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2377. How much do you allow for each family ?-I do not know how much. 
2378. Do you send up bed quilts or window blinds ?-I do not. 
2379. When did you last examine the medicine chest ?-Never lately. 
2380. Had Mrs. Dunolly, in her confinement a few weeks ago, to send to Healesville to purchase a 

bottle of castor oil ?-I never heard of it. 
2381. Are you aware that the sick get soup, which they describe as water with fat and maggots ?-

I do not believe it. 
2382. Did you authorize Mr. Strickland to flog Phinnimore with a rein and buckle ?-I did not. 
2383. Have you ever had a complaint lodged with you that he did such a thing ?-No. 
2384. Would you approve of his doing such a thing ?-No ; but I do not believe that he did flog 

him with a buckle. 

2385. Is it true that, to maintain discipline at Coranderrk, you had to call in the aid of the police?-
What do you call discipline ? 

2386. When Mr. Strickland cannot maintain discipline-when a man disobeys-if he takes possession 
of an old but which is not inhabited, to use as a kitchen, would it be necessary for Mr. Strickland to send 
for the police to eject him ?--He would be the best judge of that. 

2387. Did you authorize him to do so ?-I was not there. 
2388. Did you never authorize the police to eject a man from a but ?-I cannot say positively. 
2389. Is it true that Mr. Strickland uses his powers of mimicry at the expense of the feelings of the 

blacks ?-I do not know. 
2390. From the fact that the Aborigines have not made complaint to you, one would think they do 

not regard you as a friend but as an enemy ?-I do not think they regard me as an enemy. 
2391. Would it improve your health to go without vegetables ?-I cannot say anything about that, 

I do not eat much vegetables myself. 
2392. By whose authority do you purchase the drapery at Banks Bros. ?-The Board's. 
2393. Do you consider it just or fair to other mercantile houses, selecting Banks Bros. ?-I did not 

select Bank Bros. 
2394. Do you consider it just to other houses ?-I do not understand the "justice " about it. 
2395. Why do you not call for tenders, the usual course ?-I will explain as well as I can. When 

I took charge of the matters of the Board, they had been dealing with some other firm that did not give 
satisfaction ; they were dealing with Banks Bros. who gave satisfaction, and I have not been instructed to 
deal with other people. They have given great satisfaction. 

2396. Would it not be possible to get them equally good and cheaper by tender ?-I do not think so. 
2397. Do you call these samples of dress material value for the money ?-I do. 
2398. Where do you send the fancy goods said to be given as discount?-They go about to the 

different stations. 
2399. What share go to Coranderrk ?-I cannot say. 
2400. When did the last lot go ?-I cannot say. 
2401. Are you a judge of drapery ?-Pretty good. 
2402. Do you never call in the aid of an expert ?-I take the wives of missionaries as judges. 
2403. Do they come to Melbourne to choose ?-No. 
2404. How can they choose before you purchase ?-All the clothing gives great satisfaction.-[ The 

witness read the following letter from Mr. Stable.] 
"Captain Page-Dear Sir, 	 "Lake Condah, June 20th 1881. 

"All the clothing, &c., have now arrived, and I desire to thank the Board and you heartily for the very liberal 
supply which you have granted to this station. The clothing, hats, boots, &c., are all of excellent quality, and I hope that 
while they will be a great comfort to our people that they may also give proof in some measure that they appreciate your 
kindness towards them. The serge which, along with the wincey, was intended for winter dresses we would have gladly 
received, and would be much obliged if it were forwarded in time to use it during the wet and cold winter weather. 
Enclosed I return, duly signed, the accounts for the goods received, as well as two from the mason for putting up a chimney 
and for walling and cementing the underground water tank, which, if you will pass for payment, I shall be much obliged. 

" Yours faithfully, 
" (Sgd.) 	J. H. ST2iHLE " 

2405. Would you desire to purchase Coranderrk, were it put up to auction ?-I do not think so 
2406. Do you know that it is commonly reported that Coranderrk is coveted by some people ?-I 

have not the least idea. 
2407. Have these poor aborigines a portion allotted for them in the cemetery at Melbourne ?-Not 

that I know of. 
2408. Was it not recommended many years ago ?-I am not aware of that. 
2409. Are they buried among the Chinese ?-I am not aware of it. They are buried by the 

hospital. 
2410. At the expense of the hospital ?-At the expense of the hospital. 
2411. Have you inspected the ground set apart for their burial ?-I have not. 
2412. Do they get Christian burial ?-I know nothing at all about their burial. 
2413. Do the hospital authorities communicate with you when they die ?-They do. 
2414. And you do not go and see them decently buried ?-No. 
2415. Do you give any instructions regarding their burial ?-No. 
2416. They are buried as paupers ?-They are buried by the hospital. 
2417. Are they not wards of the State ?-Yes. 
2418. Are they amply provided for by the Government ?-Pretty well. 
2419. Is the vote not liberal enough ?-We can just manage to make it run out. 
2420. Why are they thrown upon the hospital if they are wards of the State ?-I cannot answer 

2421. Where do you purchase your hardware and groceries ?-The hardware I purchase at 
.McEwan's, in Elizabeth street. 

2422. And the groceries ?-At Henty's. 
2423. You get those articles at wholesale prices ?-All of them. 
2424. You are perfectly satisfied with that ?-Yes. 
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2425. Supposing you buy retail quantities you get wholesale prices ?-Yes. 
2426. Whether it is a pound's worth„or twenty, or a hundred pounds' worth, do they make any 

difference ?-Sometimes ; if I am buying iron I get it cheaper by going to one of the head people. 
2427. There is no advantage to you by dealing with them ?-Not at all. 
2428. Would it not be a saving to call for tenders ?-I do not think it would : for this reason, we 

do not buy all the things at these places. We buy some up the country at the local storekeepers. 
2429. How much do you pay for that sugar we saw at Coranderrk ?-I could not give that answer 

at the moment. 
2430. Has Mrs. Deans ever told you that the orphan children have vermin in their heads ?-Never 

mentioned the subject. 
2431. Have you forbidden the schoolmaster to report to the Board against the management of 

Coranderrk ?-I have never forbidden the schoolmaster. Mr. Deans, the schoolmaster, was in the habit 
of coming frequently to my office ; in fact, always when he came to town, and he would tell me that 
he wanted a complaint made, at the same time he did not wish to make it. He would talk in a sort 
of way that he had a complaint to, make against Mr. Strickland, at the same time he was to be out of 
it. I got so tired of it, I said, " Never come to me with a complaint about Mr. Strickland except it 
is in writing. Be careful when you make a complaint unless you can prove it." Mr. Curr told him the 
same thing. 

2432. Did you forbid him to leave any statement in writing which would militate against the Board ? 
-Most certainly not. When I heard of this enquiry being appointed, I wrote to Mr. Strickland to tell 
Mr. Deans that he could not leave for England. Mr. Deans came down to me and said he thought it very 
hard he should be stopped at the last moment ; he would lose his passage, and all his arrangements were 
made at home ; he would be away a very short time. I did not want the man to go ; at the same time 
I thought it hard he should lose his passage-money. 

2433. He was allowed to go ?-He was allowed to go. 
2434. You did not wish him to go ?-No. 
2435. Yet you allowed him to go ?-Yes. 
2436. You wished to detain him on account of the coming enquiry ?-Yes. 
2437. How long ago is it since he left ?-About two months. 
2438. Did he offer to leave a written statement ?-Never. 
2439. Will you inform the Board who has the appointment of the teacher at Coranderrk ?-

The Board. 
2440. Is it a State school ?-No, it is not a State school, but it is inspected by a State school 

inspector ; it is treated the same as a State school. 
2441. By request from the Board they allow their inspector to come ?-Yes. 
2442. The Board can appoint or dismiss the teacher ?-Yes. 
2443. Is he an efficient man as a schoolmaster ?-Yes. 
2444. What object have you in keeping Mr. Strickland there in spite of the protestations of the 

aborigines ?-I consider the aborigines should not be the persons to appoint their own manager. We should 
never keep a manager at all if it came to that. 

2445. Do you think their feelings ought to be consulted ?-They are very much consulted ; but we 
cannot consult them in everything. 

2446. Has this affair of the manager, as regards removing him on account of the blacks, ever been 
discussed before the Board ?-The propriety of dismissing him ? 

2447. Yes ?-The matter has been discussed very much. 
2448. Do you consider him a fit and proper person to have the management ?-The manager could 

not be competent at the present time. No man could manage it the way it is now. 
2449. Do you not think that some of the views enunciated by Mr. Hagenauer would tend to meet 

the case-that there should be more of the missionary than the lay element in the management ?-I think 
they want a little of both. Mr. Hagenauer's aborigines and the Coranderrk aborigines are two perfectly 
distinct people. You cannot compare the aborigines at Coranderrk to those on any other station. 

2450. Why ?-They are nearly all half-castes, and know so much. 
2451. Do you not think it is a mistake perpetuating a race of paupers at Corauderrk ?-You cannot 

get rid of them. They will not go out to work. 
2452. I have spoken to the young people at Coranderrk, and I have asked them would they not like 

to go out to good situations. They have said, yes ; but they would not be allowed ?-Some of those men 
will come and say they want to go away for a short time just at the time they are wanted in the hop 
ground. If they go away then it would be ruination. But if a half-caste wants to go to live in a family, 
there would not be the least objection. 

2453. Do they not go with the intention of remaining away?-Once or twice I thought some were 
going to remain away, but they always turn up again. 

2454. You have control of them up to what age ?-Sixteen I think with men, eighteen with girls. 
2455. You have stated that Mr. Strickland is there as sole manager of Coranderrk ?-He is head 

man there. 
2456. He has the entire management-allowed to act according to his own discretion ?-It depends 

upon what way you mean. 
2457. Supposing I apply for a girl over fourteen, has the Board any authority to prevent her 

going ?-Yes, in this way : the girl might go, but you would get fined for taking her unless you had 
permission. 

2458. Could I get a girl by applying to you ?-No, not to me. 
2459. You say if we take them after they are fourteen years, we shall he punished for taking them 

away ?-Yes. 
2460. Under what clause of the Act P-It states there in one of the clauses. 
2461. Does not the clause which requires a certificate of engagement certify that the engagement 

shall be for a period of more than three months ?-That is a matter I would not like to say very much 
about. It is a legal matter. 
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2462. Do you remember writing to me (Mrs. Bon) telling me that I was liable to a fine of £20 

if I gave employment to any of the aboriginals of Coranderrk if they came to my station ?-I do not 
remember, but it is likely enough that I did so. I could have done so. When was it ? 

2463. It was in the case of Johnny Charles, the shearing before last ?-I do not remember it. 
2464. Have you any authority over those aborigines after they are the age of twenty-one ?-We 

have no legal authority over them at all. If we had legal authority we should not have any trouble 
with them in the stations, but when you tell them to do things they can please themselves whether they 

do it. 
2465. Supposing a young fellow leaves the station with a view of earning a little money, why do 

you object ?-Had that man his wife with him ? 
2466. No ?-That is what the Board object to, that a man should go away and leave his wife and 

family for the Board to keep. 
2467. Do the shearers ever take their wives with them ?-I cannot answer. 
2468. What would you say if you were told that Mr. Strickland has stated he has no power to give 

the aborigines candles unless in cases of sickness-no power to give a sheet of paper or postage stamps 
without consulting the Board ?-He is not supplied with postage stamps or paper for the use of the 

aborigines. 
2469. You do not approve of their writing to their relatives-have you any objection to the half- 

caste girls writing to their relatives ?-Not the least objection. 
2470. I suppose you expect them to provide those things out of their earnings ?-I never considered 

the matter of postage stamps. I never heard it mentioned before. 
2471. Do you provide the aborigines with furniture?-Nothing in the shape of furniture is provided, 

except in the orphan-house. It has never been brought before me at all. 
2472. That accounts for the statement made by Dr. McCrea, that the children, and some of the 

adults, passed their excrements in the gutters before the houses ?-It is a good many years since he was 

there. 
2473. Have you a bath-room on the establishment, as recommended in 1865 ?-There is a bath- 

room there. 
2474. Where is it ?-In the dormitory. 
2475. I speak of the adults, the married people and children-have you a bath-room on the estab-

lishment, as recommemded in 1865, for the use of adults and their children ?-There is only one bath-
room in the place. 

2476. Are you aware when Mrs. Morgan's boy was dying, in July last, and required a bed for 
himself, that she had to cut a blanket in two to supply a covering ?-I am not aware. 

2477. Are you aware that Mrs. Dunolly, in her confinement, received a blanket from the matron on 
condition that she would return it when able to leave her bed ?-I am not aware of it. 

2478. There seems a great deficiency of medical comforts in cases of sickness ?-These are 
simply statements made by Mrs. Bon. I have not heard of them. 

2479. Whose superintendence is the medical chest under ?-The superintendent. There is any 
amount of medicines up there. Dr. Elms is paid by the Board. 

2480. Does he pay periodical visits ?-When he is required. He is certain, I should think, to be 

there once a month. 
2481. In cases of emergency he is sent for ?-Yes. 
2482. If there is no sickness he might not be there for twelve months ?-Yes. 
2483. Does he visit on contract ?-No ; he is paid so much a visit. 
2484. How long was William Hamilton's family kept in quarantine ?-I think about three weeks. 
2485. Why ?-Because they had scarlet fever. 
2486. How do you know it was scarlet fever ?-The doctor told me so. 
2487. It was prevalent in Lilydale at the time ?-Yes. 
2488. Did the doctor visit the patients ?-I telegraphed to him to go and visit the place. 
2489. Did he order them into quarantine ?-I believe so. 
2490. Did it spread ?-I believe not. 
2491. How many cases ?-That was the only case I heard of. 
2492. We are told it was "Bubberum" ?-I am certain the doctor would have told me if he thought 

it was not scarlet fever. 
2493. Do you know if there are many dogs on the place ?-A great many. 
2494. Can you give the number ?-I could not. I think there are more dogs than people. 
2495. What have you done lately to elevate the aborigines in the social scale ?-They are educated 

as well as they possibly can be, and are taught to work and behave themselves. 
2496. Do you consider taking them to the police court has an elevating tendency ?-They must go 

if it is necessary, the same as a white man would. That is unpleasant, but it cannot be helped. 
2497. What are they taken there for ?-I do not know that any have been taken there lately ; now 

and then there has been a dispute. The last case was when Mr. Strickland flogged one of those boys 
justifiably. They came and took some children out of the orphan-house.. One fellow shook his fist in 
Mr. Strickland's face, and told him it was lucky he was not thirty years younger. I told Mr. Strickland 
to summon him for assault. 

2498. What charge was laid against this man ?-Interfering in his duties. 
2499. Has he any right under the Act to touch them ?-I think he has. 
2500. What was he flogging the boy for ?-I cannot tell just now. Mr. Strickland told me the 

history. I said I thought it ought to be brought before the court. 
2501. Did he assault him very severely ?-No. 
2502. Are you sure he did not injure the boy's head ?-I did not see him at the time. A policeman 

saw him immediately afterwards. 
2503. Will you inform us what missionary work has been done during the past three years ?-Iu 

what way ? 
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2504. What are the duties of the missionary usually ?-The missionary work that goes on there is 
carried on by Mr. Strickland and Mrs. Strickland and the girls. They have a service every evening at 
Coranderrk, with the exception of Saturday evening. On Sunday they have service twice a day, and 
Sunday-school in the afternoon. 

2505. Do they attend the services ?-Very badly of late. 
2506. They do not get much religious teaching ?-That is one of the ways of spiting the manager-

staying away from church. 
2507. Through their inattention they lose spiritual instruction ?-They do. 
2508. How many children have been baptized since Mr. Strickland went there P-I cannot tell 

without looking. 
2509. Do you know if the sacrament is ever administered ?-I do not think it is at Coranderrk. 
2510. Are the aborigines encouraged to practise cruelties to animals by riding horses with sore 

backs ?-No. 
2511. There are no horses ridden with sore backs at Coranderrk P-I do not say that ; but not 

intentionally. 
2512. Has anyone been in the habit of writing to you that the sick in the hospitals were deficient 

in clothing P-Mr. Williams says he wrote to me. 
2513. No one else ?-That is the only one I remember. 
2514. Did I (Mrs. Bon) ever write to you ?-I do not remember. 
2515. Why should that state of affairs exist, that people who have no business with the blacks have 

to remind you of your duty ?-They have not. 
2516. Have you noticed the extreme reluctance with which they go to the hospital P-1 have found 

them in the hospital, longing to go home again. 
2517. Should not some provision be made for the sick at Coranderrk P-I have thought of it, but I 

am very doubtful of it. 
2518. Mr. Strickland speaks very well of the habits of tidiness of the housewives-why do not you 

give the housewives furniture, to encourage those habits of tidiness ?- 
[Mrs. Bon handed in a letter to the Chairman, who read the same as follows :]-"Office of Board 

for the Protection of the Aborigines, 69 Temple Court, Melbourne, 15th September 1880. Dear Madam,- 
I received your note about the coats for Aaron and Reece ; the former certainly was the better for one, but 
Reece had on a pilot jacket, but, as he had got it into his head that he must have another coat, being in 
hospital, I sent him one and made him happy. I am sorry you will encourage the blacks when they leave 
the station without leave. They impose upon you. Anything that they are entitled to they can always 
get, but I will not pet up one man at the expense of others. Bamfield gets fully his share of the good 
things going, and he is much better off than most blacks. He had boots when the others had theirs, but 
was not content, but required spring-side boots. I hope you will not interfere again, as it benefits nobody. 
Bamfield is such a lazy good-for-nothing fellow that no one on the station, black or white, can speak well 
of him. You have not been to see Lily Edmonds. I hear she requires visiting more than anyone else, 
poor little girl. She was better yesterday than she has been for some days. I am, yours faithfully, 
A. M. A. PAGE. The clothing we were speaking of for the hospital people came down with them, and 
by mistake was taken back again by Mrs. Ruskin, then sent by coach to town, and kept at the Bull and 
Mouth for several days ; so Mr. Strickland, you see, was not to blame." 

2519. You mentioned yesterday that one aboriginal objected to Mr. Vale asking about the meat-
will you give the name of that aboriginal P-I decline to give the name just now till I am up at the 
station. 

2520. What salary does the matron receive ?-£50, I think, a year. 
2521. What are her duties ?-To look after the children in the orphan-house. 
2522. What else-is that all ?-To see the people. As matron she simply has to look after the 

orphan-house and children, but as the wife of the manager she has to assist him at his duties. 
2523. Is she supposed to cut out the work for the women and show them how to put it together ?-

Certainly ; that is part of her duties. 
2524. •Does she perform those duties ?-I think so. 
2525. Have you ever heard any complaints from the women there that she did not help them ?-

No, I have not. 
2526. What is Mr. Strickland's salary ?-£150. 
2527. You heard me examining Mr. Jennings the other day ?-Yes. I forget what it was about. 
2528. I told you. The reason I wished to examine him was, because he was a lawyer, and an old 

member of the Board. Do you think he explained intelligibly the position of the Board ?-I could not 
hear what he said. 

2529. Did he appear to understand anything about the passes ?-There is no such thing as a pass. 
2530. Mr. Strickland stated that they have to get a pass or they would not be allowed to leave ?-

When a black goes away from Coranderrk, and is going away to another station, he will not be received 
unless he brings a letter from the manager of the other station. 

2531. But you have passes for the coach ?-That is a coach ticket, not a pass. 
2532. What was your salary when you were first appointed ?-£400 a year. 
2533. What is your present salary ?-£500 a year. 
2534. Who audits your accounts ?-Mr. Langton. 

The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned to Healesville on Thursday the 17th instant. 
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(Taken 

THURSDAY, 

E. H. CAMERON, 

Mrs. Bon, 
D. McNab, Esq., 
Thos. Armstrong, Esq., J.P., 

at Coranderrk.) 

17TH NOVEMBER 1881. 

Present: 

Esq., M.L.A., in the Chair ; 

J. Kerr, Esq., 
J. C. Steel, Esq., J.P. 

The following petition was handed in :-" Coranderrk, Sept. 5th 1881.-Sir,-The only complaint 
we have is this, we all wish Mr. Green back here in Mr. Strickland's position. Mr. Strickland is not a fit 
man here in regard to work and also to the sick people ; he has no idea of tilling the ground or making 
any improvements on the station, or doing any good for the welfare of the black there ; no potatoes or 
hay here on the station, and the station ought (to) keep itself in meat, but it does not ; we all have to buy 
meat. When Mr. Green was here he used to be doing what Mr. Strickland is doing now, that is, he used 
to preach the gospel and also do the farming work, and also do what Mr. Capt. Page is doing now as 
inspector, and made a good improvement ; and now it takes three men and there is no improvement. If 
Mr. Green had the use of the money what is laid now since he left, there would (be) something what the 
station would be able to pay back. We are all sure if we had Mr. Green back the station would self-
support itself. No wonder the visitors that come here and go away and say the station ought to be sold, 
when we won't be allowed to clear the ground ; the Central Board, and the manager too, are only leaving 
this open for to give room to the white people to have something to say about it. The only thing we wish 
is Mr. Green removed back here, and then they will see that (the) station will (be) improved better, and 
will also see that those who speak against us will see we have a head manager of us. So that (is) all we 
all have to say. These are the names of our men what are agreeable and hope to be carried out-Wm. 
Barak, Thos. Banfield, Dick Richard, Thos. Avoca, Terrick Johnny, Thos. Gillman, Lankey, Willie 
Hamilton, Alick Campbell, Thos. Dunolly, Martin Simpson, Alfred Morgan, H. Harmony, R. Wandon, 
J. Briggs." 

Phinnimore Jackson, aboriginal, examined. 

How old are you ?-About 13. 
Where were you born ?-Mount Hope. 
How long have you been here at the station ?-I think I was here when Mr. Green was at 

You do not know the number of years ?-No. 
Do you attend school ?-Yes. 
You attend school regularly ?-No, not regularly. Mr. Strickland has got me for a mail-boy 

and grooming for him. 
2541. Are you employed as mail-boy every day ?-Yes. 
2542. How often do you go to Healesville with letters-how many times a day ?-Every day nearly. 
2543. What time of the day ?-I come out of school at three o'clock. 
2544. What time does the school go in in the morning ?-I think it is from ten to twelve in the 

morning. 
2545. And the afternoon ?-Two to four. 
2546. You lose one hour's schooling ?-Yes. 
2547. Do you do any work but grooming the horses and carrying the mail ?-Lately I dig and cart 

in wood for the house. 
2548. For the use of Mr. Strickland ?-Yes. 
2549. Where do you get your meals ?-In the kitchen. 
2550. Do you get enough ?-Yes, I get enough. 
2551. Do you get meat ?-Yes. 
2552. You get enough of that ?-Yes. 
2553. As much as you want ?-Yes. 
2554. Do you get enough to wear-trousers and shirts ?-I have only got four pairs of trousers. 
2555. During what time did you get the four pairs ?-I got two pairs since Mr. Strickland came 

2556. Four pairs since Mr. Green left ?-Four pairs altogether. 
2557. Do you know how long it is since Mr. Strickland came here ?-No. 
2558. Do you know how many years P-1 think he said he had been here three years. 
2559. Did the two pairs last you three years ?-Yes. 
2560. How many shirts did you get during that time ?-I got two pairs of new shirts too. 
2561. Did you get any undershirts ?-No. 
2562. Have you nothing under that shirt you have on now ?-No. 
2563. What kind of boots do you wear ?-Lace-ups. 
2564. How many pairs did you get during the last three years ?-Two pairs of new boots. 
2565. Do you remember the state of the boots you had when Mr. Strickland came ; were they new 

or old ?-They were good for a good while after Mr. Strickland came. 
2566. Do you get enough clothes to keep you warm in winter ?-It feels cold without a flannel 

shirt. 
2567. Have you ever had a flannel shirt ?-We used to have them when Mr. Green was here. 
2568. Does Mr. Strickland give you any money for grooming and chopping wood ?-He pays me, 

but I do not think it is for fetching in the wood. There used to be a man for wood ; but all the men have 
left off, and I had to take it. 

2569. Do you get any money ?-Yes. 
2570. Who gives it to you ?-Mr. Strickland. 
2571. How much P-Two shillings every pay-day. 

P. Jackson, 
17th Nov. 1881. 
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2572. Did Mr. Strickland ever strike you ?—Yes. 
2573. Do you remember what day that was ?—May 24th. 
2574. Was it on Saturday 2—Yes. 
2575. What did he strike you for—did you have any words with him before ?—No ; we went for a 

ride to Healesville on the Friday. As we were coming back we met Alfred Morgan. Mr. Strickland 
asked him, was he going to run the horse he was on at the races ? He said, " Yes." Mr. Strickland told 
him he was going to see the horses run. I asked, could I go with him ? He said, " Yes." In the evening 
we came home, and I asked could I go for the horse to go with him to see the horses run ? 

2576. What did you do then ?—I went for the horse with Willie Edmonds and Tommy Dick. We 
could not find it, so we came back ; and Mr. Strickland asked where I was ; I told him I went for the 
horses to go with him to the races. He told me to go to my room, and he gave me a good thrashing with 
his hands. He told me he was going for a riding whip ; so I told him I was going to my sister, to show 
the bruises that were on my back. So he came over and looked for me, and could not find me. He came 
to my sister's and asked where I was, and she spoke to him about the whipping I got. I went to Lydia's 
and planted myself under the bed, and Mr. Strickland could not find me ; and one of his daughters came 
and looked for me, and looked under the bed and found me. She fetched me down again, and Mr. Strick-
land locked the door of the kitchen, and put the bridle reins round me, and led me to my room. He locked 
the store-room and kept me in there, and put my head between his legs and gave me a thrashing with the 
bridle reins. 

2577. Did he hurt you much ?—He hurt my head. 
2578. Did it bleed ?—Yes ; he just shut the door and came out. He came in the evening and gave 

me a mat and some blankets to sleep on. He shut the door and came out, and came on Sunday morning 
with a dish of water and washed my head, and took the shirt that had blood on and put it away, and fetched 
a clean pair of trousers and shirt before the men came. 

2579. Who came ?—Campbell and Davis—some of the men to see the boys. 
2580. What boys ?—I and Willie and Tommy. We were all whipped. Campbell asked him, could 

he go in to see me ? He said, " Yes." So Alick Campbell took me away to his place and washed my 
head and put something on to heal it up. He showed it to Mr. Green. He went to Mr. Tevlyn first ; he 
was not at home. We went to Mr. Green's, and Mr. Green looked at it, and we came home, and Alick 
kept me at his place, and Mr. Strickland sent for me to go for the letters, and Alick did not let me come ; 
so Mr. Strickland told him he would summon him 

2581. Who washed your head first ?—Mr. Strickland ; he washed it in the store before the men 

2582. What did the men wash it for ?—Mr. Strickland did not half wash my head. 
2583. What were the names of the two boys who were with you ?—Willie Edmonds and Tommy 

Dick. 
2584. When did this happen ?—Twenty-fourth of May. 
2585. Last year ?—No, it was when there were races at the Yarra Flats.—[ The Board inspected 

the boy's head.] 
2586. Are you an orphan ?—Yes, but I have got some brothers and sisters. 
2587. Was either of those young men that came to you a relative of yours ?—Yes, Campbell was 

my brother-in-law. 
2588. Were the other boys little boys ?—No, they were as big as me. 
[The two boys, Willie Edmonds and Tommy Dick, were called in.] 
2589. (To Mr. Strickland.)—You have heard this evidence ; have you any questions to ask this 

witness ?—I would just state, if you please, the facts from my point of view. These boys I consider were 
(out of school especially) under my control. It has been my habit since I have been here of associating 
myself with them as a brother or a father. I made it a rule to go about the station cleaning up anything 
disorderly ; Saturdays especially were devoted to this purpose. On two Saturdays I missed the boys—
could not find them anywhere; I told them, if they absented themselves on another Saturday, I would 
do with my own boys—I shoud have to correct them. On the occasion of the races referred to, Alfred 
Morgan asked me if I would allow Phinnimore to go with him to the races. I said, " Certainly not ; you 
men will go, but the boys shall not go." I said, " It will be time enough for them by-and-by, and I know 
the experience before them would not be beneficial to them." On the day referred to, the boys were again 
absent from the station. When they came home I asked them where they had been. They said they had 
been to look for a horse for Alfred Morgan. I said, "In consequence of your disobedience, I will correct 
you." I sent them into the room, and with the hand part of a bridle-rein I gave them half a dozen cuts 
each over the back. Phinnimore, when it came his turn to be corrected, made a rush at me and got his 
head between my legs, I suppose with the intention of knocking me down. I said, " Very well ; you have 
got your head there, now I will give it to you." In taking him to the room where I intended to keep him 
for the night, I took him by the collar, and, in struggling to get away from me, I lost my hold of him ; 
he slipped against a vessel in the room and grazed his temple. I was sorry he had done so, and in the 
morning—the Sunday morning—I took him his breakfast and clean clothes, and washed the part that was 
grazed (it was just as if a pin had scratched it—nothing more), as I would have done if he had been my 
own child. The boys called to the men from the window as they passed by, and told them they were locked 
in. Some of the men demanded to see the boys ; I said, " Certainly." Two of the men took two of the 
boys away, and the third attempted to take the third boy away, but I would not allow him to go, and told 
him I should summon him for interfering with me in the exercise of my duty. I do not know that there is 
anything else I can say. If they had been my own sons I should have dealt with them very differently 
long before. 

2590. Is there any regulation affecting this station which authorizes you to strike anybody on the 
station ?—The authority the Board would have in placing me in the position as the protector of those 
children. 

2591. Where is your authority for striking them ?—There is no authority for not striking them. If 
I was at Coranderrk, and the boys needed it, I should do it again. 

2592. Do you know that the law recognises the extreme impropriety of corporal punishment ?- 
I do not. 

2593. Did you report it to the Board ?—I did. 

came. 

1'. Jackson, 
continued, 

11th Nov. 1881. 
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1'. Jackson, 
continued, 

17th Nov. 1881. 

2594. You gave a full account P-I did. 
2595. Did the boy's head bleed ?-It bled as if it had been scratched by a pin. 
2596. Why did you wash it ?-I washed it and the rest of his face too. 
2597. Is he not old enough to wash himself ?-Yes. When I went out I said, "I am sorry this has 

occurred ; where is it ? " We found the place, and I washed it as if he had been my own boy. The thing 
is cruelly and frightfully exaggerated. 

2598. Was his face covered with blood ?-No. 
2599. Were you going to the races ?-No. 
2600. When did you summon this young man ?-The next court day but one following. 
2601. What was the charge ?-Interfering with me in the execution of my duty. 
2602. You did your duty in beating those boys ?-In doing my duty as superintendent. 
2603. Did you not tell the deputation that came up last time that, when the men asked for the 

boys to go away, you said, " Yes, you can take them away, if you can better them " ?-That was as to the 
two boys. 

2604. Was the charge insubordination ?-Yes. 
2605. Are those men under your authority ?-Yes. 
2606. By what authority ?-As Superintendent of Coranderrk. 
2607. How do you establish a case of insubordination against those men who are not under your 

authority as servants ?-Any one who interfered with me in the execution of my duty, whether an 
aboriginal or a white man, would be liable to be given in charge. 

2608. Why did you not summon them to attend the next court ?-It so occurred that I was in Mel-
bourne the next court day. 

2609. Insubordination is when a man who is under your orders rebels against your orders ?-The man 
that attempted to take that boy took him and said, " I will take the boy away." I said, " No, you will not." 

2610. Why did you detain the boy P-Because this is his home ; he is under my special care. 
2611. If you ordered one of those boys to do anything, and any other person under your control 

should tell this boy not to obey you, would you consider he was interfering with your authority ?-Yes, 
I should. 

2612. Did you consider that Alick Campbell was guilty of insubordination?-Yes. 
2613. Was he a relative of the lads ?-So they say ' • I do not understand aboriginal relationship. 
2614. Do you pay him for working for you at all ?-I do not ; I pay him in this way :-He has 

been on the whole a good, obedient, useful boy. When the cows are wanted, Phinnimore fetches them. 
When the letters are to be posted, I can rely on his being in time to take them. When there is anything 
to do, he will come in and help. A more orderly gardener you will not find in Victoria. I said to him, 
" You are a good boy ; you are growing up to be a young man ; to show you you are appreciated, I will 
put you on the pay-list." I put him on at the sum of 2s. a week. It has been represented that I took the 
boy and employed him as my servant ; he is not my servant, he is the servant of the station. 

2615. Does he chop your firewood ?-There are sixteen children in this house to be provided with 
washing and cooking. 

2616. You are paid a certain stipend ; do you pay this boy to chop your firewood. Is it right to 
take a boy from your school to do your work ?-There are certain times when it is necessary for the work 
to be done. There is a man who brings the firewood, and a man chops it up. 

2617. Do you deprive him of one hour's schooling every day to go to the post-office at Healesville ? 
-Yes. 

2618. He goes away an hour before the school comes out ?-Yes. I may say that the lady who 
teaches the school is so anxious to get her letters that the boy is sent out frequently to know if he can go 
for the letters. 

2619. You mentioned that you went round the station on Saturday ; is the dress you have on now 
your usual style of dress ?-Certainly not ; I keep an old suit. 

2620. Did Alfred Morgan go to the races ?-Yes. 
2621. Did he take any of the boys with him ?-Not my boys. 
2622. (To Tommy Dick.)-How old are you ?-Thirteen. 
2623. Are you as old as Phinnimore ?-Yes, older. 
2624. Where were you born ?-Mount Hope. 
2625. Do you remember going to the races at Yarra Flats ?-Yes. 
2626. You did go ?-Yes. 
2627. When ?----On Monday-on the Queen's birthday. 
2628. After the thrashing ?-Yes. Alick asked Mr. Strickland could he and I go, and he said yes, 

and we went. 
2629. Did you hear him say yes ?-No, Alick said it. 
2630. Did you know that Mr. Strickland stopped Phinnimore from going to the races ?-He would 

not let him go. 
2631. Do many of the men here go to races ?-(Phinnimore.)-Yes. 
2632. (To Tommy Dick.)-Do they run horses at the races ?-Yes. 
2633. Did Mr. Strickland give you a thrashing for going to the races ?-No, because we went for 

the horse. 
2634. Did he hurt you ?-Yes, he made a mark on my back. 
2635. What with ?-A bridle-rein. 
2636. By Mr. Strickland.-How did you see the mark on your back ?-I felt it, and the other boys 

told me it was there. 
2637. By the Board (to Willie Edmonds).-Did you get a whipping with the bridle-rein ?-Yes. 
2638. Was your back sore ?-Yes. 
2639. By Captain Page (to Phinnimore).-You stated just now that you had had, since Mr. 

Strickland has been here, two pairs of trousers and two shirts ?-Yes. 
2640. I find you got two pairs of trousers since July and two shirts since July ; what did you do 

before ?-I had trousers of my own that I got from Mr. Green. 
2641. What age were you when Mr. Green left ?-I do not know what age I was. 

The witness withdrew. 
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Alick Campbell, an aboriginal, examined. 

2642. Do you remember the 24th of May of last year, 1880 ?-Yes. 	 Alick Nov. 

2643. What were you doing ?-Working in the hop paddock. 	
17th ov.  

2644. Did you go to the races at the Yarra Flats P-Yei, I went to the races. 
2645. Who went with you ?-Bobby Wandon and Gillman. 
2646. Did any of the little boys ago ?-One. 
2647. Which ?-Bamfield. 
2648. Did Tommy Dick go ?-Yes, he went. 
2649. Did he go with you ?-No. 
2650. He went to the races ?-Yes. 
2651. Do you know why Phinnimore Jackson did not go to the races ?-Because Mr. Strickland 

flogged him, I think. 
2652. Do you know whether he did ?-Yes. 
2653. Did you see him do it ?-No. 
2654. You did not take the boy away from him ?-No, but on Sunday morning I took him away. 
2655. Was he flogging him then ?-No, not then. 
2656. He had him shut in ?-Yes, that was on Sunday morning. 
2657. The races were on Saturday ?-On Monday, I think ; I do not remember. 
2657i. Was it the day before the races or the day after that Mr. Strickland flogged the boy ?- 

I think it was before the races. 
2658. Where was the boy when you took him away ?-He was in the room here, in the brick 

building. 
2659. Was there anything wrong with him ?-Yes ; a fellow came up to me in the morning and 

told me my brother-in-law was flogged very seriously. I did not know anything of it. He was locked in 
there about four o'clock on Saturday evening. About eight o'clock on Sunday I asked Mr. Strickland if 
I could go in and see him. He said, " All right." He brought the key, and I went in and saw him. 

2660.• What state was the boy in then ?-His head was bleeding. 
2661. Was it bleeding then ?-Yes. 
2662. Was it a big cut ?-About that long-[an inch or so]. 
2663. What did you do with the boy P-I stood there alongside of him, and one of the chaps said, 

" Take him out." Mr. Strickland turned round and said, " Take him out, if you can •better him outside." 

So I took him out. 
2664. What did you do to him then ?-I took him to my place. 
2665. What then ?-I took him away to Healesville. 
2666. What to do ?-To show him to the police. 
2667. Did the policeman see him ?-No, he was not at home. 
2668. Did you wash him ?-No, Mr. Strickland washed him. 
2669. You did not see him washing ?-No. 
2670. Who washed the blood that you saw on his head ?-My wife washed that. 
2671. Did she put a plaster or bandage round it ?-No, only just a bit of rag round it. 
2672. Where did you go then ?-Brought him back here and never said anything more about it. 
2673. Were you summoned to Healesville ?-Yes. 
2674. Were you fined at Healesville ?-No. 
2675. What were you summoned for P-I could not say ; for taking the boy out, I suppose. 
2676. Out of the house ?-Yes. 
2677. Did not Mr. Strickland tell you to take him out ?-Yes ; he told me if I could better the boy 

to take him, so I took him. 
2678. Was your case called on at all P-No. 
2679. There was nothing further than giving you the summons ?-That is all. 

The witness withdrew. 

Alfred Davis (aboriginal) examined. 

2680. How old are you ?-I do not know ; about twenty-one, I think. 
2681. Where were you born ?-On the Loddon. 
2682. How long are you here P-I could not say ; I came when I was about three years old, I think. 
2683. Do you remember the 24th of May of last year ?-Yes. 
2684. How do you remember that day ?-I went in to see Phinnimore 
2685. Where ?-In the store. 
2686. What day of the week was it ?-Sunday morning I went in to see Phinnimore. I asked him 

what was the matter with him. He said he got a cut on the head. I asked him if Mr. Strickland had done 
it. He said he kicked him there, and hit him with the buckle of the reins. 

2687. Was he bleeding ?-It was bleeding then. 
2688. Did you do anything to the boy ?-We said it was better to take him over to the police and 

let him say what he would think of it. So we took him out. Mr. Strickland said, " If you can better him 
outside, take him " ; so we took him. 

2689. Did you go with Alick Campbell with him P-Yes, and Johnny Charles. 
2690. Did Mr. Strickland accuse you of interfering with him ?-Yes. 
2691. Did he accuse you here ?-Here. 
2692. Did you interfere with Mr. Strickland ?-No ; he told us to take him out, so we took him at 

his word. 
2693. If he gave you leave how could you interfere with him ?-We did not interfere. 
2694. Were you summoned for interfering ?-Yes. 
2695. Were you fined ?-Yes, £1. 
2696. You never obstructed Mr. Strickland ?-No. 
2697. Nor abused him ?-No. 
2698. Were you allowed to give your evidence in court when you appeared in court ?-Yes. 

Alfred Davis, 
17th Nov. 1881. 



64 

Alfred Davis, 
continued, 

17th Nov.1881. 

ui 

i lk  

2699. Did you make that statement ?-Yes. 
2700. Had you any witnesses to prove that you did not interfere with Mr. Strickland ?-Tom 

Harris. 
2701. Was he present in the room ?-No, he was outside at the time, 
2702. What evidence did Tom Harris give to exonerate you ; if he was outside he could not give 

evidence. You say Tom Harris was over at the court ?-Yes. 
2703. He told the court that you did not inter rapt or say anything to Mr. Strickland ; what did 

Harris say ?-(No answer.) 
2704. Can you tell us why the bench fined you £1 ?-Because I was taking the boy without leave. 
2705. Did you plead guilty to that or deny that P-No. 
2706. Did you take him away without leave ?-No. 
2707. You think you were not fairly treated at the court ?-No. 
2708. Did you explain to the magistrates that you did not take the boy without leave ?-Yes. 
2709. Did they believe you ?-No. 
2710. That is why you were fined ?-Yes. 
2711. Did you pay the fine ?-Yes. 
2712. You have not been summoned since ?-No. 
2713. What is your occupation here ?-Poling in the hop garden. 
2714. When the poling is all done what do you do ?-Tie hops. 
2715. You work in the hop ground doing something or other ?-Yes. 
2716. When there is no work in the hop ground where do you work P-I never was out of the hop 

garden. 
2717. You work in the hop garden all the year round ?-Yes. 
2718. Do you get paid for that ?-Yes. 
2719. How much do you get P-I do not know. 
2720. You cannot tell ?-No. 
2721. What do you do with the money you get ?-It goes to the meat. 
2722. Does it buy all the meat you want, or do you get into debt with the butcher ?-Yes. 
2723. The money does not pay for all the meat you eat ?-No. 
2724. Are you married ?-Yes. 
2725. Is your wife living ?-Yes. 
2726. Have you any children ?-One. 
2727. You cannot keep yourself your wife and child with the money you earn ?-No. 
2728. Do you work all the time P-All the time, except wet days. 
2729. Do you get enough to eat besides the meat ?-We are out of flour sometimes, and out of sugar 

and tobacco. 
2730. Are you allowed tobacco P-Yes. 
2731. Mr. Strickland gives you so much every week ?-Yes, every week he gives us two sticks, 

but it is not enough ; it does not last through the week. 
2732. 
2733. 
2734. 
2735. 
2736. 
2737. 
2738. 
2739. 
2740. 
2741. 
2742. 
2743. 
2744. 
2745. 
2746. 
2747. 
2748. 
2749. 
2750. 
2751. 
2752. 
2753. 
2754. 
2755. 
2756. 
2757. 
2758. 
2759. 
2760. 
2761. 
2762. 
2763. 
2764. 

go without. 
2765. Do you get any socks?-Yes. 
2766. How many pairs ?-One pair a year. 
2767. How many of this kind of shirt (the blue shirt) do you get ?-One a year. 
2768. Have you anything underneath that ?-A shirt. 

You run out of flour and sugar ?-Yes. 
Do you get enough tea P-Yes. 
Do you get coffee ?-No. 
Nothing but tea ?-Only tea. 
Do you get oatmeal ?-Yes. 
How do you use that ?-Make porridge. 
You eat that ?-Yes. 
Do you get any barley ?-No. 
Any raisins ?-No. 
Or currants P-No. 
Any milk ?-We have a cow of our own. 
Have you a garden ?-Yes. 
Do you grow cabbage ?-Yes. 
Do you grow enough cabbage ?-Yes, and onions and potatoes. 
When you run out of flour how do you manage ?-Depend upon the neighbors. 
If they all run out how do they get it ?-Buy a loaf. 
You do the same with sugar, buy it or do without ?-Yes. 
What quantity do you get of sugar ?-Four pounds of sugar. 
Is that for you both ?-Yes, two pounds each. 
Who weighs it out ?-Tom Harris. 
How old is your child ?-Ten months. 
Do you get any vegetables-potatoes ?-No. 
Have you got any potatoes during the last three or four years ?-No, we had to buy some once. 
Do you get enough to wear ?-I have two colored trousers and this one. 
How many do you get a year ?-One pair. 
How do you manage to have three now POne I had before-it was supplied before. 
When did you get the last pair P-I could not remember ; last year, I think. 
You got none this year P-No. 
Are you sure it was last year ?-Last winter. 
Do you wear any drawers under the trousers ?-No. 
Do you get plenty of shoes ?-No. 
How many pairs ?-One a year. 
If they wear out in six months do you go barefoot the other six months ?-Either buy it or 
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2769. What kind of shirt ?-A cotton one. 
2770. How many of those do you get ?-Two. 
2771. Do you wear flannel ?-No. 
2772. Do you ever apply for flannel for your wife to make shirts out of ?-No. 
2773. Do you feel healthy ?-Sometimes I have a bad cold. 
2774. Would getting a flannel do your cold any good-have you ever asked for one ?-We asked 

for one before. 
2775. Why did you not ask for flannel ?-We did ask for flannel, they said there was none. 
2776. Who said so ?-Mrs. Strickland ; she said we would have to wait till it came up in the 

loading. 
2777. Did the load come up since ?-- 
2778. Did you ask since ?-Yes, my wife asked. 
2779. Did she get it ?-No, we had to sign our names before we got it. 
2780. You would not sign your name ?-No. 
2781. Can you read writing ?-Yes. 
2782. How much garden have you got ?-I do not know, 
2783. Is it as big as this room ?-A little bigger, I think. 
2784. Cannot you get seed ?-I got seed, but it did not come up. 
2785. By Captain Page.-You said you had had one pair of trousers this year ?-Yes. 
2786. If I tell you you had one pair on the 27th of August and another on the 7th September of 

this year would you remember it P-I do not remember that. 
2787. By the Board.-You cannot remember whether you got trousers a little time ago ?-Yes, we 

got a pair this year. 
2788. Were you here when we were here before ?-Yes. 
2789. Did you get a pair of trousers a week or two before ?-This pair. 
2790. Is that the best pair you have ?-I have a pair of white moleskins. 
2791. As good as this pair ?-A little better. 
The witness was requested to bring in the other pairs of trousers and left the room for the purpose, 

accompanied by the Rev. F. P. Strickland. He returned after a short absence with two pairs of trousers 
which the Board examined. Mr. Strickland also brought a pair of trousers which he said he found hanging 
on the witness's fence, but the latter declared that they belonged to another aboriginal who was then away 
from the station. 

2792. The witness (to Captain Page).-Did my mother write to you for a pass ?-Not that I 

remember. 
2793. By the Board (to the witness).-Why did she want a pass ?-To come here. 
2794. Where from ?-From the Wimmera. 
2795. To Captain Page.-Did Maggie Buscombe write to you for a pass ?-No. 

The witness withdrew. 

Alfred Davis, 
continual, 

7th Nov. 1881. 

Mrs. Annie Hamilton (aboriginal) examined. 

2796. How old are you ?--I do not know. I came in Mr. Ogilvie's time. 	 Mrs. A.Hamiltoo. 
17th Nov. 1881. 

2797. Where did you come from ?-Euston. 
2798. Where were you married ?-Here. 
2799. What part does your husband belong to -Kilmore. 
2800. Have you any children ?-Three.girls and one boy. 
2801. Are they healthy ?-Two of them were sick, when they said it was fever. 
2802. When they said it was scarlet fever ?-Yes. 
2803. Do you think it was scarlet fever ?-I do not think it. He had a sort of scab. 

2805. Do you get enough clothing ?-One pair of boots a year. 
2806. Do you get enough to keep you warm ?-No, two flannel petticoats. 

2804. What does your husband do ?-Work in the paddock. 

2807. Flannel jackets ?-No, I used to wear them but I had to knock it off. 
)  t 	 2808. Do you get flannel to make shirts for your husband ?-No, we have to buy them. 

2809. Do you get enough rations ?-No, we are out before the week is out. 
2810. How do you manage?-From my friends, who have more than I have. 
2811. Do you pay it back ?-Yes, when I get my rations. 
2812. That will make you short the next week ?-Yes. 
2813. Do you ever have enough to last you the week ?-No, the children eat it and run me out of 

rations. 
2814. How old are they ?-One four, the other three, and a baby one year old. 
2815. How much do you get for them ?-Half a ration for the four-year old and the three-year old, 

until they are full grown. 
2816. What kind of rations do you run out of-everything ?-Yes, sugar and flour and tea. 
2817. Do you get any meat at all except what you buy ?--No. 
2818. Do you pay for it ?-I pay when my husband gets paid. We go in debt. Perhaps we get it 

on Friday, and not then till Tuesday. Sometimes he goes fishing to make the bill less. 
2819. Do you get plenty of blankets to make you warm ?-Only one a year for the children and all. 

Do you wear them out before the end of the year ?-Yes, when we wash them they get worn out. 
2820. Have you a good bed and bedstead ?-I bought an iron bedstead. 
2821. Have you got a mattress ?-Yes. We had to get the straw ; we were not allowed to get 

straw one year so I cut some rushes from the hill. 
2822. Have you a good but ?-Yes. 
2823. Is it warm ?-Not lined. The wind comes in. We had to line my bedroom with bags. 
2824. Do you get good health yourself ?-Not always. I am sometimes sick. 
2825. Do you get any medicine when you are sick ?-Not medicine to cure me. Sometimes I have 

to go without. The medicine I get is nothing but water almost. 

Colt ANDERRIC. 
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Mrs. A. Hamilton, 
continued, 

17th Nov.1881. 

2826. Does it taste of brandy or wine ?-No, no taste at all. 
2827. Have you to buy your own candles ?-Yes, and kerosene. 
2828. Do you get any currants ?-No, except at Christmas day. 
2829. How much do you get ?-A pannican or so. 
2830. Does your husband ever go to stations to work ?--No, only to Wappan. 
2831. When your husband has been in the habit of going to Wappan did you ever go with him ?- 

No, I was at home. 
2832. When you are sick what do you complain of ?-A pain in my side and a cough. 
2833. Does your husband go shearing ?-No, he was milkman at Wappan. 
2834. He always brought home a cheque for you ?-Yes. 
2835. And with that you buy your furniture ?-Yes. 
2836. Do you remember when you went to Melbourne last time with the children ?-Yes. 
2837. How were you dressed-had you plenty of clothes P-I bought what you saw on me. 
2838-9. But when you came to Kew where did you get the clothes ?-From the store where you 

(Mrs. Bon) bought me the shawl and little coat for my daughter. 

The witness withdrew. 

Mrs. C. Morgan, 
17th Nov. 1881. 

I 
' 

Mrs. Caroline Morgan, aboriginal, examined. 	 I 
2840. Have you been long here ?-Seventeen years I think I am. 
2841. You came here immediately the station was formed ?-Yes. 
2842. Where do you come from?-The Loddon. 
2843. Were you married then ?-No. 
2844. You got married here ?-Yes. 
2845. Where does your husband come from ?-My first husband came from Kilmore, my second 

from Echuca. 
2846. How long have you been married this time ?-Six years. 
2847. Have you any children ?-Yes. 
2848. Any by the first husband ?-None now. My last one died lately. 
2849. Where ?-Here. 
2850. How many by the present husband ?-Three living now. 
2851. What is the age of the oldest ?-Six now. He would be seven on the 14th of January. 
2852. Do you have good health or are you sick ?-I was always a sickly woman. I was never 

very healthy. 
2853. Were you healthy where you were before you came here ?-I do not remember. 
2854. You have always been sickly here ?-Yes. 
2855. What do you complain of, is it consumption ?-Liver complaint I have. 
2856. Does the doctor ever examine you ?-Dr. Elme says I have got the liver complaint. He 

ordered me sometimes to take cod liver oil. 
2857. Did you get cod liver oil?-Yes. 	 A 

2858. Do you get it regularly ?-I take it until I cannot keep it down. 
2859. When you require it do you get it when you ask for it ?-Yes. 
2860. You are never refused ?-Sometimes. 
2861. Do you get any other medicine when you are sick-wine or brandy?-No, no wine, a little 

brandy sometimes. 
2862. Can you tell good brandy from bad ?-No, I could not.  
2863. You do not know whether the brandy you get is good or bad ?-No. 
2864. Do you feel it burning your mouth when you get it-what quantity do you get ?-I do not 

know how much. I know it is a very small drop, not a nobbler. 
2865. Is it mixed with water ?-I do not know. 
2866. Do you get enough rations ?-Yes, I get enough rations. 
2867. To do you all the week ?-Yes.  
2868. Do you ever run out P-I get enough if I do not sweeten my children's maizena and sago 

and such things If I just use the sugar for tea I have enough rations. 
) 

2869. If you use the sugar to sweeten the maizena and sago you run out of rations ?-Yes. 
2870. Do you get those things when the children require it ?-Yes. 	 ,- 

2871. Do you get enough flour ?-Yes.  
2872. And enough tea ?-Yes. 
2873. Do you get rice ?-Yes. 

 

2874. Do you get any meat ?-No, no station meat. 	 4- 

2875. Do you get milk 2-Yes, but very little. 	 1 
2876. Do you get it for the children ?-Yes. 
2877. From the house ?-Yes, from a cupfull to half a cup. ■> 
2878. Have you a cow ?-Yes, we have a cow now. 
2879. You have plenty of milk now ?-Yes. 
2880. Whom does the cow belong to ?-To the station. 
2881. When did you get the cow ?.-Lately. 
2882. Since we were up ?-Yes. 
2883. Your husband has to buy meat from the butcher ?-Yes. 
2884. Does not all the money he earns go to buy meat ?-Yes. 
2885. He has no spare money ?-No. 
2886. Does it pay for the meat you get ?-Sometimes it does and sometimes it does not. 
2887. How often do you get meat from the butcher ?-Twice a week-Tuesdays and Fridays. 
2888. How much do you get each time ?-Sometimes five pounds, sometimes six pounds and seven 	, 

pounds. 
2889. You do not see it weighed P---Yes. 
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2890. Where is it weighed ?-He weighs it all ; I have it in my book ; I make the butcher put mrs.e. Morgan, it down. 	 contsnued, 

2891. He weighs it on the scales he carries in the cart ?-Yes. 	
17th Nov. 1881. 

2892. How much a pound does he charge you for it ?-If it is beef he charges 6d. a pound ; corned 
beef, 2id. a pound. 

2893. What kind of beef do you get when you say it is 6d. ; is it steaks or sirloins ?-Any part-
mostly neck. 

2894. Are you sure he charges you 6d. ?-That is what he says. 
2895. Is the price put down in your book ?-Yes.-[ The witness was requested to produce the book 

and sent for it accordingly.]-This is from the 1st of this month. 
2896. Whom do you get it from ?--Allen. 
2897. " Five pounds fore-quarter, 1 s. 3d. ; eleven pounds fore-quarter, 2s. 9d. ; ten pounds at 3d., 

2s. 6d." Have you got the book you kept before that ?-No, I finished with that one ; my husband said 
it was 40. for any other part except the roast beef, that is 6d. 

2898. Do you get enough clothing from the station ?-Not enough to make me a dress. I get a 
piece sometimes five yards and a half and sometimes six yards and a half. I was showing Mrs. Bon a piece 
of black stuff six yards and a half. 

2899. Did you get that from the station ?-Yes. 
2900. How many yards in that dress ?-I do not know ; I think it is about the same. 
2901. Do the five yards and a half make all the flounces and things ?-No, I had to ask for another 

2902. Did you get the other piece ?-Yes, with a little talking over. 
2903. Do you get enough underclothing ?-No, I do not get enough petticoats. I cut my petticoats 

for my little boy's shirts, because I do not get any flannel for him. 
2904. Have you got under-flannel on your body ?-No ; there is flannel come lately. They want 

us to sign for it now, which they never did before. 
2905. The flannel only came up lately ?-Yes ; I did not get my under-flannel yet 
2906. Until you sign for it ?-No ; my husband did not get any flannel shirts yet. 
2907. Do you get good boots ?-Yes. 
2908. How many pairs a year ?-I do not know. 
2909. When they are worn out do you get a new pair, or have you to go barefooted any time ?-

Last year I only got one pair. 
2910. Did they last you all the year ?-No. 
2911. You had to go barefooted ?-Yes. 
2912. How long did you go barefoot ?-Three or four months, I think. 
2913. Do you get stockings ?-Yes. 
2914. Do you get enough of them ?-One pair with the boots, and when we wear them out ask for 

another pair. 
2915. Do you get them whenever you ask for them ?-Sometimes. 
2916. Do you get any towels ?-No, no towels. 
2917. Any pocket-handkerchiefs ?-No. 
2918. Any ribbons ?-No. 
2919. How do you manage without towels ?-With what few shillings we have over we might have 

a couple of towels. 
2920. Do you ever get flannel to make shirts for your husband with-do you make shirts for your 

husband ?-Yes. 
2921. Where do you get the flannel ?-From the house. 
2922. Whenever you want it ?-No, not whenever I want it. 
2923. Does he always wear flannel shirts ?-Yes. 
2924. You get the flannel for him and make the shirts ?-Yes. 
2925. You do not cut up your petticoats to make shirts ?-No. 
2926. How many shirts does your husband get in the year P-Only two. 
2927. Say anything you have to say-do not be frightened ?-[ The witness handed in a paper.] 
2928. Who wrote this P-Tommy Dunolly wrote this.-[ The Chairman read the same as follows]: 

-" This is my evidence. Coranderrk, November 16th 1881. I have asked Mrs. Strickland for a pair of 
blankets for my sick boy. She told me that she must write to Captain Page first. Then I told her, must 
my little boy be perishing with the cold till you get a letter from Mr. Captain Page ? She told me she had 
orders only to give a pair blankets for every hut. Then I told her, what must I do then, I have three 
beds ? Then she told me that she did not know. I then told her that we always got blankets for the 
children before she came here. Another time I asked her for three pannicans. She also said that Captain 
Page never gave her orders to give them out to the huts. I told her that we got knives and forks and 
pannicans before she came here. She said she would write to Captain Page about these things ; but 
I never heard nothing more about them since until I saw one of Annie Hamilton's girls coming up with a 
pannican from Mrs. Strickland. So I went down and asked her if there were any pannicans came lately. 
She never said yes or no, but just turned around and said, "How many do you want" ? I said, "Three, if 
you please." So she gave them to me, so I thanked her for them, and then I came away home. My 
husband also asked Mr. Strickland for a pair of boots for my poor sick boy, Marcus, and Mr. Strickland 
said there was none ; so he said he would send in for a pair to Healesville ; so he sent in for a pair and 
I got them. So when pay-day came, Mr. Strickland took 10s. of my husband's wages to pay for the boots. 
We thought that Mr. Captain Page was to stand responsible for those boots, but it seems we had to pay 
for them. When my poor sick troy was very bad he was longing for eggs • so my husband tried in the 
neighborhood and could not get any ; so my sick boy was dying. He asked Mr. Strickland to send to Mr. 
Captain Page for some eggs ; so Mr. Strickland said he would see. So when Mr. Strickland came up and 
visited him, the sick boy asked him again about the eggs, and Mr. Strickland said, " Well, my boy, if 
I send to Captain Page he would laugh at me for the idea of sending for eggs to town from up country." 
So I told Mr. Strickland that my husband tried round about the neighborhood for some eggs and could not 
get any Milk I get very little ; I get from half of a cup to a cupfull-never more than.. So anything we 
ask for we get very little of it. Caroline Morgan. +" 
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Mrs. C. Morgan, 	2929. (To Captain Page.)-You have heard this letter read-have you anything to reply to it ?- 

eastinued. nth No.r.  1881.  I never heard anything about it before. I never heard anything about the boots ; it has never been 

reported to me. 
2930. (To the Witness.)-How many of your children have been baptised since Mr. Strickland 

came ?-None. 
2931. How many of your children have never been baptised ?-Not one was baptised. 
2932. How did you do for a blanket for your dying boy ?-I had to have words over it. 
2933. Had you to tear a blanket into two ?-I asked Mrs. Strickland if there was a blanket for my 

sick boy. She said Captain Page had given her no orders to give blankets to the children. I said, " What 
am I to do-I must have a blanket for the children ? " She sent it to me next day. I tore it into two-
I have two beds. The children cannot sleep together on account of one having a chest complaint. I tore 
that ; I gave them my blankets along with it. 

The witness withdrew. 

Alice Grant, 
17th Nov. 1881. 

Alice Grant, aboriginal, examined. 

2934. How old are you ?-Twenty. 
2935. Where were you born ?-Yea. 
2936. How long have you been at this station ?-Shortly after it commenced. 
2937. You are single ?-Yes. 
2938. What do you do here ?-I take the teaching as a monitress with Mrs. Deans, and do the 

washing for the children. I used to do Mrs. Strickland's ironing, but I do not do it now. 
2939. When did you give up the ironing ?-About three weeks ago. 
2940. By Captain Page.-Did you refuse to do it ?-Yes. 
2941. By the Board.-Were you receiving wages for doing it ?-No. 
2942. Why did you refuse ?-Because I did not want to do it. 
2943. Were you told not to do it ?-No. 
2944. Where do you get your meals ?-We get our meals with Mrs. Strickland. 
2945. Do you get enough to eat ?-Yes ; breakfast, bread and treacle ; dinner, roast meat-some- 

times boiled-and sometimes soup ; and tea, bread and treacle, and jam for the elder ones, if we ask for it. 
2946. Do you ever get butter ?-Sometimes, but the butter is sometimes cream. 
2947. Where is the butter made P-Inside. 
2948. On the station ?-Yes. 
2949. You get enough food ?-Yes. 
2950. Do you get milk in your tea ?-Very seldom. 
2951. Do you get it when it is on the station ?-Yes, when we ask for it. 
2952. Who serves out the meals ?-I think all the Miss Stricklands. 
2953. Who is cook ?-Eda cooks. 
2954. Do you get enough clothing to wear ?-Yes, I have enough dresses ; but I have only two 

flannel petticoats since Mr. Strickland has been on the station, two chemises, and one night-dress. 
2955. Do you get boots and shoes ?-Yes. 
2956. Plenty ?-Yes. 
2957. And stockings ?-Yes. 
2958. Do you get any neckties or laces ?-We buy our own neckties. 
2959. What becomes of all the fancy goods that come up ?-We have not seen any ribbons ; we 

got some ties last Christmas. 
2960. Were you ever paid for any work ?-No. 
2961. How do you get those nice gold earrings ?-Mr. Harris paid me for doing his washing. 
2962. You are allowed to do that ?-Yes. 
2963. You buy those things with the money ?-Yes. 
2964. Who finds the soap and things for washing ?-Mrs. Strickland gives us the soap. 
2965. To wash Harris's things ?-Yes. 
2966. Would you like to go out to a situation ?-I should like to go very much. 
2967. Have you ever communicated that to Mr. Strickland ?-No. 
2968. Have you told Captain Page ?-No. 
2969. Have you told Mrs. Strickland ?-No. 
2970. Has any one asked you to go out to service ?-No. 
2971. You do not know whether you could get employment anywhere ?-No. 
2972. Have you a relation at service ?-A friend named Sophy. 
2973. If a situation was found for you, you would like to go ?-Yes. 
2974. I suppose you would like, if you had permission, to go out and earn money for yourself ? 

Miss E. Brangy, 
17th Nov. 1881. 

-Yes. 
2975. You do not believe in working for nothing 2-No. 

The witness withdrew. 
Captain Page stated that, during the whole time he had been general manager, an amount of less 

than £10 had been spent in fineries and extras. 

Miss Eda Brangy, aboriginal, examined. 
[The witness handed in the following paper] :- 

" Coranderrk, November 15th 1881. 

" Sir,-I am now about to bring my complaints before you. When we used to have our 
meals in the big room, we used to be locked up, and if we wanted anything it was given through 
the wires, just like we were prisoners. We never got any blankets since Mrs. Strickland has been 
on this station ; the only two that got blankets were Bella Lee and Lizzie Edmonds ; the blankets 
that I have got are from Mr. Green's and Mr. Halliday's time. Mrs. Strickland gave Tommy Dunolly a 
blanket, because his wife was ill, and said that Tommy Dunolly was to return it. And beside, Mrs. 
Strickland used our blankets on her own bed and on her daughters' beds too. And about the washing 
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I used to do for Mrs. Strickland and receiving no wages for it : I once asked Mrs. Strickland why did not 
she pay me for washing for her. So she said that she was not going to pay us orphans. Bella Lee and 
Mary Ann are doing Mrs. Strickland's washing, and they don't receive any wages. Mr. Strickland came 
home from Healesville one afternoon, and what do you think we saw ? A bottle in his pocket containing 
liquor, because we could smell it as soon as he came near to us. I got three witnesses-Tommy Dick, 
Alick Briggs, and Joseph Hunter. Mrs. Strickland is supposed to be the matron, but we find it very 
different indeed. Instead of Mrs. Strickland giving out the orders, the Miss Stricklands give out the 
orders. What we have to do ? Mrs. Green never sends her daughters out to order us about like the Miss 
Stricklands do. When Mrs. Strickland is inside she would send out one of her daughters to watch us, like 
a cat watching for a mouse ; not so with Mrs. Green. I think we have reason to complain about the 
treatment we get here. And when we are out of bread we are obliged to send up to Tommy Dunolly, and 
beside bake damper ; and beside Mrs. Strickland keeps back some of the loafs until the baker came, and 
then she would give us the stale loafs, and take a new loaf for her table. And, again, Mrs. Strickland 
never come into our bedrooms to see if they are all right ; but if she knew that any visitors were coming up 
to see this station, she would be on the look-out to see that all was clean, and also the big room, and the little 
children would be made to put on their best dresses ; but if anybody didn't come, there would be the 
difference. The only food we get for breakfast is bread and treacle and sometimes steak. Not so with 
Mrs. Green ; we would get everything we wanted. There were two men here, named Mr. Wilkie and 
Major Bell. They used to eat the Government rations, and also the Miss Stricklands used to send down 
milk every morning, and that is the reason that sometimes we used to get short of bread. But if Mrs. 
Green was back we would be satisfied. Miss Strickland teaches the boys in Sunday school. When they 
were reading, Miss Strickland says to David Banfield, You and your father are leading the people astray, 
instead of telling them of God.'-Sir, I am yours truly, EDA ERANGY." 

2976. How old are you ?-Twenty-one. 
2977. You are not married ?-No. 
2978. How long have you been here ?-Twelve years. 
2979. Where did you come from ?-Upper Murray. 
2980. Are your father and mother here ?-No. 
2981. Did they come here with you ?-No. 
2982. You were brought here alone ?-My sister came, but she died in the hospital. 
2983. What was her name ?-Amelia. 
2984. What do you do here ?-Mrs. Strickland's washing and scrubbing and the scrubbing in here. 
2985. Anything else ?-Help the boys go round the place cleaning up. 
2986. Do you cook for the other girls and boys ?--Yes. 
2987. Can you make butter ?-Yes. 
2988. Who taught you ?-Mrs. Green. 
2989. Do you do any sewing ?-Yes. 
2990. Do you make any clothing for the little children ?-Yes. 
2991. Do the other girls do that ?-Yes. 
2992. Do you get any money for what you do ?--No. 
2993. Not a penny ?-No ; every Christmas I got a present from Mrs. Strickland. 
2994. What was the present ?-A print dress. 
2995. Would you like to go out to service ?-Yes. 
2996. Do you think you would be happier away or staying here ?-Yes, happier away ; we cannot 

go to visit our friends here. 
2997. You can go to the huts in the station ?-No, we cannot go anywhere ; we are not allowed to 

go to fish. 
2998. Are you allowed to go and fish if Miss Strickland goes with you ?-Sometimes, if she has 

got time. 
2999. Do they go often with you ?-Not very often. 
3000. Do you think you would be content if you got a situation in town ?-Yes. 
3001. Would you like to leave all the people here and not come back to see them for twelve 

months ?-Yes. 
3002. You think at present you would not want to come back in a month ?-No. 
3003. Do you get enough clothing to put on ?-Yes, we get enough clothing, but we do not get any 

underclothing. 
3004. No flannel petticoats ?-Only once. 
3005. Since Mr. Strickland has been here ?-Yes. 
3006. Has that lasted you all the time ?-Yes ; I got one in Mr. Halliday's time. I got two colored 

petticoats from Mr. Strickland and one flannel petticoat. 
3007. How many dresses do you get ?-Only one, when Captain Page sent up the things this year. 
3008. Did you get one last year ?-Yes. 
3009. Who makes them ?-I did myself. 
3010. Who showed you how to make it ?-We have a pattern given by Maggie Farmer. 
3011. And you cut it out yourself ?-Yes. 
3012. You get your meals inside the house ?-Yes. We do not get very much meat ; we could not 

eat it yesterday • we were going to keep it for the Board, but the dogs ate it. 
3013. Who gave it to the dogs ?-Mrs. Strickland. 
3014. Have you ever been baptized ?-No. 
3015. Do you have service here-preaching in these buildings ?-Yes. 
3016. Often ?-Every Sunday, and every evening in the week. 
3017. Do you attend every evening ?-All that are in the house, and some come in from outside. 
3018. And you attend twice on Sunday ?-Yes, and Sunday school. 
3019. Do you lead the singing ?-Alice Grant. 
3020. Do you know the difference between the various kinds of religion-between the Presbyterian 

and Church of England ?-Yes. 
3021. What are you ?-Church of England. 

Mtge E. Brangy, 
continued, 

17th Nov. 1881. 
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Miss E. Braugy, 	3022. Have the orphan children any shoes or stockings ?-No. 
continued, 

17th NO 1881. 	 3023. By Captain Page.-Did you say you had only one dress this year ?-Yes.-[ The witness 
produced another dress.] 

The witness withdrew. 

Mrs. Laura Deans examined. 
Mrs. L. Deans, 	 3024. You are the schoolmaster's wife ?-Yes. 
17th Nov. 1881. 	

3025. You are acting now in his place ?-Yes. 
3026. How long is it since Mr. Deans went away ?-The 6th of September he sailed. He has now 

sailed again for Australia. 

3027. You have conducted the school ever since ?-Ever since. They have never had a half-
holiday, without Mr. Strickland asks for a boy to be away to work in his garden, or sometimes a girl will 
be away to work for Miss Strickland. 

3028. Is that frequently the case P-Almost always. There is one boy kept out, and there is one 
girl kept out every day. 

3029. Not the same girl ?-No ; turn about. 
3030. How many have to do that ?-All the elder ones. On washing days the two eldest girls are 

kept out to do the washing 
3031. How many days a month does each girl lose ?-As a rule, the elder girls attend two days and 

a half or three days a week, and Phinnimore not more than two days a week on an average. I have never 
let Phinnimore out without Mr. Strickland's permission. 

3032. Does Phinnimore not come to school every day ?-No, not by a long way. 
3033. If he stated that he only loses one hour every day, will that be correct ?-No

' 
 not correct ; 

because he very often stays out to work in the garden, and then in the afternoon besides. He stays out, 
as a rule, two and a half out of the five, I think. 

3034. He puts in half-time ?-That is all ; not always that. This week, I think, he is down for 
one and a half days. He has not been able to write a copy since Mr. Deans left. He says his hand is so 
shaky he cannot write. 

3035. Do you think he is over worked ?-I could not say. He says himself he is over-worked. He 
is thirteen. Phinnimore goes for the mail, and carts the wood, and chops it for Mr. Strickland ; and he 
gets in the cows of a night, and milks them in the morning-seven or eight cows. He does a great deal 
of work on the station. He works in the garden besides. He has been out all day Tuesday working in 
the garden. He was not in the school on Tuesday, and has been out half a day besides. 

3036. Have you complained to Mr. Strickland about it ?-I asked Mr. Strickland whether it was 
worth while keeping him at school. He said he thought he had enough education, but he still comes now 
and again. 

3037. Did he attend better when Mr. Green was manager ?-Yes ; very much better. Of course 
he is getting older now. 

3038. You never complained to Captain Page of Mr. Strickland taking children away P-No. I 
never give the children permission to stay away unless Mr. Strickland asks. I have nothing to do with 
the mail at all. 

3039. You say Mr. Strickland asks your permission ?-He sends in word that so many children are 
going to stay away. 

3040. Do you get your letters by the same mail ?-I used to. Since Mr. Deans left I get mine by 
the mail boy, but not in the mail bag. 

3041. Are you supposed to be supplied with milk by the station ?-Yes ; we pay a man to milk 
the cow. 

3042. Is it part of your engagement that you should have a cow ?-Yes. We pay a man for 
milking it, and pay a man for chopping wood. 

3043. Mr. Strickland gets all his milking and chopping done for nothing ?-Yes ; I think the 
Superintendent has always got that. 

3044. He has to provide for all the children ?-Yes. 
3045. Have you any knowledge how they are fed ?-No, I have not. I have never been up there 

at meal times. The girls have complained to outside people that the meat is not good. I have never been 
up at meal times. Sometimes they have sent down to me for a little butter, and I have given it to them. 

3046. Do they seem healthy and to get enough nourishment ?-Yes, they seem pretty strong. 
Sometimes they will send down and ask me if I have any eggs or butter. 

3047. Are they well clothed P-Very well clothed, but they have come lately very untidy-before 
the first inquiry. Very often I had to ask the outside people to mend the young children's clothes. Since 
the first inquiry they have come much better, but they have never been the same since Miss Robertson's 
time. 

3048. Does Mr. Strickland or Mrs. Strickland interfere with the school ?-The only way they 
interfere is, the Miss Stricklands can order any girl they want for any little thing. 

3049. They do not interfere with your mode of teaching ?-Not at all. 
3050. You are not paid by results ?-No. 
3051. You are paid the same whether you have three children or forty children ?-Yes. 
3052. Have you ever been at a marriage at Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
3053. Will you describe how the ceremony is conducted ?-I could not describe, because I do not 

know whether he is Church of England, or what his religion is. The children do not know one of the 
Commandments. When Mr. Deans used to take the Sunday schools they did learn the Catechism. 

3054. Who celebrates the marriages ?-Mr. Strickland did till the Board stopped it. 
3055. Why did the Board stop him P-1 do not know. 
3056. Did he claim a fee ?-I think, in a joking manner, he spoke about a fee for marrying. 
3057. Are you aware of your own knowledge that he charged a fee ?-I do not know. I do not 

think he did. 
3058. Is it true that a man was married here lately who was said to have a wife living at another 

station P-It was said so. 
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8059. Are they on the station ?-Yes. 
3060. What was her name ?-Rachel Barber was her name. 
3061. What was the husband's name ?-Logan. 
3062. Who married them ?-Mr. Strickland. 
3063. Is that lately ?-Not long ago. 
3064. How long is it since he was stopped marrying P-About six months ago. 
3065. Is Logan here ?-Yes. 
3066. He married him to this young girl ?-Yes. 
3067. Was Logan here long P-No, only a few months. 
3068. What was the name of the girl who was said to have been buried in her clothes ?-Fanny 

Mark. 

3069. Did you know anything of her ?-I have seen her, but I did not see her after her death. 
3070. Was she well attended during her illness ?-I could not say. My husband saw her after she 

t 	 was in her coffin. 

3071. Have you never made any complaint to Captain Page in regard to those interferences ?-I 
have never made any complaint at all. What my husband has done I do not know. 1 	

3072. Was your husband forbidden to leave any complaints in writing ?-Not forbidden. 
3073. Was be told not to leave any ?-He asked the question whether it would be necessary, and 

was told it would not. 

3074. Do the men go out shooting on Sunday ?-I saw a man and his wife come home last Sunday 
from fishing and shooting. I know there was a little girl very severely thrashed while my husband was 
here by Mr. Strickland, and I think my husband made a complaint to Captain Page. 

3075. Did you see the girl thrashed P-I saw Mr. Strickland chasing her round the school. I saw 
her arm (she slept in Mr. Strickland's house) during the night, and her arm had to be bathed during the 
night. 

3076. Is there any other information you have ?-Only one thing-that, in my opinion, Mr. Strick-
land takes too much to drink, and that he is unaccountable for his actions. Last Saturday week, if I had 
seen my husband in the same state as Mr. Strickland, I should think he was the worse for drink. I saw 
him fall once in the front of my house, coming down the hill ; the horse came home with the saddle on its 
back without him • and on Sunday he kept crying for no reason whatever. He seemed as if he could 
scarcely do his work. At other times the men have told me things ; but I never thought much of it till 
I saw it myself. On another occasion a woman was getting married. Mr. Strickland had to be continually 
reminded of her name, although she was a school-girl in the house. 

3077. Have you seen him to-day ?-I have not. I have seen him at times quite different to other 
times. I should scarcely know the same man except by appearance. 

3078. Are the children's heads kept clean ?-As clean as you would see in most schools-not 
thoroughly clean ; in all their heads you will find vermin. Still, to outward appearance, they appear clean. 

3079. You have some white children in the school ?-Yes. 
3080. Are they cleaner than the blacks ?-I do not know. ; I have never seen anything in the white 

children's heads. 

3081. Have you anything else you wish to say ?-The natives have often come to me when they 
have been sick and asked for brandy. When brandy has been in the store they have been told there was 
none, and I have had to supply them out of my own resources. 

3082. Are they allowed brandy when they ask for it ?-Not when they ask for it, but in a case of 
sickness or confinement. 

3083. By Captain Page.-How did you know the brandy was in the store P.-It was seen the next 
II 	 day, and Mr. Strickland said he did not know it was there. 

3084. Did you make the statement that I told your husband not to make complaints against Mr. 
Strickland ?-You said you thought it would be better not to make any complaints about Coranderrk at all. 

3085. Who told you that ?-My husband has a letter from you to that effect-it would be wiser. 
3086. Have you got that letter ?-No, he has it himself. 

The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned to to-morrow at nine o'clock. 

sirs. L. Deans, 
continued, 

17th Nov. 1881. 

(Taken at Healesville.) 
FRIDAY, 18ra NOVEMBER 1881. 

E. H. CAMERON, ESQ., M.L.A., in the Chair ; 
Mrs. Bon, 
T. Embling, Esq., M.D., J.P., 
T. Armstrong, Esq., J.P., 
J. C. Steel, Esq., J.P., 

John Holland sworn. 
3087. You live in Healesville ?-Yes. 
3088. How long have you been here ?-I suppose about sixteen years. 
3089. Was Coranderrk in existence as a black station then ?-At that time it was. 
3090. Have you known Coranderrk since it was established ?-Yes. 
3091. Have you been visiting there recently ? -I have not been there this last four or five months. 
3092. Have you been in the habit of working there ?-Yes ; I was working there when Mr. Green 

was there, and after. 

4 
D. McNab, Esq., 
J. Kerr, Esq., 
G. de Pury, Esq. 

John Holland, 
18th Nov. 1881. 
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3093. Have you been there during the last three years ?-Yes ; I was there when Mr. Strickland 
was there. I built the house the schoolmaster is living in at the present time. I put the iron roof over 

the school-house. 3094. Were you working by day-work or contract ?-Sometimes day-work, sometimes contract. 
3095. You have not had either lately ?-No ; not this last two years I should think. 
3096. Do you know anything about how they manage the station from your own observation-do 

you think they are managing the station properly ?-'1' he only thing I know of is, that when I went off 
they employed another carpenter from town. I was getting 9s. a day, and the other carpenter I heard was 

getting £4 10s. a week and rations. 
3097. Is he engaged there now ?-No ; he left some months ago. 
3098. Do you know his name ?-No, I could not tell you his name. He came from Melbourne.  

3099. Do you know anything about hop growing ?-No. 
3100. Have you had any dealings with the manager at Coranderrk ?-I have had dealings as far as 

being employed as a carpenter is concerned. 
3101. Has he sold anything to you ?-I bought a pair of wheels from him. They were lent to me. 

I had a bullock team going down to Lillydale, and they broke down opposite the station. I went and asked 
Mr. Strickland for the loan of the wheels, and he lent them to me, and afterwards he sold them to me. 

3102. What did he sell them for ?-30s. 
3103. Did you pay him the money ?-Yes. Afterwards he came and asked me to return them, and 

I did so. 
3104. What reason did he assign for that ?-The blacks were kicking up a row about it. 
3105. Did you use the wheels ?-Yes, I used them, but they were not of much account ; in fact, I 

spent over 30s. repairing them. 
3106. Thirty shillings was full value for the wheels ?-Quite. 
3107. Did the blacks complain to you that they were not well treated ?-No. 
3108. While working there did you think that they were well treated ?-I think so. As well 

treated then as they were when Mr. Green was there, to my idea ; in fact, more so in some cases. 
3109. All the blacks know you-do you think if they had any complaints they would make them to 

you ?-Yes ; but I think myself that they were very well treated, and the half-castes too much so. They 

never did work half the time. 
3110. Do you think they were able to work more if they would ?-Yes ; I have seen them in the 

time of working hours sitting on the fence for an hour at a time. 
3111. When they were paid for working ?-It was in working hours. 
3112. Whom were they working under then ?-Under Harris. Not long since, not a fortnight ago, 

I passed the place. There was a poor man dead there ; and when I passed with the cart they were sitting 
on the fence, and they were on the fence when I came back. 

3113. How long were you away ?-Three hours. 
3114. Those are the half-castes that are supposed to work regularly on the hop ground ?-Yes. 
3115. Do you attribute that to mismanagement of the overseer ?-It is a very hard job to manage 

them. 
3116. Were they as a rule, as far as your observation goes, well clad-good clothes ?-Yes ; as a 

rule I have always seen them well clad. 
3117. Had you an opportunity of inspecting their rooms to see what clothes they had ?-I have 

been in several of the rooms working. 
3118. Do you know the whole of the run-do you know the boundary ?-Yes, pretty well. 
3119. There is a large portion of it not fenced in ?-Yes ; all the back part. 
3120. Do you think if it was fenced in they would be gable to keep other people's cattle out ?-I 

should say so, if it was properly fenced ; but the fences are often knocked down. 
3121. Are the fences belonging to other people in the neighbourhood knocked down ?-Not to my 

knowledge. It is very hard to keep the fence along the road, because the floods come and wash it away. 
I have seen ten and fifteen panels washed away at once. 

3122. Do you know anything peculiar about those fences that they should not be kept up as well as 
others ?-No, I do not. 

3123. If it were your own farm do you not think you would be able to fence it in and keep the 
neighbours' stock out ?-Yes, I think I could. 

3124. You would take care it was done ?-Yes, I think so. 
3125. Do you think if the place were properly fenced in and stocked it would be capable of sup-

porting itself ?-Yes. 
3126. With proper management it would be made self-supporting ?-I do not see why it should not. 
3127. Do you think the hop ground is a remunerative speculation for the station ?-Yes. 
3128. According to the evidence we have had, all the labour is taken up with the hop ground- 

there is no one to mend fences ?-Yes. I will guarantee to manage it with one-half of the men there now. 
I have often as many as eighteen on the ground at one time. 

3129. I suppose thirty are not too many in the season ?-Not in the picking time. Scarifiers and 
ploughs will go over a lot of ground. 

3130. You say you could do with half the number of men-does that mean half the number of 
blacks who are working there ?-Yes. • If I had from six to ten men at work I would guarantee I would 
manage all those hops. 

3131. Are you alluding to blacks or white men ?-Blacks. 
3132. You would pay them for their work ?-Yes, if they work. 
3133. In that case they cannot be well managed just now ?-They do not work. 
3134. You think you could make them work ?-I do not know. It is a hard job. 
3135. Do you think you could make them work ?-I could not say. 
3136. You have been a great deal among the blacks here-do you think you could get as much 

work out of twelve of them as would carry on the hop ground ?-I could not say. 
3137. If you were to offer them a fair day's pay, would they not give a fair day's work ?-They 

might ; but they are lazy. I do not know whether I could get the blacks to work now. I must say they 
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did work much better when there was a leader to go with them to work. I remember Mr. Green going 
with them to work in the paddock. I have seen them work far better then. 

3138. Does not Harris go with them ?-Yes. I have seen the manager that was before Mr. Strick-
land, Mr. Halliday, go where they were sitting on the fence. He has told them to go to work, and they 
would not go to work. 

3139. Do you think it is necessary to gain their affections before you can get them to work ?-Yes ; 
I think it is. I have known Mr. Green to carry tobacco in his pocket, to give them a cake now and then, 
and they worked far better. 

3140. Do you think it is a healthy place for them ?-I think it is. Healesville is, and I do not see 
why it should not be. 

3141. It is as healthy as Healesville ?-Yes ; it is higher ground. 
3142. You are not so near the floods in Healesville as you are there ?-No ; there are no floods 

there except on the flat. 
3143. Do you think there are any pure white people about here whose children are better cared for 

than the black children are ?--No. 
3144. Or better clad P-No. I do not think there are any better cared for than the blacks about 

here. 
3145. In fact, you think that kindness has almost spoiled them ?-Too much kindness ; a little 

would be very well. 
3146. Do you think Mr. Strickland is too kind or too harsh ?-I think he is too kind. 
3147. Does he go among them much P-I do not see him. 
3148. How does he show his kindness ?-I have heard him talking to them. He speaks very 

kindly to them. 
3149. Have you ever seen him frighten any of them ?-No. He does not know anything about 

farming. 
3150. He does not know anything about hop growing ?-No. 
3151. You do not think he can plough ?-I never saw him. I do not think he interferes with the 

work. 
3152. As a minister, does he see that the people are religiously instructed ?-According to what I 

have beard him say and do-what I have seen, he does. 
3153. Do the blacks make the hop-poles ?-They are bought. They are cut in the bush. 
3154. Who provides them ?-Anybody. It is contract work. 
3155. What do they charge for them ?-From 15s. to D. a hundred delivered. It is according to 

the distance. 
3156. Who has the getting of those poles-Mr. Strickland or Harris ?-I do not know. 
3157. According to the Board's instructions to us, Mr. Strickland has the superintendence, Mr. 

Harris has the farm under his control-in a case of that kind, would Mr. Strickland get the poles or 
Mr. Harris ?-I think they have to refer to the higher power-the Board. 

3158. Is it the Board who call for tenders ?-I think so ; I do not think Mr. Strickland has any 
power in getting the poles. 

3159. By Captain Page.-You were saying you could make the station self-supporting-to support 
what number of people ?-Yes, if they would work. 

3160. How many people are you going to support ?-Those that are there now. 
3161. Do you know what it would cost to support 100 people P-1 could not say ; I think the hops 

would go a good deal towards it. 
3162. If you do not know how much it would cost, how can you tell whether it would be self-

supporting ?-I think it could be made self-supporting. 

The witness withdrew. 
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Robert Lucas sworn ; examined 
3163. Have you been long in this locality ?-Two years, about. 
3164. What is your occupation ?-Hop growing. 
3165. Are you acquainted with Coranderrk ?-Pretty well. 
3166. Do you often visit there ?-I do not often visit-I do occasionally. 
3167. Have you been there recently ?-Yes. 
3168. Do you notice how the people are treated there ?-I know nothing about their treatment there. 
3169. You know how they are fed ?-No. 
3170. Do you know how the place is managed ?-I can give a pretty fair idea by the way things 

look, and from what I know by personal observation. 
3171. What has been your observation ?-That it has been mismanaged. 
3172. Are you alluding to the hop station ?-The hop ground. From my own observation the 

drainage is imperfect ; there is not sufficient drainage. 
3173. What next ?-In the drying there is a good deal more expense incurred than is necessary. 
3174. You say the ground is insufficiently drained ?-Yes. 
3175. Is it properly worked-ploughed and kept clean and properly poled ?-In the matter of hop-

poles, I think you pay an excessive price for them-nearly twice as much as anybody else. 
3176. What do they pay ?-As far as I am able to ascertain - 
3177. Do you know what they pay from your own knowledge ?-Not from my own knowledge, but 

I know what I pay. Mine cost from 3s. 6d. to 10s. 6d. per hundred, delivered. Those at 10s. 6d. are 
very much more substantial than the ones at Coranderrk, and last longer. 

3178. Do you require for your own use poles as long as they require at Coranderrk ?-Poles are not 
required longer than 14 feet. 

3179. Are your hops in the same state of maturity as those of Coranderrk ?-Our hops require as 
long poles as the Coranderrk hops. There was a great objection to have the poles so long ; it allows the 
hops to thrash and beat, and deteriorates them in value. If the poles were shorter the hops would not 
grow so high, and would protect each other. 
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3180. Do you know the length of the poles they use at Coranderrk ?-From observation I should 
say the average was about 16 feet. 

3181. What is the proper length ?-I use 14 feet poles, as being sufficiently long for all purposes, 
and it reduces the cost of getting them. 

3182. Is there any danger of the roots being injured by bad ploughing ?-I do not understand what 
you mean by bad ploughing. 

3183. Is the ground at Coranderrk properly tilled ?-I have not been there to see it done con-
tinually, but in the spring of the year it is generally more weedy than it ought to be. 

3184. Do you know from your own knowledge whether they plough the ground properly ?-No. 
It does not require very deep ploughing. A shallow ploughing would be sufficient. 

3185. You do not know whether they plough deep or shallow ?-No. I have only been on the 
plantation two or three times, and it has always been with Mr. Harris. 

3186. Have you been there during the picking ?-Yes. 
3187. Do they pay sufficient attention to the picking ?-Yes ; they pick very well. 
3188. The blacks are very good pickers ?-Yes, very good. 
3189. As good as white people ?-Better ; they are more careful, as a rule. The price of picking at 

Bairnsdale is 2d. a bushel, at Healesville 3d., with the exception of one individual, who paid 3id. last year. 
3190. When you say Healesville, does that include Coranderrk ?-No, it does not. Mr. Kirwood 

paid 32d. last year, and he said he was induced to do so because the Coranderrk people paid 4d. ; so you 
see it amounts to a fourth more in the price of the picking, which is a great deal, because that is one of 
the most expensive operations in the growing of hops. Picking and poling are the two most expensive 
items, and they have almost paid double for both those items. 

3191. The Coranderrk people have ?-Yes. Then as to the drying,-ever since I have been in 
Victoria I have found the charcoal, which is made from the native woods, good, and sufficient for all 
purposes of drying, and with it I have made some of the best samples here. If I am not misinformed, at 
Coranderrk they use, in conjunction with charcoal, certain amounts of coke and sea-coal, which is quite 
unnecessary. 

3192. The charcoal from the timber of the locality is quite sufficient ?-Yes. The cost of that 
charcoal to me is about 2-id. a bushel for the very best quality. Then with regard to the distribution of 
the heat-I find that distributing the heat in small fires on the furnace floor of the kiln has a more beneficial 
effect on the hops than a large fire in the centre. Having a number of small fireplaces tends to dry the 
hops much better, with less liability of burning. 

3193. Which do they use at Coranderrk ?-They use the large fire. I know it was excessively hot 
in the centre. 

3194. Was not the old drying kiln built by the blacks ?-I am not aware. That was before I came 
here. 

3195. Do you contract for your poles ?-I contracted for the cutting, and contracted for the carting. 
Sometimes I have carted my own poles, but there is very little difference in the cost. 

3196. When do you get them in ?-We have got them in now. 
3197. You have got them in at 10s. 6d. ?-Yes ; delivered on the ground. With regard to the 

tools, I have seen some of the tools called Kentish hopspuds. They are made so clumsy that they are not 
fit for a man to work with. They are not suitable for the purpose, nor for the men to use. 

3198. Consequently the men cannot do so much work ?-Not half as much as with proper tools ; 
and if they knew, as I do, they would not attempt it. Another item is manure. There is a large quantity 
of low-lying land at Coranderrk that the plough would be a benefit to, if the sods were cut up and used for 
manure. 

3199. What kind of manure do they use ?-I have seen bonedust there. I do not know what quan-
tity they use ; but when I see people going to Melbourne for manure when they have got it at their doors, 
I say it is an absurdity. 

3200. What kind of manure do you use ?-Ashes, burnt earth, pulverized charcoal. I use any 
organic matter in the shape of turfy matter. There is no need to go away for manure ; there is plenty on 
the land. Every one will admit that virgin soil is the best manure. When I say best manure, I mean all 
other things being considered-that is, its first cost, its utility, and durability-inasmuch as on low-lying 
land it not only gives its fertilizing influence to the plant, but it increases the quantity of the main soil for 
all time. It leaves all the superfluous salts and organic matter in the earth for future purposes. Also, this 
virgin soil serves to fill up the low places, which is beneficial where irrigation is required. There is another 
point I might mention, viz., that on account of the want of sufficient drainage you are liable to red spider, 
which perfect drainage would banish. Now we come to the old poles, which are not sufficiently good to 
stand in the ground for another season. Those can be utilized by adopting the Colly system of poling ; 
they last two or three years longer by that system. Any that are too short for that can be used as uprights 
in the construction of the string system, patented and introduced by Collins of America. When the Colly 
system is adopted, the poles stand in the ground all the winter, which does away with the necessity of 
putting in the poles and pulling them out again-that system is in force here now. 

3201. It enables you to utilize a class of poles that are growing close to the station, poles that have 
been refused because they are too big-their size gives them strength and substance to last in the ground. 

3202. You think stronger and thicker poles than they are now using would be better ?-There 
would be very great economy in it. 

3203. All through your evidence you have led us to believe that the hop ground is not managed 
properly ?-Yes. 

3204. Not according to your idea of proper management ?-Not according to my idea. 
3205. Have you seen it lately ?-Within the last three weeks. 
3206. You think the system is wrong ?-I feel confident of it. 
3207. That is all you have to say with reference to the hop ground ?-Yes. With regard to the 

station, we look upon it here that it does not pay. We cannot see how it can be expected to pay when it 
is not fenced, and it is over-run with strange cattle, pretty nearly two to one. 

3208. Do you know the station cattle when you see them P-I know the strangers better than I 
know the station cattle. When I see the strangers there I know whose they are. 

Robert Lucas, 
continued, 
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3209. Would it be possible to keep the cattle out if it was fenced in ?-It would, and the expense 
would be very small. 

3210. It is impossible unless it is fenced ?-Yes ; but any private individual having a station of 
that size and quality would endeavour to fence it, especially if they had so much labour at their hands to 
utilize. As to the meat, there is plenty of land there to fatten cattle on-there are paddocks that could 
be constructed to fatten them in. It seems very absurd that they should have to go three miles away to 
the butcher and baker, when the station ought to produce everything of the sort. 

3211. You think they should kill their own meat ?-Certainly ; and bake their own bread, and make 
their own butter and cheese. It would so enlighten the aborigines in the manner of helping themselves 
that if it cost a little more it would be worth it. 

3212. Did you ever manage a cattle or sheep station ?-I have had cattle of my own, and sheep of 
my own. 

3213. Do you know the price they pay for meat ?-No, I have never seen the bills. 
3214. Do you know the quantity that each gets ?-No, I know nothing at all about their internal 

arrangements. On a station like that they ought to have a bullock team. 
3215. Have they any bullocks ?-No, but they ought to have. 
3216. You cannot say whether they have or not ?-No ; I have never seen any at work. As to the 

economy of the thing, they ought to have a stockman, and milkman, and bullock-driver among them. They 
ought to ring the trees, to make the grass better for fattening. 

3217. Should the stockman, milkman, and bullock-driver be blackfellows ?-Yes, certainly ; they 
are most suitable for it. 

3218. If they would not do it when you asked them ?-It might depend upon the manner in which 
they are asked. 

3219. Have you had any in your employment ?-No, but I have been acquainted with them for 
nearly thirty years. 

3220. Have you had the management of them ?-No, but I have worked with them. 
3221. Have you not noticed that they are very amenable to reason ?-Very; if they feel they are 

sympathized with they will do anything. They may be led, but not driven. 
3222. They like to feel that they are paid for their work ?-Yes, I should like to see them paid for 

their work ; but, what is better, I should like them to feel they had an interest in it-to know they were 
doing themselves some good ; not to know that their best efforts were marred through outside influence. 

3223. What influence are you alluding to ?-To the influence of parties who do not reside on the 
station. 

3224. In what way-in making them believe in imaginary grievances ?-No, nor yet in making 
them believe that there are any grievances at all. I am speaking of the outside influence that is brought 
to bear upon them by the Board of management. 

3225. Are they too lenient or too severe ?-Instead of leading them along it is a kind of coercion. 
3226. If you had the management of the Coranderrk station, do you think you would be able to 

make it a good thing ?-I do not know ; I refused it once, about four years ago. 
3227. By Captain Page.-By whom ?-Mr. Tyler ; he asked me if I would go and take it. He 

made some terms with me; but I said, under the circumstances, I would decline to have anything to do 
with it. 

3228. By the Board.-Are you an authority on hops ?-I have been among them ever since I was 
born. 

3229. Have you been successful with them ?-Yes, sometimes. Sometimes nature has beaten me. 
There is one other subject I have not referred to, that is, the treatment of the blacks at Coranderrk. I 
was here in this Court in the Phinnimore case, and the manner in which that case was conducted com-
pelled me to commit a contempt of Court. 

3230. What did you get for it P-1 got told that if I did so again I would be put out of Court. 
3231. What did you refer to ?-The Phinnimore case. That is a little bit I do know about-the 

treatment of the aborigines. 
3232. What was it ?-Phinnimore was brought here - 
3233. Did you know anything of that case before it was brought before the Court ?-Not a word ; 

but the Superintendent interrupted the boy in giving his evidence, and interrupted the men in giving their 
evidence. They ought to have been assisted in giving their evidence instead of hindered. 

The witness withdrew. 

Robert Lucas, 
contmesed, 

18th Nov. 1881. 

Henry Clarke, 
18th Nov. 1881. 

Henry Clarke sworn and examined. 
3234. What are you ?-A laborer. 
3235. Have you been long at Healesville ?-Yes. 
3236. How long P-Off and on this last seven or eight years. 
3237. Do you know Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
3238. Have you been in the habit of visiting Coranderrk ?-No ; I have been there on one or two 

occasions. 
3239. When were you there last ?-About two years ago, when Mr. Strickland first came to 

the station. 
3240. Were you ever employed there ?-No. I went over one Sunday to hear Mr. Strickland 

preach. I had passed through the station, going to work further on, fetching poles for our own hop 
garden. 

3241. Do you know anything about how the place is managed ?-According to our own working, 
and different hop gardens about Healesville, they are very backward indeed at the station, always as far as 
work goes. 

3242. Is the work performed properly when it is done ?-That I am not in a position to state. 
3243. In your opinion they do not do the work when it should be done ?-They do not seem to 

have it in hand ; they seem to be behind the rest of the gardens. 
3244. You do not know what state it is in at present ?-I passed through it this winter, and it was 

in a bad state then. 
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3245. Is it your opinion the hop ground is not properly managed ?-Yes, according to the strength 
there is on the station to work it. 

3246. Do you find fault with the ploughing ?-The general working of the garden seems to be 
backward ; any time you visit it it seems to be backward. 

3247. Is the ground suitable for hops ?-Yes, as far as I know of growing hops. 
3248. Is it sufficiently drained ?-One spot is not drained at all ; there is a sediment of water lying. 
3249. Have you noticed whether the crop of hops there is as good as where the ground is drier ? 

  

  

-No. 
3250. Is that noticeable ?-Yes, by the decay of leaves growing up the poles. 
3251. It does not yield as good a crop ?-No, it cannot where the water lies. 
3252. Is it properly ploughed ?-I have every reason to believe it is. 
3253. Is there danger of injuring the roots of the vines by deep ploughing ?-Certainly. 
3254. That is injurious ?-Yes ; we avoid as much as possible interfering with the roots on any 

occasion ; we find it is beneficial to the plants. 
3255. Do you think sub-soiling would be beneficial ?-Not after the hops are in. 
3256. But the ground should be sufficiently drained to get rid of the stagnant water ?-Yes. 
3257. Do you know anything of the picking of hops ?-I never visited the station during picking. 
3258. Do you know what they pay ?-I heard it was 4d. last year for picking. 
3259. Is that too much ?-Yes. 
3260. How much do other gardens pay ?-Three-pence. Mr. Lucas last year introduced a different 

system-22d. and 3d. 
3261. How did that answer ?-It did not give satisfaction ; I think an uniform price is fair. 
3262. Do you know what Kirkwood paid last year ?-Threepence-halfpenny. 
3263. Is it not worth a halfpenny more to go to Coranderrk ; which would you prefer, 32d. here or 

4d. there ?-I would rather pick on the station for 3d. than 4d. here, on account of the rough mode in 
which the hops are gathered-leaves and everything go into the basket. I am speaking of the whites, not 
of the blacks. 

3264. Is it true that they do it roughly-you could make it pay better at 3d. there than 4d. here ; 
you do not know that of your own knowledge ?-No, I do not know it of my own knowledge. 

3265. What manure do you use ?-Any-pig manure, if we can obtain it, we find the most suitable. 
We have manure from town, which seems to answer very well at present. We cannot say yet how they 
will yield. 

3266. Do you supply your own manure ?-Yes, as much as possible. 
3267. Do you approve of putting ashes on the ground ?-We are in the habit of grubbing trees and 

burning, and putting in hops ; the hops grow better where the surface has been burned ; but the charcoal 
by itself is put in the ground, and you can go four years afterwards and find the charcoal there, not 
pulverised in any way. I do not think it is beneficial to the hops. 

3268. How long do you think ashes will last ?-It is a lasting manure, if obtainable. 
3269. Supposing you wanted some hop-poles, what would be a fair price you could get them 

delivered at on the station ?-Sixteen shillings and sixpence. 
3270. You do not think you would get them at 10s. 6d. ?-Before I answer that I would like to 

know what sort of hop-poles are required. 
3271. The sort you use yourself ?-16s. 6d. for that sort. 
3272. The ordinary pole, 14, 15, or 16 feet, you cannot get under 16s. 6d.?-4 would not like to 

say it myself. In connection with our own hop garden, we let the contract for 10,000 poles, and parties 
tendered for 12s. 6d., and could not make it pay. It was raised to 15s. The party was not a strong party 
to work it. At that time the weather was good. I could have made very good wages at that price ; but 
16s. 6d. is the price. 

3273. Supposing you want 10,000 poles, and a man offered to do it for 10s. 6d., would you accept 
his tender ?-I would see the man could do it for the price. 

3274. If he was willing to do it ?-I do not think the tenderer would be able to fulfil the contract, 
and therefore I would not accept it. 

3275. Do you know anything of how they manage the station generally apart from the hops ?-No. 
I must confine myself to the hop garden. I might state, in reference to the management there, as far as 
the blacks are required to work, the seven men, Europeans, would manage the hop garden at Coranderrk. 

3276. Are you aware how many acres there are ?-I am told there are twenty acres 
3277. And seven men would work the twenty acres ?-Yes ; seven Europeans. I do not say about 

the blacks. 
3278. As far as the drying, and all that, you have no knowledge of how they dry them ?-No. 
3279. Have you had any blacks working under you or with you ?-Yes ; I have had them picking 

for me when I rented Mr. Kirwood's garden. 
3280. How many had you ?-Some four or five, I think. 
3281. How did they manage it-were they as good pickers as white pickers ?-Slow pickers, but 

clean. I might state that they were the best pickers we had. 
3282. And how did you pay them P-Threepence a bushel. 
3283. You did not force them ?-No ; they picked as they liked. 
3284. Can you inform us how much they earned ?-They might average five or six bushels a day, 

and might go eight. 
3285. What made them leave the station and come to you ?-Dissatisfied with the mode of picking 

there. 
3286. Do you,  find any men willing to work without being remunerated ?-No. 
3287. How many bushels would a white man pick in a day ?-I have picked twenty bushels in a 

day. I have picked eighteen bushels for Mr. Green at his garden, and I carried my own poles. 
3288. Supposing you employed three or four ordinary men, how many bushels would they pick in 

the day ?-The Chinamen come next in order in picking-the largest tallies that were at Mr. Green's, and 
the same when we had the garden down there. 

3289. How many did they pick ?-14, 15, and 16 bushels. 
3290. Did they pick them as well or as clean ?-Yes. 
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3291. They can do double what the blacks do ?-Yes. 
3292. Have you any other information you would like to give us in regard to Coranderrk, or 

anything in connection with it ?-I feel it my duty. I was coming up on one occasion from Melbourne, 
and I might state that Mr. Strickland got off the coach at the late Mrs. Wilson's wine store, and I saw him 
taking something to drink, and also he put a bottle of something in his pocket-I could not say what it 
was-and brought it away with him ; and as Mr. Strickland is a minister of the gospel, I thought it was 
rather unusual ; and on another previous occasion to that I saw him do the same. 

3293. At the same place ?-Yes. 
3294. That was a colonial wine store ?- 
3295. Anything else ?-Nothing more. 
3296. Do you think the condition of the blacks now is equal to what it has been ?-No. 
3297. More dissatisfied ?-More dissatisfied. They seem to be going in and coming out of the 

township at will. There seems to be no control over them whatever. 
3298. You think they are too leniently dealt with ?-Yes. 
3299. Is it too lenient or is there no discipline ?-It might arise from that. I had a contract on the 

road, and I was working on the road all day, and had an opportunity of seeing them pass all day, coming 
and going, riding at will. 

3300. Do you think they are too lenient ?-I could not say. 
3301. Are they allowed to do what they like too much for their own interest ?-I should say so. 
3302. If you were manager there would you like to see them riding about ?-I should try to avoid 

that as much as possible. 
3303. What would you do if they would not work for you ?-I could not say. 
3304. Would you bribe them with a cake of tobacco ?-No. I think a deal can be done by a kind 

word. They %yin not be pushed. You cannot do that. 
3305. Strict measures you think would be a mistake ?-I think so. 
3306. You think they want firmness combined with kindness ?-Yes. 
3307. They like to be dealt with as free people, not as slaves ?--Yes. 
3308. Would you consider people slaves if they were allowed to roam about the country ?-Slaves 

to their own foolish desires. They have a splendid place. I believe the place could be made self-
supporting. 

3309. The blacks have made that statement that it could be-do you think it is possible ?-I am 
sure it could by judicious management. I have no hesitation in saying that. 

The witness withdrew. 

Robert Farrell sworn and examined. 

3310. How long have you been living at Healesville ?-About sixteen years, or more. 
3311. You know Coranderrk ?-Yes, well. 
3312. Have you been working there ?-Yes, frequently working there. 
3313. Have you been much there during the last three or four years ?-Yes. 
3314. Employed there during that period ?-Yes. 
3315. Recently ?-I was fencing there, and getting some hop-poles. 
3316. When were you last there ?-Hardly three months ago. 
3317. Did you work on contract ?-Always contract. 
3318. What was your last work there ?-6,000 hop-poles. 
3319. How much was your contract for them ?---X1 2s. 6d. a hundred, carting them and getting 

them in. 
3320. Did you tender for them ?-Yes ; I was the lowest. 
3321. Did it pay you ?-Barely paid me. There was too much carting them in. 
3322. You would not care to take the contract at 10s. 6d. ?-No. 
3323. Could you do it at 10s. 6d. ?-No. 
3324. Could you do it at 15s. ?-No. 
3325. Not in the dry season ?-In the dry season you might. 
3326. At the present time you would not take the contract at a pound ?-No, not at any price at 

the present time. I would not bind myself to bring them. 
3327. It is good management to have that work done in dry weather ?-You will have to do it so 

that the timber will strip, and then cart them in in fine weather. 
3327a. Who examined your poles and passed them ?-Mr. Harris. 
3328. Has he the whole management ?-He and Mr. Strickland. 
3329. Who passed them ?-Mr. Harris counted them as they came in, and threw out what he would 

not accept of. 
3330. Have you ever worked in the hop ground yourself ?-Yes. 
3331. Picking hops ?-Yes. 
3332. What did you get a bushel ?-3d., 321, and 4d. 
3333. How many bushels a day were you able to pick ?-I could not say. I had the children 

helping me. 
3333a. Do you think they manage the hop ground properly ?-I think they manage it very well. 
3334. Have you any knowledge of any other hop ground ?-Yes ; they are all round here. 
3335. Do they do as well there as elsewhere ?-Yes ; I think they have as good a yield there as in 

most places. 
3336. At the time you were picking the hops were there many of the blacks picking ?-Yes ; 

men, women, and children. 
3337. What were they getting for picking ?-I believe they were getting the same as I was. 
3337a. Could they pick as much as you ?-Some of them could pick more. 
3338. Did they seem satisfied ?-Yes, they seemed quite satisfied. 
3339. Do you know anything about how they are treated as a rule ?-Pretty well, I think, from 

what I see of them. 




