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3341. Are they as well fed and clad as the laboring classes generally ?-I think so. They always 
get plenty of clothes. 

3341a. Do you think they are kindly treated ?-Yes. 
3342. Did you ever notice any harshness P-No. 
3343. By any of the superintendents ?-No ; I never saw anything wrong with them. 
3344. Do you know anything about the management of the station as a station, apart from the 

hops ?-No ; all that I have been is working there. I never took any notice of any of them. 
3345. Did you ever hear complaints of other people's outside stock going and eating the grass ?- 

Yes, I have heard that. In fact, they could not keep the cattle off. 
3346.. You say you were fencing there-was that done by contract ?-Yes. 
3346a. What kind of fence ?-Two rails and post. 
3347. What was the price ?-A pound a hundred for splitting, and a pound a hundred for carting. 
3348. Did you put it up ?-No. 
3349. Is there enough timber to fence the whole of the run ?-Yes, there is. 
3350. Would you supply the timber for the same price now that you did then ?-Yes, I would. 
3351. Good-sized rails ?-Three inches thick and seven inches wide. 
3352. And posts six and a half or seven feet ?-Three inches by nine, by seven feet long. 
3353. Were you the only tenderer for the hop poles ?-No, I do not think so. I think there were 

3354. Were you in the court at the time of the Phinnimore case ?-I was not in ; I was outside. 
3354a. You did not see what was going on ?-No. 

The witness withdrew. 

more. 
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William Frederick Wilmot sworn and examined. 

3355. What are you ?-Poundkeeper. 
3356. How far do you live from here ?-About two miles. 
3357. How long have you been in this locality ?-Sixteen years. 
3358. Coranderrk was established at the time you came ?-Yes. 
3359. Do you know Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
3360. Do you often visit there ?-Latterly I have not been there very much. 
3360a. Have you been there many times during the last three or four years ?-Yes. 
3361. Do you know anything of the management of Coranderrk ?-No, I cannot say that I do. 
3362. Do you know anything about the hop growing ?.-I have only just been over there on a visit 

during harvest time. 
3363. 1)o you know anything about growing hops ?-No, nothing at all. 
3364. Do you know the whole of the land belonging to Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
3365. It is not all fenced in ?-No. 
3366. You are aware that strange cattle come there ?-There is nothing to keep them out ; it is just 

the neighbors' cattle. 
3366a. It serves the purpose of a common ?-Almost. 
3367. Do the authorities at Coranderrk ever impound cattle ?-No, not lately-riot for two 

years now. 
3368. Do you think there would be any difficulty in impounding them, if they desired it ?-No, 

I do not think there would be at all. 	 . 

3369. It would be as easy to do it there as any other run ?-No, because Mr. Mitchell joins it. 
3370. That would not prevent them being brought to the pound ?-No. 
3371. Is Mitchell's fenced ?-No, they are both open. 
3372. Are the Coranderrk cattle allowed to go on Mitchell's ground ?-Yes. 
3373. And Mitchell's cattle on Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
3373a. Are all the selections in the neighborhood fenced in ?-Yes, I think they are. 
3374. Do you know the number of selections there are up there ?-Six, I think, that I know of. 
3375. You think they are all fenced in ?-Yes. 
3376. Is Kelly's selection fenced ?-Yes, I think it is. 
3377. It is the cattle from the township that go over to the black station then ?-Yes, I expect it 

would be. 
3378. Have you any information to give with reference to the station-what you know yourself, of 

your own observation. Do you think the general appearance of the blacks is as good as it used to be ?-Far 
better than it used to be-better clothed, better fed-no hanging about or begging, as they used to do. 
They used to come round to the houses begging. 

3378a. How long since ?-About six years ago. 
3379. They seem better fed, better clad, and better looked after ?-Yes, a great deal. 
3380. Are you in the habit of attending court here ?-No, I have never been here when a case from 

the station has been heard. 
3381. You cannot tell whether they come as often before the court as they used to ?-No. 
3382. Their general behaviour, you think, is better ?-Yes. 
3383. You have not seen any drunk lately ?-No, I have not. 

The witness withdrew. 

Thomas. Harris sworn.-Further examined. 

3384. You are working overseer at Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
3385. Have you got the whole control of the hop ground and the farm at Coranderrk ?-I have the 

whole control of the hop garden. As regards the farm, I have no instructions whatever as to what I have 
charge of, and what I have not. 

3386. With reference to the farm, can you do what you like-put in crop or leave it out as you 
please ?-I can put in the crop. Captain Page sends up and tells me to put in oats or potatoes, which I do. 
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3387. Can you do anything of that kind without Captain Page's orders ?-Yes, I can put in oats and Thomas Harris, 
potatoes. 	 continugd, 

18th Nov. 1881. 
3388. Do they restrict the crop to a certain number of acres-do they prevent your putting in as 

many acres as you like ?-No, I have never been prevented. 
3389. You can put in a certain number of acres of oats and barley and potatoes ?-If I have men in 

the season to do it. 
3390. You are not prevented by the authorities ?-No. 
3391. Are you allowed to grow as many potatoes as would serve the station ?-I could do it, but I 

have not the labor to do it. A twelvemonth ago, when I wanted to put potatoes in, Johnny Charles was 
away at the Wimmera. Tommy Farmer was the other ploughman, but he died. 

3392. Is want of labor the reason you have not grown potatoes ?-It is. 
3393. Did you complain to the Inspector ?-I did not. 
3394. Did the blacks complain to you that they were not getting potatoes ?-I put in an acre and 

a half of potatoes on the creek, where the oats are now, and they died of dry rot. 
3395. When was that ?-Last season. 
3396. Did you grow enough last year to serve the blacks ?-The year before there was. 
3397. Plenty ?-Not so much as there has been. I had about eight tons. 
3398. Were they complaining year after year that you were not growing enough to serve them ?-

Yes ; they used to say they had not enough potatoes. 
3399. What did you say ?-I told them I had not the men. 
3400. Did you think it was necessary to grow potatoes for the use of the blacks ?-It was necessary 

if I could have got them in. 
3401. You did not consider it was your duty to ask the Inspector to give you more hands to put 

them in ?-I did not ask. 
3402. Neither Captain Page nor Mr. Strickland ?-I cannot remember doing so. 
3403. Did Mr. Strickland ask you to see about putting in potatoes ?-The time I had them on the 

creek he asked me to put them in. 
3404. Did he last year ?-That was last year. 
3405. Does he not always inquire how the farming is going on ?-Mr. Strickland takes no interest 

in the farming work at all. 
3406. Do not you receive instructions from the Board ?-I never get any instructions ; I never got 

a letter directed to me for the last three years. 
3407. Do you find the blacks good workmen ?-There are some good workmen. 
3408. One witness said he could work the hop ground with seven white men ; do you think he 

could ?-I do not think so. 
3409. You are left in the supposed charge of the land without any instructions respecting it ?-

I have no instructions whatever. 
3410. No letters to inquire how the station is going on as to the home supplies ?-Not to me. 

When there is a notice of anything comes to me and tells me I will have to stop those men splitting on 
contract, or anything of that sort. 

3411. Do the blacks, when they are working for you in the hops, take spells when they think 
proper--do they knock off and take a rest ?-There are some that do that, but not all ; the elderly men 
I cannot prevent doing it. 

3412. Those are the real blacks ?-Yes. 
3413. Do they stop to have a smoke ?-They stop at ten o'clock to have a smoke, and at three in 

the afternoon, for a quarter of an hour. 
3414. How is the labor employed there ; there seems to be a great number of men upon the station ? 

-At the hops at the present time. Instead of ploughing, cross ploughing this year ; I had to dig one way 
and plough the other way. 

3415. Nearly all the able-bodied men are employed on the hops ?-Yes. 
3416. How long have you been on the hop ground ?-Seven years. The third year after I tried 

I got a £10 present from the Board, because I was so successful in the drying. 
3417. You are supplied with poles by white people ?-Yes. 
3418. Always ?-Not always, not in Mr. Halliday's time ; once in his time the blacks got them. 
3419. When were you last supplied ?-This last poling. 
3420. Who supplied you then ?-Robert Farrell. 
3421. Do you know the price he got ?-Cl 2s. 6d. per hundred, delivered. 
3422. Were they good poles ?-Very good poles. 
3423. You counted them and passed them ?-Yes, I threw out some. 
3424. Do you think he had too much for them ?-I could not say-he grumbled at the time. 
3425. Who called for tenders ?-I could not say ; I had no letter-no intimation at all. 
3426. Were tenders called for ?-Yes. 
3427. How many tenders were there?-I could not say. 
3428. You cannot tell whether his tender was the lowest or not ?-I cannot say. 
3429. Do you think 22s. 6d. was a fair price for the poles ?-I do not know what other gentlemen 

give for theirs ; they have to go a good way back for them now. 
3430. Who superintended the cutting of the poles when the blacks did it ?-I was with them. 
3431. What did it cost ?-Two shillings a hundred, and found in rations. 
3432. Who carted them down ?-There were two of our men carting them out of the paddock, and 

Mr. Chandler carted them from there. 
3433. They got 2s. a hundred for cutting them down and putting them in heaps ?-Yes. 
3434. Do you get any specified orders how to work the hop ground from Mr. Strickland or Captain 

Page ?-No only with the manure. I get instructions as to that. 
3435. Do you get it from town ?-Yes. 
3436. Who brings it from town ?-Mr. Lalor has the contract for it. 
3437. What does he get for it ?-I do not know. 
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3438. You can plough in the hop ground at any time you like without hindrance ?-I have instruc 

18th Nov. 1881, tions to plough. 
3439. At any particular time ?-No ; I can plough it when I like. I am not hindered. 
3440. You can manage the working of the place as you like ?-Yes ; no one interferes with me. 
3441. Do you pay more attention to the hop ground than the farm ?-I do. 
3442. You consider the hop ground the first consideration ?-Yes ; I think the hops should be 

looked after first. 
3443. You would rather look after the hops first than provide proper food for the blacks out of the 

farm ?-If I did not look after the hops I should have great complaints from the people outside. 
3444. Who are they ?-People round Healesville. 
3445. Do they dictate to you what to do ?-No ; but they say I do not do this and the other. 
3446. Do you do what they wish ?-No. 
3447. Do you take any notice of it ?-No. 
3448. The Board have always been pleased with the manner in which you conducted the hop 

ground ?-I have never heard to the contrary. 
3449. Do you go to Melbourne often ?-No. 
3450. When were you there last ?-I was called down on the 21st ; last Monday, I think. 
3451. Who called you down ?-Mr. Strickland brought a telegram to me, and said that I was called 

to Melbourne. 
3452. Did you go ?-Yes, the next morning. 
3453. Did you see Captain Page ?-Yes, the next morning at Temple Court, with Mr. Curr. 
3454. What did they want with you ?-The first thing Captain Page asked was if the men had 

resisted to work in the hop garden with me. I said no, unless it was the time they were waiting so long 
for their money. The butchers had refused to give them meat. There was four months' wages due to 
them, and the butchers had stopped giving them meat, and they said they would go and hunt for meat, 
which they did. The money came up and they went to work again, and worked on all right. 

3455. Did Captain Page or Mr. Curr find fault with you ?-Yes, Mr. Curr found fault with me. 
3456. For what ?-He asked me if I did not consider I was under the Board. I said I was under 

the Board. He said I had gone entirely against the Board. 
3457. Did he tell you what he meant by going against the Board ?--No. 
3458. What did you understand by that ?-That I had spoken in a way I should not in the evidence. 
3459. That you did not speak favorably towards the Board ?-That is what it was, I suppose. 
3460. Did he want you to say what you did not consider just ?-He said I ought to have been 

favorable to the Board instead of going against it ; that I was under the Board. 
3461. Did he mention anything you said that he was not satisfied with ?-About the fence-that 

it was no use putting the boundary fence up, for the people would come and cut the fence down before my 
eyes. I said it never had been done. The fence had been cut down once, but I never saw them do it, and 
Mr. Curr said that it never would be a station until it was sold and occupied by white people. 

3462. Did he find fault with you for giving evidence before the Board when sitting at Coranderrk 
or for giving a report to anybody else-did he threaten to dismiss you ?-No ; but he seemed in a great 
rage. 

3463. How did he show his rage ?-He got up and walked past me once, and sat down again, and 
stamped his foot. 

3464. Had you said anything against the Board in your evidence ?-Not that I was aware of ; 
only about the fencing and the hops, and about the stock-rider being put off-Robert Wandon. He was 
stopped by Mr. Strickland 

3465. Did Captain Page reprimand you ?-He did not say anything, only questioned me about the 
men-how they had been at work since the inquiry-had they resisted going to work. 

3466. You left the office that day ?-Yes. 
3467. Did you see Captain Page after that before you returned to the station ?-I saw him in Kew. 
3468. What brought him after you there ?-I do not know what was in the letter. 
3469. He came with a letter ?-Yes, and some locks for doors. 
3470. Did he scold you for going there ?-He asked me what the mischief brought me there. He 

said he supposed I had come there to work mischief like others. 
3471. At Kew ?-Yes. 
3472. How could you make mischief at Kew ?-I came through Richmond to see if I could see a 

man who owed me about 
3473. Did Captain Page ask you to meet him at the coach in Bourke street ?-Yes. I told Captain 

Page, if there was anything to come to Coranderrk, very likely I should be at the coach office, and if he 
came there he would see me. When I came to the office I thought about the man that I wanted to see to 
get my money, and I said to the clerk at the booking office, if any parcel came by Captain Page, he could 
give it to the driver, it would be all right. 

3474. Did Captain Page direct you to meet him at the coach office ?-He did not direct me ; I told 
him that very likely I would be there. 

3475. You did not wait at the coach office ?-No. 
3476. Did he send a parcel ?-Yes, the locks for the doors. 
3477. Do you think, if you had the whole management of the station, you could make it pay ?-No 

one man could take charge of the station himself. He never could take charge of the hop garden and stock 
and work the farm. 

3478. Would you approve of dividing the responsibility of the place ?-The superintendent wants 
to understand farm work, or it can never be worked. 

3479. Would you have the superintendent work ?-He should be out with the men. I do not say 
he ought to work, but he ought to be out with them. Mr. Halliday used to be out with the men two and 
three times a day. 

3480. Under a superintendent who knew farming work, do you think the blacks could manage the 
farm ?-I do. 

SJ, 



81 

cx 

Thomas Harri% 
conttnuea. 

18th Nov. 1881.. 

hl  

fo 

4 

3481. Without white labor ?-Yes. 
3482. Do you think they could manage the hop ground without white labor ?-No, I do not 

think so. 
3483. Where would they be backward ?-Very likely some of them would be careless in the 

pruning or drying ; they would never be able to dry. 
3484. Who dries the hops now ?--I do. 
3485. Who attends to the picking while you are drying ?-Three years ago there was a man of 

the name of Ellis who was in the hop ground. The year after that a man was sent named William Dunn, 
from Melbourne, who has been working with Captain Page and Mr. Le Sceuf, and last season he was 
sent also. 

3486. Do you think it is necessary to have skilled labor at the tying and picking of the hops, to 
see it is done properly ?-Tommy Dunolly and Alick Campbell measured the hops, and two of the boys 
kept tally of the bushels. 

3487. Did they manage as well as Dunn ?-They managed as well. I could not see much 
difference. 

3488. Could there be any difference without your seeing ?-I could not say as to the measuring. 
3489. Could you trust them ?-You could trust them if the superintendent was there. 
3490. He could not be there and on the farm at the same time ?-There is no farm work when the 

hops are being picked. 
3491. You mentioned about dismissing the stock-rider ?-Yes ; he was dismissed by Mr. Strickland. 

In the first year that William Dunn was sent to Coranderrk for the hops, when he wanted money, Mr. 
Strickland told him if he wanted money he could give him a single salary sheet ; he could sign it, and 
send it down and draw his money. Dunn said he could get his money from Captain Page, so for the first 
year he did not get paid on the station. 

3492. Where did he come from ?-I think from Gembrook. 
3493. Whose servant was he ?-I do not know whether he was Captain Page's servant or Mr. Le 

Smuf's. I am not sure. 
3494. Have they farms at Gembrook ?-I think so. 
3495. He was not paid in the usual way ?-Not the first year. 
3496. What was Wandon dismissed for ?-I could not say. Mr. Strickland got a letter from 

Captain Page. 
3497. Did he do his work properly ?-In my presence he did it properly. It was reported that he 

had taken money from selectors outside. 
3498. To let their cattle run on the station ?-Yes. 
3499. Who reported that ?-I was told of it. I believe it appeared in the paper. 
3500. Who told you ?-Captain Page told me it was stated so ; that he had taken money from the 

selectors when I was down. He got half a sovereign once. I was down at Lilydale, and there was a cow 
got away. She ran to the foot of Mount Riddell, and Mr. Rourke said he would give half a sovereign as a 
reward for her. Bobby Wandon found her, and brought her in, and Mr. Rourke sent over and got her 
Wandon sent down for the money by Alick Campbell, and he brought back word that Mr. Rourke had 
given it to Mr. Strickland one court day. Wandon went and asked him for it. He did not give it at the 
time, but he got it afterwards. 

3501. Was that a bribe ?-I do not call it that ; it was a reward. Mr. Rourke told him he would 
give 10s. for the beast. 

3502. How do you know he got it afterwards ?-He told me he got it. 
3503. Do you know the time that elapsed between Mr. Strickland receiving the money and 

handing it over to Wandon ?-1 could not say. It might have been a month I should say. 
3504. You do not remember exactly ?-I could not say exactly. Wandon threatened to take 

Mr. Strickland to court if he did not give it up. 
3505. You do not know why Mr. Strickland objected to give him the money ?-I do not. 
3506. Had he done anything wrong ?-No. 
3507. His duties were to put cattle out ?-Yes, and to keep the fences up. He did keep them out 

as much as he could. It was not a post-and-rail fence. It was no use to put up a post-and-rail fence. 
We had a chock-and-log fence on the Yarra. As soon as they found they could jump this fence they were 
never away from there. 

3508. The boundary on the south side is all open ?-It is all open, but there is not much trespassing 
there. Mr. Mitchell has not many cattle out. 

3509. Is all his purchased land fenced in ?-Yes, he has told me so. 
3510. You say Wandon performed his duties very well as far as you knew ?-Yes. 
3511. Were you in the habit of going out with him on the run ?-Yes. 
3512. How long is it since he was dismissed ?-I think it must be two years. 
3513. Does Captain Page go round the run with you when he is up ?-He has never been with me. 
3514. Could he have gone round without you-without your knowledge ?-I have never known 

him go off the station round the run. 
3515. Could not he go without your knowledge ?-He could go, but I do not know what horse he 

would have. 
3516. How much fencing is wanting to be done P-A mile and a half of fencing will secure this side 

up to the selections. 
3517. If Farrell says you have plenty of timber to do that fencing, would that be true ?-There is 

timber on the ground that could be split. 
3518. Could the blackfellows do that ?-So many of them have got bad colds, but if they were in 

health they could do it. 
3519. Could you spare sufficient of them to do the work ?-Not now. 
3520. They are employed all the year round 1P-In the winter time we could spare them. 
3521. Are you able to divide your work into winter and summer work, so as to keep the men 

employed ?-It takes all the men in the hop poling and hop picking. 
3522. How long does it take for the poling ?-A month to dig, a month to prune, and a month to 

pole. Mr. Burgess used to reckon three months. 
CORANDEREIC. 
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3523. And a month for hop picking ?-Yes. 
3524. But you employ the men on the hop ground besides those four months ?-Tying up, stacking 

the poles, and hoeing round the hills. 
3525. You can work them right up to the time of picking the hops ?-There is a month before they 

are fit to pick, when the men are idle. 
3526. They might be fencing ?-They have the privilege of going fishing if they get on well with 

the hop work. 
3527. How many months in the year are they not in the hop ground ?-I might say four months. 
3528. Could they not erect the fencing during the four months they are not engaged in the hops ?-

Willie Parker and Harmony were putting up the fence. 
3529. Supposing a number of the blacks who work with you should say they are employed 

all the year round on the hops, and have no time to spare for anything else, would that be the truth ?-
They have been employed with me, but I am not in the hop garden all the year. 

3530. What else are you doing ?-This last year I was clearing away the timber from the front of 
the station. I dug large pits and burnt it, and Captain Page said he would stop it if it was not interfering 
with Mr. Strickland's work, but he let me go on with it. The timber was rung in Mr. Halliday's time, 
and the people cut it down for firewood. 

3531. Did you construct those bridges on the road to Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
3532. With black labor ?-Yes. 
3533. Last winter ?-No, the winter before. 
3534. That is all you have done in the shape of improvements ?-All, except what fencing they 

have put along the road and clearing this hill. 
3535. How many years' labor is that ?-Two years. 
3536. What were you doing the rest of the year when you were not employed on the hops ; there 

is such a small amount of improvements during the last two years you must have been doing something 
more, or else have been idle ?-I can hardly say what we were doing, but my time-book would say what 
every man has been doing. 

3537. We want to know if you have sufficient time to do more than has been done, or if the hops 
and the farm keep you at work ?-This last year I should have had new hop-poles ; every pole has been 
re-pointed, which has taken the men two months to do. 

3538. How many men did it take ?-I had every man after burning the timber. 
3539. How many have you altogether in the hop garden ?-I could hardly state. 
3540. You stated just now that you could do the hop work in four months ; does that include the 

two months it took to point the poles ?-No. 
3541. Do they require to be re-pointed every year ?-No, not every year ; those that are new this 

year will not require it next year, nor perhaps the year after. 
3542. You are employed six months every third year ?-Yes. 
3543. What time does it take to put the farm in order-how many months during the year ?-We 

could do the ploughing in a month ; it was done in twenty-eight days the year before last. 
3544. Have you only one man that can plough on the station ?-Only one. 
3545. How long does it take to put the farm in order in each year ?-I should say a month for 

putting in the crop and a month for taking it off. 
3546. That is two months, and six months for the hops, that is eight months ; you have four 

months more for other improvements ?-During the times between the hop work and the other work they 
go and cut a good deal of wood for themselves, to prepare for the time when they go into the garden ; they 
get five or six loads ; and some go and hunt for meat, to save their butcher's bill. 

3547. What does the man get for ploughing ?-This last season he receives the same as the other 
men ; he gets more hours, looking after his horses. 

3548. He is constantly employed looking after the horses ?-Yes. 
3549. He would have no broken time ?-If he is looking after his horses two hours a day, he gets 

paid for two hours a day. 
3550. Have you a team of bullocks ?-We could make two teams. 
3551. Do you work them occasionally ?-When we require them. 
3552. You have the harness and dray, and all complete ?-Yes. 
3553. If a witness says you have no team of bullocks he would be telling a falsehood ?-11e would. 
3554. How many bullocks have you ?-Ten. We could have many more if we had work for them. 
3555. They are doing nothing most of the time ?-Nothing. 
3556. Is that profitable ?-They were drawing posts and rails from the bush. 
3557. How long ago ?-Before pruning the hops. Morgan used to cart wood for the men, and 

Mr. Strickland said he did not think it was right to cart wood for the men, so I put him into the hop 
paddock. 

3558. How do the men cart their wood P.-With the horse and cart, unless they get in the bullocks. 
3559. Can they do so ?-Yes, I give them permission to do it. 
3560. Have they not to do that in their own time-they are not paid for that ?-No. 
3561. If they go carting wood, that means no wages ?-Yes. 
3562. Do you think if a man likes to be industrious and work hard through the week he can earn 

enough to pay for his butcher's meat ?-Yes, I think it is possible he could. 
3563. Do they have to find candles and kerosene and furniture out of their own money ?-They 

have to find candles and kerosene, unless there is any one sick in the house. 
3564. No furniture is given to them ?-They get no furniture.

, 
 

3565. No towels ?-No towels. 
3566. Do they get cooking utensils ?-I think they have. Some of them got things sent up from 

town, but I could not say who or what. 
3567. Are they allowed wash-hand basins P-I do not think they are allowed basins. 
3568. Where do they wash ?-At the tap, many of them. 
3569. Do you think they are well looked after and well fed ?-The orphans grumble to me about 

the rations, and want to know if I can give them a little. Supposing I have a child nearly two years old, 
I get nothing for him, and he consumes nearly as much tea and sugar as one that is four years old. 
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3570. You think the rations are not enough ?-Not for those that have children nearly two years 
old. I see them nearly always out. 

3571. Has each but a camp oven for baking bread ?-Some of them have. 
3572. What do those do that have not ?-I do not know. 
3573. Is not there an oven in the place ?--There is an oven, a new one ; it has been erected about 

three months. 
3574. And the copper, I suppose, has been built about the same length of time-since the deputation 

waited upon Mr. Berry ?-Yes, since then ; but the oven has never been used yet. 
3575. Do you think the flour should be baked on the place ?-I think so. 
3576. Some of the people send their flour to Healesville to be baked ?-Some do. 
3577. And receive bread in return P-Yes. 
3578. Is that oven large enough to bake for the whole station P-1 forget what the men told me the 

oven would hold ; I think it was a hundredweight of flour baked into bread. 
3579. Do you plant potatoes every season P-I have planted potatoes every season, but the last two 

seasons they have not come to anything, both seasons were so dry ; last season it was rather late, and they 
got the dry rot. 

3580. What time were they planted ?-Christmas. 
3581. Was the seed fresh at the time ?-The seed was good and fresh from Melbourne. 
3582. How long was it cut before it was planted ?-Cut as they planted it. 
3583. Have you planted any this season ?-Yes. 
3584. Was the seed good ?-Some good and some not. Bobby picked them out. 
3585. How long were they cut before they were put in ?-Kelly came down to plough one day and 

the potatoes were cut ready to put in, and he was going to continue on, but he could not. 
3586. What sort of potatoes were they ?-Warrnambool potatoes. 
3587. Were they sound before they were cut 2-Many of them were, but some were bruised in 

the bag. 
3588. How long were they cut before they were planted ?-As much as six days-perhaps seven. 
3589. How many of those plants will come up do you think P-1 think nearly all of them will come 

up that Kelly planted. 
3590. Have the blacks to buy straw for their beds ?-Yes, that was Captain Page's instruction to 

me two years ago. I asked him, when he was on the station, if the people could be allowed the hay or 
straw that was in the stack. He said no ; the men were getting paid for ploughing the land, and harrowing, 
and mowing, and carting, and if they wanted straw they must buy it. 

3591. Does that account for their sleeping on rushes ?-I could not say. 
3592. Were you authorized to sell them the straw ?-No, they must buy it elsewhere. 
3593. What were you doing with the hay and straw on the station ?-Cutting it into chaff. 
3594. Have you a barn on the place ?-No. 
3595. Is there a bath on the place ?-There is one in the schoolhouse for the children. 
3596. Do you grow enough food for the horses on the station ?-No, we have had to buy corn. 
3597. You have been on the station all the time since it was first established here ?-I have. 
3598. Do you grow oats P-I cut it down for chaff two years ago. The oats were as good as the 

oats you buy, and I cut the straw into chaff. 
3599. What horses require oats ?-Mr. Strickland has one in the stable for about four months-the 

black horse that he rides. 
3600. That is the horse Phinnimore grooms ?-That is the one. 
3601. How do you feed the plough horses ?-With chaff and a little corn. 
3602. You say you cut the oats you grow into chaff without thrashing ?-Yes. 
3603. Is that by instructions, or your own judgment ?-My own judgment. 
3604. Would they prevent your thrashing it ?-No. 
3605. You prefer cutting it up into chaff ?-Yes. 
3606. You do that when the crop is failing ?-It was very coarse stuff. 
3607. It would not pay to let it ripen ?-It was all but ripe. 
3608. Do you grow enough to keep the station going ?-Not the last year. 
3609. Do all the horses that are worked get oats ?-All that I work get some. 

A 	 3610. The horses that are working get properly fed ?-Yes ; I give them what I think proper. 
)  

	

* 	 3611. You do not feed the horses that sire not working ?-No. 
 3612. How many, as a rule, have you working ?-Three just now. There are five draught horses 

on the station ; one is for wood, generally. 
3613. What amount of oats do you give them ?-Each feed I give them about a quart of oats with 

the chaff. 
3614. Do you feed four horses in the stable ?-No ; I do not keep any of my horses in the stable at 

night. 
3615. What horses are kept in the stable and fed P-Mr. Strickland's are stable fed. 
3616. How many has he ?-He has had two. He sold one to a gentleman in Melbourne, and it was 

returned to him. It was clipped, and could not be turned out, so it was kept in. 
3617. Are you in fear of being dismissed for giving evidence before the Board ?-I hardly know. 
3618. For speaking the truth ?-It is very probable I may be dismissed. 
3619. You would rather not be dismissed ?-I do not want to leave the place. I always had a 

	

t  A 	 great love for the blacks. 
3620. You Wrote a letter to Mrs.`Bon, in which you said you hoped you would not hear any more 

about this again-you say, " Several have advised me to write"-whom did you mean by that ?-Several 
on the way up came and asked me where I had been. I said I had been down to Melbourne. 

3621. " Several have advised me to write that are interested in the blacks"-who are they ?- 
Several on the coach, when I was coming up from Melbourne. 

3622. Would you know them again ?-I do not know either of them. 
3623. Did they induce you to write ?-No ; they said they thought it ought to be made known. I 

think one was a carpenter, that was going to work to Ringwood. We were talking in the coach all the 
way along. 

Thomas Harris, 
continued, 
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3624. In that letter you seem to lead us to believe that you were led to write that letter-you say, 
" Several have advised me" ?-Those men on the coach said it ought to be made known. 

3625. You were telling them you were reprimanded ?-We were talking about different things. 
3626. Did you tell us all that Mr. Curr said to you. You say here, "I went and got a reprimanding 

from Mr. Curr ; told me that I had gone direct against the Board ; that I had done wrong. Leaving the office, 
told Captain Page if there was anything to go up I would take it. I got my ticket and came to Richmond 
-to Kew. Captain Page came to the Junction hotel-O'Shaughnessy's. What the mischief brought you 
out here-came out like others to make more mischief, like others.' I want this to be made known, what 
the Board has done with me on the quiet." Have they threatened you with any punishment ?-No. 

3627. What do you mean by what the Board did with you on the quiet ?-I was called down at an 
hour's notice. I was frightened to go down ; I did not know what was up. 

3628. Are you keeping anything back that was said to you by Mr. Curr ?-About Robert Wandon, 
they said he did not do his duty. I cannot remember anything else Mr. Curr said to me, except about 
keeping sheep-that we could not keep sheep on the station, it would require the fencing of the flat. I said 
sheep could not be kept all the whole year-it would require a good deal more fencing to keep sheep. 
That is all that Mr. Curr scolded me about. He stamped his foot at me, and said I had gone direct against 
the Board. I thought that I would get my dismissal next day. 

3629. Did he say he thought you were on his side ?-He said I was not on the Board's side. 
3630. Did he say he thought' you were ?-He said he thought I was not. 
3631. Who are the members of the Central Board of Aborigines ?.-I could not tell the names 

of them. 
Captain Page read out the followin g 	of the members of the Board, viz. :-Messrs. Jennings, 

Sumner, Curr, Macredie, Hopkins, Shepherd, and Anderson. 
3632. Could you not find one of the several that induced you to write on the station ?-No, not one, 

nor in Healesville-they came as far as Lilydale, and no further. 
'  3633. By Captain Page.-When you came to town did not you state that the report in the Argus 

was incorrect ?-I was asked if I signed my statement-I said " No, I did not sign my name at the bottom 
after I was examined." I said there were some things that were incorrect, such as keeping sheep. 

3634. That is all you said ?-I might have said more. 
3635. That is the only part incorrect ?-I cannot remember anything else. 
3636. Did you not state you were unable to explain everything when Dr. Embling and Mrs. Bon 

were up there ?-No. 
3637. Did not Mr. Curr tell you that, as a servant of the Board, you should have insisted upon 

telling everything ?-Yes. As regards meat, Mr. Curr or Captain Page said he thought I knew all the 
rules and regulations concerning meat, which I do not. 

3638. I am asking you if Mr. Curr did not tell you you should have told everything to the Board ? 
-I told everything I was asked. I answered every question I was asked. 

3639. Did not Mr. Curr tell you that ?-So I did. 
3640. Did he ask you that ?-Yes. 
3641. By the Board-You told him that you did ?-I 
3642. By Captain Page.-Had you any cause or reason to think you would be dismissed ?-I 

thought so by the way Mr. Curr spoke-the manner in which he spoke to me-that I had gone against the 
Board-he spoke so harsh to me. 

3643. By the Board.-Is the drainage imperfect in the hop ground ?-It is at the bottom-tile 
grass is growing up. 

3644. You would not consider it imperfect all through ?-No. 
3645. If Mr. Lucas said it was imperfect, would he be telling the truth ?-No. 
3646. How often has he been in the hop ground with you ?-Once. 
3647. If he says three times, would that be true ?-No ; quite wrong. He was on the station about 

three months ago, looking for a horse, and I went up to the kiln with him. He never went to the hop 
garden. He has gone on once with me, but never since. 

3648. By Captain Page.-Have you seen his hop poles ?-No, not this last two years. 
3649. Did not you tell me a month or two ago you had seen them ?-I have seen them in the bush, 

not in the garden. 
3650. Are they fit for poles ?-No, not for hops. I would not put them for hops. 
3651. Are they too big 1-It will kill the hops. 
3652. How ?-If the pole is too large it will destroy the hill-it retards the growth ; there is not 

the strength for the following year. 
3653. What timber are they made of ?-Stringybark, peppermint, or anything he can get. 
3654. Were our poles taken over by you ?-Yes, I took them over. 
3655. Do you remember Mr. Shoebridge visiting the station with me ?-Yes, I do. 
3656. What was his opinion-did he say the hop ground was not properly worked ?-No ; he 

suggested some small improvements about the tools and scarifiers. 
3657. Anything else in the drainage way ?-Nothing to me about the drainage. The statement he 

made to me was that I had got to the top of the tree and could get no higher. 
3658. Did you say it was unsatisfactory having the blacks to measure out the hops-that they were 

apt to do a little cheating ?-When the hops came to be weighed it took more bushels to make a bale than 
when others did it. 

3659. Was it not an improvement getting it done by the blacks ?-I think a white man should have 
the superintendence, as other superintendents have done before. 

3660. Have you ever refused to find a man work when he has asked for it ?-No. 
3661. Do you consider that they are clothed as well as the people about here ?-They are clothed 

as well as any people about here, but I could not say whether it is served out upon the station, or whether 
it is bought. I never see the clothes served out. 

3662. The rations consist of 10 lbs. of flour, 2 lbs. of sugar, and a quarter of a pound of tea-is that 
sufficient ?-Yes, it does for me. 

3663. You serve out the rations to the aborigines ?-Yes. 
3664. The same quantity ?-The same. 
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3665. By the Board.-You get the same as the aborigines ?-I was allowed by Mr. Strickland some 
time ago a little more sugar. Sometimes the hawker comes to stop with me, and, unless I get a little over, 
that makes me run short. 

3666. Can you supply the others ?-Not always. 
3667. By Captain Page.-Does the butcher bring any weights with him to weigh the meat ?-Not 

in the earlier days. 
3668. At the present time ?-I could not say. 
3669. You knew the other day ?-He weighs the house meat, and the people that buy weigh it 

themselves ; but I do not think the meat that people outside get from the Government is weighed. 
3670. Could the butcher cheat them with the meat ?-When Harper was staying with me two years 

ago, he used to weigh his meat, and he would get a pound and a pound and a half short weight. 
3671. Do they ever bring their own scales ?-I have seen them weighing their own meat at the 

cart ; they use Wandon's scales. 
3672. Do they weigh their own rations ?-They have done it. 
3673. Did Wandon pass his time off the station when he was stock-riding ?-Yes, he was off the 

station occasionally. 
3674. A good deal of his time-would you say that ?-I could not say a good deal, but he was 

away. He used to go away for the mail ; he used to go very early, and not be back very early. 
3675. Was he worth paying 10s. a week for what he did ?-Yes ; he used to put a good many 

cattle out ; he used to go out Mount Riddell way. 
3676. Did you not complain to me, time after time, about his not doing anything, and the fences 

being down and gates open ?-I cannot remember about the gates ; he used to complain about the fences, 
and we used to go and help him. 

3677. Are not the fences chopped down ?-They have been pulled down to let cattle in, not 
chopped down. 

3678. If that piece of fencing near the township was done, would that be respected more than the 
other part of the fencing ?-There is a roadway through that. There would be more people going by than 
over there, but it wants two wires besides the post and rails. You may impound cattle to-day, and to 

s . 	morrow you may go and find them at the station again, wherever there is good grass. 
3679. Did you state to me that the people of Coranderrk and Healesville habitually cut down the 

Coranderrk fences ?-I told you that was cut down over at the road, no more. 
3680. Have you a selection alongside the river ?-I have. 
3681. If I had been along the fence there, would you consider I had been on the run ?-Yes. 
3682. You do not always travel about with me on the station when I am there ?-No, I never think 

it my place. It is Mr. Strickland's place. I have charge of the men. 
3683. Do you think you could make the place self-supporting with the people you have on at the 

present time 	do not think so, unless there was a man to assist me. 
3684. If you had two men ?-Yes, I think the place could be made self-supporting then. 
3685. What would it cost to keep it up P-I could not say. 
3686. Do you know what you get off it ?-No. 

4 	 3687. You have arrived at that opinion by thinking over it ?-I think if it was fenced in it could be 
made self-supporting. 

3688. Did you tell me you thought you could make £1,000 a year out of it with a great deal of 
trouble ?-Yes ; there was that made out of it in the early days. Mr. Kerr brought his steam-engine and 
thrashed a great quantity of oats one year. I think it was 900 bushels. 

3689. By the Board.-Did you ever sell butter ?-In the early days. 
3690. And oats ?-And oats. 
3691. And cheese ?-There was cheese made there. 
3692. You sold potatoes at one time ?-Yes. 
3693. You had no hops then ?-No, they were just put in-the first hops were just put in. 
3694. You think it wants two working men to carry the place on ?-Yes ; there was Mr. Burgess 

in the hop garden, and when I was not in the hop garden I was at other work. It is impossible to do it if 
there are not two. 

3695. By Captain Page.-You were speaking about straw for the beds-was it not at your recom-
mendation that they got that grass P-No ; I asked you if I should let them have straw. 

3696. Why were no oats put in last year ?-Johnny Charles was away at the Wimmera. 
3697. What was the excuse you gave me that they were not put in after the oats were sent up ?-

I could not say now. 
3698. You spoke about not receiving instructions-what instructions would you require when you 

are in charge of the hop ground ?-In the early days, under Mr. Brough Smyth and the other managers, I 
had two giving instructions what I was to do outside, and what I was to do in the hop garden. In the 
hop garden I was to consider myself wholly under dr. Burgess. 

3699. What instructions do you want ?-To know what I was to do as regards fencing or farm work. 
3700. It is your place to report if there is anything particular or out of the common-are the men 

working as well as they used to do ?-Yes. 
3701. What do you call working well-how many hours a week ?-Seven hours a day some work. 
3702. What do you call good work for them for a week P-1 do not know how many hours a day 

they work-it is in the time-book. They have worked very well since they got their money. 
3703. Do you call three whole days in the week good ?-They might be away one day cutting wood 

and another day to cart, and they do not work on Saturdays. 
3704. They can work on Saturdays if they like ?-They can ; but they do not. They take 

Saturdays for hunting, to save their butcher's bill. 
3705. Are you aware how much a man gets if he chooses to work for meat ?-I have heard, but I 

do not remember. 
3706. By the Board.-Do you keep their time ?-I do. 
3707. If they get 32d. an  hour, and they work 36 hours a week, do you know how much it would 

come to ?-Close up to 15s., I think. 
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Thomas Harris, 
continued, 

18th Nov. 18t1. 

William Lalor, 
15th Nov. 1881. 

3708. By Captain Page.-Would you be surprised to hear that a man, who had a wife and two 

children, gets ls. 4d. a day for meat alone ?-I do not know about it. I never trouble about the meat at all. 

3709. By the Board.-Supposing they earn 9s. a week, have they all that to spend on meat, or 
have they anything to buy, such as furniture and bedsteads ?-A good many of them have to buy clothes. 
There is a:hawker now at Lillydale, a Mr. Wilson ; they buy their Sunday clothes from him. The butcher 
has to lay by for a time for his money. 

3710. The 9s. has to be divided into two or three expensive things ?-Yes. 
3711. By Captain Page.-Is Mr. Lucas an authority on hops ?-I do not think so. He came over 

the hop garden the first time he came up, and you told me you knew him, and advised me to keep away 
from him, which I have done. 

The witness withdrew. 

William Lalor sworn and examined. 

3712. Do you cart the stuff for Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
3713. Have you the contract for that ?--Yes. 
3714. Did you tender for it?-Yes. 
3715. That is every year ?-Yes. 
3716. They tender it for twelve months ?-Yes. 
3717. What do you get ?-£2 6s. a ton. 
3718. Do you get at that rate if you have a hundredweight ?-Only that rate if I have fifty pounds 

weight to carry. 
3719. When was the last tender called for ?-It was all the one contract. I tendered for the last 

twelve months, and it was never changed. I was asked if I would carry it at the same price, and I said yes. 
3720. How long have you been at it ?-About three years. 
3721. You consider that a reasonable price ?-Yes. I consider it reasonable, especially when I have 

full loading ; but I often have to come with two hundredweight and less, and then it is not very payable. 
3722. Do you often come up with loading to Coranderrk P-Generally about once a fortnight- 

sometimes oftener. 
3723. Do the blacks complain to you of getting bad treatment ?-Never. 
3724. You think they are well looked after ?-They appear to be. They never made a complaint to 

3725. After the first year there were no tenders called ?-No. 
3726. By Captain Page.-In what way would you think the aborigines are clothed from their 

appearance ?-I see them all pretty well covered. 
3727. They seem as well clothed as the selectors about your part ?-Much better than a great many 

selectors that I have seen. 
3728. Do they come down your way at all ?-Yes, sometimes. 
3729. What are they doing there ?-Fishing sometimes. I often see them this time of the year. 

They fish, and sell their fish-and shooting. 
3730. They do not look like slaves ?-I never saw any slavery about them. I often went to the 

station with loading, and had to carry it in myself. 
3731. They are not paid for that, are they P-I do not know. 
3732. Are they paid for that work ?-No ; but that is not my work. 
3733. Would they not give you a hand ?-Sometimes they would, but more times they would not. 

If I had a load of small packages of sugar they would ; but if I had flour they would not. 
3734. By the Board.-They would not object because they were half-starved ?-No ; they would 

flock round the dray when they saw it come, and when they saw the loading they would clear out. Mr. 
Harris helps me. 

The witness withdrew. 

me. 

Robert Wandon (aboriginal) sworn and examined. 

[Robert Wandon, 	3735. You desired to explain with reference to your dismissal as stock-rider on the station. It is 
18th Nov. 1881. 	• with reference to that you are asked to give evidence to-day. You need not be afraid of any consequences, 

make any statement you wish P-I was dismissed. 
3736. Can you give us the reason ?-I believe it was because I would not give Mr. Strickland a 

ten shillings that he had belonging to me. 
3737. How did he get the ten shillings of yours ?-Johnny Rourke had some cattle, I heard there 

was a reward out for them. I was stock-riding and I found this cow. I brought her down and put her 
into the paddock. He sent a man up and took the cow away, but did not send the money. Mr. Strick-
land was at the court, and Mr. Rourke gave him the ten shillings to give to me. He said he would. He 
kept the ten shillings and showed it to Captain Page, and he said it belonged to the station. 

3738. Did you hear him say that P-Mr. Strickland said he said that. Alick Campbell was going 
down to Lilydale. I asked him to call for the ten shillings. When he came home I asked him did he get 
it. He said no, Mr. Strickland had got it. I went and asked him had he got the ten shillings. He said 
yes. I said, " It is mine." He said, " It belongs to the station." " Who told you ?" " Captain Page." 
I said, " If you do not give it to me I will take you into the Healesville court." I wrote to Rourke, and 
he said to fetch him into court and he would appear. I went to Mr. Strickland after I got the letter. He 
said, " I have never been to the court ; I will go and get change and give you the change," which he did. 

3739. You think it was because you insisted on getting the ten shillings he dismissed you ?--Before 
I found this cow I told Mr. Strickland stock-riding did not agree with me. He said, " I could not do 
without you." A fortnight after I got this ten shillings he came to my place with a Government letter in 
his hand, and said, " The Board has come to the conclusion they can do without a stock-rider, and your 
services are no longer required." I said, " All right, Mr. Strickland." That is all. 

3740. What length of time was there between Mr. Strickland getting the ten shillings and paying 
it over to you ?-About three weeks, I think, because the other court was on not long after. 
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3741. Did they accuse you of neglect-did they tell you you were not attending to your duties Robert Vrandon, 
properly P-No, never. 	 continued, 

18th Nov. 1881. 
3742. Did any one ever complain that you used to leave the station and ride about, stopping at 

Mallory's ?-No, never. 
3743. If they said you were neglecting your duties, would that be an untruth ?-Yes. 
3744. You have not been in the habit of neglecting your duty ?-No. 
3745. Neither Captain Page nor Mr. Strickland complained to you you were neglecting your duty ? 

-No. 
3746. Until they dismissed you ?-Until they dismissed me. 
3747. Did not Thomas Harris complain to you about it ?-No. I never stopped at Mallory's except 

when it was a wet morning, and I had a letter, and I stood till the coach came, and as soon as I delivered 
the letter I rode home again. 

3748. You say, " From information received about the cow"-who gave you that information ?- 
Thomas Harris. 

3749. You applied to be relieved from the duties of stock-rider, and he refused to do so ?-Yes. 
3750. And three weeks after you got your dismissal ?-Yes. 
3751. How much were you paid as stock-rider ?-Ten shillings a week, and rations found. 
3752. What horses did you ride?-Government horses. I rode my own horse, and had to pay 

7s. 6d. to get him shod. 
3753. What had you to do with strange cattle ?-Turn them outside. I told Captain Page, and he 

said, "Put them in the yard, and leave them there till the owners come." 
3754. Do you think you were entitled to that ten shillings when you were paid for turning strange 

cattle out of the run ?-I think I was entitled to the reward if I found the cow that was out for which the 
reward was offered. 

3755. You are married ?-Yes. 
3756. What children have you got ?-Two, and one dead. 
3757. Do you get milk when you require it for those children ?-About the time that Captain Page 

says we got cows I wanted to wean my child, but he stopped Punch. Punch came up to me ; I said, " I 
am going to ask Mr. Strickland for a cow." He said, "It is , no use you going ; he ordered me out of the 
yard." I said, "I will buy a cow." I bought one for £5, and the cow got into a swamp and got drowned 
when she was dry. 

3758. How long had you her when she was milking ?-Seven or eight months, I think. The boys 
are not checked for ill-using the cows. They will not milk long.  They run them about, and ill-treat them. 

3759. Is any one in charge of the milking ?-Only the boys, who milk for Mr. Strickland. 
3760. They do as they like ?-They do as they like. 
3761. Do they milk your cows ?-No, we milk our own cows. 
3762. They used to bring them to the yard ?-Yes, with the rest. 
3763. Did you never ask for a cow for your own use from the station ?-I asked about two months 

ago, and I got a cow since you were up. 
3764. You are milking her now ?-Yes. 
3765. Did you ever ask for one before ?-No. 
3766. That is the first time ?-Yes. 
3767. Are you aware of any one else asking, and being refused the use of a cow ?-No ; I am not 

aware of any one. I know Alick had one of the t'best cows on the station. I could not say whether he 
asked for her or not. 

3768. He had the use of her •-He had her only one morning. I could not say whether they took 
her from him or not. The cow was taken from him. The cow is now stone blind. Bill Thomas had her, 
and ill-used her. 

3769. Are there any others on the station that purchased their own cows ?-Tommy Dunolly had 
one. Mr. Kelly made him a present of one. He made my boy a present of one too. 

3770. Do you find it a difficult thing to earn money enough to buy meat ?-Yes. 
3771. How can you buy a cow for £5 ?-I asked Mr. Mallory to give me time to pay him up in. 

He gave me six months. 
3772. Did you manage to pay for her in six months ?-I never asked him whether I was clear or 

not. I paid him ; but I am not sure whether I am clear or not yet. 
3773. Does the Government provide you with anything besides the rations ?-There is flour, tea 

and sugar, a pannican of rice, a pannican of oatmeal, a pannican of sago, and a packet of maizena a month. 
3774. Any utensils-any furniture for the house ?-No. 
3775. You have to pay for them yourself ?-Yes, or make them ourselves. 
3776. Any washing utensils ?-No ; only pots and pans for cooking. 
3777. Do you get any towels ?-No, we buy them ourselves. 
3778. Have you got any since you have been there ?-No. 
3779. Did you ever ask for one ?-No ; there would be no use asking. 
3780. If the manager says you get two suits of clothes a year, is it correct P-1 say it is false. 
3781. How many do you get ?-One pair of trousers, two shirts-cotton shirts-those are the shirts 

we get now. 
3782. Do you get the blue shirts P-Yes ; one of the worst things going to breed sickness. When 

you get wet, instead of the steam going out it goes in. 
3783. Did you get those things you have from the Government ?-No, I bought these. 
3784. Any flannel ?-No ; they do not send up any flannels for the men-only for the women. 
3785. If Mrs. Strickland says that the amount of flannel served to the women would be enough 

flannel to make shirts for the married men, does she tell a lie ? Does your wife get flannel for petticoats ? 
-Yes. 

3786. Does she get enough to make shirts for you ?-No. 
3787. If Mrs. Strickland says that the amount of flannel served to the women would be enough to 

make shirts for the married men is she telling a lie ?-Yes ; because I asked her for flannel, and she said 
" There is none." 

■ 
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Robert Wandon, 	3788. Do you know how many yards of flannel your wife requires for a petticoat ?-I cannot say. 
coattnued, 

18th Nov.1881. 	3789. Does she get enough to fit her ?-Yes, just enough. 
3790. How many petticoats does she make ?-Two every year. 
3791. Do they get it at one time P-Once a year. 
3792. Do they get extra when there are babies ?-I never asked. 
3793. Have you your horse still ?-No, I sold him. 
3794. Have you been out on the run lately ?-Only last mustering ; that was in February. 
3795. Did you see most of the cows then ?-We mustered a good many. 
3796. Did you see any with two calves-a yearling and a half ?-Yes ; often a twelve month old 

calf and a young one. 
3797. Have you known cows to die from two calves sucking her ?-I have seen calves sucking till 

they could not walk. 
3798. How many cows are there on the station with two calves P-1 do not know ; but on the run 

every one of the last year's calves are sucking yet-not weaned. There was a calf over twelve months 
old running away up on the Don. The mother was never brought in till the calf was a good size. It was 
brought in and then turned out. Alfred brought her in and branded her last Monday morning, and there 
are two or three others not branded yet. 

3799. Is that lately ?-Yes. 
3800. The calves are never weaned ?-No. 
3801. What is done with the stores ?-Running out everywhere all over the run, right away back 

over the Don. The year before last we went to the Don and caught some amongst the wild ones. We 
put them into Ryan's paddock. 

3802. Were you not stockkeeper then ?-I have not been stockkeeper for nearly two years, I think. 
3803. Who went with you ?-Tommy Dunolly. 
3804. Mr. Strickland ?-No ; he came riding about the place. Last year he was up there, when 

Harris could not come. 
3805. Have you mustered this year ?-In February. 
3806. Were all the young cattle branded that were not branded before ?-We branded all that we 

had in at the mustering. There are some running yet that are not branded. 
3807. Did the old calves run with their mothers when you were stockriding ?-No ; because we 

used to put nose jewels on them when we turned them out. 
3808. Have you ever reported to the manager, or Mr. Harris, or Captain Page that those calves 

were sucking the cow two at a time ?-No. 
3809. Do you think it was wrong to allow them to go about like that-you did not report it ?-No, 

I did not report it. 
3810. Why ?-I thought they would not take any notice of me. Like everything else when you 

tell them-no money to do this or that. 
3811. Do you think it was your duty to report it ?-I do not know. I never thought of it. 
3812. Do you think the manager has any power over you in any way whatever ?-He has got no 

control over us. 
3813. Do you work for Harris when he asks you to work ?-Yes, always. 
3814. Do you take a spell during the day when you like, without his leave ?-Yes, at smoking 

time. 
3815. If you felt tired would you take a half an hour spell without his leave. Is it the custom to 

give off work at 10 o'clock and 3 o'clock to have a smoke ?-Yes. 
3816. If the superintendent ordered you to do anything, would it be your duty to obey him ?-Yes ; 

if nobody has been there before me and run away from it. 
3817. You would not consider it your duty to do the work another man has thrown up ?-No. 
3818. If you were ordered to work in the garden would you say "No, I will not, because the other 

fellow will not," would you say that ?-No, I would not do it. If the Superintendent has any control over 
the men he ought to make the first man do it. 

3819. Did you work for Mr. Harris ?-Yes, he was a very good man. After I got my dismissal, 
Mr. Strickland sent Harris over to tell me to drive him over to Healesville, so I said "All right," I went 
and got the horses and drove him to Healesville and left the horses standing in front of Mr. Morrison's and 
went over to get something to eat and went back again, and Mr. Strickland said, "Are you cold ?" I said, 
"No, only my feet." He said, " Will you have anything to drink, I have something hot here ?" I said, 
"No, thank you, Mr. Strickland." That was just before we arrived at the township. 

3820. You do not know what it was ?-No. I wish I had said "Yes," I would have found it out. 
3821. What do you think it was ?-He said, " Something hot." 
3822. Do you like drinking brandy or whiskey ?-I am not in the habit of drinking, I can take a glass. 
3823. You do not get drunk ?-No, I got drunk once and got a lesson from it, I was brought up by 

Mr. Green not to drink, and I took his word for it. 
3824. Do you think it is right for the Superintendent to drink ?-No ; it shows a bad example to 

the men. 
3825. You would respect him more if he was a teetotaller ?-Yes. The men see him drinking and 

say, "Mr. Strickland is there drinking, I might as well drink too." 
3826. By Captain Page.-Did you ever see Mr. Strickland drink anything ?-Yes, I saw him 

drink a glass of ale at Fisher's Creek for his dinner. 
3827. By the Board.-It would not be right for you to drink a glass of ale ?-No. He asked me 

to have a glass ; I said "No." He said, "I will not act the hypocrite," and he took it before me. 
3828. How long ago is that ?-I do not know. 
3829. This year ?-Yes. About six months ago. 
3830. By the time you get paid you forget what you are entitled to ?-Yes ; and we cannot pay the 

butcher. He makes us pay right up to date. 
3831. By Captain Page.-If the butcher says you do not pay up the accounts, would that be the 

case ?-They have to take what we give them and be satisfied. If you pay us for three months and there 
is a bill against us for four months, we have to pay it. You do not know half what goes on in your 
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absence. We do not know what Mr. Strickland is writing 
about half-past four or five o'clock and go round and are off 
what is going on. 

3832. By the Board.-If he was there always, and 
need for anyone else under him ?-No. 

3833. By Captain Page.-You said Mr. Halliday 
Mr. Halliday ?-Yes. 

3834. By the Board.-You do not want to have Captain Page any longer inspector ?-No. 
3835. Nor Mr. Strickland as Superintendent ?-No. 
3836. Are you satisfied with Mr. Harris ?-Mr. Harris and Mr. Green, and our station to be under 

the Chief Secretary-no Board at all. 
3837. Can you manage without anybody-without Mr. Harris-without Mr. Green ?-We do not 

want a Board at all. We can do without a Board-with Mr. Harris and Mr. Green, and under the Chief 
Secretary. 

3838. You think you want a head of some sort ?-Yes. 
3839. What do you want Mr. Green and Mr. Harris for ? You are able to take care of yourselves 

without anybody over you P-We want a head man over us-the station to be under the Chief Secretary, 
and Mr. Green to be manager. 

3840. Is there no man but Mr. Green ?-No ; if you were to go all over the country you would not 
find a better man than Mr. Green. 

3841. Could you do without anyone as long as you were under the Chief Secretary, and leave the 
management to Mr. Harris and the blacks ?-No. 

3842. If you could not get Mr. Green, could you do without anybody ?-We must have some man 
over us. 

3843. You think Mr. Green is the proper person ?-Yes. He has taken the trouble to gather them 
from all parts of the country. 

3844. You all wish him back again ?-Yes. 
3845. How do you like him so much ?-He took me when I was a baby, and looked after me as if I 

was one of his own sons ; and Mrs. Green was very good too. 
3846. You did not always have Mr. Green here-Mrs. Green was ?-When he was away on his 

trips Mrs. Green was here and Harris. 
3847. Where were you born ?-At Steele's Flat. 
3848. The Yarra tribe ?-Yes. 
3849. Why did you allow Mr. Green to take them from all parts of the country ?-He never took 

them against their will. If they like to come down he fetches them down. He does not take them against 
their will. 

3850. If it is wrong to take you away from the Yarra, it would be wrong to take a man away from 
the Goulburn, or the Murray, and bring him here ?-I think it is wrong against his own will. I am 
alluding to the breaking up of the station. 

3851. You remember when we were at Coranderrk last time ?-Yes. 
3852. You and several others said that the station was not self-supporting, because it was not fenced 

in, and the run was over-run with strangers-do you remember that ?-Yes. 
3853. Are there any of Mr. Green's cattle there now ?-No. 
3854. Are you sure ?-Mr. Green had to clear his cattle away. 
3855. How long is it since Mr. Green had any cattle on the run ?-I do not know, because I have 

never been out. 
3856. At the last muster were any cattle of Mr. Green's on the run ?-Yes  ;  because we went right 

back. 
The witness withdrew. 

John Blair Elms, M.B., M.Ch., sworn and examined. 

3857. You attend Coranderrk in your capacity as medical man ?-Whenever I am summoned. 
3858. Is it under contract ?-No, I am paid for each visit. 
3859. Do you visit it often ?-hardly a month passes that 

month. 
3860. At any rate you have been visiting on an average once a month ?-Yes. 
3861. How is the health of the natives during the last year or two ?-There have been some very 

bad cases among them. They suffer very much from pulmonary disease. 
3862. How long is it since you began to visit ?-The first attendance was in June 1872. Mr. 

Green sent for me. 
3863. Is their health any worse now than it was then?-I do not think so. In fact, perhaps, a little 

better. During Mr. Green's managership there was a great deal of pulmonary sickness. 
3864. To what do you attribute theirdisease as a rule ?-It is natural to the race. 
3865. To the race or the cliMate ?-I do not think the place has so much to do with it. It is the 

habits of the people and their constitution. 
3866. Are they as healthy now as when they were roaming about ?-I know very little about them 

when they were roaming about. I have had no experience of them then. 
3867. Have there been any serious cases lately-within the last few months ?-Yes, one or two. 

There was a very bad case-a man spitting blood, with hydatids of the lungs ; and a woman who was 
injured in her confinement. 

3868. Has that man been cured ?-He seemed better the last I saw of him. 
Mr. Strickland.-That man is dead now. 
3869. By the Board (to Mr. Strickland).-And where was he buried?-On the station. 
3870. Who gave the certificate ?-Nobody. 
The witness.-There has never been a certificate of death on the station since I have been here. 
3871. Did you see the woman who was injured ?-Yes, I saw her the last time I was there. 
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John Blair Elms, 	3872. How is she ?-As well as can be expected. I wrote to Dr. Balls-Headley, and he said as 
XCh., 

contanued, soon as she was ready to go to the Lying-in Hospital it would be better to send her. 
18th Nov. 1881. 	 3873. Would it not be better to send her a t once ?-Dr. Headley said in two or three months. 

3874. From when would the two or three months date ?-About a month ago. 
3875. It would not be right to send her down for another month or so yet ?-No. 
3876. Have you attended children ?-Yes. 
3877. Lately ?-At different times. 
3878. Was there any scarlet fever ?-There were two cases in one family. They had all the symp-

toms of scarlet fever. 
3879. How long ago ?-Within the course of this year sometime. 
3880. Was it the same time that scarlet fever was in Lillydale ?-Yes. It was very prevalent at 

the time. I had several cases. 
3881. You were satisfied in your own mind that it was scarlet fever ?-It was Mrs. Strickland that 

wrote to me to come up, and I told her to keep the children isolated. It was the safest plan, whether it 
was scarlet fever or not. 

3882. Of course, you saw there was fever, and you could not say what it might turn out ?-No ; 
there was an eruption, and they had a red throat, and had every symptom of mild scarlet fever. 

3883. It was possible it might have assumed some other form than scarlet fever ?-It may have 
been, but I think it was. 

3884. Did you hear the result of the case ?-I directed Mrs. Strickland, in case the children got 
worse, to let me know. I never heard anything more until I went up there afterwards. I asked, "How 
are those children ?" she said, " They are all right." 

3885. Do you know what the natives call " bubberum" ?-No, I have never seen it ; I cannot call 
it to mind. I sometimes see fifteen or sixteen, when I go to the station, with trifling complaints. 

3886. As you are there once a month, I presume you have observed their condition generally-are 
the children well nourished ?-I think so ; they look very well indeed ; they seemed to be well nourished 
and well clothed ; and the blacks seemed to be well clothed and comfortable. 

3887. Are they as well taken care of as the poor classes in the district ?-A great deal better than 
some of them. 

3888. Who supplies them with the medicines ?-I got a supply of medicine sent up by Captain 
Page, which is in the place. I always send them things from my own surgery, if necessary. They often 
come to my place, and I give them medicine. 

3889. Do you give them instructions ?-Always. It is not only written on the bottle, but I give 
them a note to Mr. Strickland. 

3890. Do you think they are properly attended to ?-I think they get instructions, but they do not 
always take it, because I have seen bottles three parts full when I have gone up there a month afterwards. 

3891. Do you think it would be well to have a small hospital there ?-When I asked Captain Page 
for those medicines, I asked if it would not be well to have a small hospital with eight beds. He said he 
did not think it would be possible to carry it out. 

3892. Do you think the site so near that swamp is a conducement to those chest diseases ?-I dare 
say it has some effect upon them, but they have always been roaming about the district before the place 
was established. It would be injurious to blacks, those brought from warmer climates undoubtedly. 

3893. Do you think that disease does not arise from the fact of their coming in contact with the 
vices of civilization ?-No, I do not think so. 

3894. Do you think it is a good thing for the aboriginal station to be near a large white population ? 
-I think it would be better further off. 

3895. If the blacks object to go ?-I would let them stay ; they have a right to demand that they 
should stay and take the consequences. 

3896. Do you think anything will arrest the rapid disappearance of the tribe ?-I think not. 
3897. Good food and good clothing and comfortable houses will help them ?-Yes ; all that ought to 

be done has been done, so far as I am aware. 

3898. They said they thought the fatal mistake was compelling them to live in houses and wear 
clothes ?-The older ones might say so, but I do not think the other ones would say so, because they are 
rather anxious to wear clothes. The half-castes like houses. 

3899. You first attended the station in 1872 ?-In 1873 or 1874 I began to go regularly. Dr. Gibson 
was the regular doctor ; I used to go occasionally. His services were dispensed with ; I was paid a salary 
for a time, and then the Board dismissed me, and a doctor named Grey was employed. He left, and 
I returned to my first position. 

3900. Do you think there is any deterioration in the blacks in their appearance, their dress, and 
their looks ?-I do not think so ; in fact, their houses are a great deal better. They have had a great many 
new houses put up. I think they look as well as ever they did. 

3901. In cases where they are confined to bed, are the beds comfortable and blankets enough ?- 
Yes, they have blankets ; the beds are not such as people in different classes of society have. They seem 
very , comfortable. 

3902. Did you consider it your duty to ask for more clothing to keep them warm ?-I have recom-
mended certain things I cannot call to mind now. 

3903. Have you any objection to tell us the fee ?-I get four guineas for each visit, and when they 
come to my house I get half a guinea. 

3904. Do you supply medicine for that ?-I do at my own place, but there is medicine at the station. 

3905. Is it not better for the aborigines to have blankets and sleep in blankets than a sheet, that 
would be most of the time damp and dirty ?-Yes, they seem to like blankets best. Of the real aborigines 
that is true; but of the half-castes, I cannot see why they should not get sheets and pillow-cases. 

3906. Do you think it would be a good thing to encourage the half-castes being hired out ?-
Certainly I think so. 

3907. Both male and female ?-Both male and female. I do not see how they can be in any 
greater danger than the children of white people. 
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3908. You do not think they would be imposed upon ?-Nothing of the kind-they are very sharp. John Blair Elms, 

'  3909. Do not you think it would be better to draft them off when they are very young ?-I should 1 dh 

begin very young. First teach them well, and send them out as soon as they can leave school. Why not 18th Nov. 1881. 

send them under the same conditions as the children of the Industrial Schools, who are under supervision ? 

The witness withdrew. 

Rev. Alexander Mackie examined. 

[The witness objected to being sworn, and was permitted by the Board to make a 
declaration.] 

3910. You know Coranderrk ?-Yes, I know something about it. 
3911. How long is it since you first visited Coranderrk ?-About ten years ago, I suppose. Mr. 

Green was there then. 
3912. Have you been in the habit of visiting it ever since ?-Not ever since. During Mr. Halliday's 

management I visited it once a month, conducting service there. 
3913. Since he left you have not been visiting it regularly ?-No, not since Mr. Strickland had the 

management. 
3914. Have you been there at all during Mr. Strickland's superintendence ?-Yes, I have been 

there. On the first occasion he informed me that the Board had sent him to take charge of the station. 
He was to do the work I had done previously. 

3915. Previously to that you were in the habit of marrying the blacks ?-Yes. 
3916. Have you married any since he took possession of the station ?-Yes, one couple. 
3917. How long ago ?-About three months ago. I am not absolutely certain. Mr. Strickland 

sent a letter asking me to do it. The arrangement about the blacks first was, I was requested to marry 
them by Mr. Ogilvie. He said the Board would pay me a fee for coming to the station to marry them. 
The fee I charged was half the usual fee-two pounds. That arrangement was carried out until sometime 
during Mr. Halliday's management. The last couple I came to marry at the station the claim .went in for 
the money, and the Board declined to pay it. About a month or six weeks after they passed a resolution 
that they would not pay any longer.* That fee has never been paid yet. I have applied for it. I do not 
think it worth while to sue the Board for the amount. I thought I was dealing with straightforward 
people. Since then I do not visit the station to marry them. I undertook to marry them if they came to 
my house, and I would take whatever they would give me. 

3918. Since then one couple has come ?-One couple. 
3919. You married them at your own house ?-I did. 
3920. Did any of them make any application to you with reference to marrying any more ?-Yes ; 

there was an application made recently by Harris, the overseer. 
3921. He is not a black ?-He wished to be married to one of the blacks. 
3922. Did you marry them ?-No. 
3923. Why not?-I found that the girl was under age. I told him if he got a magisterial consent I 

would marry him.  
3924. She is under twenty-one ?-So I was informed by him. 
3925. They have not showed you the consent of a magistrate ?-No. 
3926. You do not know whether they got it or not ?-No ; he had not got it a month since. I gave 

him a form to get a consent if he wished. 
3927. Did you see the girl ?-Not on that subject. I know the girl. 
3928. Do you think she is old enough to get married ?-That is a matter of opinion. 
3929. What is your opinion ?-I think she is old enough to get married. 
3930. Is it advisable to allow them to get married to whites ?-Not for the whites. 
3931. For the blacks-you think it is for the interest of the blacks ?-No, I think not. If she had 

been nearly white I would have had a different opinion. 
3932. You think it would not be against their interest if half-caste girls got married to white men ? 

-I think not. 
3933. Can you explain the difference why it would not be equally right for the full black girl ?-If 

you marry a half-caste to a white the succeeding race will approach nearer to the whites. If you marry a 
full black to a white you increase the number of aboriginals. A very good example occurred on the station 
recently of a girl who was nearly white married to a full black. I think that girl would have been much 
better away from the station, and married to a European. 

3934. Was it reported that he had a wife living at another station ?-I have heard so, but I do not 
know anything about it as a fact. I offered to take that girl from the station about ten years ago, and 
teach her domestic service. 

3935. Would not she go ?-The Board would not allow it. 
3936. You applied to the Board ?-To the manager. 
3937. Who was that ?-I think it was Mr. Green. 
3938. You applied to take her as a servant ten years ago ?-It must be nearly that. 
3939. She was young then ?-She was quite young. I may say that I was told by the manager, 

Mr. Green, that the Board did not allow it, and that, if I induced her to go away, I would be prosecuted, 
so I took no steps in the matter. 

3940. You have not asked for one since ?-No. 
3941. Would it be advisable to encourage them to go out to service ?-I think so, if they are taken 

out quite young into proper families. 
'8942. What do you mean by "quite young " ?-Under twelve. 
3943. You would deprive them of schooling ?-No ; let them go out the same as children from the 

orphanage-the Board pay so much to any one who would take them. 
3944. Would they not learn enough up to twelve to pass them through life as domestic servants ?- 

No, I do not think so. 

it 
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Rev. A. Mackie, 
18th Nov. 1881. 

• The fee has been Paid since this evidence was given.-ALEX. Meat's, 
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Rev. A. Mack* 	3945. Would you be in favour of encouraging the blacks, as a rule, and half-castes to go out to 
1 a tritu  861. service and earn their own living ?-No, I think not. 

3946. Can you give us your reason for thinking so ?-I have not had much experience ; it is a 
matter of opinion. 

3947. Would they not be capable of working on farms or stations ?-I do not think they would do so 
systematically  •  they might do it occasionally. 

3948. it would depend upon the employer ?-It would nearly all depend upon that. 
3949. With a good employer it would not be a bad thing to let them go to service ?-Some of them. 
3950. There are four girls there of twenty years or so. They are very anxious to go out-would 

you object to their going out ?-I do not think it would be advisable. They lack the proper training for 
domestic servants. 

3951. Supposing they went to a lady who was willing to teach them-give them a small remunera-
tion-that is, the half-castes ?-Of course it would depend very much upon the individuals themselves. 
If any one particularly wished to go and was likely to be of use she should go, but not to send them out 
indiscriminately. 

3952. Do not you think that if you drafted off all the young girls the men would not stay there ?-
I think you would not draft them off in that way. You would not get many that were suitable to go out. 

3953. When were you at Coranderrk last ?-About a fortnight ago, I think. 
3954. What was the general appearance of the place compared withit when you used to visit it 

more regularly ?-It is very much improved about the settlement-the houses and so on. The general 
appearance is much superior to what it was three years ago. 

3955. The appearance of the blacks themselves ; are they well nourished and well clad ?-To look 
at them they seem very well nourished. They complain to me of not getting sufficient food, but the 
appearance belies it. 

3956. You can tell whether they are starved or whether they get enough food ?-I do not think 
they get enough ; they complain to me they do not get enough beef. 

3957. You do not think that interferes with their constitution ?-If they do not get it it will. 
3958. Do they require more fresh meat than a European ?-I think not. I do not think they will 

require so much as a European. If they worked as well as a European they would. 
3959. What would you give them as a substitute ?-Butter and milk and vegetables. 
3960. In the absence of those would they not consume more meat ?-Yes, if they could get it. 

They sometimes come to me with complaints. They came to me on one occasion, when the station was 
threatened to be taken from them. I told them if they did not manage themselves better it probably would 
be. They asked me what they should do ? I advised them to go to the Chief Secretary. It was reported 
that the station was probably to be sold. They asked what they should do. It was at the time that the 
country was in a state of excitement about embassies and so on. I advised them to go to Mr. Berry on an 
embassy to protest against the station being sold. A man was almost in tears. He said, " The white 
people have only left us a miserable spadeful of ground, and now they want to take that away from us." 
I said, "Is there anyone who wants to leave ?" He said "No." I visited the station and I could not find 
one who wanted to leave. 

3961. You say their general appearance would go to show they are not stinted ?-No. To look at 
them I should not think they were stinted ; but to listen to them, I should say they were. 

3962. When they complain to you they do not get enough to eat, you naturally look at them ?-Yes. 
3963. Do you believe they are telling the truth ?-I believe they do not get what they consider 

sufficient. I do not know the quantity. They may get sufficient, and not consider it sufficient. From 
their appearance I should say they got sufficient. I asked them what is it they did not get enough of, and 
they said " beef." 

3964. You do not know whether they get enough of solid food to enable them to work like white 
people ?-No, I do not know. 

3965. Are they well clad-do they get enough clothing to keep them warm P-I do not think they 
make use of enough clothing to keep them warm-whether they get it or not is a different thing. 

3966. Have they enough on ?-I saw one not very long ago-he had not enough on, but perhaps 
he had lost some of his clothing. 

3967. Was he under the influence of drink ?-Yes ; he had been lying in the gutter all night. He 
was lying in the track, with the water running under him. I raised him up and got him up to go away. 
He did not have enough on, but he might have lost a portion of it. 

3968. In your visiting the station you see a dozen or two of them together. Do you think they 
wear enough clothing to keep them comfortable ?-No, I do not think it 

3969. Are you in the habit of going into any of the dwellings when you visit the place ?-Yes. 
3970. Do you ever notice their beds or bedclothes ?-No, I never noticed them particularly. 
3971. You cannot say whether they get enough blankets to keep them warm ?-From their habits 

of living I should say they did not, because they seem to pull up to a big fire at night, even if they are 
in bed. 

3972. Might not that be a habit ?-Yes, it is possible. 
3973. Did you give evidence before the Board that was held a few years ago ?-Yes. 
3974. In that evidence you said you thought the site of the Coranderrk station was a bad one ? 

-Yes. 
3975. Do you think so ?-Yes. 
3976. You thought it was injurious for chest disease ?-Yes, too swampy in winter. 
3977. Do you think it would be more injurious to drive them out against their wishes ?-Yes. 
3978. Would it be injurious to move them into a warmer climate ?-If they were willing to go it 

would be beneficial, but if they were unwilling to go they would droop and pine. 
3979. If it would injure the blacks to remove them from Coranderrk-those that have been imported 

to Coranderrk-how would you manage to remove all the half-caste children from their fathers and mothers. 
Would that not be the greatest cruelty to them ?-Certainly not. I see no cruelty in it-not when the 
parents are willing they should go. If the blacks did not wish to go I think it would be cruel to make 
them go. They have their feelings. I do not think it would be beneficial to drive them away. I may  say 
they talk to me as if they had no voice in the matter. I met some of them in town some time ago, and the 
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men complained about the way they were sent from the station to town. There seemed to be some mis- 
arrangement in connection with it. A man came down with his son to get him into the hospital. I was in 
the coach travelling down from Lillydale. When he got to town he told me what his errand was. He had 
not had his dinner-he had no money ; he did not know what to do. The coach arrived in town at four 
o'clock. He had been told to go to Captain Page 

 ;  he left his office at four o'clock, he would not see him 
until the next day at ten o'clock. I went to the hospital and got his boy admitted. He did not know 
what to do. He had not had his dinner. I provided for his bed, his supper, and his breakfast. I thought 
it was not right the man should be sent down in that way. 

3980. Are you aware that he was sent down ?-From his own statement. 
3981. You saw the boy ?-Yes. 
3982. Was it necessary that the boy should go to the hospital ?-I did not examine the boy 

 ;  they examined him at the hospital and admitted him. 
3983. Do they cure them in the hospital or relieve them ?-Certain cases. 
3984. Have you known many cases lately ?-No, I have not, where they have been cured. For 

surgical cases the hospital is good. 
3985. You do not see many surgical cases at Coranderrk ?-No, not many. 
3986. Do not you think it would be better if there was medical attendance and a kind of hospital 

at Coranderrk rather than sending them down to the hospital ?-I think so. 
3987. Have you been visiting any of them in any of the hospitals in town when sick there ?-Yes. 
3988. Did you find them content ?-Yes. 
3989. All the evidence we have had previously went to show none of them were content in the 

hospital ?-I never heard any expression of discontent in the hospital. I have heard them object to go to 
the hospital. 

3990. Were they not home sick ?-They would like to get home. 
3991. Was it not more cruel to keep them there, against their will, to linger there ? would it not be 

better to leave them at Coranderrk, even without medical aid, than to take them there to die there ?-(No answer.) 

3992. At seven o'clock at night did you not find Morgan leaning against a lamp post without 
money ?-Yes. After I got the boy in the hospital I told him to go back and see if he could not find 
Captain Page. Later in the evening I saw him leaning against a post. He had not seen Captain Page, 
and had not got his dinner, so I took pity on him. 

3993. Do you know how he got home ?-I do not know of my own knowledge. 
3994. Is that the only patient you ever took to the hospital ?-I took some others on one occasion, 

long before that. I think during Mr. Halliday's management. 
3995. Did you take a woman to the Lying-in Hospital ?-Yes, that is the case I refer to. I think 

it was Mrs. Bamfield. I happened to meet her and her husband about nine o'clock at night. They were 
standing in the street. They did not know what to do. They had been sent to town. There was some-
one met them at six o'clock. I think they were hanging about there at that time. The woman was in a 
very critical state. I took them to a lodging-house 

 ;  there I got them a cup of coffee. The proprietor 
would not allow her to be left there all night, so I took them to the Lying-in Hospital, and got the woman 
admitted. 

3996. Was she confined there ?-No  ;  I heard she was not. 
3997. Did you hear where she was confined ?-I heard she was confined at Kew, at Mrs. Bon's 

sanatorium. 
3998. Did you hear how she was provided with clothing to go to a public institution ?-I heard that 

the nurses complained of her clothing not being in a fit condition. 
3999. Is it true that she had only one night-gown for herself and one for the expected baby ?-I was 

told so. 
4000. Is it true that there are colonies of real aborigines living on their heads ?-I never examined 

their heads. I have seen instances of that kind, but not so bad as that. 
4001. Do you think it would be a good thing to establish a resident medical man on the place ?- 

I do not think a man would justify the expenditure. I think it would be well to have a medical man at 
Healesville at all events. 

4002. Supposing the Government gave him a subsidy 	think that would be a very good thing. 
4003. If the Government offered £200 a year, with the practice he would get in the district, a good 

doctor would accept it ?-I think so. I think there was one here who got a much less amount than that 
who accepted, but did not remain. 

4004. How much did the Government offer hint ?-I forget how much 
 ;  it was not so much as that ; 

I think it was £80 -I am not certain. I think a small building put up there, with accommodation for sick 
people, a black woman appointed as nurse or attendant-when those blacks are sick they might be attended 
to in that way, and it would be better than sending them to the hospital, and, in an urgent case, have a 
medical man called in. 

4005. The recent opinions of medical men tend to this-that everything offensive should be removed 
from the room. Would it not be better that the people had spittoons instead of having the expectoration 
lying on the floor ?-Certainly. 

4006. By Captain Page.-When was that marriage fee that was not paid ?-It was in the time of 
Mr. Halliday's management. I applied for it, and I have some of your letters on the subject. 

4007. Did not they state that that marriage fee would be paid, but no more would be paid ?-No ; 
it was stated that the Board had made a regulation that for the future the fees were to be deducted from the 
wages of the men. That regulation was made about six weeks after this marriage took place. 

4008. Was the marriage performed in 1877 early ?-I think so. 
4009. April 1877 was the last fee sent to you  ;  that was in Mr. Halliday's time 

 ;  it was sent to you in 1879 ?-I have not got the papers here-it may be in the Treasury. When I applied at the Board office 
they told me it was in the Treasury, and I went to the Treasury. I gave up going in disgust. 

The witness withdrew. 

Rev. A. Mackie, 
continued, 

18th Nov. 1881. 
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The Rev. Frederick Philip Strickland sworn and further examined. 

F. PT. ttreRiaan 
Rev. 
	

4010. There have been statements made to-day with reference to a reward that was offered for 
18th Nov. 1881, the finding of a cow, which, it was stated, was paid to you by a Mr. Rourke of Lillydale, and which you 

refused to hand over to Bobby Wandon ?—I was travelling from Healesville to Lillydale by coach, and 
some gentleman said, " Are you Mr. Strickland of Coranderrk ?" I said, " Yes." He said, "I have half a 
sovereign for one of your men for bringing a cow home." I said, "What is his name ?" "Bobby Wandon, 
will you give it to him ?" I saw Wandon and I said, "I have half a sovereign to give to you, but I am 
not sure that you ought to have the half-sovereign—whether you should receive money for shepherding 
people's cattle on the station—I will think of it." Having thought of it, I thought it was not worth the 
trouble of query, and I gave him the half-sovereign. 

4011. Were you present when Wandon gave his evidence ?—I was. 
4012. Was his statement true ?—It was not true. The fact of the half-sovereign being received and 

paid was true, but the time was exaggerated ; it was just as I say. 
4013. Did you report it to Captain Page ?—I do not know that I did ; I do not think so. 
4014. The witness to Captain Page.—Do you remember my saying anything to you about the 

10s. ?—You may have told me, but I do not remember it. 
The witness.—All that Wandon says about the court is a concoction from beginning to end. 
4015. Was he stock-rider at the time ?—He was. 
4016. You were, at the time, of opinion that the money did not legally belong to him ?—I was of 

opinion that the money should not be paid for looking for stranger's cattle. 
4017. You received the money ?—Yes, this man said it belonged to Wandon and I gave it to him. 

The court business is a fabrication. 
4018. There is another matter that Mr. Clarke referred to in his evidence, have you anything to say 

about that ?—I wish to say that, having travelled to and from Melbourne many times during the three 
years I have been here, I think it very possible that, when the coach pulled up at Wilson's, I had a glass 
of wine, and if I am travelling past there and think proper to do so, I shall do so again without asking 
permission of anybody. The pocketing or bringing away a bottle of wine I think is a mistake, but even if 
I did, I do not know who is to tell me I shall not. I think it probable that I did take a glass of wine—I do 
not object to that statement. 

4019. There is another statement with reference to your selling a pair of wheels—did you sell those 
wheels ?—Holland came to me at the station and said " Mr. Strickland, I am in trouble, will you help me?" 
I said, "I will, if I can, what is it ?" He said, "My dray is broken down ; there is an old dray of yours 
that has been lying in the bush for eight or nine months—if you will allow me to use those wheels it will 
greatly assist me." " Oh, yes," I said, " if we wanted the wheels I am sure you would help us." I heard 
no more of it until I met him in the neighborhood, and he said, "I have patched up that pair to fit 
my dray, will you let me have them ?" I thought I was doing a very prudent thing in disposing of a thing 
that was of no use. I said, " What do you think it is worth ?" He said, " It is worth nothing to you—I 
think it is worth 30s." I said, " Is that all it is worth, because I do not know anything about wheels." 
" Yes," he said, " I think it is." I said, " It is no use to us, if it is useful to you have it at 30s." A few 
days afterwards I came into the village, and a Mr. Hall met me and said, " There is going to be mischief 
made about your selling Holland those wheels." I went to Holland and said, "Do not get into any trouble 
about those wheels ; there is your 30s. back." I had put it into my desk. It had not been used. I said, 
" Take the 30s. back and let the man have the wheels." The money was given back and the wheels were 
returned. 

4020. You did not report it to Captain Page ?—I do not think I did. 
4021. Was it your intention to report it to him ?—Certainly, as much as I reported anything else. 
4022. How long was it after the wheels were sold that you returned the money ?—It may be two or 

three weeks. I studiously avoided coming into the township. If I came in and stumbled over an inequality 
they would declare I was drunk. If there is hell upon earth it is Coranderrk. It would be very well but 
for foreign interference. 

4023. It has been stated, in evidence given yesterday, that you, one night going home from Heales-
ville to Coranderrk, fell off the horse—that you were under the influence of liquor ?—On the occasion 
referred to I left the station to come into Healesville for letters. When at the Post Office I stopped there. 
I did not come into Healesville and hang up my horse at the fence. While talking to Mr. Cornish, about 
different things, the wind blew the gate too, and the bang of the gate startled my horse. He broke his 
bridle and started off home. I said, "I am sorry for that, for if it should get home Mrs. Strickland will 
think I have been thrown." I started to walk after my horse. Mr. Chandler tried to stop it, but it went 
towards the Yarra Flats. I walked in that direction for perhaps a mile and a half, when I found the horse 
had stopped. He came along the road again and I followed him home ; he went on before me. When I 
got near the cow shed I wanted to be seen by my family, but having these new boots I thought I should 
stop my horse. I had got to the cow shed and I tripped and fell down—that is the sum and substance of 
my falling from my horse. [ The witness produced a piece of bridle.] 

4024. You cannot say but that she saw you ?—I cannot, but I can say this, that I had nothing in 
my lips stronger than a cup of tea for that day or many days before. 

John Cornish, 
18th Nov. 1881; 

John Cornish sworn and examined. 

4025. How long ago is it since the occurrence mentioned by Mrs. Deans ?—Saturday, 29th October ; 
Mr. Strickland was at my place. 

4026. Did he get a new pair of boots ?—He did. 
4027. Did he put them on ?—He did. 
4028. Had he a horse ?—He had. 
4029. Did he leave him outside at the fence ?—He did. 
4030. Did the horse break away ?—He did, and the wind blew the gate to and it startled the 

horse—the bridle broke and away the horse went. 
4031. Do you know anything further about the matter ?—Not of my own knowledge. 
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4032. Did you see him any more that day ?-No, I can almost swear he did not go to the township 
that day. I believe he came in to see me. 

4033. How long was he at your place ?-Perhaps about an hour-from half an hour to an hour. 
4034. On that occasion he did not pass your place towards the township ?-He did not. 
4035. He could not return by the road and come to the township ?-No. 
4036. Was there anything peculiar about Mr. Strickland ?-Not at all. 
4037. Did he appear excited ?-Not at all ; he was calm and composed as usual. 
4038. Is it your opinion he was not under the influence of liquor ?-No more than I am at the 

present moment. 

4039. You are a total abstainer ?-Yes. I think I should detect it sooner on that account than other 
people. I neither smelt it nor saw any sign of it. 

4040. Have you heard it reported he fell off his horse ?-I have. 
4041. Are you sure that had reference to this day of the slip ?-I am given to understand so. I 

believe so. I do not know for certain. 

4042. You are sure that it was not true that he was not under the influence of drink ?-Perfectly 
satisfied that he was not under the influence of drink. 

4043. Were you at home last Saturday week-the Saturday after that Saturday ?-Yes, I was. 
4044. You did not see Mr. Strickland that day ?-Yes. I saw him on the 5th of the present month. 

I saw him-he was at my shop again on that day and paid me an account. 
4045. Had he a horse that day ?-Yes. 

4046. Did he leave your place going towards home when he left your place ?-I think so ; but I 
am not quite positive. 

4047. Was he under the influence of drink then P-Certainly not. 
4048. Not more than the Saturday before ?-Certainly not. I have seen him at my shop on various 

occasions, and never saw the slightest sign of drink on him at all. 
4049. How long have you been at Healesville ?-Five years come next Christmas. 
4050. You were here before Mr. Strickland came ?-Yes. 
4051. Are you in the habit of seeing the blacks about the township ?-Yes, frequently. 
4052. How do they behave when they come to the township ?-Generally pretty well, I see nothing to complain of. 
4053. Are they better behaved now than when you first came ?-I cannot say that I noticed any difference. 
4054. Do they deal with you at all ?-Very little. 
4055. Do you visit Coranderrk yourself ?-No, I know nothing about it. I have only been there 

once or twice. I know nothing about the place. 

4056. Have you seen them going about the township the worse of drink ?-No, I cannot say that I have. 

The witness withdrew. 

John Cornish, 
continued, 

18th Nov. 1881. 

Captain A. M. A. Page sworn and further examined. 

4057. Would you consider it against the rules of the Board if a stockrider on the station should take 
Captain A. M. A. 

a reward offered for finding an animal ?-Not once in a way. If that were kept up, I think it would lead 18thigv.1881. 
to a great deal of bribery going on. I only know of one case-this one that was spoken of. 

4058. Was that reported to you ?-I really cannot say. 
4059. You cannot say whether you instructed Mr. Strickland to hand over the ten shillings to 

Wandon or not ?-No. 

4060. Would you approve of Mr. Strickland keeping it from him ?-No, he had no right to keep 
it ; it was not Government money. 

4061. Have you a stockrider now ?-No. 
4062. Do you believe that it is not an advantage to have a stockrider ?-A white one, I think it 

would be. I think it is no advantage to have a half-caste or black on that station. I simply refer, of 
course, to Coranderrk ; I am not speaking in a general way. 

4063. Do you understand farming ?-Not a great deal. 
4064. Would you be a judge of whether the farm at Coranderrk was properly managed or not ?- 

Whether the proper crops went in at the proper time ? 
4065. Yes-whether it was properly ploughed and drained, and so on ?-I think I should know 

about the ploughing and draining. 
4066. Have you ever had occasion to complain it was not properly done P-I do not think I have. 

On one part-the lower part-there was some ploughing I found fault with. 
4067. Has Harris ever complained that he could not put in a crop for the want of labor ?-After the 

damage has been done he has complained, but not before. He never complained before it. 
4068. Does that refer to a year or two ago P-Last year. 
4069. Have you taken precautions this year P-I sent up oats to him to put in a crop, and when 

I went up I found the crop had not been put in ; I was told he had not put it in because he had not a 
ploughman, and the season was lost.* He has never asked for labor and not got it. 

4070. Has he got proper crops this year ?-Oats and potatoes. 
4071. How much potatoes were sent up ?-One ton of seed potatoes. 
4072. How much ground has he got ?-Five acres, I think he said. 
4073. You do not know, from your own knowledge, the quantity of potatoes to the acre P-I have seen three hundredweight put in to the acre. 
4074. You do not know the area of ground under potatoes this year of your own knowledge ?-

I do not. 

4075. Are they coming up ?-They were only put in the other day. 
4076. If Harris chose to put five or six acres under potatoes - ?-Certainly not. I told him 

this year to put the whole of the paddock near the house under potatoes. 

• This answer refers to last year. 
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Captain A. M. A. 	4077. Have you instructed him to put in any other vegetables ?-Not directly. I sent up all kinds 
Page 	of seeds. continued, 

18th Nov. 1881, 	4078. Do you think the land is suitable for turnips and carrots ?-I do not think it is suitable for 
vegetables at all. 

4079. If he chose to put them in would you find fault with him ?-Certainly not. He has the 
seeds sent up, 'and he ought to know what to do with them. 

4080. If Harris was to put in five acres of pots toes would he have the seed ?-He can get what 
seed he likes. It is always sent to him, whatever he wants. 

4081. If he complained that he had not labour enough to attend to the farm as well as the hops, 
would you consider it your duty to employ white labour ?-Certainly. I have told him so before. I have 
employed white labour for ploughing. 

4082. Do you consider it advisable to have sufficient vegetables for the station ?-I think so. 
4083. Have there been enough ?-I do not think so. The crops have failed. 
4084. Not sufficient for the blacks ?-I think not, judging from what one sees. The vegetables 

never seem to come up. 
4085. Is the Board against letting the half-castes go out to service ?-The men or the girls ? 
4086. Both ?-The girls they have an objection to. 
4087. How is it you allow the one with the Reverend Mr. Hamilton ?-The girl was out when I 

came. I heard the girl was out. Suddenly she made her appearance on the station. We did not know 
what to do with her. She was a young unmarried girl. Afterwards Mr. Hamilton said she wished to 
come back again. I was only too glad to let her go on the old certificate. 

4088. How did she go away ?-She left of her own accord. 
4089. Have you seen her lately ?-No, I do not think I have. 
4090. Is she comfortable ?-I think so. I could hardly say. I saw her once in Melbourne. She 

came to the office shortly after she came back from the station. 
4091. A half-caste ?-Yes. 
4092. If you think she is comfortable do you think it would be against her own interest to allow 

them to go into respectable families ?-I have had no experience in the matter myself. I can only say 
what I have heard others say. 

4093. The Board is against it ?-Certainly. 
4094. Have they an equal objection to the men going out?-If they can go to service they have no 

objection. The only objection is that a man will come and ask to go away at the very time when he is 
wanted on the station, where there is employment for him, and we could not do without his services. If a 
married man wanted to go away with his wife at the slack time of the year we would never object. 

4095. Do they take their wives and families when they go away shearing ?-No, they ought to 
do so. 

4096. When the husbands are away do you give rations to the wives ?-Yes. 
4097. Do you give them meat ?-Yes. 
4098. Does the husband pay for that on his return ?-I never heard of it. 
4099. Do they ever bring money back with them ?-We never see much of that. 
4100. Do they not bring their cheques with them from Wappan ?-They start with them. 
4101. I (Mrs. Bon) send them to you ?-Only once, I think. 
4102. You only remember one ?-Yes. 
4103. I suppose if you received it more than once, they have received it or they would complain ? 

-Very quickly. 
4104. You do not deduct anything if you receive a cheque ?-No. 
4105. Do you remember Wandon asking not to be stock-keeper any longer, about three months before 

he was dismissed ?-He might have asked Mr. Strickland, I do not remember his asking me. 
4106. Do you place no importance on the cattle of the station ?-Yes-in what way do you mean ? 
4107. Do you look upon them as nothing ?-No. 
4108. Then why do you allow them to run at large ?-Because it is perfectly useless putting up the 

fence unless you have a white stockman. 
4109. Why have you not tried a white stockman ?-The Board does not approve of white labor if 

they can possibly help it. 
4110. Is it any advantage to you or to any superintendent to work the station at a low figure-to 

work the place cheaply ?-Rather the other way, I think. 
4111. Would the Board approve of having a small expenditure rather than a large one ?-I think 

not. There is a certain amount of money granted, and of course we must keep within bounds. 
4112. How much do you get ?-£7,500 yearly. 
4113. For all the stations ?-For all the stations. 
4114. Is it sometimes more or less ?-It has never been less than £7,500. 
4115. Has it ever been more ?-Once I think we got £3,000. 
4116. That would be £10,500 a year ?-Yes. 
4117. How many blacks receive benefit from that money ?-About 850, as near as possible. 
4118. How many are at the settlements ?-In rough numbers, about 550. 
4119. Are there so many wanderers ?-I supply about 180 in the Swan Hill district. It is hard to get 

the exact numbers, because it is on the boundary. The local guardians on the river distribute the goods. 

The witness withdrew. 

Mrs. Laura Deans sworn ; further examined. 

Mrs. L. Deans, 	 4120. You made some statement yesterday as to seeing Mr. Strickland fall off his horse ?-I did 
18th Nov. 1881. not see him fall off the horse. The horse came home in front of him, and I saw him fall. 

4121. Are you sure about the date ?-I am not sure. I could not say whether it was three 
Saturdays ago from last Saturday, or two. I would not he on my oath about the Saturday. 

The witness withdrew. 
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Frederick Hamilton Narra•vc ay sworn and examined. 

4122. You are a publican here ?-Yes, but my wife holds the license, as I am an accountant by F. H. Narrawa y, profession, and very often have to be away. 	 18th Nov. 1881. 
4123. How long have you been in the township ?-Three years. 
4124. Do you know Coranderrk station ?-I do. 
4125. Do you often visit there ?-I have visited several times, passing through and otherwise. 
4126. Do you know anything of the management there--how they deal with the blacks ?-I could 

not say. I have heard of the management. 
4127. Do you know from your own knowledge that they are badly treated ?-My observation has 

been that they have been well treated. 
4128. Do you profess to know anything about the management of the hops or the farming ?-No. 
4129. Do you often see them come to the township ?-Every day almost. 
4130. How do they behave as a rule ?-As a rule they behave well. 
4131. As well as white people ?-As well as white people. 
4132. By Mr. Strickland.-Have the people the appearance of being badly fed or clothed-what 

is'your opinion ?-My opinion is, they have been well clothed and treated, and I have heard the blacks on 
the station in your presence speak very highly of you. 

4133. By the Board.-But away from him ?-I have never heard them say a word. 
4134. By Mr. Strickland.-Have they the appearance of being reasonably fed ?-Yes ; I think 

well fed. 

4135. Have you seen any of them in the last two years in a state of intoxication about the town ?-
Certainly not. 

The witness withdrew. 
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C. P. 1Voo1nough, 
18th Nov. 1881. 

.frs. Jane Hall, 
18th Nov. 1881. 

Charles Frederick Woolnough sworn and examined. 

4136. How long have you been in Healesville ?-About twenty-one months. 
4137. You are a teacher ?-Yes, of a State school. 
4138. Do you know Coranderrk ?-I merely know of it by having visited over there once 

or twice. 

4139. Have you visited it pretty often since you have been here ?-About three or four times. 
4140. Have you been there recently ?-I think I was there on Saturday week last. 
4141. What is your impression of the blacks-are they comfortable ?-That would be going 

rather far. I have never taken particular notice. As far as I could see they are well fed. 
4142. Would you say they are well fed ?-As far as I could see I should say they were. 
4143. You cannot say how they are fed ?-I know nothing whatever about that. 
4144. Do they always appear pretty well clad ?-I have seen but so few of them I could not say. 

All I have seen have been warmly clad. 
4145. Are you a judge of hop-growing ?-No. 
4146. Nor of the management of a farm ?-Even if I were I have had no opportunity of judging. 
4147. Do you see the blacks come to Healesville ?-Yes, I have occasionally seen them. 
4148. What is their conduct ?-Always most orderly and very respectful to me. So far as I have 

seen they have been especially respectful. 
4149. Have you seen any of them drunk ?-Not one. 
4150. Do you ever see them on Sunday ?-I cannot say I have. I do not come into the township 

on Sundays except to go to a place of worship. 
4151. Their conduct would compare favorably with that of the white people ?-Quite. 

The witness withdrew. 

Mrs. Jane Hall sworn and examined. 

4152. How long have you been in Healesville ?-Twenty years, about. 
4153. You know Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
4154. You know almost all the blacks there ?-Yes. 
4155. Do you often see them come to the township ?-Yes. 
4156. Have they had good clothes on ?-Yes, I have never seen them otherwise. 
4157. Did they seem well fed ?-I have never understood different. They used to have to sell fish 

for their food, but that has not been of late years. 
4158. How long since ?-Sometime ago, but not latterly. 
4159. Do you see them going about selling baskets ?-No, not now. 
4160. What is their behaviour when they are in the township ?-Very good, I think. 
4161. You do not see them making a noise or getting drunk ?-Not at all, ever since I have known 

them. 

4162. Do you know anything about the management of Coranderrk-did you ever attend any of the 
sick ?-No • I have attended ; a friend came over and got things from me. 

4163. You do not know how they are treated in Coranderrk ?-No, all I know about it is my 
business. 

4164. You have not gone into their huts and seen their food ?-No ; as far as I am concerned, 
I think everything has been done very nicely. Mr. Strickland has been a very nice manager, as far as I am concerned. 

4165. By Captain Page.-You think they look as well as they used to ?-I think they look far 
better than they used to do. 

The witness withdrew. 
CoaAsiontax. 
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The following documents were handed in to the Board : — 

" Coranderrk Station, November 16th 1881. 

" We want the Board and the Inspector, Captain Page, to be no longer over us. We want only one 
man here, and that is Mr. John Green, and the station to be under the Chief Secretary ; then we will show 
the country that the station could self-support itself. 

" These are the names of those that wish this to be done. 

" Wm. Barak, X Alick Campbell, X Ellen Richard, X Edith Brangy, 
Thos. Mickie, X Thos. Dunolly, Harriett, X Mary Ann McClennan, 
Dick Richard, X Alfred Davis, Annie Hamilton, X Bella Lee, 
Thos. Avoca, X Willie Parker, Mary, X Alice Grant, 
Thos. Gilman, X Willie Hamilton, X Jessie Dunolly, Thomas Dick, 
Johnny Terrick, X Johnny Charles, Louisa Hunter, X William Edmond 
Lankey, X Jemima Wandon, Dinah Hunter, Alexander Briggs, 
Spider, X Emma Campbell, X Caroline Morgan, X Abel Terrick, 
M. Simpson, Jenny Campbell, Maggie Harmoney Finniemore Jackson, 
H. Harmoney, Lizzie Charles, X Lizzie Davis Joseph Hunter 
Alfred Morgan, 
Robert Wandon, 

Eliza Mickie, X 
Roy, X 

Metild Simpson, X Johon Patterson." 

" SIR, 	 " Coranderrk, November 17th, 1881. 

"I have seen in the newspaper that Mr. Captain Page said that we get two suits of clothes per year. 
That is false. We only get one suit of clothes per year ; and it is true that the women have to make 
flannel shirts for the men out of their flannel which they get for their petticoats. And he said that it never 
reached his ear about meat. He was told on three occasions about want of meat. On another occasion 
Alfred Morgan asked Mr. Captain Page about the dray wheels being sold ; and he said if there were a 
hundred words said between here and Healesville, ninety-nine were lies ; and he also left orders with 
Thomas Harris for us to buy straw out of the hay which grows here on the station. And I have seen 
Mr. Strickland ; I and Boby Wandon saw him on the 5th of February 1881 with liquor in him ; and when 
we tell Mr. Captain Page anything, be don't care about listening to anything said. We could see what 
Mr. Captain Page wanted to do. He did not want to make any improvement on the station. He wanted 
to leave it open for every visitor to see it laying waste, so the visitors go to Melbourne and report it. It 
is not our fault, because we were not allowed to go further than the orders left by Mr. Captain Page. I 
also wish to state that while my wife was sick or in confinement I had to ask for a loan of a blanket on two 
occasions. The first time I got the loan of a blanket I sent it back, and this time I did not ; and I also 
asked Mrs. Strickland for medicine—I asked for rhubarb, and she gave it to me. She never measured a 
dose, but just gave me it out of a teaspoon into a paper, so I brought it home ; so I got it here, and some 
pills. 

"I remain your most obedient servant, 

" THOS. DUNOLLY." 

" This is evidence.—About two years ago that Mr. Capt. Page let me go for the good of my health 
to Framlingham station. I asked for to go there. He told me to stay for three months, so I stayed for 
three months. So I wanted to come back. Mr. Goodall, the manager of that station, told me that this 
station was to be broken up. So we said to him (that is, to Mr. Goodall) we must go home and see about 
it. So we walked to Camperdown ; we stopped there for a week, and we also asked Mr. Dawson to write 
to Capt. Page for a pass for us while we were staying, and we started away to Colac walking. So when 
we got to Colac Capt. Page sent an answer back to the station-master, stating that we must go back to 
Framlingham. It was too wet up at Coranderrk, yet we stopped there for a couple of days, and Mr. Smith, 
the station-master at Colac, telegraphed to Mr. Capt. Page, and he received no answer ; and so I told 
Mr. Smith I could not wait any longer—I must go on. So Mr. Smith told us, You go to the next railway 
station '—that is Berragooder—' If I get an answer I will send it to you.' So we stayed there one night 
at Berragooder. So in the morning we went to the railway-master at that station. He told us, ' Here, go 
in the train as far as Geelong,' so we did go as far as Geelong. We came to Mr. Garrett, in Geelong. 
Mr. Garrett said, Well, what are you going to do ? " Well, we are going to walk.' So Mr. Garrett said, 
Not while I am here you won't walk it' ; and said that Mr. Capt. Page ought to be ashamed of himself 

for not sending us a pass, and he gave us a note to take to the railway-master to get our pass ; so we got 
our pass for Melbourne. Then I came home. So when I worked on here pay-day came, and Mr. Capt. 
Page sent up to Mr. Strickland to take ten shillings of my wages, which Mr. Strickland did. That was 
the ten shillings for the fare from Geelong to Melbourne in the railway ; so Capt. Page robbed me.—
DICK RICHARD. X " 

" Since Mr. Capt. Page took the charge of the Coranderrk station he got my geese sold by 
Mr. Strickland when I went up with my wife and family up the country for a month, and he made me sell 
my pig also and my ducks. And as for Capt. Page saying that we got cows, it is untrue, for Capt. Page 
told me not to touch any cow in the yard, and told me to go out of the yard and to go to Mr. Strickland 
and get milk from the house ; and Jack Briggs was milking that morning, and I could not get any milk 
for the baby. And then Capt. Page went to the township and stopped the police from summoning Mr. 
Strickland for the sore-backed horses, and then he went back to Melbourne ; and he was never a friend to 
the blacks, and Mr. Strickland also. And Mr. Strickland fetched the police and told me to clear out of the 
but in spite of me ; and then Capt. Page would not let me and William Barrick and Johney Terrick pick 
hops afterwards ; and Mr. Strickland stopped my rations and told my wife and children to go down to the 

" SIR, 
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house and eat there, which they did not go, because I went down to my friend, Mrs. Bon, and Mrs. Bon 
and I went to Capt. Page's office, and he was not in, and then we went to Mr. Jennings' office, and I asked 
him if I could get a pair of boots and a coat, and lie said he would not give me any order, and told me to 
go home ; and that is all the thanks I got from him—from the member of the Board. And we don't want 
any Board nor inspecting Capt. Page over us—only one man, that is Mr. John Green, and the station to 
be under the Chief Secretary ; and we will show to the country that we can work it and make it pay, and 
I know it will.—THOMAS MICKY." 

• 

William Barrick's Statement. 

7 

" Coranderrk Station. 
"I went to Mr. Strickland, and Robert Wandon with me, to ask him for a pass the time my boy was 

very bad, and he gave me the pass, but no money for the road ; and Mr. Strickland told me that he would 
write to Capt. Page to meet me at the coach office in Melbourne, and when I went to Melbourne nobody 
was there to meet us, and we went up to the stables, and we went to Richmond, to look for my friend, 
Mr. Williams, but he had left the house, and we did not know where to go, and it was dark and cool, and 
I told my boy that we would go to Kew to Mrs. Bon ; and I had to carry my boy to Mrs. Bon, and it was 
late in the night, and we had supper there, and we went to an hotel and Mrs. Bon gave me a shilling for 
my bed ; and Mrs. Bon went with us to Mr. Dow's office. He was not in—only his brother and I think 
Mrs. MacDonald, that sent me to the hospital, and I left him there. And I saw Capt. Page next day in 
the hospital, and he said, Why did you not come up to the office ? ' And I said to him, I had no letter 
from Mr. Strickland to you.' And Capt. Page said to me that be got a letter from Mr. Strickland, and 
I and Capt. Page waited till five o'clock. And in the morning I went to Mr. Strickland for my ticket and 
Robert Wandon with me, and I said to Mrs. Strickland, Will you give me a letter for Dr. Elms to see my 
boy ? ' And she said, I'll see Mr. Strickland' ; and he said, No, because he could not alter the ticket. 
' If my boy is very ill, I will bring him back again ; but if not, I will go on to Melbourne.' And we don't 
want any Board nor inspecting Capt. Page over us—only one man, that is Mr. Green, and the station to be 
under the Chief Secretary; and then we will show to the country that we can work it and make it pay, and 
I know it will.-WILLIAM BERRICK." 

" This is my evidence :—I have heard in the newspaper that Mr. Capt. Page said that no one ever 
complained to him about meat. I for one told Mr. Strickland to write to Capt. Page to give us a little 
more meat while we were digging in the hop paddock. So Mr. Strickland wrote, and he received an answer 
from Capt. Page, telling him that if I was not satisfied with what I was getting he would send me off the 
place.—ALICK CAMPBELL. X Witnesses—Thos. Dunolly and Bobby Wandon. 

" SIR, 	 " Coranderrk, November 17th, 1881. 
"I am now about to state my complaints. I asked Mr. Strickland to send for the doctor in Lillydale, 

and he said to me that he gets a good rap on the knuckles ; so I said to him, 'never mind.' This was 
when my little child was sick, but she is dead now. As for milk, I had to buy it the time my little child 
was sick. When I used to ask for milk they used to give me skim milk, what was no good for a sick 
child. I was speaking to Mr. Capt. Page about work, such as mending the drays and yokes, and making 
coffins. I asked Capt. Page would he give me a little encouragement to mend those things. The answer 
he gave me was, 'If you don't mind your business, or don't keep quiet,' he would put me off the station. 
There are Government tools for the use of the station, so I made a coffin the other day for one of our 
friends. I sent my wife down to Mrs. Strickland for a plane, and she could not get it, so I told Thomas 
Harris if I could not get a plane I would not do anything without I have one. So Thomas Harris went 
down and asked Mrs. Strickland, and Thomas Harris could not get the plane, but had to have a little 
talking over it first. They were not willing to give the plane till Thomas Harris said he would report 
them ; so they gave it out. On the 21st of January I got a loan of £1 of Thomas Harris. I got this 
money to pay for horse stabling. I got the loan of Mr. Green's buggy and Mr. Harris's horse to take her 
to the hospital, and it was through Mr. Green I got her into the hospital, and Mr. Green was in time to 
help me in. If it was not for Mr. Green I would not have taken her in. I had two flannel drawers made 
out of my wife's flannel when she got them for petticoats. 

" I remain your obedient servant, 

"WILLIAM PARKER." 

Mrs. Hamilton's evidence. 

"My child took bad on the Sunday morning, from eating corn beef boiled with cabbage. On 
Sunday night I gave her a good bath and I gave her a dose of castor oil, and in the morning I found out 
that she was full of worms. She was everywhere playing. On Monday morning or Tuesday I took her 
down to see Mrs. Strickland, to see what was good for the pimples, and she give me the medicine and it 
didn't do her any good, so I went to prayers on Thursday night, and she asked me if they were getting 
little better, and I said, they are getting no worse ;' and she told me that I must not come in to prayers 
until my children are better. I did not like the word, but I like to go to prayers. She was frightened of 
me for fear they might catch it from me. So I went down for a bit of meat one day—my children were 
crying for soup. She made me stand where the bell is, and so I said, 'You must come up to my place to 
see what I want for my children.' They came up for nine days to see me and soon got tired of me. Only 
one daughter—that's Miss Alice—came, not Mr. Strickland and not Mrs., and the youngest took only three 
days after we got the medicine from Mr. Green ; but as they never came in my place, only stood outside 
very near in the street, and I after them to throw things back to them. Mrs. Dean is the only one that 
came in my door and looked at them close. She came in my place every day and saw my children playing 
every day. They were not in bed. They said it was scarlet fever, and I couldn't get any medicine in 




