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¶ The prospect of the English brewing firm Charrington & 
Co Ltd establishing itself in Melb. to compete with the 
near-monopoly of the Carlton & United Breweries Ltd, had 
many bldrs and archs licking their lips. Not in expectation of 
the new brew, but of the £3zm brewery that will be built 
if Charrington's receive sufficient support from local pub-
licans, & of the chain of renovations & repairs to existing 
premises that it may promote. 

¶ R.A.I.A. Oland chapter president, Mr. T. H. A. Cross 
was accused, by the National Development Minister Senator 
Spooner, of being "quite inaccurate" in a statement on the 
perilous state of Oland bldg conditions since the credit 
squeeze, in which Mr. Cross claimed that additional finance 
for war service homes would be merely "a drop in the 
ocean". Since the Oland chapter had taken the care & 
trouble to collect independent & factual information in an 
endeavour to assist the Govt by providing up-to-date statist-
ics on bldg activities, the president of the Oland M.B.A. 
Mr. T. H. Parry, the president of the Brisb Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr. W. H. Lambert, & the secretary of the 
Oland Chapter of the R.A.I.A., Mr. B. M. Wilson, all rallied 
to the support of Mr. Cross, & it seemed as if Senator 
Spooner's petulant remarks on inaccuracy should be directed 
elsewhere. 

¶ The T & C Planning Board (Vic) is to prepare a scheme 
for Waratah Bay, 120 miles SE of Melb, "to prevent prema-
ture and speculative subdivision". 

¶ Melb Ccl Parks & Gardens Committee have objected to 
both the location & appearance of a site office designed by 
Roy Grounds for the new Cultural Centre. 

¶ At Blacktown NSW the 1st stage of a £500,000 Civic 
Centre is being built. The complete scheme will include a 
£200,000 main hall, ready for occupation early next year; 
supper hall, kitchen, library, multi-storey admin block & 
basement car park. (Leslie J. Buckland & Druce, Archs; 
S. J. Wood & Co Pty Lid, Bldrs; A. S. Nicholson, Engrs). 

¶ 1st stage of a new Lower Murray District Hospital at 
Tailem Bend (SA) includes hospital, furnishings & equipment 
valued at £87,800. 2nd stage 5 storey staff block, will 
bring the total cost of the project to £105,000. (Brown & 
Davies, Archs; C. P. Hill & Sons, Bldrs). 

¶ A £ I m Housing Commission slum redevelopment scheme 
to house 800 people will be built on a site bounded by 
Kettle, Morehead, Redfern & Walker Sts, in Redfern, Sydney. 
282 flats will be provided in four 10-storey blocks, with 2 
lifts stopping at each third floor (one bedroom units), from 
which there will be stairway access to two bedroom units on 
intermediate floors. One completely equipped laundry for 
every six flats is provided. Architects are D. T. Morrow & 
Gordon, in association with the Housing Commission. 

¶ A horse trough which has been a landmark in Phillimore 
St, Fremantle, for 70 yrs will soon make way for a spectacular 
fountain designed by arch't Ray Jones. In what promises to 
be a remarkable display of the virtuosity of water, three 
separate jets will symbolize Fremantle's maritime interests, 
historic colonial architecture & the new industrial 
development. 

¶ Approaching completion in South Terrace, Adelaide, is 
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Hospital, one of the largest (140 
beds) private hosps in Aust. Patients will be able to speak 
to nurses thru a plastic speaking tube connected to a loud-
speaker at the nurses' station. The ward pantry has been 
eliminated by serving food direct from kitchen to patient, 
by trolleys, (not by tubes). The r cont structure is clad with 
cream brick. (Stephenson & Turner, archt's; F. Fricher Ltd, 
Bldrs). 

¶ With the aborigine's "walk-about" as its decor theme, 
a proposed cocktail lounge for the international terminal at 
Mascot NSW should help to convince overseas visitors of 
Aust's kookaburra-culture & perpetuate the kangaroos-in-the-
streets myth. 
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From the water, the Torrens Weir Restaurant, Adelaide, looks 
as elegant, trim, & ship-shape as a riverboat. From the land 
it becomes obvious that someone was unable to resist a 
capricious bit of entrance featurism, with the well-worn arch'I 
gimmicks of a vaulted canopy, a solar screen panel & a 
splash of indecipherable lettering (insisted upon by the 
lessee) a pity on a bldg which otherwise has been designed 
with restraint & care. (Hassell & McConnell, archts.) 
¶ Manufacturers of sheet metal work for air-cond. installa-
tions, T. O'Connor & Sons Ltd will move this month to a 
new £250,000 factory at Gepps Cross S.A. Caradoc. Ashton, 
Fisher, Woodhead & Beaumont Smith were archts for the 
new bldg, which contains 65,000 sq ft of flr space. 
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This is probably the worst possible view of the School of 
Chemistry, Univ of Syd, but it clearly shows the relationship 
of the Undergrad wing, the Research wing & the Lecture 
Theatre block & awkward links between them. Not shown 
in this photo is an appreciable concern with the ground 
space design in the courtyards, which is meritorious. Constr 
in steel frame, with alum frame curtain walls, porcelain 
enamel panels; cost £1,327,500; constr time 130 weeks. (Govt 
Arch't of NSW, archi; Stanley & Llewellyn, engrs; James 
Wallace Pty Ltd, bldrs). 
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On a site as barren of natural beauty as shown in the above 
aerial photo (1), it is no wonder that the Lyell McEwin 
Hospital, Elizabeth, SA, is designed as linked pavilions around 
open courts with pools & greenery, which give the patient 
something to look at (2). At present 45 beds have been 
provided, with future extensions possible up to 200 beds. The 
3 storey Nurses' Home is almost as bland as the landscape, 
but its severity is relieved by the adjacent Rotunda, which 
contains lecture rooms & a Matron's flat, & by extensive 
planting (3). (Arch'ts & str engrs, the Architects & Engin-
eers sections of the SA Housing Trust; Elizabeth Construc-
tions Ltd, Bldrs). 

In CS March '61, & in an article by David Saunders in 
"Nation", March II, the five-foot (min) gap which will 
separate the observer from wall-hung paintings in the pro-
posed Melb Cultural Centre was considered to be detri-
mental to serious users of the gallery. In "Nation", April 8, 
Bernard Smith, Lect in Fine Arts, Univ of Melb, considers 
that this gap completely ignores the fundamental physical 
requirements for appreciating paintings viz: to be able to 
inspect the painting from many distances & positions, in a 
setting which preserves the sense of intimacy. Since there is 
actually little vandalism in Aust galleries, Mr. Smith believes 
this to be an insufficient reason for the gap, & that the claim 
of the publicity brochure put out by the Centre Appeal that 
the lighting problem "that has previously defied experts 
throughout the world" is both fatuous & premature. 

i( The Cumberland County Council has decided to prevent 
the spread of suburban housing into the area between 
Liverpool & Campbelltown, which would tend to merge the 
separation of the two towns & affect the proposed develop-
ment of Campbelltown as a major satellite town. Accordingly, 
a request by Campbelltown Council for extensions to the 
village boundaries of Glenfield, Macquarie Fields, Ingleburn 
& Minto, four villages along the railway line between Liver-
pool & Campbelltown, has been rejected. 

Solar screens will shade 3 sides of a proposed new SA 
School of Art, Nth Adelaide, designed by arch'ts Woods, 
Bagot, Laybourne-Smith & Irwin in consultation with the 
Public Bldgs Dept; est cost £350,000. 

At Carina Brisb, a new modern Bakery for Oswald 
Baking Co is being erected, & will contain an air-conditioned 
fermentation room. Cost £600,000 (P. Heathwood, arch; L.A. 
Stevens, Bldr; R. J. McWilliam & Ptnrs, Str Engrs; H. Platt 
& Assoc, Mech Engrs). 

(( Cooper Constructions, bldrs of the Transport Bldg, the 
State Library, the new Arts Bldg at the Univ of Tas have 
been forced into liquidation. They have compounded with 
their biggest creditors & their projects are continuing. The 
previous contractor (a Melb. firm) for the Building & Engi-
neering and Arts bldgs went bust soon after pouring the 
foundations. The Univ Council want now to know why the 
P.W.D. let the projects to firms of no credit standing. In 
fact neither company has ANY assets at all that the credi-
tors could get hold of. This latest debacle has landed many 
Tasmanian suppliers in quite deep financial waters. The 
creditors have taken over the jobs with a public secretary 
in charge. 

¶ On the Saturday prior to the official opening of the new 
Univ Library, Univ of Tas, the Vice-Chancellor "happened 
to notice" water cascading from an entrance. The bldrs were 
informed & the lads from the resident college went to the 
rescue with mops. But too late. A water valve cunningly 
placed in the false ceiling above the stacks had distributed 
thousands of gallons over several thousand volumes. All the 
heavy paper clay bound books were of course destroyed. A 
total of £3000 damage was caused altogether, not counting 
damage to hundreds of volumes which were salvaged. The 
contractors were advertising for a new foreman plumber 
all the next week. 

¶ A proposal for a new £4m township for 7,000 people, 
near Morwell, Vic, has been submitted to the Morwell Shire 
Council, by Mr. A. G. Holden, secretary of Parksun Ltd, the 
sponsoring company. The project would cover 500 acres & 
includes provisions for 2000 home sites, a commercial centre, 
water, roads, drainage, power & sewerage. 

g The Central Baptist Church, George St, Syd, announced 
a project for an 18 storey bldg with the church on the first 
3 firs, at an est cost of £I m. There will be 10 firs for 
temperance hotel rms, 26,000 sq ft of office space, a restaur-
ant & swimming pool & 2 firs of underground parking. (F. E. 
Kalpagos, arch't; T. M. Ribba, air conditioning consultant). 
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This is the Blakehurst High School NSW, designed for 920 
pupils at a cost of £233,000. The gym roof is folded plate 
light weight reinf cont, 31" thick, spanning 61 ft. (John Allan 
& Russell Jack, arch'ts; Civil & Civic Pty Ltd, Bldrs; Taylor 
Thompson & Wilting, Engrs). Blakehurst is the best of a 
series of High Schools built recently under a "package deal" 
programme. Selected bldrs were each given a High School 
to design & build—it was up to them to employ arch'ts. 
The time within which the schools were required was so short 
that it is remarkable that the arch'ts were able to produce 
a design, w dwgs & specs at all, let alone produce a bldg 
of some considerable merit such as Blakehurst. An alarming 
lack of foresight on behalf of the govt depts concerned must 
exist when such a programme is forced on bldrs & arch'ts. 
The need for these schools could surely have been realised 
yrs ago—children do not suddenly become high school 
students out of the blue—& the opportunity for developing 
a continuing body of knowledge & experience in providing 
a proper environment for education has been sadly missed. 



¶ Melb C C & the State Housing Comm have joined 
forces on a £4m. project for the clearance of slum areas & 
the erection of multi-storey flats for 4000 people on four 
inner city areas: North Melb, Flemington & at two locations 
in Carlton. Such a co-operative effort sets a fine precedent 
that other cities should heed. Unfortunately, though the 
MCC & State Housing Comm policy is forward-thinking & 
enlightened, the design of the bldgs to go on these sites 
is not. To judge from dwgs published in the daily press the 
Reeves St, Carlton, scheme will be comprised of a mixture 
of rectangular blocks of two, three, four & 16 storeys, with 
a fair amount of open space about them, but disposed 
rigidly along lines parallel to the existing street pattern, & 
altogether looking like nothing more than a regiment of 
multi-storey barracks. 

¶( In New Zealand, the Labour Govt's policy of strict & 
drastic import controls is annoying to many arch'ts because 
of the restricted range of materials & equipment that are 
available from local manufacturers. In Australia, the Liberal 
Govt's policy of no import controls & credit restrictions is 
annoying to many arch'ts because of the restricted oppor-
tunities for bldg that have been the result, despite the 
wide range of materials available from both local & over-
seas manufacturers. 

(( In Vic, Premier Mr Bolte announced that the State 
Savings Bank will be allowed to lend more money for home 
bldg during the next quarter. 

¶ The possibility that Brisb's old Supreme Court Bldg 
(built in 1874) would be demolished to make room for a 
new Supreme Court bldg produced a storm of protest which 
seems to have had the desired effect of causing the State 
Govt to seriously consider alternative sites. 
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Pearl Assurance House, Melb contains eleven office firs plus 
ground, basement & roof plant room for air cond machinery. 
Gross area per flr-5,040 sq ft, net rentable area per ír-
3,950 sq ft. The bldg is air-conditioned throughout & with 
no opening windows is as neat & tight as an oyster, although 
the pearl-like feature which tops the bldg seems somehow 
to have escaped. The curtain wall facades & the lettering 
have been designed with assurance, but was it necessary 
to be quite so adamant about the name of the company? 
Contract price £552,196 (Leslie M Perrott & Ptnrs, arch'ts; 
E A Watts Pty Ltd, bldr; John Connell & Assoc, str engr; 
Thomas Anderson & Assoc, Mech & elec engrs; Rider Hunt 
& Ptnrs, Quantity Surveyors). 

Brisb may have its first £2m skyscraper, to be built by 
Davco Realty, on the Aust Hotel site, Queen & Albert Sts, or 
elsewhere in Queen St if negotiations fail for the first site. 
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This council chamber & offices for Liverpool Municipal Coun-
cil, NSW, are neat enough, but are not enhanced by the 
flagpole, lawn, & perimeter planting of shrubs which is a 
typical municipal attempt at landscape treatment. FIr area 
of the bldg is II,000 sq ft, approx cost £58,000. (Ross A 
Lightfoot & Stanton, arch't; A S McDonald, Wagner & 
Priddle, Str Engrs; A R French & Sons, Bldrs). 

(( For UK migrants at Elizabeth South, SA, a proposed 
£100,000 "Rose and Crown" Hotel is to be built with faci-
lities for darts & "other games" (?), with English oaks, elms, 
horse-chestnuts & lawns. But presumably Aussie licensing 
laws will still apply. The bldg will be planned for a series 
of bars, each seating about 30 people, which should be a 
happy change from the normal Aust bar barn, & will be 2 
storey brick. Designed by S. H. Gilbert, arch't for the SA 
brewing Company. 

(( Syd Opera House Report: Arch't Utzen & Engrs Ove 
Arup have re-designed the shape of the shells, making them 
higher, & placing 3 shells over the smaller hall, to match 
the main hall. NSW Premier Heffron has warned that the 
final cost may be considerably more than £4.8 million be-
cause of the "normal rise of materials and so on", & may 
reach at least £6.5 million. Fortunately the lotteries which 
are financing the Syd Opera House can cover this by 
simply running on longer. 

(j Alderman R. S. Luke, thrice Mayor of Mosman & chair-
man of the Cumberland County Ccl from 1951 to 1958 has 
written a book "A Cuckoo in the Mayor's Nest", in which 
he gives the following slightly bitter definitions "Green Belt 
—shown as light green on maps—but the rate of its dis-
appearance is such that many feel that mourning people or 
jet black might be appropriately substituted." "Open Space 
—This is not a zone but a reservation subject to ultimate 
public ownership and is coloured dark green. Set aside for 
major recreational areas, these reservations have suddenly 
acquired peculiar virtues as the only possible sites for TV 
studios and transmitting stations, supermarkets and district 
shopping centres, drive-in-theatres, electricity breaking-down 
stations and the like. There is no truth however, in the 
rumour that Open Space is to be redesignated 'Open Go' ". 
(( The newspaper "The West Australian" will give an annual 
Home of the Year arch'I award, in conjunction with the WA 
Chapter of the RAIA. First award will be made in Sept 
this year. 

This gym block, with staff acc'n, library & temporary change 
rooms is the first stage of the new Physical Education Centre, 
Univ of Q'land. For sun protection & cross-ventilation, the 
nth wall has horiz steel louvres fir to ceiling, the lower half 
being adjustable. Additional fixed horiz alum blades elimin-
ate sun penetration 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. even in mid-winter. Cost 
£73,000; (Jiri Svokoda, arch't; Co-ordinator General's Dept, 
engrs & bldrs). 



Amtico Renaissance flexible vinyl tiles bring you 
subtle, distinctive and beautiful variations on natural 
marble patterns. The deep marbling goes through 
and through, wears longer, looks cleaner than marble. 
For floors, walls, stairs and skirtings, give your home 
the eye-catching appeal of America's first choice-
Amtico vinyl tiles from DUNLOP flooring centres and 
contractors . . . distributed in Australia by Dunlop. 

MELBOURNE: Dunlop Floorings Pty. Ltd., 96 
Hinders Street. MF 0371. SYDNEY: Dunlop Rubber 
Australia Ltd., 27-33 Wentworth Ave. 2 0969. 
BRISBANE: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., Centenary 
Place. 310271. PERTH: Dunlop Flooring Centre, 
473 Murray Street. 21 3085. ADELAIDE: Dunlop 
Flooring Centre, 131-133 Pirie Street. 84641 
HOBART: Dunlop Rubber Australia Ltd., 27 Argyle 
Street. 2 6581. 	LAUNCESTON: Dunlop Rubber 
Australia Ltd., 18 Paterson Street. 22067. 

DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 

SPECIFY DUNLOP-AUSTRALIA'S MOST IMAGINATIVE, COMPLETE SMOOTH FLOORING RANGE 
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