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the house so I showed my daughter to Mr. Green, and I got my medicine from him. And the doctor said 
it was the scarlet fever, and he took it by the sore throat. We all had the sore throat at the time. They 
never come near me until poor David died. That is the time they came in my door, but I find that she 
didn't give anything for my children, and my children were wishing for milk and sago and oatmeal, and 
she did not send it up without asking. And she told everybody not to come in my place. I had nobody 
to send down for the things ; she ought to send her daughter with those things." 

Adjourned to Thursday next, at ten o'clock. 

   

(Taken at Healesville.) 
FRIDAY, 25n3 NOVEMBER 1881. 

Present : 

E. H. CAMERON, Esq., M.L.A., 

The Chairman read the following letter from the Rev. Alexander Mackie in explanation of his 
statement that the Central Board owed him a marriage fee :— 

"Melbourne, 22nd November 1881. 
" To E. H. Cameron, Esq., M.L.A., Chairman of the Board of Inquiry into the Coranderrk Station. 

" DEAR SIR, 

" I beg respectfully to make an explanation in regard to my statement that the Board still owed me 
a marriage fee. Inspector Page explained last Friday that it had been paid. It was due in April 1877. 
During that year I called at the Board Office and at the Treasury several times, but could not get it. I 
gave up the search in despair. After Inspector Page's statement, last Friday, I called at the Treasury 
to-day, and got the fee. I understand it was made payable, but unknown to me, sometime about the 
end of the year 1879. As it is now paid, I have the honor to request that all reference to the matter 
may be erased from the minutes of evidence given by me at Healesville on Friday last. 

"I am, yours truly, 

"ALEX. MACKIE." 

Joseph Frederick Walker sworn and examined. 

4166. What are you ?—State School teacher at the Yarra Park school. 
4167. Do you know anything about Coranderrk Station at Healesville ?—Not much. I was never 

there but once. I went up. I was not very well. On the 7th October I went up. I went up with a 
person who was going up to that neighbourhood. I went as far as Healesville. I may state that the 
person was a contractor, a Mr. Ball, who has been employed in the neighbourhood. I returned on the 
Saturday. We called at the station (I was never there before) on the Friday, and, after giving his horse a 
feed, went on higher up the road ; returned to the place, and stayed all night. The gentleman in charge, 
whom I had never seen but once before, invited us to stay the night. 

4168. Who was the contractor ?—Mr. Ball. 
4169. Had he the work on the station ?—He did the contracts. He had been working (to what 

extent I do not know). He showed me some works he had done—put up some buildings and drainage 
bathrooms or something ; he took me through and showed me the improvements. I mixed up pretty freely 
with the men ; made it my business to go out among them. I was with them all the afternoon, and in the 
evening was with the men—went to their little chapel in the evening, and also the next morning. Those 
that did assemble were not so many as I expected at the church, but they behaved themselves remarkably 
well, and paid great attention to the service. The men told me they did not work on the Saturday, they 
gave themselves up to enjoyment, played cricket, and so on. I spoke to the men pretty freely about the 
place. They made no complaint to me of any kind ; they did not express themselves either pro or con. I 
said to Harris, the foreman, "These children seem very fond of the Superintendent "—they were hanging 
about him. He said—" Yes, he is a very good man ; there is only one thing we have against him, he does 
not mix himself enough with the men ; he does not get about enough with the men." While the men were 
playing, I saw the wives go to the store and get their rations. I was not in the room, but I saw them go 
for them, and saw them come away with them in their hands. I went through the huts, and I was very 
much struck with one place ; there were some more or less tidy than others, but there was one place I was 
very much struck with—there appeared to be a place for everything, and everything in its place—the woman 
appeared to have a pride in showing us round. I said, "This is quite a model of a house for white people." 
I went into the mia-mias ; there were some old people living there, and I certainly felt their position was 
not so comfortable. I said to Mr. Strickland, "How is it those people are living in those places ? " He 
said they declined living anywhere else because of their dogs ; they had about twelve dogs, and they preferred 
living in the mia-mias than in houses, where the dogs would be excluded. 

4170. What was the date of your visit ?-7th October. 
4171. Did any of the blacks complain that they were not comfortable ?—Not one. 
4172. Is it likely they would complain to a perfect stranger if they were not comfortable ?—I 

appeared to have their confidence, and mixed up freely with them. I think they would have told me of 
anything special. 
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4173. After a few hours conversation you think they would have had confidence in you P-They 
spoke to me very freely, and got me ferns to bring home, and seemed very chatty and friendly. There was 
nothing of a confidential nature transpiring ; they made no statement to me pro or con. 

4174. Is there a church on the establishment ?-There is a building used for that purpose. 
4175. Was that your only visit ?-My only visit. 
4176. Did you sign the visitor's book ?-I did. I said, " The discipline appears to be maintained 

without coercion." I may say, however, that I did say to Mr. Strickland, "The men appear to complain 
that you do not mix up enough with them." He said, " When I first came here I did so. I used to go 
into the huts and talk with them, and they took advantage of it. I found I was losing my position. I was 
losing my control by undue familiarity." That is the only thing I said to the gentleman in charge. I 
thought it might be a hint he could avail himself of for future use. 

The witness withdrew. 

J. F. Walker, 
continued, 

25th Nov. 1881. 

John Morrison sworn and examined. 

4177. You live at Healesville ?-Yes. 	 John Morrison, 

4178. How long have you been residing at Healesville P-About sixteen years since I first 25th Nov. 1881. 
 

,came there. 
4179. What is your occupation ?-I am a publican and storekeeper. 
4180. Do you know Coranderrk ?-Yes, I have been there frequently. 
4181. You have visited it often ?-Frequently ; when occasion required, following my occupation. 
4182. Have you observed the conduct of the blacks ?-I never took particular note as regards their 

conduct. I had no interest in observing it. 
4183. Do they seem satisfied with their position at Coranderrk ?-I never knew them to be satisfied 

since I knew them. 
4184. Do you think they are well fed ?-At one time I know they used to come to me and get 

provisions, and run accounts with me ; but for the latter years there has been nothing like that. They 
used to bring fish, and I used to purchase the fish and give them money and stores in return. Latterly 
I cannot get a black to catch a fish ; they are evidently, I think, well fed. 

4185. Why do they not fish and sell it as usual ?-Because to my mind they have not the necessity 
of going to provide for themselves that they had in former years. 

4186. Have you any means of knowing that as a fact P-1 am speaking the truth. 
4187. Is that your opinion, or is it from your own knowledge ?-That is my opinion, but it is 

a fact. 
4188. Do you serve out the rations to them ?-I have been to their huts, and seen full-and-plenty 

in them. There was no complaint made by any visitor that I drove to the place. 
4189. What day of the week were you there ?-All days of the week. 
4190. If you do not see the rations served out, how can you tell they are properly served ?-I have 

been in the huts and seen provisions there, and if they were not provided for properly the provisions would 
not be there. 

4191. Do you know whether those provisions were bought by the blacks themselves or not ?-I do 
not know how they got them, but they were there. 

4192. Is it likely they bought any from the butcher at Healesville ?-The butcher supplies the 
black station, but under what agreement I know not. 

4193. You do not know whether they are in debt to the butcher or not ?-I do not. 
4194. What is your general opinion about the station-do yo think it advisable to keep the blacks 

there or shift them ?-Some years ago, I may tell you, one of the half-castes came to me ; he had previously 
been working for a man named Duddy ; it was harvest time. This man, after finishing a job for Duddy, 
asked me for employment, and, as I had a little cultivation which I wanted cut down, I engaged him the 
same as any other person, at the same rate as I paid others. I got a note from Mr. Green, threatening me 
that, if I harboured him, he would have to prosecute me for so doing. 

4195. Have you got that note ?-I took very little notice of it at the time. I have not got the note. 
I do not suppose Mr. Green will deny that if you ask him. 

4196. Is it your opinion the blacks should be removed or left ?-I consider the blacks have got a 
hankering for that place, and, if they are removed, it will be with reluctance on their part to leave it. 

4197. You do not think it would be advisable to remove ?-Not the real black, but the half-castes I 
would remove. I would give the aboriginal all the indulgence the colony could afford. 

4198. You would let the blacks have the station ?-I would give them everything they wanted-all 
the luxuries the country could provide them with. 

4199. Are you in the habit of driving visitors there often ?-Yes. 
4200. Do you 'hear any complaints from the blacks of the treatment they receive from the manage-

ment ?-Since I have been visiting the blacks, there is not an individual that ever I drove over there that 
ever made a complaint in my presence. 

4201. Do you think they are well clad-good clothes, &c., generally ?-Yes. 
4202. Did they make use of expressions with regard to the good management of the place ?-They 

have not done so to me. 
4203. The chairman asked your experience of visitors, not of blacks ?-I understand-did the blacks 

complain to me when I drive visitors there. I say, in my presence, the blacks never made any complaints 
to me or to the visitors. 

4204. If visitors are in the habit of visiting the station, they would be apt to say whether it was well 
or badly managed ; do visitors express any opinion to you as to the management ?-They have expressed 
it, saying that there is room for improvement on it. 

4205. They do not indulge in praises of the present management ?-I do not enter into conversation 
with them concerning the management of Coranderrk. 

4206. They did say they thought there was room for improvement ?-There is room for improve-
ment upon anything. 
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John Morrison, 	4207. From what you have seen during the present management, do you think the blacks are well 
cohnued, 

2Sth Nov. 1881. managed ?-Do I understand you to ask me if the blacks have complained to me personally ? 
4208. Yes ?-No. 
4209. What do you think of the present management ?-It is better than it was previously. 
4210. Do you think it would be well managed if it were your own ?-It would take a considerable 

amount of experience. 
4211. Supposing you had a station, and a mile and a half of fencing undone on one side, would you 

keep that unfenoed ?-If it were my own I should have it fenced. 
4212. How can you call it well managed ?-One of my reasons for saying it was better managed 

than before was, that it was not fenced during the previous management. The fencing has been done 
since the previous management. 

4213. In former managements they had a stockrider ?-I do not know anything at all about the 
appointment of stockrider. 

4214. The stockrider has been dismissed for two years ?-I do not know about that. 
4215. You do not know much about the present management ?-Not about the stockrider. They 

are all stockriders as far as I am concerned. 
4216. I suppose you merely speak as a casual observer ?-I speak as I am asked. 
4217. But of your knowledge of the management ?-I know nothing at all of the internal manage-

ment, such as the stockriders. 
4218. You do not know that the stockrider has been dismissed ?-I do not. 
4219. And that the station has been without a stockrider for the last two years ?-I do not. 
4220. Have the cattle been impounded for the last two years ?-I do not know. 
4221. That the neighbours' stock are trespassing on the run and eating the grass ?-I am aware of 

that. 
4222. If the station were yours you would not allow that-was that allowed in former manage-

ment ?-Of course it was. 
4223. How can you compare the present management with the previous if you do not know P-I 

will tell you. With the former management the blacks were roaming about the township looking for food. 
I had occasion to get hold of one and put him out of my kitchen, and the women came about. Such a thing 
does not exist now. 

4224. Can you prove that such things do not exist in other hotels ?-I am not speaking of hotels ; 
it is the township. 

4225. Are you sure that the thing does not exist in other places ?-I do not know. 
4226. It is your experience of Healesville ?-My experience is that the women do not frequent 

Healesville and tempt the whites as they did formerly. 
4227. You think the condition of the children compares favorably with the condition of the children 

of the working classes about there ?-What I have seen of them does. 
4228. Do you consider it just to compare the children of the primitive lords of the manor with the 

children of our poor ?-I consider they have the privilege of a tutor. In the old country my wife has 
walked three miles through the snow to go to school-they have a special tutor. 

4229. What is your idea of the special tutor business-what is your idea of keeping a special tutor 
for blacks that are intended to be kept eternally upon the black station-is that good management ?-
I have expressed my opinion long ago concerning that. There is a State school within a short distance, 
and to relieve the Government of the country of the expense of such an institution, as a teacher, the 
children should be put under the necessary discipline, marched to the school, and marched back again. 

4230. Do you consider that they should be taught at all, as they are not allowed to go out to 
service P-In that case, as one of the blacks said to me, " Why give us white education, and bring us up as 
blacks ?" 

4231. Do you call that good management ?-It would not be mine. 
4232. In your opinion it is not good P-It is not good. 
4233. It is your opinion they should be encouraged to go out to service ?-Yes. 
4234. Bundle them out as fast as you can ?-Not bundle them out, but put them into good places. 
4235. Have you any experience of their going out to service ?-I knew a case where Mr. Halliday 

was summoned for keeping one. 
4236. He was the manager ?-11e was. 
4237. Did he take a black girl with him ?-He did not take her, but she followed Mrs. Halliday 

after he left the station. He was summoned by the Board, and brought to the Healesville court, and fined 
for so doing. 

4238. By the Aboriginal Board ?-I do not know what Board it was. He was fined. He was told 
he ought to have had better sense. 

4239. What age was the girl ?-About eighteen or nineteen, I should imagine. 
4240. Did she go back to the station ?-Yes ; she did not wish to come back. 
4241. Do you think it would be to the advantage or benefit of Healesville if the station were broken 

up ?-I have never given any consideration to that. In my own mind I should be very sorry to see the 
station broken up-to deprive the blacks of a home. 

4242. In a selfish point of view, would it be to the advantage of Healesville ?-I question whether 
it would ; I think it would not. 

4243. Would it not be better to have the yeomanry established there-selections P-1 do not know ; 
I should be very sorry to see the blacks deprived of a home. 

4244. What effect do you think the railway going up there-taking up 400 or 500 visitors every 
week-would have ; would that be a good thing for the black station ?-I say this-although I would be 
very sorry to see the blacks taken away, I say that, in contact with the whites, they cannot help 
demoralizing themselves. 

4245. Have you ever noticed the black girls going about with the white men about Healesville ?-
I have seen them putting themselves in the way of them. 

4246. Have you seen them walking about the bush ?-Yes, I have seen them on the banks of the 
Yarra, fishing. 
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4247. How long ago ?-Three or four years ago. 
4248. Have you seen them more than once ?-Yes. 
4249. Frequently ?-Yes. 
4250. Lately ?-No. 
4251. Were they without protection ?-No more protection than you would be on the banks of the 

Yarra. 

4252. Do you know of any cases of illegitimate children being born there ?-No, but I know of the 
probabilities of such a thing occurring. 

4253. Is the white population free from the same charge ?-The police court will tell you that. 
4254. You think, if the Coranderrk station were there for another fifty years, they would become 

all white ?-About the most appropriate answer to that was given to me by Father Horan. On arriving at 
the Hobson's Bay railway he saw Lewis and Whitty's advertisement ; he said, " You can make them white 
here without soap." 

4255. By Captain Page.-You said the aborigines never made any complaints to you ?-Not to me 
personally. 

4256. You have known them for a long time ?--I have. 
4257. Would they confide in you after knowing you so long P-I should imagine they would. 
4258. With reference to the girl Mr. Halliday took away, do you consider it a proper place to send 

a girl where young men are about P-Mr. Halliday had a son. I should imagine she would be under the 
care of Mrs. Halliday while she was there. 

4259. A son is one of the family ?-Yes, he was residing there. 
4260. By the Board.-If the girls are to be kept from houses where there are sons, there can be 

very few places for them ?-I consider Mr. Halliday's house was well conducted. I have every confidence 
that the girl was well protected. 

The witness withdrew. 

a eol 

George A. Syme sworn and examined. 

4261. What is your occupation ?-Journalist. 
4262. Residing in Melbourne ?-Yes. 
4263. Do you know the Coranderrk Aboriginal Station ?-Yes, I have known it for, I may say, 

many years now. I have known it by having visited it on several occasions years ago, and having visited 
it lately, and conversed with the blacks many times. 

4264. Have you been there recently ?-I was there last Christmas. 
4265. That is the last time ?-Yes. 
4266. Have you been there often during the last few years P-No, not within the last five years ; 

that is the only time. 
4267. You used to go there occasionally previous• to that ?-I was there once and stayed about a 

week. 
4268. How did you find the blacks-you have been in the habit of visiting there, and many of them 

know you-how did you find them when you last visited ?-Very dissatisfied with the state of affairs-
very troubled about the management. They were troubled with the apprehension that they were going to 
be removed. 

4269. That the station was to be broken up ?-Yes. 
4270. Did they appear to you to be well fed ?-Yes ; I did not see anything to excite any suspicion 

otherwise. 
4271. Were they well clad ?-Yes, so far as I saw. 
4272. What was the condition of their huts or houses ?-I did not minutely examine them. So far 

as I observed, I did not see any reason to make a complaint on that score. 
4273. They appeared to be discontented with the management ?-Yes. 
4274. Can you tell what was the cause of that, or did they give any reason ?-They have always, 

since Mr. Green's removal, attributed the whole of their trouble to that event. I attribute the whole of the 
trouble to the same source. 

4275. To Mr. Green's removal ?-Yes. 
4276. What trouble are you speaking of ?-Before Mr. Green's removal we never heard of any dis-

turbance at all, or any dissatisfaction on their part. There were no deputations coming down to town to 
interview the Minister ; but ever since we have had these complaints there has been no end of trouble. 

4277. Do you not think those complaints have been caused by outside influence ?-No. 
4278. The evidence we have received has been that, years ago, the blacks used to wander about 

begging and half clad ; now they never do that. How do you account for that ?-I never heard of that 
before. 

4279. They want Mr. Green back, we know that, but the general appearance of the men and 
women shows that they are well fed and well looked after-better than ever before ?-Yes ; but there may 
be dissatisfaction arising from other sources than deficiency in regard to clothing and food. 

4280. Do you think this discontent has arisen from pressure or persuasion from without ?-I think 
not. In every conversation I have had with the blacks when they have referred to Mr. Green they have 
said, " We knew Mr. Green, we trusted Mr. Green, we looked up to him as a father." That was the 
feeling that seemed to be the source of their affection towards him. I thought, and I think still, it was a 
feature in their character that was creditable to them. I can easily understand if that was their feeling 
it would be a very difficult thing for any one to take his place-even if he were an angel from heaven there 
would be dissatisfaction. I think all the gentlemen who have succeeded Mr. Green at Coranderrk have 
been very much to be pitied. These blacks know very well that Mr. Green, years and years ago, came 
and sought them out when they were wandering about the country, brought' them together, gave them what 
amount of civilization they have got. They know it is due to him, and seeing that they trusted him and 
looked up to him as a friend. I can easily understand why they want him back. 

4281. You state that Mr. Green educated them-do you approve of educating half-castes ?-Cer-
tainly do, if you keep them there. 
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George A. Syme, 	 4282. What use would their education be if you keep them there-would you educate them with a 

25th N ov. 18 
continued, 

81. 
view to their mingling with the population outside ?-I do not understand the question-does it imply that 
they would be better not educated ? 

4283. There is a certain portion of evidence elicited as to whether it would be desirable to keep the 
half-castes on the station or draft them away to service. The question is, is it desirable to educate the half-
castes if they are to be kept as blacks ?-If you could get them drafted away it would be better. I do not 
say that the institution should be kept up for half-castes. 

4284. Would it not be better to draft them off when they are young than allow them to grow up 
to 17 or 18 ?-I dare say it would. 

4285. Should not the girls be taught household work on the station to fit them for outside work ? 
-Yes, of course, they should receive all the instruction they are capable of receiving. 

4286. You were once a member of the Central Board ?-Yes. 
4287. What were your reasons for resigning ?-I was a member of the Central Board for a while-

I resigned in connection with this very question. When I was first a member of the Board there was 
never any complaint made about the management of Coranderrk, there was never a word said about the 
management being defective-there was never a word said about the removal of the blacks on account of 
the inclemency of the climate. All at once a committee was appointed to go up and investigate the state 
of affairs at Coianderrk. The committee was appointed at a meeting at which I was not present. I was 
asked to join the committee, but not knowing any reason why there should be a committee, I declined. 
When the committee brought in the report I was astonished to find that there seemed to be an animus in 
the report. The animus was indicated by the trivial nature of some of the complaints ; indicated further 
by the readiness with which, when Mr. Green said he would like to be relieved, it was accepted as his 
resignation, and the eagerness to seize upon what some of the members seemed to consider an inconsistency. 
I could not see any inconsistency. I did not like to be involved at all in a thing of this sort-this com-
mittee seemed to me to have been appointed with the view of getting grounds of complaint against Mr. Green. 

4288. A fishing inquiry ?-A fishing inquiry. 
4289. That was a committee of your own Board ?-Yes ; many of the complaints that were brought 

up seemed to be trifling-such, for instance, as the complaint that he did not cultivate enough potatoes or 
cabbages ; if they had requested him to do so, he would have attended to their request. 

4290. Did you find the place improved at all after Mr. Green left ?-There have been many changes 
since he left. As to removing the station, we had just applied to the Government for £1,000 in order to 
commence the cultivation of hops, to erect a kiln, and bring water to the station ; and simple reference to 
that fact will show that, at that time, the Board could not have entertained the idea of removing the blacks. 
When I tried to get a reason that would satisfy my own mind in dealing with the report, I could not get a 
satisfactory one. I said, " Do you wish to remove Mr. Green ? "-the possibility of getting rid of him 
seemed to be entertained by some of the members. I said, " It is a great mistake." However, it came to 
this-they seemed bent upon the course- 

4291. He had not resigned then ?-No. They seemed bent upon a certain course which would lead 
to the removal of Mr. Green, and, perhaps, lead further. I could not get an amendment put-I could not 
get my protest recorded in the books. I was determined I would not be involved in a proceeding of that 
kind, and appear to be concurrent when I was really dissenting, and I resigned. 

4292. You were the only one who resigned ?-The only one-I was the only dissentient. 
4293. That was the end of the business ?-Yes, as far as I was concerned. 
4294. Do you know anything of the general management of the place, with reference to breeding 

cattle, and so on ?-No. 
4295. Were there any improvements made of late years on the place, such as erecting houses ?-

Yes, there were new houses built, and the hop grounds laid out, and the commencement of cultivation ; 
those kilns were erected, and the station, as I understand, was self-sustaining. 

4296. You do not know, of your own knowledge, whether the place was well managed ?-No, 
I cannot speak about the management since Mr. Green left. 

4297. Was Mr. Green many months in the year away from the station travelling ?-Yes. 
4298. Bonc 1 fide, he was not the resident manager there-only a part of his time he was there ?-

Only part of his time ; but there was Mrs. Green. 
4299. How was he employed otherwise ?-He used to inspect the stations. 
4300. He inspected all the stations as well as managed Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
4301. Did he also go collecting the blacks in the interior ?-Occasionally. 
4302. What was his salary ?-I could not say ; I think it was £300. 
4303. By Captain Page.-A great deal has been said about the blacks being led by kindness ; can 

you tell me how Mr. Green led them ?-By kindness. 
4304. Did you ever hear of his tying men up to a post and flogging them ?-I never heard of it. 
4305. Was he in the habit of sending for the police ?-I never heard of it. 

The witness withdrew. 

Edward Ball, 
25th Nov. 1881. 

Edward Ball sworn and examined. 

4306. Where do you reside ?-Richmond. 
4307. What are you ?-Contractor and valuator. 
4308. Do you know anything about the station at Coranderrk ?-A little ; I have been up there 

several times these last eight months. 
4309. Were you ever up there before P-No. 
4310. Your knowledge of it is during the last eight months ?-Yes. 
4311. How often have you been there ?-I have been, I think, somewhere about seven or eight 

times, I suppose. 
4312. What was your business there ?-I went up to see about a contract I had there. 
4313. What contract ?-For building a kitchen and out-offices, and afterwards some four-roomed 

houses. 
4314. Did you stay any nights there ?-I stayed there all night on two occasions, if not three. 
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4315. Had you any of the blacks employed on your contracts ?-Some of my men had them helping Edward Ball, 

	

-lending a hand to dig-but not by my instructions. 	 continued. 

4316. Were they paid ?-Not by me. 	
25th Nov. 1881. 

4317. They were volunteers ?-Yes. 
4318. Do you think the blacks were satisfied with their lot there ?-Yes, they appeared very 

satisfied indeed when I first went up. 
4319. That is since the deputation waited upon Mr. Berry ?-I could not say, I am sure. 
4320. You say at first they were satisfied-does that infer that they were not latterly ?-When 

I was up last there seemed some little trouble ; that was in October. When I first went up I went up to 
see the places where I had to put up the buildings. When I went up again I went to lay out the buildings. 
I took the occasion to take up the tracts and distribute them among the blacks. I spoke to them in the 
little chapel ; and, on a later occasion, I took up Mr. Charles Inglis, the Evangelist, and Mr. Walker, and 
they spoke both in the morning and in the evening. 

4321. Did they attend-were there many there ?-They attended very well indeed. 
4322. You say you were in the habit of visiting them ?-Yes ; I went round to them all, and some-

times I took my daughter with me. 
4323. Did they seem comfortable ?-Yes, very comfortable. I was rather surprised when I first 

went up-they seemed very happy and would do anything for me. 
4324. Did they complain to you at all that they were dissatisfied with the management or the treat-

ment they received ?-No, rather the reverse. I was surprised to see the cordial manner in which Mr. 
Strickland met them all, especially the little children ; he has been round with me. I went round to hear 
their little complaints and satisfied them. They would say the roof leaked, or something of that sort, and 
I stopped it for them. 

4325. Do you think Mr. Strickland was kind to the children ?-They appeared very fond of him. 
A gentleman said, "You would think they were his children, the way they come to him," even the little 
babies in arms. 

4326. Would you think he would thrash them brutally or severely ?--I should be very much 
surprised indeed. 

4327. You never saw anything of that kind ?-No, not the least in the world. 
4328. Did the mothers complain to you ?-No. I had, I might say, the confidence of every one 

there. 
4329. You cannot say how the rations are distributed among them ?-No. 
4330. Nor clothing ?-No. 
4331. Did they seem well clothed ?-Yes, they seemed very well clothed-there was only one thing 

I spoke about, that was in reference to the shoes of the little ones. I said to Mr. Strickland, "I suppose 
they would rather run about without shoes than with them ?" He said, " There is one little fellow, he got 
his shoes wet and put them to the fire and burnt them-that is how he is without them." 

4332. Do they look well fed ?-Yes, they look very well fed and healthy. I spoke to them all, 
every one of them ; they never complained to me. I also spoke to Mr. Harris about it. 

4333. Would you believe that they were so weak when you were there that they could not do half-
work, owing to being half-starved ?-No, I should not. I believe they would have done a day's work for 
me at any time. 

4334. Have you any knowledge as to whether the station is well worked or not ?-As a station ? 
4335. Yes ?-I could not say. I know a little about ground. I have started places in different 

parts of the colony for gentlemen, selected land and so on, but as regards the management of the station I 
never entered into it, I could not say. I know that I went round when I first went up. I said, " Whose 
is the stock on the station ?" Mr. Strickland said, " Some of it belongs to the blacks." I asked, " Are 
they allowed to keep stock ?" " Oh, yes," he said, " there is one," pointing to Punch, "who sold one last 
week for £30." I said that was a great encouragement to them to persevere, especially as they were allowed 
to run the horses on the place. 

4336. You say the houses were comfortable-did you see any furniture ?-I saw some. 
4337. Were all the houses furnished ?-No, not all ; what furniture they had they seemed to prefer 

to take out of the house and put in a bark hut. 
4338. Their furniture ?-Their blankets. 
4339. Was their bedding good ?-Yes. 
4340. Did you examine them-did you open the bed-clothes and examine them ?-No. 
4341. Is it not an exception to see furniture in the houses ?-No, not so far as I could say. I went 

round. I have had a great deal to do with the institutions here, and I thought it was very creditable. 
4342. Are you aware that those who possess furniture have had to purchase it with their own 

money ?-No, I made no inquiry about that. 
4343. Are you aware that if they want furniture they must buy it themselves ?-No, I am not. 

I went into some of the houses-I could not tell you the names-and I saw a vast improvement since 
I first went up. Four gentlemen went in with me the last time, and they said it was creditable to see those 
houses. It was the top house on the left-hand side ; I do not know the name of the owner. 

4344. Did you build the new cottages ?-I did. 
4345. Did you build the kitchen ?-I did. 
4346. Have you put a chimney to it ?-Yes. 
4347. To the kitchens in connection with the houses ?-No, only to the new ones. 
4348. Have they all got chimneys ?-No ; the two four-roomed houses I built have got chimneys 

in the kitchens. 
4349. Has Punch's house got a chimney ?-That is not a new four-roomed house ; there were two 

rooms added to his house. 
4350. You spoke of the little chapel ?-They call it the chapel. 
4351. When did you first commence building up there 	think about March or April. 
4352. All the improvements, I suppose, have been done by you ?-Since that time they have, the 

laying on of the water and everything. 
4353. They were all strangers to you when you went up there ?-Yes. 

COBANDILEIM 	 0 
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4354. You found that a kind word had great power with them ?-Yes, I believe they would do 
anything for me. 

4355. When you gained their confidence did they tell you they were in debt ?--No. I was led to 
believe there was work for them on the station, and by that means they could earn fair wages for their work. 

4356. What would you consider fair wages ; what would you be willing to give them for a fair 
hour's work. Are you aware that if the weather proves inclement they get no wages ?-Yes, I heard that. 

4357. You know they do not get paid if they do not work ?-Yes. 
4358. You are aware that if they cannot work they do not get paid ?-No, I did not know that. As 

to the climate, I know a gentleman who stayed there for a week, and his health improved very much 
indeed. 

4359. By Captain Page.-Do you pay your men when they cannot work ?-No. 
4360. By the Board.-You are aware that when the blacks cannot work in wet weather, the rations 

are served out all the same ?-Yes, I heard so. 

The witness withdrew. 

Michael Tevlin sworn and examined. 
Michael Tevlin, 	

4361. What are you ?-A constable stationed at Healesville. 25th Nov. 1881. 
4362. How long have you been there ?-Nearly six years. 
4363. Do you know Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
4364. Do you visit it often ?-It depends upon the nature of my duties. I go when I am sent for. 
4365. You do not go of your own accord P-No. 
4366. Have you been there often ?-Yes, very often. I generally patrol round that way. 
4367. Have you observed during that time if the blacks were well fed P-I have never noticed any 

want with them in that way-they generally look healthy and well-cared for. 
4368. Well clothed ?-Yes, I never saw them deficient in clothing 
4369. As well as the general laboring classes ?-They are when they have the taste to keep them-

selves clean, it depends very much upon their own habits the same as with white people. 
4370. Do you know how the station is managed ?-I have noticed there seems to be no regular 

system of management as far as agriculture is concerned. 
4371. How do the blacks behave-are they unruly ?-Their general character is good-they are 

very respectful to the law. 
4372. Have you often had to take them to Healesville during the time you have been there ?-I 

have taken a copy from the Case List Book of the Court, of the number of cases that have come before 
the Court during my time there. 

4373. Give the date and the number of the complaints ?-The first occasion was Mr. Ogilvie had 
John Webster up for illegally taking a horse, the property of the Aboriginal Board. Mr. Ogilvie was the 
manager of the station then. 

4374. Was he convicted ?-No, that case was dismissed. Mr. James Moore was summoned for 
purchasing a horse from John Webster ; that was the first case that came under my notice ; that was in 
February 1876. That was the only case in that year. In February 1877 I summoned an aboriginal named 
Martin Simpson for unlawfully lighting a fire in the open air. 

4375. Was it in the reserve?-No, away from the station, near the Yarra Flats-he was away from 
the station fishing. 

4376. Was he fined ?-No, cautioned and discharged ; Johnny Charles was with him on that 
occasion-both were discharged. 

4377. You summon white people under similar circumstances ?-Yes. The next case was April 
5th of the same year, William Briggs summoned William Barak for assault-no appearance of complainant; 
the case was struck out. 

4378. Was it a squabble between them ?-Yes. On May 7th of the same year I summoned James 
Egan for unlawful assault. 

4379. Upon whom ?-As far as I can remember this case, I believe it was upon Johnny Charles. 
They had a row among themselves. Johnny Charles was at the Court on the same day for a similar 
offence. They were both cautioned and discharged on paying 2s. 6d. costs. John Briggs was charged at 
the local Court on the same day for unlawfully obstructing and assaulting the local guardian. 

4380. Who was be ?-Mr. Halliday, I think. 
4381. Was he fined ?-He was confined in the lock-up for twenty-four hours. On the same day 

Dan Hall was in charge for being drunk and disorderly. 
4382. Where ?-On the station, I believe. 
4383. Is that not a private reserve ?-No ; the Bench have the power to make that a public place. 

On the same day James Barker was charged with a similar offence ; he had twenty-four hours in the 
lock-up. Johnny Phillips was up the same day ; he got twelve hours in the lock-up. 

4384. Were all those on the same day ?-Yes. 
4385. The manager sent for you on account of the row on the station ?-Yes. Caroline Morgan 

summoned her husband on the same day for an unlawful assault. No appearance. The case was struck 
out. I had a hawker, named Richard Kidd, up for supplying the aborigines with liquor. They had some 
drink on the station. That was at the hop-picking time. He was discharged. In May 1878 I had 
Tommy Banfield summoned for cruelty to a horse. He was fined 10s. and 2s. 6d. costs, or in default seven 
days. The fine was paid. 

4386. Was that in Mr. Strickland's time ?-I think in Mr. Halliday's time. 
4387. What did he do to the horse ?-The horse had a very sore back. He was riding it into the 

races at Healesville. On June 7th of the same year I summoned Mrs. Mallory for supplying an aboriginal 
with liquor. 

4388. Did you get a conviction ?-No ; the case was dismissed. On the same day James Edgar 
had Tommy Banfield summoned for threatening language. That case was dismissed. On October 25th 
of the same year I had John Briggs summoned for unlawfully assaulting Ellen Richards, an aboriginal. 
He got a month's imprisonment. I had on the same day Richard Bowen up, for exposing to view an 
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obscene representation, and William Briggs for drawing the representation. They were both cautioned and 
Michael TevIln, 

con 
No
tan e, discharged. On the same day Emily Hall bad her husband, Dan Hall, summoned for unlawfully assaulting 

25th v.1881. her ; he got three months for that. On the same day Mr. Halliday was summoned for unlawfully harboring 
an aboriginal known as Maggie Stone ; he was fined 5s. 

4389. A half-caste girl ?-More a quadroon. On November 26th of the same year I had Jimmy 
Buller summoned, the Queensland black, for drunk and riotous behaviour. He was sent to gaol for a 
month. On April 10th, 1879, Tommy Banfield was summoned for assaulting Alfred Morgan, and Alfred 
Morgan for assaulting Tommy Banfield. Both were ordered to be imprisoned for forty-eight hours. On 
the same day I had Dan Hall charged with damaging Government property. He was imprisoned for 
seven days. 

4390. Do you know the nature of the property ?-As far as I recollect, there was a gate with a 
chain, and a lock to secure the chain. They were in the habit of leaving the gate open, and the cattle 
used to get in and destroy the vegetables and orchard. 

4391. He was accused of breaking the lock ?-Yes. He was brought up as a matter of discipline. 
On the same day I had a man named A. G. Leslie for supplying liquor to the blacks. 

4392. What was he ?-He was there at the hop"-picking time ; he brought grog on to the station ; 
he was fined 5s. 

4393. That was a European ?-Yes. On February 14th of the same year I had Elizabeth Wilson 
summoned for supplying liquor to an aboriginal. 

4394. Who was she ?-She used to keep a wine store on the Lillydale road. Fined 20s. and 2s. 6d. 
costs. On June 16th I had George Wilson summoned for the same offence ; case dismissed. August 29th, 
Alfred Morgan was fined 20s., or seven days, for drunken and riotous behaviour. 

4395. Where did he appear drunk ?-I do not remember. 
4396. I thought the fine was £10 for a white person supplying an aboriginal with drink ?-That is 

the maximum. On August 29th I had Barfield summoned for supplying drink to an aboriginal ; fined 40s. 
or one month's imprisonment ; the fine was paid. 

4397. Was he a hawker ?--No, living in the locality ; the black was in the township ; he asked this 
man to get some drink for him, and he did so. On September 26th of the same year Buller was summoned 
for selling intoxicating liquor ; he was fined 40s., or seven days ; the fine was paid. On April 9th, 1880, 
M. Jefferson was summoned for supplying liquor to an aboriginal ; fined 5s. and 2s. 6d. costs. The next 
cases that appeared were on July 2nd, Mr. Strickland was complainant. John Charles, Alfred Davis, 
Alfred Morgan, John Briggs, and Alick Campbell were charged with obstructing complainant in the 
execution of his duty. 

4398. Can you give us an idea of the case ?-I cannot recollect now. 
4399. Was it in connection with the beating of the boy Phinnamore ?-I scarcely think it was the 

same time. 

4400. Were they fined ?-Case against Charles dismissed ; Davis fined 20s. ; case against Morgan 
dismissed ; Briggs fined 20s. ; case against Campbell dismissed. 

4401. Can you give us any idea of the nature of the evidence ?-No, I did not take any further 
notice of them. On October 22nd of last year, Martin Mardey was summoned for supplying drink to an 
aboriginal ; fined 20s. or forty-eight hours. 

4402. This year the only case that has come before the Bench at Healesville was in January last, 
the 14th, Daniel Cameron was summoned for supplying drink to an aboriginal ; case dismissed. There 
was one case that I have omitted to put down here, it was a man named Pompey. I arrested him nearly 
two years ago for stealing a horse in the Western District. I arrested him at Healesville and he got two 
years' imprisonment. Since then he came back. 

4403. Coranderrk and Healesville are pretty equal in number are they not ?-I dare say they 
would be. 

4404. Do you think lawbreaking is more common among the blacks than among the whites ?-I do 
not think there is much difference between them. If the blacks get drink among them they are very bad. 

4405. You think that is the great cause of it ?-Yes. 
4406. Are the blacks improving in their conduct and behaviour ?-Yes ; there have never been less 

complaints than during the last twelve months. 
4407. You know a good deal about the blacks ?-I have been a good deal amongst them. 
4408. Do you find them obedient to the law ?-Yes, when a person has authority to speak to them. 

They are liable to be indifferent to a person who has no authority. 
4409. Do they complain to you about anything ?-No, if at all very seldom. 
4410. Do they complain to you about not getting enough food ?-No, I do not remember. 
4411. Do they seem as contented now as when you first went to Healesville ?-Scarcely. I notice 

when these inquiries are going on there is a feeling of discontent among them ; it has a tendency to make 
them discontented. 

4412. They do not want any foreign people to work on the station ?-There is a general feeling of 
discontent amongst them when there is any trouble crops up like this-they are more dissatisfied the more 
the inquiries go on. 

4413. Are you aware that the station is not fenced in ?-The greater portion of it is not fenced. 
4414. Open to all the cattle of the neighborhood ?-Quite a commonage. 
4415. Is there a common besides that ?-There has been a common quite recently, but it has passed 

out of the hands of the people who were looking after it ; there is any amount of open country about. 
4416. Is the Government land on the Dairy station fenced in ?-Dalry station is not fenced in. 
4417. Does that join Coranderrk ?-Yes, it runs up to the Don. 
4418. There is no inducement for the Crown tenant to expend money in fencing when he merely 

rents the land from year to year ?-I believe not. 
4419. Would you consider it good management to own an estate for twenty years and not have it 

fenced in ?-No, I would not consider it so. 
4420. Do you know if the cattle of the Coranderrk station wander away from the station ?-I find 

them when I go up the Don-it is all open country-they mix with the other cattle of Mr. Mitchell and 
other people in the district. 
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4421. The Coranderrk cattle go about on other people's land as well as other people's cattle coming 
on their land ?-They have free access to all the land about, there is no distinction. I have seen Coran-

derrk cattle a good distance away from the station. 
4422. Are you in the habit of visiting the huts at Coranderrk ?-I frequently go in there-it 

depends upon the nature of my duty. 
4423. Do you know how the rations are distributed ?-No. 
4424. Nor the clothing ?-No. 
4425. Do they look in appearance as well as they did six years ago ?-They do. 
4426. Have you as much sickness there ?-Not at present. They pine away, and get moping about. 

You will always find in a population of 120, or 130 people, somebody ailing. 
4427. Do you think they would be improved if they were moved further away from liquor ?-No 

doubt drink is at the bottom of any mischief. 
4428. That drink is brought to them, or how do they get it ?-They are very artful about it ; they 

will not get the drink in the township. Some of them are so white that they are regarded as whites, and 
they get a drink and go home quietly ; but they have no means of coming and getting drunk ; nor will the 
Europeans supply them with drink generally, but when the hop-pickers are about they are most artful in 

asking people to go and get drink for them. 
4429. Do you think the publican is too leniently dealt with in being fined 5s. ?-That is in the 

discretion of the Bench. In the case of Leslie, he was just out from England. He was up there picking 
hops. He explained to the Bench that he did not understand the nature of his offence. 

4430. Two pounds seems to be the highest fine inflicted ?-Yes. 
4431. There was never any one brought twice before the Bench for supplying them with liquor ?- 

No. 
4432. A husband and wife appear to be summoned here ?-They were not married then. They 

are both dead now. At the time of the cases when Hall and Morgan were summoned, they very often 
caused rows from some private feud amongst those two, and there is also a very bad feeling between the 

blacks and half-castes. 
4433. The real blacks regard the half-castes as intruders ?-They do. 
4434. The half-castes look down upon the blacks ?-No, I do not think so. 
4435. Do not you think it is bad for the station to allow a lot of people to come and pick hops ?-

It is a matter of necessity ; there is great caution used to keep them from mixing with the blacks, in fact 
they sometimes give them separate parts of the field to pick in. 

4436. Have you any knowledge of how long it is since whites were required to pick hops ?-One 
year Chinamen were taken there, a large number of Chinamen. 

4437. The hops used to be picked without any necessity for white labor ?-Not during my time. 
4438. It is a bad thing to have the whites there ?-It is ; as the hop grounds are extending all the 

inferior class of laborers are coming, and it is undesirable. 

The witness withdrew. 

T. W. Doherty, 
25th Nov. 1881. 

James Wroe, 
25th Nov. 1881. 

T. W. Doherty sworn and examined. 

4439. What firm do you represent ?-Robertson and Moffatt. 
4440. Will you give your opinion on these samples [handing certain samples to the witness] ?-Not 

on winceys ; I could not pass an opinion on those. 

The witness withdrew. 

James Wroe sworn and examined. 

4441. What firm do you represent ?-G. S. Brown and Co. 
4442. Are you a judge of winceys ?-I am. 
4443. Will you look at these samples and examine , them [handing some samples to the witness]? 

-[ The witness inspected the same]. 
The price depends upon the width in nearly every case. This sample 

would be about lop. a yard. 
4444. At what width ?-About 28 inches. [The price marked on the sample was 91d.] 

4445. Supposing you were dealing with this'stuff in a wholesale way, and only a dozen or 20 or 40 
yards was required, would you charge anything more ?-By taking a piece for a charitable institution we 

make a concession upon the ordinary retailing price. This 
sample-[inspecting another]-is not so good. 

I should say there would be 2d. a yard difference between those two. [ 
The sample was marked 6d.] 

4446. Is this class of goods dearer now than it used to be ?-At certain seasons of the year they 

fluctuate with the markets ; sometimes they are dearer than at others. 
4447. You are speaking of the present price ?-Yes. This-[another sample]-is what we call 

Aberdeen wincey. It contains wool twisted much tighter than the others. That I should put down to 

be worth, in the wide width, about 15d. or 16d. a yard. 
4448. How many inches wide would that be ?-What we call 30-inch width-[sample marked Is.]. 

The scarlet winceys vary very much in width, but this, if of the medium width of 27 inches, would be 17d. 

a yard [sample marked ls. 3d.]. 
4449. Do they not run broader than that ?-Yes, 30 and 32 inches. If it is a yard wide it would 

be more money in proportion. 
The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned to Thursday next, at ten o'clock. 
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THURSDAY, 1sT DECEMBER 1881. 

Present : 
E. H. CAMERON, Esq., M.L.A., in the Chair ; 

J. C. Steel, Esq., J.P., 	 T. Embling, Esq., M.D., J.P., 
Mrs. Bon. 

Honorable R. Richardson, M.L.A., sworn and examined. 
4450. Do you know Coranderrk station ?—Yes, I know Coranderrk. 
4451. Have you been there ?—Yes, I have. 
4452. Often ?—Twice. 
4453. How long ago is it since you first went there ?—I could not tell you ; it is some time ago 

since I was there on the first occasion. The last occasion, I think, was in December or January (I don't 
know which) of last year or this. 

4454. Were you any length of time there ?—I had a look about the place. 
4455. Saw the blacks ?—Some of them and some of the whites. 
4456. In what condition did you find the blacks ?—To what do you refer ? 
4457. Did they appear to be well fed ?—It was holiday time when I was there ; the number present 

was limited, especially of the male sex. I think, as far as I remember, they looked healthy—the men and 
the boys. I saw a number of the women and some of the children. Some of them seemed to be attending 
to their domestic duties, and, as I thought, were making the best of the circumstances in which they were ; 
but the circumstances in which they were were not very favorable. 

4458. Will you describe those ?—The conveniences they had were very limited. Some of the huts 
were very bad. There were a few new huts that had been recently built, but the inside arrangements were 
not what they should be, in my opinion, to encourage cleanly and domestic habits. I think that was the 
impression left on my mind from looking at the huts. I went into several of the huts with Mr. Strickland. 
The place appeared to be very much a wreck. I went into the hop kiln and the buildings connected with 
it, and they appeared to be neglected, I think. In a portion of the hop kiln there were a quantity of 
potatoes ; whether they were refuse or not at this moment I cannot say ; but Mr. Strickland said they were 
kept there because it was a good place to keep them. My attention was particularly directed to the state 
of the buildings near the school and near Mr. Strickland's house—the kitchen—where I was informed they 
cooked, and I think I saw two portions of camp-ovens—remnants of camp-ovens. All the lower portion of 
the kitchen was all gone, and I am not sure whether there were two pigs or a pig and a calf, but the lower 
portion of the palling was broken off. There was a fireplace standing where they appeared to be doing 
cooking, but there was no cooking going on at the time I was there ; it was holiday time. I was there 
about, I think, nine o'clock in the morning, and Mr. Strickland was not up when I got there. I examined 
the store-house where the food was kept. There were two or three bags of potatoes in the store, some tea, 
and some sugar, and a number of other things usually kept there, and the place appeared to me to be quite 
unwholesome—the smell was musty ; it had that peculiarly unhealthy smell which always follows decom-
posed matter. At that season I suppose the potatoes were not so well kept as they would be at a cold time 
of the year. The ventilation was not good. I consider the place was in quite an unfit condition to keep 
the food of any person in. 

4459. The potatoes were old ?—Yes. The tea and the sugar indicated that there was great care-
lessness in the way in which it was dealt out. It reminded me very much of when you have men and boys 
about a place, and a boy goes to get a feed of oats for a horse and he scatters them all about. It had that 
appearance. I examined the books and the roll in the school. I saw the teacher and had a conversation 
with him. I thought the children were not well taught. I had not an opportunity of judging what the 
capacity of the children was, but I was given to understand that the children could learn as well as children 
generally do ; but the conversation I had with the teacher convinced me that the school ought to be under 
the Education Department, and that there ought to be exacted from the school results in the same way as 
they are from schools outside. I saw some of the girls cleaning up the place—cleaning out the schoolroom. 
They appeared to be doing their work very well. I had some conversation with one apart from Mr. 
Strickland, and she expressed great dissatisfaction with the way in which they were treated, but the 
particulars have gone from me. I know it was an expression of dissatisfaction. The place presented a 
very dirty appearance generally. 

4460. Did you find that dissatisfaction general ?—I had not an opportunity of conversing with any 
of them—only in Mr. Strickland's presence. I asked a number of questions and there was some hesitancy 
on the part of those I asked to give information before Mr. Strickland. On two occasions I asked two of 
the women—one had two children and another I think had three—one was a baby. Her husband was 
dead ; I forget the names. They complained of a want of convenience in their places, and a want of the 
necessary things to keep their houses right. I saw one elderly woman—when we went in she did not 
expect us and we caught her smoking—still she had a very clean tidy place so far as she had convenience 
to do it. Inside I remember just now that the place presented a very dirty appearance generally; and, 
standing in those cottages, you commanded a view of nearly the whole of the water-closets all down the hill, 
at least a great number of them. They are built two and two together, double. Here is one standing here 
and another there [describing the position] in most cases. I do not remember a single case where the doors 
were on those closets—there may have been, but I do not think I saw one. The doors were both off, and 
persons sitting there could be seen from the cottages above. They could be conversing while they were 
sitting there. I made some inquiry as to a restriction as to whether boys and girls or men and women went 
to those places together or whether there was a water-closet where the women could go without the men 
seeing. I found there was no such restriction. I was very much impressed with the entire want of 
management, and felt that the management was only calculated to encourage indecencies of all kinds. 

4461. And demoralization :—Yes. There appeared to be no restriction whatever. The manage-
ment appeared to be excessively bad. My visit was only a short visit, and what I have described is what 
came under my observation. 

4462. Whether you were there a long or short time, the closets were there ?—Yes. I felt dis-
gusted with the whole appearance of the place. 

Honorable 
R. Richardson, 

M.L.A„ 
1st Dec. 1881. 
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Honorable 	 4463. Were the hops growing ?—Yes. I was in the hop garden too. They presented a very 
R. Richard son, 

M.L.A., 	healthy appearance, and appeared as if they had been attended to. They were clean. I was also in 
continued, Mr. Strickland's garden. That was well kept, and had vegetables in it. I made some inquiry about how 1st Dec. 1881. 

the food was distributed. One man (I think it was only one man I spoke to on that point) complained that 
the food was not sufficient for them, that they did not get animal food sufficient. With the exception of 
potatoes, I certainly saw nothing on the place that I would judge to be sufficient for the large number of 
inhabitants there. The vegetables growing were growing very well. 

4464. Was there a good quantity of them ?—No, the quantity was limited. It was just such a.  
garden as you would have about your own place, without providing for anybody else. 

4465. There was no public garden for vegetables—that was in Mr. Strickland's garden ?—Yes. 
I think in connection with one or two of the huts I was shown where they had gardens. Mr. Strickland 
told me the blacks had an opportunity, if they would, of cultivating pieces of ground for themselves. 

4466. Did he not tell you, if their time was taken up in cultivating gardens they would receive no 
wages to buy meat ?—I think he did, but the exact particulars have gone from me. I asked him some 
questions about the wages—how they were paid—how they were kept—how the rations were served out—
and he gave me some particulars. 

4467. Whom do you consider is responsible for all this bad management ?—Fixing the responsibility 
is a very difficult thing. Without fully going into that, I would hesitate to fix the responsibility unless 
I inquired into it, as the Board is inquiring into it, but I have no doubt the management is bad. I should 
consider the Board is responsible for the bad management ; still, although I do not know what Mr. Strick- 
land's duties were, I thought I would see that the place was better managed, or I would not be there. 

4468. Do you know what instructions he gets ?—No. 
4469. Did you notice that too many were huddled up together in one sleeping apartment ?—The 

sleeping apartments in all cases were bad. The blacks themselves complained of that. 
4470. Did Mr. Strickland tell you what his duties were defined to be ?—No, he appeared to be 

anxious not to tell. There were three of us present. At first Mr. Strickland was offensive. I did what 
I thought was a very natural thing for any person going to a place of that kind—I began to ask questions. 
Mr. Strickland was not up when we went there ; I had a conversation with a man that appeared to be 
doing something on the farm. When Mr. Strickland came I told him that we were from Melbourne, and if 
he had no objections I desired to have a look about the place. He took us round. I began to ask questions 
—" Would not it be better to do so-and-so ? " He appeared to think we belonged to the Press, and had 
come to make inquiries, the results of which might be made known to the public ; and he said, if we came 
there to find fault in that way, we might please ourselves about it. It was said in a most offensive tone, 
until I explained to him that we were simply asking for information—that we would be glad to get it ; it 
was a public matter, and had excited public attention and had excited our curiosity. 

4471. You did not tell him who you were ?—No. 
4472. And if persons were continually going and asking questions, would you not think it rather 

peculiar ?—I was always taught that civility was a cheap commodity. 
4473. Did he learn before you left who you were ?—The questions we asked were not offensively 

asked ; they were only such questions as you could reasonably ask any man in a public capacity. They 
were only questions which any man should be prepared to answer, and answer with civility. 

4474. You say you were going round—he must have lost some time going round with you ?—If you 
go to a railway station and ask a porter a question and he answers uncivilly, you would report him ; and 
Mr. Strickland was in the same position as any other public servant. 

4475. Did he appear desirous not to give you any information ?—He appeared determined not to. 
give us any information. 

4476. What objection did you find with the kiln ?—The dilapidated condition. 
4477. From what you saw of the place, were you induced to think there was any inspector over 

Mr. Strickland to look after the management ?—I knew Captain Page, representing the Board, visited the 
place ; I asked him that—he told me that. I judged that the interval that must necessarily take place 
between one visit and another must be so great that the inspection must be only casual, as it were. 

4478. You simply found the place not well managed ?—In my opinion. 
4479. Did it appear to be managed without any regard to economy ?—There appeared to be no 

system. My visit was not such that I could judge much of the economy, excepting in the matter of the 
kiln and the surroundings which were in a dilapidated condition, when a very little labor would have 
kept them together. The doors of the closets were all broken open and destroyed, when a hammer and a 
few nails would have kept them together. 

4480. Did you observe that the children were without shoes and stockings ?—I think some of the 
boys and girls were without shoes and stockings. 

4481. Supposing Mr. Strickland had no instructions at all, would the condition of affairs then be 
what it is now ?—It never struck me to look at it from that point. I could hardly conceive that 
Mr. Strickland could be there without instructions. 

4482. Can you say from your own knowledge that the children were not possessed of shoes and 
stockings ?—No, I could not say that. 

4483. From what you saw of the children would not you think they would grow up into men and 
women ?—They appeared to be as strong and healthy as ordinary children—indeed they appeared to be 
more robust than some of the children. I remarked it was a most extraordinary thing, that after they 
grew up they fell away and died off. 

4484. Medical men have stated that the shoeless condition is the cause of that, that they contract 
complaints which settle on their chests ?—I have seen children in my country going constantly without 
shoes and stockings and yet they grow up healthy. 

4485. As an observer, do you think it would be advisable to encourage the half-castes to go out to 
service ?—I think any of them, half-castes or blacks, that were fitted to go to service would be better in 
an ordinary family of the country than where they are with Mr. Strickland, or with the management as I 
saw it. 

4486. With any management ?—I think if they could be pushed off into society entirely, it would 
be an advantage to them. 
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4487. To make a living for themselves ?—Yes, that is my opinion. The way I look at the 
Coranderrk station and the natives there is this. Looking at it from my point I would hardly think it 
wise to isolate them from society, but they should have a place that would be a home for them, and when 
permitted to go out into society, there are various contingencies that would prevent them remaining there. 
They might wish to make a change, and it requires a great deal of self-reliance if they have not some 
place they can fall back upon. I have always thought that those places should be made a home for the 
blacks, and made attractive to them. 

4188. Do you think it would be advisable to allow them to go when they liked and where they 
liked, and spend their earnings how they liked ?—That is a matter of discipline. All discipline is the 
result of training. If you are to have the blacks of this country disciplined you must train them. What 
I saw that day showed me there was an utter absence of training. It was the utter absence of training. 
It was the absence of training that struck me. When I breed horses I train them for the work that I have 
to apply them to afterwards. That is the remark that I made when leaving the station. Those people are 
not cared for so much as the horses we use doing our ordinary work. They are not trained, and the whole 
of their lives must be spoiled for want of that training of themselves. 

4489. Do you not think that it is of great importance that the half-castes should be educated with 
the notion that they must go out into the world, and make that a home for the blacks alone ?—I think that 
they should be educated to see that it would be an advantage to them in every way not to continue an 
isolated people. 

4490. Do you think it possible to carry out that discipline with a people who know that no white 
man has any power over them whatever ?—That is hardly a matter of evidence. I think there might be 
control somewhere. 

4491. Do you think the man being there could by kindness and firmness not bring them into discipline? 
—I think so. From the manner in which Mr. Strickland received us I think he is not the kind of man 
who would do that. It is only fair to say he showed there was no repugnance on his part to the black 
children. There was a little black child naked sitting on the doorstep, and he took the child up and 
fondled it. I think experience shows it requires peculiar tact for that position. From remarks that fell 
from Mr. Strickland I was inclined to think he went there as a clergyman only. In speaking of the hop 
gardens, I have seen most of the hop country in England, and have paid some attention to it, and not for 
the sake of finding fault, but in order that I might for my satisfaction compare the growing of hops in 
the country with the growing of hops in England, I asked him some questions. He said, "I leave all 
that for the farm manager." I was impressed with the idea that Mr. Strickland was there as a clergyman. 
I enquired how often they held worship—how many of them attended, and all that kind of thing. 

4492. Did he tell you how many children had been baptised ?—He did tell me, but I forget now. 
I know there had been a marriage a few weeks before I had been there. He told me about that ceremony. 
Perhaps it was those two statements that caused me to think he went there as a clergyman. 

4493. The impression on your mind was that he simply went there as a clergyman ?—That was the 
impression on my mind. 

4494. Here is a list of forty-four unbaptised young people ?—Their ages vary from two months to 
twenty-one years of age ?—The details have escaped my memory. 

4495. How many members has he prepared for the church ?—I could not answer that. I did ask 
some questions about the particular form of worship. 

4496. Does he belong to the Church of England ?—I think he said so. 
4497. The Church of England believes in infant baptism ?—I believe so. 
4498. Did you speak to the schoolmaster as well when you found the education bad ?—I did. I 

asked him what his qualifications were. He said he was a duly-qualified teacher. I asked him if be had 
passed the examination. He said, " Yes." I made inquiries as to what examination. I said, " You have 
not a license to teach, or a certificate." He said, " No, he was examined by a clergyman," from which I 
inferred he must have been appointed before the passing of the Act. 

4499. That is Mr. Deans ?—Yes. 
4500. By Captain Page.—Did Mr. Strickland ask you your names when you went there ?—No. 
4501. Do you think he would be justified in going about with strangers who refused to give their 

names ?—You infer that we refused to give our names ? 
4502. That is what he told me ?—That is not true. As a matter of fact when we went there Mr. 

Strickland was not out. 

4503. Not out or not up ?—I was informed he was not up, but my statement is he was not out. He gave 
a reason—there had been a party there the night before, and they had been very late going to bed. Without 
stating who we were, I asked Mr. Strickland if we could see round just as I have stated in my evidence, 
but Mr. Strickland did not ask me who we were then, but after we had been out and gone into the school and 
returned, and were in his garden, he then asked if we would enter our names in the book. We said " No." 
He asked us, two or three times, if we would enter our names in the visiting book, and without refusing or 
consenting we allowed it to pass. He asked me ultimately, after my two companions were outside, if I would 
enter my name. I said, " No," my friends were outside. They did not desire to do it, and I did not want 
to do it. He asked me then what was my name. I said it was a matter of no importance as to our names. 
It is not a question pertinent to the matter. We did not refuse because we were never asked. 

4504. Are you aware the State School Inspector visits the school ?—I was informed the State 
School Inspector had been there a long time before, and had made some record, but the books could not be 
found. They were with Captain Page, we were informed. 

4505. Have you had any experience of half-caste girls going to service ?—Yes. 
4506. What was the result ?—Excellent. I have an acquaintance with Mr. Parker, who had the 

black station at Mount Franklin. I think I could find you not only half-castes but blacks who were 
excellent servants, and conducted business on their own behalf very well. There was a man who had a 
farm there whom I used to buy hay from. He conducted business with great propriety—a considerable 
business. The names of the half-castes I could not give you, but I have a distinct recollection of their 
being engaged as servants and giving great satisfaction. My experience is not personal. 

4507. How long were you on the station altogether ?—I could not tell how long—perhaps an hour 
and a half, or perhaps a little more ; I could not answer. I stayed at Healesville all night. I left 
Healesville about eight in the morning and returned to Healesville about half-past eleven. 

Honorable 
R. Richardson, 

M.L.A., 
continued, 

1st Dec. 1881. 

I 
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Honorable 	 4508. By the Board.—Do you think you express the views of your two friends as well as your 
R. Richardson, own ?—I could not answer for that. I should rather have them answer for themselves. I think I do. 

L. A., 
amtinued, 	 4509. Did you talk about it afterwards ?—Yes ; I had a conversation with Mr. Vale about it this 

1st Dec. 1881. morning. 
4510. You have had some tolerable knowledge of the blacks in the old days ?—In the time of Mr. 

Parker ; I was well acquainted with him, and sometimes attended at Mount Franklin when he conducted 
worship. 

4511. You consider the blacks are not beyond the reach of being civilized ?—I have known them 
quite equal to a Scotchman in conducting business. 

4512. Do you think a station like that—so near to Melbourne—would be so well managed as a 
station further from town ?—Whenever you get near a centre of population the temptation is increased in 
that ratio, but I should think that station is sufficiently far from any place to keep the blacks from all 
unreasonable temptations. 

4513. Do you know the blacks bear a remarkably good average in comparison with the whites at 
Healesville. In one year there were nineteen whites and only two blacks summoned ?—I had a conversation 
with a publican in Healesville, and a gentleman came to me while I was there who had some knowledge of 
me. He had been staying at Healesville three or four weeks. When he knew where I was going he 
began to discuss that question with me. He gave me to understand that the blacks would go to Healesville 
and would return without going near public-houses unless they were taken there by some of the white people. 

4514. Did you enquire into the moral condition of the people ?—I did; but the particular information 
I had is gone from me. This man I spoke of related to me some case that had been heard before a bench 
of magistrates some short time previous. I may say I made notes of all that took place, it did not occur to 
me to bring them or I could have refreshed my memory with them which would have given me the 
particulars you now ask. 

4515. Supposing Mr. Strickland stated there has been no immorality for years past, is the impression 
on your mind in favor of that statement ?—I remarked, after we left, that if there was not immorality, the 
circumstances surrounding the whole place had a tendency to induce it. 

4516. Mr. Strickland referred to the fact that there was no illegitimate child born there ?—There 
was one suspicious case that Mr. Strickland pointed out to me. There was one woman into whose house 
he took me—I saw the woman was pregnant, I asked him some questions and he told me her husband was 
dead. I made some inquiry as to how long the husband had been dead, and judging by the appearance of 
the woman, the child that she was then carrying could not have been her husband's ; it was a suspicious case. 

The witness withdrew. 

I 

4 

pinici 

Robert Hicks, 
1st Dec. 1881. 

Mr. Banks was called in. 

Robert Hicks sworn and examined. 

4517. Are you a judge of these articles [handing some samples to the witness] ?—Yes ; but I may 
say I must decline tc• express an opinion upon any goods supplied by any firm in Melbourne. I understood 
I was called to give an opinion upon our contract with the Government. If you want any information upon 
that I shall be pleased to give it to you, but I do not want to pronounce an opinion upon these articles at 
all. This is the schedule of the prices at which we supply the different departments with goods [producing 
the same]. Years ago we supplied the aborigines under this contract. I have sent up samples of the 
different lines in this schedule which you can see and judge for yourselves. 

4518. Can you inform us as to the usual course of supplying the departments—are they supplied by 
contract ?—Yes, by annual contract ; the samples are with the general storekeeper at the Treasury, and 
tenders are invited for the year's supply to those samples. We tender for those samples, and those are the 
prices accepted. 

4519. Do you know anything about the prices for which Messrs. Banks Brothers supply the 
aboriginal stations ?—I do not. 

4520. The prices of the goods supplied by you are in that schedule ?—Yes. 
4521. The Government supply you with the samples ?—They have samples and invite tenders 

publicly in the newspapers. 
4522. So that the whole trade can tender ?—Yes. 
4523. Does the trade regard that as a fair system ?—There is no question about it. 
4524. Do you in any one instance, without fresh tendering, continue to supply those things for more 

than twelve months ?—No, it ends on the 30th June. 
4525. Did you find any difficulty, when you had the contract, in supplying Coranderrk ?—Not the 

slightest. 
4526. Do you think the trade is fairly dealt with by the contract system not being continued ?-

I could not say. 
4527. How did you lose the contract ?—We did not get the orders as usual, for what reason I do 

not know. That was when the new management came in. 
4528. By Captain Page.—Were any complaints made about the clothing ?—Not that I am aware 

of. We supply the gaols and lunatic asylums, and they give the clothes as hard wearing as the blacks. 
4529. By the Board.—Are you in the habit of giving commission or discount ?—No. 
4530. By Captain Page.—Would this statement in the Twelfth Report of the Central Board be 

true :—" Both Mr. and Mrs. Spieseke are also of opinion that the slops sent up by the Board are inferior 
and dear, and that it would be a better plan to send up the different kinds of clothing in the piece, to be 
made up by the women on the station. We think a saving might be made by purchasing these slop 
materials from a wholesale Manchester warehouse rather than from a Collins street tradesman " ?—That is 
their opinion ; they may be right or wrong ; but they are wrong about their being purchased from a Collins 
street tradesman, because it was under contract. 

The Board.—Was Mr. Spieseke the only one who complained of the quality of the goods ? 
Captain Page.—I could not tell you just now. 

The witness withdrew. 
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William Hitchcock sworn and examined. 
4531. What are you ?-A softgoods broker. 
4532. Living in Melbourne ?-Yes. 

4533. Are you a judge of all kinds of soft goods ?-Yes ; principally piece goods I have most to do with. 

4534. What do you call this sample-[handing the same to the witness] ?-Aberdeen wincey. 
4535. Is it all one width ?-Generally from 28 to 32 inches. 
4536. Is that good material ?-Very good material. 
4537. What is the price of that 29} or 30 inches wide ?-Sold from the shop or the warehouse ? 
4538. Wholesale ?-From the warehouse to the shop-keeper ? 
4539. To the Government ?-That is about the same, I suppose, as a shop-keeper. Of course, if 

you buy two pieces you would pay more than if you bought a hundred pieces. I should think this would 
be worth from 14d. to 16d. a yard. It would not be all that color. You would have to see several 
colors to tell the value of the wincey throughout.--[ The sample was found to be marked 134d.] 

4540. What would that be in the shop ?-The drapers generally put about from 25 to 30 per cent. 
on what they pay in the warehouse. 

4541. What should be the price of that article-[a scarlet skirting]-at 38 inches wide ?-This is 
a pretty good one, worth about 2s. a yard at 38 inches wide.-[ Sample found to be marked 22id.] 

4542. What is the value of this sample--[handing the same to the witness]-supposing it to be 
30 inches wide ?-It is a line not very much sold. I should think from 10d. to Is. a yard. It would 
depend upon the color. It is a black wincey, which is very rarely used, except of a better quality than 
this. I should say about 10d. or Is. a yard for this sample. If there was more of it to look at I could fix 
it better. If you bought it at 10d. you would get it cheap.-[Sample marked nd.] 4543. This-[producing another sample]-is also 30 inches ?-That is a much better wincey than 
the other. These winceys are sometimes sold at very different prices. I have sold one like this for 20d. 
a yard, and I have seen it sold as low as 15d. 

4544. Speak of the present market ?-I have not sold any of this lately-that cloth is cheap at 
anything between 12d. and 15d. ; you could not get it made by any manufacturer in England under 1s. 

4545. Is there any duty on that ?-7i per cent. on that. I say it is worth 15d. [Sample marked 12id.] 
4546. What is the price of these blankets [handing a sample to the witness] ?-This is a 10-

blanket-this blanket would cost at home about 17d. a pound ; there are seven pounds in a pair. 
4547. What is it worth here ?-The duty is 22 per cent. ; it is worth about 16s. or 16s. 6d. ; if it 

is sold very cheap it may be a little less. There is no exact price, it depends upon the state of the market 
and the quantity the man buys. 

4548. What proportion of cotton is in it ?-About one-third cotton. 
4549. Not more ?-Not more. [ The sample was marked 15s. 6d.] 
4550. What is the price of this sample [handing a sample of flannel to the witness] ?-That is 

about 29 inches wide. I think it is worth about 1 s. 6d. a yard. [ The sample was marked Is. 61d.] 
4551. By Captain Page.-Is that what you would call a flimsy article ?-Not at all, it is a very 

good flannel. 
4552. This is another flannel [handing the same to the witness] what is the price of that ?-I think 

about 16d. 
4553. Not as good as the other ?-I do not think so. 
4554. Is it made in this country ?-No. [ The sample was marked ls. 4d.] 
4555. What is this article ?-This is serge worth about ls. 9d. a yard at that width. [The sample 

was marked ls. 8id.] 
4556. Here is some calico [handing the same to the witness]. What is the price of that ?-About sid. to 7d. a yard. [The sample is marked sid.] 
4557. What is this moleskin worth ?-About ls. 9d. [Sample marked 2s. 4d.] 
4558. What is this shirting worth [handing a sample to the witness]?-About 8d. a yard. 

[Sample marked 7id.] 
4559. What is this sample worth-[handing the same to the witness] ?-This is a blue-lined checked 

shirting, worth about 6d. a yard.-[ The sample was marked 84d.] 
4560. What is this ?-Linen tick, worth about 1s. 2d.-[ The sample was marked ls. sid.] 
4561. What is this sample ?-Towelling huckaback, worth about 10d. a yard.-[ The sample was 

marked qd.] 
4562. What are these moleskin trousers worth-these are size 5-[handing the same to the witness] ? 

-I think these are worth 6s. a pair.-[Marked 7s.] 
4563. What is this shirt worth ?-This is a special thing, made to order-I never saw a thing like 

that before. It is made of Baltic serge. 
4564. You were here by Captain Page's request ?-Yes. 

The witness withdrew. 

W. Hitchcock, 
lot Dec. 1881. 

George Warman sworn and examined. 
4565. What are you ?-I am a warehouseman in the boot department of Messrs. Banks and Company. George Warman, 
4566. Do you remember Mrs. Bon bringing one of the aborigines to your establishment for boots ?- 1st Dec. 1881.  

I remember a lady and two aboriginals. 
4567. How long ago ?-I could hardly say. 
4568. Can you say within a month ?-I believe it was a good many months ago ; I could not say 

the date. 
4569. How do you remember that two blacks came ?-We very seldom have blacks in the place. 
4570. What did you sell them ?-Some blucher boots. 

„) 4571. How many pairs ?-A pair to each man. 	 VOJOAO  

4572. Would you know the men again ?-No, I should not. vn To ,\;) 
4573. Had they boots on when they came in ?-I believe theylhad canvas shoes on. 
4574. What condition were they in ?-Very fair. 

CC/RAI/DEBBIE. 



114 

George Warman, 
continued, 

1st Dec. 1881. 

4575. What is the price of your boots P-1 could not say-we have them from 6s. 9d. to 8s. 6d. 
4576. Of that description ?-Of that description. 
4577. Could you identify the lady ?-No ; they were brought down by Mr. Banks, and asked to be 

supplied with those boots. 
4578. Was the black a small man or a large man ?-To the best of my belief they were two tall men. 
4579. You are quite sure there were two ?-To the best of my belief there were two. 
4580. Did they put the boots on and go out with them ?-They tried them on first, and I did them 

up in a parcel, and they went away with them. 
4581. There was only one man supplied with boots ?-There were two pairs. 
4582. How can you remember that, if you do not remember their faces ?-I have a great number of 

people in during the year ; I cannot remember every face that comes into the place. I could not tell you, 
unless I turned up the date. Mr. Banks said it was a donation account, and it would be all right, or else 
it is not usual to let the goods go out without entering. 

4583. Is there any record kept ?-I suppose it would be entered to the donation account. 
4584. Is it your business to put it down ?-I make out the docket and take it to the entering room. 
4585. You do not keep the book yourself ?-No, only when it is a large account-when they get 

dozens of pairs. 
The witness withdrew. 

Mr. Banks read a memo. from an employe of the firm, stating there were two men, but only one had 
a pair of boots given to him. 

W. Simpson, 
let Dec. 1881. 

John R. Norris, 
1st Dec. 1881. 

William Simpson sworn and examined. 

4586. What are you ?-A furniture dealer. 
4587. Where ?-153 Swanston street. 
4588. We are inquiring into the condition of the aborigines at Coranderrk ; do you know anything 

about it ?-I do not think the Government treat them exactly right ; I think we ought to treat them a 
little better than we do. 

4589. Do you know how they are treated ?-I do not ; I do not think they are well treated. 
4590. Have you been to Coranderrk ?-No, never. 
4591. Do you know anything at all about the blacks ?-I saw them going to Brighton barefooted. 
4592. How many were there ?-A number of children and women and grown-up men. 
4593. Do you know where they came from P-I believe they came from Coranderrk. 
4594. Did you ask them ?-I asked the person who was conducting them ; he said they came from 

Coranderrk. 
4595. Where was he taking them ?-To the sea-side. 
Captain Page stated that those people came from New South Wales. 
4596. Have you had any business relations with the blacks ?-When I was managing for H. P. 

Harris, Mrs. Bon came there on two occasions with blacks and purchased, as well as I can remember, 
a deal-topped table, a safe, and four American chairs. There was another purchase previous to that, but 
I cannot remember the amount of the purchase nor the exact quality of the goods, but they were common 
goods. 

4597. Where were those for P-1 believe for Coranderrk. 
4598. Who brought them ?-Mrs. Bon was with one of the aboriginals at the time. 
4599. Did they pay for it ?-Yes. 
4600. Did they tell you how they got the money ?-They said they worked for it, and saved it. 
4601. Was it at Coranderrk or on stations ?-They did not say where they worked. 
4602. That is all the dealing you have had with them ?-That is all. That is all I know about 

them. 
4603. From what you saw of them did you think they were men likely to sell the clothes off their 

backs for groa
° 
 ?-Not the men I saw. 

4604. Was it likely they would lay out the money on furniture if they were so fond of grog ?-I 
should not think it probable. 

4605. Were they well dressed ?-I never saw an aboriginal well dressed. 
4606. Do you not think it is praiseworthy of them to lay out money to improve their dwellings ?-

I thought it was very good of them. I thought they were getting a little civilized. 

The witness withdrew. 

John Rigby Norris sworn and examined. 

4607. What are you ?-A fruitgrower and gardener. 
4608. Where ?-At Boroondara. 
4609. Do you know anything about the aborigines of Coranderrk ?-In March last they came down 

in a body past my place. I was somewhat surprised to see such a number of them coming down. I went 
out and spoke to them as to why they were coming down. I asked the chief man, whom I had known for 
many years, what was the matter. He did not tell me for some time. He said, "Nothing," at first. 
" Yes," I said, "there is something up, I am certain." After a bit he pointed out one of the other blacks, 
who would be able to tell me. He made use of the remark, " Me too much bonglally." When this other 
black, whom I called over, came up, he told him to tell me what was the matter. So I gathered from his 
statement that they had started away from the station, with a view of coming down to see Mr. Berry, in 
order to lay some complaints that they had before him. Upon further inquiry I found that they had made 
no arrangements for this interview with Mr. Berry. They did not know whether they would be able to 
have an opportunity of seeing him or not. I asked them where they were going to stop that night, and 
they told me they were going into Kew, if I remember rightly. I think it was to Mrs. Bon's they said 
they were going. Considering that they had no arrangements made, and also that they were likely to have 
their journey for nothing, that is, they were virtually on a wild-goose chase, I thought I would make it 
my business to come in and see if I could get an interview for them with Mr. Berry. I came in that after-
noon, and just caught Mr. Berry before he left the Treasury, and sent in a message to him. After a short 
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time the orderly came out with a reply, that Mr. Berry would receive them the next day, any time after 
ten o'clock. The next morning I came in, and got some Members of Parliament to introduce them, as I 
could make no arrangement the night before. The blacks were introduced that forenoon. 

4610. By whom ?—Mr. Zox, Mr. Deakin, and Mr. Graves, I think, or Mr. Dow. 
4611. Were you present ?—Yes. 

4612. Was it Mr. Graves or Mr. Dow ?—I really do not remember which—I think it was Mr. 
Graves. During the interview, the case was laid before Mr. Berry. Their chief complaint appeared to be 
that they did not want to be removed from the station, and they wanted to get Mr. Green, their late 
manager, back again. They also wanted to have some more control over the station themselves with a 
view to make it more self-supporting than it was at present. Having heard the statements of the Board, 
in reply, Mr. Berry pointed out to the Board that his hands were virtually tied. 

4613. Were the Board present ?—Yes. 
4614. How many members ?—Two or three I think ; two at any rate, and I think the general 

superintendent, Captain Page. He told them his hands were tied, but,, at the same time, promised distinctly 
that the blacks should not be moved—he said "I will give you that promise, you shall not be removed."  
With reference to the Board, he told them he would have rectified their complaint long ago had it not been 
for the Board tying his hands. With reference to the other request about getting more control over the 
station, he could not do anything. 

4615. To be sole managers themselves ?—Not exactly sole managers. They thought they could 
work the station so as to make it self-supporting under proper management and direction. I ought to state 
that they told me, at the first outset, that the management was "no good," that the station was not properly 

'  managed at all, they thought they could manage it better themselves than under the present management. 
That, I presume, was their object in wanting to get Mr. Green back. 

4616. What did Mr. Berry say in reference to getting Mr. Green back ?—Mr. Berry asked them 
the reason why Mr. Green was dismissed, and the Board replied that he was not dismissed, he resigned. 
He then asked why he resigned, and they stated that in drawing up the conditions of his engagement, 
they had imposed one condition which he could not or would not comply with, he thereupon resigned. 
Mr. Berry said, "In that case you had no complaint against Mr. Green, only that he did not comply with 
this condition," they replied that was all. 

4617. Had you any reason to suppose that they were prompted by any person to seek an interview 
with Mr. Berry ?—No ; my own impression was that they had started away from the station without ever 
saying a word to any one ; in fact they were charged with running away from the station. 

4618. Had they written to any one in Melbourne to say they were coming ?—If I had thought that 
I would have thought it superfluous on my part to seek to get an interview for them. 

4619. Had they any provision ?—None. From what I could understand, they had nothing to eat 
from the time they left the station, just after the dinner-time on Sunday, until the Monday afternoon. 

4620. Did you give them anything to eat ?—Not exactly food—we gave them a lot of grapes. 
4621. They told you they had had nothing to eat during that time ?—Yes ; I do not know from my 

own knowledge. 

4622. Do you know where they were sheltered at night ?—They camped out at Brushy Creek on 
the Sunday night, and walked down the next day. They remained at Mrs. Bon's that night. 

4623. Did you know who Mrs. Bon was when they told you they were going to her P—I did not 
know there was such a person in Kew before ; I had never heard of her before. 

4624. Did you see them at Mrs. Bon's that night ?—I called there on my way to town, and again 
that night as I came home. 

4625. How were you received when you went to Mrs. Bon's ?—Not in the best of manners ; she 
seemed to be under the impression that I was going to take the blacks away to give them drink. I told 
her what I was about, and she seemed somewhat glad that she was deceived. I called there for the purpose 
of warning them against that very thing—to tell them to stop inside and not be led out by anyone to get 
drunk. I told them, if there was to be any success for their complaint, their chief care must be to keep 
sober. Mrs. Bon was quite taken by surprise at their appearance, not expecting them. 

4626. We want to know what view you took of their condition ; were they well fed and well clothed 
—had they shoes on ?—I presume they put on the best clothes they could get to come down to town. 
I found afterwards that this clothing was the result of their own earnings. 

4627. They told you that ?—Yes ; that question came up before Mr. Berry. There were only two 
who had Government clothing on. 

4628. How many were there ?—Twenty. 
4629. And only two had Government clothing on ?—Yes. 
4630. Had they all shoes on ?—So far as I could see they had. I saw that some of them were 

carrying their shoes. 
4631. Did they seem as if they had been well fed ?—They looked pretty well, I should think, from 

their appearance. I set that down to the same cause as their getting their clothing—viz., their own 
earnings. They are in the habit, I believe, of going out to work. 

4632. I suppose you are not aware that provisions are served out to those blacks every week ?—I 
know nothing of what is done at the station. I never visited the station. 

4633. Did you see them on their return P—After the deputation, I got a free pass for them to the 
Exhibition. I had to promise Captain Page to return them to Mrs. Bon that evening, so that he could 
pick them up next morning in the coach. He wanted to take them back that evening, to which I demurred, 
saying they wanted something to eat. I gave them their dinner in the Exhibition—I got the money from 
Captain Page for it. 

4634. Was he with you at the Exhibition ?—No ; I took them there myself, he gave me the money 
at the Treasury door here, on condition that I saw the blacks to Mrs. Bon's that night. 

4635. When you proposed taking them to the Exhibition you asked for money for their dinner ?— 
I told him if he would give them a dinner, I would take them there and see them safe back to Mrs. Bon's 
that night. 

4636. How much did he give you?—One shilling each—he gave me a sovereign. 
4637. How did they get into the Exhibition P—I had a free pass. Mr. Hill, the under-secretary, 

desired Captain Espinasse to admit them. 

John R. Norris, 
continued, 

1st Dec. 1881. 
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John R. Norris, 
continued, 

Est Dec. 1881. 

4638. It was Captain Page's proposition to send them home immediately after the interview with 
Mr. Berry terminated ?-He told me Mr. Berry had instructed him to get a coach and take them up at once. 

4639. Without getting anything to eat ?-I presume so. I said, " You will hardly drive them 
40 miles without giving them anything to eat." He then gave me a sovereign on condition I promised to 
see them safe back to Mrs. Bon's. 

4640. Which you did ?-I did, with the view of keeping them out of temptation. 
4641. By Captain Page.-Did you succeed in keeping them out of temptation ?-I did. I permitted 

two of them to go to the barracks to see two of their friends on condition that they came home to Mrs. Bon's. 
4642. You did not hear of them lying drunk on Mrs. Bon's verandah ?-I do not know anything 

that transpired at Mrs. Bon's. I brought them there and left them there. They were quite sober when I left. 
[Mrs. Bon denied that any of the blacks were drunk at her place.] 
4643. By the Board.-You did not see those two you gave permission to go that night ?-No, not 

that night. 
4644. Did you see them again next day ?-No. I do not know what day they went up, but I did 

not see any of them except the chief. He has called once or twice since at my place. 
4645. Did you not see them go up by the coach next morning ?-I was away from home at market. 

So far as I could gather from their general conversation amongst themselves and to me-the few remarks 
they did make upon the subject-they did not think the station would be any good while the present Board 
was in existence, as there was a sort of impediment to its progress. That was the impression I received. 

The witness withdrew. 

Christian Ogilvie sworn and examined. 
Christian Ogilvie, 	4646. What are you ?-I am what is usually called a gentleman now. 

1st Dec. 1881. 4647. Do you know Coranderrk ?-I did. I have not been there for nearly five years, with the 
exception of the other day. 

4648. Have you been managing the aborigines under the Central Board ?-Yes ; I was secretary 
and inspector for the Board up to May or June 1876. 

4649. How long were you inspector and secretary ?-I think about two years. 
4650. Have you been a portion of that time residing at Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
4651. Did you visit Coranderrk recently ?-Yes, within the last fortnight. 
4652. Did you go over the place and inspect it ?-I just looked at the buildings. 
4653. Did you see the blacks ?-Yes. 
4654. All ?-Yes. I suppose I saw the whole lot. 
4655. What condition were the Coranderrk blacks in when you were superintendent-were they 

well looked after ?-Yes, certainly. 
4656. Well fed ?-Yes. 
4657. And well clothed ?-Yes. 
4658. Were they complaining at all ?-Yes. 
4659. Always complaining ?-It seems to be a chronic state with them. 
4660. Do you think they have reason for complaining ?-No. 
4661. Do you think they were getting ample food ?-Yes. 
4662. Did you provide them with meat while inspector of the place ?-Yes. 
4663. They were not allowed to deal with the butchers ?-They could if they chose. 
4664. It was not the practice ?-No. 
4665. Were they complaining of the amount of food you allotted them P-No, I have no recollection 

4666. Did they run out of rations before the end of the week ?-I dare say it was the case, but I 
am speaking of several years ago. If they chose to apply they could get more. 

4667. Even if they wasted a lot of their food and complained, would you give it to them ?-Most 
decidedly not. 

4668. How could you ascertain if they took proper care ?-If we become cognisant of waste, of 
course we would not give them any more. 

4669. You observed their appearance the other day when you were up ; do they look as well fed 
now as they did during your time ?-Yes. 

4670. Are they as well clothed now as then ?-Yes. 
4671. Are the dwellings as good now as then ?-Better. 
4672. Is it your opinion that they are more comfortable now than they were six or seven years ago ? 

-Mine was only a cursory walk through ; but, as far as I could see, I should say yes. 
4673. Did you converse with them the other day ?-Nothing more than that they seemed glad to 

see me and shook hands. 
4674. Had they an opportunity of complaining and telling you their grievances ?-Yes. 
4675. Did they make any P-No. 
4676. They did not state they were dissatisfied with the management P-No. 
4677. You say it is chronic with the aborigines at Coranderrk to be grumbling ?-Yes. 
4678. If they did not complain the other day, they may have given it up as far as you know ?-

I do not see the good of their complaining to me. 
4679. We have had strangers who visited only once, and who said they had complained to them ?-

As long as there are people who listen to blacks' complaints I think it is very natural, with such a race of 
people, that they will complain. We have them complaining to the Chief Secretary, then to Members of 
Parliament, then to the Press, then to clergymen, and now to somebody else. 

4680. Are you aware they were encouraged to complain when you were inspector ?-Yes, I should 
say generally they were, by irresponsible people. 

4681. Do you know who they were ?-Nearly everybody-I cannot remember names. I should be 
inclined to think, Mr. Cameron, you were one ; the Chief Secretary, Mr. Macpherson, was another. 

4682. Do you think that that interfered with the management of the station ?-Wherever one man 
has the looking after a number of men, there must be introduced discipline ; let it be as mild as you like, 
but it must be there. If irresponsible people interfere with that discipline, it must break down. 

of it. 
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4683. In that case you think that any complaints they might have ought to go through the head of ChristianOgilvie, 
the establishment to head-quarters ?-Certainly, I think that we are all apt to err. The manager at 

tat Decnultl. Coranderrk may do something wrong, of course they should have the right of petition, but it should go 
through his bands to the Board. 

4684. Have they ever made complaints to you or asked you to send their complaints to head-
quarters ?-No ; they had a more direct way of doing it-they went to the Chief Secretary. There was 
hop-farmer Burgess had been, ever since his appointment, promised a house on the ground, and I induced 
the Board to let me build one for him and I built him one. It is where Mr. and Mrs. Deans live now. 
Because I chose to put it there they made a complaint of it. I thought it the most eligible site, as the man 
could overlook the hop ground. The blacks complained to the Chief Secretary, and he went up to inspect 
the thing for himself and left me behind in Melbourne. I do not call that discipline. 

4685. Who was that ?-Mr. Macpherson. 
4686. Did he object to the site ?-Yes ; he made some sort of objection. 
4687. It was intended for the overseer ?-Yes. 
4688. And it was turned into a residence for the schoolmaster ?-Yes ; when Mr. Burgess left. 

Before that they used to live in the school-house. 
4689. During your time as inspector-you resided there a considerable time ?-About three months. 
4690. How did they work during that time that you were there ?-Wg11 enough for blacks ; I had 

no trouble with them. 

4691. They were under fair discipline ?-The word " discipline" does not apply at all to the 
management of the blacks. 

4692. If you saw them idling about and asked them to go to work would they have refused ?-No ; 
I cannot remember an instance of actual refusing. 

4693. Did you find them useful in looking after the stock. Were they good stockriders ?-They 
always got a beast in when it was wanted for killing. 

4694. Do you think one of the blacks or half-castes would act as well as a white man ?-They could 
be made to do so. 

4695. Have you had any experience of working blacks on private stations ?-Yes ; for over forty years. 
4696. Did you find them good stockriders ?-Very good. 
4697. Are they better than white men as stockriders ?-Quite as good riders. 
4698. Do they use the same judgment ?-As mere working men ; but you would not trust a herd 

of cattle to a black as you would to a white man. 
4699. Supposing you were manager of Coranderrk, would you as soon use one of them as stockrider 

as you would employ a white ?-No. 
4700. Why ?-I should think he would be open to more temptations than a white man from the 

people in the neighborhood. 
4701. Do you think it would be advisable to hire those out to service who wish to go out and earn 

their own living ?-Yes, as far as the half-castes are concerned. 
4702. Why not the blacks ?-The pure aborigines have a claim upon us which I do not think the 

half-castes have. 
4703. Supposing you found the real blacks as intelligent and able to look after themselves amongst 

the whites, would it not be as advantageous to them as to the half-castes to go out ?-I do not think it is 
the case that they are, with the exception of Mr. Punch. 

4704. Would you encourage the half-caste girls to go out too ?-I think I said or wrote something 
about that before I left. I cannot remember what I recommended just now ; but if you could get respon-
sible people, I think the half-caste girls ought to be given into their charge, because you see, by keeping 
the half-castes there you are lowering them down to the aboriginal platform, instead of raising them in the 
scale of civilization. 

4705. And perpetuating a race of paupers as well ?-Yes. 
4706. "I think, therefore, that a system of decentralization should now be gradually introduced on 

all the stations-by which I mean that the adults should be encouraged, under certain restrictions, to 
leave the stations in search of work, and that it should be compulsory on the youth of both sexes that 
they should be apprenticed to responsible masters and mistresses immediately after their education was 
completed, the stations never being closed against any in periods of sickness or distress, nor to the young 
when wishing to visit their parents or friends during the holidays."-Is that what you wrote ?-Yes. 

4707. You think it is not advisable to encourage the half-castes and quadroons to remain on the 
station ?-No. 

4708. Before the Royal Commission you gave it as your opinion that Coranderrk was the worst 
managed of all the stations-is that your opinion still ?-Yes. 

4709. You also stated before the Commission that your opinion was they were not immoral ?-Yes. 
4710. You still hold that opinion ?-Yes. I think, with reference to your question about Coran-

derrk being the worst managed station, I should be allowed to explain. There are six stations, of which 
Coranderrk is one. All the other stations there is little or no trouble with. Coranderrk is the only one 
there is any trouble with. The cause of that, I conceive, is the situation of Coranderrk. 

4711. What do you mean by " the situation" ?-Too close to Melbourne. 
4712. Have you visited Framlingham ?-Yes. 
4713. Do you , know how far it is from Warrnambool ?-Thirteen or fourteen miles. 
4714. That is a very happy station, is it not ?-Yes. But Warrnambool is not Melbourne, and it 

appears to me there is not the same class of people about Warrnambool that there are about Melbourne. 
4715. What salary did you get ?-£400 a year. 
4716. Were you general secretary and superintendent ?-Yes ; but I had nothing to do with the 

books-keeping the accounts. They were kept in the Mining Department. 
4717. Then by secretaryship I suppose you mean keeping the minute-books and correspondence and 

seeing the supplies were sent ?-Yes. 
4718. Then you had to do the larger portion of the secretary's work ?-I did not keep the accounts. 
4719. Did you visit all the stations ?-Yes. 
4720. Did you go on one occasion with Mr. Curr ?-Yes. 
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Christian Ogilvie, 	4721. Did he receive £210 for that journey ?-I do not know what the amount was. The expenses 
contined, 

1st Dee.
u 

 1881. were paid by the Board. 
4722. Did you inspect Coranderrk on that occasion ?-No. 
4723. "Advance to Mr. Curr for travelling expenses £150." In the Report Mr. Curr makes a 

reference to Coranderrk :-" Under these circumstances we think it our duty to recommend that the first 
medical talent in the colony should be engaged to visit Coranderrk, so that a reliable report, more or less 
applicable to all the stations, may be before the Board, on what is the most important portion of the 
subject with which we are dealing"-so that you visited Coranderrk ?-Coranderrk has always been 
visited. We started by the railway from Melbourne, took Mr. Curr's buggy, hired a pair of horses, and 
went right through the Mallee to Dimboola. 

4724. Was it not your special visit inspecting ?-Yes. 
4725. You are the responsible party for the Report ?-I am responsible for anything my name is-

signed to. Of course the money was merely for expenses. We received nothing. 
4/26. Is Mr. Curr a member of the Board ?-Yes ; but neither be nor I were paid for that work. 
4727. You think the cause of nearly all the dissatisfaction is outside influence ?-I cannot help 

coming to that conclusion, because there are six stations, and Coranderrk is the only one there is any 
trouble with. There must be some reason for it, and that is the only reason I can find for it. 

4728. Do you not think it probable the continued and long talk about removing them from Coran-
derrk is the cause of their dissatisfaction ?-Nothing will keep down their dissatisfaction as long as there 
are people to listen to their complaints. 

4729. You are aware the Board has for years proposed to remove them ?-No ; there have been 
differences of opinion on the Board. In my letter, too, I say, " Do not remove them from Coranderrk." 

4730. In the sixteenth and last Report Mr. Le Souef says, " The Board regrets that the Order in 
Council reserving Lake Tyers for the special use of the aborigines has been revoked, and, also, that it has 
not yet been able to carry out its plans with reference to the removal of the blacks from Coranderrk as 
recommended in last year's Report. It has, however, again brought the matter in a more extended form 
under the notice of the Honorable the Chief Secretary"-do you think the blacks are attached to Coran-
derrk ?-I do. 

4731. Do you think it would be an easy matter to remove them ?-No. 
4732. Do you remember making this statement before the Royal Commission in 1877 in answer to 

question No. 136, "My idea is, that if you attempt to remove the people from Coranderrk you would have 
to send up twenty or thirty police" ?-Yes. 

4733. You believe they are really attached to the place ?-Yes. 
4734. How did you manage to bring them there-how do you account for the sacrilege on their 

feelings when you brought them there ?-It was not my doing. 
4735. Their feelings were not thought of then ?-That is only an expression of my own. If it had 

been left to me I would have left the blacks in a state of nature. 
4736. Do you think it possible to make that station pay for itself ?-Impossible. I think nobody 

could. I think, as Mr. Hagenauer says, if the Angel Gabriel came down he could not do it. 
4737. Did the blacks own horses when you were there ?-Two or three, I think. 
4738. You mentioned in your evidence that the station was not fenced ?-Yes. 
4739. And that £1,000 had been voted ?-Yes ; something of that sort. 
4740. And that, further than getting the money, the members of the Board had prevented the 

fencing going on ?-I have no recollection of that. 
4741. Question No. 65, " Would it not conduce to the profit of the station if the run were fenced, 

and the cattle all secured for the station ?-No doubt. Parliament voted £1,000, part of which was to 
be spent on that ; but then one of the members of the Royal Commission made a to-do, and the money is 
lying in abeyance now " ?-Not the Board-the Royal Commission. 

4742. Was not that member of the Royal Commission also a member of the Board ?-I do not know. 
4743. Was not he present at that sitting ?-I do not know ; I know the Chief Justice was the head 

of the Commission. 
4744: You would have some little regard for the love they have for the place ?-Not now. Five 

years ago I wrote that way, but this state of disorganization has lasted five years. When I wrote what 
was in my last letter there was a little hope that, after the Royal Commission, things would be quieted 
down, but things are in the same state now. 

4745. You wrote that in a gentler mood ?-No ; but five years have elapsed since. I hoped that 
something would come out of the Royal Commission. 

4746. Have any of the recommendations made by the Royal Commission been carried into effect ?- 
As soon as I got clear of the Royal Commission I went up country and managed cattle and horses, and 
I know nothing of what was done. 

4747. What would you recommend now ?-That Coranderrk must be broken up ; it must be broken 
up at some time, I am certain. The objection is, that they must he provided for somewhere. They have 
become such a disobedient race now that it would damage the other stations to take them in. 

4748. Do you think it is a healthy site ?-It is not everything it should be. 
4749. Were there hops growing when you were there ?-Yes. 
4750. What used you to pay them for picking-the same as the whites ?-Yes, 3d. a bushel. 
4751. The whites about Healesville that are employed all think it very hard that they should get 

4d. a bushel and feed themselves while the blacks get 3d. a bushel and are fed by the station ?-Speaking 
in the rough, one of those people on Coranderrk-an aborigine-is in a far better position than a white 
laborer. They get wages and are provided with rations and their families are provided with clothes..  
I forget what their wages amount to. They work if they choose to work ; but it puts them in a very much 
better position than a white laborer is in, having to provide himself with everything except his rations. 

4752. Have they not realised a large profit from the labor of the aborigines at hop picking ?-No ; 
I imagine the hop account comes to something like £1,500 or £1,700, and the station costs a great deal 
more than that. 

4753. Do you still hold the opinion you gave before the Royal Commission% that, under judicious 
management and a good missionary, they might be quieted down ?-I said I thought missionaries were 



119 

better on all the stations than secular people ; but you will remember yo u are exam ining me  in  1881, and ChristianOglIvle my thoughts have undergone a change since 1876. 	 continued, 
1st Dec. 1851. 4754. Did you not always find them very docile when you were kind and firm with them-easily 

led ?-No. 

4755. Which of them was rebellious ?-Punch. 
4756. Did you find them truthful, as a rule ?-About as much as white people are generally. 
4757. Supposing you were taking their evidence, would you put as much reliance on their evidence 

as you would on white people's ?-No, because the oath is not as binding on them as a white man. 
A white man knows the punishment that follows the breach of his oath. 

4758. Touching upon Moravian missionaries, do you think Mr. Hagenauer would be able to manage 
'Coranderrk now. It was the opinion of the Royal Commission that he was the best manager of the whole 
lot ?-I do not think he would accept it. 

4759. Do you think he could ?-No one could do it. 
470O. Is not Coranderrk the main station that the Board has charge of ?-It is one of six. 
4761. Are not the four other missionary stations under the different churches ?-Yes. 
4762. Are not the missionaries masters of the situations on their own stations-not under the Board 

in the administration of the station ?-More or less, but not to the same extent as the manager of Framling-
ham or Coranderrk ; because the Board is this kind of body, that, if the missionaries do not please them, 
they can stop supplies. 

4763. Do not the missionaries get supplies from certain churches ?-I think so ; but the supplies are 
in the hands of the Board. 

4764. When you were the practical head of the department, did not you consider you were free from 
responsibility regarding missionary stations P-No, I used to visit them the same as any other. If I have 
seen anything wrong I have made the same report as to Coranderrk. 

4765. Would you have the same authority on the missionary stations ?-No ; if the Board had 
disapproved of any missionary proceedings, they would have the power of stopping the supplies. 

4766. By Captain Page.-If you saw a piece of fencing that you thought it was necessary to put 
up, would you not order the missionary to put it up ?-Yes ; but, as a rule, it was the missionary who 
was anxious to put up the fencing and the Board to pay for it. 

4767. By the Board.-Did you visit the stations every year ?-Yes, three or four times. 
4768. Did you report ?-They used to come in the annual report. 
4769. Those were the hints to the Board in drawing up the annual report ?-Yes. 
4770. But, besides those reports, you reported to the Board every meeting what you had done ?-

Every month I reported to the Board what I had done. 
4771. How many at a time used to be present at the Board ?-I do not know whether three or four. 
4772. The same names almost always ?-The same names almost always ; but practically it came 

to this, that everything went smoothly, and the secretary, in a great measure, was the Board. 
4773. Were you very much afraid of Mr. Jennings' acuteness as a lawyer on the Board ?-No ; he 

was never chairman in my time. He was a very good member of the Board. 
4774. Mr. Godfrey was chairman for a portion of your time ?-Yes. 
4775. He was pretty sharp in looking after things ?-Yes. 
4776. Did you contract for the goods the same as they do now ?-No, there was no contract. 
4777. You used to buy them ?-On that tour of Mr. Curr's and mine we had complaints made at 

the Dimboola station, and at Lake Condah, of the inferior nature of the slops which were sent up. I think 
the lady at Dimboola gave us samples of those kinds of things, and put the prices on them. She told us 
they were so inferior that she could buy them better and cheaper, I think she said, of the hawkers who 
came round the station. As the Board had told me, they held me responsible for laying out the money to 
the best advantage. I thought it best to take the contract from Messrs. Moubray and Lush and put it into 
the hands of Messrs. Banks Brothers ; first of all, because the goods were pronounced inferior, and, 
secondly, because I thought on the whole, for a man like myself, who did not know much about women's 
garments, it was best to deal with a wholesale house who had only one price, instead of a man who was 
wholesale and retail too, so I went to Banks Brothers. When I was residing up at Coranderrk, the man 
who supplied the tea, in sending up some tea to the station, sent so many pounds of tea up to me ; it did 
not amount to more than 3s. or 5s., and it looked very much like tipping me to that extent. I took the 
business away from him, and put it into Henty's hands. We were always well supplied by those two firms. 

4778. Did you not purchase goods by samples ?-No ; when I went to Banks Brothers I told them 
who we were-we would have the spending of about £2,000 a year. I insisted upon being treated as one 
of their best customers. I told Mr. Nihill I knew nothing about petticoats and things, but I should require 
a report of the price and suitability of those things. 

4779. Before you went to Banks Brothers you got them by contract ?-I had nothing to do with 
that. 

4780. Is there any rule affecting the members of the Board that anyone absenting himself from a 
certain number of meetings shall cease to be a member ?-Not that I am aware of. 

4781. By Captain Page.-How are they appointed ?-I think by the Chief Secretary. 
4782. By the Board.-Did you carry out the regulations which required you to make an annual 

statement to the Government of the wants of the Board. The regulations state that you shall send in to 
the Government, in the third month of each year, a statement of the requirements of the stations ?-I have 
no recollection of it. We used to send in an annual report. 

4783. It was the regulation attached to the Act ?-I have no recollection of it. 
4784. By Captain Page.-Did not Mr. Andrews send in a great many papers ?-Yes. 
4785. All the accounts ?-All the accounts he had to do with. I had nothing to do but countersign 

papers. 
4786. The blacks are led to believe that nobody has any power over them, and the consequence is 

they will not do anything ?-That recommendation of mine was five years ago. I withdraw that now, 
after five years' experience. 

The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned to Thursday next, at half-past nine o'clock. 
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THURSDAY, 8TH DECEMBER 1881. 

Present: 

E. H. CAMERON, Esq., M.L.A., in the Chair ; 

Mrs. Bon, 	 J. Kerr, Esq., 
Thos. Embling, Esq., M.D., J.P., 	 J. C. Steel, Esq., J.P. 

Edward M. Curr sworn and examined. 
Edward M. Curr, 	4787. By the Board.—What are you ?—Chief Inspector of Stock. 

8th Dee. 1881. 	 4788. Are you a member of the Central Board for the Protection of Aborigines ?—Yes. 
4789. Have you been long a member of that Board ?—I think about seven years. 
4790. Have you ever been to Coranderrk 2—Yes, two or three times. 
4791. Recently ?—I think it must be a couple of years since I was there. 
4792. How long is it since you were there first ?—On my first appointment, about seven years ago. 
4793. What was your impression with reference to the management of Coranderrk seven years 

ago ?—I did not think it was good. 
4794. Will you be kind enough to tell us how you thought it was not good ?—The work done seemed 

to be bad. Of course when I went there first I could not say anything about the management. I did not 
know how things had been before, but the aspect of the whole place was what I could speak about. I may 
say three of us went there together. We all thought the place exceedingly undesirable ; that it was 
impossible to do any good there. We reported that to the Board, and recommended that the station should be 
removed. We did that on the very first visit. We were all accustomed to blacks ; we had no doubt about 
what we recommended. I knew nothing about the antecedents of the place or even the name of the manager. 

4795. You did not think it a suitable place for the blacks to be located in ?—No. 
4796. Why ?—It is a well-known fact, all missionaries will tell you, that the first element of success 

in civilizing is to keep savages from the influence of white men, for if you do not they acquire all the vices 
of the white man. Our stations are well or ill managed in the ratio of their distance from civilization—in 
this our experience is the common one. 

4797. Do you think that those blacks that you saw at Coranderrk seven years ago would be better 
anywhere else than about their native ground ?—Coranderrk is not their native ground. 

4798. Not the Yarra tribe ?—Even they only went there in the summer time. They never lived in 
the mountains ; they went there occasionally. It is quite a mistaken idea to suppose that Coranderrk is 
the common residence of the natives now there ; it was no such thing. The tribe to which Coranderrk 
belonged died out nearly forty years ago. 

4799. As a matter of fact it was the camping place ?—They did camp there occasionally. They 
camped at Western Port, and camped by Sugar Loaf Creek, and various places. It was not at any 
time the head-quarters of a tribe. 

4800. Where would you recommend to send them to ?—That is a matter of arrangement, but, at the 
suggestion of the Board, I went to look for a place with the then secretary of the Board. We consulted 
the Surveyor-General about it, and we went down the Murray, and recommended a strip of country which is 
never likely to Le thickly settled, which has good climate, plenty of fish, and is removed from disturbing 
causes. 

4801. Would you think it desirable to send them away from Coranderrk against their own will ?-
Anyone who knows the blacks knows their will is nothing, that they might have a serious objection now 

hich they would not remember three months afterwards. I would suggest that they should be moved for 
heir own benefit. I would not leave them to acquire habits of drink under the mistaken philanthropy of 
of interfering with them. If I saw my child playing on the brink of a well I should remove the child 

even if he cried. I should remove the blacks from Coranderrk whether they liked it or not. I do not 
believe they have any strong objection. 

4802. You think if they were removed they would be perfectly contented in a very short time ?-
I have no doubt of it. They are an easy people to manage. I managed four times as many as there are at 
Coranderrk when I was nineteen years old. They are easy to manage provided they are let alone and not 
tampered with by ill-disposed persons. 

4803. Do you know all the other stations ?—Yes, I have visited them all. 
4804. Are there greater temptations at Coranderrk to obtain drink than at any other ?—Not to 

obtain drink, but there are other disadvantages at Coranderrk which are not elsewhere. 
f‘v -. ufr 4805. What are they ?—There is a dismissed servant of the Board who resides there in the neigh-
borhood, and keeps the station in hot water. I refer to Mr. Green. It has been the impression of the 
Board that Mr. Green has kept Coranderrk in a state of hot water for the last seven years. 

4806. Have you any direct knowledge of that ?—No, I have not. The fact of a number of inde-
pendent people getting into their heads the same idea is an argument that there is some cause for it, though 
it is not a very distinct one. Then the application to have Mr. Green back. I have no doubt Mr. Green 
has been plotting these seven years to keep us in hot water. 

4807. Have you done anything to counteract that influence ?—We have tried every sort of manage-
ment in view of counteracting the proceedings of Mr. Green. We were constantly annoyed with 
anonymous letters at one time, but a detective being sent up we received no more letters of the sort. 

4808. Have you any knowledge of the present local management of the place ?—I have some 
knowledge of Mr. Strickland's management. I have been there since he was there. 

4809. Do you think it is good ?—No, I think it is bad. 
4810. Is that owing to the manager ?—Not altogether. Mr. Green and others have made manage-

ment difficult, so we have tried various sorts of managers. We had Mr. Ogilvie, Mr. Halliday, Mr. Stahle, 
and now Mr. Strickland, to try and get something done ; but though a man like Mr. Halliday was able to 
enforce discipline in the police force, he was not able to do it at Coranderrk, nor is it in the power of man 
to do it under the present state of things ; no man ever will succeed under the present circumstances. As 
regards Mr. Strickland, I may say I think Mr. Strickland has been less successful than the others. I should 
have proposed myself to the Board to replace him, but in view of the constant enquiries into the state of 
Coranderrk, from time to time; I felt that the time for action had not come. As far as I am concerned, 
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I should certainly object to the management of Mr. Strickland-not as being radically bad, but not being 
a success ; and I feel it my duty to go on and achieve a success. 	 Edward M. Carr, 

contiued 
 881.1

. 
8th 4811. That infers that Coranderrk must be removed from there or Mr. Green ?-Even if Mr. Green 	

Dec
.c 

 was not there I think it is an improper place ; before we heard of Mr. Green I thought so and reported so. 

4812. Owing to its sanitary conditions ?-Yes, and its nearness to population. I once looked at the 
visitors book, and I noticed there that in a very short space of time there had been forty distinct visits of pleasure parties. 

4813. Are there not quite as many at Mr. Hagenauer's station ?-Nothing like it. 
4814. Have you a visitors' book at that place ?-I enquired into the subject while I was there ; 

whether there was a visitors' book or not I do not recollect. 
4815. Mr. Hagenauer informs me that he is very glad to see visitors and he has a great many ?-

He complained to me that a vessel with visitors used to come there, and conduct took place constantly 
which required Mr. Hagenauer to report the matter to the Board. 

4816. Are you aware that he objected to their going on Sunday ?-He objected to their going on 
any day. I do not know whether they were confined to Sundays. 

4817. Did not Mr. Hagenauer ask you to put up the notice-board ?-I think he did. 
4818. Are you clear in your memory that it was not because they went there on the Sunday ?-

The objection was not that the visits were on Sunday, but that there were too many visits, and that several 
of the visitors made insulting proposals to the native women. Mr. Hagenauer complained seriously of it to 
Mr. Le Souef and myself when we were at Ramayuk, and the opinion of the Board is that the vicinity will 
soon become more populous than is desirable for an aboriginal reserve. 

4819. Are not the blacks exceedingly docile with kind firmness ?-They are easily managed, under 
certain circumstances, for good or for evil. 

4820. Mr. Halliday wrote a letter to the paper, in which he says he never knew a black to dispute 
an order he gave him or refuse to go on the instant and execute it ; would your opinion be similar to that ? 
-I cannot say what occurred with Mr. Halliday. 

4821. Was not he a fairly efficient man there ?-Yes, he was fairly. He lost interest in it very 
much ; that was noticed by the Board that he did. 

4822. Then you think the blacks should be removed from Coranderrk because the whites are corrupting them ?-Yes. 
4823. Theft that would entail a succession of removals ?-No, it need not be so, because the site 

which the Board recommended is never likely in all time to be a populous place. 
4824. Did the Government ever apply to the Board for an opinion upon removing the blacks ?-

It is the business of the Board to furnish the Government with its opinion. 
4825. In the Act there is not a word said about your apprising the Government about the removal 

of the blacks ?-Nor is there in any Act which goes into particulars at all. 
4826. You are aware that this reserve is a permanent reserve ?-I suppose it is. 
4827. You are aware they have been living there for nineteen or twenty years ?-I do not know how long it is. 
4828. If medical men gave you their opinion that it was a fairly healthy place, would you change 

your opinion ?-I should not. 
4829. Are the Coranderrk blacks different from any other blacks ?-You are under an erroneous 

impression as to the Coranderrk blacks. They are the gatherings from twenty or thirty different tribes in 
Victoria. There are some blacks from the junction of the Murray and Goulburn for instance, and other 
distant places. 

4830. I suppose the blacks have the common human affections to places-would not they form an 
attachment to a place ?-No, I do not think so. 

4831. Would you agree with Mr. Ogilvie, who stated that if it were attempted to remove them it 
would take twenty-five or thirty policemen to remove them ?-I would undeitake to remove them with two 
at any time. 

4832. Would you think they could be managed at Coranderrk by kindness ?-Several superintendents 
have tried to manage Coranderrk and failed. Mr. Stable tried, failed, and has since been very successful 
at Condah station. This and what I have said before speaks for itself. Then several members of the 
Board, from straws in the air, have come to the conclusion independently that it is Mr. Green in the back-
ground in great measure who has all along kept Coranderrk in hot water. 

4833. Has not the Board persistently for years endeavoured to get the people removed from Coran-
derrk ?-Certainly not. 

4834. Are you sure that yourself and Mr. Jennings and others have not written letters recom-
mending their removal ?-We did, but that is not the question you asked. 

4835. Did you ever consult the blacks about the question ?-No. 
4836. Do you think that is fair ?-Most decidedly for their good. 
4837. Are they children ?-They are. 
4838. Are they not men ?-No, they are children. They have no more self-reliance than children. 
4839. If they offend against the law are they punished like children ?-No, like men. 
4840. Is that just ?-I did not make the laws. 
4841. Should they be judged in our courts of justice as men, and punished as men, if you say they 

are children ?-They are children in some respects ; but when they steal they know they are doing wrong. 
4842. Do they ever steal ?-They do ; I have known numbers of sheep. and cattle stolen. I am not 

speaking of Coranderrk. 
4843. You are speaking of them in the bush ?-When ? 
4844. When you spoke of their stealing sheep and cattle ?-When I gave that instance I was. 
4845. Do you consider it stealing when you first of all shoot down their game and they have nothing 

to live upon ?-It requires a definite question to get a definite answer. 
4846. As to the boy Phinnamore, did you hear of the boy being beaten with a strap and buckle ?-

I have heard something about it. 

CORANDEER.E. 




