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This photo of a study model of the new £2 m 4 storey 
library for the Uni of WA shows a view from the north-
west. The bldg will accommodate 800 readers & 240,000 
volumes, & is sited south of Winthrop Hall to form one 
boundary of the Great Court, flanked to the west by the 
new physics bldgs & to the east by the proposed arts bldg. 
Cameron, Chisholm & Nicol, archts; Professor Gordon 
Stephenson, consulting archi. 
Ì Prahran Council (Melb) had issued a building permit 
in March '61 for a £415,000, 13 storey block of 65 flats in 
St. George's-rd, Toorak. Since the permit was granted, the 
council has changed its bldg height by-law to prevent multi-
storey buildings being erected in St. George's-rd and other 
"exclusive" parts of Toorak. On October 8, 1962, Prahran 
Ccl cancelled the building permit for the block of flats, on 
the grounds that construction should begin within a year of 
the permit being granted, and very little work had actually 
begun. The site is adjacent to the home of the Federal 
Treasurer, Mr. Holt. 
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When an architect is asked to design a building to occupy a site adjacent to existing buildings that project a distinctive 
architectural character, the question always arises "How to design in keeping with the surroundings?" An easy way out is to 
try to imitate them. Rarely a success, for times change availability of materials and craftsmen, and attitudes towards design, 
both visual and functional may no longer be consonant with the archetype. The Gothic architects extended their cathedrals in 
the style that was present, not prior. Even in Oxford and Cambridge new University buildings no longer ape the glories that are 
past but self-confidently employ the full resources of modern technology and aesthetics to create an environment fit for 20th 
century activities. Sense and society besides, on even aesthetic grounds the tension between good old and good new is an 
exciting dichotomy, preferable fo the similacrum of "in harmony with". When a new building is large enough to create its own 
precinct of architectural character, as this new Arts Building for the University of W.A. certainly is, to back out of the 
responsibility of originating an appearance rather than reflecting one is a cowardly act. To make matters worse, this new Arts 
building is supposed to be good-neighbourly not only to the original Allsop project, but to the new library—a vigorous and 
proudly modern building, shown in model form below. (See C-S No. 109, Nov. '61). To escape this dilemma, the Arts building 
has resorted to the coy and the nostalgic —"All the entrances will have big lamps of the type used to illuminate city streets. 
These will be supported on wrought-iron brackets on each side of the doorway." (The West Australian, Sept 28). The main 
entrance feature is feeble, the fenestration drab, and it helps not at all to know that one of the enclosed courts has the dimensions 
of the Fortune Theatre of Elizabethan times. External cladding, stone. Roof, red Cordova-pattern tile. The building will be on 
the eastern side of the Great Court and connected by a bridge at first floor level to the new library. The three storey block 
contains offices, studies and administration, and the two storey block, lecture theatres seating 200 each, six smaller lecture rooms, 
a language laboratory and 12 seminar rooms. Marshall Clifton, architect; Professor Gordon Stephenson, architect in association. 

Q One of the points that Dr. Reyner Benham stressed so 
frequently at the RATA Convention was the urgent necessity 
for the architect to organise the formidable body of informa-
tion that is scattered throughout countless journals and 
trade literature into a coherent, rational and assimilable 
pattern. The system which has gained most international 
acceptance, and which has been thoroughly publicised and 
utilized by the Architects' Journal, is called SfB. The letters 
of its name come from the Swedish name of the committee 
that created it, the Samarbetskommitteen for Byggnads-
fragor. Until now the system has not made a noticeable 
impact on Australian architects but in their October/ 
November 1962 issue the magazine Building Materials has 
taken the initiative and printed the SfB Table I — 
Functional Elements and Equipment. An analysis of building 
costs is presented for the Peninsula School, Mt. Eliza, 
Victoria, on an SfB basis. This is a valuable contribution 
towards a fund of comparative studies upon which the 
resourceful architect can draw, to the benefit of his own 
practice, his client, and the building industry. A worthy 
innovation by Building Materials and a fine co-operative 
effort in generous spirit from Bates Smart & McCutcheon, 
archts; and A. V. Jennings Construction Co Pty Ltd, bldrs. 
One criticism: the dispersed layout and spiky typography of 
Building Materials badly needs re-designing. The cover 
particularly is usually appalling — typically a hideous full-
colour ad for a materials supplier. 
(j Another source of information that may be used by the 
architect to save hunting-time in magazines has been 
established by the Technical Index Library Service, Eastwood, 
N.S.W. This service, for a small fee, will search a wide range 
of Australian and overseas arch'I magazines or journals on 
a selected topic and will supply fortnightly abstracts of 
journal  urnal indices. 

The 17th National Conference and Convention of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society will be held in Sydney from 
13th-16th November 1962. 



Brisbane brut: This house, on a jagged corner block in Staf-
ford (otherwise a housing commission suburb) has made the 
natives restless. Architect J. Van Den Broek claims the re-
quirements were for a building of permanent maintenance 
free materials rather than an unusual design. 
(j Theme for the RAIA Convention, 20th to 24th May 1963, 
in Adelaide is "Architectural Practice — Repose, Reform or 
Revolution". There will be four main speakers, two from 
within the profession and two from outside it. Of the two 
architects, one will be from a relatively small firm and 
one from a large firm. Non-architects are being chosen 
from those amongst the public who have a great deal 
to do with building and the employment of architects. 
I The official journal of the RAIA, "Architecture in Aus-
tralia", for September 1962 has an excellent coverage of 
the 1962 Convention, complete with the full text of each 
paper, caricatures by George Molnar and photographs by 
David Moore that capture a fascinating range of gesture 
and grimace on occasions ceremonial, formal, incidental 
and off-beat. From the papers, some memorable quotes: 
"I feel that the last place to put a toilet is bang in the 
middle of the bathroom floor" (Dr. J. T. Herron); " 	. . 
the profession can fairly be expected to intend the 
physiological consequences of +heir architectural actions. 
It is clear that they often do not. This is their crime, that 
they do not think out clearly the physiological consequences 
of what they do 	(Dr. R. K. Macpherson); " . . . 
architecture depends on sex—on prevailing attitudes to 
sex." (Norman Cowper); "Architects can communicate, and 
can use this power to suggest, advise, even enforce patterns 
of behaviour that cause buildings to perform better as 
the environments for human activities." (Dr. Reyner Ban-
ham). But also in this issue of "Architecture in Australia" 
occurs some of the best architectural criticism that one 
could ever wish to read — the critiques by Tom Heath of 
the exhibition of Visionary Architecture at the National 
Art Gallery and of the exhibition of NSW members' and 
students' work at the Blaxland Gallery. Not at all over-
whelmed by the fantastic energy and demonic exhibitionism 
of the visionaries, nor deluded into the safe pretence that 
all the schemes were merely crackpot, Heath penetrates 
beyond the propaganda to the revealing truth that "in 
most there was a tendency to subordinate the vanity and 
richness of human life to the monstrous hypertrophy of a 
single aspect". His critique of the member's exhibition could 
very well serve as a primer for squares. Dig Heath's vocabu-
lary: "hard edge", "machine aesthetic", "hip", "memorable 
image", "functional trad", "Austerican", "Liturgical Move-
ment". If you're not with it, you're behind. 

(I Lectures for a new degree of Master of Building Science 
will begin at the Dept of Arch'I Science, University of 
Sydney, in March 1963. Candidates for the degree are 
required to submit a short thesis on an original investigation 
and take courses in six subjects: Functional Efficiency of 
Buildings, Building Services, Arch'I Structures, Building 
Materials, Scientific Methods in Buildings, and History of 
Building Science. Lectures will be given on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings over a period of twenty-four weeks. 

If Itchy fingers, and no green fingers at that, are scratching 
at Adelaide's parklands to ease car-parking irritations. A 
report entitled "The Car Parking Problem 1962" by the 
Town Clerk Mr. W. C. D. Veale suggests the establishment 
of "fringe" car parks in places such as a portion of the 
West parklands, at the corner of Glover Avenue and West 
Terrace. The idea has considerable practical merit. The 
danger is that utilitarian zeal would push it beyond the 
fringe. 

The digression in last month's C-S No 120 on the 
meaning of the words cliche, gimmick and style disturbed 
a couple of irate correspondents who claimed that diction-
ary-type definitions had been abused. One correspondent, 
resorting to Chambers dictionary, found cliche defined 
as "an electro-type or stereotype plate", but could not find 
the word "gimmick" there, although it is given on page 
738 as 'anything artful or tricky'. Any alert architect would 
surely know that both the words cliche and gimmick have 
become normal parlance in arch'I matters, that their meaning 
is already extended by current usage, and that dictionaries 
are notoriously inadequate as sources of meaning. Is the 
dictionary definition of an architect as "one who prepares 
plans for buildings" really sufficient? For further reading on 
cliches C-S suggests "In Defence of the Cliche" by J. M. 
Richards in the Architectural Review, August 1953, and on 
the meaning of style "Canons of Criticism" by Dr. Nikolaus 
Pevsner in the Architectural Review, January 1951. Proceed-
ing with considerable caution Pevsner selected from the 
twenty-eight definitions of style given by the Oxford 
dictionary, the two groups of meanings that seemed most 
appropriate to the use of the term "style" in architecture: 
style as "the manner of expression characteristic of a particu-
lar writer" (or artist of any kind, including architects pre-
sumably) and a "definite type of architecture, distinguished 
by special characteristics of structure and ornamentation". 
Dictionaries avoid the value judgements that are a necessary 
function of criticism. To resort to a dictionary as the sole 
source of information is naive pedantry. 

Cool, poised and refreshing, this is an administration block 
(3,000 sq. ft) for Redmond Inglis, Printers, Notting Hill, 
Victoria. Conc. block infill walls, steel tray roof. Internal 
surfaces, painted conc. block; ceilings, grooved corestock 
and caneite. Walnut and glass demountable partitions, sheet 
plastic floor coverings. For the steel framed factory area 
(45,000 sq. ft.) r.c. floor, conc block dado, corrugated asb. 
cement above, and sisalation under the sawtooth roof. 
Services include mechanical sewage disposal plant, mech 
ventilation, oil fired heating and sprinklers throughout. 
Continuous overhead trunking and busbar system for light 
and power requirements. Cost per square foot approx. 
52/5/-.Eggleston MacDonald & Secomb, archts; Nielsen & 
Robinson, bldrs. 

(j The Victorian Football League has acquired a 200 acre 
site at Wheeler's Hill, Waverley (Melb). The League is 
considering building at least 3 football grounds, a stadium 
to hold 150,000 people (which would break the M.C.G's. 
monopoly on finals), a youth club, and lecture hall. 



Observing the "Glencrag" apartments (above) looming gro-
tesquely over Leichhardt St. Brisbane, and counting the 
variety of colours, textures and shapes; horrified wonderment 
turns to despair, and the only question left is "Why?" F. B. 
Oswell & Assoc, arch+s; G. Day & Son Pty Ltd, bldrs. 

i( Using a Country Roads Board grant of £26,000 Fitzroy 
council will resurface the part of Melb's infamously pot-holed 
Victoria Parade that is under its jurisdiction. The Colling-
wood section will not be resurfaced this year. CRB gave 
C'wood council a tentative grant of £5,000 provided that the 
council paid for removal of old cable-tram tracks—est cost 
£60-70,000 but C'wood council do not have enough money. 

Melbourne's difficulties in providing suitable road surfaces 
are long-standing. One hundred and eight years ago, a 
Scottish journal, "The Building Chronicle", December 5, 
1854, reported the following "Jottings from Melbourne": 
"Good thoroughfares are luxuries which it seems the 
inhabitants of Melbourne are very scantily supplied with, 
and the inconvenience and irritation caused by the want 
of them is not allayed by the circumstance, that the 
means employed by the authorities to improve them have 
to a great extent been rather obstructive than otherwise. 
The 'Argus' speaks of money being expended to make 
certain roads impassable, and mentions a turnpike near 
the city which was put into such a state by being 
'repaired' that no vehicle could approach the gate; and a 
sharp landowner cleared something by allowing a devia-
tion on his property. In laying down the electric telegraph 
wires into Melbourne, it was necessary to cross the Yarra 
Yarra, and, in opposition to the strong remonstrances of 
the shipping interest, they were stretched from bank to 
bank, instead of being submerged. Tired of the continual 
disappearance of the wires from contact with the masts 
of the shipping, the authorities saw the necessity of an 
alteration; and, in an energetic moment, they resolved 
on raising the wires higher on one side; and there it 
stands, 'suggestive in its obliquity, of a judgment that 
can see nothing in a right point of view'. Like the 
London builders, those in Melbourne appear to groan 
under a Building Act, but instead of a swarm of 'District 
Surveyors' preying upon parties about to build, one 
'Building Surveyor' suffices for the infant colony; and 
that functionary does not seem to be sharp enough for his 
clients, for a whole host of alleged offenders got off under 
informality in the citations — and too sharp in the 
estimation of the builders, who, according to the 'Argus', 
characterised his conduct as objectionable in the extreme." 

II June 1961 Census figures reveal that the proportion of 
people living in or near Melbourne rose from 62.5% of 
Vic's population to 65.2% between 1954 and 1961. 

¶ Two examples of architectural criticism by State M.P.'s: 
Speaking of the Games Village, Perth, Mr. Graham (Lab.) 
asserted that The front row of houses reminds me of a 
group of shearing sheds, with corrugated asbestos that 
looks like corrugated iron, and all with brick fences in 
front as though they were Fremantle Gaol." Of a proposal 
to erect a 16 storey Govt office block in Hobart, Mr. 
Breheny (Lib) maintained "If you have architects who 
want to put up these new-fangled things, entirely out of 
keeping with the character of the city, put them up at 
Glenorchy, or declare a special area for them." 

Under construction in Hobart: 10 storey £250,000 Scot-
tish Union Building in Macquarie St; Hartley, Wilson & 
Bolt, archts./Cardiac Investigation Centre for the National 
Heart Foundation, to adjoin the new Outpatients' Dept. 
in Argyle St., Philp, Lighton, Floyd and Beattie, archts. 

New buildings for Perth: £16,500 office and warehouse 
building, Briggs St, Welshpool, for Behr-Manning (Aust) Pty 
Ltd; Brand, Ferguson and Solarski, archts; E. S. Morrison 
Pty Ltd, bldr./ St. Mary in the Valley C of E at Kelmscott, 
to seat 120. F.G.B. Hawkins and Desmond Sands, archts./ 
East Fremantle Yacht Club, Colin Rule & Associates, archts. 
(( In Melbourne, five public organisations submitted a case 
to the M & MBW for protection and preservation of the 
Yarra Valley as a national Park. Area reserved would be 
3000 acres from Dight's Falls to the Plenty River, Eltham. The 
inroads of commerce, industry and local council "develop-
ments" such as rubbish tips must cease. Australia has few 
enough rivers, and the obliteration of one of them is a 
major environmental crime The "Save-the-Yarra" plea is 
one which should be championed by the RVIA. It is about 
time this august body stopped sighing and roared. 
(( Work has resumed on a £I mill bldg for the Hammerson 
Property and Investment Co Ltd, of London, after a six-
month stoppage. Three more floors will be added to the 
existing steel frame. The sinusoidal wave canopy that wraps 
around the south-east corner of Bourke and Swanston-sts, 
(Melb) was awarded a "blot" by Melb arch student's 
magazine "Smudges" but may yet be redeemed when seen 
in context with the completed bldg. D. Graeme Lumsden, 
archt; Lewis Construction Co. Pty Ltd, bldrs. 

This is the new T & G bldg, corner of St. Georges 
Terrace and Barrack Street, Perth. Cantilevered sun shades 
and continuous spandrel panels clearly emphasize each floor 
— an interesting departure from the omni-directional grid 
of the conventional curtain wall. Forbes & Fitzhardinge, 
archts; J. Hawkins & Son, bldrs. 



HERE'S THE BEAUTY OF®•~U■ 
DUNLOP SERVICE 
FOR ALL FLOORING-IT'S COMPLETE 

From first plan to final polish, flooring service by Dunlop and 
approved contractors is complete. Advice, design, colour planning 
and quotations can be readily supplied without obligation. 
Dunlop complete Contract service ensures expert installation and 
specialised guidance on ease of maintenance. The Dunlop range 
of smooth surface flooring is the most imaginative and complete 
in Australia. It includes Dunlop Vinyl Wall Tiles — Dunlop 
Rubber Sheet and Tiles — Vinyl Coved Skirtings — Stair 
Treads and Nosings (Vinyl, Rubber, "Trico") — Inlaid Mats — 
Linoleums — Link Mats — Fleximer Underlays — Wax-Free 
Vinyl Tile Polish — Vinyl Tile Cleaning Powder ... Plus — the 
extensive range of Amtico Flexible Vinyl Tiles. * Vinyl-Asbestos 
Tiles are being laid on the floor illustrated. 

FOR FLOORING SPECIFICATIONS CALL DUNLOP 
FLOORING SERVICE OR APPROVED CONTRACTOR. 

MELBOURNE: Dunlop Floorings Pty. Ltd., 96 Flinders Street. 630371. 
SYDNEY: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., 27-33 Wentworth Avenue. 20969. 
BRISBANE: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., Centenary Place. 310271 
PERTH: Dunlop Flooring Centre, 473 Murray Street. 21 3085. 
ADELAIDE: Dunlop Flooring Centre, 131-133 Pirie Street. 81647. 
HOBAR7: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., 27 Argyle Street. 2 6581. 
LAUNCESTON: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., 18 Paterson Street. 2 2067. 
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