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A £30 mill plan to redevelop Sydney Cove has been 
submitted to the Sydney C Ccl. Backers of the project 
include the AMP Society, British Tobacco Co. (Aust) Ltd; 
ICI; Unilever (Aust) Pty Ltd and (the ubiquituous) Lend 
Lease Corporation Ltd; the Macquarie Club and Prof Denis 
Winston (Prof of Town & Country Planning), who form the 
Sydney Cove Area Improvements Committee. With the 
Rocks development on the one hand, the Opera House on the 
other, the Cove plan could bring Circular Quay to a 
similar level of development and prevent a wall of tall 
bldgs around the foreshore. 
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Amidst a number of fountains, proposed and completed, 
(C-S No 112 & No 109) this one at Kings Cross, Sydney, is 
outstanding. An unusual and beautiful use of water and 
lighting. Cost £15,000. Unfortunately the rather stupid 
timing of periods when the fountain may play limits its 
enjoyment. Woodward & Taranto, archts. 
11 Demolition work has commenced for the Australia Square 
project in Sydney. The tower has been lopped from 640 ft to 
450 ft, a proposed planetarium has been omitted in favour 
of a rather vague "open area for public use", Bond Street 
will be widened to 60 ft instead of 50 ft, & parking space 
reduced from 600 spaces to 400 for use of the bldg's occu-
pants—all conditions for approval by the State Govt's 
Height of Bldgs Advisory Committee. 
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A reactionary arch'I philosophy, a dismal sense of design 
and a general outlook somewhat less than avant-garde are 
not necessary characteristics of govt arch'I depts — the 
LCC & CLASP developments in the UK are notable excep-
tions— but in Australia this sort of reputation has had some 
justification. Changes in bureaucracies are inevitably slow 
but a most encouraging sign is this design of an office bldg 
for the NSW State Govt, Phillip & Bent Sts, Sydney. The 
scheme comprises a 420 ft tower, a Premier's wing 118 ft 
& a North wing 126 ft high, with 3 basements below each 
block. Constr—Basements; r.c. flat plate, conc core for 
tower and conc bases for cols above. Above Ground floor; 
steel frame to Premier's and North wings, composite steel 
frame & conc column system to Tower. Proposed finishes: 
roll-formed stainless steel col claddings, precast conc slab 
edge & infill panels, alum fixed windows with neoprene 
gaskets to grey tinted plate glass, acoustic ceilings with 
recessed fluorescent lighting and air supply units and vinyl 
tile floors. Great care & hard work have gone into the 
design. The archts have attempted to create a "tall" bldg 
& if they have not entirely succeeded in achieving a finite 
image (the top edge of the Tower is undefined and 
visually arbitrary) at least they have avoided the habitual 
adolescent lift tower & a.c. plant pimples that disgrace the 
skyline of so many of Australia's otherwise mature high bldgs. 
The State bldg promises to be the best tall office in Sydney. 
Designed by NSW Govt Architect. 
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Overlooking Melb's Botanic Gardens, this elegant block of 
16 apartments at S. Yarra carries into the contemporary 
idiom the respect for proportion and subtleness of detail at 
base, roof edge and panel junctions that distinguished even 
the early neo-Georgian work of the architects, Yuncken 
Freeman. 
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V Being a former Lord Mayor of Melb and a successful city 
arch't enables a person to do a lot of things that are denied 
to lesser citizens, RAIA members etc. Sir Bernard Evans has 
bought and renovated for sale at £26,500 each, a pair of 
semi-detached houses at 64-66 Clarendon Street, E. Melb, in 
defiance of the City Council's bldg regs. The Melb Herald 
quoted Sir Bernard thus " 	I threatened to kick up a 
fuss, so the council reluctantly agreed to let me go ahead". 
The motive? Joking and profit apart, a sensible attempt to 
prove that present by-laws requiring e.g. six feet set-back 
from each boundary & less than 50`/, alteration to ex'g 
dwellings, may suit the suburbs but are unnecessarily rigid 
for high density city sites. Public-spirited Sir Bernard has 
opened the houses for inspection at 2/- charge, proceeds to 
go to the Lord Mayor's Fund. Wonder if the merely curious 
turn out to be prospective buyers whether they get their two 
bob back? 

4 Work has commenced on the second stage of the Hotham 
Gardens project of the Master Builders (Associated) Re-
developments Ltd, to house 700 people in O-Y-O flats. 
Flats will be sold for £4,725 (2 bedroom), and £5,500 (3 
bedroom) with garages £250 extra. 

A Centre-line, a monthly publication from the Q'land Chap-
ter of RATA has acquired a new format, and continues to 
be spicy and invigorating—apparently a fair reflection of 
local enthusiasm. Remember that during the credit squeeze 
the Q'land Chapter, through its President Tom Cross, was 
the only official group of archts courageous enough and 
concerned enough to tackle the Federal Govt. Present 
committments of the Chapter include a collection of material 
covering legislation that affects buildings, and consideration 
of a sub-committee's report on the Town Plan for the City 
of Brisbane. 

¶ New bldgs for B'bane: £500,000 II storey office for 
Winchombe Carson Ltd, Eagle St; Prangley & Crofts, archts. 
£532,000 12 storey office for Guardian Assurance Co Ltd, 
on the site of the Stock Exchange Hotel, Queen St; xxxxxx 
& xxxxxx ? arch'ts; £702,000 8 storey health & welfare bldg 
for the State Health Dept, George St; PWD, archts. 
4 A limited competition amongst selected archts is to be 
held for the design of new Vic State Public Offices. First 
prize £5,000, second £2,500, third £1,250, and £1,000 each 
for all other entries. Any archi may register for selection & 
archts with experience in office planning have already been 
invited. 
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Two simple and satisfying bldgs in brick, white cement render, 
white perlite plaster and wood by archts Hartley, Wilson & 
Bolt, Tasmania. 

I. Church Hall for the Baptist Church at Pottery Rd, Lenah 
Valley, on a 60 ft x 120 ft suburban block. Andrewartha Bros, 
bldrs. 2. War Memorial Hall & Public Library for the 
municipality of Clarence. Construction by South-Eastern 
Builders, supervision by the office of the bldg surveyor of 
Clarence. Bold, gutsy bldgs, both of +hem, audaciously 
unpretentious and yet achieving much with a real economy 
of means. 

(( For safety's sake, children under nine will not be allowed 
to live in Vic Housing Commission multi-storey flats at S. 
Melb & N. Melb. The Minister for Housing, Mr Thompson 
said that if children were born after parents moved into the 
flats, families would be transferred to safer accommodation 
as soon as possible. Arch'I planning or family planning? 
4 Vic State Cabinet approved in principle the transfer of 	Twin hexagonal 13 storey blocks of flats similar to this will 
Queen Vic fruit & veg market to a site in Footscray Rd, W 	 be built in Kensington Rd, Norwood (SA) for R.J. Nurse 
Melb. 	 Ltd, bldrs. Cheesman, Doley Brabham & Neighbour, archts. 
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These new bldgs are the first stage in rehousing the King's 
School, North Parramatta (NSW). Each of the teaching 
functions is accommodated in a separate bldg, with courts 
and precincts to give a campus atmosphere. All bldgs and 
open areas are planned to an 8' 8" module. Construction is 
steel frame, ground and first floor slabs in-situ conc, and 
aluminium tray roof deck, with dull green oxidised finish. 
External walls: generally 4' 0" wide x 10' 0" high 4" thick 
precast conc panels finished externally with a sprayed 
of crushed Cudgee marble and internally with a sprayed 
plastic finish. Good architecture. Stephenson & Turner, 
archts; Concrete Constructions Pty Ltd, bldrs; cost £392,000 
for stage one. 

if The Architect, a quarterly publication from the WA 
Chapter of the RAIA, also maintains a high standard of 
information and photography, and the always amusing 
crit-&-gossip column by Caliban, a quaint pseudonym for a 
character who, between perpetual self-congratulatory ex-
clamations at his own off-beatness (or is it beat-ness?), 
drops many a well-aimed brick. One of the Perth State 
Office comp winners, P.C. Maidment, is also an editor of 
the Architect. And while on this subject of the Perth Comp, 
two dissatisfactions are worth recording — first from many 
unsuccessful competitors who are disgruntled at the decision 
of the RATA which allowed members of the PWD to enter 
the comp when the chairman of the assessors was a former 
principal archt to the PWD. PWD archts were in a box-seat 
with regard to interpretation of conditions, unavoidably so 
for a Govt competition. Second complaint comes from 
the general secretary of the Vic Public Service Assocn (Mr 
A.E. Poynter) and applies not just to the Perth comp but to 
all arch'I comps for Govt bldgs. Mr Poynter's remarks were 
directed specifically towards a similar Vic comp which would 
be, he claims, a waste of money & a "grave reflection on 
the capabilities of the many highly qualified arch'ts on the 
staff of the dept." Since such arch'ts did actually end up 
by winning the Perth Comp (& subsequently leaving the PWD 
for private practice); and looking at the design for the NSW 
State Offices (this issue) by dept archts, you must admit he 
has a good point. But Mr Poynter misunderstands the 
benefits of a competition in terms of talent discovered when 
he remarks that "the inference that professional officers on 
the State payroll" (a nice bureaucratic turn of phrase) "are 
incapable of designing three office blocks is fantastic", for 
no such inference is intended or required. 

I For the redevelopment of the Rocks area, Sydney, ten 
proposals were submitted to NSW State Govt by five groups, 
with cost estimates ranging from £30 mill to £50 mill. 
Single proposals were submitted by L.J. Hooker Investment 
Coorp Ltd; Hawker Siddely Australia Pty Ltd; and a 
consortium consisting insisting of Concrete Industries (Aust.) 
Ltd; Ampol Petroleum Ltd and PHG Industries Ltd. Two 
schemes were submitted by James Wallace Ply Ltd and five 
by Lend Lease Corporation Ltd. The committee which will 
consider the schemes consists of: Professor of Town _ & 
Country Planning, Sydney Uni, Prof Denis Winston (chair-
man); the Valuer-General, Mr. H.W. Eastwood; the NSW 
State Govt Archt, Mr. E.H. Farmer; the Chief Town 
Planner, Dept of Local Govt, Mr. N.A.W. Ashton; Dean of 
the Faculty of Arch, Sydney Uni, Prof H. Ingham Ashworth; 
and the Town Clerk of Syd, Mr. E.W. Adams. 

I A reminder of the Australian Arch'I Convention in 
Sydney, May 19th-May 25th. 

In The Bulletin, April 14, Sydney builder Charles 
Vandyke is allowed to have the latest, if not the last 
word on the arch'ts concern over package deal systems: 
"Until such time as the arch't allies himself with all other 
modern industries and uses scientific management and its 
principles as his guide, and treats his profession as an 
exact science garnished with aesthetics, there will be no 
arch'I answer to the packaged dealer". First unpackage 
your dealer, let him out, let him loose, garnish lightly with 
aesthetics and pop in a moderate autoclave till fit for 
consumption. 
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A familiar problem — office accommodation on restricted 
sites; a familiar solution—two storey rectangular blocks with 
deeply recessed or void ground floor. Functional justification 
— need for car parking & sufficient floor area without too 
much site coverage. Visual antecedents — Le Corbusier's 
Villa Savoye (a block on stilts), Mies van der Rohe's 
Farnsworth house (two slabs held between, instead of on, 
steel columns), and any one of a number of Richard Neutra's 
commercial bldgs (rectangular parapet end walls & freely 
placed low masonry screen walls). Two NSW contributions 
—I. Admin bldg for Stanton Pipes of Aust Pty Ltd, Yennora; 
an over-dominant stairway within an otherwise trim and 
discreet design. Arch'ts, Summerhayes & Assoc (Perth) 
with Brown, Brewer & Gregory as supervising arch'ts. 2. 
Head Office for Humes Ltd, Regents Park. Very precise 
and carefully detailed. Perhaps the frank external use of 
sun control instead of internal venetian blinds and heat 
absorbing glass could have given greater formal values to 
the bldg. Nevertheless an impressive design. Constr; steel 
frame, flat plate conc floors. Gordon M. Jenkins & Assoc, 
arch'ts; Woolacott, Hale, Bond & Corlette, engrs; Kennedy 
& Bird Pty Ltd, bldrs. 
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DUNLOP DATA SHEET No.4 

DUNLOP RUBBER STAIR TREADS 
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Dunlop manufacture a wide range of Rubber and Vinyl materials for the 
effective covering of most types of stairs. 
This sheet illustrates the range of Rubber Stair Treads. Following 
issues will cover various types of Nosings and allied materials. 

CODE 1624. Combination of right-angle type stair tread and riser, 
moulded in one piece. Custom made for individual installations. Internal 
radius of junction of tread and riser is R" and concrete should be con-
structed to conform to this dimension. Angle of treads is essentially 90° 
and if the rise is raked back, this rake must not be more than i". 

CODE 1620. Stair Treads (thicknesses: â" to z") are of the grooved type 
of a width of 3" to 5". They are used in a recess, set in a concrete or wood 
stair, approximately 1" from the edge of the nosing. 

CODE 1625. Bullnose type, with tread and nosing moulded in one piece. 
Nosing and tread can be in one colour or nosing may be different colour. 
Dunlop Sponge Underlay may be installed to give an even greater 
degree of silence. 

CODE 1632. Stair Treads (thicknesses:-&"   and â") are recommended 
for flat stair treads without nosing and also where the riser is not required. 
Economical and non-slip. 
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MELBOURNE: 96 Flinders Street, 63 0371 
SYDNEY: 27-33 Wentworth Ave., 2 0969 
BRISBANE: Centenary Place, 31 0271 
PERTH: 473 Murray Street, Phone 21 5566 
ADELAIDE: 131-133 Pirie Street, 8 1647 
HOBART: 27 Argyle Street, Phone 2 6581 
LAUNCESTON: 18 Paterson Street, 2 2067 

CALL DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE FOR IMMEDIATE SPECIFIC ADVICE OR SAMPLES 
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