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William McCrea, 	
1608. You cannot speak from personal knowledge of the state of Coranderrk at present ?—Not at 

Esq., M B., 
contenued, 	

present. I made a very close and accurate examination of it in 1876. 
2nd Nov. 1881. 	 1609. Did you consider it a healthy place for the aboriginals ?—Certainly not in its condition then. 

1610. What was the fault ?—The fault was the construction of the houses—the manner in which 
they were built on the ground and the construction of the floors.—[ The witness read the following 

report 4. The huts are thirty-two in number, and in their dimensions they range from 24 feet to 
12 feet in length, from 18 to 8 feet in width, and from 5 to 8 feet high. There is a sufficient space 
separating each hut, and some of them have gardens fenced in and containing fruit trees at the back. 
Most of the huts have fowl-houses rudely constructed of bark, either in contact or in close proximity to 
them, and one man keeps two pigs, the smells from which are neither pleasant nor salutary. 5. There are 
a few closets of a common description, covering mere holes in the ground, scattered about irregularly over 
the establishment, insufficient in number for the wants and decency of the population. Even these are not 
always used, the superintendent stating that at night the children and some of the adults pass their 
excrement in the water channels in the street opposite their huts. 6. The construction of the huts is, in a 
sanitary point of view, the worst possible ; the walls are of slab, paling, or bark, mostly the latter, with 
openings in them so numerous that they may fitly be compared to bird cages. The roofs are almost always 
bark, with openings nearly as numerous as in the walls ; some of the natives have endeavored, by paper 
and bags, to cover the chinks and openings in the walls and roofs, but in most cases with little effect. The 
floors are of clay, and are damp even at this the driest season of the year, whilst in the winter the natives 
complain that the water rises to the surface of the floors after every shower of rain. 7. In wretched hovels 
like these it is no wonder the mortality is excessive. It appears by Mr. Ogilvie's report that in 1875, with 
a population of about 150 people, 31 deaths took place—one out of every five human beings in one year 
perishing from disease. This awful mortality was doubtless exceptional, an epidemic of measles having 
been prevalent in the early part of the year ; but this epidemic prevailed all over the colony, causing a 
considerable increase in the general mortality ; yet when the mortality of the whole colony, about 17 per 
1,000, is compared with that of Coranderrk, the discrepancy is appalling, the latter amounting to 193 per 
1,000, or, in other words, for every person out of the general population who died, 11 deaths occurred at 
Coranderrk. Two out of the 31 deaths were caused by measles directly, but four others from cold caught 
after measles ; and 14 cases of pleuro-pneumonia and chest disease point but too surely to the draughty 
walls and roofs and to the damp floors of the huts as their cause. Persons attacked by such diseases have 
scarcely a chance of surviving in such hovels. Were an epidemic of scarlatina to invade the settlement, 
and they are liable to it at any moment, the remaining natives would be in danger of being swept away 
altogether. A very erroneous impression is generally prevalent regarding he power of natives to 
withstand the vicissitudes of weather ; it is assumed, because in their aboriginal condition they were able, 
with little clothing, and under the mere shelter of a mia-mia, to resist the influence of severe cold and wet, 
that their dwellings should be very open. This is a great mistake ; the altered conditions in which a 
comparative civilization places them render them much more obnoxious to changes of temperature than 
when they led a savage life ; the circumstance of wearing clothing causes them to perspire more freely in 
exertion, and the exposure to draughts under these conditions renders them unusually liable to diseases 
consequent on suppressed perspiration, and peculiarly to diseases of the lungs. They themselves feel and 
complain bitterly of the effects of cold air, especially in the winter time, rushing through the crevices of 
their ill-constructed huts. Their sleeping accommodation is defective in space, from four to ten persons in 
some cases occupying a single hut, when there is barely cubic space sufficient to support the health of two. 
Their bedsteads are untidy constructions of sticks and bark, likely to engender vermin and to inculcate 
want of cleanliness and habits of self-respect in the occupants." 

1611. Was it your opinion that Coranderrk was not a suitable place for aboriginals ?—I expressed 
my opinion that it was not a suitable place. I said :—" 1. The site is on the slope of a slightly elevated 
piece of ground, surrounded by mountains on three sides, with a fine stream of water on the fourth. 
Between the mountains and the establishment the ground is mostly low and covered with timber ; in the 
winter season it is frequently flooded, and always damp and cold, the rainfall from the proximity of the 
neighboring mountains being always abundant. The natives complain greatly of the cold and wet in the 
winter, and I have no doubt that the situation of the establishment contributes not a little to the 
development of chest diseases." This, I may tell you, was from information. I did not go over the whole 
ground. The place itself is high and well situated ; but if there is water around it, it would be unsuitable. 

1612. Do you consider the mortality arose from causes that were preventable ?—Certainly. 
1613. Would dry houses, good boots, warm flannels (especially for children), and good food tend to 

check anything of the kind ?—Certainly. 
1614. Have the management attended to your requests ?—To a very slight extent. 
1615. Have they in every respect neglected your requests ?—Not in every respect. This is in reply 

to the Honorable the Chief Secretary :—" Since the date of that report, though two years and three months 
have elapsed, six only out of the thirty-two new huts have been built, and these have not been drained. Their 
walls have been lined with boards for six feet of the height only, and the roofs not lined with calico. 
Drains have been cut in front and behind the old huts, and the floors of these huts have been boarded, but 
no further improvements have been made in them." 

1616. Did you visit in 1879 ?—No. 
1617. You got that information from their own report ?—I got that information from their own 

report. 
1618. Did they apply to Dr. Thomson for his opinion ?—I have not heard of it. 
1619. Do you know Mr. Le Soeuf thinks your opinion is very wrong ?—" Dr. McCrea seems to 

have overlooked the fact that this fatal luna
6 
 disease exists on all the other stations, though some of them 

are under entirely different conditions with regard to climate, drainage, &c. The Board differs with 
Dr. McCrea in his conclusion as to the cause of the excessive mortality. Experience has led the Board to 
think that it is not well to make the native cottages so air tight as he suggests." 

1620. Do you still hold that opinion — that preventible measures are within our reach ?- 
Unquestionably. 

1621. Do you not think many thousands of families would be glad to be allowed to live there ?—Yes. 
1622. Do you think the blacks are more subject to chest disease that whites ?—Under the altered 

condition they are in now. 
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1623. Do you say that this place where the water oozes up is a fit place for them, where they are William McCrea, 

three parts surrounded with water, where the water that they water the hop ground with runs through the E eos`,14.111,34. , 
 village; do you think that it is a fit place for people who are subject to chest diseases ?—I objected to the 2nd Nov. 1881. 

swampy nature of the ground, but the site itself can be perfectly and entirely drained, and made as dry as 
any house in Melbourne. 

1624. Could not cottages be built which would not be damp ?—Yes. 
1625. Do you not think that race was most foolishly placed ?—I do not think a running stream 

would make the place damp at all, if it was properly drained. If those huts had been properly drained 
there would not be a particle of damp. I have stated already that my information with regard to the mists 
and swampy ground was obtained from other people, but I have stated that such a place would not be 
proper. 

1626. The lung disease then is an Australian native disease ?—Not at all. Any person subject to 
it living in those huts would get lung disease. 

1627. These are two or three questions answered by Mr. Halliday in 1877 with reference to what 
he thought of Coranderrk as an aboriginal and sanitary station :—" In summer time faultless. Not suited 
to aborigines newly arrived from warmer places ; those now there, however, have become acclimatized, and 
are not so subject to chest complaints as they were. By the avoidance of exposure and the wearing of 
warm clothing nearly all sickness might be avoided." Do you think that ?—If I was living in that place 
and had the place properly drained, there would not be a nicer place in the colony. 

1628. Do you think the blacks should be well fed with meat ?—I do. 
1629. And milk ?—And milk. I think no expense should be spared with them. 
1630. You would not keep them on the swamp ?—No. 
1631. You think if they have a liberal diet and plenty of warm clothing and plenty of good houses 

they would enjoy good health ?—I think they would ; but, at the same time, if the place is flooded in 
winter time it would not be healthy. I think the flats about Healesville are subject to much the same sort 
of thing, and the people there are healthy enough; and about the Yana Flats it is the same. 

The witness withdrew. 

William Thomson, Esq., F.R.C.S., examined. 
1632. By the Board.—Do you know the Coranderrk Aboriginal Station ?—Yes, I have made a 

visit there. 
1633. How long ago ?—About a twentymonth. 
1634. Was that the only visit ?—Yes. 
1635. Was it an official visit ?—Yes, at the request of the Board for the protection of the aborigines. 
1636. With reference to your opinion as to the health of the Aborigines and the climate, whether it 

is healthy or causes lung diseases or anything of the sort, will you give your own version ?—I was asked 
more particularly to enquire into the cause of phthisis. I went with a view to investigate that subject 
more particularly. I found a great many in various stages of the disease; sonic of them in the very earliest 
stage. I followed those up, until they appeared finally at the Melbourne Hospital in a dying condition. I 
traced them up after death, and found them to be tubercular phthisis ; but in tracing the history of the lung 
diseases at the station for some years hack, I learned that there had been a great mortality from what was called 
pleuro-pneumonia. It appeared to me to indicate that some epidemic disease had passed along the place, 
but I could not learn the history of such an epidemic. Lately I found there had been an epidemic of measles, 
and, as pleuro-pneumonia is the particular cause of death in that form of fever, I found that the pleure-
pneumonia cases were the dregs or sequela of measles, or the fatal condition of the lungs in measles. That 
would not denote any special unhealthiness of site, because, among native tribes, when measles gets among 
them it is fatal, no matter what the climate is, as it was in Fiji. So we could not justly infer any rigour of the 
climate from that circumstance. Then with regard to phthisis, we found phthisis prevailing in all the 
other stations, even up in Queensland, and the natives all dying from that disease, no matter whether 
the climate was high or dry, or low and marshy, I thought there might be some other cause at work. What 
that cause may be is a good deal in the speculative state, but my notion is that the only thing is contagion. 
That is the theory of phthisis that is rapidly growing among pathologists at home. They suppose that 
there are some germs or organisms, whether animal or vegetable I do not exactly know, that, multiplying 
in the lungs, destroy the tissue. It appeared to me that this would better account for it than the 
condition of the inhabitants at Coranderrk, as to the food, clothing, or locality, or houses that they live in, 
because it would be invariably acting as a factor of the disease in all climates and all localities. There was 
one case mentioned to me that I enquired particularly into, of a very healthy young woman at Coranderrk, 
about eighteen or twenty, who got a present of left-off clothing from a lady who had gone up into that part 
of the country and died of consumption. She put it on, and within a very few months after that 
she died of phthisis. 

1637. Flow long is that ago ?—Four or five years ago. The case was mentioned to me. I cannot 
authenticate it, but it was mentioned to me on very good authority. I saw several of the cases there who 
were in a position to catch contagion if such were the cause of it, because some in the second and third 
stage of the disease were lying in the cottage and expectorating on the floor, and allowing the expectoration 
to dry on the floor. I pointed out that no pains seemed to be taken to clear this away. Lying there and 
drying, it would be blown about and be breathed by those who came in contact with it. There was quite 
sufficient in that to indicate the cause of consumption, on the supposition that the disease would be of a 
contagious nature. 

1638. Are you acquainted with any other stations ?—No. 
1639. Were you acquainted with the movements of the blacks before they were settled down in 

stations at all ?—No ; no personal knowledge. I have heard a good deal of them. 
1640. Do you consider housing them is healthier than allowing them to live in mia-mias ?—I gave 

to the Board an outline of what my report would be, and I delayed furnishing the report, which, in fact, I 
have never yet sent in, until I had followed up some of the cases at the Melbourne Hospital ; but in that 
report I pointed out that they were much more liable to phthisis while housed in such places as I saw 
than they would in their native condition. 

W. Thomson, 
Esq.. F.R.C.S., 
2nd Nov. 1881. 
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1641. You went into the houses ?-Yes. 
1642. What sort of places were they ?-Some of them were comfortable, clean, and tidy-very little 

ventilation in those ; and some were in the rudest possible form, mere slab huts. The people would have 
been very much better off if they had been in the open air. 

1643. Did they look as if they had good supervision over them ?-I could not say it was good super-
vision when a sick man was lying on the bed and spitting on the floor, and it was allowed to dry up. 

1644. Measles is very fatal in bringing on consumption, is it not ?-Measles is very fatal in 
bringing on pleuro-pneumonia, but I do not know that it will bring on true consumption. 

1645. If they were living without flannel, would they not be much more subject to consumption ?- 
I do not know that it would have much effect. 

1646. If they have a small allowance of meat, no milk, no vegetables ?-If they are not in health 
they will be impoverished, but I do not think it would induce phthisis. 

1647. Would it facilitate it ?-I do not think so. We find cases of consumption in the best built 
houses, where the patients are fed up, just as fatal and severe as in the meanest squalor in a large city. 

1648. Would you require your patients to be extra careful after measles, to avoid cold ?-Yes. 
Undoubtedly that is the danger. The great thing is to avoid chill. 

1649. You said you did not think insufficiency of food or clothing was the cause of pulmonary 
consumption ?-I do not think so; any mere starvation or insufficiency of clothing will never cause phthisis 
without the germs. 

1650. It will not start it afresh ?-It will not start it. 
1651. Living in those huts as you saw them, poorly clad, without flannels, would that tend to help 

forward consumption ?-Not from pleuro-pneumonia to phthisis. The only thing that would propagate 
phthisis was the carelessness of dealing with the sick and their discharges. They were neglected in that 
particular. 

1652. Were there any domestic conveniences in the rooms ?-None whatever. 
1653. Would you think a little local hospital would be a good place to move them to ?-It would be 

a good place to move a man to suffering from consumption rather than leave him in his own hut. 
1654. You are aware they bring them down to Melbourne ?-Yes. 
1655. Would it not be better to have them up there ?-Yes, far better. 
1656. You are aware of the love they have for their own country ?-Yes. I think it is a mistake 

to bring them down to Melbourne. 
1657. Looking at the place as a whole, do you think it would be possible to make it very healthy 

with ordinary care ?-I think so. It is what you may call a sub-alpine climate. At the foot of the hill 
you are apt to get fogs at one season of the year and cold winds at another. 

1658. You think, under those circumstances, it would be a good place for them ?-We generally 
consider a sub-alpine climate to be injurious to health. When I saw it, the atmosphere was very clear ; 
but I learned that the fogs would hang around there, and I could understand it. 

1659. You think it could be made a healthy place ?-So far as a sub-alpine place can be made 
healthy. I recommended, in my report, that the blacks would be much healthier if they were in some 
plain, such as they would choose for their own village if they were free. 

1660. Suppose they have a firm determination not to move, would you then move them ?-If they 
selected it, I would let them have their choice. 

1661. Would not moving them from the place they love be the means of practically killing them 
off ?-Blacks are very liable to home-sickness. 

1662. In fact, it would be an act of cruelty to drive them away against their inclination ?-Yes. 
1663. You are aware of the enormous wrong we have done those blacks in taking away their 

country ?-Yes. 
1664. Under those circumstances, would you rather not strain a point than endeavor to force them ? 

-If they were unanimously of opinion, I would indulge them. 
1665. Do you know the proportion of blacks on that station that were born there that belong to the 

district ?-I understood that a number belonged to it ; but I thought they had been collected from other 
parts of the country. 

1666. Would it not be very cruel to bring blacks born in other parts of the country to that part of 
the country ?-I think it would be wrong to force them to that place if they were not attached to it. 
I think, if you take blacks from other parts of the colony and force them to live there, that is just as cruel. 

1667. We are dealing with the positive fact ; there they are-being there, would it be detrimental 
to force them away ?-If they have a home in the place, and become attached to the place, it would have 
the effect of giving them a longing after home ; but that did not enter into my reckoning when I was 
inspecting the place. 

1668. A great number of children died of the measles ; would not diet have something to do with 
it ?-I do not think diet had much to do with it ; it is more exposure after measles. As to measles 
causing such mortality there, it was just as fatal in Fiji. As for consumption, you can draw no general 
rule as to the salubrity of any locality. 

1669. You are aware an epidemic went all over the colonies ?-Yes. 
1670. But Coranderrk was the worst ?-It might be owing to the rigour of the climate at that 

season of the year. 
1671. By Captain Page.-You said the huts had not sufficient ventilation ?-I saw some of the 

huts that seemed to have been pasted up. 
1672. Dr. McCrea said there was too much ventilation ?-I do not say any of the new huts have 

too much ventilation. Some of them have been pasted up to keep out the draughts. Some of the old 
huts were all ventilation together, and the inmates complained bitterly of them. 

1673. By the Board.-You say they would be better living in the mia-mias than in the houses ?-I 
think so. 

1674. Did any of them speak to you about that particular fact about the mia-mias ?-No, they did not. 
1675. They said to me that their habits have been broken into by being compelled to wear our 

clothing and live in our houses, and that it had been fatal to them ?-I had no conversation with any of 
them. 
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1676. By Captain Page.-You have not sent in your report yet ?-No, I took it back to wait an 
opportunity of seeing the condition of the lungs in the dead-house of the hospital. Captain Page and I 
followed up cases' in the wards of the hospital, and had made arrangements to be present at the post mortem 
examinations, but I never yet was afforded an opportunity to be present at a single case. 

1677. By the Board.-Other things being equal, would not want of proper food tend to help 
disease ?-Not pleuro-pneumonia nor phthisis. I do not think anything will cause pleuro-pneumonia 
except cold. I think even in a plethoric subject you see the pleuro-pneumonia as fatal as in the half 
starved. 

1678. Can they be healthy without vegetables, milk, and butter ?-No, not generally healthy ; but 
that has nothing to do with measles or consumption. 

1679. Is it not necessary for health that they should be supplied with those things ?-Yes. 
1680. By the Board.-Is that disease confined to Coranderrk ; is it not to be found at the other 

places ?-I mentioned already that phthisis was found in all climates. 
1681-2. The locality does not foster the disease there ?-I have said so. 
1683. You would not recommend a patient to go to a low swampy place to live in if he had con-

sumption ?-No. I mentioned in my report that they would be better if left to their own choice, and left, 
A 	 as nearly as possible, to the condition they were in naturally, and I adhere to that opinion. 

The witness withdrew. 

W. Thomson, 
Esq., F.R.C.S., 

amtinued. 
2nd Nov. 1881. 

William Armstrong, Esq., M.B., Ch.B., examined. 
1684. By the Board.-Do you know anything of Coranderrk ?-No, I have never been out at the w. Armstrong, 

station. 	 Esq., M.B.,Ch.B., 
2nd Nov. 1881. 

1685. Do you know anything about the aboriginals ?-About a dozen of them have been patients 
under my care at the hospital. 

1686. What was the nature of the diseases ?-Mostly of the tubercular-a form of consumption. 
They were all pulmonary diseases. 

1687. Is that kind of consumption general all over the colony or local ?-No. The form of 
consumption of the natives differs somewhat from that which ordinary people suffer from  ;  it contains a 
greater amount of the tubercular element. 

1688. Have you attended any aborigines from any other part of the colony ?-No. 
1689. Have you any knowledge of any from any other part ?-No. 
1690. Do you think a low swampy place and a humid atmosphere would be liable to produce that 

disease ?-They would be prejudicial circumstances. 
1691. Would the want of a generous diet, the want of milk and vegetables, and short allowance of 

meat render them liable to attacks of the disease ?-Yes, more especially the absence of fatty substances. 
1692. Would it tend to keep them healthier if they were better fed P-It would  ;  but there is the 

change of habits from roving about. 
1693. Would a change once a year do them good ?-Yes. 
1694. You think they would be more healthy if' they were allowed to roam about as of old ?-I 

think so. Of course there is another thing, that is, not being pure blooded ; the different strains of blood 
tend to deteriorate them and render them more liable to tubercular diseases. 

1695. Have those that came under your notice been pure blacks ?-No. One or two pure blacks, 
but principally half-castes. 

1696. I suppose you find them drop off very quickly ?-Yes, a sort of galloping consumption. 
1697. Have you succeeded in curing any of them ?-No  ;  very often they are discharged from the 

hospital relieved. They have a great objection to stop there. They do not like to die there. 
1698. They have a home-sickness ?-Yes. 
1699. Have you ever noticed whether they were well provided with clothing ?-As far as I saw, 

they were. I never had occasion to tell the nurses to provide them with extra clothing. 
1700. Do you remember the case of a woman going to you for medical advice with a baby in her 

arms ?-Yes. 
1701. What was she suffering from ?-A tumor in the breast or under the arm. 
1702. What were you afraid it would end in ?-I forget. 
1703. Did you see anything peculiar in her head ?-I noticed there were several nits in her head. 
1704. Were there no live ones ?-I saw none. 
1705. Did you ever remark that in any other patients-the whites ?-Yes, and among the natives 

of other countries-such as the Jamaica blacks-they are very subject to body-lice. 
1706. That is, when they have been brought under civilization ?-Yes. 
1707. Do you remember saying that the abcess might end in cancer ?-I do not remember. 
1708. What was wrong with the child ?-Something wrong with the eyes. 
1709. Is ophthalmia common among the blacks ?-I cannot say. 
1710. Would it not arise from want of proper feeding ?-There is one form of ophthalmia that arises 

from that, what we call the strumous form. 
1711. What condition was the child in, except the eyes ?-Fairly nourished. 
1712. You did not examine her ?-No ; but I had an opportunity of seeing her. 
1713. Was the mother fairly healthy ?-Yes. 
1714. Do not you think that a hospital on the settlement would be desirable for those people, on 

account of their home-sickness ?-Yes, I fancy they would be likely to improve more quickly and permanently. 

The witness withdrew. 

Rev. M. Macdonald examined. 
1715. By the Board.-Have you ever been at Coranderrk ?-Yes, I have been there on two different The Rev. 

occasions ; but my impressions of my last visit, which is about eighteen months ago, are rather indistinct at friardv 
 this time. 

1716. When were you there first ?-I think about five years ago, during the time Mr. Halliday was 
superintendent of the station-in 1876 or 1877. 
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1717. Did you examine the station ?-On that first occasion we visited several of the cottages, 
and conversed with the people. 

1718. What condition did you find the cottages in ?-Some of them were in a wretched state at that 
time. We visited the school more particularly. 

1719. What was wrong with the huts ?-They seemed to be very uncomfortable. 
1720. Were they closed in-were there too many holes for ventilation ?-I cannot speak with such 

distinctness now. 
1721. Were they dirty ?-Certainly some of them were. On this last visit to Coranderrk, perhaps I 

was unconsciously comparing them with the state of the huts at Ramahyuck, with which I am 
more conversant. I am scarcely a disinterested witness, as I am officially connected with the station at 
Ramahyuck. I am of opinion that the proper system with the blacks is to have them under missionary 
superintendence. I am of opinion that the best thing the friends of the blacks could do would be to put them 
under the care of Mr. Hagenauer. 

1722. With reference to Coranderrk, what was the condition, if you can remember, of the 
aboriginals on your first visit-did they look healthy, and were they well clad ?-They seemed to be 
pretty much so. I remember one house into which we went, and the woman of the house seemed to be 
sickly. Then there were some of the old people-I think king Billy, with his two wives. He was bed- 
ridden. The place was fairly clean. 

1723. In a general way did they seem healthy and in good condition-well nourished ?-I 
thought so. 

1724. And well clothed ?-Yes. I cannot remember very distinctly. 
1725. At the last time were they different ?-We went, I think, first of all, to the school, and 

examined the children. I was very much pleased indeed. I thought the schoolhouse was insufficient. The 
schoolroom is far too small for the children. They were very crowded. The accommodation was utterly 
insufficient. I remember going into a cottage near the school, which seemed to be, on the whole, very tidy. 
Then we went into another cottage upon the upper side of the road, and the woman of the house seemed to 
be very ill, and one of the children also. Altogether, the appearanc of things was not very encouraging. 
The case that impressed me most was that of the poor man who was lying on a wretched pallet in a 
wretched but on the lower side of that road. He was all alone with an old man who was taking care of 
him. The Rev. Mr. Mackie was with us. He examined something in a dish, and asked if that was the 
man's food. It seemed to be cold cabbage, or something of that kind. That impressed me as a very 
wretched case. 

1726. Did you stay long there ?-Only a few hours. 
1727. Did you meet many cases of sickness ?-That case and another case of an older man, I think, 

in a cottage on the road, at right angles going up towards the kiln. 
1728. What was wrong with him ?-I do not remember just now. 
1729. Did he appear to be dying ?-He seemed to be very ill. 
1730. Had he any complaints to make ?-Yes, he had complaints. I do not remember distinctly 

what it was. It is more the general impression I have of the man and his condition. 
1731. Was the general appearance of the whole place better or worse than the first time ?-I should 

say the general appearance was not better than the previous visit. On the previous visit there was an 
appearance of more discipline than on the last visit. 

1732. It was about the same time as the Royal Commission visited there ?-I think rather 
before it. 

1733. There were no complaints made by the blacks on your first visit, as to want of food or medical 
comforts ?-No, there was nothing of that kind. 

1734. On the second visit were there any ?-There were general complaints made, but I cannot 
remember just now distinctly any particular complaint that was made. 

1735. In your experience of the other stations is it a common thing for blacks to make complaints, 
or do they always seem satisfied ?-The station I know best is Ramahyuck. I know Lake Tyers. I have 
also visited Framlingham. At none of those stations have I heard complaints made. 

1736. Did you not think the people have just cause for complaining ?-I considered that, as 
compared with those other stations, things were not in a satisfactory state. I did not wonder the people 

complained. 
1737. Did you see anything being done to ameliorate their sufferings ?-No. 
1738. You saw nothing to induce you to suppose the superintendent and matron were attending 

them ?-I would not put my answer so strongly as to say they were not attending them. I would not say 
there was any positive evidence of neglect. I certainly felt that, with regard to this poor man, he ought to 
be in a hospital, in some cottage set apart for sick people, with a nurse in attendance. It seemed to me to 
be a want in Coranderrk that there is no provision for the sick. There is no cottage into which they could 
be brought and attended. 

1739. Are chest diseases common among the blacks ?-Yes. 
1740. Do you remember how many of those sick people agreed to our suggestion to go to the 

hospital when we found them lying in that state ?-No, I do not remember how many. 
1741. Do I understand that you visited Coranderrk in company with Mrs. Bon ?-Yes. 
1742. Was there an absence of comfortable furniture ?-I should say so, in some of the cottages. 
1743. What kind of bedding had they ?-The bedding I remember most distinctly was the bedding 

of the poor man to whom I have just referred, and it seemed to be very poor. I felt that, from my 
connection with another station, I ought not to pry very closely into what I saw there. 

1744. The impression on your mind was not pleasant ?-It was not. 
1745. Are all the black children on Ramahyuck baptized ?-Yes, they are. 
1746. And Lake Tyers ?-Yes. 
1747. And the adults also ?-Yes, some of those who have been recently brought in. 
1748. I suppose they are church members ?-Yes. Some of them are in full communion with the 

church, and all are under Christian instruction. 
1749. Did you notice Framlingham much ?-At Framlingham I spent just about three hours of the 

day. They appeared to be comfortable there-tolerably comfortable. 
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1750. What sort of position is this Framlingham-what sort of site is it-is it dry and high ?-It 
stands upon the bank of the River Hopkins. It stands on a very high bank, just where the river takes a 
sudden sweep round. I think the situation is good. 

1751. What do you think of Coranderrk as a situation for blacks who are subject to pulmonary 
diseases ?-It seems to me that the village is not in a good situation ; it is too low. But the day was not 
a good one. 

1752. What month of the year ?-May. 
1753. Was it early in the morning ?-Afternoon. 
1754. Do you know whether Ramahyuck is subject to fogs, and that kind of thing, rising from the 

river ?-No, I do not think it is. I would not say it is altogether free from fogs, but it stands pretty high 
above the lake. 

1755. Taking a passing view of the little township, is your impression favorable to blacks there. 
Would you think it proper to remove them if they objected to be removed ?-My own opinion is that 
the best thing is to put them under missionary superintendence ; and I think Coranderrk is too near 
Melbourne. 

1756. Why ?-For various reasons. One reason is this : I think that the people have too many 
facilities for coming down to Melbourne with complaints of one kind or other. 

1757. If they did not exist, they would have no cause ?-What I think is that it is almost impossible 
for anyone to maintain authority unless the blacks feel he is supreme. They are so constituted that they 
cannot live except under a paternal government. 

1758. Do you think that it is injurious for them to be so near town because when they have a little 
grievance they are so near persons to whom they can come ?-Not so much with regard to their having 
friends to whom they come, but they come to the Aboriginal Board and the inspector. 

1759. Have they not had occasion to do so ?-I do not deny that they may have had occasion 
to do so. 

1760. In that case, is it not justifiable ?-Perhaps so. 
1761. Do you think they should have no court of appeal beyond the inspector, even if they had 

causes of complaint ?-No. 
1762. What do you base your parental authority upon, kindness or law ?-Kindness and firmness. 

A person should be able to establish his ascendancy over them by the moral force of his own character. 
1763. You are aware that this Act gives the Board an extremely limited authority ?-Yes. 
1764. You think it would be better to throw the law aside and let the moral character of the man 

be the ruling power ?-I think we want a superintendent who can exercise authority over them by his own 
moral ascendancy. 

1765. Do you think a number of blacks can be managed at an easy distance from Melbourne, where 
people are continually visiting them-can a person manage them and not receive continual complaints-do 
you think it is possible ?-Almost impossible ; and, moreover, I think it is a bad thing for all the stations 
that people visit them in large numbers. 

1766. Does not a great deal depend upon the manager ?-A great deal. 
1767. Seeing that the mortality is as great, and in some instances greater, at the other stations than 

it is at Coranderrk, would you think it kindness to drive those people away from Coranderrk, whether they 
want to go or not ?-I was not aware that the mortality was greater at the other stations. 

1768. Even if that were not the case, would it not be an act of cruelty to drive the people away 
from the place they have got to love ?-Yes, I would give great consideration to those feelings. 

1769. Would you sign a petition to the House, entreating the House to pass a Bill giving authority 
to the Board, or any party under the orders of the Board, to move the blacks by compulsion from a place to 
which they were attached ?-I should be slow to sign such a petition. 

1770. Have you read the Act ?-Not recently. 
1771. If you thought the place was quite unfit for them, as regards damp and wet, you would 

sacrifice their feelings in such a case ?-I think it would be quite possible to induce them to fall in with 
reasonable persuasion. 

1772. Supposing it were impossible, would you let them remain ?-Rather than let them die, I 
think I would take them away. 

1773. Have you found any difficulty in managing them ?-No. There have been cases in which 
they have not been so ready to fall in with the views, of the manager as he could wish, but he has always 
succeeded in getting his own way at the last without forcing them. 

1774. Given a number of quadroons and half-castes, would it be well to let them take situations ?-
It depends very much indeed upon the character of the persons. There are half-castes who, I think, might 
safely be sent abroad among the population, but very few. Most of them, as far as my knowledge goes, 
are weak in moral character. In regard to females especially, I should be very much afraid. 

1775. Have you seen the experiment tried ?-The only case I have seen tried is in the house of Mr. 
Hamilton. 

1776. She has done very well ?-Yes. 
1777. You would require discriminating as to what family they should be sent to ?-Yes. 
1778. Supposing on Ramahyuck a young girl of twenty wished to go away and earn her own living, 

would you not allow her to go ?-There have been such cases, but they still regard the station as their 
home. They like to return to it again. The couple we have now in the orphan house left the station and 
went into service at Stratford, but they asked to be allowed to come back to the station, and are now in 
charge of the orphanage. 

1779. Suppose you do not draw a strict line, you deal gently with them in all cases ?-Yes. 
1780. Is it not better to allow them to go out, than perpetuate a race of paupers ?-If care is taken 

to select proper guardians it would be better, and always having respect to the character of the individuals 
themselves, because some of them are much stronger than others. 

1781. By drafting off half-castes and quadroons, and keeping the station for pure-blooded blacks, 
would not that be the best and most humane plan ?-I think it would. 

1782. Do you notice in the other stations an alteration of color in the blacks ; are they becoming 
more white ?-My impression is that there is more white color at Coranderrk than at the other stations. 
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1783. Are you aware of this fact, that the evidence of the Royal Commission goes to this effect-
that the people of Coranderrk are a virtuous people, and insinuations of prostitution are delusions ?-I am 
aware that some of those quadroons or half-castes, now living at Coranderrk, were brought from other 
parts of the country-not born there. 

1784. As to the Maloga mission, there the climate is very salubrious ; we read of seven deaths and 
four births ?-Yes. 

1785. As to the morality, I only ask what has come under your observation in regard to Coranderrk?-
Nothing in the way of prostitution. I may be permitted to add that my impression is, that everything 
would depend upon having a properly qualified person to act as superintendent. 

1786. You think it is necessary to have a Christian man ?-I do ; a Christian gentleman in whose 
kindness they have confidence, and who has, at the same time, such qualities as the Moravian missionaries, 
who have given their attention to the work. 

1787. Do the missionaries go among the people ?-Very freely ; they mix with the people. 
1788. By Captain Page.-Is it not a different class of people at Lake Tyers ?-Yes ; they are 

more recently gathered in. 
1789. They are all blacks ?-Yes, of course. At Lake Tyers they are principally a tribe that has 

been gathered in not long ago. 	 • 
1790. You know Mr. Hagenauer's opinion upon the subject of the management of Coranderrk ?-

Mr. Hagenauer has given me his views upon that in confidence. I do not know that I should state it in 
public. 

The witness withdrew. 

Mrs. Harriet Wylie examined. 

1791. By the Board.-What are you ?-Matron of the Eye and Ear Hospital. 
1792. Do you know anything about the aboriginal station at Coranderrk ?-No, I have never been 

1793. Do you know anything about the aboriginals themselves ?-Nothing more than having them 
brought occasionally to the hospital. 

1794. Do you often have them ?-Not often ; we never have them long, because they will not stay. 
We had a girl brought some time ago, and the girl would not stop. She had sore eyes. 

1795. Have you seen any of the aboriginals from Coranderrk at the Eye and Ear Hospital ?-One 
girl lately. 

1796. What was she suffering from ?-From pustules on the eyes. 
1797. Was she agreeable to go as an in-patient ?--No, she screamed dreadfully ; she would not 

come in. 
of 	 1798. What did I (Mrs. Bon) do ?-You promised to take her to the Exhibition and bring her a 

large doll, but that was no use. 
1799. Who prescribed for her ?-Dr. Gray. 
1800. What did he give her ?-Lotion and medicine. He said she would be much better at the 

station than in the town, because town did not agree with her. 
1801. And the fretting ?-Yes. 
1802. How was she clad ?-I recollect getting a parcel of inside clothing that was left with us ; I 

never saw such clothing, one garment particularly. 
1803. What was that like P-A small bag of calico, and sewed together, no shape, and as black as 

that-[pointing to the fireplace]. 
1804. What age was the child ?-She looked to be seven or eight years old. 
1805. Was her mother with her ?-Yes, but she left her there for a little while and came back 

with the child in her arms. 
1806. Was she old enough to be out of the supervision of her mother ?-She would not stop away 

from her mother. The clothes were handed to me ; thinking the child would come in, I took the clothes 
up stairs. 

1807. What had she on ?-I did not undress her ; she looked poorly clad. 
1808. Was it calico ?-I think it was a stuff dress. 
1809. She gave the idea of being poorly clad ?-Yes ; my idea was that if she had a few of the 

clothes at the Royal Park it would have been much better. 
1810. Do you remember anything particular about her head?-It was rather dirty. 
1811. You would have had an unpleasant job to clean her before admitting her ?-We would have 

had to give her a bath first. 
1812. Did she stay?-No ; she was there about two hours. 
1813. You did not put her through any process of cleaning ?-No ; she cried all the time ; we tried 

to pacify her. 
1814. You think the orphans at the Royal Park are better off ?-Yes. 
1815. You do not find them so filthy ?-No. 
1816. That is the only case you had ?-We had a boy, but it is a good while ago ; I do not remember 

anything about him. 
1817. Did she look well nourished ?-She looked fat ; I did not ask the child any questions. 
I 8 1 8 . Did not look as if she were starved ?-No 
1819. What induced the doctor to prescribe her tonic ?--Because very often these eyes come from 

weakness of the constitution. 
1820. He also said it would be necessary for her to see a medical man at least once a week ?-I do 

not recollect. 
1821. That is the only case ?-That is the only case we have had lately. 
1822. Did you ever have a case from any of the other places where the children's heads were lively 

like this one P-No, not from the schools ; they are all clean ; their hair is cut very short. 

The witness withdrew. 
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Mrs. Eleanor McKie examined. 

1823. Do you know anything of Coranderrk station ?-No, I was never there. 
1824. Do you know anything about the aborigines-have you had people from Coranderrk at the 

hospital ?-Yes, occasionally. 
1825. You are at the Melbourne Hospital ?-Yes. 
1826. Have you had many from Coranderrk within the last three years ?-I cannot remember the 

dates. Whatever there has been to do in connection with those patients has been done at the time, and I 
give it no more consideration. 

1827. Have you had any lately ?-A. little while ago Mrs. Bon brought in three or four men. 
1828. What was wrong ?-I do not know exactly ; I think they were suffering from chest disease. 
1829. What was their appearance when they came in ?-I complained that they looked very dirty 

and miserable, and I told Mrs. Bon I did not like to see them in my beds. I said I must put on hospital 
shirts. She said, "No, no necessity to do that, I will send shirts;" and she did so I believe. 

1830. Did they die in the hospital 	do not think so. I think they would not stay long with us ; 
but as soon as they were a little better the doctor let them away. They never are content with us. 

1831. Did they seem well nourished ?-I could not say. That is a medical question. 
1832. Dr. Armstrong stated that the blacks were well nourished and well clothed ?-They always 

looked very miserable, in my opinion. 

1833. Do you remember my bringing a woman with a baby in her arms, and a little girl ?-Yes. 
1834. Do you remember anythino. peculiar about her ?-Yes. I made remarks that she was 

poorly clad. She was suffering with a bad breast. I think you (Mrs. Bon) wished me to persuade her to 
stay. I tried to induce her to stay, but they had a dread of being shut up in an institution like ours. I got 
her into the board-room because I wanted to see her breast. I remarked she was very poorly clad. It was 
very cold weather. She had prunella boots; they were old cast-off boots of some lady's, very much worn. I 
considered she was in a miserable state. 

1835. Do you remember what the doctor thought the disease was she was suffering from ?-No,. I 
do not. I tried to induce her to believe it would turn to a cancer if she did not stay, but she would not be 
persuaded. 

1836. You do not know what has become of her ?-No, I never saw her afterwards ; but the little 
girl had bad eyes, and I afterwards heard she had been taken to the Eye and Ear Hospital for treatment. 

1837. Do you remember the state of their heads ?-Yes. 
1838. The last one I took to you was a little boy, do you remember him ?-Yes. 
1839. The son of King William ?-Yes. 
1840. Was he willing to enter your institution ?-No ; when his father came to see him, he thought 

his father should take him away, and, in the struggle to separate them, he bit the nurse through the arm. 
1841. He dressed himself in spite of the remonstrances of the nurse ?-Yes. 
1842. What was the result of that ; did the father see him again ?-No, I do not think so ; it was not considered wise to allow the father to see him. 
1843. His crying would have disturbed the other patients ?-Yes. 

	

4 	 1844. Do not you think it is desirable in every way they ought to be be treated at home instead of 

	

-0 	 bringing them to a large institution ?-I think it does them more harm than good, as they never content• 

themselves with us. 
1845. Did you ever know of anyone outside sending in presents of clothing ?-I had a girl in the 

wards ; we collected money to buy boots for her. 
1846. How many years ago ?-I cannot tell ; five or six years ago perhaps. 
1847. Was Fanny Snooks one of them ?-Yes, I bought dresses for her myself. 
1848. Do any blacks from any of the other stations come to you ?-I have not asked the question 

where they come from. 
1849. By Captain Page.-Did you say you bought clothing for the aboriginals ?-Yes. 
1850. How many years ago P-1 cannot say. 
1851. By the Board.-Did you find Fanny Snooks an intelligent girl ?-Yes. 
1852. What disease was she suffering from ?-A tumor she was supposed to have. 
1853. Do you remember any gentlemen sending in clothing for the three men I brought to you ?- I do remember the clothing being brought, but I do not know whether you sent them or whether they 

came from any other source. , 
1854. By Captain Page.-Do you know who the three men were ?-I cannot remember any of their 

names ; the only child I remember is little Fanny Snooks. 
1855. By the Board.-Then you think these people were clad improperly ?-They looked very 

miserable and dirty ; I did not like their appearance. 
1_, 

IM  
The witness withdrew. 

Mrs. E. McKie, 
2nd Nov. 1881. 

I 

I 

James Williams examined. 

1856. By the Board.-What are you ?-Secretary to the Melbourne Hospital. 
1857. Do you know Coranderrk ?-No, I never was there. 
1858. You have never been there ?-No. 
1859. Have you had any people from Coranderrk at the hospital ?-Yes, cases have been admitted 

occasionally from there. 

1860. When was the last ?-I really cannot say. The fact is, cases come and go out of the hospital 
without my knowledge. 

1861. The last case was in July of this year ?-Yes. 
1862. What was he ill from ?-I do not know ; it is a medical question. 
1863. Do you know what became of him ?-1-Ie died in the hospital. 
1864. Do you remember his appearance when he came in there-was he well clad ?-I did not 

see him. 
1865. Is there anyone else recently ?-No. 

CORANDERRK. 
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James Williams, 	1866. Did a little boy show a willingness to remain with you ?-He was anxious to go away with 
°°"`",,c°""ued, 	his father. 2act Nov. ism 

1867. Do you remember what occurred ?-Yes. 
1868. Will you describe it ?-My attention was attracted to a crying in the corridor, and I found the 

little boy had come down from the ward and was anxious to go away with his parents ; and after some 
trouble, Mrs. Bon persuaded him to go back to the ward. 

1869. Was his father anxious to take him with him ?-I think he was. 
1870. Had his father the opportunity of seeing him again alive ?-I think not. We requested the 

father not to come again, in consequence of the scene. 
1871. Where was he when I (Mrs. Bon) came again ?-Dead. 
1872. Do you remember Jimmy Buller, a Queensland black tracker ?-No. 
1873. Do you remember he was destitute of flannel. The nurse called my attention to the fact ?-

I recollect your saying so. I did not know who he was. You mentioned that a man wanted some flannels. 
1874. And you ordered him to be provided with hospital flannels ?-Yes. 
1875. Did he get Christian burial ?-I cannot say. 
1876. What did the boy die of ?-I do not know. I think he suffered from bleeding from the nose. 
1877. Did the Queensland tracker seem to be poorly clad ?-I did not see him 
1878. Do you remember the case of Jimmy Rees ?-No. 
1879. He was buried by the hospital-does that mean Christian burial ?-I cannot say. 
1880. Do you remember Jimmy Webster ?-Not by name. 
1881. He left without being discharged, and came to me. Are those aboriginals who die in the 

hospital buried in the same way as poor people ?-In the same way as other people who have no friends. 
1882. The Board does not pay for the funerals ?-No. 
1883. You do not know anything, of your own knowledge, about the burials ?-No. 
1884. What is the usual way of filling up the card placed over the head of the patient ?-The 

patient is asked what is his persuasion. 
1885. Do you remember the case of the little boy who died lately ?-I recollect that ease. There 

was some dispute as to his religious persuasion. 
1886. What did they say on his admission to the hospital ?-I think he was put down as Presby-

terian, but Captain Page pointed out to me that persons were under the care of the Church of England 
minister, and as such they should be entered as Church of England. As there appeared to be some dispute, 
I put the question to the father as to what he was, and he said the boy was christened by a Presbyterian 
and he (the father) was married by a Presbyterian minister. I accepted that explanation, and put him down 
as Presbyterian. 

1887. Did Captain Page scratch out Presbyterian and put in Church of England ?-I think that 
was it. 

1888. And afterwards you substituted a fresh card with the word Presbyterian on it?-Yes ; I 
explained to Captain Page how it was that Presbyterian was inserted. 

1889. Did you understand from Captain Page that when the blacks had a clergyman over them, the 
blacks of that station belonged to that clergyman's church ?-I think that is the impression he wished to convey. 

1890. From what you have seen of the aborigines, do you not consider they would be in every way 
much better off if they could be treated on their own settlement instead of being brought down here ?-I 
think they prefer being among their own people. The same remark applies to negroes ; they prefer to be 
in the same ward. 

1891. And fretting must militate against their recovery ?-Yes. 
1892. Would you think it would be better for the Board to provide a small room at the station, to be 

used as a kind of hospital for the sick, instead of bringing them down here ?-If medical aid was on the 
spot it would be a saving to the department ; and the aboriginals like to be among their own people. 

1893. Have they not an intense feeling of affection for their own people and their own place ?-I 
think that is stamped on the race altogether. 

1894. Do you think if they were badly treated they would be so anxious to get back ?-No ; I 
think the anxiety to get back rather indicates they prefer to go home. 

1895. Would you not attribute that to the love of home, in spite of its privations ?-That is an 
element, doubtless. 

1896. You have not found in any other people the same intense desire to get home ?-Among the 
Swiss and other European nations you find the same desire to get home. 

1897. Have you ever seen any of them have vermin ?-You called my attention to a little girl who 
had vermin. 

1898. Had she her mother with her ?-I think so. 
1899. Was her head in the same state ?-I do not know anything about her. 
1900. Have you ever known a visit to have been paid by the Aboriginal Board to the sick or 

dying ?-I do not know. 
1901. Do they not provide the little luxuries for which the dying crave ?-The Board would not be 

allowed to do so. That is a medical question. The Hospital provides anything that is necessary. 
1902. Those blacks have free admission to all the hospitals at any time ?-Yes. 
1903. Do not the relatives of the patients take in little luxuries ?-We prevent it as far as possible. 
1904. Do they ever bring down letters from the superintendent accrediting them to the hospital ?-

I think they generally come from Captain Page; but if an aboriginal comes, we at once take him in. We 
inform Captain Page afterwards, but we always take them in. 

1905. Do you remember three arriving together in May 1880-two men and a boy ?-I have no 
special knowledge of them. 

1906. Have you ever been under the necessity of writing to Captain Page for clothin g 	them ?- in I think once, at your request, I wrote for something. 
1907. Is it true that the nurse had to sew Davy Smith in a half sheet while his own shirt was at 

the wash ?-I do not know. 
1908. Mrs. Bon requested you to write to Captain Page about the clothing-was he badly clad ?-

I did it as a matter of courtesy. I assumed that her attention had been called to it. 
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1909. Was he poorly clad P-I have no idea. 	 James Williams, 

1910. Would you have written unless there was some guarantee that he was short of clothes-did Nom.:181. 
you not discover from the nurses ?-I could not say. It would be a trivial matter. Other persons come in 
thinly clad. The admission of cases is dealt with by the medical man, and they go at once to the different 
parts of the house. 

The witness withdrew. 

Rev. David Maxwell examined. 
1911. By the Board.-Do you know anything about Coranderrk ?-I visited it once. 
1912. How long ago ?-Between five and six years-a mere flying visit it was. 
1913. You have not been there since ?-Not since. 
1914. Did you examine the place, did you observe what was going on-the condition of it ?-

I called into some of the cottages and the school. 
1915. Do you remember what was your impression about it ?-I have a very indistinct remembrance 

of my visit. 
1916. Did the place look cleanly ?-Not particularly. The cottages did not seem very comfortable 

dwellings for poor people. 
1917. Would you call them cottages or huts ?-They were more like huts. 
1918. Do you think they were well clad and well fed at that time ?-That is rather a difficult 

question to answer. 
1919. Their general appearance-did they look as if they had been handsomely clothed and fed ?-

I could not remember. I have a very vague remembrance of my visit. The only thing left on my mind 
was that the huts did not appear very comfortable. I could see the light of heaven through very many 
apertures in one of them. It seemed a very damp place. 

1920. Have you seen any of the natives of Coranderrk lately ?-The last time I saw one of them 
was in the Alfred Hospital. He died there. 

1921. How long ago ?-Perhaps a year I should fancy. 
1922. What was his ailment ?-Consumption. 
1923. Have you seen anyone else ?-No, he was the only one I have seen and conversed with. 
1924. Did he seem content with being in the Alfred Hospital ?-By no means. His great desire 

was to get home and die amongst his people. 
1925. Did his being there hurry his death ?-I could not say what effect it may have had on his 

mind. He had a great desire to get home. 
1926. Was he a young man or an elderly man ?-A man about the middle time of life. 
1927. Was he married ?-He was. 
1928. You did not see his wife ?-I did not. 
1929. Do you know whether he had children ?-I am not sure. I could not answer that question. 
1930. Do you know his name ?-Dan Hall. 
1931. Did you go on purpose to visit him P-I did. 
1932. How did you know he was there ?-I had been told of his being there. 
1933. You were asked to go and see him ?-Yes. 
1934. Do you consider, from the extreme reluctance with which they enter our hospitals and the 

strong desire they have of going home to their own people, that the hospital there would not be desirable ? 
-I should fancy it would be desirable. 

1935. Do you know how many days Dan Hall was in the Alfred Hospital ?-He died the third day 
after I visited him, and he had newly come in. He had not been long in the hospital, if I mistake not. 

1936. That is the only one you have ministered to ?-Yes, that is the only one. 
1937. By Captain Page.-Was there no other clergyman there ?-We have a chaplain who visits 

regularly. 
1938. You did not hear if Mr. Strickland visited him P-1 cannot tell. 
1939. By the Board.-What faith did he die in ?-In the Christian faith. 
1940. What denomination P-I never ask a dying man what denomination he belongs to. 
1941. You want the primitive faith, and nothing else ?-Exactly. 

The witness withdrew. 

Rev. Matthew Henry Ashe examined. 
1942. By the Board.-Have you ever been at Coranderrk ?-Never. I could have told you more 

about the stations in G-ippsland, but I know very little about Coranderrk. 
1943. Have you been in the habit of seeing people from Coranderrk ?-I have seen some occasionally. 

On one occasion I saw Mrs. Bon's verandah full of aboriginals. Mrs. Bon said I had come just in time to say 
grace for them. They could not say grace. They were asked if they could say grace, and said they could 
not. I was asked to say grace for them. 

1944. What was their general appearance ?-I could scarcely say-very much like what I have seen 
generally among the aborigines. 

1945. Were they well clothed ?-It did not strike me one way or the other. I could not say 
whether they were well or ill clothed. 

1946. Were you more impressed with their want of religious instruction ?-I cannot say I was 
impressed any way at the time. I was asked to say grace, and I did say grace. 

1947. Why were you asked to say grace ?-Because they could not say it. 
1948. You could not say whether they were well nourished or not ?-I could not. 
1949. Did they make any complaint to you ?-Not that I heard. I was scarcely enough among 

them to have heard, one way or the other. 
1950. Why was it you met so many, what was their object in coming to town P-1 think they were 

coming to lay some complaint before the Board. I know they were coming down to lodge a complaint to 
some authority. 

The witness withdrew. 
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David Maxwell, 
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The Rev. 
James Brown, 
2nd Nov. 188]. 

Joseph Banks, 
2nd Nov. 1881. 

The Rev. James Brown examined. 

1951. Have you ever been to Coranderrk ?-No. 
1952. You do not know the locality ?-No, I have not been out that way at all. 
1953. Where do you reside ?-At Northcote. 
1954. Do you know anything of the aboriginals at Coranderrk ?-I have visited a good many of 

them who were patients in the Melbourne Hospital, and one who was in the Alfred Hospital. 
1955. How long ago is it since you visited the one in the Alfred. Hospital ?-Last year sometime. 
1956. Do you remember his name ?-Dan Hall. He died on the 14th July 1880. 
1957. What did he die of ?-Consumption. 
1958. Did you attend him more than once ?-Yes, I visited him frequently. I do not know how 

many times. 
1959. Did he seem satisfied to be in the hospital ?-No ; he had a great longing to be at home at 

Coranderrk ; his family was there and he wished to be there. He said it was very much against his will 
he left the station at all. 

1960. Who made him leave ?-I fancy he left it of his own accord, after certain representations had 
been made to him. One reason he said that made him leave was, that the station was in such disorder ; 
he could not compose his mind to think of death. 

1961. He was very anxious to go back ?-Yes, he wanted to die at home, with his family. 
1962. Did he complain of the treatment he was receiving at home, or had received at home P-1 do 

not remember his complaining of bad treatment, only of the disturbance that he said was constantly going 
on-men swearing, and so much want of order-that he could not compose his mind to think of death. 

1963. How can you account for his being so anxious to go back so soon after, because he was only 
seven days there ?-He was anxious to die among his friends. By the time he was two days there be was 
longing to be at home. 

1964. Did he seem to have good clothes on ?-I did not pay much attention to that. 
1965. Did you see him in his clothes ?-I saw him in bed. 
1966. Did he desire you to write to any friends he had ?-He desired me to write to you (Mrs. Bon). 
1967. He did not desire you to write to his friends on the Board for the Protection of the Aborigines? 

-No. 
1968. You visit the Melbourne Hospital also ?-Yes. 
1969. You are the stated visitor ?-Yes ; I visit the Melbourne Hospital two days a week. 
1970. As a rule no other clergymen go ?-There is one clergyman, the Church of England chaplain. 
1971. You are Presbyterian ?-Yes ; all the aboriginals of Coranderrk call themselves Presbyterians. 
1972. Have you seen any aboriginals in the Melbourne Hospital ?-Yes ; a good many. 
1973. Have they evinced the same desire to go home ?-They all evince a desire to go home when 

they get to the Melbourne Hospital. They do not seem to like to be among strangers ; they seem 
uncomfortable in the wards. All the nurses testify that that is their experience. 

1974. By Captain Page.-Do not the other patients crave to go home P-No, I do not think that. 
1975. By the Board.-Would not it be much better if they could be treated at the settlement 

instead of being brought to those places ?-Their minds would be more at ease if they were treated 
at home. 

1976. I suppose you find an infantile character of mind even among the older ones ?-Yes. 
1977. Are they not grateful for any little attention you show them ?-Yes, I have always found 

them very grateful. 
The witness withdrew. 

Joseph Banks examined. 

1978. You are one of the firm of 13ankk, ,;.others and Co. P-I am. 
1979. You have been requested to appear to-day and bring the invoices of goods supplied to Coran-

derrk from June 1877 to 1881 ?-Yes. [ The witness handed in a bundle of papers.] 
1980. September 1877 is the first ?-There was nothing between June and September. 
1981. Are the details in the accounts ?--The details and a summary. 
1982. Do the orders come in at regular times ?-No, odd times. You have got the dates on the 

summary ; that will show you at once. Each separate invoice shows how and where they were sent. 
1983. Is this for clothing on the station ?-Yes. 
1984. Are there not certain months in the year when the orders come in ?-The larger orders 

generally come in about the same time, but there are a lot of smaller ones for special cases. The invoices 
themselves will explain everything. 

1985. Do you deal in shoes ?-Yes, shoes and boots. 
1986. These are copies of the original accounts ?-Yes. 
1987. Do you remember a black man from Coranderrk calling upon you to purchase a pair of 

boots ?-I do. There were two aboriginals brought by Mrs. Bon. 
1988. Did you take money from him ?-No. 
1989. Did you give him the boots as a present ?-Yes. 
1990. You gave them as a present in the interests of humanity ?-No, the man had a very fair pair 

of boots on ; I have worn boots as bad myself. 
1991. In wet weather ?-It was not wet weather. 
1992. They were canvas boots?-Yes, but I should not have been afraid to go out in them myself. 

He had the boots simply to get rid of him ; he might have gone on without them. 
1993. It was winter time?-I could not recollect the date. 
1994. Why did you give him the boots ?-I wanted to get rid of the persistency of the lady who 

brought him in. 
1995. Who brought him in?-Mrs. Bon. 
1996. I (Mrs. Bon) offered to pay for them-there could be no persistency in that P-We often do 

give things away, as it was an account of ours. My time was pretty valuable, and it was better to give 
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the boots away. Mrs. Bon wanted them charged to the Government, but having no authority we could Joseph Banks, 
not do it ; she then offered to pay herself, but I would not allow her. 	 continued. 

1997. What kind of boots are those canvas boots?—There are a very large number of them worn 
2nd Nov. 1881: 

during the summer time. As a matter of fact he took the new boots away under his arm. That the boots 
were taken under his arms can be proved by the man in the department. 

Mrs. Bon disputed the accuracy of this statement. 
The Witness.—I would like to mention this to the Board. I have heard statements made that the 

goods supplied by us to Coranderrk and other stations were not supplied at wholesale prices. I wish to 
state that they are supplied at absolute wholesale prices and nothing else, and no customer of ours could 
come and buy in retail quantities any better than they do from us. 

1998. Are they retail prices?—No, they are wholesale prices for retail quantities. Those figures 
are absolutely correct, and they are supplied at wholesale prices. 

1999. At any rate you treat the Aboriginal Board the same as you would the Melbourne Hospital 
if they were dealing with you ?—Just the same. 

2000. Do you allow a commission or a discount on those goods ?•The same commission that we do 
on any other transaction. I will show you our terms—[handing a paper to the Chairman, who read 
the same]. 

2001. Is the discount deducted from those accounts ?—It is a separate account ; the discount is 
supplied in goods to the different stations, as our books will show. 

2002. Is there any invoice to show that ?—There is no invoice here to show, but our books will 
show it. 

2003. By Captain Page.—What kind of goods were sent ?—Fancy goods, to be given away to the 
different stations to those of the blacks who were of good behaviour. 

2004. By the Board—What kind of fancy goods ?—Ribbons and things of that sort. 
2005. Do many of them go to Coranderrk ?—I can get you the necessary information, but it will 

take a day to prepare it. 
2006. What is the price of that—[handing a piece of red cloth to the witness] ?—What is the width of it—there are two widths. 
2007. Take the narrow and the wide both—what is the price ?—If you will tell me when it was 

supplied I will tell you all about it. 
2008. Is that wool or cotton ?—It is a union. 
[Certain samples of goods that had been sent to Coranderrk were handed in and inspected by 

the Board, who pronounced them to be of good quality.] 
2009. The general run of goods supplied to the station are as good as you supply to country stores ? 

—As a rule they are, rather better. 
[Captain Page produced a sample of the blankets complained of.] 
2010. What is the price of those blankets ?-15s. 6d. 
2011. How much cotton is in them ?—I could not analyse them immediately. It is a union blanket; 

there would be three parts or more wool. 

2012. Could you buy an imported blanket free from cotton at all ?—You could, but you would have 
to pay a very long price for it. In connexion with that scarlet skirting, the price is a little higher than 
any other can be bought for, on account of the dye. 

2013. Is not this the kind of thing the poor people at home have ?—They would be very glad to 
get such stuff. 

2014. You have a running account for five months ?—No, as a rule the Government pay within two 
or three months and take the discount. As a rule this discount is taken out in goods and sent to the 
different stations. 

The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned to to-morrow at nine o'clock. 

THURSDAY, 3RD NOVEMBER 1881. 

Present: 
E. H. CAMERON, Esq., M.P., in the Chair; 

J. C. Steel, Esq., J.P., 
J. L. Dow, Esq., M.L.A., 
Thomas Armstrong, Esq., J.P. 

Rev. F. A. Hagenauer examined. 
2015. By the Board.—Have you ever been at Coranderrk 	have been at Coranderrk many years The Rev. ago. I kept away for many years, though I have had invitations to go there ; but, being engaged asitriasazr 

manager of another station, and superintendent of nearly all the other stations, I did not wish to mix in any 
way with the Government station, and I did not come to Coranderrk ; but I have had a good deal of infor-
mation, either through the natives or through the printed reports. 

2016. Have you had anything to do with the establishment of Coranderrk ?—No, I had nothing to 
do with it, except at the Commission. I was the only witness who recommended that Coranderrk should be 
founded, and Mr. Green should be superintendent in 1862, when it was. founded. It was not founded to 
make a large station, but a school, and a committee was appointed in 1862 ; I was the only witness 
who was called and examined on the subject whether it should be a school for aboriginal children, and 
whether it would be possible to get them to come to the place. 

2017. You did not know the locality at the time ?—No ; but shortly after I went and saw the place. 
2018. After you saw it, you recommended it as a suitable place ?—No. I said in the locality some-

where. I did not fix the spot. Mr. Green did that. 

 

1 

fl 

Dr. Embling, 
Mrs. Bon. 



46 

The Re,. 	 2019. You recommended the school ?-Yes. 
P. A. Hageoa

, 
 uer, 

continued 	
2020. Previous to going there ?-Yes. 

Srd Nov. 1881. 	 2021. When you went there, you thought it was unsuitable ?-No ; the question was whether it 
was advisable in the locality of Melbourne to have a school there. The station was far away in the moun-
tains at Acheron until removed to Coranderrk. 

2022. You have not been to Coranderrk since ?-No. 
2023. Do many of the Coranderrk aborigines go to Gippsland ?-They used to do. Some came 

two or three years ago ; I am not quite certain as to time. There came deputations from the Coran-
derrk men to get my men to join them in making some demands on the Government. 

2024. Were those natives of the Yarra tribe, or brought in from other places ?-I think they were 
brought in from other places. 

2025. Did they give the reasons for leaving Coranderrk and going to your place ?-They did not 
want to leave Coranderrk. They wanted to get my men to join them in getting demands carried out by 
the Government. I have only one family which came from Coranderrk, and resides at my place. 

2026. How long is it since they left Coranderrk ?-Two years or eighteen months. 
2027. Did they belong to the Yarra tribe ?-I believe the man originally belonged to Gippsland. 

He came over when Mr. Green collected natives all over the country. He got married at the station at 
Coranderrk twice. 

2028. Did he give any reason for going back to Gippsland ?-Yes, he said it was not healthy. His 
wife died. 

2029. What was his name ?-Tommy Arnott. 
2030. There is a report to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 1879 :-" I may here 

also draw attention to a recommendation of those members of the Board who officially inspected this station 	- 
in may last. It is as follows That permission be requested from the Chief Secretary to disband and 
break up both Coranderrk and Framlingham stations, and distribute the natives now living on them 
amongst the four other stations.' " Who were those gentlemen who inspected those stations ?-Mr. Curr 
and Mr. Le Soeuf. 

2031. You have that family who went from Coranderrk there now ?-Yes, except the wife, who 
died about three weeks ago. 

2032. She resided there about two years before she died ?-Yes. 
2033. What did she die of ?-Consumption. 
2034. Had she consumption when she arrived there ?-Yes. 
2035. Did they consult Mr. Kramer ?-It was not a consultation. My report is based on a letter 

in the report to Parliament. 
2036. Did you go with Mr. Kramer to see the station ?-No, I had nothing to do with that. 
2037. Did you say what part of the colony the wife was a native of P-1 believe it was near Benalla. 	At 
2038. She was brought into Coranderrk ?-As a child. 
2039. And a Gippsland man married her there ?-Yes. 	 ' 

2040. He went of his own accord to Ramahyuck ?-I am sure of that. I did not want to keep him. 
I wrote down to Mr. Strickland to say I did not wish to have any natives from Coranderrk, because they 
would unsettle mine. 

2041. You did not refuse them a home ?-I never refuse any native a home when he comes ; but if 
I could have prevented it, I would have done so. I consider it my duty to receive every native, whoever he is. 

2042. Those were the only ones that went from Coranderrk to your place to settle ?-To settle-
except a deputation that wanted to get my people to join in a deputation to the Chief Secretary. 

2043. Was it intended, suppose the two stations, Coranderrk and Framlingham, were broken up, to 
remove them to Ramahyuck ?-No ; I suppose to the stations where the natives would choose to go ; and 
taking it from my point of view, I do not like to receive Coranderrk blacks, because their demands are so 
great. 

2044. You were in hopes to get a fair share of them ?-I was in fear of getting some of them. I 
was sent by the Government to collect those wandering ones who were living without a station. 

2045. This statement of Messrs. Curr and Le Soeuf is an untruth-" We consulted Messrs. 
Hagenauer and Balmer with reference to Coranderrk" ?-They would ask me of course, but it was hardly 
a consultation. - 

2046. "And both unequivocally condemned it as an aboriginal reserve-Mr. Hagenauer stating that 
he considered it utterly impossible for anyone to manage it satisfactorily" ?-I believe so. I believe if the 
angel Gabriel came to manage Coranderrk he would not be able to do it satisfactorily. 

2047. Did you receive £100 for your extra trouble in bringing in the blacks ?-That was the journey 	f.• 
and outfit for months all through the districts of the Wimmera, and along the Murray as far as Wentworth. 

2048. What was the result of that journey ?-It was reported to Parliament. 
2049. How many blacks did you bring in ?-I do not know. Twenty went at once to Ebenezer. 
2050. One hundred and sixty blacks were all you came across ?-That is all. 
2051. You did not get them all to join the station ?-There is no law to force them to a station. 
2052. Can you say anything with regard to Coranderrk ?-I can say nothing particular. I have 

not visited it. All I can say is the influence is of such a nature that we are afraid of them on 
the other stations. The natives read the newspapers, and say, " The Coranderrk people get this and this 
allowed ; we want that too. What is right to one is fair to another." It unsettles them on the whole. 

2053. You find that with your own ?-Both with my own and other stations. 
2054. Do you think it impossible to have Coranderrk managed properly ?-I could not undertake it. 
2055. Has it ever been managed properly ?-I have known several gentlemen who have tried it. 

The gentleman who now manages Condah very well could not manage Coranderrk. 
2056. Has it ever had a manager who managed the place well and efficiently ? Have you heard of 

any gentleman who has obtained the approbation of the Board ? Who was the first manager ?-Mr. Green. 
2057. Was he not highly spoken of as a manager ?-I have not his reports as an inspector. I could 

not say much of him. 
2058. Do you think the Coranderrk station being so near Melbourne goes against it as being well 

managed ?-I could not say that. 
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2059. Do not you think that being so near the white population acts detrimentally against managing F. A. HeagReenav  uer, 
the station properly ?-It is a temptation for the natives generally to be near a large town. 	 continued, 

2060. Do many strangers visit your own station ?-A great many. 	
3rd Nov. 1881. 

2061. Has that an injurious influence ?-It had, and I had to get the machinery set to work to prevent 
it. Excursion steamers began to run to my place on Sunday, and I had to stop it. 

2062. How did you stop it ?-I applied to the Government, and the Government stopped it. 
Captain Page issued a circular. 

2063. What did that state?-That this was an aboriginal settlement, and visitors had to get permission 
before they could visit the place, or they would be considered trespassers. I did not object to respectable 
ladies and gentlemen visiting the place. 

2064. In regard to Coranderrk, there is a great deal said about consumption at Coranderrk ; but in 
your report you find those who have never lived in any settlement suffering from consumption ?-That 
illness is all over the country. 

2065. The black man who left your station and went to Coranderrk was healthy ?-Yes. 
2066. He left your station and went to Coranderrk and came back ; why did he come back ?-For 

the sake of his wife-sbe was consumptive. 
2067. Did not you say that he said the place was unhealthy ?-Yes, he said that, and he came with 

his sick wife. 
2068. Are the blacks on your station consumptive ?-Yes, some of them. 
2069. Is it pretty prevalent there ?-I do not think it is any better or worse than the other stations. 

I am not acquainted with Coranderrk. It has been stated often that it would be better to let them 
wander. 

2070. Have you many on your stations who have been brought in from other parts of the colony ?-
From the Murray, the Wimmera, and Sydney border, and other parts. 

2071. Are they contented there ?-They are quite contented. It would be a great punishment to 
send them away. 

2072. They have got attached to you ?-Yes, but it is more the home they have. 
2073. In this report you sent in 1879 you say you came across 138, but you do not say you brought 

a single one into the station. Was that £100 given in the form of a gratuity P-I was requested (because 
there were statements made that there were 600 natives along the Murray) to see them and try to induce 
them to come to the stations. If you make a journey to the mallee, you must have some means to go on ; 
the journey would take months. The journey was through the mallee down to Wentworth. We were two 
men. We had to take a conveyance and horses, which cost money. 

2074. Did you bring in one black ?-They went in to other stations ; to Ebenezer and even to 
Coranderrk. 

2075. Do you know anything further about the discontent of the people at Coranderrk ?-No. 
2076. I understood that the Board gave you a £100 cheque ?-No, I never got a sixpence. 
2077. By Captain Page.-Do you think the half-caste girls should be allowed to go out into service ?-I 

have stated in several reports I think it is a very dangerous thing. We have to receive them back again 
with babies. 

2078. By the Board.-If they were placed in respectable families, where they would have proper super-
intendence, is it not possible they would be very much better off than on the station ?-Yes ; and the men 
should be treated in the same way. 

2079. Supposing four of your young girls of good character wanted to go as servants, would you not 
endeavor to get places for them ?-Yes. 

2080. Have you any power to restrain them after they are eighteen years of age ?-No. It is a 
question that has often bothered me, what will become of those half-castes ? 

2081. Is that not the only way to solve the question-place them with Christian families, with some 
gentleman or ladies to look after them, instead of living at Coranderrk ?-I believe that is the only prospect 
we have. Half-castes should be raised, and not be brought down to the level of the blacks. 

2082. Seeing you have no control over them after they are eighteen, would it not be your bounden 
duty to draw them into the white population ?-Yes. 

2083. By Captain Page.-You think the best thing to do is to send them out to service ?-No, 
not send them out to service, but it could be permissive under certain circumstances. I must say honestly 
I went even so far as to say that half-caste orphan children should not be left with the blacks at all. I 
arranged with the Orphan Asylum at Brighton to see that they should take the half-caste orphans and 
keep them from the blacks altogether. 

2084. Do you think a hospital would be a proper thing to have on the stations ?-I can give full 
information. I had several times sick rooms for them, but they refused to use them. I also went four or five 
years ago to Melbourne and got my friends to collect money and built one with five rooms. I asked one to 
go in and he objected ; be would rather sleep outside. The hospital, though furnished, remained empty. 
They would not go in. They said, "You will kill us." A hospital would also require white attendance. 

2085. At Coranderrk they pay for their meat ?-Yes. 
2086. Do you think that is a good plan to encourage them to do so or not ?-It is a better plan if 

you pay them wages. We, on our stations, have never had sufficient funds to do that. 
2087. In your clothing and rations, do you get sufficient ?-I think so. 
2088. Of proper quality ?-The qualities are very good and suitable for the natives. I do not 

know bow much we could expect from the Board. I do not know the amount of funds they have, but the 
natives are well provided, both with food and clothes. They might take more if they could get it, but I 
do not know if the rules and regulations, which had the Governor's sanction long ago, are still in existence. 
Those rules stated that it was not supposed that the Parliament of Victoria should supply and support the 
natives entirely, but that the men should make some efforts towards the support of their wives and children; 
and it said boots are not to be supplied, so we never apply for them. 

2089. By the Board.-Do you know the number of that clause about limiting the supply ?-It is a 
circular. 

2090. Do the natives wear no boots ?-Those men who get wages buy them, and I get them for the 
children if they wish so. 
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The Rev. 	 2091. By Captain Page.-It has been stated that the Board is antagonistic to the blacks and I am F. A. Ha genauer, 
onted, their enemy ?-That is not the case ; it is quite different, as you will see by my report and those of the 

3rd Nov. 1881. other missionaries, and also in my report which will be printed next week. I have had to deal with Mr. 
Brough Smyth and his iron rule, and the successive officers, and the business has never been so promptly 
attended to as now. Every letter is answered, and every request has been granted within reasonable bounds. 
The members of the Board investigate matters carefully. I speak quite independently, I get no salary from 
the Government. 

2092. By the Board.-You say that if they work for wages they supply themselves ?-Yes. 
2093. Supposing the regulation is that they shall receive wages and supply themselves and family 

with food ?-I speak about boots and extra luxuries. 
2094. Supposing a man cannot work for a whole week on account of the wet, would you supply 

him with meat or let him starve ?-I believe mine is the only station which is self-supporting in meat, and 
my rule is this : if it rains or a man is sick I supply him with a certain amount of meat every morning, 
but if a man objects to work I withhold his meat. It is the rule of the place, but every one in the place can 
get his meals in the orphan-house. 

2095. That means that the blacks are not to suffer in consequence of wet weather ?-No. 
2096. In no case do they buy their own meat ?-No, not at my place, except they want to buy 

some sausages from the butchers. 
2097. Do you allow your men to run in debt with storekeepers ?-That is a difficult thing to 

prevent. I have paid their debts once, and I tell them, " If you run in debt a second time I will not 
help you." 

2098. Supposing a man wants meat and he has no money ?-I supply him. 
2099. Supposing there is an old man who is suffering from the infirmities of age, would you give 

him a half ration of meat instead of a full ration ?-No, the sick and old get a full ration. 
2100. What is your ration ?-Three pounds of meat per day for each family. If there is a large 

family we supply more ; that is because I have the meat ; if I had not had the meat I could not give it. 
2101. Do you say that if any able-bodied man refused to work you keep the beef from him ?-Yes; 

not the children, they can have it if they choose. 
2102. Is the beef the only ration you keep from a man because he does not work ?-No ; the family 

gets their rations, but if a man refuses to work he loses his rations. 
2103. I suppose a kind firmness is the cure for obstinacy on the part of the blacks?-One has to be firm. 

I remember, in one instance, they complained to Captain Page, and the matter was investigated, and they 
apologized. I took them into the church and said, " Let us investigate the matter." The man himself 
wrote to Captain Page, and begged his pardon for having made a mistake. 

2104. They are amenable to reason ?-It takes a long time. The worst influence is that of low 
white men. I have had men coming to me and saying, " Such and such a man," a low white man, " tells 
us those cattle are ours ; we are going to take this cow and sell it." They believe what the white people 
tell them. 

2105. You get no salary from the Government ?-No, I get a salary from the church. 
2106. Do you think that good discipline is necessary for the welfare of the station ?-You will not 

be able to do anything if you do not keep up discipline. It is the only thing possible to manage them. It 
is by kindness we must treat them ; that is the foundation. You have do do exactly as you would do in 
your own family. You must be firm. It is impossible not to be firm. 

2107. Dr. Gibson states that hunting is a precarious mode of eeking out a living, and that sleeping 
out is injurious ?-I have two doctors who visit my station and charge nothing. 

2108. How far do they reside from the station ?-Fourteen miles. They take it as a matter of 
Christian kindness. They told me when a young man began to be sick, " Let him go for a fortnight along 
the lakes, hunting." 

2109. Not to lie out at night ?-No. 
2110. They are obliged to go out hunting at Coranderrk to make their meat spin out ?-Many go 

hunting for pleasure. I have supplied them with full meat, the finest mutton you could have, and after 
they have had their dinner they would go out and roast a wallaby or opossum. 

2111. On our visit there was no animal food on the station, except a small native bear and piece of 
wallaby ?-I have known them put salt beef behind the house and say, " We do not like salt beef." 

The witness withdrew. 

Captain A. M. A. Page examined. 
Captain A. M. A. 	2112. By the Board.-You are general superintendent of the aboriginal stations ?-Inspector and 

l'ae 	secretary. 3rd Nov. 1881. 
2113. How long have you been in that position ?-1877 I commenced duty. 
2114. Under the Aboriginal Board ?-Yes. 
2115. Have you to do with all the stations ?-All over the country. 
2116. When did you visit Coranderrk first ?-I think about a week after I was appointed. 
2117. Were you ever there before ?-Yes, in 1870 and 1871, I think. 
2118. Were you there officially ?-No, I was passing the place and called in. 
2119. How do you consider Coranderrk managed locally ?--By the present manager ? 
2120. Yes ?-I think he is doing his best ; that is all I can say. It is impossible for any man to 

manage it at the present time. 
2121. Is the authority divided at Coranderrk between two or three ?-It has lately got divided. It 

ought not to be divided. Mr. Strickland is sole manager, Harris is the overseer ; but to a certain extent 
Harris is the manager of everything except the station itself. 

2122. Has he full control ?-Not properly. 
2123. If Mr. Strickland should say he has nothing to do with the farm work, and has no control 

over Mr. Harris, would he be telling the truth ?-He has the control, but he has never taken it. He 
considers Harris has to do with the farm work ; he does not control him, though he ought to control him. 

2124. What is Harris supposed to be ?-Farm overseer. 
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2125. Is there a hop manager besides ?-No. 
2126. Who is next ?-The schoolmaster, Mr. Deans. 
2127. Has he anything to do with the station except the school ?-No. 
2128. Has he any right to interfere with anything except the school ?-No ; simply the school. 
2129. Has Mr. Strickland any supervision over him ; can he dictate to him ?-Not with the school. 
2130. What control has he over him ?-As the manager, he must see that he does the work at the 

proper time. He has no control over the school. 
2131. Has Harris to account for everything he does to Mr. Strickland-does he deliver the produce 

of the farm to Mr. Strickland ?-He would not deliver it to him ; he would deliver it to be sent to town. 
He gives an account to Mr. Strickland, and it is sent down. 

2132. Has Harris any power to sell ?-No. 
2133. Has Mr. Strickland ?-Not unless he gets authority. 
2134. You allow him to sell and then report ?-Not as a rule. I do not know any occasion when 

there has been a question on the subject. There has never been anything to sell except hops, and they 
come down to town. 

2135. There was evidence came before us at Coranderrk that Mr. Strickland sold a pair of wheels ; 
had he authority to sell them ?-I do not know anything about them that I remember. 

2136. Was it ever reported to you ?-I do not remember anything about it. 
2137. Supposing Mr. Strickland has sold the wheels and got the money for them and has not 

reported it to you or given you the money for the Board, it would be wrong ?-Decidedly. 
2138. How is the clothing allotted to the Coranderrk station ?-You mean the quantity for each ? 
2139. Yes ?-There is no particular quantity allowed. 
2140. Have you any guard against one getting more than another ?-No, because he might require 

more than another ; it is left to the manager to distribute fairly. One man might wear out the clothes and 
another might not. 

2141. How many suits do you think they would require ?-Perhaps two suits a year. 
2142. You make provision for that ?-Yes, more if required ; there is no limit to it. 
2143. Have you any check upon the delivery of this clothing to the natives ; in other words, can Mr. 

Strickland give or keep from them as he likes without your knowledge ?-I could not tell very well whether 
it is served out to them, but it goes up. A man might want a pair of trousers-Mr. Strickland could say he 
would not give them. I do not know why he should do so. 

2144. Supposing he says he gave two suits of clothing in twelve months, and the blacks say they 
only got one, have you any means of proving who is right ?-That is a return I get monthly from the 
station-[handing in a paper]. 

2145. Does it give the names of each person ?-No. 
2146. That is sent down to the Board each month ?-Yes, from each station. 
2147. You could not prove then, to us, that these blacks are done justice to in the shape of allotting 

clothes ?-No, not very well; he keeps a book in which he puts down everything served out and the name 
of the person. In all these stations one must put some confidence in the manager. 

2148. In the retutns from the other stations, are the names of the recipients mentioned ?-Just the 
same as that. 

2149. Have you not only one other station ?-I have nineteen other stations. I do not get them 
from the small local guardians every month, but from the regular stations. In some there are only six 
people, and it is not worth while. 

2150. Do you make ample provision for all men, women, and children ?-Yes. It is done this way : 
I send round, early in the year, telling all the station people to send in their requisitions for clothing for 
the ensuing year. I send up almost exactly what they ask for ; that goes out, and afterwards, if anything 
is wanted, as it is continually, they send for more things, and they go up too. 

2151. What month do they generally go up ?-The greater amount of clothing goes up in May 
or June. 

2152. A great deal is left to the discretion of the manager ?-A great deal. It must be left. 
2153. You say the requisition is sent down every year for clothing ?-Yes. 
2154. I find here, in 1878, there are twelve invoices of goods supplied to Coranderrk-January, 

£17 1 1 s. 8d. ; February, 15s. 2d. ; later on, in April, £12 14s. 7d.; May, £71 9s. 5d. ; May 29th, 
£152 12s. 10d. ; and so on-you do not get it in the lump and send it up ?-You see the £71 and £152 
were ordered at the same time, but sent up separately. Some things had to be made, or perhaps the dray 
could not take it all up. 

2155. Three different items were sent in October ?-That depends ; when they sent down for these 
things, they are sent up. 

2156. Do you keep the letters of application ?-I do not after the requisition is finished with. 
2157. Who examines these invoices to see that the quantity of articles is received ?-It goes up to 

the station. Mr. Strickland has to check it off, and certify that he has received these articles. It then 
comes back to me. I check everything, and copy the account. It is sent to the Treasury, and, if it is 
wrong, it comes back again. 

2158. You would not send it if Mr. Strickland did not write ?-I should, if they wanted it. I might 
go to the station, and find that they wanted things, and I would send them up. 

2159. Mr. Strickland ought to be the proper person to tell you what is wanted ?-So lie is. 
2160. If he applies to you, his letter is your authority to send the things to show the Board ?-

I should not send them unless they are wanted. 
2161. Do they complain to you they do not get enough clothing ?-I have never heard a complaint 

about the clothing ; never once. 
2162. Have you observed them in want of clothing 2-Never. 
2163. Do you think they are always wearing as good clothes as the laboring people in general do?- 

I think they are quite as good. 
2164. What are the trousers made of ?-Moleskin. 
2165. Are they never allowed woollen trousers ?-No. 

CORANDERRK. 

Captain A. St. A. 
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captain A. AL A. 	 2166. Do you allow sufficient flannel for the men and women's underclothing ?-There is flannel 
co 

Page 	sent up, exactly what is asked for. ntanu'ed, 
3rd Nov. 1881. 	 2167. Is it sent up in the piece ?-In the piece, to be made up. - 

2168. Supposing that the blacks-the male blacks-say they do not get any flannels at all, would it 
be correct ?-It would be very untrue. 

2169. Have you any way of proving that they get it ?-That can be proved in this way. I am up 
there continually, and I have never heard a complaint about the clothing. 

2170. When they say that their wives make their petticoats into flannel shirts for the men-is that 
true ?-I could not say ; I could not say that was true. I have not seen them do it, and I never heard of 
it. I will tell you how that mistake might be made-the women come for the clothing. A certain quantity 
of flannel is served out, and the men may consider that all the flannel is meant for the women. 

2171. Should he put down in the book so many yards for so-and-so, and so many yards for his wife ? 
-He ought to. I have ordered him the other day to make them sign for everything. 

2172. Has he kept a book ?-He has kept a book; whether he puts down for each man and woman 
I do not know ; he is considered a thoroughly honest man. 

2173. Have you any means of showing that that statement about the wives' 'petticoats is false, that 
they received sufficient quantity to keep them in flannel shirts ?-I could not say at the present moment. 

2174. It might be rather unsatisfactory if they can turn round on the manager and say, "If you 
received flannel from Melbourne, you have not served it out to us"?-Yes. 

2175. How is it that in other Government institutions all Government stores are marked and it is 
not done in Coranderrk ?-The natives objected to have them marked. 

2176. You believe the blacks would object to the Government brand on the blankets ?-I do not 
think they would like it. 

2177. Do the expenses of Coranderrk compare favorably with other stations ?-More expensive. 
2178. What is that to be attributed to ?-They get more. 
2179. How does Framlingham compare ?-Coranderrk gets more than Framlingham. 
2180. More per head ?-More per head. 
2181. Do you consider that they are supplied with ample food ?-Yes ; and ample clothing. With 

reference to the rations, there can be no doubt about that. 
2182. Are they supplied in the same manner in which the clothing is supplied-that is, you send 

sufficient up to the manager and leave it to his discretion to allot it ?-He allots it. The farm overseer is 
always there to see it issued. 

2183. Have the blacks complained to you they were not getting enough to eat ?-Never, except 
about the meat. 

2184. Are they telling the truth when they say that they run out of flour and sugar sometimes on 
Wednesday and sometimes on Thursday, so that they are sometimes two or three days short of flour and 
sugar ?-If they run short, they ought not to do so. The ration they receive consists of 10 Dia. of flour, 
2 lbs. of sugar, 4  lb. of tea, rice, and oatmeal. That is the ration that is given on all the stations to work-
men, and has always been considered enough. 

2185. Are those paid out to the families and individuals regularly every Saturday ?-Every 
Saturday, in the presence of Mr. Harris. 

2186. Is the quantity that each family or individual receives put down in the book ?-In certain 
houses there are certain people ; they know the amount for each family, and that is put down in the book. 

2187. Does the man attach his name to that-does he sign the book that he got it ?-No. 
2188. At least thirteen out of the fifteen said they were not getting enough-that they ran out of food 

sometimes on Wednesday and sometimes on Thursday ?-One says he runs out of flour ; the next one out 
of sugar, and he borrows from his neighbor. I do not understand that. 

2189. In this ease everyone said they borrowed from their neighbor. They were asked if their 
neighbor got more than they could eat, and they said they did not know. Would it benefit the manager 
by depriving them of those rations ?-Not a bit ; just the other way. 

2190. How would it injure him ?-He would be blamed for it. Mr. Harris is present when the 
rations are served out, and he says that frequently they make a mistake in the house, and the blacks always 
weigh their own rations. 

2191. With reference to meat, have they to get the supply themselves with their own earnings ?- 
Some four years ago the blacks were being found in everything-half-castes as well. The Board thought 
something ought to be done to encourage them to have a little independence. The matter was talked over, 
and it was proposed that, instead of finding them in everything, the Board should stop their meat and give 
them extra payment. According to a certain scale, they were getting then twopence-farthing an hour ; it 
was proposed to increase that, giving a man a halfpenny an hour extra. If a man was married he would 
have an extra halfpenny and a halfpenny for every child over ten years-under ten, they would get a 
farthing if the child was over two. 

2192. That was to compensate for the loss of their meat ?-Yes. 
2193. Have they to find anything else out of that ?-No. 
2194. No furniture ?-They find what they like-that halfpenny is for their meat. 
2195. Have you ever calculated whether their earnings are enough every week to get sufficient 

meat ?-Yes. I calculated that, up to the end of September in this year, it rained on sixty-four days, I think. 
If we deduct the Sundays that will be thirty-nine days, and take off thirty-five whole days when they 
could not work at all, that will be a good percentage. If they do that they ought to have made £14, after 
paying for their meat. 

2196. What do the wages average a week ?-About eight shillings a week. 
2197. What wages have been paid during this nine months ?-I could not tell at this moment. 
2198. Mr. Harris tells us they were often compelled to leave off work on account of the rain ?-

I am speaking of the year all through. 
2199. What do you get your calculations from ?-From the returns of the rain at Coranderrk. 
2200. How many days a week are they supposed to work ?-Five days and a half, I suppose. 

I calculated five days and a half until Saturday noon. I can only judge of them as with a white man. If 
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he chooses to work there is the money for him. If they choose to go fishing it is not likely they can make Captain
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2201. Do you know anything about their dealings with the butchers-do they get justice ?-They. 3rd 
Nov. 1881. 

would not_be interfered with about that. I spoke to one man about that-a half-caste. When Mr. Vale 
went up he made some remark, and the man was quite indignant about it. He said, " What business was 
it of Mr. Vale's.?" 

2202. What sort of sugar do they have ?-All the rations sent up are the same as are sent to first- 
class stations up the country. 

2203..They say they cannot get sugar in Healesville fit to eat ?-They do not get sugar in 
Healesville. 

2204. In what way are those moneys paid-are they paid once a week ?-Once a quarter, except in 
hop time ; we pay more frequently then. They get paid for two months, but they get paid once a quarter. 

2205. Are they satisfied they get what they are entitled to P-I fancy so. I have never heard any 
complaint. Mr. Harris puts down the time. There is a check kept on him. 

2206. Morgan's evidence is :-" What wages do you make now ?-For the last two months I have 
been paid £1 18s. 11d.-When were you paid last ?-Last week sometime we were paid.-Do you know 
how much a week you get ?-No.-Do you work all the time ?-We work in fine weather. We lose time 
to get wood. In wet weather we do not get any payments.-Do you know that that is only six shillings 
and four-pence a week-have you to pay for the meat out of that ?-Yes ; I am in debt now-I am in 
debt £1 12s.-Then you could not have been working all the time ; in wet weather you do not get any-
thing ?-Mr. Harris would be able to tell you, because he has it all down in a book. He tells you when 
you .are away."-Then Mr. Harris was called in (To Mr. Harris.)-Morgan informs us that during 

the last two months he only earned £1 18s. 11d., can you inform us why he did not earn more in the 
two months ?-The wet weather.-Has it been weft  ?-June and July.-He says he was paid last week 
for the last two months ?-That was for June and July."-They get no payment iu wet weather, and yet 
they are supposed to eat meat ?-I tell you they could have cleared £14 up to the end of September, inde-
pendent of buying their meat. 

2207. Would there be any difficulty in paying them monthly ?-No. It has been the rule always 
to pay them that way. They might at one time of the year have a little difficulty. We have not always 
sufficient money in hand at the end of the year. 

2208. Do you often see them going barefooted P-I have seen them going barefooted, but not 
through not having any boots. 

2209. When I visited the station Mr. Strickland told me it was on account of the supplies not 
having arrived ; that was in May ?-The stores do not come up till the end of June. 

2210. Are they compelled to work ?-We cannot compel them to do anything. 
2211. I mean as to the rations, is there no check P-They are supposed to,be stopped if a man can 

work and will not work, but we do not do anything 
2212. You do not deduct any rations if they will not work ?-It has been done. 
2213. The meat is never knocked off unless they refuse to work ?-They donot get meat in the 

rations. 
2214. Is it true that poor old William, the chief, had his ration of meat knocked off because he 

attended the deputation to Mr. Berry ?-No, I do not believe it. 
2215. Would it be any gain to Mr. Strickland to stop the rations ?-No, he would have made an 

enemy of the man for no good. Such a thing as this may have happened : the man may have been 
absent and did not get his back rations. Some of them will draw their rations on a Saturday and go away. 

2216. What was the reason of the new regulation for the meat ; was it not that they could not get 
the blacks to work without a new regulation after Mr. Green left. Is not that the real reason why the 
new regulation with regard to the meat was introduced to get the blacks to work P-No. 

2217. What was the reason ?-To make them feel a little independent ; to encourage them to be 
independent. There were so many half-castes there doing nothing ; there was nothing to encourage them 
to work. They got all the food ready to hand. It was a very bad way. 

2218. Has it had the effect of making them feel independent ?-I do not know that it has. 
2219. Are not a good many of them in debt P-If they will not work well, that is their own fault. 
2220. Is it not because they are not paid regularly ?-They have always been paid in the same way. 
2221. How is it that the station is not now having a surplus of meat like Mr. Hagenauer's ?- 

Mr. Hagenauer has got a beautiful country. 
2222. How is it that Coranderrk is not able to keep itself in meat, and have a supply ?-Because 

we cannot keep the stock in the place. 
2223. Why not P-On account of the fencing. As fast as the fencing is put up it is chopped down. 
2224. Has it ever been fenced ?-A great part of it is fenced ; but if they will not respect one part, 

they will not respect another. We have got some of it fenced. 
2225. Might they not look upon it as a common until it is completely fenced in ?-I do not know 

why they should do it, but they do it. There are some parts fenced. There is a fine paddock along the 
Badger, but they cannot keep the cattle there. 

2226. If that were your own property, would you not have the place fenced in ?-That is a different 
thing, in this way : the blacks are there, and seem to go in with the people round. They do not seem 
to care. 

2227. Was not a thousand pounds passed some time ago for fencing ?-I never heard of it. 
2228. Is it not mentioned in the Royal Commission that such a thing did take place, and a member 

of the Royal Commission stepped in and prevented its being expended. Is it a fact that you suspended 
works believing that the station would be broken up P-I did not suspend works. We did not go on with 
improvements. 

2229. What was the reason you did not go on. ?-Because the Board had requested the Chief 
Secretary to do away with the station, and it was believed he intended to do so. In the meantime, 
the Board did not think they were justified in going on with improvements. 

2230. Is that the reason the huts were not put up sooner ?-.-That is the reason. 
2231. Would that apply also to the place not being fenced in P7-No. 
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Captain Captain A. M. A. 	 2232. The reason for not fencing the station in is, you think it would not keep the cattle in-they 
Page ' would break down the fence ?-If we had black labor to go on with, the place would have been done by conttued, 

3rd Nov
n

. 1881. degrees ; but 1 was never satisfied to see the fence go up. I thought it was waste of labor. 
2233. Do you think it would provide the place with meat all the year round if it was fenced ?-I 

think it would if we had white stockmen. 

2234. Ought the Board to have a white stockman ?-They ought, but they would object to it very 
much to employ white labor for stock work. 

2235. Have you power to hire a stockman ?-Yes, we have the power. 
2236. Have you not good stockmen on the station among the half-castes ?-Very bad stockmen. 
2237. Are the blacks allowed to keep cattle of their own ?-Yes, they do, and horses. 
2238. Is there any limit ?-They have never been refused to keep any. 
2239. Could one man keep a dozen and another none ?-At the present time he could. There will 

have to be a limit somewhere. 

2240. What do you think of the site of the station ?-I think it is a very unhealthy place myself. 
2241. The site of the village ?-The site of the village. 
2242. Why ?-I have been there so many times when it has been damp and foggy and cold. 
2243. More so than the township of Healesville ?-I think it is. 
2244. If it were to be put up to auction to-morrow would it not find purchasers P-I think it would. 
2245. Do you know what Mr. Jennings estimates the value of that land at ?-No. 
2246. Who was stockman ?-We had two or three of them. Wandon was the last. 
2247. Did you dismiss him ?-Yes. 

2248. Why ?-I found, on going up there, there were always a number of cattle there, and the gates 
open, and the fences down. I complained of this to Mr. Harris and Mr. Strickland, and they made 
enquiries as to what this man did. I found that he did not repair the fences, or look after the gates, and 
that most of his time was spent down at Mrs. Mallory's place at the bridge ; also, that he was getting 
tipped from outside people not to turn their cattle off. 

2249. Did you investigate those accusations ?-There was nothing to investigate-there were the facts. 
2250. Do you ride over the run when you are there ?-I go about the run. 
2251. The complaint is that the fences are being knocked down by the neighbors ?-I do not 

know who they are. I cannot prove who it is. 
2252. It is not likely people would come a great distance to do that ?-I cannot say. 
2253. Why do you not set a watch?-We have. 
2254. A great quantity of strange cattle come there ?-A great quantity. 
2255. Do you know whether the omnibus horses come up ?-I do not know. 
2256. Do you impound ?-I have told them to impound, but they do not. 
2257. Did Mr. Harris ask you to put up a notice 	told him. 
2258. Did Mr. Harris recommend that Wandon should be dismissed from the position ?-He said he 

was no use ; he recommended him to be dismissed. 
2259. You have not investigated the case at all, except what you were told by Mr. Strickland and 

Mr. Harris ?-I saw for myself. 
2260. How do you know he was to blame ?-I saw he was to blame  ;  the fences were down. 
226]. The man was condemned unheard ?-I saw for myself that the fences were down. 
2262. You do not know whether they were knocked down ?-I do not know what you mean. 
2263. If he was to blame he ought to be dismissed  ;  but, unless you could prove it, he ought not to 

be dismissed ?--I did prove it. The fences were down and the cattle were in, and his time was passed 
chiefly at Mrs. Mallory's. 

2264. You did not ask the man ?-I may have done so. 
2265. You did not try another ?-No, I gave it up  ;  it was no use trying. 
2266. The cattle have decreased a great number ?-Yes. 
2267. When Mr. Green left, you had over 400 head ?-Very likely. I do not think they were 

mustered when Mr. Green left. 

2268. Why do they not milk the cows to supply the people with milk, butter, and cheese ?-They 
can milk the cows if they like  ;  but there has always been a cry-out about those cows. There used to be 
one to each family. I went up on one occasion, and I think there were thirty cows in milk. I went up to 
the stockyard to see how the calves looked and I found five in. I enquired and found that one night they 
would put in one lot and another night another lot ; the consequence was that all the cows were being 
ruined. 

2269. Have they any place to keep milk in if they wish to make butter ?-I do not know that 
they have. 

2270. Do you know what becomes of the milk  now  ?-It all goes down to the house. 
2271. What would eight cows give ?-It depends upon the cow. 
2272. Would five quarts be a low estimate ?--Ten quarts,  I  should think. 
2273. So far as we can gather, all that milk goes down to the house  ;  and a large proportion is made 

into butter ?-Is that stated by the black men ? 
2274. Yes, and Mr. Strickland confirmed it. Have you heard at all that the skim-milk is allowed 

to what they call the " weaners," that is, women weaning babies-half a cup once a day ?--I never heard it. 
2275. Can each family keep a cow ?-That used to be the case, but when I found they were ruining 

the cows, I put a man on to milk. 

2276. Do not you think it was owing to a deficiency in the management that they were using the 
cows improperly ?-The manager could not make them do anything. 

2277. Harris says, "I made a beginning to fence, and Captain Page stopped me ;" is that right ?-
Perfectly untrue. When you were up the other day, I sent for him and asked him if that was correct he 
said it was not correct, but he was not allowed to explain. 

2278. He says he suggested other improvements, such as planting additional hops, and the 
suggestion was not received ?-He would not be allowed to make such suggestions. He knows the opinion 
of the Board, that if we had a few less acres it would be better. All the men's time is taken up with the 
hops ; we have no men for other work. 
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2279. Have the hops been remunerative ?-Yes, it pays well enough, but we have too much of it ; Captain A. N. A.  

we cannot do anything else.
Page  

[Mrs. Bon handed in the following letter from Harris 	22nd October 1881, Coranderrk. To 3rd Nov. 
Mrs. Bon. From Thomas Harris.-I was requested to come to Melbourne by Captain Page. I went, 
and got a reprimanding from Mr. Curr ; told me that I had gone direct against the Board, that I had done 
wrong. Leaving the office, told Captain Page if there was anything to go up I would take it. I got my 
ticket and came to Richmond-to Kew. Captain Page came to the Junction Hotel, O'Shaughnessy's-
' What the mischief brought you out here ; came out like others to make more mischief, like others.' I 
want this to be made known, what the Board has done with me on the quiet. Several have advised me 
to write that are interested in the blacks.-I remain, truly, (Sd.) THOMAS HARRIS. 21 October 1881. 
When I was called to Melbourne. There is not one man on the station that ever saw Captain Page out 
on the run, as he stated to me that he had unknown to me. I hope I shall hear from some one again. They 
may call me down again, if they hear more about it. Try to upset me more. I remain, truly, (Sd.) 
TROIKAS HARRIS." 

2280. Is that allegation true ?-No, perfectly untrue. 
2281. Did you call him down to town ?-I sent for him to town with reference to this article in the 

paper, and asked him if he made those statements. He commenced to prevaricate. Mr. Curr took down 
what he said ; and it was read over to him, and he said it was what he said. The man knew perfectly 
well what he was about. 

2282. He admitted making the statements that appeared in the paper ?-He admitted to a certain 
extent. 

2283. Did you follow the man to Kew ?-Yes ; I made an appointment with him I said, " I will 
come down to the coach office ; will you be there ? " He said, " I will. ' When I got there I had a parcel, 
and the coachman said, " I think Harris has gone out to Kew. I will take the parcel." I said, " I have 
got money here ; I will go out to Kew to see him." I got on the coach, and came up with Harris at Kew. 
I said, " What are you doing here ; are you making more mischief in this part of the country ? " 

2284. Was not that rather an irregular proceeding, taking down what Harris said ?-I did not 
understand that it was this Board that went to Coranderrk. 

2285. What was the object of your writing to him ?-I saw the article in the Argus. There was 
no intimidation in it. 

2286. There can be only one conclusion come to, that you wished to intimidate him ?-I do not see 
it at all. I did not speak to him about the Board. I simply spoke to him about what appeared in the  • 
Argus. I made no remark at all upon the evidence taken by the Board. 

2287. Did his evidence before the Board differ from his assertions to you ?-Yes, very much. 
2288. Did you follow him to Kew to find fault with him for his statement ?-No, simply to give 

him the parcel and money. We had parted on good terms. 
2289. Was it owing to his not being at the coach that you had to follow him ?-Yes. 
2290. What did you say to him-did you speak to him about anything else but the message ?-

I said, " What are you doing here ; are you making more mischief up here ?" 
2291. What answer did he give you ?-He said he came out to see a friend. 
2292. You say there is a great difficulty in getting the men to work. In the report for 1879 there 

is a return of the number of bushels of hops picked by each, in which it is shown that the aborigines were 
quite equal to the whites and Chinese ?-They can work capitally, but that is contract work-they get so 
much a bushel for picking. 

2293. Would not that system always do ?-No ; I do not think you could do it at Coranderrk. If 
we had work like fences to do the system would do, but we have not the men to do it. 

2294. Do you think increasing the ground under hops would pay, if you were to bring in white 
labor P-I would not like to say that. I do not know what white labor would cost. 

2295. Do you approve of having white labor among the blacks at Coranderrk ?-I do not approve 
of it, but I do not see how we are going to do without it. 

2296. Are you obliged to employ white labor at the time of picking hops ?-Yes ; we must do it 
then. Lately we have been employing Chinese as much as possible ; they make the best pickers. Do they 
interfere with the blacks ?-No, not at all. White people used to come into the village, and we could not 

4 	tell what was going on. Chinese give much more satisfaction. 
2297. Is there a strict supervision kept over the girls when those people are employed about the 

station ?-Yes, always. 
1 	 2298. 'Who superintends them ?-Mrs. Strickland and the daughters. 

2299. Are they allowed to wander about the bush by themselves ?-No. 
2300. Has Mr. Strickland instructions to prevent that as much as possible ?-Yes. 
2301. You never heard any complaint that they were not properly looked after ?-No. 
2302. Have they been growing any vegetables on the station?-Potatoes were put in last year, and 

they were a failure ; they were a failure everywhere about that place I believe. With reference to other 
vegetables, I have been told they will not grow ; seeds go up. 

2303. What kind of seeds ?-All sorts-cabbage, onions, and other things. 
2304. Harris is the farm superintendent ?-Yes. 
2305. Does not he grow potatoes ?-We have grown potatoes, but last year the crop was lost. 
2306. Was there sufficient the year before ?-We had a fair crop. 
2307. Did they complain to you, at any time, of not getting vegetables, potatoes and cabbages in 

particular P-I do not remember having any complaint. I will not say they have not done so, because I 
4 	 have sent up potatoes at times. 

2308. Could Harris grow any kind of vegetables he liked for the benefit of the station ?-The seeds 
are up there ; he is ordered to put in certain things. 

2309. Has he the power of making a drain if he believed the water would rot the potatoes ?- 
Certainly he has the power of doing it, if there is anything he mentions that is necessary. 

2310. Can he do it with the labor on the station ?-Yes, he certainly has the power. 
2311. He has the power to grow vegetables if he wishes it ?-Yes, he has this power : he takes 

the number of men that he wants ; what he does not want he gives to Mr. Strickland. 

P. 
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Captain A. M. A. 	2312. Has he ever complained that he could not, for the want of labor, carry on the farm properly, 
Rage, 	exclusive of the hops ?-He may have done that last year. He complained when it was too late. continued, 

3rd Nov. 1881. 	 2313. In planting potatoes, can he plant them in drills or do as he likes ?-He can do as he likes. 
2314. Can he choose any portion of the ground he likes ?-So long as it is fenced in. He knows 

more about the land than I do. He has said, " I will put in potatoes there, I think," and I have said, 
" Very well." 

2315. Supposing he says that oats would be better here, and barley there, could he do that ?- 
Certainly. 

2316. If he thought proper, could he put in the potatoes at any time of the year he chooses ?-Any 
time he likes. He knows the place and the season. If he suggested a thing, I would carry it out for him. 

2317. Does he consult Mr. Strickland ?-He never consults Mr. Strickland about the planting. 
2318. Cannot they grow cabbage, beans, or parsnips at Coranderrk ?-I have seen very few there. 
2319. Is it an impossibility ?-I do not say that. I have sent up plenty of seed, but very few 

vegetables have been grown. 
2320. Do they make jam now ?-Yes. I assure you there is plenty of jam made every year. 
2321. Where is the fruit got from?-The garden. 
2322. Do they put it in pots or buckets or what ?-I know they made any quantity of jam. I have 

sent up any number of pots. 
2323. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that the jam gets to the natives ?-Yes. 
2324. Have you seen it ?-Yes, I saw them eating it. 
2325. On more than one occasion ?-On many occasions. 
2326. Where do they make their jam-on their own places ?-Mrs. Strickland makes it herself. I 

am speaking of the children. 
2327. Do you make any report when you visit the station ?-Not always. 
2328. You heard me asking Mr. Jennings yesterday what are the duties and powers of the Board ? 

-The Act lays down the duties and powers of the Board. 

The witness withdrew. 

r. 	 . 

Charles 
3rd Nov.1881. ; 

Charles Millist examined. 

2329. What are you ?-Draper. 
2330. Where do you live ?-Kew. 
2331. Do you know anything about Coranderrk-have you ever visited Coranderrk ?-Several 

times ; not within the last seven or eight years. 
2332. Do you know anything of the black people at Coranderrk ?-I have camped on the station, 

but not within the last seven years. 
2333. You have not been near the station during the last seven years-have you had any dealings 

with the station during the last seven years ?-I have had dealings through the shop. 
2334. Did they buy clothes at your place?-Once or twice. Mrs. Bon brought in a family one day; 

they were wanting clothes, and she bought them. 
2335. How many ?-A man and wife and some children. 
2336. Were they in need of clothing ?-It was a cold night. They really wanted some extra 

clothes on. The woman was in a kind of white cotton frock, not fit for her to wear. It was no use to her. 
She had a baby in her arms. Mrs. Bon bought a shawl for this woman, and a jacket for each of the 
children. 

2337. Who paid you for those.things ?-Mrs. Bon. 
2338. How long ago is that ?-Two or three years ago. I remember her coming in again with a 

poor fellow, and she got something for him. 
2339. Do you remember a dying man who wanted a blanket ?-Yes. Your son (Mrs. Bon) came 

down with a black boy. He was the picture of misery. He had been round to get a night's lodging, and 
they would not have anything to do with him. 

2340. Where did he come from ?-From the Melbourne Hospital. 
2341. How long was he in the hospital ?-I could not say. I know he got a blanket on 12th May 

1879 in the name of Jim Webster. 
2342. Had he shoes on ?-I could not say. He was very bad indeed. 
2343. Was he badly clad ?-No ; but he wanted a bed. Nobody would take him in. It was a very 

cold night. 
2344. Who paid for the blanket-to whom did you send the account ?-To the Board. 
2345. Did you get the money P-I got it, but I had to apply two or three times for the money. 
2346. How were you received ?-I was told to go to Mrs. Bon for it ; that I had no right to supply 

the blanket without an order from the Board. 
2347. When were you paid for it ?-I could not say. 
[Mrs. Bon handed in the following letter :]-" Office of the Board for Protection of Aborigines, 69 

Temple Court, Melbourne, 2nd October 1879. Madam,-I have the honor to inform you that, at a meeting 
of the Board held yesterday, I again brought under notice the account for blankets purchased by you for 
Jimmy Webster. I also explained the circumstances under which they were procured. The Board has 
now authorized me to pays -the- accountrbut at-. the same time wishes you to understand that it deprecates 
any interference whatever with its affairs, and will not again pay for articles of clothing, &c., the purchase 
of which was not authorized. I have the honor to be, Madam, your obedient servant, A. M. A. -PAGE, 
Oen. Insp. Mrs. Bon, Kew." 

2348. You were ultimately paid ?-Yes. 

The witness withdrew. 

-4 
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Adjourned to to-morrow at nine o'clock. 
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FRIDAY, 4Tri NOVEMBER 1881. 

Present : 
E. H. CAMERON, Esq., M.L.A., in the Chair ; 

Mrs. Bon, 	 I 	J. C. Steel, Esq., J.P. 
T. Embling, Esq., M.D., 

Captain Page further examined 

[The witness read the following extract from the paper :]—" Mr. Green's dismissal was the result Captain Page 
4th Nov. 1881. 

of his refusal to shift the natives from Coranderrk, the Board having resolved to break the station up. 
Mr. Green has, from an early period, been connected with the work of ameliorating the condition of the 
natives, and has been ably assisted by his wife. From 1861 to 1875 they managed Coranderrk in a 
manner that elicited the admiration of all visitors. Mr. Green thoroughly understands the natives, and 
knows how to get them to work. He also introduced the industry of hop-growing, and at the date of his 
dismissal had reached the point of making the station self-supporting. The blacks are an emotional race, 
and require being led by kindness, not driven by force. The first fault committed by the natives in the 
eyes of the present management was in 1875, when a deputation of their number came to Melbourne and 
interviewed the Chief Secretary with their grievance, which was the same then as now, viz., that they did 
not get on with the new manager, and they wanted their friend, Mr. Green, given back to them again.' 
The manager at that time was Mr. Ogilvie, who gave place to Mr. Halliday, and now the manager is the 
Rev. Mr. Strickland. Each of these gentlemen have been equally unfortunate in being appointed to posi-
tions that they are quite unsuited for, in so far as they do not understand the natives. Mr. Page, the 
present inspector of stations, resents the action of the natives in making appeals direct to the Chief 
Secretary with respect to their desire to get their old manager back, and so the breach has gone on 
widening, the Central Board, through its representative, Captain Page, being in antagonism to the natives, 
for whose care and protection it has been appointed. Mr. Strickland and Captain Page are, unfortunately, 
looked upon by the natives as being their enemies instead of their friends. It is still the determination of 
the Central Board to disperse the Coranderrk natives to other stations and sell the land, while they as 
stubbornly refuse to leave what they call their home." 

2349. By the Board.—What is your object in reading that ?—There is a statement put forward 
that I have had no opportunity of contradicting. 

2350. Do you know anything about how the natives deal with the butchers in Healesville ?—That 
is left entirely to themselves. 

2351. Supposing then a working man has a wife and children, has he to supply his wife and 
children out of his own earnings with meat ?—He is paid extra for his wife and children. 

2352. He has to provide for them ?—Yes, unless they are in the orphan-house. 
2353. What was your employment before you were appointed general inspector to the Board ?—I 

was living up country, managing some stations, small places. 
2354. Not aboriginal stations ?—No ; small farms up at Gembrook. 
2355. Is it to you a work of love or a mercenary affair ?—It is a work of both. I am paid for my 

services. 
2356. Do the aborigines regard you as a friend ?—I believe they do. I know a great many do. 
2357. Do you act as secretary to the Board ?—Yes. 
2358. Is it the wish of the aborigines to get rid of you and the Board ?—I believe not ; there 

might be a few. 
2359. You say you have the general management—is it just on your part to keep these aborigines 

without vegetables when you know they are enervated by disease ?—Seeds are sent up for them. Potatoes 
are sent up when they have not got them. They grow potatoes ; and potatoes are sent up, and seeds, 
as much as they require and apply for. 

2360. Have they the power of preparing ground and putting in seeds ?—Certainly. 
2361. If they are engaged in doing their own garden work are they in a position to earn their own 

meat ?—No ; but if proper representation was made that the men wished to make a garden that could be 
altered. 

2362. Are the aborigines under the necessity of purchasing potatoes from the neighboring farmers ? 
—I have never heard of it. 

2363. It might be true ?—It might be true. 
2364. Mr. Strickland informed us that they are not allowed candles and kerosene, is that the case?—

To a certain extent they are. Candles are sent up there in a certain quantity, and if Mr. Strickland 
thinks they require them he can give them. 

2365. Why are their houses destitute of furniture?—They have furniture ; they can supply themselves ; 
the Board does not supply furniture. 

2366. Those who possess it buy it with the money they earn at sheep shearing ?—I do not know. 
2367. Are you aware whether they have proper beds and bedding ?—They have very fair beds and 

bedding. 
2368. When did you last inspect the bedrooms ?—I generally go round every time ; I never go to 

the station without going round. 
2369. When was the last time ?—I think about two months ago. I am not certain what I did then, 

I did not inspect all the houses then. 
2370. Did you inspect the beds and bedding ?—I cannot give you a nearer answer than that. 
2371. Do you examine the beds and bedding ?—I do. 
2372. Are you aware their bedding is such as would engender filth and vermin ?—No, I am not. 
2373. Are they provided with pillows, sheets, or pillow cases ?—No, they are not found in those 

things, they are found in calico. 
2374. In sheeting ?—They are not found in sheeting. 
2375. Can they make sheeting out of the calico—is it thick enough for that purpose ; are they 

supplied with sufficient calico to make sheeting of ?—I think so ; any quantity asked for in reason is sent up. 
2376. Who applies for it ?—Mr. Strickland; or the manager of any station. 




