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if Australia's first fully automatic brick-making plant has 
been installed (cost £250,000) at Renown Park S.A., for 
the S.A. Brick Co Pty Ltd, & includes artificial driers & an 
oil-fired tunnel kiln. Production capacity is 30 mill per annum, 
which will increase S.A.'s total brick production by 12%. 
P.G.H. Industries (S.A.) Pty Ltd, bldrs. This is a noteworthy 
step in an industry which is notoriously conservative when 
it comes to increasing its output by automation or capital 
investment in modern equipment. 

¶ Latest contribution to the spreading of the indoor bowling 
craze is the £450,000 St Leonards (NSW) Olympic Bowling 
Centre. There are two bowling floors, a mezzanine spectator 
gallery & ground floor parking for 60 cars. The top bowling 
floor (conc) is supported on nine 96ft long plate-web girders. 
External finishes are angular projected conc blocks & fully 
glazed curtain walling around the corner facing the Pacific 
Highway. Shebulton Pty Ltd, bldrs. 

¶ Vic State Govt has decided not to move the Newmarket 
saleyards & abbattoirs out of Melb to Derrimut, because 
the cost of their transfer would sound "the death-knell of 
long-range plans to sewer all houses in Melb suburbs". Such 
an extraordinarily delicate balancing of the expenses of 
removing one unhygienic factor against another equally 
unhygienic seems a peculiar ordering of priorities. Perhaps 
the roofing of Melb's railway yards & the construction of an 
underground system are thought of in similar mutually 
exclusive terms—which could account for the state of inertia 
that seems to affect them both. 

Photo: Sutcliffe Pty Ltd. 

This is the "Savings Bank Centre", cnr Swanston St. & Post 
Office Place, Melb. Basement & ground floor are occupied 
by the Bank, remaining upper II floors are for lease. The 
two projecting windows on the Dromana granite-faced east 
elevation are for display use by the 1st floor lessee. South 
facing curtain wall is glass & aluminium. Construction, steel 
frame. Meldrum & Ptners, archts in conjunction with Mr. 
R. Cousland, chief arch+ for the State Savings Bank of Vic; 
J.L. & E.M. Daly, str engrs; W.E. Bassett & Assoc; mech 
engrs; McDougal & Ireland, bldrs. 

¶ The new Mary Immaculate Church at Ivanhoe (Vic) will 
seat 450, cost £49,000, & be steel frame with conc bricks, 
blue Cordova tile roof & an 80 ft high copper spire. 
Mockridge Stahle & Mitchell, archts; R. Owen, bldr. 
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Photo: David Moore. 

A triangular site at the intersection of two busy roads, 
together with police regulations which virtually determined 
the area & position of bldgs, led to the fan-shape plan of 
this service station for Total at Bondi Junction. The canopy 
roof has a steel central column, two tension rings, timber 
joists, bracing wires, â" waterproof plywood decking & 
sprayed plastic roofing. This bldg is an exception to the rule 
that Oil Cos tend to build precious one-off designs for their 
head offices & yet allow a multitude of tawdry "lubritoriums" 
& juke-box bowsers to litter the public highway. Perhaps 
Total's outlook really is total. Cost £15,000. Hely & Bell, 
archts; Taylor, Thomson. & Whitting, engrs; D. G. Sundin & 
Co Pty Ltd, bldrs. 
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These figures, not unexpectedly, indicate that the more 
industrialised states have more architects per capita, with 
the major exception of A.C.T. where tremendous building 
activity is reflected in the unusually high ratio of I architect 
to 588 people. C-S hopes to gather further figures from 
other countries for comparison with the Australian national 
ratio of I architect to approx 3,000 people. 
¶ Following the successful visit to Japan early this year, a 
two-months tour of Singapore, Malaya, Thailand & Cambodia 
is being arranged for 30 students & staff members of the 
School of Arch, Uni of Melb. 
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This Students' Union Building for Q'land University contains 
Refectory, Student Health Centre, Sports Unions, Council 
Room & Common Room & was given top award by the 
R.A.I.A. (Q'land Chapter) for meritorious architecture in 
the metropolitan area. The ubiquituous solar screens & 
studied detailing confirm an evident trend in recent Q'land 
architecture towards an Exotic Tropic style, solidly based on 
local climatic conditions & pierced blocks. Cost £200,000. 
Collin & Fulton, archts; A.E. Axon & Associates, engrs; K.D. 
Morris Pty Ltd, bldrs. 

STATE POPN. 
NSW 3,790,270 
VIC 2,842,903 
Q'LND 1,447,198 
S.A. 934,427 
W.A. 726,489 
TAS 354,582 
ACT 49,950 
ALL 
STATES 10,145,819 



If The University of Sydney will restrict entries to first year 
Architecture to 65 students in 1963. Present first year 
enrolment is 106. As in all other faculties the reason for a 
quota is inadequate facilities & staff, but whether this 
number of students can be successfully absorbed into the 
arch'I profession is, as always, a matter of guesswork. This 
would be a good field for research. 

¶ The Australian Modular Society has decided to adopt 
the four-inch module for the building industry, as recom-
mended by the International Organisation for Standardisa-
tion, & also for support of its use by architects, builders & 
manufacturers. 

if In address given by Mr. W.G. Wiley, member of the 
Committee of the Australian Modular Society (Q'Iand 
Division) it was claimed that "on an industrial bldg not far 
from B'bane, bricklayers laid 700 sq ft of 8 in. modular 
masonry wall in one day. This is the equivalent of 3,500 
standard clay bricks per day. On the same job, the same 
bricklayers, working hard, were able to lay 800 bricks per 
day, job conditions being approximately the same for each 
type of wall." Q.E.D. 

¶ From 1954-60 the population of Melb suburb South 
Melbourne dropped 10.5%, 719 houses were demolished & 
only 8 houses & 47 flats built. To arrest this drift the Vic-
torian Housing Commission is building a 16 storey block of 
90 two-bedrm & 30 one-bedrm flats, to be known as Emerald 
Hill. (Emerald Hill was once the name of the area, but 
applied to this high density development its rural asso-
ciations seem inappropriate. Will Sydney's sometime re-
developed Rocks area be re-named the Mossy Banks?) 
Construction uses "slip-form" rc walls with steel door & 
window frames & conduit placed during pouring. Floors are 
cast & connected by welding reinforcement to bars left in 
walls. Sketch plans prepared by Housing Commission 
architects; details, tenders & supervision handled by Bernard 
Evans & Associates; bldrs are McDougall & Ireland Pty Ltd. 
Contract price £416,024. 

¶ Sydney C Ccl decided that to spend £4fm on a new head 
office on the cnr of George & Bathurst Sts was too much. 
They hope to recoup the cost of buying the land (£312,500) 
& fees (£34,000) to the winners of an arch'I competition 
for the design of the new office by reselling the cleared site. 
An offer by a real estate firm to build a £4m office & lease 
it to the Ccl was refused. 
¶ Professor M. Freeland has been appointed to the 2nd 
chair of Architecture at the Uni of NSW. He was awarded 
the degree of Master of Architecture at the Uni of Melb 
in 1957 & was senior lecturer & deputy head of the School 
of Arch at the Royal Melb Tech College before joining the 
staff of the Uni of NSW. 
¶ "The Sydney Morning Herald" is sponsoring, in associa-
tion with the National Trust of Aust (NSW) & the NSW 
Chapter of the RAIA, a competition for the preservation & 
restoration of early Australian buildings. The competition is 
open to owners or lessees of bldgs restored or renovated 
between now & Oct 30, 1962, the closing date. Awards 
will be five classes of bldgs for which prizes will be made 
to a total of £ 1,000. 
( Six new squash courts under completion at Gardenvale 
(Melb), will have spectator galleries, dressing rooms, kitchen 
& coffee lounge. The front wall of natural grey cont block 
is set back 22 ft from the street to provide a parking area. 
Arch't: Harry Ernest & Associates; Bldr: D Shalit. 
¶ Vic Housing Comm intends to spend £10 m on an 
accelerated bldg & development program, in metropolitan 
& rural areas. 
¶ W.A. Deutsher Pty Ltd, engrs, have commissioned Mr. 
G. Echberg, President of the Vic Society for the Growing 
of Australian Plants to develop the site in front of the 
recently completed office & amenities block in Moorabbin 
(Vic). Trees used will include lemon-scented & spotted 
gums, paper-barks & wattle. (Middleton Talbot & O'Connor, 
archts; D.P. Darbyshire & Co. Pty Ltd, bldrs). 
¶ The altar in the Brother E.D. Joyce Memorial Chapel 
(to be built at St. Virgil's College, Austin's Ferry, Tas) will 
be centrally placed with seats for 400 in a half circle around 
it. Cooper & Vincent, archts. 
¶ Acting under the Town Planning Act, Hobart C Ccl 
adopted a long range proposal for a civic square at the 
rear of the Town Hall. 
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These offices for Custom Credit Corporation, Edgecliff 
(NSW) are planned on a 4' 0" module, with a 40' 0 " clear 
span. Thick walls & small windows reduce the load on the 
air-conditioning system, which is run within the external walls 
& gives each office individual control with adjustments plus/ 
minus 5°. Deep window reveals soften glare from daylight 
which is supplemented with mixed fluorescent & incandescent 
artificial lighting. The client requested "A dignified building 

. not a flimsy glass box . 	. something to reflect the 
stability of the credit system". Cost £â mill. Peddle, Thorp & 
Walker, archts; Rankine & Hill, engrs; Concrete Constructions 
P+y. Ltd., bldrs. 

Adelaide Archt Mr Newell Platten is leaving to study 
Ekistics (the science of human settlement) at the Athens 
Technological Institute. He will also work in the town 
planning dept of Doxiadis Associates. As Australia realises 
more the importance & inevitability of cultural & trade 
relationships with S.E. Asian countries, many of which are 
undeveloped in the use of resources & in providing better 
housing conditions for enormous populations, Ekistics should 
become an obligatory study in town-planning & archi-
tecture courses in this country. 
¶ And while on the subject of underdeveloped areas, it 
might be worth re-iterating that Sydney has 205,000 un-
sewered houses & Melb 155,000. 
¶ In Sydney, the new Woolworths "Gourmette" food centre 
installed one of Aust's few commercial garbage disposal 
units which grinds all waste & flushes it into the city's sewer-
age system. 

• 

• 

Delayed in Japan due to a shipping breakdown, the archt 
for Orrong Towers (Melb)—a block of 23 luxury flats—had 
working dwgs & Or computations prepared by a Tokyo firm 
of archts who, working from sketch plans, produced a 
thorough job with incredible speed & economy. Construction 
of the £lâm scheme was later changed from r c beam to 
lift-slab. H.E. Tisher, archt; E.G. Freeman AMIE & J.A.A., 
design consultant; Miller, Milston & Ferris, constr engrs; 
Stuard-Industries Pty Ltd, bldr. 
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Ask any overseas architect the name of an Australian archi-
tect & he will possibly know of Harry Seidler, Grounds, 
Romberg & Boyd (individually &/or as partners) & perhaps 
Sydney Ancher, & after that he is usually stumped. A pity, 
since there is a constant stream of good design from many 
other Aust offices which given publicity would achieve wider 
international recognition of architecture in this country. One 
such office is Bates, Smart & McCutcheon (Melb) which 
employs the largest group of archts under one roof in 
Australia. Their practice varies from small churches to 
multi-storied offices, & their output is so considerable that 
there is hardly a street in Melb's central city area from 
which an example of their work cannot be seen. They are 
also responsible for the overall devt & many of the individual 
bldgs at Vic's new Monash University. Recent work in 
Melb. includes: (I ) offices for Aust Paper Manufacturers Ltd 
(Cost £731,000; W.E. Bassett, mech engrs; Costain, Hansen 
& Yuncken, bldrs) on a site adjacent to the Mobil Centre 
(C-S 94, Aug. '60), also by BS & M. Of the two, AMP is 
the simpler & more successful — continuous bands of brown 
manganese bricks (practically a BS & M brand-image) & 
windows shaded by horiz alum sun hoods. By comparison, 
the Mobil Centre ( & likewise the bldgs under construction 
at Monash) fusses too much with different brick colours, 
textures & patterns. (2, 3, & 4) the 15 storey RACV bldg, 
Queen Street, (Cost £l1 m; W.E. Bassett, mech engrs; 
Lewis Constr. Co, bldrs) where exquisitively sophisticated 
detailing, both internal & external, almost but not quite 
becomes too slick. Transition between different masses, 
materials & surfaces are meticulously studied & are indicative 
of a consistency of approach to design that is rare in large 
offices. Functionally justifiable but visually worrying is the 
contrast between the machine aesthetic of the precise 
aluminium & glass lower floors & the traditional hole-in-
(brown manganese)-brick-wall windows of the bedroom & 
office Tower (with a typically Georgian detail of rendered 
reveals). Each of the 80 bedrooms has its own bath & 
shower and club facilities include billiards room, squash 
courts, restaurant, bars & lounges. Further along, on the 
cnr of Bourke, the South British lnsurancne Co bldg (Cost 
£377,300; Costain, Hansen & Yuncken, bldrs) is under con-
struction, the sixth bldg by BS & M in Queen St with a 
couple more close-by—N.Z. Insurance Co & Guardian 
Assurance, in Collins St. (5), Peninsula School (Eric Kolle & 
Assoc., mech engrs; A.V. Jennings Constr Co, bldrs) a new 
public school for boys, recently opened on 361 acre site, 
once the Mt. Eliza Public Golf Course. Photo shows Stage 
I, Junior School for 240 boys, two linked groups with 8 
classrooms & rooms for headmaster & administration. 
Construction is concrete raft floor, load bearing concrete 
block, galv. steel tray roof & r.s.j's. 

It New techniques for old buildings: Light-weight building 
materials enabled 3 additional floors to be added to 
Chatsworth House, (Sydney) which was built in 1937 without 
provision in foundations of framework for extra floors. Problem 
was to keep within the limitations of 26íb per sq ft of 
surface area for external walls & 121 per sq ft for internal 
walls to stairways & lift shafts. An external curtain wall 
(sand-stone faced) was used, with light wt vermiculite conc 
brick walls to adjoining bldgs, steel lath & plaster or plaster-
board partitions, & sprayed asbestos fire-protection to steel 
beams. Dennis, Odling & Reed, archts; MacDonald, Wagner 
& Priddle, str engrs; James Wallace Pty Ltd, bldrs. 

if Old techniques for new buildings: Reconstructed granite 
facing panels to the 5th, 6th, 14th & 26th floors of the 
AMP bldg (Sydney) will be polished by hand. Expected 
time required: 6mths. Suppliers are Concrete Industries 
(Aust) Ltd. 

(( New techniques for new buildings: A helicopter was 
used to position the lantern atop the dome of the recently 
completed Baha'i Temple, Mona Vale (Syd). Arch'I con-
noiseurs may now judge for themselves the aptness or not 
of comments made in C-S on the merits of this building. 

if In March 1962, the School of Architecture, University of 
Melbourne will commence a post-graduate course in Tropical 
Architecture for architects, engineers & town planners. The 
course may be completed in one year, & leads to a M. Arch. 
Degree. Further information from the School of Architecture, 
University of Melbourne. 
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TILES 

   

Here is easy grace and elegance capturing 
perfectly the grandeur of traditional Italian 
Travertine marble, but with the added 
advantages of longer wear and comfort under-
foot, light weight and ease of fixing on 
walls. These flexible vinyl tiles, in sizes up to 
36" x 36", offer a subtle richness which will go 
anywhere, add unique colour and individuality. 
installation is quick and wearing qualities are 
outstanding. Amtico Travertine is only one of 
the many types of imaginative Vinyl flooring 
available from Dunlop flooring centres and 
distributors. 

• 

DUNLOP DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 

 

MELBOURNE: Dunlop Floorings Pty. Ltd., 96 Flinders Street. 
MF 0371. SYDNEY: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., 27-33 
Wentworth Ave. 2 0969. BRISBANE: Dunlop Rubber Australia 
Ltd., Centenary Place. 310271. PERTH: Dunlop Flooring 
Centre, 473 Murray Street. 21 3085. ADELAIDE: Dunlop 
Flooring Centre, 131-133 Pirie Street, 81641. HOBART: 
Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., 27 Argyle Street. 2 6581. 
LAUNCESTON: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., 18 Paterson 
Street. 2 2067. 
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SPECIFY DUNLOP - AUSTRALIA'S MOST IMAGINATIVE, COMPLETE SMOOTH FLOORING RANGE 
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