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Liberty Theatre
Siourke Street

Following closely the lines of many recent sub
urban picture theatres, the new Liberty offers 
little that is startlingly fresh to local theatre 
design. All the familiar ingredients are here 
(the concealed tube lighting, Dunlopillo seats, 
Curves and feathers galore picked out in pastel 
shades) and, as usual, the result is pleasant. 
The new colours in the tube lighting are one 
of the most interesting features. In the Ground 
floor foyer, in a large circular ceiling feature, 
there is an attractive shade of yellow. But the 
panel it illuminates is poor in it’s insipidity. A 
mass of autumn tinted curies — just something 
to glance at. Just something to say: “Look 
how luxurious it all is. Look at me, no use at 
all, but see all the curves and twists and colors. 
Isn’t it extravagant?”
Yet surely the time is ripe for a cinema to be 
built in Melbourne, rather than yet another 
legitimate theatre with an impossibly narrow 
stage? Surely, with the legitimate stage in such 

• a pitiful decline here, it is time the cinemas 
stopped apologizing and forgot their parent. Is 
a white screen such a hideous thing, or is it that 
the patrons might feel defrauded of their ad
mission if they were not permitted to watch the 
solemn ceremony of pulling the curtain back 
and forth between the items?*"

M.L.C. Building
-4 —

• It seems to us that the designers of Melbourne’s 
office buildings are stuck in the rut of imbib
ition. Either they erect dazzling white monu
ments to chastity or turn to' the ever-popular 
and rather negative dirty ochre hue. But no 
colour!
Sydney has colourful city buildings, but there, 
unfortnately, vulgarity seems to be the keynote 
of many of their structures. That is why we 
acclaimed the winning design in the M.L.C. 
Competition and watched it attain its well- 
mannered and wholly delightful fruition.
But we deplore the same design being coarsened 
and bleached for the Melbourne branch of the 
same company. Understanding, of course, the 
advertising value of such a duality that would 
delight any board of directors.
The use of the company’s insignia as the motif 
carved in bas-relief on the corner tower is most 
attractive, but it is a pity one must develop a 
crick in the neck to read the lettering carefully 
incised in the parapets. And what opportunities 
were missed when pressed metal plates were 
used for window-risers, substituting their drab
ness where intelligent usé of colour could have 
been used.
But what the hell ! It’s a “Modern Building ” 
and the public love it.

With high hopes we send you this No. 1 
News Letter. It is directed towards filling 
an expressed need in Architectural circles; 
towards keeping you informed of forth
coming events of Architectural importance. 
Regarding the criticising of the civic 
theatre in LINES 1937 we voiced the 
following urgent plaint which nobody has 
been brave enough to follow through :

“Criticism is the prerogative and the 
stimulant of Art. To-day, despite un
precedented dissemination of news 
and culture by the radio and the 
press, criticism is practically denied 
the Mother of all Arts. The building 
columns of our daily press do not fill 
this want. They associate indiscrim- ' 
inately the good with the bad; their 
descriptions and remarks are often 
trite and misleading, invariably flat
tering, and (is it ethical to admit?) 
generally composed in the office of 
the Architect responsible.
“Maybe the quietly smug tendencies 
of the architectural profession and 
the affectations of so many buildings 
erected in the name of art are due to 
just that lack of public criticism.”

And if you think us presumptions —- why 
not take the matter further? WE longingly 
await the day when sonie Great Publica
tion, taking public duty to its heart, will 
offer regular, informed, and utterly frank 
criticisms of all major buildings. Mean
while, we present these humble comments 
in all sincerity, and expectantly continue 
to await the Armageddon when the myst
eries of design shall be honestly displayed 
to a waiting world .... then we shall 
have less occasion to say — “Damn these 
clients and their bloody bad taste.” . .
MAN ALIVE—THE TRUTH ABOUT 
A £100,000 BUILDING IS FRONT 
PAGE NEWS !

Blot of the Month
The colour scheme on the nearly completed 
A.N.A. Building, Elizabeth Street.
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Sympathy
The sincere sympathy of ex
tended to Atelier Sophom ater
on the loss of his mother. V ex
press regret that his seconc . j’.jr-.. ,ed in 
two days late, was marked H.C.
It is to be deplored that officiais at the Atelier 
could not see their way to modifying their strict 
rule, and allow him the extra two days he lost 
through being at his mother’s side till the end.

Architectural Apprecia
tion in Melbourne

“I say, didn’t the Liberty Theatre pop up fast?”
¥ ¥ ¥

“Gosh, isn’t Prince Henry’s Hospital high?”
¥ ¥ ¥

“Isn’t the Australia Arcade long? Right through 
from Collins Street to Little Collins!”

¥ ¥ ¥
“My, but St. Patrick’s must have cost a lot!”

Lines
The 1939 edition of the Society’s Journal will 
be on sale in July. Contributions to both LINES 
and SMUDGES arc to be submitted to the 
Publicity Committee of the V.A.S.S. :
ROY McC. SIMPSON ROBIN P. BOYD 

PETER, E. NEWELL.
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