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Edward M. Curt' 	
4847. Did you hear he had been locked up in the room by the superintendent for the night ?—If 

`°"'"ed,  I did hear it I have forgotten it. 
8th Dee. 1881. 4848. Do you not think the Board should be advised of all those details ?—No, I do not. I think 

the superintendent should be capable of exercising a wise discretion, and that the Board cannot enter 
into endless minutiae. 

4849. Has the superintendent any authority to beat any person ?—I do not know that the Board has 
given him any authority. 

4850. You know the regulations under which you act ?—I have read them ; I do not know them 
by heart. 

4851. Supposing this boy was beaten severely, would not the friends be justified in asking that the 
boy should be released from the room ?—Yes, in asking, assuming that they asked in a proper way. 

4852. If you had a son beaten and locked up, would you ask in a civil way ?—If I thought the boy 
deserved it I should not ask at all ; I should say, " Served him right." 

4853. If you had not heard the merits of the case, would you not go and ask ?—Certainly not. 
Before I put my son in the charge of anybody, I should have confidence in the treatment he would receive. 
I would not object to a proper chastisement, if he deserved it. 

4854. Supposing this boy was not in charge of this person, but was merely living in the station ?-
The boys are in charge of Mr. Strickland. 

4855. Would you think that a man simply asking for this lad should be summoned a couple of 
months afterwards to the Police Court for insubordination, having committed no other offence ?— 
Assuming that a boy received treatment that his parent does not approve of, I do not think the parent 
should be summoned for insubordination for asking that the punishment might be remitted. 

4856. Were you on the Board at the time Mr. Green was in office ?—No, I was not. 
4857. What are the duties of the inspector ?—Whom do you mean by the inspector ? 
4858. The general inspector ?—There is no officer known as general inspector. At present the 

general management is under Captain Page. We generally speak of him as secretary. 
4859. What are his duties ?—First of all there is the keeping of the books, managing the money 

matters, purchasing the supplies, seeing that they are of good quality and proper price, and that the money is 
laid out advantageously in that way ; to inquire into cases of disaffection that arise on any station, either 
in respect to the people or the manager ; in fact, he stands between all those stations and the Board, to put 
the Board in possession of any facts that seem to him sufficiently important to be brought under the notice 
of the Board. He can also order those people in an ad interim way until the Board can express an opinion. 

4860. Does he visit the stations ?—Only occasionally, as often as required. 
4861. Is there no regulation on the subject ?—No, he visits when he chooses. 
4862. How many does he visit ?—I think he visits all the half-dozen. 
4863. Do you receive reports from him of his visits ?—Whenever there is anything to report. 
4864. Did Mr. Ogilvie send in any report ?—I do not know whether he did or not, at all events we 

had him in the board-room, and obtained what information we wanted, and heard anything from him that 
he thought we ought to know. 

4865. Those reports, I suppose, are to be laid before Parliament ?—The annual report is. 
4866. But the smaller matters inside ?—There are some appendices to the report. 
4867. I see that in every one of the reports, up till Captain Page's advent to office, the inspector sent 

formal reports to the Board of his visitation and the particulars of his visitation. I cannot find Captain 
Page's name in one ?—I do not know whether Captain Page has reported in this way, nor do I think it 
of any consequence. 

4868. Should not Parliament be informed by the inspector of the actual condition of affairs ?-
Parliament is informed by the Board every year of the state of affairs on each station. 

4869. I think Appendix II., Thirteenth Report, contains the only mention of Captain Page—merely 
his name  ;  but for that Captain Page does not exist in the knowledge of Parliament ?—If you were to 
publish every trifle in every department who would read them ? 

4870. Do you not think Parliament ought to be seised of the opinion of the chief officer of the 
department ?—The Board receives his opinion and Parliament receives his opinion through the Board, and 
I do not think anything further is necessary. 

4871. It used to  be  done  ;  if he visited four times a year, four reports were sent in ?—If we went 
into that sort of thing it would require a blue book to report little bickerings at Coranderrk alone. No 
one would read them. Such details would be an abuse. 

4872. I would call your attention to Appendix I. of the Tenth Report  ;  this is the last report 
Mr. Green wrote. He says :—" The work done by the aborigines is pretty considerable, if we reckon what 
it would have cost to have done the same by white labor. £300 for clearing and trenching the ten acres of 
new land for hops  ;  £160 for building hop-kiln and cooling-house  ;  and £250 for cutting hop-poles  ;  in all, 

£710  ;  that is, including bullock labor. Those were the lowest sums I was asked for from white men to do 
the work, and the aborigines did the whole of the work, except about £55 worth, which was done by white 
labour." That is Mr. Green's statement  ;  and Dr. Gibson, who visited the station, in the same annual 
report mentions, " In review of the whole I again congratulate your Board on the satisfactory state of 
the station." Then, in another report, he says, " I inspected the cottages and huts occupied by the blacks 
and found them clean and orderly, and many of them very comfortable. I also inspected the school-room 
and female dormitories attached  ;  they are clean and in good order, including beds and bedding. The boys' 
dormitories are also in the same good order. In review of the whole, the station, both as to health and 
management, is in a very satisfactory condition." Then Mr. Mackenzie, in the annual report, says, " The 

condition  of  the aborigines from the foundation of the colony was never as prosperous as at the present 
time" ?—What year was that ? 

4873. 1874. This is the last report which Mr. Green indited, and in the next annual report 
Mr. Macredie mentions the change made in the management of Coranderrk as beneficial. That is the only 
reference made to the removal of Mr. Green. Do you not think a matter like that should have special 
notice ?—No ; we do not notify the removal of any of our officers. 

4874. Do you not think when an officer is charged with grievous neglect of duty, and has to retire, 
that should be known to Parliament ?—I think it would be perfectly impossible for the public business of 
this country to be brought before Parliament in detail ; Parliament can only know results. 
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4875. Is it not keeping Parliament thoroughly in the dark about the whole thing if they know Edward M. Cart; 
ued nothing about the changes ?-Certainly not. It is no effort to do anything ; it is the usual course of cont'" ,  

things Keeping Parliament in the dark would argue some decided step with a decided view in it, but 8th Dec. 1881. 
 

those are little trifles that Parliament has no time to look to. The reports in your hand, I suppose, have 
never been read so attentively as by this Board. 

4876. Do you consider it is a distinct Government department ?-It is. 
4877. Should not Parliament be seised of all the larger details ?-No, because Parliament has said 

to the Board, " There is the money, and there are the blacks, there are the reserves, make the best of them." 
If we were to consult the Minister about everything that is done he would not attend to it. 

4878. How many members are present as a rule at the Board ?-They are marked down in our 
minutes. I should say, generally, about four on the average. I think only about six constitute the Board 
practically. There are, however, some other gentlemen on the Board who have not acted for years. 

4879. Supposing those three or four gentlemen hand themselves over to the inspector-I may say 
Mr. Ogilvie stated that the Board and the inspector were really one ?-It might perhaps have been said he 
was at one time. There is no foundation for such a saying now. Now all the business is determined on 
by the Board. 

4880. How long do you sit ?-Generally not less than two hours, from half-past two to half-past 
or half-past four. 

4881. If Mr. Jennings and Mr. Ogilvie stated that the meetings were seldom more than an hour, 
would that be correct ?-We are not perhaps looking at it from the same point of view. Some leave early, 
three, after the formal business is done. Mr. Jennings is one of them. Others stop later. 

4882. Mr. Ogilvie mentioned that there were generally three gentlemen, seldom less, never more, 
and the same three gentlemen ?--That is in times gone by. He knows nothing about what goes on now. 

4883. Can you give the names of the gentlemen who most faithfully attend ?-Mr. Jennings, Mr. 
Macredie, Mr. Le Souef, Mr. Shepherd, myself, and Mr. Anderson. 

4884. Does Mr. Shepherd attend the meetings ?-Not so much lately. 
4885. I understood he had not attended for a long time ?-I have seen him there not long ago, 

within the last week or ten days. Taking the five years throughout, he has been a regular attendant, 
though for the last six months he has been very seldom there. 

4886. Does the Board dispense with written reports from the inspector ?-They do not call upon 
him for a written report ; but as to dispensing with them, that would argue that it was an established 
custom, which has not been the case. 

4887. Up to the time of Captain Page they had been systematically sent in. Did you go round 
some of the stations with Mr. Ogilvie ?-Yes. There is a report, which he and I addressed to the Board, 
which speaks for itself. 

4888. What was the necessity for two of you to go ?-It is usual for bodies to like the advice of 
more than one person. They think they are more likely to get extended views of things ; that matters 
should be looked at from both sides of the question. 

4889. Mr. Ogilvie was the general superintendent at that time ?-I think he was. 
4890. And received a salary ?-Yes. 
4891. Did you receive £200 for that trip ?-I did not receive anything. 
4892. Is this correct : " Advanced to Mr. Curr, for travelling expenses, £150" 	Advanced to 

Mr. Curr, £60 5s. 9d." ?-I cannot remember the sums now. I have no doubt the minutest particle can 
be accounted for. There was nothing paid to Mr. Ogilvie or myself. The expenses of the trip were paid. 

4893. Do you think it was fair to burden the Board with that amount of money, when you paid the 
officer who was competent to visit ?-The buggy was the chief expense of the concern. 

4894. Whoever got the money-that money was spent ?-It was spent in defraying the expenses of 
the trip. I had no more right to go to the expense of making such a trip than you had. 

4895. Do you think it fair that the Board should have gone to the extra cost, when they had an 
officer for the purpose ?-Decidedly, I think so. 

4896. You mention, as the net result, that you came across fifty-four blacks ?-That was not the 
net result-there were other results besides that. 

4897. What is the necessity of having a paid officer-could not two members of the Board go and 
visit just as well ?-Yes ; but there was not another member of the Board at liberty. 

4898. Were you not competent to visit yourself ?-You have stopped short ; you have not taken 
the principal matter at all. We went to recommend to the Board a proper place to remove Corauderrk 
blacks, and perhaps other blacks, to. 

4899. Do you not think it would have been a wiser plan to have obtained first the sanction of the 
Government to the proposal to remove them ?--No ; it is usual to go with a proposal cut and dried. What 
would have been the use of our going and saying, " We want to remove the blacks ;" and then the 
Government saying, " Where will you remove them to ? " and our saying, " We cannot find any place." 
The usual plan is to have the matter ready, and say " We want to remove the blacks to such a place." 

4900. Do you think the persistent efforts to get them away might have excited the blacks, and made 
them discontented ?-There have been no persistent efforts. We have recommended it several times. Any to 
hear you would think the Board had some personal object to gain. I deny that they have anything of the sort. 

4901. Have the blacks not a particular objection to leaving ?-I dare say they may have been talked 
into such a thing. I am sure they have not themselves. You (Mrs. Bon) wrote a letter, the other day, 
that caused great dissatisfaction, at Coranderrk ; a very improper letter as I hear. 

4902. Read it ?-Mr. Strickland told me of it. I have not got it. 
4903. Do you think the continual remarks made to the blacks, by people interested, mentioning 

that they were going to be driven out from Coranderrk, would be the cause of them objecting to leave the 
place ?-Anyone representing in a provoking way that the blacks were to be compelled to leave would 
certainly stir up ill feeling on the subject. This has been systematically done. The Board and every 
member of it has most friendly feelings towards the blacks, and, on this account, thought it their duty to 
let the Government know how improper a place for an aboriginal reserve they thought Coranderrk to be. 
Some of you gentlemen seem to me to think the members of the Aboriginal Board find some advantage in 
the position, just the contrary is the fact. For myself I had no wish to be on the Board, and declined the.  
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Edward M. Curr, appointment, but Mr. Ramsay asked me. He said, " I know you are conversant with the subject." He urged 
8tr tiperi,88.,. me to do it, and I accepted the appointment. I have always spoken the truth and done my duty. I should 

be glad to be relieved to-morrow. I would have resigned long ago the position, had it not been I saw those 
unfortunate fellows were going to fall into the hands of people who would not treat them well. 

4904. Into whose hands were you afraid they would fall ?—Mr. Green's. 
4905. Are you aware of any immorality at Coranderrk ?—Not personally aware of any. 
4906. If the general evidence is to the contrary, are you prepared to believe they are very virtuous 

at Coranderrk ?—I do not believe they are virtuous. I know of no acts to my own knowledge. 
4907. In judgment and charity, without knowledge of facts, should not you conclude they are 

virtuous ?—I say it will require very strong evidence to make me believe that they are virtuous. 
4908. How does the Board proceed to appoint an inspector ?—It is open to them to make an 

appointment in any way they like. 
4909. What is the plan they adopt ?—I could not tell whether they advertise or not. I think on 

one occasion Mr. Ogilvie saw Captain Standish about it. 
4910. In the absence of competition, how are you to get the best man for the place ?—I would not 

be sure of them if you had competition. Perhaps the most bashful and the most competent and the most 
painstaking man would be the least likely to make himself felt. 

4911. Is it necessary that the superintendent should be an agriculturist ; is that one of the condi-
tions ?—No, not absolutely necessary, because we have a man there who is supposed to take that business 
off his hands—Harris. There are a number of things ; there is the religious business of the place ; there 
is the agricultural business ; there is the discipline. It is a mixed character that is required there ; it is 
not very easy to get all. 

4912. Do you approve of the management being divided between two or more persons ?—No, 
I do not. 

4913. Would you think the one person ought to be able to lecture to the blacks and superintend the 
agriculture ?—He might have a foreman ; I think the head man ought to have a general knowledge. 

4914. Is that the case now ?—I do not think Mr. Strickland has a general knowledge. 
4915. The management is divided now between Mr. Strickland and Mr. Harris ?—Mr. Strickland is 

supreme ; Harris looks after the hops and Mr. Strickland looks after the discipline and Mr. Harris. 
4916. Do you consider it advisable that Mr. Strickland should know thoroughly how to manage a 

farm ?—I would not say he should know thoroughly how to manage a farm—it would be very desirable ; 
and if he did there might be other matters in which he might have shortcomings. I think an all-round man is 
the best, especially a man who can and will enforce a proper discipline on the place, because the blacks can 
then be got to work ; but if the manager is not a disciplinarian, things will go wrong. 

4917. Mr. Strickland has no check on Harris if he knows nothing about agriculture ?—No, not in 
agriculture. 

4918. Who has a check on Harris ?—The General Superintendent. 
4919. Is he an agriculturist ?—I do not know whether he is or not. 
4920. Is there an agriculturist on the Board?—There is no great difficulty in learning the 

agriculture at Coranderrk. The Board thoroughly disagreed with the former manager Burgess. He 
tried to put it down our throats that you could plough between the lines of hops from north to south, 
but if you attempted to plough from east to west it would not answer. So we went down into the 
hop ground with Mr. Burgess. I said, " You seem to lose a great deal of time in having those hops hoed 
by hand-labor between the drills one way ; why do you not plough them both ways ?" He said, "It 
would not do." I said, " Why ?" He said, "I never saw it done." I said, "Let us go down, spade in 
hand, and see with our own eyes." He said that if you went from east to west you would cut the roots. 
I said, " Why do you not cut the roots from north to south ?" So we dug away with the spades, and 
I said, " Show me a single root that is cut," and he could not ; and the Board directed that the 'hops 
should be ploughed both ways, which was a large saving. I instance this to show that a very moderate practice, 
by anybody who has been accustomed to country life, will very soon master what agriculture the Board has. 

4921. Has that been done ever since ?—Ever since ; so far as I know. 
4922. Are the results as satisfactory ?—Quite. 
4923. Is it as satisfactory now as at the beginning ?—I believe so. I have never heard anything 

against it, except at the first, Burgess said something against it ; but, on the whole, the principle was 
acknowledged to be a success. 

4924. If Harris recommended any improvements, did the Board take notice of it 2—They only 
communicate with Harris through the Superintendent ; because, of course, he has the whole responsibility, 
and to do otherwise would have divided the thing at once. You would have overthrown Mr. Strickland's 
command. 

4925. Then Mr. Strickland was only the medium ?—No ; he could also direct Harris. 
4926. Have they any written advice about their duties—Captain Page, Mr. Strickland, or Mr. 

Harris—have they any distinct branches of duty assigned to them ?—I do not know that there is any formal 
division of the thing, but there is just as much as takes place on any station. 

4927. Mr. Harris said he could recommend anything agricultural to be done ?—Certainly, he could 
recommend it, and most probably Mr. Strickland would take his advice, because he knows nothing about 
agriculture. Harris would require the sanction of the Board in anything of moment. 

4928. Do you not think in managing a station of this kind, in order to secure discipline, the officers 
should have assigned special duty ?—I do not think so. In every private establishment of the same size 
there are none of those formalities of which you speak. It is all very well in large establishments—in them 
that sort of thing becomes necessary—but I would give you a twelvemonth to draw out precise instructions 
which would not be very objectionable to Coranderrk, or any sheep station of such a size. You could 
not do it. If somebody falls sick, the whole thing is thrown out. 

4929. Seeing this is a Government establishment, should not it be conducted on strict discipline 
principles ?—You might conduct it on such strict discipline principles that you would do nothing but raise 
reports and never grow an ounce of hops. 

4930. Have you any idea of what the cost of the blacks has been since the establishment of the 
Aboriginal Board, in 1861 or 1862 ?—I do not know ; I suppose about £8,000 a year. 
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4931. Are you aware that the last five years the cost has been £48,000 and the first five years 
Edward M. Curr, £31,000, and there were four times as many blacks in the first five years ?-I think you are quite mistaken. con d. 

4932. There were upwards of 2,000 or 3,000 twenty years ago ?-First of all : the first census 8th Dec. 1881. 

taken of the blacks in this colony was taken about five or six years ago, on a motion of mine at the 
Aboriginal Board. There was never a census taken prior to that. I know all about this subject. 

4933. The numbers were entered in those reports carefully from year to year. With a population 
four times what they are now they only cost £31,000 ?-I deny your proposition that they were ever four 
times what they are now twenty years ago. You are quite in error. 

4934. In 1861 we read there were 2,341 ?-Supposing you say 20,000, who can contradict you ? 
4935. They are the Board's own reports ?-They are taken from Mr. Hayter's figures ; there was no census. 

4936. In 1877 it was proved there were 1,068 when the Royal Commission sat ?-That is accurate. 
4937. The population at present is estimated at 550 in Victoria ?-Yes ; it is estimated that there 

are on our stations 500, and it is estimated that there are another 500. I believe that there are about 1,000 
blacks at present in Victoria. There are many on the Murray, whose country is on both sides of the river. 

4938. Did not Messrs. Hagenauer and Kramer go out lately to obtain information ?-Since I was out they did. 

4939. How many blacks did they come across on their travels ?-I do not know. 
4940. They say only 168 ?-Yes. 

4941. That would not bring it to 1,000 ?-No ; still I believe it is something like that. Wherever 
Ogilvie and I went we heard that lots of blacks had been there ; but, the shearing being over, they had gone to another place. 

4942. Then they are not supported out of the money voted by the Parliament of Victoria--those of 
nomadic habits ?-They are frequently at Swan Hill, where they do receive rations. When they are away 
of course they do not. I cannot tell you anything specific about the Swan Hill blacks. 

4943. You say you were about two years ago at Coranderrk ?-Something about that time. 
4944. How did the condition of Coranderrk-with reference to the state of the blacks, the rations, 

and their appearance and clothing-compare with what they were on your first visit ?-Everything was in 
good order. In comparison with when I first saw Coranderrk, there was a great improvement. 

4945. Were there more buildings ?-There were better buildings ; there was a better garden ; there 
was a larger hop ground ; and the whole place seemed to be in better order than when I first went there. 

4946. Did the general appearance of the place seem to be better ?-It did. 
4947. You meet in the old rooms at Temple Court ?-We used to meet at the Mining Office ; we 

meet at Temple Court now. 

4948. The Board has met there for some years ?-Five or six years, I think. 
4949. In 1878 a mention is made of rent and furniture ; how did you commence to pay rent ?-To 

the best of my belief the room we meet in belongs to the Acclimatisation Society, and they thought we 
ought to bear a proportion of the rent. 

4950. The rent and furniture is put down at £31 16s. 9d. ; in 1878-9, the rent £24 13s. ; in 
1879-80, £14 5s. How is it there is such a difference in the charge ?-I do not know. The chairman 
always signs the account and satisfies himself, as far as possible, that he is signing a correct account ; but 
the other members do not concern themselves about it. 

4951. Captain Page's real duty is chiefly as secretary ?-That is the principal duty. 
4952. And in 1877-8 there is an item for clerical assistance, £33 7s. 8d. ; if his duty is that of 

secretary, how does he get clerical assistance ?-I suppose the work was too much for him to do. I do not 
know. 

4953. Do you know who the clerk is who does the extra work ?-I believe young Mr. Le Souef. 
4954. In 1878-9, £12 10s. ; 1879-80, £25. The items appear so irregularly, I am putting this 

question because you do not require written reports of the Secretary's visits. He appears to have so little 
clerical work to do ?-He has an immense deal of clerical work to do. 

4955. You know the regulations respecting the stores ?-No, I do not. 
4956. The 10th regulation says, " In the third month of every year, or so soon after as practicable, 

the Board shall submit, for approval by the Governor, a statement showing in detail the quantities of the 
rations, clothes, medicines, live stock, and other things which they propose to distribute amongst or employ 
for the benefit of aboriginals for the ensuing twelve months, and an estimate of the amount to be expended 
in the purchase and carriage thereof, and of the amount to be expended in salaries and wages, and travelling 
and other expenses for the like period." Is that carried out ?-I suppose it is. As regards financial 
matters you appear to forget that our accounts are audited. 

4957. I think you make a mistake. Those would not come under the Audit Commissioners. You 
have merely to send a statement to the Government of what you require ?-That is done in every department. 

4958. Do you know that things do go up periodically, at stated times in the year. That is the 
spirit of the clause. Are you aware that the carrier states that he conveys goods to Coranderrk sometimes 
fortnightly or monthly ?-As I understand, the whole thing is that the Board send in a statement of those 
things they require, but they send provisions and other things when they are required. They send them 
when they get a good opportunity of sending them. They conduct the business in the same manner as if 
the place belonged to themselves. They look out too that the things are sent up in accordance with common 
sense-when the things are required-not at stated periods ; nor have I heard that the Government required 
anything else. If they had, the Board would have remonstrated with the Government. 

4959. This statement seems to show that the goods are sent up almost monthly, and sometimes by 
coach, which is very expensive. The 11th clause says, "Once in every year the Board shall submit to the 
Governor a statement for the past year, showing in detail the quantities of the several things distributed, 
and the quantity remaining on hand, and the amount of actual expenditure in salaries, wages, travelling anG 
other expenses for the like period." So you see the spirit of the two clauses is annual ?-It does not say 
that supplies shall be sent up annually, but an account rendered annually. 

4960. What was Mr. Ogilvie's salary ?-I think it was about £300 a year. 
4961. Do you know what Captain Page's salary is ?-I think it is £500 a year, but I am not certain. 
4962. Mr. Ogilvie did not do the books ?-I think he did a great deal of them, but not all. 

-al 
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Edward M. Curr, 	4963. From 1876 to 1877 the sum of £500 is put down as having been spent during the fifteen 
stria tsin. months. There are only twelve months included; do you know anything about it ?-No. 

4964. You know Coranderrk produces largely-hops and other things ?-It produces hops, but not 
much besides hops. 

4965. The last four years show that the six stations produced £7,314 12s. 60., Corauderrk's share 
being £4,752 15s. 5d. ; do you not think that a station producing such an amount of money is worth 
preserving ?-The object of Coranderrk is not growing hops. There is no doubt it is the most productive 
station of the lot, both of hops and discontent. 

4966. Who manages the commercial affairs there ?-The secretary, under the direction of the Board. 
4967. Is the produce put upon the market, or sold privately ?-The Board is satisfied that the steps 

proposed by the secretary are advisable steps. Whether they are put up to auction or what they do, I could 
not tell ; but we hear what is proposed, and, if satisfied, consent to it. 

4968. Does the price you receive for the hops compare favorably with the price received for hops 
elsewhere ?-We have received the highest price for hops in the colony. 

4969. As a rule, in fact, the Board places its trust in the secretary ?-As far as their lights go, they 
examine well into the proposals that are made by the secretary. It would be wrong to go away with the 
idea that he gives a perfunctory account of what he is doing, and the Board sign it and go away. 

4970. Have you confidence in the present secretary ?-Great confidence. 
4971. In visiting Coranderrk were you in the habit of conversing with the blacks ?-I did always 

converse with them. 
4972. Did they complain much ?-No ; some of them were old acquaintances of mine. I know 

something of the language, and I was likely to hear of anything ; knowing a little of those men's language, 
they are more inclined to become friendly. 

4973. Did you find them contented P-I did ; I considered them as contented a community as you 
would meet with anywhere. 

4974. Do you consider them fairly truthful ?-They are very weak that way. If they are let alone 
they are not a lying set in their natural state ; but if you put any strain on them and they see what you 
want, they will say it. For instance, when Leichardt was lost, blacks in all parts of the country said they 
knew where Leichardt died. 

4975. You think Mr. Ogilvie was correct in saying they are as truthful as the average Englishman 
or Scotchman ?-I think in their natural state they are more truthful. 

4976. Is it good management not to have the station fenced in P-I do not think it is. It is only 
fair to the Board to say we have constantly applied for a definite statement as to whether the blacks should 
be kept there or not. We have recommended their removal, and we have never had any definite reply to 
it. We have considered the advisability of not launching out into any expenditure until we knew what 
was to be done. 

4977. Even if the blacks were removed, would the station be more valuable on account of the 
fencing ?-No, I do not think so ; because, if the blacks were removed, the station would be cut up. It 
would be cut up ; it would not be sold in one block, so our fencing would go for nothing. There has 
always been that feeling. I cannot believe that this Board will recommend that they shall be kept there, 
where their degradation and misery is certainly secure. I think any one who knows the facts as I do will 
take the same view as the Aboriginal Board. 

4978. Do you think it is good policy to allow the cattle to run over the country ?-You cannot keep 
them from running about. 

4979. To dispense with the stock-rider ?-I do not think a stock-rider will do much good. The 
people of Healesville look upon it that they have a sort of right to it as a common. Our fences have been 
constantly cut down ; they believe that they can use it ; and this is one of the reasons why the people of 
Healesville would not like to see the blacks removed from there, because the station would be sold and this 
commonage would be lost to them ; therefore they have a personal interest in it. 

4980. Is not twenty years a long time to be kept in a state of suspense about fencing the land ?-- 
It is a long time. In the first visit I made there I think we remarked on the advisability of fencing it, but 
we were new members ; we did not know that the fencing would be cut down perpetually as it was put up. 

4981. Would it be chopped down with proper supervision ?-It is chopped down. 
4982. If it belonged to you or me it would not be ?-We should have our remedy at court. 
4983. Is it not the same with Coranderrk ?-Government things are not like private affairs 
4984. I suppose those statements of articles sent to Coranderrk are overhauled by the Board before 

they go up ?-The chairman has the responsibility of signing those things ; but as for thoroughly over-
hauling, it is an immense business to go through all those accounts. I will undertake to say, if you took a 
fortnight, you would not get to the bottom of them. 

4985. In the last three reports brandy and wine are in them which do not appear before P-I suppose 
they were recommended by the doctor ; but full information about that can be obtained at the office. 

4986. What do you think of it in a sanitary way P-I used to be more adverse to it than I am. 
I thought a great deal of the consumption that has been there came from local causes. Since then I have 
made enquiries on the subject, and I do not think it is so bad. 

4987. Consumption at Coranderrk is not worse than on any other station ?-I do not know that it 
is ; it exists everywhere. 

4988. Even among those who have never been at the station at all ?-Of late years. 
4989. As an old hand in the colony, do you not think the blacks require a great deal of meat ?-In 

their natural state many of the tribes have hardly any meat, and it was never their principal food, 
from what I have heard them say. Before the small-pox decimated them here, they had a very small 
proportion of animal food. After the small-pox went away, they had a great deal of animal food. 

4990. The small-pox broke out in Sydney ?-Yes. 
4991. Do they require a larger share of animal food if they have nothing else as a substitute in the 

shape of butter or cheese ?-I should think a pound or a pound and a half of butcher's meat, with plenty of 
potatoes, would be a good diet for them. 

4992. But in the absence of potatoes-they have not always them ?-I do not think they require 
excessive meat ; I do not think they consume more of it than white people do. It has not been found that 
a black man eats more meat than a white man when regularly fed. 
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4993. A white man is entitled to twelve pounds of meat a week ?-I never heard of that. 	 Edward M. Cum 
The shorthand writer read the evidence given by Harris at Coranderrk as to his interview with continues. 

, Mr. Curr and Captain Page at Temple Court.] 	
8t, 

 
4994. By Captain Page.-Is that a correct statement ?-Decidedly not. I said to Mr. Harris, 

angrily, that the Board expected different evidence from him, because they were perfectly well aware that 
he knew of a number of circumstances which gave quite a different cast to the matter about which he was 
talking which he never said anything about. As for the stamping of the foot and that, it is perfectly 
ridiculous. I never did anything of the sort. I spoke hotly to him ; anything more is a misrepresentation. 
'This paper I hold in my hand was taken down at the wish of the Board, if I remember rightly. I am 
under the impression that the Board asked me to see Mr. Harris with Captain Page. It appeared in the 
Argus, if I recollect right. We saw in the Argus that Harris had made certain answers to questions put 
to him by this Board. Captain Page pointed out to the Board that he had omitted to mention a number of 
things while giving evidence which affected the whole understanding of the case. It was proposed that 
Captain Page should put some questions to him, and that somebody should be present that there might be 
evidence. That was done. I volunteered to go there. Captain Page asked a number of questions, and 
Harris gave his answers, and I took them down. I read them to Harris, and said, "Is that correct, is that 
your meaning ?" He said " Yes" in every case. 

4995. By the Board.-Do you think it proper for Mr. Harris, or any one in charge of the Coranderrk 
station, to own land in the neighborhood, and have cattle, and breed ?-No; I think it is very objectionable. 

4996. Who allowed him to do this ?-I do not know ;  I never heard of it till within the last 
fortnight. 

4997. How long has he had it without the knowledge of the Board ?-I do not know. 
4998. Is not that very strange ?-No; we do not know all about the private affairs of our servants. 
4999. Ought not your inspector .  to have informed you of the fact ?-He may not have known of it. 

To the best .of my belief, I have been ignorant of it all the time ; but these things do not take as much 
hold of the mind as your own affairs. One has not time to go into every little thing. 

The witness withdrew. 

John Green sworn and examined. 
5000. You reside at Healesville ?-Yes. 
5001. How long have you been there in that neighborhood ?-Over twenty years. 
5002. You established the aboriginal station at Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
5003. How long ago ?-Nineteen years about. 
5004. How long were you managing Coranderrk ?-Twelve years. 
5005. How many acres are there for the use of the blacks ?-At first there were 2,500, or 

thereabouts, ultimately there were 2,000 or more additional. 
5006. When was the addition made ?-About 1868 or 1869. 
5007. Was it ever all fenced in ?-No. 
5008. Have you ever applied to the Government for means to fence it in ?-To the Central Board 

John Green, 
8th Dec. 1881. 

-Yes. 
5009. They never supplied you with sufficient money to do it ?-No. 
5010. Was it necessary to manage the station properly to have it fenced in ?-It became necessary 

because there were so many strange cattle. 
5011. It was not in the first instance ?-No, we had abundance of grass. 
5012. You had the whole of the east side of the Watts ?-Yes, in conjunction with Mr. Nicholson, 

he had the run ; but he never overstocked, we agreed never to overstock. 
5013. It was after the establishment of Healesville it became necessary to fence in the run ?-Yes. 
5014. Have you been visiting Coranderrk lately ?-No, only about four months ago ; they sent for 

me to see a dying woman. I went there to pray with her. 
5015. Did she die ?-Yes. 
5016. She had a but of her own ?-Yes. 
5017. She died on the place P-I understand so ; but I went to see her. 
5018. Is that the only visit you have made to Coranderrk within the last five years ?-No, I have 

gone occasionally to see sick people when they have sent for me. 
5019. Have you taken any notice of how it was carried on ?-.No. 
5020. You cannot speak of the present management ?-No, not as far as the management is 

concerned. 
5021. How do the blacks seem to be, compared with how they were seven or eight years ago ?-In 

what way ? 
5022. Their condition and appearance ?-They appear well enough, as far as I have seen. 
5023. As well fed ?-Yes. 
5024. Do they seem as well clothed now as they were then ?-Yes, as far as I have seen. 
5025. When you managed the station did you give them meat, or had they to buy it themselves ?-

We killed the meat on the station. We bought cattle outside when we required more than we had on the 
station. 

5026. Did you ever buy meat killed ?-Never bought meat killed, always killed it on the station. 
5027. Had you in any years sufficient cattle to keep the station going ?-Yes ; I think some years. 

The last year I was there I killed 48 head, so I presume I was pretty near. That would be the quantity 
we would consume. 

5028. Did they fatten sufficiently to be good meat ?-Yes, quite fat. 
5029. All the year round ?-Two or three months any winter they would not be very fat, but still fair. 
5030. Did you ever try sheep ?-No. 
5031. Are the houses now as good as they were seven or eight years ago ?-Outwardly they are 

superior, but for comfort I should say they are not so good, except the floors, because they are only lined 
about three or four feet. The house I was in was thoroughly draughty, the wind coming in through the 
boards above ; otherwise the buildings appear to be very good. 
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John Green, 	 5032. They are nearly all built with timber P-They seem to be new buildings since I was there. continued, I have not been in every one of the buildings. 8th Dec. 1881. 
5033. Does the general appearance of the place compare favorably with what it was in your time ? 

-I have not gone through the place, I could not pronounce an opinion upon that. 
5034. When you were there, how did you pay the blacks when they worked ?-Never gave them 

any money, except an order to any one to buy something from, and we never paid regular wages, unless 
I paid them for hop-picking ; that was the only regular stated price that they got. 

5035. What did you pay them for picking ?-One penny a bushel. 
5036. Were they contented with that ?-Perfectly. 
5037. Did you find them good workers ?-Yea. 
5038. You never had any reason to complain ?-No, never. 
5039. Did they do the fencing you had done on the station while you were there ?-Nearly all of it. 
5040. Did they provide poles for the hops and all that kind of thing ?-The first year I cut with the 

aboriginals 26,000 hop poles, the second year 16,000, also with the aboriginals. 
5041. Did you pay them anything extra ?-Nothing. 
5042. Did they seem content to work without pay ?-Perfectly content. 
5043. Had you always ample clothing to give them ?-They bought clothes ; I gave them orders 

upon hawkers, and they bought their clothes. I never got many Government clothes. 
5044. You allowed them to buy them, themselves ?-Yes, with the money which they earned upon 

the statiofi, and the money they earned besides. They would go away sheep shearing, and the money they 
always placed in my hands, and I kept it for them, and when they asked for it, I asked what they were 
going to do with it. If it was something I thought they should not do, I reasoned with them. One year, 
I remember, the shearers realized £114 in one season, about six or seven weeks I suppose they were away. 

5045. Did they make use of their earnings ?-Yes, when I got hold of it. 
5046. They handed it over to you ?-Yes, it was generally sent to me direct by those who employed 

them ; I made that stipulation. 
5047. Did you keep a separate account of the money they earned ?-Yes. 
5048. That was apart altogether from the Board's transactions ?-Yes, altogether. 
5049. Did they ever complain that they did not get justice ?-They would sometimes complain, but 

I would take the book there and sometimes spend a whole day explaining to them particulars. 
5050. They are a little suspicious ?-Yes, often. They complained sometimes that I was not giving 

them justice. 
5051. Did you find them truthful as a rule ?-Very. 
5052. And honest ?-And honest. I may tell you I was there for some eight or nine years before 

I had a lock on the store. I never missed a fig of tobacco out of the store until some strange aboriginals 
came from Gippsland ; I had some tea stolen out. I had a meeting. I said I was very sorry, but I would 
have to put a lock on the store. They pleaded with me not to put it on, and I left it for some time, but I 
missed some tobacco, and I put the lock on. 

5053. You consider them more honest than truthful ?-No ; I always found them very truthful. 
The only woman that I had a difficulty With-I do not think she is at the station now ; she is up at 
the Murray now-was a half-caste. She was given to lying and stealing. I brought her from the King 
Parrot Creek. 

5054. Which of the two, the real blacks or the half-castes, did you find best to manage ?-I never 
found any difference. That woman was brought up under different circumstances. 

5055. Which did you find the best workers ?-About the same ; no difference. There were some 
splendid workers, both blacks and half-castes. 

5056. Do you consider full blacks are as intelligent as the half-castes ?-Undoubtedly. 
5057. Mixing the blood does not improve the intelligence ?-No. 
5058. Do you think the real blacks are as able to cope with difficulties outside as the half-castes ?-

Yes ; except that, generally speaking, the half-caste may have a little more chance, because the outside 
people do not look with such a pitying face as upon a full black ; but, taking them as a whole, I think the 
full blacks would get on just as well. 

5059. You think a white would prefer dealing with a half-caste to a full black?-Yes ; it is the color. 
5060. Did you supply them with furniture ?-No. 
5061. Or bedroom conveniences ?-No ; not from the Government. 
5062. Did they buy their own blankets ?-No ; they got the blankets from the Government. 
5063. Did they sleep on the floor ?-No ; they had bedsteads. 
5064. Who bought them ?-They made them themselves. 
5065. Of wood ?-Yes. I may state I noticed, in looking over my papers the other day, in making 

application to the Board for authority to get bedsteads made ; the reply was that the staff of the station 
should be sufficient to make those articles. This would apply simply to the children sleeping in the house-
that application I made. 

5066. Did you produce sufficient vegetables on the station during the time you were there ?-Yes. 
Almost every year we sold a good few potatoes, besides the regular consumption, to the people about 
Healesville. 

5067. You had power to sell and buy ?-I sold and bought everything on the station. Never until 
the hops did the Board interfere with me in buying and selling. 

5068. You had full power ? -I had full power. It was when they interfered with my power that 
I resigned. 

5069. Why did you not fence in the ground if you had full power ?-I had no power over the 
money. If I sold a ton of potatoes, with that money I could buy anything I liked ; but they would not 
give me any money. I had to give an account to the Board of the money received. 

5070. When you commenced to sell the hops, could you use the hop money ?-No. I had applied 
for money before this time to fence-I think it was £250, but 'it might be only £200-and when the hops 
were sold I wrote to the Board, stating that I wanted to have this money as I had promised the aborigines 
that they should have good houses erected for them, and also to fence in the station with the money realized 
from the sale of the hops. 
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5071. What was their reply ?—No reply. At last the question was asked, could not I do it with the staff on the station. 

5072. They would not prevent you fencing if you could do it with the staff on the station ?—No. 	

th.t

nin .1881,

Gured.een, 

8th Dec 
 5073. Had you sufficient spare time ?—No ; I had been very busy putting in the hops. 

5074. Did you consider the hops more important than fencing in the station ?—Yes, until I had the 
hops established. Of course we never felt the want of the grass then. 

5075. How long before you left did you commence growing hops ?—About two years. 
5076. What did you do with the labor on the station the ten years previous : why did you not fence 

the ground in then ?—We cleared about 130 acres of ground and erected about five or six miles of fencing, 
and built all the huts. It was not of much consequence until about this time, because we had abundance of grass. 

5077. Do you often see the blacks now ?—Very often. 
5078. Do they go to you to complain that they are not contented ?—Sick people come to me almost 

daily for medicine and advice, sometimes as many as ten and twelve. 
5079. I suppose you are aware they are not satisfied with the present management ?—Yes. 5080. They tell you so ?—Yes. 
5081. Can you tell us whether they have as great reason as they say they have ?—Yes, the reason is good, because they are not satisfied. 
5082. There must be some reason. Are they properly treated ?—I cannot pronounce upon the treatment. 

5083. You can only speak upon what you hear ?—What I know and what I hear are two different 
things. They complain that when they make any complaint to the manager he ignores it, takes no heed 
of it. They also have complained to me that when they have complained to Captain Page when he has 
visited, he also ignored them, and would take no notice. 

5084. What was the nature of their complaints that no notice was taken of ?—For instance, the case 
of Phinnimore that was severely chastised. In that case they brought the boy to me on the Sunday morning 
after the case happened, they brought him to the policeman, the policeman was not home. When I came 
home from church three or four of them were there with the boy. They said Mr. Strickland had beaten 
the boy very severely and knocked him against a case and cut his head. I examined the boy's head, and 
saw it was covered with blood, and I think Alick Campbell made the boy take off the shirt and showed me 
the back. I did not ask him any questions. I saw he had been beaten on the back with something with 
a knot on the end of it. I said, " The best thing you can do is to write to Mr. Jennings." He was 
President of the Board then. I was told afterwards they did not write to Mr. Jennings. I heard from 
them that they told Captain Page of the matter and he would take no particular notice of it. They told me 
this. I am simply telling you what I was told. Ultimately they told me they were being threatened to be 
prosecuted for the matter, and I wrote myself to Mr. Jennings upon the subject, telling him I had seen the 
boy and I thought it would be very wrong to prosecute the men for taking the part of the boy who had 
been so severely chastised, but ultimately there were five or six of them brought to the Court some two 
months afterwards for interfering with this boy. That is the only thing I can speak about Mr. Strickland, 
the way be went on in court then was something astonishing in a man professing to be a clergyman. First 
Mr. Strickland was examined touching what he had done to the boy, and then the boy was examined, and 
the boy seemed to me to give his evidence in the most upright straightforward manner that could possibly 
be, and while he was so doing Mr. Strickland got up in a most excited manner several times and 
interrupted the boy. The boy stated he was knocked against a case by Mr. Strickland. Mr. Strickland got 
up and said, "Oh, boy, how dare you ; as sure as God is in heaven I never did any such thing " The boy 
was making exactly the same statement in court that he made to me two months before. Mr. Strickland 
stated in court he had taken his large eye-glass and examined the boy's head and could not see a single mark. 

5085. Could not the Bench have seen the mark ?—Mr. Armstrong examined the head, and he said 
he saw a mark, about an inch long. 

5086. Two months after ?—Two months after ; but the day after it happened Mr. Strickland said 
he could not see it with his eye-glass, I saw a mass of blood. Two or three of them were fined for 
insubordination on that occasion ; and I think myself it was harsh to deal so with men who were sympathizing 
with their own friends when they thought they were hardly dealt with. I do not say the boy was not 
chastised rightly, but they thought he was being hardly dealt with ; and even according to Mr. Strick-
lan'd's statement, when they came in and said they wanted to see the boy, he said, "If you can better 
the children, take them." I thought it a most astonishing thing on the part of the manager, and a clergy-
man, to prosecute them for doing a friendly part towards their own children. 

5087. When they came down to your house and showed you the boy they told you the boy had been 
knocked against the corner of a case 7—Yes. 

5088. Before this Board he told us he had been struck with a bridle-rein ?—Yes, he told me so too 
—that he struck him first and then gave him a shove against a case. 

5089. The men were fined ?—Two or three of them were fined. 
5090. Some were let off ?—Yes. I have seen them repeatedly brought there to the police court for 

mere frivolous things. 
5091. Have you seen any there since that case ?—No, I have not seen any since. I do not know 

if there have been any. 
5092. As far as your knowledge goes, that is the last case ?—I think so. 
5093. Did you ever have occasion to bring them before the court ?—Not for insubordination. 
5094. For anything ?—Once, I think. A man took away a horse—a black took away another's 

horse—and I sent a policeman after him. That was the only case, I think. 
5095. When they make general complaints that they are not satisfied with the management, have 

you any idea of their reasons for being dissatisfied ; do they complain that they do not get enough food ?-
They complain that they can never manage about the beef ; they buy it in some way or another ; I do not 
know the arrangement myself. They always wish to have it as they had it before. 

5096. Do you think if they got it in that way they would work as well as they are working now ?-
It depends upon who is working manager. 

CORANDERR8. 
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John Green, 
continued, 

8th Dec. 1881. 

5097. Harris was telling us he could only get sufficient labor on the station to manage the hop 
ground. Do you think they have sufficient spare time to fence now and again, as well as keep the hop 
ground in good order ?—I do not know how many men they have just now. If you ask me how many men 
could work the hop garden, I should say about ten aborigines, with a good leader, could do the whole 
work, with the exception of the picking season. 

5098. With reference to the picking season, are there enough blacks of all descriptions to be able 
to pick the hops ?—Yes, and a great deal more. 

5099. Had you to employ white labor ?—No. 
100. How many acres had you ?—Ten acres, but I picked more hops from those ten acres than 

they have done the last three or four years from twenty acres. 
5101. Who managed the picking. Were you there ?—Yes, every day—picked and measured. An 

aboriginal kept the tally. The girls alone picked about 1,500 bushels of hops. 
MO2. Are you aware of the number of working men on the station ?—I am not. 
5103. You do not know the number on the station at all ?—No, not just now. I never enquired. 
5104. Do you think from their appearance they get sufficient clothing ?—I have seen some of the 

children very deficient. I saw some in town most wretchedly clothed ; the girl I took to the Eye and Ear 
Hospital was most wretchedly clothed. 

5105. You think the men are better clothed than the women ?—They seem always well clothed. 
5106. With reference to that statement that appeared in the paper, will you give your own version 

of it now—why you left Coranderrk ?—I do not know if you are aware of it, but I never received a penny for 
being at Coranderrk. My engagement with the Government was purely Inspector of Aborigines, and I 
undertook that office with the understanding that I would be allowed to collect children that I found in my 
travellings and make a home for them. With great difficulty I got this liberty. I first applied and got 
the reserve where Mr. Mitchell's station is ; and then the Hoddle's Creek diggings broke out ; and, to 
make it more out of the way, I selected where we are now, and commenced operations there. Of course I 
was always liable to be called away three or four times a year on my tours of inspection. For the first four 
years I had to pay Harris out of my own salary to stop with Mrs. Green ; the Board would not allow me 
a penny for him to stop with her when I was away. 

5107. What was your salary ?—£300. 
5108. Any travelling expenses ?—No. 
5109. You had to pay your own expenses ?—Pay all my own expenses ; and I never had any more 

until a year or two prior to my leaving. I stated I would have to give it up ; I could not make ends meet, 
and I got 10s. a day when I was actually travelling. After employing Harris for four years, I got the 
Board to employ him. I had made application before, but they refused to do so. There was no use in 
continuing ; there had been so many trials and failures in getting the aborigines settled down that the Board 
did not feel themselves justified in spending more money on Coranderrk ; but ultimately I got Harris, I 
think in 1866. The first seed potatoes I bought myself, the first plough I bought from Mr. Armstrong at 
the Yarra Flats out of my own money. The first year I paid a considerable sum of money for meat for the 
aborigines. We went on improving, and ultimately the Board did assist in building those houses, and then 
gave us a teacher, but I could not get them to give a single boot to an aboriginal. I have a letter, which 
I can produce if necessary, to state that the aborigines could surely make boots for themselves. For years 
I did not get a single boot from the Board ; I got them made by the shoemakers out of money made from 
the crops. I went on clearing the ground until we had about 130 acres cleared; and I put in green crops. 
I tried wheat, but I must say that was always a failure. Ultimately we grew a large quantity of oats ; I 
sold them up the track, and got a very good price for them. During one of my tours of inspection I 
discovered the hop culture over in Gippsland, and the blacks picking them. I saw it was a thing capitally 
adapted for aborigines. Just at that time Mr. Search from the Australasian was sent up. I had been 
talking to Mr. Smyth upon the propriety of getting those things established. Mr. Search was sent up, and 
he proposed growing flax. I told him I had been thinking of hops. He said, "That is the very thing." 
Hops were put in, and Mr. Burgess was sent up there ; and Mr. Search was sent up frequently ; and from 
that day I was ignored altogether ; I was simply a tool. I would get a letter telling me to place myself in 
communication with Mr. Search, to get instructions from him as to sowing grass and other things, and see 
that Mr. Burgess had ten or twelve men ; and that it had been reported to the office that such and such 
stumps had not been taken up. The letters I had were legion, and while all these were accumulating I had 
a letter—" Will Mr. Green be kind enough to inform me when he will be able to send in his report of his 
annual tour of inspection. The Report is kept back for his report, and, if it is not in in such a time, the 
Report will be printed without it, and a statement put in that he failed to fulfil his tour of inspection." I 
have all those letters to corroborate me. Mr. Search came up just exactly after I had done hop-picking, 
and we picked 11,000 bushels that year ; we had close upon eight tons of hops. He came up just after. 

5110. Was that in 1874 ?—Yes, I think so 
5111. That was off ten acres ?—Yes. 
5112. And they were picked by aborigines alone ?—Yes ; he came up and went through all the 

place. He went to the potatoes ; there had been a good deal of thunder and rain during the picking, and 
he reported to the Board that the potato crop was shamefully weedy, and pigs neglected. I was not there 
when he was there. I cannot remember all the report, but it was sent to me, and I replied to it. I heard 
no more about it until a day or two before this Board came up that you have asked me about. I never got 
any notice that they were coming up to inquire into anything. I got a letter a day or two before, requesting 
me to muster the cattle ; that was an impossibility in the month of April. I mustered as many as I could 
with my own horse—they never gave me a Government horse—and the Board came up, Mr. Macredie, Mr. 
Jennings, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Smyth, those were the members that were present. I met 
them, and there seemed to be no unpleasantness in any matter until we were walking up the street, I in 
company with Messrs. Jennings, Macredie, and Mackenzie, and Mr. Smyth behind with Harris. Mr. 
Smyth came running up after us, and said—" Gentlemen, you heard that there was fever on the station 
some time ago, it is no marvel," in an excited way, " Mr. Harris has just informed me that they are using 
that workshop and the buggy-shed of Mr. Green's for a closet." I said—" That is the first time I have 
heard of it." He said—" I have ordered Harris to take it down." Mr. Macredie said—" No, the least we 
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do before we take down Mr. Green's buggy-shed is to put up a new one for him." That was all that passed then. 	 John Green, 

5113. The report was there were no vegetables, that the house was in bad condition, and other 
conttnued, 

things ?—About the stable, that was really, as they said, bad, and I will tell you the reason. I had the 
8th Dec. test, 

horse, prior to this, under the cooling room—the hop cooling room—and, during my absence, Mr. Burgess 
would not have it there, and made the blacks put it in this old dilapidated stable. It was an old stable I 
erected some years before for Mr. Smyth's horse when he was going to pay us a visit. When I came home 
and found the horse was there I was very much displeased, but, rather than have any disturbance about it, 
I gave orders to Harris to build a new stable, and I stated there and then that I had done so. Mr. Smyth 
stated that Harris and Burgess had no business to put a single shingle upon the place that belonged to 
Mr. Green. I said nothing ; I was in bad health at the time. He states that the water was open ; it was 
nothing of the kind ; I had it well covered. There was not a house over it. I was never requested to put a house over it, but I had it covered with slabs nicely dressed so that the water would run away. The 
race was not fenced in, that is true ; I was never instructed to do it ; that would be three or four miles of 
fencing to fence it on each side. Then as to the number of water-closets, there was a complaint about 
that. In my own house Mr. Smyth said something about the closets, and asked how many there were. I 
said they had all closets except one ; that in itself was not the exact truth in the sense in which they 
understood me to state they had all closets—they had all closets for use ; every two huts had a closet 
between them. The doctor had asked me to get them erected some years before and that was done, except 
in one case where they refused to go to the closet at all, and I think it would have been well for. Coranderrk 
if there had never been a closet at all, for you might go round Coranderrk before there was a closet at all, 
and I defy man or woman to know anything had been deposited there, for the reason that they are afraid 
some one will get hold of it and destroy them with it. 

5114. That is all superstition ?—Yes, it makes them bury it ; and some of the old people will not 
go into the closet even now. 

5115. Is it a matter of cleanliness P—I have no doubt it was cleanliness originally, but it is 
superstition now : they are afraid of another getting hold of it and doing them harm with it. I am 
convinced that, if there had never been a closet in Coranderrk, it would have been better. I believe that, 
since those closets were established, the mortality has increased a great deal ; and I believe it has been the 
means of spreading disease more among them. I stated there was a closet for all the different people 
except one hut. I had simply this but in my mind that refused to have one. He was chief of the Yarra 
tribe, old Simon ; he is dead now. I stated there were closets for all except this hut. It appears, from 
those minutes, that they went round and counted. I never saw the minutes until I saw them in the papers, 
and I was fourteen months in the service after that. It was rather cutting for me never to be called upon to 
explain them. They had gone round and counted the closets and found five without, which was quite 
correct—that is they found fewer closets than houses ; but I hold my statement was correct, that they have 
closets for the houses. 

5116. At a convenient distance ?—They have gardens, and the closets were between the two houses 
in the gardens. 

5117. With reference to the vegetables ?—In the kitchen garden it states there were a few, but it 
would not suffice one person. I can tell you that there were exactly 1,200 cabbages then in the kitchen 
garden, and 100 cauliflowers and some beds of onions. I had it in my account. I kept the moneys paid 
and received. All the 1,200 plants I purchased and planted there. They were in the garden, and it is 
made out that there would not be more than would do for one individual. The cabbages grew to about nine 
pounds each. 

5118. That statement is not correct ?—Not correct. I say there were 1,200 cabbages in that spot, 
and each aboriginal had a little garden of his own. I sent down a return, which is no doubt in the office, 
with the exact quantity that each aboriginal had in his garden of vegetables. It was one of the special 
works I was called upon to do. The Board met in a room in my house. I should have told you I built 
that myself ; they would not build a house for me. In that house the Board met, and Mr. Smyth asked 
me if I had applied for money to erect the fence. I said I had. I do not know, but probably I was a little hot. 
He got in a great passion, and said, " Sir, if you answer me that way I will order you out of the house." 
I said, "Mr. Smyth, if I have said anything wrong I will be glad to apologize." I said, " I only said 
'Yes.'" "But it is the tone of your speech, sir," he went on, until Mr. Macredie insisted on his 
conducting himself right. He got up and said he would never sit on the Board any more, when he had 
been found fault with. The Board said Mr. Green does not mean any offence. I said, " No ; I do not 
mean any offence ; I might be a little hot." I was really very sick at the time. I had been very ill with 
low fever, and had come back from a long tour round the Wimmera district, and had all those letters 
waiting for me ; and answering them, and one thing and another, had upset me. I kept my temper, and 
stood up and said, " Well, gentlemen, it appears to me that really I cannot give you satisfaction here, as I 
have really been trying all I can to do everything right. I must confess that there is much just now 
undone that I would have liked to have done, but I have been away so much, and striving to get the hop 
garden in good order, I have had to neglect things I would have otherwise done ; and, seeing there is an 
inclination in some of the members of the Board to think I have not been doing right, I wish you would 
relieve me of Coranderrk, and put somebody else here ; I will do everything to help them." About a week 
or so afterwards, I had a letter sent up, stating that what I had said would be considered a resignation. I 
wrote back, stating I did not want to resign exactly, but I wanted to be relieved for the time of Coranderrk. 

5119. And retain the inspectorship ?—Yes. They would not allow me to withdraw my resignation, 
but I went on as inspector for fourteen months afterwards. I vacated Coranderrk and went on for fourteen 
months afterwards. I was not dismissed then. 

5120. Whom did they appoint after you P—I recommended myself the schoolmaster, Mr. Stahle ; he 
was also dismissed afterwards. He was a very good man ; the blacks liked him very well. He is now 
managing the station at Lake Condah. If he had been left there, Coranderrk would have been in good 
working order. I went there in hop-picking time and helped him ; I was then inspector. He was 
dismissed the same as I was. 

5121. What led to your giving up the inspectorship P—I was sent away up to the Murray to form 
a station there after I left Coranderrk ; and when I went there I found the place that had been reserved 
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John Green, one sheet of water, probably ten or fifteen feet depth of water. Of course I had to write back, and it took 
cr'n'nued,  a fortnight to get a reply. I wrote down stating the state of affairs there, and showing that it was impos- Sth Dec. 18b1, 

Bible to form a station where the reserve was, and also stating that there were only so many aborigines 
there, and the whole of the young ones were willing to come to Coranderrk with me there and then, and 
I thought it would be very injudicious to form a station there, seeing Coranderrk was in existence. In the 
meantime, waiting the reply of the Board, I went all round to see if I could find a suitable place for a 
station. The next letter I got was that the Board did not any further require my services as inspector ; 
but, owing to my long connection with the Board they would wish me to go for three mouths and take 
charge of the Wimmera station, where Mr. Spieseke was. In the meantime I had got a letter. stating that 
Mr. Ogilvie had stated that it was the whole object to get the blacks removed from Corauderrk, and to the 
station at the Murray with me there, or to Lake Condah. 

5122. By Captain Page.—You did not hear him say that ?—No, I got a letter from a party that 
said they heard him say so. When I heard it was the object of the Board to move the aboriginals from 
Coranderrk, I declined to go ; so I was dismissed because I would be no party to moving the aboriginals 
from Coranderrk. 

5123. By the Board.—You were to be used as a sort of decoy P-1 understood so. I knew after-
wards it was a fact. 

5124. Was that the piece of land Mr. Curr referred to to-day ?—I believe he went up the Murray. 
I think that site was very well adapted, as far as the Murray aborigines were concerned. 

5125. Where was that. Was it on the Murray P—No, not exactly on the Murray ; it was near the 
Murray, near Kulkyne. I also found another place lower down the Murray, nearer Mildura—a very 
suitable place. 

5126. Any township there ?—Yes, over the river. They can go over to the New South Wales 
side and laugh at us, and get as much drink as they like. I have known them go and get a whole case of gin 
over the river. 

5127. That led you to retire from the whole thing ?—Yes. I may state that on one occasion Mr. 
Smyth came to Coranderrk, and told me that there were influences being brought to bear upon the Board 
and the Government to have the aborigines removed from Coranderrk—that would be in 1868 or there-
abouts—and he believed that they would be well inclined to give way, and he thought also Mr. Grant 
(who was then in office) was also inclined to give way ; but, he said, "If we give up the station we will 
be handsomely paid for our improvements ; you will get a handsome price for your house here ; and we 
will get a good price for all our improvements, and will be able to establish good buildings for the abori-
gines ; it is thought to send them to Western Port." That was the idea then—somewhere near the Big 
Swamp. He said, " Of course we know we cannot move them without you. You know.  you can easily 
move them." I stood and listened to him I said, "Mr. Smyth, I know that I could move the aborigines 
if I could assure them it was for their good to do so, because I could speak to them as men and brothers, 
and I know they would go, but I will not try—decidedly not." There was no more said upon that. When 
I returned from Gippsland upon another occasion, just before we picked this fine picking of hops, I was 
in Mr. Smyth's office there. He said, "Mr. Green, a gentleman has just been here, and has offered to rent 
Coranderrk from us, keep you and the blacks, and bid you do nothing if we give him Coranderrk." I said, 
"I could do that, too, if you gave me Coranderrk ; I do not want any such thing ; Coranderrk will be 
self-supporting." He said, " Why has it not been self-supporting ?" I said, " I do not want to employ 
any one but the blacks to make it self-supporting, because I do not want to have it contaminated by the 
low white people we would have about." He got in a great passion, and said he did.not care whether it 
was black, white, or blue labor—I ought to have it self-supporting, if it could be self-supporting. I may 
state that since then Mr. Smyth has expressed himself sorry for all that happened. I saw him before he 
went to India, and he expressed himself sorry that anything had happened. I saw him the day after this 
deputation of aborigines was down, and he said, " I congratulate you on the prospect of going back to 
Coranderrk ; it has only been a mess since you left." I said, "I am not going back." I tell you this to 
show that he seems sorry for what has transpired since. I have not the least doubt that Corauderrk can 
be made really and truly, within a couple of years or three years, thoroughly self-supporting, not only for 
the few aborigines that are there, but I believe it could be made to support all the aborigines that are 
wandering about everywhere. 

5128. To do that it would require to be fenced in ?—There is one point I want to state. I was 
charged with having my cattle running on the run. I admitted to the Board that it was the case—they 
were straying there, but I paid to Mr. McLuskey £15 for liberty to run my cattle on his run. I only had 
about thirty cattle, all told ; and, when Mr. McLuskey sold to Mr. Mitchell, he let the half of the run to 
me and another gentleman, and I paid Mr. Mitchell for the half of his run, that is the half joining 
Coranderrk, as I stated in the letter I wrote to the Argus. There is no doubt the runs run one into the 
other, and moreover I had seventy-nine acres of selected land outside, and belonging to myself, unfenced 
too. The horses were there too, but they had to do all the work on the station—my own horses. Of 
course they had no business there—they were trespassing, but I did not do it to make gain, for I paid this 
gentleman for several years to run my stock there. 

5129. Did you make much butter and cheese during the time you were at Coranderrk ?—Some 
years we made as much as half a ton of cheese. 

5130. Were you able to sell any of it ?—Yes, and a large quantity of butter. 
5131. " Why the reserve had not been fenced. He said that four or five miles bad been done. He 

said he applied for authority to fence the area in August 1872. Had not applied since until four months 
ago" ?—That is quite correct. 

5132. "Grazing horses and cattle, his private property, on the land reserved for the aborigines. 
Mr. Green was first questioned respecting the cattle. Said that he paid £15 to Mr. Mitchell for grazing 
his cattle on Mitchell's run, and that they strayed on to the reserve. Subsequently, when questioned 
respecting his grazing horses, his private property, on the reserve, he stated that he paid Mitchell £15 for 
.a portion of his run. One of the members drew Mr. Green's attention to the discrepancy in his statement, 
and asked for an explanation. Mr. Green could not give an explanation. He admitted that cattle and 
horses, his private property, did graze on the reserve" P—The explanation is plain. It was not to 
Mr. Mitchell I paid the £15, it was to Mr. McLuskey. They have inserted there Mitchell's name instead 
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of McLuskey. Mitchell gave me half of his run, that was substantially what I stated. I had not half the 
run from McLuskey, but the privilege of running my cattle over the whole run for the £15. Then, when 
Mitchell came, instead of the whole run I had half the run altogether—I and another party. We paid £30. 
I paid £15, and the other party £15. 

5133. "Pigs. The sadly emaciated condition of the pigs was mentioned. Mr. Green stated that 
they were fed on offal only. There was no milk for them " ?—There was no milk. They were not 
emaciated, they were poor—that is they were store pigs. They were receiving offal and potatoes. They 
were not in the condition I should have liked them to be in. I had only just come home, and the boys did 
really neglect them when I was away. They were not in the condition they should have been—that is 
correct enough. 

5134. The next is the dairy :—" Dairy.—Mr. Green admitted that the dairy operations had been 
discontinued. Had never reported the matter to the board. Once there were about 60 cows in milk ; 
now there are five. Once made butter and cheese ; none made now. Thinks the bulls are not good"?— 
I began the dairy without asking the Board about it. It was the winter and the cows had not come into 
use—we never dairied in the winter time—we dairied in the summer time. I never explained to the 
Board about those things. I began the dairy on my own account, and when the winter time came the cows 
were all turned out except a few to keep ns in milk. 

5135. " Garden and Orchard.—Admits neglect. Says there is abundance of potatoes—nothing 
else. Says he applied for seeds, got them and sowed them. Said he always had sufficient vegetables for 
the whole place.' Has a farm of his own adjoining the reserve. Only visits it on Saturday afternoon" ?— 
les, quite true, I have already explained that. There were then 1,200 plants—very likely there were not 
many cabbages in the garden except those young ones, but there was a previous return sent in to the Board 
with the full amount of vegetables a month or two before. I know there was always plenty of vegetables 
—there might have been a month or two in the winter time perhaps when they were without. Each 
black had the privilege of going to the potato house with his bucket or bag and taking what he liked. 
There was a great supply of potatoes that year. I think I sold some potatoes just before the inquiry. 

5136. "Aqueduct and Tank.—Attention drawn to the aqueduct which is not fenced and to the tank 
which is not fenced or properly covered. Can give no explanation" ?—I was never instructed to fence nor 
ever thought it was necessary. It is not fenced to the present day. It would have taken about three miles 
of fencing to do the aqueduct. 

5137. And it is not fenced in at present ?—No. I do not see myself the necessity of fencing it. 
I was never instructed to fence it. As to the covering, I have already stated there was a covering of slabs 
—there was no house. 

5138. " The Saw-mill.—It was alleged that all the work the saw-mill had done was seen in the few 
feet of wood used in the construction of a new cottage. Mr. Green said more had been cut. Blacks had 
gone with a file and filed away the teeth of the saw—made them round" ?—Yes, the saw-mill was not the 
success it should have been, but there was a large quantity of timber cut in it for the cooling house and 
other things. The price paid for the mill was only £38, so we could not have much of a mill, but I got it 
to cut slabs for the station and the carpenter we had there turned out 700 feet in a day, so it did more than 
a couple of men could do. 

5139. "Mr. Green denied that he ever gives the blacks tobacco to induce them to work "?—I deny 
that to this moment, I never needed it. I often, when going to work with the aborigines, carried tobacco in 
my pocket, and when I found them getting tired I would say, "Come let us have a little smoke and chat," 
and I would take a fig out of my pocket and say, "Fill that hungry pipe of yours and let us have a smoke 
and chat," and as soon as they had a smoke I would say, " Well, we must be at it again." I never gave 
them tobacco to make them work. I gave them the tobacco when they had worked. I think the returns 
of the Board will show how much tobacco I used on the station. I found there was as much tobacco used 
during the next two years as I used in the previous seven years. 

5140. I see that, in 1872, you sold 20 lbs. of tobacco ?—Yes, tobacco grown on the station. I tried 
tobacco before the hops, but when I found the hops growing in Gippsland I abandoned the tobacco. 

5141. You also sold butter and cheese to the value of £120 ?—Yes. 
5142. Potatoes £90 ?—Yes. 
5143. By Captain Page.—Were you growing hops at this time ?—No, we had not commenced then. 

I think we had commenced hops when we sold the butter, but we had not the hops in full swing. 
5144. By the Board.—You were preparing land for hops that same year ?—Yes. 
5145. You sold £80 worth of baskets that year ?—Yes ; there was a firm in town that sold them 

for us, Mr. Reid, and old Mr. Hart. I used to sell as much as £10 worth at a time. 
5146. Straw and hay £20, oats £25 ?—Yes. 
5147. Fruit £20 P—That would not be sold, that would be made into jam. 
5148. The total would be £662 ?—That would be the value of the produce raised, the exact cash 

received would be given in the same return. 
5149. "Mr. Green denies that the workshop is used as a privy. Said that each house (except one) 

was provided with a privy " ?—I explained that before. 
5150. "Mr. Green says he is away five or six months in the year travelling' "?—Frequently. 
5151. " Mr. Green admitted that no sufficient fence was placed around the cemetery for aborigines 

at Coranderrk." Is it fenced in now ?—I believe so. Each grave was fenced in then. Each black fenced 
in his own grave ; but there was no fence round the cemetery. 

5152. Thomas Harris stated :—There is no paddock in which to wean the calves. Some calves run 
with their mothers for two years, some twelve months. There are too many bulls, and the grass is eaten 
by other stock. I have seen Mr. Green's cattle on the run. Green has four grey horses, a buggy horse, a 
pony, and two unbroken horses on the run. The pigs are not fed. They could be fed with the small 
potatoes which are now allowed to rot. Says he told Green this. There were scarcely any vegetables last 
year. Harris denies the statement "that there was abundance for all on the station last year." The statement 
is untrue. The orchard is in a bad state, because nothing is done to it. One of the trees, he says, in his 
own garden, put in at the same time, is as big as four in the neglected orchard. The blacks would work 
for persons who would give them stores. Mr. Green takes figs of tobacco in his pocket, and gives them 
to the blacks when working. The workshop is used as a privy. He has seen ordure there. It is not 
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merely a urinal. The young children use it as a privy. Each house has not a privy. The following have 
not privies :—Tommy the Farmer, Aleck, Edgar, John Briggs, Jemmy Barker, King Billy, Lanky John 
Derrick ; and the single women, who live in one house, are without a privy. The latter have no privies, 
they go where they can. The cattle have not been mustered for fifteen months. Harris says he gets on 
well with the blacks when Mr. Green is away. They work well for him. There is not a sufficient supply 
of meat for the blacks. Mr. Burgess called in. Mr. Burgess drew attention to several matters required for 
the hop plantation, of which the secretary took a note. Mr. Green, re-called, says that he meant in the 
street. He reiterated the statement that all the houses in the street except one had privies. Street 
examined, and it was found that there were no privies at the following houses :—Briggs, Arnott, Punch,. 
Simon, Aleck. Could give no satisfactory explanation respecting the want of proper conveniences for the 
single women. Says the cattle were mustered in April of this year. All the blacks helped—well, three 
or four helped. 470 were mustered. There are more, they were not all mustered. In conclusion stated 
that his health was failing, and that he would be glad to relinquish the management of the station." 
These are signed by Mr. Macredie ?—I think I have noticed about the workshop. I have stated the true 
facts of the case concerning that, that it was not as stated there. I sent the paper to Harris when I saw 
the minutes, and requested him to write to me his view of those minutes just now, and he did so. He 
wrote to me stating that beyond all doubt the cattle were mustered, and that what he meant when he stated 
that the workshop was used as a privy was that it was simply used as a urinal. That is his statement now 
Of course my attention was not even drawn to that, or I would have put a stop to it. 

5153. You never saw those minutes ?—I never knew they were in existence before. 
5154. You did not know the nature of Harris's evidence on that occasion ?—The Board questioned 

me on those statements, but I never knew what Harris had said. The Board questioned me upon them, 
but not in the presence Harris for me to cross-examine him. Even the minutes that are printed do not 
give the full statement contained there. I think in fairness Harris should be called before this Board to 
state what his view of it is. 

5155. To state whether this is a true report of what took place at that time ?--Exactly. I thought 
it very injudicious of the Board to put it in. I was asked to go back to take the management altogether, 
even after I had been away for several months. I got a letter to go back, and was engaged to go back, 
until Mr. Ogilvie came down from the station. I consented to go back upon the understanding that I 
would be left to manage without being interfered with. The Inspector might come to the station, I stated, 
and make any suggestion through the Board to me that he liked, but that I would not go back if the In-
spector could come up and tell me, or any of the blacks, to do anything. I was willing to do anything 
through the Board. I was engaged through the Board, and Mr. Jennings asked me to stop for the 
following day, and, in the meantime, Mr. Ogilvie came down, and he had been questioned about the matter, 
and he objected to my being as free as that. I was called to the Board, and asked if I would have any 
objections to have it altered, that Mr. Ogilvie might suggest to me when he came that such and such should 
be done. I said certainly I objected to it. I would not object to his suggesting through the Board, but I 
would not go back upon that condition, and the thing fell through. I could not go back, because I saw 
I could not manage in that way, and I would not undertake it. 

5156. Do you remember the amount of hops you produced in 1874 ?—Over 15,000 lbs. 
5157. Eight tons ?—Not quite, but very nearly. 
5158. With only the blacks working?—Only the blacks working. 
5159. Do you remember what those hops realised in 1874 ?—About £1,100. 
5160. Do you know what the expense was ?—Just about £92 for picking, and I might say I had to 

write to the Board several times for the money. That was the first wages that ever I paid to the aborigines, 
and I never got them paid till the month of June. Although we had all that money I had to write 
repeatedly to get that money. 

5161. What religious instruction did the blacks receive during your management ; had you a clergy-
man ?—Yes, several who visited and performed marriages. 

5162. And dispensed the communion ?—Yes. 
5163. You had communicants ?—Yes, there were some 26 or 27 adults baptised, without children. 
5164. Have you read the reports written by Dr. Gibson during the time you were censured by the 

Board ?—Yes. 

5165. Are you aware they are all favorable to you and your management of the place ?—Yes, and 
Mr. Smyth visited the place just before and reported everything in a satisfactory condition ; in the 
beginning of 1873 you will find it, I think. The exact quantity of hops was 11,861 bushels. 

5166. Am I to understand that you had not only the management of Coranderrk, but the inspection 
of six stations, at £300 a year ?—Yes, decidedly. 

5167. And had to pay your own expenses ?—Yes, all expenses. I may also state that I asked for 
something for Mrs. Green, and they would never give her a penny. 

5168. She received no salary as matron ?—Never a penny, and she had often the whole corres-
pondence to carry on. Mr. Smyth would write asking why this and that was not done, and she never got 
a penny. I see by the evidence that some of the witnesses examined state that the women conducted 
themselves under previous management in an immoral way. I am astonished to hear that ; I never heard 
any complaints from any quarter. I only know of one single case of immorality during all my time—that 
is, outside immorality. 

5169. Did the Board never take steps to find out the paternity of those children, and make them 
support them ?—There was one case occurred there during my time. There was a teacher sent there, and 
on my return from one of my tours the aborigines called my attention to his immoral conduct, and I ascer-
tained that it was a fact. I called the girl, and the girl told me that he had promised to marry her. I at 
once brought it before the Board, and the Board came ‘up and investigated the case, and found it to be the 
fact, and the teacher was dismissed. A child was born, and I wanted to take steps to have this young man 
taken to task about it, but there was no movement in the matter. The child was dead born, but I wanted 
to bring the young man to task about it. That is the only case during the whole of my time of any immoral 
conduct that I know of. 

5170. By Captain Page.— When was that ?—I think about 1868. I do not remember the exact 
year. 

4 



1 

135 

5171. By the Board.-Would this be correct, that Dr. Gibson states, that the aborigines are orderly, 
cheerful, and contented, the whole reflecting much credit on the management-that is 1874 ?-Decidedly. 

5172. By Captain Page.--How did the men work for you ?-As a whole, very well. 
5173. Were they obedient ?-Very. 

5174. You had no trouble in getting them to do what you wanted ?-As a rule. Sometimes they 
were a little lazy. 

5175. How did you manage when they disobeyed ?-Reasoned with them, shamed them out of it. 
5176. You would not call in the police ?-No, never. I shamed them out of it. 
5177. There is a letter here in which you say, " Sir, I have to inform you that nearly all the men 

and big boys left the station last evening, without my leave, and went to the Yarra Flats to play cricket there, 
with the cricket club of that place. This is the second time they have done so. I received a letter from Mr. 
Batt, of the Yarra Flats, on the 3rd inst., and also one from Mr. Cummings ; both letters I enclose. I 
sent a letter to each of them, stating that I could not give my consent, but that I would allow the aborigines 
to play them here. They took no notice of these letters, but sent up some of the aborigines camped there 
to tell those here to come and play, and several of them went. On Monday last, I saw by the local paper 
that they were going to play another match, and sent another letter to Cummings, who signs himself 
secretary to the club, informing him that I could not consent to let the aborigines go, and also that he was 
laying himself open to be fined £20 for inducing the aborigines to leave the station. Of this no notice was 
'taken, but Harry Briggs was sent up to ask them to go, and they nearly all went, as above stated. If the 
Board will allow me I will summons Cummings, and any other one of the club who has been guilty of 
inducing the aborigines to leave the station" ?-Quite correct ; and I wanted to summon the parties who 
got them away. 

5178. "Mounted Constable Armstrong, 2342, most respectfully applies to the superintendent for 
instructions as to bow to act with the aboriginals stationed at the black camp, two miles from Healesville 
(Coranderrk). The superintendent, Mr. Green, came to the constable on Saturday last, to get him to try 
and put a stop to a cricket match between the Yarra Flat club and the aboriginals. The constable did not 
in any way interfere, as the superintendent said he would summon the captain of the club. To-day, about 
fifteen men, women, and children went away for their native place, Mount Hope. The constable was 
informed of their departure by the superintendent's wife, the superintendent being on a tour of inspection. 
The constable succeeded in finding them, and ordered them one and all back to the station. They promised 
to go, but the men say they will not stop with that superintendent, as he starves them. The constable 
wants to know to what extent his power as a constable goes with the aboriginals, men, women, and children. 
An early answer is requested" ?-I never heard of that before. 

5179. Here is a memo. signed M. Green with reference to that :-" The blacks that left the station 
on Thursday have returned, and brought the children back. The policeman at Healesville met them, and 
induced them to return, and they have promised to stay until Mr. Green returns." 

5180. By the Board.-You were absent then ?-Yes ; I never heard of that before. 
5181. By Captain Page.-Mr. Green writes again :-" The blacks, whose names appear on the 

margin, left the station to-day without telling Thomas Harris, or any other in charge, that they were 
leaving, and have taken with them six children. They all belong to Mount Hope" ? 

5182. By the Board.-That all occurred during your absence ?-During my absence. 
5183. By Captain Page.-You cannot be said to be managing the station if you were absent ?-I 

was not managing the station at all from an official point of view. I got nothing for it. 
5184. By the Board.-That was not part of your engagement ?-No. I was engaged as Inspector, 

and treated and paid as the Inspector. 
5185. Whatever you did in the management of Coranderrk was over and above what you were 

engaged to do ?-Always. 
5186. By Captain Page.-Was the place self-supporting when you left in 1874 ?-Yes, as far as 

the expense of keeping the blacks was concerned. 
5187. The keeping the blacks alone ?-Yes, I think a little over. 
5188. Was the station self-supporting-you cannot pick out one particular part and say that was 

self-supporting-do you remember the expenses on the station for that year ?-I think for food and clothing 
to the aborigines it was something about £800 or £900 ; that is during my part of the year. 

5189. The whole expenses were £2,009 ?-That would be after I left. I was only there for about 
.eight months of that year. 

5190. I see here-" Laborer £41, horse-feed £16 2s. 4d." ?-That horse-feed was got after I left. 
5191. " Secretary in lieu of travelling expenses and for services rendered £100" ?-There were no 

travelling expenses at Coranderrk. 
5192. "Buildings, &e., £294 1 1 s. 5d." ?-The buildings cannot be put down as an expense of 

Coranderrk-the permanent buildings. 
5193. Why not ?-I should not think so What I state is that the amount realized for the produce 

of the station was more than the aborigines cost for keeping. 
5194. By the Board.-That was from the 1st of January to the 31st of January 1874 ?-Yes. I 

was away four months of that time. There was a large quantity of stores got after I left. The price we 
got for the hops and other produce more than kept them in clothes and food. 

5195. By Captain Page.-What was your suggestion in reference to the working of the station, in 
order to make it self-supporting ?-I do not remember. 

5196. You state the station was self-supporting, but when you left here you stated-" With the 
view of making this station self-supporting in a short time, I have the honor to suggest that the following 
system be adopted :-1st. That all the aborigines who will work a fair day's work be paid wages according 
to their work. 2nd. That those who are able to work, but will not work, worth their keep, get certificates, 
and be sent from the station, and compelled to work for their living. 3rd. That I be allowed to employ 
two white men, one to work at all times in the garden, the other to work the horses and look after them ; 
these men's wages to be paid from the produce of the station. 4th. That Mr. Burgess's services be 
dispensed with as soon as the present hop crop is in" ?-Those that are able to work, and will not work, 
I would get rid of ; not those that cannot work ; but I could always get the worth of their food out of 
them. I always reasoned with the aborigines. I made that law with their own sanction. If the aboriginal 
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is put into the question, he will strive to keep his own law. That is where I consider you have failed with 
your management when any dispute arose with them. There was a little girl died of croup, and when she 
died the aborigines charged me with killing her. One of the girls stated to the others that I put a spoon 
down her throat to make it big. I assembled them all, and took the girl that made the statement and used 
the spoon on her tongue the same as I had done on the girl that died. I said, " That is all I have done," 
and they were all perfectly ashamed of themselves for saying such a thing. I have not the least doubt that, 
if you would adopt the same plan with the aborigines, you would succeed. I always treated them as free 
men, and reasoned with them. 

5197. Did you ever have to punish the blacks ?—No. I punished the boys and some of the girls, 
and also fined some of them for drinking. That was the aboriginal law, that if any got drunk they were 
fined. They were fined according to their own law ; and some of them were chastised according to their 
own law that they had made at my suggeston. 

5198. Where did you collect those blacks from that you brought to Coranderrk ?—Principally from 
the Goulburn and the Murray ; all up and down the Murray and Sandhurst, and Jim Crow and Ballarat. 

5199. You did not go and get them from the other stations ?—No. 
5200. If it was stated that you went to other stations with photographs of young fellows and showed 

them to the girls to seduce them away, would that be true ?—No. 
5201. There is a letter here to Mr. Mackie from Mr. Hagenauer :—" Ramahyuck, January 10, 

1869. My dear Mr. Mackie,—We have had an official visit from Mr. Green, of Coranderrk station, on 
the Yarra, which visit, I am afraid, has done a good deal of harm, for he invited nearly all our settled 
blacks to come over to his station, and they think that they should go, as he, of course, shows to them that 
he is the chief man for the blacks in the colony. I was in bed ill at the time and did not hear of it, but 
am told by the blacks that he went from house to house and invited them, each one, to come to his station, 
and likewise also the children. If such doings should be allowed, as he had already done so some years 
ago, it would destroy all our work, and bring the natives only back into their wandering habits between 
here and Melbourne. I have made up my mind to set a stop to that sort of doings after I have come to 
Melbourne. I beg also that you will not take any steps (in consideration of Mr. Green) until I have seen 
you on the subject. I feel sure the will of the Government is to send their inspector round to encourage the 
blacks to settle down quietly and not to wander about. The man (Mr. Green) seeks his own glory, and 
wants to get our people to raise his praise, although it may do harm. God will help us in difficulties with 
such Christian brethren. You will soon hear more about it. Faithfully yours. (Signed) F. A. HAGE-
NAIIER." Here is an extract from another letter on the 18th January 1869 :—" Dear Mr. Mackie,—The 
mischief done here by Mr. Green was really greater than at first thought of. He returned here from Lake 
Tyers last Friday, when I was not at home. Mrs. Hagenauer, however, took him to account and gave him 
a real good sermon about it, telling him of all the mischief he had done from the time when a great number 
of our blacks had been induced to leave here and go to Coranderrk until now. He got a good lesson and 
deserved it. He promised not to do it any more, for which reason I would now ask you not to say anything 
about it at present. I shall soon know about Mr. Green, for, no doubt, he will soon express his own selfish 
thoughts in his report to the Board, for Mrs. Hagenauer told him that as we had done our duty with the 
blacks, towards God and man, and, as servants of the church, we had no fear for him; but that I was clear 
on the subject if it was not stopped it must be brought before the Government. Faithfully yours. (Signed) 
F. A. HA GENAUER." That seems a very different account ?—Before you read any more I will tell you the 
circumstances of the case. There was a young married couple who invited me very politely to tea. She 
was a West Australian young woman—her name was Cameron. I went to tea as invited, and after I had 
done my tea I said I hoped I would have the pleasure of giving her tea some time at Coranderrk. The 
whole matter arose out of that single hope. I must say I heard plenty from Mrs. Hagenauer. That was 
how it arose. I never induced or tried to induce anyone to come ; I simply said that. 

5202. Mr. Hagenauer says that 26 were taken away from his station ; is that untrue ?—Decidedly. 
I never took an aboriginal from his station. There was an order in Council sent to me long after that to 
get an aboriginal from Mr. Hagenauer that he could not manage—a young boy it was. More than that, I 
offered to get some children to send to Mr. Hagenauer. 

5203. By the Board.—You never tried to get any away from Mr. Hagenauer ?—Never ; he thought 
so, but I never heard about it before. He says I did a great deal of evil. There was a young married woman 
away with another man, and I was requested, during my inspecting tour, to see if I could get this young 
woman taken from this man. I succeeded in getting her from the other man, and sent her away with some 
blacks, but they let her away again. My reason for coming back was to tell them of my success in getting 
her away. I got her at Lake Tyers. I went back to tell them about my getting her back and that she 
had eloped again. 

5204. By Captain Page.—Did you say that you suggested the growing of hops at Coranderrk, not 
Mr. Search ?—Decidedly ; I suggested to Mr. Search. He boas undoubtedly the first to suggest it to the 
Board, but I suggested to Mr. Search. He told me he had arranged about growing flax. I listened to him 
and said—" Mr. Search, I have been thinking of trying hops ; I have seen them growing in Gippsland." 
He said—" Capital." 

5205. You have seen that a deputation came down here lately ?—Yes. 
5206. Did they not have a deputation against you ?—I do not remember. There was a deputation 

came down once. 
5207. Did not Jemmy Barker come down then ?—Very likely, but I do not remember. I know he 

was rather good at that. I remember a deputation coming down because I would not sell the potatoes and 
give them the money. That is the only one 1 remember coming down. 

5208. By the Board.—Have you in any way incited the blacks to move on your behalf ?—Decidedly 
not. 

5209. By Captain Page.—At no time ?—At no time. I think I ought to say that I think it would 
be cruel on the part of the Board to move the aborigines from Coranderrk, and that is why I refused to be 
a party to it. There is no data to show that it is unhealthy for the aborigines. I stated long ago that, if 
medical men could show to me from data that they would be more healthy elsewhere, I would be able to 
induce the aborigines to go to that locality, but, seeing there was no data I could work upon conscientiously 
with the aborigines, I could not move in it. I think it would be most cruel to move them, because there is 
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no doubt that many of the aborigines who came there as children have been taught that it would be their 
home if they would stay and work. I was sure no Government would seek to take away that piece of 
ground if they would do their work. I think decidedly, unless it could be proved by unprejudiced gentlemen, 
that the station is unhealthy for aborigines, it would be outrageous, to exercise an influence to move them 
from there. I must also say that, if it was bond fide shown by medical gentlemen, upon real data, that it 
was unhealthy, I should do everything in my power to get them to a more healthy place ; but I know that 
this chest disease is a terrible disease wherever it breaks out. I have seen them die on the Murray in large 
numbers. They are as much affected by it on the Murray as they are on Coranderrk. 

5210. By the Board-Would you approve of inducing or encouraging the half-castes to go out to 
service ?-If they could be got into choice families that would take care of them. There is one now in 
service that I got out, a half-caste girl. I had made arrangements, just prior to my leaving, for another 
half-caste girl to get into another family, and the Board would not allow her to go. 

5211. That would apply more to girls because they require more protection than men, but with the 
half-caste men, do you think they are able to cope with the white men ?-Not those that have been reared 
in the camp, any more than the pure aboriginal. 

5212. I notice that you recommend sending those that could work and would not work away 
altogether-supposing you met with a half-caste that would not work, what would you do ?-I think they 
ought to be made work or he sent away. The remuneration is not such a consideration to them, it is the 
being able to draw them out to work. I think they have wrought worse since they were paid wages than 
ever they did before. 

5213. Have you any idea if they understand the difference between the different denominations ?-
Some of them do. 

5214. Have they any desire to be brought up under one denomination more than another ?-
Decidedly-they call themselves Scotchmen-that is their idea. 

5215. When you read to them and prayed with them it would be in the Presbyterian form ?-Yes,. 
always. 

5216. They seemed satisfied with that?-Yes. 
5217. Have you any reason to believe they are dissatisfied with the mode of conducting the service 

under the Church of England?-They say so, they do not like it. One said, "Mr. Green knows our 
inside-he speaks inside to us." 

5218. Meaning you understood them better ?-Yes, exactly. 

The witness withdrew. 

Captain A. M. A. Page sworn and further examined. 

5219. There was something in the accounts we could not understand the last time you were 
examined. Will you be kind enough to explain how it happened that there was a considerable amount 
paid more than there ought to be ?-The matron was entered at £69 14s. 2d.-she got £1 a week, and in 
1877, on the 4th of July she was paid from the 28th February to the 30th of June, which comes to 
£17 lls. 5d. 

5220. Was she paid in full all that was due to her ?-All that was due up to that time, the 30th of June. 
5221. This is from the 1st of July 1877 to the 30th of June 1878 ?-You can only pay the people 

when they come for their wages. 
5222. Do you not pay regularly ?-We pay only when they send in their accounts. 
5223. There is nothing to indicate that the money was owing before the 1st July-from the 1st July 

to the 30th June, " Matron £69 14s. 2d." You stated that a certain amount was paid to a certain person, 
up to the 30th June 1877. Between that and the 30th June 1878 there can only be twelve months, and yet 
on the face of this account it states fifteen months ?-On the 5th October she was paid from the 1st July 
to the 30th September. On January 3rd she was paid from the 1st October to the 31st December. On 
May 2nd she was paid from the 1st January to the 30th April ; and on the 3rd of July from the 1st May 
to the 30th of June. 

5224. What was the salary P-One pound a week. Where the mistake has come is that fifteen 
months have been put down where it ought to be sixteen-there is a clerical error. I say that £69 14s. 2d. 
is right. 

5225. Not for fifteen months ?-That is a clerical error, but the amount is right. 
5226. Under this system you might put down eighteen months, and we should not be able to trace 

it out. The matron was paid, up to the 30th June 1877, £21 10s. ?-Yes, but she was not paid till the 3rd 
of July. We cannot force them to take their money. 

5227. Did they ever object to take it ?-We never asked them ; when the accounts came in they 
were passed. 

5228. Have you anything to show how the accounts were formerly paid ; that is, previous to 
February 1877. In the year before I find £142 9s. 6d. for the master and matron, at Coranderrk, from 1st 
July to 30th June ?-It says here "Amount expended," not what they might have had, but what was 
actually paid to them during that year. 

5229. Then the matron, from 1879 to 1880, gets £50, that is a few shillings less than she got the 
year before ?-Sarah Halliday got £52 a year. In the middle of the year Mrs. Strickland came on at 
£50. If she did not take the whole of her salary that year, it would make it look strange again. 

5230. In your own salary there are fifteen months in one report and thirteen months in the next. 
It is impossible that can be correct. In thirteenth report, for 1876, the inspector received, during the six 
months from January to June, £171 4s. 8d. ?-That is in 1876. On May 5th, John Green was paid £75 
in payment of wages from 1st September to 30th November 1875 ; why be had not been paid before I do 
not know, but that shows how people left their money over; he was getting £300 a year. On the 31st 
March, Mr. Ogilvie was paid at the rate of £300 from the 1st to the 14th of December, £11 5s. 9d. On 
the 21st April, he was paid from 'the 15th December to the 29th February at the rate of 1400 a year, 
£84 18s. 11d.

' 
 making a total of £171 4s. 8d. 

5231. When was he paid up to ?-29th February in that payment. It continues at £400, and on 
July 1st he was paid from March 1st to May 31st, £100. 

CORANDERIGC. 
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Captain 	 5232. When did he leave ?-He left in 1877,-I think. 
A. M. A. Page, 	5233. What month ?-10th May 1877. conitnued. 
811, Dee. 1881. 	 5234. Does your engagement date from the 10th May ?-From the 1 1 th May 1877. On August 

5th he was paid again from gme 1st to July 31st, £66 13s. 4d. On September 13th, from August 1st to 
31st, £33 6s. 8d. ; October 5th, September 1st to 30th, £33 6s. 8d.; November 2nd, October 1st to 31st, 
£33 6s. 8d.; December 8th, November 1st to 30th, £33 6s. 8c1. ; January 6th, December 1st to 31st 
£33 6s. 8d.; from December to May 10th, at per month £33 6s. 8d., for every one except the last one, 
which was £10 15s.-that comes to £477 8s. 4d. Then comes in on June 6th, I was paid from May 11th 
to 31st, £22 11s. 8d., making the total £500. 

5235. You have now just dropped Mr. Ogilvie's and begun your own ?-I came in for about three 
weeks. 

5236. You were paid from the 10th May to the end of June when you first took office. When Mr. 
Ogilvie went out you came in, and you were paid up to the 30th June. The 31st May it comes to £500. 

5237. Your payment for May and June does not appear here ?-That is for 1876 ; I have nothing 
to do with that. 

5238. From 11th May 1877 to 30th June 1878 is only thirteen months and a-half ; you have got it 
fifteen months. This account shows the amount voted for the aborigines inspector, £177 4s. 8d.? That is 
up to the end of February. He has only been paid to the 29th of February. 

5239. It seems an extraordinary thing that a gentleman about to resign his position should have his 
salary increased for the last three or four months ?-His salary was £300 for the few days he was up at 
Coranderrk-for fourteen days he had £300 a year, after that he had £400. 

5240. You commenced with £400 ?-Yes. 
5241. And have now £500 ?-Yes. 
5242. In the Fifteenth Report there are 	General Inspector and Secretary (including travelling 

allowance), £487 10s. ; " above that, " Travelling expenses, moving aborigines, and inspecting stations, 
£129 10s." Can you explain that ?-The travelling expenses includes all travelling expenses of the 
Board, and their expenses going up to the stations. Not long ago I paid £30 to Robertson and Wagner 
for travelling. 

5243. Do you get auy allowance for travelling ?-No. 
5244. Who would get this ?-I could not tell without looking out the whole thing. Travelling 

expenses in connection with Coranderrk was £32 17s. 9d. 
5245. Are the passes you send to the coaches for the aborigines included in that ?-Yes. 
5246. Do you get anything when you go to Coranderrk ?-Not a penny. 
5247. Why is the word "inspecting" used ?-If a member of the Board goes up he gets his 

expenses. 
5248. Then I would infer that they are getting paid for that. It would be much better to have the 

accounts show travelling expenses. Are they paid their travelling expenses or paid for loss of time ?-
No, simply what it cost them for travelling expenses. 

5249. Do they go by buggy and pair ?-Not always. 
5250. What I aim at is this : I protest that that Board has no business to pay official visits ; it is 

all honorary work ?-The members sometimes go round to see the stations. 
5251. There is another item-" General Inspector and Secretary, including travelling allowance" ? 

-There is no travelling allowance. 
5252. It is here ?-Mr. Ogilvie pointed that out to me. I' put it in because I have to pay my 

travelling expenses. He said, " What is the meaning of that? " I said, "It includes my travelling 
expenses." He said, " You should not put that in, because you do not get any." 

5253. Then it is misleading ?-Yes. 
5254. Then that £87 10s. was deducted, as you were only getting £400 a year, and no travelling 

expenses were allowed ?-On the 1 1 th May I was appointed at £400 a year. On the 1st October 1877 
I took over the accounts and everything connected with the Board, and was told I could have the same, as 
the other clerk got £100 a year. I said I would take £75 and find my own clerk. I kept that up till 
January 1879, when I pointed out I did not think I should have to pay my own clerk when I had more 
work than I expected, so they made it up to £500. 

5255. You still have clerical assistance ?-I have £25 for clerical assistance. 
5256. How is it £87 if you only received £75 ?-I could not say at the moment. 
5257. Could you not have read up a short statement like this ?-My salary was £475 and £500. 

For six months I was at £475, and six months at £500. 
5258. Are you not engaged by the year at a stated salary ?-I believe so. 
5259. You heard me asking Mr. Curr about the rent of your offices ?-Yes. 
5260. Can you tell us how it was after such a length of occupancy without rent that the last three 

years we should be charged rent ?-I do not think they have been there many years. 
5261. They have been there for a number of years ?-I suppose the Acclimatisation Society did not 

feel inclined to pay all the rent. When I went there they were paying rent. 
5262. There was no charge for the room in the Mining office ?-No. 
5363. Why did they not continue that ?-I believe the members did not care to come up here. 
5264. It is a curious discrepancy that, in 1878-9, the rent was £24 13s. Od. ; 1879-80, £14 5s. Od. ? 

-The £14 5s. Od. ought not to be. I did not pay the rent I am supposed to pay to Mr. Le Souef. 
He has to pay to other people. We owe six months' rent of that year. 

5265. Those insurances, where are they-are they at Coranderrk ?-qhe buildings at Corauderrk. 
5266. Aboriginal weapons, £4 2s. 6d., whom are they for ?-They were bought for the Exhibition 

from the Board. They thought they ought to get some of the old weapons if they could. 
5267. You heard me ask Mr. Curr about the supply of brandy and wine ; during the last three 

years Coranderrk has been supplied, but I find no record of it before. Do you think it advisable to go on 
supplying those things ? As it was not found necessary before, why have it done now ? Is it done at the 
suggestion or request of the doctor ?-The thing was ordered by the doctor. We have had to send up 
porter. I do not myself think it is a good thing, because, the moment any spirits or wine go up, the 
place is rushed ; I have to send them up in a case marked something else, so they shall not know. 
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5268. Is there much there at present ?-I never send up much : about two gallons of brandy and a 	Captain 
case of wine. 	 A. M. A. Page, 

continued, 
5269. Have you sent up any since we were there ?-Yes ; they were nearly out then. They can 8th Dee. 18i1. 

always get it at Healesville, although it is not good to encourage that sort of thing. 
5270. What do they use the brandy for ?-Stomach-ache, I think. 
5271. Is it only used by the blacks ?-Who else could use it ? 
5272. Did you ever have any ?-Never tasted a drop up there in my life. I have never seen a drop 

there since Mr. Strickland has been there. 
5273. To what amount is the property at Coranderrk insured ?-About £800, I think. 
5274. At what percentage ?-It depends ; some of the buildings more than others. What I got the 

other day was 	a hundred. 

5275. Is Coranderrk invested in the names of trustees, as recommended in the time of the Royal 
Commission ?-I never heard of it. I do not think it is because it was withdrawn as a reserve the other 
day altogether. 

5276. When you go up there, do you systematically go round the station ?-Round the boundaries ? 
No, certainly not. It is not much use going into scrubby land. 

5277. Do you go round with Mrs. Strickland into the cottages P-Never. When I go, I go by 
myself. 

5278. Would it not be better to have a lady with you ?-No. 
5279. Are you married ?-Yes. 
5280. Would it not be better to have a lady with you ?-Then it would be said, " What is the use of 

going round with her ? " 
5281. Are there any cases of affliction at the present time-any deaf or dumb or nearly blind ?-I 

think Sanky's wife is about the worst of any, and Willie Hamilton. 
5282. What is wrong with him ?-His eye is wrong. 
5283. Did he ask for a pass to come to town for surgical aid ?-No, he did not. 
5284. I had a letter from him saying he did, and Mr. Strickland would not give it to him ?-

I cannot believe that, for this reason-that a fortnight ago Mr. Strickland wrote down to me saying that 
Hamilton wanted to come down and see the doctor. I wrote by return of post to Doctor Elms, saying is 
there any necessity. He wrote back saying it might please all parties to let him come down. I got him 
down. It is not likely he can get much good, because he was born so. He has been to Doctor Miller. 

5285. When did he come ?-Two or three days ago. The man is in town now. 
5286. My attention was called to it. I suggested that he should come down to Doctor Bowen ?-

He is attending the hospital just now. 
5287. Is he in the Melbourne Hospital ?-No, he is an out patient. 
5288. Are there any other cases-is that the only case of bad eyes ?-I think that is the only case, 

except Punch's child. 
5289. My attention was drawn to one little child who was likely to lose both its eyes ; have you 

not seen or heard of that ?-No. I have not heard of that. I think Doctor Elms would have let me know 
if there had been any occasion for medical advice. 

5290. Are there any deaf and dumb children ?-I never saw any.
• 5291. There is one there. I saw the child and advised the mother to get it into the Deaf and Dumb 

Hospital ?-Are you certain it is deaf and dumb ? 
5292. Yes ?-What is its age ? 
5293. Three or four years. There are two cases of confinement expected shortly, have you made 

any provision ?-There are two or three women midwives there. They get paid, and if the doctor is 
wanted he is brought. 

5294. Are the half-caste women paid for attending as midwives ?-Yes. 
5295. Does that account for Mrs. Dunolly's case being such a bad case 	never heard of it. The 

doctor knows more about it than I do. I cannot give advice to the doctor. 
5296. The copper was recommended in 1869, why was it only sent up a few months ago ?-I never 

heard of its being recommended in 1869. 
5297. Why was it only sent up a short time ago ?-It is a sort of thing that came into my head. 

I thought they wanted it and I had a place built. 
5298. Was it the result of the deputation to Mr. Berry ?-Most certainly not. I got my instructions 

about building before the deputation went to Mr. Berry. 
5299. The contractor said the buildings were all put up during the last eight months ?-Yes ; but 

the instructions were given to me before we ever heard of the deputation. 
5300. There was a deputation prior to that ?-No, not prior to that, except two years ago. There 

was no reference to this deputation. 
5301. Why are they not allowed to keep fowls and bees-Mr. Smyth recommended that long ago?-

They are not objected to, but if you have seeds about, fowls will not do. 
5302. They have no gardens ?-Then they can keep fowls. They have geese. 
5303. About geese-one of the men complaining you sold his geese, and did not pay him for them?-

He tells an untruth ; he got paid for them. 
5304. Who ordered them to be sold off ?-I ordered them to be sold ; they had to he sold or their 

throats would have been cut ; our crops would have been destroyed. I told him over and over again they 
would have to be sold or kept shut up. I told Mr. Strickland to sell them. 

5305. Would it not have been better to tell the man in a kind way ?-I did speak to him in a 

kind way. 
5306. He was away when they were sold 	do not know about that. 
5307. Is it not cruel to have the natives sleeping on rushes ?-I do not know; it depends upon what 

is under the rushes. 
5308. In the orphan children's bedroom we saw rushes-Mr. Cameron asked the girl if she was sure 

it was rushes, and she pulled the tick open to convince him ?-They had rushes to fill their beds, because 
there was not straw for them. Harris made a statement about that the other day, which is not true. 
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Captain 	 5309. You were not aware they were sleeping on rushes ?-I was not aware of that. 
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5310. Doyou think nothing could be done to keep down the bugs-we saw them running about in conttn ed, 
8th Dec. Ism the daytime ?-It is very difficult to get rid of them when they once get into a place. 

5311. Has Dr. Elms complained to you that too many interfere with the medicine iu his absence, 
that the room is untidy, and the bottles uncorked ?-No, not on the last occasion. A long time ago we 
sent up a large quantity of medicine at his request. I remember his saying that nothing should be kept in 
that room except medicines. 

5312. We found the bottles uncorked, and he told us he complained to you about it ?-No, he 
did not. 

5313. It was a miserable dirty room, used as a harness room as well ?-One person cannot he always 
there. It was not as if the people came at regular hours ; they come at all hours, even in the middle of 
the night. 

5314. Have you a farm of your own ?-I object to the question, but I will answer it. I have a farm of my own. 
5315. Have you a partner ?-I decline to answer the question. 
5316. Is it true that Mr. Le Soeuf is a partner of yours ?-I decline to answer that question. 
5317. How many calves did you brand last year at Coranderrk ?-I would have to go and look at 

the return book to find out that. 
5318. When Mr. Ogilvie was about to leave did they advertise for a successor ?-I do not know. 
5319. How did you learn there was a vacancy ?-I saw Mr. Ogilvie. 
5320. I suppose there was no advertising ?-I do not know at all. 
5321. You applied and got it ?-Others applied too. 
5322. You cannot answer the question about the calves ?-I have not got the return in. 
5323. As a trustee is it not your duty to have the run fenced in ?-As a trustee I do not think I am 

bound to do it. I am not a trustee over them however. 
5324. Do you think it is right to allow Mr. Strickland's daughters to interfere with the serving out 

of rations to the aborigines ?-I think it is very kind of them. 
5325. The blacks do not like it-they consider they have no business to interfere with it ?-I do 

not see how they could object to it. It is kindness of them to assist their mother. 
5326. Are you aware there are forty-four unbaptized children there ?-I have heard that. 
5327. Do you believe it is correct ?-I believe it is incorrect. I believe there are more than that. 
5328. From the evidence you heard at Healesville are you satisfied that Mr. Strickland has been 

guilty of disposing of Government property without your authority ?-There is not the least doubt from 
the evidence that he disposed of the wheels first of all. He had no authority to do it, but at the same time 
I do not think it was a very serious thing. I think it was justifiable on his part to do, if he saw the things 
going to ruin, to get rid of them. 

5329. Did you say to Mr. Strickland that the 10s. sent to Wandon was Government money ?-No. 
5330. Then what right had he to withhold it ?-He did not withhold it. He denied that most 

distinctly. I think he was quite right in holding it for a bit. If Wandon was paid money for finding 
cattle he would not put cattle off the run ; he would put them in a corner, and wait for the reward. 

5331. There are some items in these invoices which I do not think belong to the blacks, because they 
are material which I have never seen lubras wear. I have never seen lubras wear Russell cord dresses at 
13s. 6d. each. I do not think lubras dress so stylish as that. Did you order that ?-I must have ordered 
it if it is there. 

5332. The clothes are not branded ; anybody could use them. Have you, yourself, seen anything 
of the kind on a lubra up there ?-I can find out. Sometimes I send up a dress to a woman who has lost her husband. 

5333. They showed us a very inferior material, worn by a woman who was in mourning ?-The 
black wincey was a good wincey. 

5334. Here is a persian cord dress, at £1 8s. 8d., another dress that ladies wear ; that is a separate 
invoice. It is to Captain Page, Temple Court, for the Coranderrk Aboriginal Station ; perhaps that was a 
present you were sending up ?-Whom to ? 

5335. I do not know whom to ; it seems a great deal too good to send to a black woman ?-Some-
times they are too good, and sometimes too bad, it seems. 

5336. Here are ladies' linen collars, Ss. 9d. ; ladies' sets, 12s. 9d. ; two cambric handkerchiefs, 6s. ?- 
I cannot go into that without my own accounts. If I see the signature of Mr. Strickland as having received them, I could tell more about it. That is 1878 ; I can hardly go back three years. 

5337. Here is curtain net, 17s. 6d., for bed hangings ; I did not see any there with bed hangings ; 
do they use net ?-I cannot remember what things go up a long way back like that. 

5338. Whom were the hats for-ladies' leghorn hats ?-I cannot remember ; sometimes I get some 
hats that are cheap now, but have been dear, and then they would most likely put them as "Ladies.'" 

5339. Here is a dress, persian cord, £2 Os. 10d. ; and a figured lustre, 28 yards, at Is. 5id., either 
of which any lady could wear. Here is another black lustre ?-It must have been for some of those people who have lost their husbands. 

5340. Is there any possibility of tracing to whom those went ?-Yes. 
5341. Can you trace the majority of those things ?-I can trace everything. 
5342. You told us you had no check ?-I did not say I had no check ; I have a monthly return for receipt of the goods. 
5343. There is a black lustre, 12 yards, 15s. 6d. ; another black lustre, 20 yards, at ls. 3f d., £1 Ss. 10d. ?-There will be no trouble in getting the names of all the people who received them. 
5344. Are those poor blacks provided with standing counsel, in cases of emergency, when they are 

dragged to the police court ?-Not in all cases. 
5345. In cases of emergency ?-I think they would have it in cases of emergency. 
5346. In any case, should not some representative of the Board go and stand onbehalf of the black ? 

-They are dealt with very leniently. 
5347. Do you send in every year a detail of what you require ?-Yes, and a great farce it is. 
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5348. What time do you send them ?—About April. 
5349. That contains all you want ?—Yes, but we cannot tell what we want exactly. [The witness handed in the following letters] :— 

" Aboriginal Station, Lake Hindmarsh, June 6th, 1881. 
" Captain Page, Gen. Inspector of Aborigines, Melbourne. 

" Sir,—Having examined the goods sent up for the blacks, I beg to report on them as follows :— 
" Blankets.—Good quality, blacks much pleased with them. Whole lot distributed. 
" Dress Materials.—Measurement correct, quality good, prices fair. Mrs. Kramer, having 

examined the materials, endorses the remarks in reference to price and quality. 
"Clothes.—Trousers appear to be of excellent quality and well assorted. The same remark 

applies to the shirts, which appear to be softer and better in quality than those supplied 
hitherto. Serge shirts all distributed. Blacks much gratified and pleased with them. 

" Billies.—Assortment incomplete, there being none fit in size for small families and single persons. 
" Tomahawks.—Too soft. 

" The whole is, by common consent; declared to be very good and useful, except in the points 
referred to above ; and I take this opportunity to cordially thank the Board, on behalf of the blacks, for 
their kind liberality to them.—I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant, C. W. KRAMER." 

" Ramahyuck, May 18, 1881. 
" Sir, —I have the honor to inform you that the blankets and articles of clothing for the aborigines 

under my care have arrived here in good order and condition, and I herewith send you the duly signed 
accounts. I am happy to inform you that the whole of the goods are of very good and most suitable quality, 
and give great satisfaction to the natives, who wish me to convey their best thanks to the Board and the 
Government, as well as to yourself, for the kind care bestowed upon them and the supply given to them. I 
also beg to express my best thanks to yourself and the Board. I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant, F. A. HAGENAIIR.—Capt. A. M. A. Page, Insp. Gen. Ab., Melbourne." 

1 
"Lake Tyers, 20th June 1881. 

"Dear Sir,—I herewith forward the accounts of Messrs. Banks and Co., and Messrs. McEwan and 
Co. I may state that the drapery goods are all of good quality. The blue shirts are of the same kind 
which were sent last year, and which were so much appreciated by the blacks ; their being made to open 
in front is a great improvement. All the rest of the goods are suitable as to quality, &c. The goods from 
Messrs. McEwan and Co. are of excellent quality. I may particularly mention the hoes for the cutting 
grass. They are a very handy tool, light enough for a boy to use, and yet can be used by a man with 
effect. I may say that already good work has been done by them among the tussocks of cutting grass. 
The case of wine and brandy, I should think, judging from the brands, is of good quality. With thanks, 
on behalf of the blacks, for the goods, I have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN HOLMES.—Captain A. M. A. Page, General-Inspector, &c., C.B.P.A." 

"Neuarpurr, Apsley, 2nd April 1881. 
"Dear Sir,—The goods for aboriginals arrived here on Wednesday last, 30th March. I enclose 

samples of tea and sugar as requested by you. I have examined the blankets and clothes ; they are all 
really good and substantial articles. I am having a good house put up with two rooms, one room 16 x 12, 
and the other 12 x 12, both having fireplaces, so they should be comfortable. I have lately taken into my 
employment a young blackfellow, called John Pannican. I find him in most respects as good as any white 
man. There are also two other blacks here, Lake Billy and Punch. As there are four continually here 
others are sure to keep coming and going. I received your letter concerning the census, asking me to give 
help to the sub-enumerators. I shall be happy to do all I can. I did not get your letter until yesterday, 
Friday, and as my little girl has just met with a bad accident, I shall be unable to take any active part, 
but by enquiry from the other blacks can give a return of all living in the shire of Kowree. Yours truly, 
A. A. COWELL. — Page, Esq." 

"Aboriginal Station, Purnim, 16th June 1881. 
" Sir, —I have the honor to inform you that the clothing, blankets, &c., for the aborigines at this station 

have been received in good order, and everything correct according to invoice. According to request, I 
beg to report that the quality of the whole is good, and the recipients of them are exceedingly thankful to 
you for interesting yourself so much for their comfort. I find myself short of fifteen or sixteen blankets, 
and six serge shirts, a number of old people having recently arrived at the station, some from Skipton and 
Camperdown ; also two from Coranderrk, named Cuningham Jack, and his old wife Maria ; and several 
from around the Warrnambool district, who do not usually participate in the annual distribution. I have 
the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, WILLIAM GOODALL.—A. M. A. Page, Esq., General-
Inspector P.B.P.A." 

Mrs. Bon handed in the following letter from Harris :— 
46  Coranderrk, 28th November 1881. 

" Taking up the Argus I saw Cap. Page's statement that I was authorized to get white labor last 
year, which I was not. I have been authorized to do so this year through Mr. Strickland. Remain yours, 
THOMAS HARRIS." 

The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned. 

By Authority : JOHN FERRES, Government Printer, Melbourne. 

CORANDERRK. 
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