
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 

CROSS-SECTION 
Issue No. 123 

t.0 t'LOOR PLAN 

January I, 1963. 

4 This is the Hale School War Memorial Hall, Perth, 
which has been awarded the RIBA Bronze Medal (W.A.) 
for 1959/61. Architects in association: Marshall Clifton and 
Anthony Brand, with Brand Ferguson and Solarski. The jury, 
Messrs. J. W. Howlett, D. Silver and J. G. White, members 
of the R.A.I.A., and Mr. S. L. Prescott, Vice-Chancellor of 
the University of W.A. praised the architects for producing 
"a robust masculine and well proportioned design which 
has symbolic significance as well as a very practical pur-
pose; and congratulated the builders, Messrs. J. Hawkins 
and Son Pty. Ltd., "on the result of the pioneer work they 
undertook" in the erection of this all-exposed off-the-form 
(rough sawn jarrah) reinforced concrete building. A cour-
ageous decision by the jury, for a courageous building. It is 
difficult to imagine public school committees in the Eastern 
States sharing such courage. But before all the young 
bloods leap on to the beton brut band-wagon, please note 
the plan—the rather stodgy symmetry, the forcing of a 
dramatic fenestration pattern that bears only a whimsical 
relationship to internal use—particularly in the identical 
committee rooms flanking the balcony, each of which dis-
play a different window treatment in an otherwise monu-
mentally symmetrical facade. Because of its rugged con-
struction and off-beat rhythms the Hale School Hall looks 
fashionably avant-garde, but deep down isn't this disregard 
of plan in the interests of sculptural expressionism charac-
teristic of pre-revolutionary Beaux-Arts? This Hale School 
Hall, this architecture, may serve as a touchstone of taste 
and temperament for many years to come. 
Q The Royal Commission into the failure of Kings Bridge 
(Melb) continues. Many fascinating bits of information 
have emerged, amongst them this engaging admission: an 
engineer (whom C-S will allow to remain anonymous) reply-
ing to a question said that his answer would be 'As an 
engineer, yes'', ''As a scientist, no." 



Pnotos: uavid Moore 

Two adjacent buildings in Macquarie St, Sydney; Mena 
House (right of photo), and the William Bland Centre 
(left) were both designed by H.P. Oser, Fomberteaux & 
Associates, archts; Mena House in conjunction with Peter 
Smith, archt. Considered as surface pattern only, the 
vertical emphasis of the mullions on Mena House is more 
successful as a street wall than the restless rhythm of the 
curtain wall of the William Bland Centre. Should Mena 
House, the later design, have been more sympathetic 
towards its neighbour? Should Mena House have followed 
the irritating wall pattern of its predecessor, even to the 
detriment of ils own facade? And if it should, how could 
it, assuming that the separate clients would naturally wish 
their separate buildings to appear separate? In a city 
street it seems unlikely that, with private ownership of 
land, the desire to assert the individual entity of each 
property will ever give way to consideration of the total 
street-shape. Advance Australaisser-faire. 

Perspective, plan and section of the first award (£250), 
won by Hassell & McConnell, archts, in the "Timber Home 
of the Year" Competition organised by the Timber 
Development Association of Australia, S.A. Branch. Assessor: 
Robin Boyd, F.R.A.I.A. Trim, taut, but not quite terrific, the 
winning design is a typically slick "first-prize-type" design. 
The central service core is a compact planning idea, but 
leads inevitably to highest ceilings for smallest rooms, with 
clearstory windows that are difficult to control either for 
ventilation or sun penetration. The house will be built on 
one of four sites owned by the T.D A at Gree"wood Grove, 
Urrbrae Park four miles from the Adelaide G.P.O. 
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This is the Cat and Fiddle Square, Hobart. The Cat & 
Fiddle motif comes to life on the hour, when the clock 
chimes, the cat fiddles, the cow appears from behind the 
moon and proceeds to jump over it, and a dish and a spoon 
materialise from behind the cat. Often over 500 people 
watch the performance. The scheme was begun by Charles 
Davis Limited who owned property from Elizabeth Street to 
Murray Street and another in Collins Street, which was 
separated from the first by some City Council property. 
The council agreed to lease this land to Charles Davis so 
that the three streets could be linked. Other stores in the 
block co-operated fully in the scheme by erecting new 
shop fronts and extensions onto the arcade and by providing 
access doors from one store to another or into the arcade 
without coming out into the street. This is probably unique 
in Australia, as of course the Cat & Fiddle is itself. the 
work carried out on behalf of Charles Davis, which included 
sixty new arcade shops, cost £400,000. Philp, Leighton, 
Floyd & Beattie, archts. T. M. Lipscombe Pty. Ltd, bldrs. 
While the design does not reach great architectual heights, 
from a town planning aspect, by opening up the backs of 
existing department stores and regenerating pedestrian 
traffic in the centre of the city, the scheme is an unqualified 
success. 

The persistent problem with the hyperbolic paraboloid is 
what to do underneath it and where it meets the ground. 
In this office bldg for R.G. Cram & Sons, Woonona, N.S.W., 
the internal walls are of timber with glass above 7 ft so that 
the h-p form registers internally as well as externally. External 
glazing is simply arranged, but under an h-p roof of this 
small size (58 ft wide x 79 ft) even the merest manipulation 
of mullions and openable windows tends to detract from the 
essentially dynamic sweep of the roof. R.G. Cram & Sons 
are constructional engineers and Mr. Tony Cram, one of the 
sons, is a consulting engineer specialising in stressed con-
crete. The h-p shape was his idea, and the architects, 
Robertson & Hindmarsh, designed the office to fit under this 
concrete umbrella. 



Main speakers at the Australian Architectural Convention 
in Adelaide, May, 1963, will be Sir George Paton, Vice-
Chancellor, U of Melb; Mr. L. D. Hatch, A.M.P. Society, 
Sydney; Mr. G. L. Moline, Stephenson & Turner, Sydney; 
and Mr. D. O. Sands, Hawkins & Sands, Perth. Convention 
enquiries should be addressed to The Convention Secretary, 
195 Victoria Square, Adelaide. 

Rightly or wrongly, most private architects expect the 
C'wlth Dept of Works to produce buildings that are 
conceived in a spirit of conservative compromise and ex-
ecuted in a disastrous range of uncomplimentary materials 
and politician-inspired features. This new Post Office at 
Dandenong, Vic, designed and constructed under supervision 
of the C'wlth D of W for the P.M.G.'s Dept is conservative 
but not crass, and perhaps is indicative of a new wave of 
younger archts beginning to make their presence felt. A 
residue of old-style D of W design attitudes is seen in the 
pavement perimeter planting boxes, which occur right where 
a bldg needs least confusion — i.e. at ground level. The 
panels, with black granite, white mosaic tiles and grey cement 
upper floors are clad with semi-polished exposed aggregate 
bricks to the ground floor. Cost £143,000. W.C. Burne Sr 
Sons Pty Ltd, bldrs. 

This is St. Francis Theological College Library and Refectory 
(top photo) and Sub-Warden's Residence (below), Bishops-
bourne, Brisbane. Competent bldgs, with perhaps too many 
materials on the Library front, but in fact a very satisfying 
answer to their surroundings. Lund, Hutton, Newell, Black & 
Paulsen, archts; G.E. Day & Son Pty Ltd, bldrs. 

Photo: David Moore 

These photographs are of the model of the new Sydney 
Water Board Building, to be erected on the corner of 
Pitt and Bathurst Streets, atop Brickfield Hill. Est. cost 
£4.4 mill, including land. Three basements, ground floor, 23 
upper floors and above these a multi-level space for mech. 
services—total height approx 330 ft. The vigorously 
modelled facade is a sensitive and sensible expression of 
structure, run control panels and cladding — pre-cast cone. 
panels with an acid etched surface layer of ground granite 
chips and white cement. The joints between individual 
cladding units will be strongly pronounced. Sun control 
panels are 3'6'' beyond the windows and act in conjunction 
with horizontal louvred metal screens which they support. 
The metal screens are designed to allow light to reflect onto 
the inside face of the vertical panels. With heavy guard 
rails these screens also serve as platforms for cleaning the 
windows and facades of the building. At second floor level 
(staff cafeteria) the panels project beyond those above in 
order to give protection to the deeper windows of the 
ground floor, to form a series of cafeteria balconies and 
a rainwater catchment. McConnel, Smith & Johnson, archts; 
Woolacott, Hale, Bond & Corlett, str engrs; Donoghue & 
Carter, mech & elec engrs; Cameron & Middleton, quantity 
surveyors. 

q From the 1961 Census figures: 170,000 Australian families 
are living in huts, sheds, shared houses and other inadequate 
homes that are "sub-standard". 



HERE'S THE BEAUTY OF■UM■ 

DUNLOP SERVICE 
FOR ALL FLOORING-IT'S COMPLETE 

From first plan to final polish, flooring service by Dunlop and 
approved contractors is complete. Advice, design, colour planning 
and quotations can be readily supplied without obligation. 
Dunlop complete Contract service ensures expert installation and 
specialised guidance on ease of maintenance. The Dunlop range 
of smooth surface flooring is the most imaginative and complete 
in Australia. It includes Dunlop Vinyl Wall Tiles — Dunlop 
Rubber Sheet and Tiles — Vinyl Coved Skirtings — Stair 
Treads and Nosings (Vinyl, Rubber, "Trico") — Inlaid Mats — 
Linoleums — Link Mats — Fleximer Underlays — Wax-Free 
Vinyl Tile Polish — Vinyl Tile Cleaning Powder ... Plus — the 
extensive range of Amtico Flexible Vinyl Tiles. * Vinyl-Asbestos 
Tiles are being laid on the floor illustrated. 

FOR FLOORING SPECIFICATIONS CALL DUNLOP 
FLOORING SERVICE OR APPROVED CONTRACTOR. 

MELBOURNE: Dunlop Floorings Pty. Ltd., 96 Flinders Street. 63 0371. 
SYDNEY: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., 27-33 Wentworth Avenue. 2 0969. 
BRISBANE: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., Centenary Place. 310271 
PERTH: Dunlop Flooring Centre, 473 Murray Street. 213085. 
ADELAIDE: Dunlop Flooring Centre, 131-133 Pirie Street. 81647. 
HOBART: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., 27 Argyle Street. 2 6581. 
LAUNCESTON: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., 18 Paterson Street. 2 2067. 
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