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Enthusiasm
As callow students pointing the-way-to- 
the-lightto our elders and betters, we realize 
that we are laying ourselves open to any 
amount of criticism. But the remarks we 
are presenting are not just the prejudices 
of a small editorial group. All of them are 
contributed by separate members and afe 
picked as being as nearly as possible rep
resentative of the entire student opinion. 
And if they are not, then by all means 
write and contradict us.
But we wish to take things further. For 
ethical reasons we know the institute is 
unable to sponsor any such inter-pro
fessional criticism, but we should be grate
ful to any practising members of the 
profession sending us opinions of well- 
known works.
We thank the many celebrities who were 
so enthusiastic and encouraging over our 
first issue, and particularly the following 
for these kind remarks :
J. B. ISLIP Esq. (Sec. R.V.I.A.): "Provocative 
and vigourous, "SMUDGES” should serve a 
very useful purpose in the creation of a wider 
interest in the work of the profession.”
A. O. YUNCKEN Esq. A.R.A.I.A.: "A pre
sumptuous piece of effrontery with which I am 
wholly in accord.”
A. R. LOVE Esq., A.R.A.I.A.: "Please accept 
my congratulations on the society’s latest step, 
"SMUDGES”. That sound criticism which is 
the prerogative of art should come from 
younger men is to be generally commended.”
D. GRAEME LUMSDEN Esq.: "It is printed 
on quite interesting paper, but I think it is a 
little hard.”
R. EMERY Esq., (McEwans): "It is most re
freshing to read the fearless criticisms. As a 
result of reading "SMUDGES” I found myself 
looking at the buildings mentioned with a new 
interest.”

Blot 
of the 
Month
Sop for tlic Sot Publicity Pub.
Following the opening of new Punt Road 
bridge, Sir Charles Hotham has grasped the 
opportunity to raise his status from that of back 
alley pub to the full glory of a 20th century 
Elizabethan ale house. The stupendous Good
year skysign poised above precipitous roofs, and 
the shingled Norman tower emerging like a 
triumphant regurgitation out of the frenzied 
plethora of goitrous half-timbering, distinguish 
what is surely the most notable contribution 
amongst the monuments yet raised by a 
beneficent becrocracy to the glory of Australian 
Industry (sec statistical column.).

His Majesty’s
ARCHITECT: CHARLES N. HOLLINSHED. 
Little idea is gained from the facade of His 
Majesty’s of the beauty of the interior, which, 
as regards both stage and auditorium, compares 
favourably with any legitimate theatre through
out the world. '
Great thought has been shown in the delicate 
colour scheme—apple green and rose with oc
casional touches of apricot—prevailing in both 
auditorium and foyers. The use of finely 
grained walnut inlaid with narrow pewter 
strips contributes a very luxurious note. 
Lighting, too, has been given attention, except 
perhaps in the ceiling of the auditorium, where 
unfortunately, use has been made of three not 
very pleasing "Cartwheel” lights. An incongru
ous note which, one feels, could easily have 
been avoided.
Accoustically the theatre exhibits marked weak
nesses directly below both the upper circle and 
dress circle. Heard from these spots, an orches
tra of healthy size is likely to resolve itself 
down even at best of times, into a couple of 
violins and the percussion instruments.
Ornamentation, for the most part, is in good 
proportion and taste, evident in the plaster tops 
in lounges and over boxes; but in an occasional 
muddle of molds the unrestrained hand of an 
enthusiastic fibrous plaster maker is suggested. 
Considering the difficulties presented in the re
building of the Theatre, a dignified but still 
sufficiently theatrical effect has been created, of 
which both Architects and entertainment-seekers 
may be justly proud.

— I.L.

Competitions
John Smith is slow to accept new ideas. Arch
itectural thought is therefore, ahead of practice. 
Where, then, can new ideas be cultivated?
In Competitions.
Here John doesn’t have to say "YES”! Only 
highly trained men to please.
But we have been disappointed.
Time-honoured formulae have snaffled the 
prize-money, again and again.
Good stuff, but ordinary.
CONSIDER THE HOUSING SCHEME !
Construction and economics important ad
mittedly. But when is that touch which makes 
ARCHITECTURE = BUILDING + 
Sometimes one wonders whether wc arc leading 
John’s taste or vice versa. —W.H.C.

More fun! More people killed! Visual refresh
ment dispensed free in Mycr’s arcade. Helena 
Rubinstein’s cosmètica displayed in as happy a 
window-dressing as ever we saw. Thank you, 
gentlemen, give us more; you owe it to Mel
bourne. A pink certificate to the Mycr Em
porium.

Films
To those of us who have read with watering 
mouths in overseas Journals of the magnificence 
of the films now being produced on the Contin
ent, the first to be shown here is no disappoint
ment.
Although we admit that equally good films have 
come from America and England, there is a 
fresh and vigorous atmosphere about this 
French film that is new to us. We cannot help 
feeling annoyed with Messrs. Hoyts and others, 
that for years we have been denied this tonic 
of new thought and ideas in this most vital art. 
"Mayerling” is indeed a satisfying work. 
Rarely does one see such unity of purpose, such 
co-ordination between director, actors and 
technicians. All the film grows in an even 
crescendo of mood towards the last five minutes. 
Five intense minutes which will be remembered 
a long time by most visitors to the Comedy. It 
should be seen by anyone who is the least bit 
interested in life.
Starting on Wednesday we are promised a 
series on Continental films at a remodelled 
Imperial.
We look forward to a permanent new interest.

—G. P.

Paintings
Exhibition of the month. The collection of 
Artist Geoff. Jones in the Riddell Galleries. 
We congratulate him on a fearless and alto
gether pleasing show. But although much of his 
work is original and ingenious in outlook, some 
(particularly the nudes) follows closely con
ventional "modern” ideas. Colour does not ap
pear to be developed very far in Mr. Jones’ 
present work ; but his composition is laudable 
and No. 1, "Figure Composition,” is possibly 
his most impressive canvas.

Statistic
A statistician of our acquaintance points out 
that if all the Melbourne hotels of interesting 
design were to be placed one above the other, 
they would not quite reach to the top of the 
Hotel Australia.

Of interat is this reproduction from SMUDGES 
for June, 2035, the architect’s perspective for 
the central pavilion at the second Melbourne 
centenary celebrations.



Institute
Smudges will be forwarded to Institute mem
bers each month. If you like Smudges, and we 
know you do, please give the trade informa
tion pages your closest attention. Remember 
your appreciation of this paper is expressed by 
supporting the advertisers who help us.

Ball
Event of the year. Most everyone will go over 
the bridge to the Palms on July 21. Read what 
Herr Schlotz Schlatz says.
Herr Schlatz writes us : "Ker Blion Batik.” 
Herr Schlatz should know. You be there too !
Stan Frew (M2454) has the tickets.

Lines
Your annual goes to press next month. Con
tributions from all sources will be considered 
throughout June. The world-wide circulation 
of LINES offers you your big opportunity for 
international notoriety.

Tennis
Despite one-week subjects, lost hair, eyesight 
and digestion, do you still indulge in tennis ?
If so, please phone Mr. Stan Evans of H. W. 
SC F. B. Tompkins’ office (Central 7998) for 
particulars of a challenge match between In
stitute and students, to be held in the near 
future.

Yumph
The editorial staff of "SMUDGES” arc imag
ining themselves living many centuries ago, in 
a different country with a different climate; in 
order to tell the world the truth about "Toorak 
Village."
Watch for "Monuments to Dishonesty, or Liv
ing in the Past with Melbourne’s Mental 
Morons” in our next issue ! !

Scholarship
ATELIER SCHOLARSHIP—SUBJECT No. 3 

A Seal Pool for an Australian Zoo. 
Drawings, which shall be done on sheets 20in. 
x 15in., to be handed to the Secretary not later 
than noon, Wednesday, June 28th.

RESULTS OF SUBJECT No.I 
N. Brendel, 10. R. Stable, 9, P. J. Relf, 9. 
J. Barry, 8. I. Ashton, 8. Miss Marchant, 8. 
A. Dillon, 7. M. Webb, 7. L. T. Brock, 7. M. 
Rainey, 7. B. Reed, 6. Miss Hope, 6. J. Spiers, 
6. F. Secombe, 6. W. R. Hodgson, 5. S. J. 
Duvc, 5. T. N, Mann, 5. C. Dore, 4. R. G. 
Warren, 3. J. Mason, 3. G. Jones, 2.

T. B, Costili
You will be intrigued by a pocket-size publica
tion at Bookseller T. B. Costin’s, 410 Collins 
Street. Entitled "New Sights of London,” it pro
vides addresses and bus routes to 700 modern 
buildings, so it becomes an essential to every 
potential visitor. But what is so interesting is 
that it contains clear block elevations of sixty 
of the best jobs, a remarkably clear precis of 
contemporary English work. As well there are 
a dozen well chosen, well reproduced photo
graphs. The absurd part about the whole thing 
is that it only costs a shilling.
Of great value, in that it provides us with the 
structural secrets of several well-known overseas 
jobs, is "Timber Building for the Country” 
(15/-). It is a carefully chosen review of inter
national timber construction. Finely reproduced 
photographs and lots of clear little sketch plans 
and sections. Most of the work is new and 
very attractive.
Many decorative new houses are illustrated in 
"The Key to your new Home.” (25/-) and un
surpassed is Industrial Architecture of Albert 
Kahn, (2 gns.).

J. S. McClelland Pty. Ltd., Melbourne
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