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(j AWARDS FOR MERITORIOUS ARCHITECTURE 1961; 
CLASSIFICATION — Civic, Commercial, Theatres and Shops. 

AREA— Brisbane Metropolitan. In this section the Jury 
considered 30 nominations: 4 Civic, 17 Commercial, 9 Shops, 
no Theatres. 

by the RAIA Queensland Chapter: (C-S comments in italics). 

AREA — Country. In this section the Jury considered 22 
nominations: 8 Civic, 12 Commercial, 2 Shops and no 
theatres. 
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AWARD: Irvin & Johnson Building, Cordelia Street, B'bane. 
E. P. & A. I. Trewern, archts. (R. Spencer, design). Jury's 
remarks: "Planning is clean and direct, and the structure 
ably fulfils the functions for which it was designed. Excellent 
finishes have been used throughout allied with careful 
detailing. The handling of horizontal and vertical sun-
shading panels on street facade, use of colour and general 
simplicity of design have produced a building of refreshingly 
crisp and clean-cut appearance." Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness? Seriously, this building is worthy of its award. 
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COMMENDATION: Chamber of Manufactures Building, 
Wickham Terrace. Theo Thynne & Associates, archts. (R. 
F. Gibson, design). Jury's remarks: "A dignified office 
building showing refinement and suitability of character, 
(which is?) with well handled interiors fo Auditorium and 
Board Room. 
COMMENDATION: Miss Shirley's Shoe Store, Rowes 
Arcade. R. F. Gibson, archi. Jury's remarks: "A successful 
essay in interior design; photo-murals, fittings and furniture 
combine to produce an aura of refinement and elegance 
evident to even the casual passerby. Seductive Miss Shirley's. 
Also illustrated in C-S No. 112 Feb. 62. 
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AWARD: Tewantin Post Office. B'bane office of C'wlth D 
of W, archts. Jury's remarks: " ... the three elements of 
Post Office, Amentities Section and Exchange Building 
linked together to form a cohesive design. Suitable materials 
and forms of construction have been used to produce a 
simple, direct and economic solution. The building is con-
sidered particularly successful in that it shows 'good manners' 
towards its neighbours, it is human in scale and its character 
of unpretentious 'village' building fits very happily into the 
small country town atmosphere." Not a gimmick in sight. 
(Flagpoles are standard equipment, seats are functional, 
foliage is soothing). 
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COMMENDATION: Shell Oil Co. Admin. Building, South 
Townsville. Lund, Hutton, Newell, Black & Paulsen; archts. 
Jury's remarks: "This building is the modern idiom (i.e. 
post-Stone-Age. Ed. Stone) and dramatic sculptural form 
has a simple and effective plan and makes a sincere effort 
to combat climatic conditions with extensive sun-screening 
and shading." A commendation for a stock pierced block? 
Touché le cliché. In left foreground, two radiator grilles 
grin their compassionate congratulations. 
The key words "clean", "simple", "unpretentious", and 
"refinement" typify most of these buildings. They have, on 
the whole, the rather feeble virtue of being "not bad" 
to distinguish them from the majority of "not good" 
buildings. One can be thankful for them, without actually 
quivering with excitement. 

I Report from Adelaide: To celebrate a decade of activity 
the Adelaide Architectural Research Group held its first 
Forum in October to discuss the "Process of Architectural 
Design" — brain child of Group President and Forum 
Chairman D. Kendrick. The heated but not always relevant 
discussion which resulted was likened to a "cow on roller 
skates — it went in all directions", so said R. Greenway in 
his summing up. Papers and excellent talks were given by 
architect G. Herbert (main paper) and supporters Drs. L.B. 
and R.G. Brown, psychologist and sociologist respectively. 
Invited contributions by architects B. Claridge, A. Philpott, 
D. Michelmore and K. Neighbour added fuel to the fires of 
discussion. The closely argued papers proved tough going 
bu+ despite, or perhaps because of this, the 100 present were 
unanimous in voting it the best architectural meeting for 
some time. "Stimulating", "tremendously interesting", "well 

organised" and "we want more of this kind of meeting", were 
some of the expressions heard afterwards. On November 8, 
the Group held an equally exciting and anticipatory enquiry 
into "The potential use of the electronic computer in the 
solution of architectural planning problems." 

(j With the competition for U of Q'land's Great Hall now 
in progress, architects throughout Australia have been keenly 
studying photos of the site and environs that were part of 
the Conditions. The need for a Master Landscape Plan for 
the University is obvious—the University Senate would 
show wisdom and foresight in planning now to match the 
opportunity of achieving a really Great Hall, not as an 
isolated incident, but as the beginning of a total venture 
giving purpose and beauty to the space between buildings 
as well as to the buildings themselves. 
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"Hooker-Rex" proposed Satellite Town at Darra, Brisbane, 
gets off to a bad start. A parade of Architect-designed 

homes which was to set the standard for future development 
gives the public a preview of this "Top Line Real Estate 
Project." As can be seen, (above) the architects failed 
miserably—and no excuses are possible. Landscaping is 
non-existent and this "Comedy of Architectural Manners" is 
performed in its naked setting with shocking results. It is 
some comfort to report that the bridge access to the estate 
is still no further advanced than one lone pile driven with 
great ceremony by the Lord Mayor. Maybe the entire 
scheme may sink back into the bush and nature retrieve the 
whole farce from the vulgar gaze. 

¶ After the excitement of individual and team performances 
at the seventh British Empire and Commonwealth Games at 
Perth, attention concentrates upon the buildings constructed 
for the occasion, buildings which outlast the event which 
promoted their existence, and which cannot be judged with 
the indisputable authority of a stop-watch, measuring tape 
or scoreboard. 

At the Perry Lakes Athletics Stadium, the Sir Thomas 
Meagher Pavilion, which might have led the architectural 
field, engenders the wish that for bldgs as well as athletes 
there should be elimination trials in open competition. As 
it stands, an ad hoc collection of curtain wall panelling 
and bricks, the pavilion perpetuates the municipal aesthetic 
of pomp beyond circumstance. On either end of the 
pavilion zig-zag platforms staggered to allow television 
cameras a complete coverage. A form-follows-function 
exercise—is the end worth the means? The stadium 
accommodates 40,000; cost £I mill, was built by E. Allwood 
& Son and designed by the Perth City Ccl Architects Dept, 
under the direction of architect W.A. Mcl. Green, who is 
also Town Clerk. 

The Beatty Park Aquatic Centre, also designed by the 
Perth C.C. Arch. Dept. is similar in spirit to the Athletics 
Stadium, but ringed with awkward ancillary appendages. 
Tile paving around the pools—an Italianate performance 
in black, cream and mottled blue, is hardly subtle, but is 
actually successful as an overall pattern and assists in 
reducing glare. H.A. Doust Pty Ltd, bldrs. 

The Pool Refreshment Kiosk and Pool Manager's Residence, 
a total 35 squares under a common roof, with privacy 
controlled by circular walled courts. This is an architectural 
gem. Black painted steel frame, metal deck, timber ceilings 
and grey split concrete block. Cost £17,500. Howlett & 
Bailey, archts; Toia & Power, bldrs. 

The Boxing Stadium, built for and to become the playing 
headquarters of the Amateur Basketball Association of W.A., 
creates out of the most economical of means: castellated 
steel bents, corr. asbestos roofing and no-fines conc. block — 
an architectural impact as direct as a straight left. This is 
not a building for architects with glass jaws. Cost £49,000, 
i.e. approx £150 per square for a space 226 ft x 112 ft, to 
accommodate (for basketball) 3 courts and permanent 
seating for 700 people. F.G.B. Hawkins & Desmond Sands, 
archts; G.T. Robinson & Co. Pty Ltd, bldrs. 



If For the most part the clutch of motels that have sprung 
up around Perth to accommodate the anticipated 25,000 
visitors to the Games can be safely left for descriptive 
purposes to the judgement of their own press releases: 

"You could be in Honululu, Miami, Las Vegas or Bermuda 
when you step into one of the luxury suites of the new 
Freeway (Motel) in Mill Points Rd; South Perth. The 
Freeway has the clean tailored setting of the modern 
world." Like, yeah man. Cost £270,000. Sixty suites, swimming 
pool, fountain, t.v. etc. Krantz and Sheldon, archts; Brenton 
Buildings Pty Ltd, bldrs. 

"Australiana has been used extensively in Riverside Lodge". 
(Mounts Bay Rd, Perth). "The lounge bar features a relief 
map of Australia on one wall and a display of aboriginal 
weapons of another." "Guests first meet Pete (the pelican 
mascot — Ed's note) when they drive to the main entrance. 
He stands, a blaze of neon lighting, in the tropical garden. 
Smaller models are dotted through the foyer, lounge and 
dining room and the hotel's stationery carries a picture of 
him." A wondrous bird is the pelican .. 

The best, architecturally, of the bunch of motels is +his, the 
Travelodge Private Hotel, Terrace Drive; refreshingly simple 
and gimmick-free by comparison with all the others. 
Accommodation — 54 units with provision for 32 units on 
four future floors. Present top floor contains restaurant, 
kitchen and guest lounge, with view southwards over riverside 
playing fields. Construction—r. conc frame & slab, brick 
infill panels, pre-cast exposed aggregate balcony fronts. 
Separate single storey bldg is manager's residence, reception 
area and offices. Parry, Rosenthal & Assoc, archts; G. Kateiva, 
str engr; R.A. Berryman & Assoc, elec cons; Wood & 
Grieve, a/c cons; W.J. Spencer, plumbing cons; J. Rawlinson 
& Partners, q. surveyors; A. Doubikin, bldr. 

(j The Perth Town Hall, partially completed for the Games, 
and the Games Village deserve a more thorough assessment 
than is possible in C-S space, but at the Village Centre two 
buildings worth reporting are: 

Village Administration Buildings, temporary structures in 
which a strictly minimum budget requirement (£44,000 for 
supply, erection and removal) has produced a tight and 
terse archi statement which might easily have been comprised 
by an urge for finesse if even a little more money had been 
available. Cameron, Chisolm & Nicol, archts for planning 
and design; State Housing Commission for working drawings 
and supervision. 

The Village Super Market: white sand-lime brickwork, steel 
frame & trusses, aluminium roof deck; economical but 
effective. Cost £22,000. Cameron, Chisolm & Nicol, archts; 
Wood & Grieve, cons engrs; Mensaros and Thurzo, bldrs. 

Buildings proposed or under construction: three storey 
dining hall and two residential blocks for U of NSW; con-
tract price £280,000; NSW Govt Archt (consistently high 
standard of work from this office); D.G. Sandin Pty Ltd, 
bldrs. Two-storey admin & teaching block, a laboratory bldg 
& an amenities bldg, for newly-established Whyalla Division 
of S.A. Inst. of Technology; Walkley & Welbourne, archts. 
Four-storey addition to western wing of John Martin's store 
(Adelaide) and six-storey extensions on Charles St & North 
Terrace frontages; Woods, Begot Laybourne-Smith & Irwin, 
archts; Fricker Bros, bldrs. £90,000. Twelve-storey Q'land 
headquarters of Manufacturers Mutual Insurance Ltd, Queen 
St, B'bane; street front—aluminium sun screen; Buchanan, 
Felton & Lovell, archts. Submitted to Sydney C. Ccl for 
approval : £2 mill 17-storey combined residential and office 
bldg by Hooker Projects, (the mixed occupancy will require 
amending the bldg code), Alexander Kann & Assoc, archts. 
g Contract for the second stage in the construction of 
Melb's Cultural Centre was awarded to A.V. Jennings 
Industries (Aust.) Ltd; cost £929,896; completion, June 
1964. This stage includes the podium, a 10" conc. slab on 
350 steel cols, which will cover the whole gallery site. 
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