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The Australian Architectural Convention in Adelaide, May 
18-24, 1963, produced a multiplicity of variations on the 
middle term of the theme: Repose, Reform and Revolution 
—not only from the main papers by Professor Zelman 
Cowan, Mr. L. D. Hatch, Mr. G. L. Moline and Mr. D. O. 
Sands—but even more significantly, from the many speakers 
who presented their opinions during the Group Study Ses-
sions. Convention attenders are not revolutionary types and, 
of course, all the reposers stayed home, so naturally the con-
sensus of opinion was for Reform, particularly in these areas 
of architectural practice: 
(i) Service to clients—more efficient arch'I service is re-
quired, with emphasis on fixed cost limits, completion of 
contracts on time. Suggested ways of achieving these de-
mands—better training of architects in business management, 
in undergrad. and post-grad. courses. U. of NSW has started 
a post-grad. series of lectures in administration for architects 
—a limited enrolment of 24 was available, three times that 
number applied. Cost control and programming techniques 
e.g. Critical Path Method should be studied, especially by 
practising architects. There was a tendency amongst some 
of the speakers in the study groups to pass the responsibility 
for promoting management expertise entirely on to the archi-
tecture schools. Admittedly the schools could and should do 
more, but the time lag between training a student and his 
assuming a responsible position in architectural practice may 
be 5-10 years, or longer. The leaders of the profession must 
lead, now, in their own practices. 
(ii) A survey of the existing state of the profession in Aus-
tralia, similar to the RIBA "The Architect and His Office" 
is badly needed. The RAIA has talked about such a survey 
long enough, cos+ being the explanation for the delay; but 
the ultimate value is sufficient reason for investing the time 
and money that would be required. Before planning a cam-
paign of reform, it is essential to have an accurate know-
ledge of the status quo. It is unwise to interpolate the 
Australian situation from the RIBA survey, as some conven-
tion speakers did, for our local conditions are not necessarily 
similar. 

July I, 1963. 

(iii) The threat of the package-dealer. Opinions are hardly 
unanimous; only those who have actually lost work to a 
package-deal company are convinced of a crisis; most archi-
tects do not seem to be very worried about competition in 
this field. 
(iv) Domestic architecture. Professor Cowan, in the most 
comprehensive paper of the series, urged that somehow, 
architects should become involved in the design of a larger 
proportion of private houses. He recognised that often, do-
mestic design is an economic liability in an architect's office, 
and suggested that a revised concept of arch'I services in 
this regard may be necessary. The point was not thoroughly 
explored in discussion, but one of the resolutions of the final 
session gave hope "that a committee be appointed to inves-
tigate the provision of more good domestic architecture 
by architects." 

(v) Public Image of the Architect. Public Relations men 
have accomplished their own feat of P.R.—to convince groups 
of people that they need a public image, and that if they 
already have one, then it needs to be changed by, of 
course, the P.R. men. A public image is the collection of a 
lot of individual opinions about the individual acts of another 
lot of individual people. Enough individual mistakes, remem-
bered, give rise to rash generalisations about other indi-
viduals in the same group. Moral: don't make mistakes. Be 
good—you may hurt yourself and somebody else too. Alter-
native: suppress publication of mistakes. Promote publication 
of achievements. This would be P.R. It would also be un-
scrupulous. Cut the jargon. How can architects convince 
people that architects are necessary, useful and worthwhile? 
Doesn't it always get back to simply giving the best possible 
service? There are plenty of ways in which the architect's 
services can be improved—the Convention brought some of 
them to light. Architects, practise what you preach! Finally, 
to the Convention committee—congratulations for a profes-
sionally valuable, socially delightful and functionally efficient 
organisation. 
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Perth's new Council House (a name which the local members 
prefer to "Town Hall") is now established as a landmark 
in Perth's "best" street. Its splendid isolation from com-
petitors in the glass box race is unique and likely to remain 
so. It turns out that the Stirling Gardens site has not been 
violated, and the building gains charm from its setting. The 
Council Chamber comes off dramatically well; a circular 
aedicule with viewing aisles for the mobocracy—observation 
through double glazed screens, audition by relay system. The 
Mayoral suite and Reception lounge are elegant and dig-
nified. One sneaky point—raise the wrong venetian blind and 
you may catch an eyeful of a.c. ductwork or even toilets. 
Howlett & Bailey, archts; J. Hawkins & Sons Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 



VIEW FROM MONTEFIORE HILL. 
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ADELAI D E 
If Some of the most interesting recent architecture in 
Adelaide is within the University grounds. On a sloping 
site, facing north with a view towards the River Torrens, the 
University is extremely fortunate in its location, but seems to 
have no idea how to exploit its advantages in developing the 
space between buildings with such townscape elements as 
change of level, interrupted vista, closure, truncation, sur-
prise disclosure, paving texture and planting. The older build-
ings are haphazardly placed and it is too early to tell whether 
Tile newer ones will pull the whole collection into a coherent 
sequence of spaces. Caused no doubt by a shortage of 
ground space, the principle of siting new buildings so far 
seems to have been determined by Dental School habits—if 
you see a cavity, fill it. Five of the new buildings are shown 
in this issue of C-S. 
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Physical & Inorganic Chemistry Laboratories. Conc. frame 
and floor slab, manganese brick end walls and lift shaft, pre-
cast side panels to cols with sprayed in-situ concrete facing, 
and elaborate sun control—pre-cast white pierced conc. ver-
tical panels with aluminium louvre horizontal screens. A 
flourish of finishes that should have been visually disastrous, 
but is saved by attentive detailing and a boldness of concept 
that helps to quell the textural restlessness of this facade. 
Cheesman, Doley, Brabham and Neighbour, archts; Barnes & 
Associates, str. engrs; W. E. Basset & Ptners, mech. & elec. 
engrs; Rider Hunt & Ptners, q. surveyors; F. Fricker Ltd., 
bldrs. 

This is Teachers' College, the largest building under con-
struction on the University grounds. Its size dominates both 
the immediate area and the well-known Adelaide skyline view 
from the Montefiore Hill. The outline of the building is 
crisp and its form simple, and for once the roof-top has not 
been a neglected part of the design. However, standing in 
singular isolation from the city proper, its great bulk cries 
out for companion towers to relieve its lonely monumen-
tality. The bulkily looming end shafts frame a curtain wall 
facade screened by an aluminium grille—such an open 
grille that wind or sun screening is apparently not intended, 
but it seems an elaborate and out-of-scale device merely to 
provide security for window cleaners and student hypso-
phobes. Public Building Dept., archts. 

The Biological Sciences building, almost completed, sports a 
checkerboard facade in two +ones of brick, sliced by hori-
zontal bands of adjustable vertical louvres, and a confused 
roof top conglomeration. The red brick lecture theatre is 
encircled by a blind arcade of meaningless arches filled in 
with yellow brick panels. Woods, Bagot, Laybourne-Smith 
and Irwin, archts; F. Fricker Ltd., bldrs. 



Also reaching completion is this annex to Engineering, known 
as the Computer Building. This looks like being the smartest 
and most direct building on the University Grounds. A 
simple and orderly discipline controls the elevations, struc-
tural detailing and expression are consistent and there is a 
satisfying lack of superfluous changes in facing materials. 
Designed by the University of Adelaide Staff Architects. 
A. W. Baulderstone Ltd., Bldrs. 

This pleasant and reticently-designed building is the Bragg 
Physics Laboratories. Steel structural frame on an 8 ft grid, 
r. conc. floors for the multi-storey Lab. section. Lecture 
theatre—red brick, steel joists, steel roof decking. Study 
Group D of the Convention appreciated the good acoustic 
conditions of this theatre. Hassell & McConnell, archts; Peak 
Construction Co. Ltd. 

National Mutual Life Assurance Co., King William Street. 
Leith & Bartlett in association with Bruer, von Schramek, 
Bruer and Dawes, archts. Expertly detailed, glossy "prestige-
type" building, with curious but gay little rectangles picked 
out in the panel below each window. S. J. Wier Pty Ltd, 
bldrs. 

Mutual Life & Citizens, Victoria Square. Bates Smart and 
McCutcheon, in association with Cheesman, Doley, Brabham 
and Neighbour, archts. This building really comes to life 
when deep shadows are cast by the sunscreens, or at night 
with lights on inside. On a dull day, as in this photograph, 
the constant pattern on all elevations becomes a little 
tedious. 

National Insurance Co. of N.Z. Ltd., Weymouth Street. Has-
sell & McConnell, archts; Marshall & Brougham Ltd, bldrs. 
Very suave street facades, sheathed in an intricately woven 
black oxidized bronze screen. When visited by C-S, sunlight 
through this screen was casting dappled shadows on to the 
floor—highly photogenic, fascinating light and shade con-
trasts, and acutely discomforting for the performance of 
visual tasks. 
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DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 
DUNLOP HARDBOARD UNDERLAY 

IMPORTANCE OF GOOD SURFACE 
An even sub-floor is of vital importance in the satisfactory 
application and performance of any applied smooth surface 
flooring material. 

The following extract from The Australian Standards 
Association (CA37)-1962 states: 
"5.3 WOOD SUB-FLOORS 
5.3.1. Construction. Tiles shall not be laid directly on old 
or new strip wood sub-floors. Such sub-floors shall have an 
underlay of either special hardboard flooring underlay of not 
less than 4 in. nominal thickness, or of moisture-resistant 
plywood of not less than 4 in. nominal thickness, complying 
with AS 06, Plywood for General Purposes. Where hard-
board sheets are used they shall be wetted down 24 hours 
before use, in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions. 

Hardboard sheets shall not exceed 4 ft. 6 in. x 4 ft. and shall 
be laid with the joints staggered in one direction. A gap no 
greater than 32 in. shall be left between sheets. Under certain 
stable weather conditions the sheets may be brought into 
moderate contact. 

Plywood sheets shall not exceed 6 ft. x 3 ft. and shall be 
laid with the joints staggered in one direction. 

The hardboard or plywood sheets shall be nailed at 6 in. 
centres from the centre and at not more than 4 in. centres at 
I- inch in from the edges, using either 1 in. 14 gauge ring-
grooved buttress nails having 10 gauge heads or divergent 
point staples not less than â in. long. Nails shall be driven 
flush with the surface of the sheets. A punch shall not be used." 
Dunlop 4 in. Hardboard Underlay complies with this standard 
being specially sanded to gauge to provide an even base for 
any floor covering to be laid on timber. 

As Dunlop Hardboard Underlay normally eliminates the 
need for sanding (except in extreme cases), and underfelt, 
very little additional cost is involved with the added advantage 
of a permanently even surface. 

MELBOURNE: 96 Flinders St. 63 0371. 
SYDNEY: 27-33 Wentworth Ave. 2 0969. 
BRISBANE: Centenary Pl. 31 0271. 
PERTH: 473 Murray St. 21,3085. 
ADELAIDE: 131-133 Pirie St. 8 1641. 
HOBART: 27 Argyle St. 2 6581. 
LAUNCESTON: 18 Paterson St. 2 2067. 

CALL DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE FOR IMMEDIATE SPECIFIC ADVICE OR SAMPLES 

DF8251 
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