the feeling that it was generally 
more sympathetic to the character of the area. The chair lift 
terminal building in the background, a half-hearted schmaltzy 
"chalet", was not designed by the bridge architects. 

111 A meeting of delegates from Commonwealth institutes of 
architects at the RIBA in London, unanimously recommended 
the establishment of a Commonwealth Association of Archi-
tects. which would "assess educational standards in the 
schools of architecture, facilitate reciprocity in recognition 
of qualifications, provide a clearing house of information and 
advice concerning architectural practice, management and 
techniques, recruitment and exchange of teaching staff, 
+winning arrangements between schools in developed and 
developing countries, interchange of students at all levels." 
Max Collard, President of the RAIA, is active on the pro-
visional steering committee. 
¶ Will the design of a new Commonwealth Parliament House 
be decided by an architectural competition, or by personal 
influence? Sir William Holford advised the National Capital 
Development Commission recently that a new Parliament 
House should be Canberra's first priority. 

A £3 million, 26-storey building incorporating the Stock 
Exchange of Melbourne and a branch of the A.N.Z. Bank, is 
to be erected on the bank's present site at 351 Collins 
Street, Melbourne. Buchan Laird & Buchan Pty. Ltd., archts. 

October I, 1963 

Photo: Mark Strizic 

Not only a handsome piece of architecture but also an ex-
emplary illustration of intelligent method in design, construc-
tion and job organisation, this office building for Seimens 
Halske Seimens Schubert (A'Asia) Pty. Ltd. was completed 
at 534 Church St, Richmond, (Melb). The building was 
designed for speedy construction. Most components were 
pre-fabricated: windows were pre-glazed and stained; doors 
pre-hung and delivered to the site in complete units; partition 
walls came in long lengths. Construction: lift-slab. All floor-
to-ceiling components were detailed to accommodate an 
aggregate tolerance, which includes an allowance for slab 
deflection. A 4" module with 4'0" reference grids was used 
throughout. The drawings had only the dimensions necessary 
to accurately locate components and to make provision for 
jointing and assembly with respect to the grid pattern. Also 
on this site a factory and store has been built: designed as 
a universal structure with standardised components on a 
50ft. x 40ft. grid. Office bldg: cost £180,300; gross area 
283 squares. Factory/store bldg: cost £76,100; gross area 
138 squares. Gerd & Renate Block, archts; W. L. Irwin, 
Johnston & Breedon Pty Ltd, str. engr; Gorman & Vasta, 
mech. engr; W. E. Bassett & Partners, elec. engr; Hamilton, 
Forster & Padgham, q. surveyors; Anderson Construction Pty 
Ltd. bldrs. 

Q At a week-end convention held by U of Melb architecture 
students at Healesville, arch+ Harry Seidler told his success 
story without conceit, gained respect for his uncomplicated 
and common sense approach to architecture, advised against 
individualism, and suggested working strictly within one's own 
limitations. Peter Muller philosophized provocatively, urged 
the importance of remaining true to the "Great Traditions", 
(recognizable in primitive and anonymous architecture), 
avoided explicit directives and provided a stimulus for 
attempts at deep though+. The two speakers were well-
chosen, pragmatism and profundity at end-points. 

This is the model for a new C of E, St. Bartholomew, at 
Croolcwell NSW. The planning is influenced by the liturgical 
movement. The 250 seats for the congregation radiate from 
the circular sanctuary. The centre of interest and emphasis 
is the altar, directly underneath a circular fibre-glass roof 
light. The pulpit and Bishop's chair are in the ancient position 
behind the altar and facing the congregation. The vestry and 
choir room at one end and the cloakroom at the other trans-
form the circular church proper into an overall oval plan 
shape, with a projecting entrance canopy. Robert G. Warren 
& Partners, archts. 
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The Town House Motel, Wagga Wagga NSW was built for 
the same client, with similar requirements, to the previously 
built Town House in Canberra (C-S No. I10). The same 
gallery access theme, with wildly manipulated balconies was 
developed further—as architect Dr. Enrico Taglietti ex-
presses it: "I tried to create a deeper sculptural feeling and 
a more organic fusion of forms, functions, structure and 
volumes with the intent of blending and interlocking positive-
negative volumes and planes to a richer expression of space. 
The projecting flower boxes and the complementary diagonal 
cutting of the corners are to underline a contrapuntal com-
position for the penetration of the surrounding negative space 
and for the positive "concrete" volume trying to escape its 
physical limitations towards a less inhibited state". This is 
indeed an uninhibited architecture, possessed by an enthusi-
astic and vigorous imagination. The play with forms does 
no damage to the efficient functions of the motel as a 
building-to-spend-a-night-in, and if instant identification of 
place and the prospect of excitement are a motel's stock-in-
trade this building projects a faithfully purpose-related image. 
Dr. Enrico Taglietti, archt; Quigan, Gam & Sellick, str. engrs; 
K. Bishop, air cond. consultant; G. Flamia Construction, bldr. 
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This is a model, superimposed on a site photograph of pro-
posed extensions to the R.A.C. building, Perth. The additions 
comprise two floors above the present level, plus a lateral 
extension of one bay on the ground floor and two bays on 
succeeding floors, to a total addition of 26,000 square feet. 
Cameron, Chisholm & Nicol, archts. 

IT The Architectural Review for July '63, features three 
examples of non-featurist "Australian Domestic": Flats at 
Blues Point, Sydney—Harry Seidler, archt; house at Hunter's 
Hill, Sydney—Clarke Gazzard & Yeomans, archts; and a house 
and flat in South Yarra, Melb—Grounds, Romberg & Boyd, 
archts. Photos and plan are presented and all are compli-
mented with an astute criticism which only errs occasionally 
e.g. by referring to Melbourne's "forgotten pioneer of 
modern domestic architecture, Kinnear", who is surely meant 
to be Annear (unless Kinnear is some bloke who really has 
been forgotten), and sometimes presumes an authoritative 
tone for judgements that would be difficult to justify, let 
alone verify e.g. "Melbourne 	. for better or worse—is 
the Australian city which seems to deserve the appellation 
'cultured' in the European sense. Sydney does not ...." and 
"In Melbourne one might delude oneself that one was living 
in an English climate, in Sydney one cannot", a statement 
which would be cold comfort indeed to Melburnians on a 
hot north wind summer's day, but which does give Sydney-
siders a chance to redress the balance of favour in the 
climate of culture syndrome. 
if In Melbourne, the talk was on calamities. The Royal Com-
mission report on the Kings Bridge collapse was tabled. 
Defects in design premises were not blamed, but those 
responsible for faults in materials production, execution and 
supervision were severely admonished. The Premier, Mr. 
Bolte, issued invitations to a very exclusive bridge party. 
At the new Spencer Street Railway Station construction 
seemed to be proceeding from near-completion back towards 
design stage as downpipes were replaced, columns removed 
and re-arranged and an independent firm of consulting en-
gineers called in to make structural calculations. 
(j Howlett & Bailey of Perth have been appointed architects 
for the base town for the U.S. Navy radio station at Exmouth. 
Consulting engineers also appointed include D. H. Fraser 
(Perth;) MacDonald, Wagner & Priddle and W. E. Bassett & 
Partners. The initial phase of base support units to be de-
signed include enlisted men's subsistence facilities and bar-
racks, officers' quarters, commissariat, and central refrigera-
tion plant. 
(j In W.A., new projects include the £200,000 Esplanade Unit 
Hotel, Albany; (Oldham Boas Ednie-Brown & Partners, 
archts); Dowerin Town Hall, the first stage in a civic centre 
group ultimately to include council offices and library, around 
a garden court, (Margaret A. Feilman, archt); Grove Shop-
ping Centre of 32 single shops, food market, two-storey 
department store and parking for 300 cars, on a five acre 
site, (W. G. Bennett, Allen & Allen, archts). 

Church of the Holy Trinity, C of E, Blackall, Western Queens-
land. From the flat featureless country of the Blackall area, 
a bold spire rises behind long low screen walls. Roof plan 
is octagonal, with the spire at the apex, through which south-
facing glazing admits light to the altar below. Sensitive 
and serene handling of a sprawling roof form and surround-
ing garden areas. R. F. Gibson, archt; R. J. McWilliam & 
Ptners, str. engrs. 

Q'land Chapter of the RAIA is holding a Convention on 
October 4, 5, and 6, at Lennon's Hotel, Broadbeach. Papers 
will explore further some of the themes brought up at the 
RAIA Adelaide Convention. Some typical titles: "The Public 
Image of the Architect Today", "Is the Package Deal Threat 
Real?", "Estimating and Job Cost Control." 



■ l M IN 
NI air NO l~ }!'N 

Photo: David Moore 

Peter Johnson, archt: own house, Chatswood. Rough bricks, 
raw conc., corr. asb. cement roof, exposed R.S.J's., and giant 
timber sections, pine ceilings clear finished, Tasmanian oak 
doors highly finished. Five levels with large vertical circula-
tion space —freely spaced openings, surprise views based 
on sound reasoning from inside but a little wilful from the 
outside. K. G. Landers, bldrs. £440 per square. 
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House at Hunters Hill: John James, archt. Covers almost 
the whole of a tree-studded corner site in Olde Worlde 
Hunters Hill. Garden walls and suggestion of roof beyond 
give a long low rambling langour appropriate to the area. 
Concrete blocks are in scale with neighbouring masonry, 
but a pink fascia jars. Courtyards are meticulously paved 
and pooled and interior and exterior circulation carefully 
considered. 
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The epitome of pleasing finesse, precise taste and precious 
formality, this facade belongs to the Green Room Club, 
Queens Road, Melbourne. Yuncken Freeman Architects Pty 
Ltd, archts. 

The proposed Commonwealth Reserve Bank of Australia in 
the new Civic Square opposite the City Hall, Brisbane, is 
causing quite a stir. 90% of Queensland Architects have 
signed a petition requesting that the design go to open 
competition and forwarded it to the Chairman of the Reserve 
Bank. In an interview with the press the Chairman denied 
receiving the petition. The whole issue is causing concern, 
and the need for open discussion on such a public issue is 
strongly recommended. 

Private building of flats in Melbourne seems to be recovering 
from the credit squeeze, with a newly found interest in some 
of the older areas, close to the centre of the city, developed 
for rental rather than sale. Perhaps because finance is not 
so freely available and landlords are more concerned with 
maintenance than vendors, a more austere architectural form 
is often the result, the nouveau-riche features of the boom 
days having become economic as well as aesthetic liabilities. 
This development, shown above, is typical. Three separate 
blocks of low cos+ bachelor's flats, a total of 24, built for 
rental, between Lennox and Carroll Streets, Richmond. 
Certainly austere and unpretentious, a more sensitive eaves 
detail would have helped to establish a more purposeful and 
positive design. Kenneth McDonald & Associates, archts. 
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This house at Forestville, NSW, for the Timber Development 
Association, was built as winner of an all-timber house com-
petition; sold to the R.C. Church for an Art Union prize, and 
won by a gentleman from Marrickville for 2/-. Structural 
and external cladding — oiled timbers stained black or umber; 
plaster internal linings; ceiling height doors; small scale 
volumes within a complex arrangement of screened courts. 
John Allen and Russell Jack, archts. 



ANOTHER r  EXPERT ? 

n 

They say every man is an 
expert in something (you pro-
bably have dozens calling on 
you every day). 

Our men are experts in floors. 
They have to be, because we 
have Australia's largest range 
of smooth surface flooring. 

Rubber. Vinyl - Asbestos 
tiles. Parquetry, Cork, Flex-
ible Vinyl tiles. Vynolay sheet  

vinyl. Linoleum. Carpet un-
derlay. 

And a host of patterns—
marbles, mosaics, straws and 
woods—in our range of Am-
tico Vinyl Tiles. 

We provide the service that 
goes with them—an expert 
service, to follow your speci-
fications to the letter. 

Why not phone us ? 

DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 
96 Flinders Street, Melbourne 63 0371 
27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney 2 0969 
Centenary Place, Brisbane 31 0271 
473 Murray Street, Perth 21 5566 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide 	8 1641 
27 Argyle Street, Hobart 2 6581 
18 Paterson Street, Launceston 2 2067 
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