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PETITION, 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 24th June, 1857. 

To THE HONORABLE THE SPEAR DR AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE 
COLONY OF VICTORIA. 

The Memorial of the Assembly of the United Church of England and Ireland, in 
Victoria, convened under the provision of the Act of Council, 18 Victoria, No. 45. 

HUMBLY SHEWETH, 
1. That your Memorialists have taken under their earnest consideration the present condition of 

the Aborigines of the Colony, with the desire to communicate to them the blessings of the Gospel. 
2. That your Memorialists, on a calm review of the circumstances, are unable to perceive that 

the efforts of missionaries can produce any beneficial effect upon the Aborigines in general, and are of 
opinion that the fostering care of the State is needed to concentrate together the scattered remnants of 
the tribes in Victoria. 

3. That your Memorialists are impelled to put forward this memorial, by reflecting, that if 
something be not soon done on behalf of the Aborigines, they will in a few years be blotted out from 
the face of the country of their fathers, and that if they be so blotted out, your Memorialists will not 
be justified if they have shrunk from any effort for which success could be hoped in ameliorating the 
moral condition of the Aborigines. 

4. That an experiment, such as your Memorialists would press upon your Honorable Council, 
has been of late years proved in South Australia with marked success, and that the signal success of 
that experiment, as compared with all previous efforts on the Australian Continent, urges upon your 
Memorialists the duty of their present appeal to those constituted authorities, by whose aid alone, 
humanly speaking, success may be hoped for in Victoria. 

5. That the principle upon which the successful establishment in South Australia has been 
conducted, has been the isolation of the Aborigines from their native haunts, and kind treatment and 
tuition of them in a central station, where they have gradually acquired a knowledge of the European 
arts, simultaneously with instruction in Christianity, considerable expenditure having been borne by 
the State, while the control of the Mission Station has been left to the reverend gentleman whose well 
directed zeal originated the experiment. 

6. That your Memorialists are of opinion, that similar provision, control, and supervision, are 
essential to the success of any attempts to civilize and convert the Aborigines ; and while they would 
deprecate the lodgment of moneys in the hands of the missionary in charge, they think it manifest, that 
unless he is placed in a position of apparent control, he would not be able to command that unqualified 
respect which is essential in guiding the minds of those whom he would convert. 

7. That the foregoing proposition is borne out by reference to all instances of success in 
evangelizing the Aborigines, inasmuch, as though moving from station to station and town to town, they 
in all cases acquire considerable knowledge of European employments, there is no recorded instance of 
permanent civilization, or conversion, except where, in private families or in a public establishment, 
they have been weaned from their wild pursuits by the kindness of those whom, as masters or 
managers, they have learned to respect and love. 

8. That your Memorialists would humbly recommend that the following steps be immediately 
taken with a view to teach the Aborigines :- 

(1.) That a central establishment be formed for the reception of all Aboriginal children or 
adults who can be induced to enter it. 

(2.) That all due safeguards be taken to prevent the possibility of any diversion to other 
ends, than for the benefit of the Aborigines, of the materials in use at the central establishment. 

(3.) That accommodation and sustenance be provided for any resident missionary or 
missionaries. 

(4.) That secular instruction, and agricultural and mechanical tuition, be provided by the 
State. 

(5.) That the use of the Aboriginal dialects be discouraged in the establishment. 
(6.) That in every large district of the Colony there be sought some person affectionately 

regarded by the Aborigines, who shall be designated to keep records of the condition of the 
Aborigines, and to win from them inmates for the Central Station, by such gifts as the 
Legislature may think fit to place at his disposal, and that such district guardians, or agents, 
be authorized to place at the expense of the State in public district schools, such children as may 
be yielded up for the purpose by parents who may refuse to let their children depart from their 
native place to the Central Station. 

(7.) That correspondence be kept up periodically between the resident missionary and each 
district guardian. 
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(8.) That in support of the foregoing recommendation, your Memorialists would point out 
that the Guardian of the Aborigines urged upon the Government of the Colony in 1852 the 
necessity of forming some central establishment, such as has been suggested above, and that the 
rapidly diminishing number of Aborigines in the Colony shows, that whatever steps can be taken 
ought to be taken quickly, to prevent the complete destruction of the native race. 

(9.) That your Memorialists would place before your Honorable House one important fact 
which demands serious consideration, namely, that half-caste male children, borne by Aboriginal 
women, are usually destroyed, and thatyour Memorialists would urge that, in order to prevent 
their destruction, the removal of half-caste children_ to the Central Establishment might 
be specially encouraged. 

(10.) That your Memorialists would point out that the foregoing fact alone shows that 
missionary enterprise, under the circumstances of the Colony, cannot cope with the causes which 
are operating to remove the race from their native soil. 

(11.) That your Memorialists would further suggest, as a reason why the Central Mission 
Establishment should be formed, the fact, that the native tribes are disappearing so rapidly, 
that in the course of little more than twenty years whole tribes have died away, making it plain 
that even had missionaries obtained a perfect knowledge of a dialect, their labors would have to 
be renewed in another s-there, which would eventually prove equally unfavorable. 

(12.) Finally, your Memorialists would represent, that upon an mquiry instituted by the late 
Legislature of New South Wales and Port Phillip, many leading persons settled in Port Phillip, 
pointed out that only by some such means as those now recommended could any success be 
achieved in civilizing or instructing the Aborigines, as will be seen in the Votes and Proceedings 
of the New South Wales Legislative Council. 

Your Memorialists are emboldened to make their present appeal by reflecting, that previous 
Legislatures have made grants for the benefit of the Aborigines, where claims reasonably supported 
have been put forward in their behalf. 

Your Memorialists would therefore entreat your Honorable House to take the premises into 
consideration, and to take such steps to ameliorate the moral condition of the Aborigines as may to 
your Honorable House seem meet. 

And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
Signed in the name and on behalf of the Memorialists, by 

C. NIELBOUILNE; 
President of the Assembly. 

By Authority : JOHN FERRES, Government Printer, Melbourne. 
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