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An Act to Incorporate and Endow tho 
University of Melbourne. [Assented 
to 22nd January, 1853.] 

r-rramijlo. . TTT'HEREAS it is expedient to promote sound 
VV learning in the Colony of Victoria and with 

that intent to establisli incorporate and endow an 
University at Melbourne open to all classes and de­
nominations of Her Majesty's subjects Be it enacted 
by His Excellency the Lieutenant-(4overnor of the said 
Colony by aud with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Council thereof as follows : 

Univc-rsitv I. An University consisting of a Council and Senate 
to consist ot shall be established at Melbourne and when duly con-
n. Council stituted and appointed according to the provisions of 

this Act shall be a body politic and corporate by the 
name of " The University of Melbourne ; ' and by such 
name shall have perpetual succession and shall adopt 
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and have a Common Seal and shall by the same name 
sue and be sued plead and be impleaded answer and be 
answered unto in all Courts of the said Colony and 
shall be capable in law to take purchase and hold all 
goods chattels and personal property whatsoever and 
shall also bo able and capable in law to receive take 
purchase and hold for ever not only such lands build­
ings hereditaments and possessions as may from time to 
time be exclusively used and occupied by the immediate 
requirements of the said University but also any other 
lands buildings hereditaments and possessions what­
soever situated in the said Colony or elsewhere and 
shall be able and capable iu law to grant demise alien 

' or otherwise dispose of all or any of the property real 
or personal belonging to the said University and also to 
do all other matters and things incidental or appertain­
ing to a body politic Provided always that until the 
Senate of the said University shall have been con­
stituted as is herein enacted the said University shall 
consist of a Council only Provided further that it shall 
not be lawful for the said University to alienate mort­
gage charge or demise any lands tenements or heredita­
ments of which it shall have become seised or to which 
it may become entitled by grant purchase or otherwise 
unless with the approval of the Lieutenant-Covei-nor 
and Executive Council of the said Colony for the time 
being except by way of lease for any term not exceed­
ing twenty-one years from the time when such lease 
shall be made in and by which there shall be reserved 
during the whole of the term the highest rent that can 
be reasonably obtained for the same without fine. 

II . and I I I . Repealed by the Unim-sity Act 1881. 

IV. All questions which shall come before the said Questions. 
Council or Senate respectively shall be decided by the h( ,w dooided. 
majority of the members present and the chairman at 
any such meeting shall have a vote and in case of an 
equality of votes a casting vote and no question shall 
In; decided at any meeting of the said Council'unless six 
members thereof be present or at any meeting of the 
said Senate unless twenty members thereof he present. 

V. At every meeting of the Council the Cliancellor Clmirman-
or in his absence the Vice-Chancellor shall preside as Qou'î ti ana 
Chairman and at every meeting of the Senate the senate. 
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Council to 
have entire 
manage­
ment of tho 
University. 

Council to 
make sta­
tutes, ivitli 
approval of 
the Hoiiate, 

W a r d e n shall preside as Chai rman and in the absence of 
t h e Chancellor a n d Vice-Chancellor t h e members of t h e 
Council p resen t and in the absence of t h e W a r d e n the 
members of t h e Senate present shall elect a Chai rman. 

V I . The said Council shall have full power to appoint 
and dismiss all Professors Officers and Servants of t h e 
said Univers i ty and shall have the ent i re managemen t 
and super intendence over the affairs concerns and pro­
pe r ty thereof subject to the s t a tu te s and regulat ions of 
t h e said Univers i ty . 

V I I . T h e said Council shall have full power to make 
and a l ter any s t a tu te s and regulat ions (so as the same 
be not r epugnan t to any exist ing law or to the pro­
visions of th is Act) touching the discipline of the said 
Universi ty the number s t ipend and manner of appoint­
m e n t and dismissal of the Officers thereof t h e matr i ­
culation of s tuden ts the examinat ion for Fel lowships 
Scholarships Prizes Exhibi t ions Degrees or Honours 
and the g ran t ing ot t h e same respectively the fees to be 
charged for matr icula t ion or for any such examinat ion 
or degree the lectures or classes of the Professors and 
t h e fees to be demanded by them t h e manner and t ime 
of convening the meetings of the said Council and 
Senate and in general touching all o the r ma t t e r s what ­
soever regarding the said Univers i ty Provided a lways 
t h a t so soon as the Senate of t h e said Univers i ty shall 
have been const i tu ted no new s t a t u t e or regulat ion or 
a l te ra t ion or repeal of any exist ing s t a tu t e shall be of 
any force unt i l approved by the said Senate . 

V I I I . I t shall be lawful for the said Universi ty to 
make any s ta tu tes for the altiliation to or connection 
wi th the same of any College or Educat iona l Establ ish­
m e n t to which t h e governing body of such College or 
Es tab l i shment may consent and for t h e licensing and 
supervision of Boarding Houses in tended for t h e recep­
tion of s tuden t s and the revocation of such licenses 
Provided a lways t h a t no such s t a tu t e s shall affect 
the religious observances or regulat ions enforced in 
such Colleges Educat iona l Es tab l i shments or Boarding 
Houses . . 

•t't!ltiilt("? n . I-^-- ^ ' such s t a tu te s and regulat ions as aforesaid 
lieutenant-1 shall lie reduced to wr i t ing and the Common Seal of t h e 
•Governor. said Univers i ty having been affixed the re to shall be 

(-ollctresinay 
lie affiliated, 
•and Board­
ing Houses 
licensed. 
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submi t ted to the Lieutenant -Governor to be allowed 
and countersigned by him and if so allowed and coun­
tersigned shall be binding upon all persons members of 
the said Universi ty and upon all candidates for degrees 
to be conferred by the same and t h e produc t ion of a 
verified copy of any such s ta tu tes and regulat ions under 
the said Seal shall be sufficient evidence of the au then­
t ic i ty of the same in all Courts of Jus t i ce . 

X . Repealed by the University Act 1881. 

X I . Every s tuden t being an u n d e r g r a d u a t e shall Students 
dur ing such terms of residence as t h e said Univers i ty '".VlM", _ 
may by s t a t u t e appoin t dwell with his p a r e n t or guar- ruirin^terni. 
dian or wi th some near re la t ive or friend selected by 
his pa ren t or guard ian and approved by the Chancellor 
or Vice-Chancellor or in some Collegiate or Educa­
tional Establ ishment affiliated to or in connection wi th 
the Universi ty or in a Boarding House licensed as 
aforesaid. 

X I I . Xo religious test shall be admin i s te red to any No religious 
person in order to ent i t le him to be admi t t ed as a lest to be ad-
s t u d e n t of the said "University or to hold office therein m " 1 , 5 t c m ' -
or to g radua te the rea t or to hold a n y advan tage or 
privilege thereof. 

X I I I . I t shall be lawful for the said L ieu tenan t - Endowment.. 
Governor by war ran t unde r his hand addressed to t h e 
Publ ic Treasurer of the said Colony to d i rec t to be 
issued and paid out of the General Revenue the sum of 
Nino Thousand Pounds in every year as a fund for 
main ta in ing the said Univers i ty and for defraying t h e 
several s t ipends which may be appoin ted to be pa id to 
the several Professors Officers and Servants to be 
appointed by such Univers i ty and for defraying the 
expense of such Fellowships .Scholarships Pr izes and 
Exhibi t ions as shall be awarded for the encouragement 
of s tuden ts in such Univers i ty and for providing a 
Library for the same and for discharging all necessary 
charges connected wi th the managemen t thereof. 

X I V . The said Council shall [ ' d u r i n g t h e month of Councilto 
May] in every year repor t the proceedings of the Uni- report annu-
versi ty dur ing the previous yea r to the Lieu tenant - j.ieUten;1'nt-

. . . . _. Governor. 

* Repealed by the University Act 18S1. 
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Governor and such report shall contain a full account 
of the income and expenditure of the said University 
audited in such manner as the Lieutenant-Governor 
may direct and a copy of every such report and of ull 
the statutes and regulations of the University allowed 
as aforesaid by the Lieutenant-Governor shall be laid 
in each year before the Legislative Council. 

Lieutenant- XV. The Lieutenant-Governor ot the said Colony 
«ovcriior to f0l. the time being shall be the Visitor of the said 

i»i HI. University and shall have authority to do all things 
which appertain to Visitors as often as to him shall 
seem meet. 
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