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This delightful kindergarten at St Ives (NSW) shows how 
simple forms, direct construction, & few materials can pro-
vide a warm and sympathetic child environment without 
recourse to Disneyland exotica. 30 squares of covered area 
to accommodate 40 children, including indoor and outdoor 
play space, toilets, staff room, kitchen. Cost £6,500. Ku-ring-
Gai Council provided the land and subsidised the building 
on a £ for £ basis. Completed January 1962. Collard, 
Clarke and Jackson, archts. Robert Balmer, bldr. 
Q The Sydney Opera House is still good press-material. 
First the criticisms of Mr. Martin Carr, stage director of the 
Royal Ballet Company of Covent Garden, who maintained 
that stage facilities were too limited for grand opera (and 
a bewildering interchange on TV between Mr. Carr and 
George Molnar, each of whom seemed to prefer not to 
understand the other, amongst a confusion of comparative 
plans of various opera houses — so that no one was left 
the wiser). Then a change in the shape and surface finish 
of the shell roofs (which even though it's obvious, Mr. 
Molnar wouldn't admit on TV) from curves that originally 
seemed parabolic to curves that now seem to be circular 
arcs, with accentuated black ribs — with disastrous effects 
on the sweeping grandeur that was. Ultimate cost remains 
vague, but it certainly won't be anything like the original 
£4 mill. A three-man committee of the State Parliamentary 
Liberal Party claimed that final cos+ could be as high as 
£15 mill. Completion date, initially Christmas 1961, was said 
in archt Utzon's last public statement (in March) to be 
"early 1965". Where is the delay and why such enormous 
increases in cost? More public contact with Mr. Utzon, now 
that he has arrived in Sydney, will probably help to resolve 
many of these contentious points. 
Q Melb City Councillors have belatedly woken up to the 
fact that the proposed u'ground railway is going to cost a 
relatively small group of city ratepayers an awful lot of 
money. (See C-S No. 117). A nine-man committee is being 
set up to investigate the implications of the City of Melb. 
Underground Railway Act of 1960. The matter, exclaimed 
one councillor, was of "extreme urgency". C-S believes it 
would be quicker to roof the whole of Melb's Golden Mile 
and run the railway above it. 
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Q The committee investigating the failure of Melb's Kings 
Bridge reported this combination of causes: the existence of 
cracks and flaws in the girders before their erection, the 
nature of the construction-welding of high tensile steel, low 
temperatures, design details, and the possibility that fabrica-
tion procedures were not in accordance with those laid 
down in the specification. Records were kept by the CRB 
certifying the quality of steel supplied by sub-contractors. 
''There are gaps however 	. relating to some of the 
batches of steel included in the girders which failed." The 
panel of experts included: the metropolitan highways engi-
neer (Mr. W. H. Burren), chairman; the chief bridge engi-
neer of the United States Bureau of Public Roads (Mr. E. 
L. Erickson), the research director of the British Welding 
Research Association (Dr. R. Weck), Professors A. J. Francis, 
J. W. Roderick and H. W. Worner, and Mr. I. J. Ferris, the 
principal scientific officer of the Defence Standards Labora-
tory. A Royal Commission is to be held into the letting of 
the contract, construction procedure and supervision. A legal 
battle on the bridge is already in progress: Johns & Way-
good Ltd, manufacturers & suppliers of the steelwork, have 
taken out a Supreme Court writ claiming £405,000 for work 
done on the bridge, allegedly in excess of the original speci-
fications. Utah Australia Ltd and the CRB are named as 
defendants. 
Q The Melb. firm of Grounds, Romberg & Boyd, archts, 
dissolved. So well-known had the trio become that even the 
Melb "Herald's" anecdotal column "In Black and White" 
found it to be news worth reporting. Shortly after indepen-
dence day, and almost as if in celebration, Mr. Roy Grounds 
hit the news again with a dramatic bid to save the Rotunda 
of London's Coal Exchange (about to be wrecked) for the 
Cultural Centre. None of the appeal money raised for the 
Cultural Centre would be used, but Mr. Grounds  was con-
ducting a personal investigation into the cost of dismantling, 
packing and shipping the building to the docks in London. 
(Built in 1849, the Coal Exchange is one of the earliest cast-
iron buildings.) Maybe importing an old time-tested cast-
iron bridge would be more appropriate for Melbourne. 

Melb's bright & brash new 600 bedroom Southern Cross 
Hotel was officially opened by the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Menzies. But entertainer Barry Humphries made the best 
quip when, speaking of the vagaries of arch'I fashions, 
he declared that archts could console themselves with this 
thought on the hotel's style: "Never mind, it'll come back 
you know." 

Q Mr. Peter Tsitas, who graduated from U of Melb. School 
of Architecture in 1959 has been awarded the Robert and 
Ada Haddon Travelling Scholarship for 1962 by the R.V.I.A. 
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This is the new N. B'bane Post Office, Leichhardt Street. 
What could have been a simple arch'I statement, all fouled 
up with a coy little flower box (charm, softening of bldg's 
harsh lines?) and a lonely, frustrated flag-pole. (dignity, 
vertical feature?). C'wealth D of W, archts; G.B. Brown 
& Co Ltd, bldrs. 
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Two buildings designed by Bruer, von Schramek, Bruer and 
Dawes, archts (Adelaide). I. Rothmans Distribution Centre, 
Kidman Park S.A. Cost £80,000. Crooks Michell and Pea-
cock, cons engrs; Fricker Bros Ltd, bldrs. 2. Wesley Methodist 
Church, Hamilton Park, S.A. On the office bldg, an entrance 
porch diminished in effect by lowering its height, (an anti-
feature?) and hints of fussiness in the fenestration are 
relatively small faults that would lead no one to expect, 
from the same designers, such a cliche-festooned confection 
as the church. 
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This is the new Hall and Residential Building at the W.A. 
Institute for the Blind, at Maylands. The bldg is a hollow 
square with garden court permitting isolation of the various 
activities in four separate wings. Lower ground floor—show-
room; ground floor, classrooms, library, kitchen, dining room 
& bedrooms for 16 aged blind. First floor—bedrooms, lounge 
& sick bay for 12 preschool & 24 children & bedrooms for 
16 adult blind & 6 residential staff. Construction—r.c. ribbed 
floors, suspended ceilings; load-bearing block cavity walls; 
roof—corr a.c. on steel trusses; windows—alum. adj. louvres 
with tinted glass blades. Altogether quite a skilful design, 
but rather affected. Cameron, Chisholm & Nicol, archts; 
D. H. Fraser, cons. engr; J. Rawlinson & Partners, q. sur-
veyors: Snooks Bros, bldrs. 
Q A £30,000 contract for the first stage of a new £700,000 
bldg project for Whyalla Hospital (S.A.) was awarded to 
J. A. Rakauskas & Co. Ltd. This stage includes additions to 
the mid-wifery block with air-conditioned theatre and pre-
natal facilities, and better utilisation of existing space. 
Brown & Davies, archts. 

In Little Edward St., B'bane, this is the "City Service Centre", 
one of the new "AMOCO Aust Pty Ltd" service stations. In 
the competitive struggle for existence service stations can 
hardly avoid being loud and flashy, but this one achieves 
impact through size and scale, not by contorted shapes. 
Apart from the thunderous roof-top sign, this building is 
remarkable for its reticence and simplicity. Are we going 
sane at last? Bligh, Jessup, Bretnall & Partners, archts; 
Rankine & Hill, cons engrs; P.R. Scott, cons elec engr: N.A. 
Kratzmann Pty Ltd, bldr. 

Q A sneaky little paragraph in the Government Gazette 
(Vic), April II, 1962, regulating the heights of bldgs along 
St Kilda Rd to between 65 and 90 fee+, depending on the 
elevation of the land, threw real estate developers into an 
uproar, when it finally came to light. The regulation, a 
modification M & MBW's Interim Development Order is 
designed to preserve the nature of the road and the view 
of the Shrine. 

This air-cond office building for Siemens Halske Siemens 
Schuckert (Australasia) Pty. Ltd., in Richmond (Melb), will 
be shaded on the north by toughened grey glass louvres. 
Construction—lift slab and precast conc. All drawings were 
done on a 4" module with a 4'0" reference grid. Cost per 
square (over 260 squares) £595; cost per cubic ft., 8/I1. A 
factory-store building of approx. 300 squares is also under 
construction—insulated steel deck with strip skylights over 
steel trusses spanning 50 ft., white conc. block walls--by An-
derson Construction Co. Pty. Ltd. Cost per square: factory, 
£361; store, £210. Cost per cubic ft.: factory 3/71; store 2/I. 
Gerd and Renate Block, archts. Unfortunately few archts care 
to publish cost analyses of their bldgs—is it fear of embar-
rassment (shame!), client-reluctance (understandable), or is 
it because not many archts actually prepare such analyses 
(shame again!). 



¶ One of the best-known and respected members of Melb's 
arch'] profession, Mr. Leighton Irwin, died, aged 70, on 
August 4. He was R.V.I.A. President 1931-32, president of the 
R.M.I.T. 1936-38, and for nearly 20 years director of the U of 
Melb Architectural Atelier, which he helped to found. Mr. 
Irwin was the governing director of Leighton Irwin & Co Pty 
Ltd, consulting architects and engineers. 
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This new bldg complex for Christ College, U of Tasmania, 
accommodates 50 students, chapel, library, games room, 
common rooms, infirmary, offices, housing for 8 staff mem-
bers and dining facilities for the ultimate number of 144 

students. Picturesque in silhouette, vigorous in detail, and 
with a rather Finnish quality in its casual massing, the 
scheme has a vitality that does not come across in photo-
graphs. There are some peculiar functions and some corner 
views (second photo) are downright messy, with window wall 
& spandrel, pierced block, floor to ceiling glazing to 3 
floors and windows, like inverted L's, deeply punctured into 
the load-bearing conc. block walls. The architects give this 
description of materials and intentions; "Externally the grey 
blocks, the Huon Pine windows and doors, which have not 
been painted or varnished, the copper flashings and edgings 
to the corr. a. c. roof provide surfaces which are intended 
to, through the years, mature in appearance. Internally the 
principle of self-finish has been maintained in the conc. 
block walls, natural woodwork and white perlite ceilings. 
Conc. work other than ceilings is finished off the form". 
Total area: 240 squares. Cost: £110,394; including access 
roads, floor coverings and mech. ventilation. Hartly Wilson 
& Bolt, archts; Fowler, England, Game & Newton, cons 
engrs; South Eastern Builders, bldrs. 
¶ Work has begun on a £20,000 shopping mall at the 
corner of Canning-highway and Riseley-street, Applecross 
(W.A.). A bank, pharmacy, self-service grocery, delicates-
sen, green-grocer's and butcher's shops will be accommo-
dated under the one roof. L.W. Buckeridge & Assoc., archts; 
Reddell & Tank Pty Ltd, bldrs. 
IF Modifications made by the Metropolitan Regional Planning 
Authority (Perth) to the seven-year-old Stephenson Plan 
include a 400 acre reservation for a future university and 
regional hospital at Bull Creek, expansion of the Kwinana 
industrial zone, and the re-routing of the inner ring road 
system along Newcastle and Aberdeen Streets. 

q In Canberra, a national housing conference convened by 
the Victorian Building Industry Congress agreed to a motion 
that the percentage of funds which savings banks must place 
in C'wlth securities should be reduced from 70% to 65%. 
The 5% released should be made available for housing. 
Home building is sadly in need of a stimulus from some-
where. The Budge+ didn't give it. Strange how "boom" 
has replaced "depression" as the worst possible economic 
situation — remembered as that terrible state of affairs in 
which full employment, free spending, generous profit-making 
and intense building activity were rife. Recall that between 
1946 and 1962: the ay. price of a b.v. house rose 245.3 
per cent / the ay. price of a building block rose 1,290 per 
cent / the price of land in relation to price of land-plus-
house from 9 per cent to 25 per cent / the amount of the 
total purchase price of a house required to arrange finance 
for buying rose from 10%-25`/, +0 34%-45%. 
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This is the first of a series of classroom blocks St. Pauls 
C of E New Secondary School, Bald Hills, Oland. Excep-
tionally clumsy block screen wall. As they used to say on 
the report card "Could do with improvement". Conrad & 
Gargett, archts; R.J. McWilliam & Partners, str. engrs. 
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Two buildings for the Atomic Energy Commission at Lucas 
Heights (N.S.W.). I. Medical Health Physics Building, con-
taining routine examination rooms, research labs, animal 
house. Collard Clarke & Jackson, archts; Rankine & Hill, str 
engrs; W. E. Bassett & Partners, mech engrs; Hutcherson 
Bros Pty Ltd, bldrs. 2. HIFAR Experimental Building, con-
taining lab facilities, offices and an assembly and testing 
area. Construction: r conc, off-the-form finish, painted, & 
with construction joints deliberately emphasised with formed 
grooves. Edwards, Madigan & Torzillo, archts; Miller Milston 
& Ferris, str. engrs; Kuttner, Collins, Bligh & Partners, mech 
engrs; Hutcherson Bros Pty. Ltd, bldrs. Wise buildings both. 
Wise because they do not pretend to be "Art" in an art-
inimical situation, wise because they do not try to wring 
"expression" from an emotion-less content, wise enough to 
exist simply as good industrial design. This is minimal archi-
tecture, but in this environment, it is enough. 
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DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE DUNLOP DATA SHEET NO. 8 

DUNLOP LEVELLING UNDERLAYS-1 
IMPORTANCE OF GOOD SURFACE 
An even sub-floor is of vital importance in the satisfactory 
application and performance of any applied smooth surface 
flooring material. 
Imperfect finish of sub-floors may not allow proper adhesion 
of the tiles or sheet, and may also result in indifferent final 
appearance and performance. 
CONCRETE SUB-FLOORS will be dealt with in Data 
Sheet No. 9. 
TIMBER SUB-FLOORS 
T & G construction, and of sufficient structural strength to 
carry intended loading without deflection. Adequate ven-
tilation must be provided around and between the joists. 
Timber floors are frequently subject to a degree of curling or 
gapping due to changing atmospheric conditions. We there-
fore recommend application of 
DUNLOP 4" HARDBOARD UNDERLAY 
Specially sanded to gauge, to provide an even base for any 
floor covering to be laid on timber. Normally eliminates the 
need for sanding and underfelt (in the case of major irregu-
larities, sanding or filling may be necessary). Sheets 4' x 3' 
and 4'6" x 3' 
Screw nailed or stapled at 6" centres (3" at edges). 
Costs very little more than sanding and underfelt, but 
provides a permanently even surface. 
For a perfect timber sub-floor specify 4" Dunlop Hardboard 
Underlay. 

CALL DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE FOR IMMEDIATE SPECIFIC ADVICE OR SAMPLES 

MELBOURNE: 96 Flinders Street. 63 0371. SYDNEY: 
27-33 Wentworth Avenue. 2 0969. BRISBANE: Centenary 
Place. 310271. PERTH: 473 Murray Street. 213085. 
ADELAIDE: 131-133 Pirie Street. 81647. HOBART: 
27 Argyle Street. 2 6581. LAUNCESTON: 18 Paterson 
Street. 2 2067. 
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