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Alfred Morgan, aboriginal, examined. 

Alfred Morgan, 	 510. How old are you ?-As near as I can tell, about twenty-eight. 
30th Sept. 1881. 

511. Where were you born ?-Wharparilla. 
512. How long have you been here ?-About sixteen years. 
513. Very shortly after the place was established ?-Yes. 
514. Have you been here ever since ?-I have been away for the good of my health. I have been 

away for about six or seven months. 
515. Where did you go ?-I was up at Maloga. 
516. Is that a warmer climate ?-Yes. 
517. It was too cold here ?-I went up on account of my children. It did not seem to do them any 	 A 

good. 
518. You are a married man ?-Yes. 
519. Is your wife living ?-Yes. 
520. How many children have you P-1 have four of my own, and three of Johnny Fergusson's-I 	f- 

married his widow. 
521. Have they any sickness ?-They all are dead. 
522. Are your own children sick ?-They have a cold sometimes. 
523. Was it from cold the others died ?-I suppose when it was neglected it got into a lung 

complaint. 
524. Have you had a lung complaint ?-Yes. 
525. Have you it now ?-No. 
526. Are you in the habit of going away to improve your health when you get sick P-Only the 

once ; and at other times I went away for work. 
527. Did you go shearing ?-I went away on a station to pay my bills here. 
528. You got into debt here ?-Yes. 	 4 
529. Accordingly you got plenty of employment P-Sometimes, not always. 
530. Then on the whole you can make better wages here than away ?-Yes ; by taking a little at a 

time, and not drawing too much meat. 
531. What wages do you make now ?-For the last two months I have been paid £1 18s. 11d. 
532. When were you paid last ?-Last week sometime we were paid. 
533. Do you know how much a week you get ?-No. 
534. Do you work all the time ?-We work in fine weather. We lose time to get wood. In wet 

weather we do not get any payments. 
535. Do you know that that is only six shillings and fourpence a week-have you to pay for the 

meat out of that ?-Yes ; I am in debt now-I am in debt £1 12s. 
536. Then you could not have been working all the time ; in wet weather you do not get anything ?-

Mr. Harris would be able to tell you, because he has it all down in a book. He tells you when you are 
away. 

537. Where is he now ?-He is at the township now. 
538. Do you get plenty of employment-are you always working ?-Yes. 
539. Every day that you could do work you did ?-Sometimes I am asked to go into the paddock, 

and at other times I go out to get wood. 
540. Are you paid for that ?-No. 
541. If you could do work you can work every day ?-Yes, and make shift for wood. 
542. Can you get work every day and get paid for it ?-Yes, on the station. 

Mr. Harris was called in. 
543. (To Mr. Harris.)-Morgan informs us that during the last two months he only earned 

D. 18s. 11d., can you inform us why he did not earn more in the two months ?-The wet weather. 
544. Has it been wet ?-June and July. 
545. He says he was paid last week for the last two months ?-That was for June and July. 
546. How long after the end of the second month do they get paid ?-Sometimes it runs over a 

month. To-morrow, if they had not been paid this week, there would have been four months due-June, 
July, August, and September. 

547. Just tell us how many days Morgan worked during June and July ?-[Mr. Harris referred to 
a book]-There was one wet week in June when Morgan did no work. 

548. Could they get sufficient firewood for themselves ?-They did cut wood. 
The Witness.-I have wood cut to this day from that time. 
549. (To Mr. Harris.)-Could they not have done station work during that time-could they not 

have fenced ?-I put up some old fencing. 
550. They did work ?-Some of them did. I gave them the option of working or cutting their own 

wood. 
551. What did the others do ?-I had them with me. 
552. Supposing they had a fortnight or three weeks when they could not work, what do they do for 

meat ?-They would lose. 
553. They would do without ?-They would do without. 
554. Do you give them credit if they have not enough to buy meat-do you refuse them ?-They 

get it from the butcher. In the wet time they go and hunt for kangaroos, bears, and opossums. 
555. Do you think paying them by the hour is a better plan than paying them by the week ?-

I think so much a week is the better. It is the Board that does this. 
556. How often is the clothing distributed in the year P-Supposed to be twice, I think. 
557. Is it ?-I do not know when the clothes are served out. I know when they came, but I have 

not seen them served out. 
558. Do they go naked ?-No. 
559. Your experience will tell you a man cannot make a pair of trousers last for twelve months ?-

No, he cannot. 
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560. Do they complain of not getting enough clothing ?-They have to me. 
561. You cannot say whether they get it once, twice, or three times a year ?-I cannot. I am not 

here when the clothing is served out. 
562. (To the witness.)-Do you get enough clothing ?-I have trousers enough and shirts, but not 

flannel. 
563. How often do you get trousers ?-I have got two pairs this year. 
564. Did you always get two ?-I cannot recollect. 
565. Did you buy those clothes you have on with your own money ?-No, they are Government 

trousers. 
566. How many of those shirts do you get ?-Two. 
567. How many flannels ?-We are supposed to get two every year. 
568. Do you get them P-1 have got none this year-I got two last year. 
569. What time do you get them ?-I suppose for the winter. 
570. Have you run out of flannels ?-No. 
571. Is it as good as ever ?-Yes  ;  but when I get wet, and the weather is not suitable for washing, 

I have to do without. 
572. How is that when you have two ?-I must have another shirt dirty, besides, this week I had 

the flannel off, and it is wet weather, and I cannot get it dry. If I am out working I might do with my 
shirt. 

573. Do you get a coat P-No, only a blue shirt. 
574. Does your wife get enough clothing ?-I think so 
575. Does she complain ?-She has lately. Till this enquiry was going to be on she asked Mrs. 

Strickland if she could get more. She has got it before. He refused, and said there was none up. 
576. Do the children get enough ?-No. 
577. How old is the eldest child ?-Seven years. 
578. Does it wear flannel ?-There is no flannel for it. We give it a sort of plaid. 
579. Does the Government allow flannel up to the age of ten years ?-I do not know. We do what 

we can ourselves. 
580. Were you one that went down on that deputation ?-Yes. 
581. What was the reason for going down ?-We heard that the station was going to be sold and 

shifted, and we did not want it, so we went down to see Mr. Berry. He said that he would see. 
582. Have you any other complaints ?-There were many more at the time. 
583. Make your own statement ?-My complaint is that Mr. Strickland is not a suitable man here. 
584. Will you give your reasons for that ?-He does not sympathize with us. He does not go 

amongst us. When he does he just passes through, makes himself quite a stranger. When we were at 
work on the road he passed by and never said as much as "good-day," and then my wife heard him say that 
he would not like to live here at all, because it was just like living in hell. He was repeating the words 
to some of the men in Healesville. I said " The things you stated in the court was not half so bad as you 
stated." He got me by the breast and was going to pull me in. I told him to take his hands off me. 

585. How long ago was that ?-I could not say. I think it was the last time there was anything 
from the station. 

586. Was it twelve months ago ?-No, not twelve months yet-yes, it must be twelve months. 
587. Has there been any drunkenness on the station since then ?-Not that I know of. 
588. Has there been more drunkenness on the station during the last three years than there used to 

be ?-Yes. 
589. There has been none for twelve months ?-There has been none for twelve months. 
590. When did it all take place ?-Since Mr. Strickland came here. 
591. How long has he been here ?-About three years. 
592. Did all the disturbance and drunkenness take place previous to the twelve months P-1 do not 

understand you. 
593. Mr. Strickland has been here three years ?-Yes. 
594. You say there was nothing of the kind for twelve months ?-To my recollection. 
595. It must have all taken place before that ?-Yes. 
596. Do many visit the station ?-I could not say. A few came here, but I could not say 

how many. 
597. Do they interfere with your work ?-No. 
598. Whom do they speak to P-They just come round and look, and see what is going on. 
599. Do they speak to the girls ?-I could not say, because I am in the paddock, or working some-

where else. 
600. Have you any reason to suppose that the girls go about with the young men ?-Not that I 

know of. 
601. You are not aware of any case ?-No. 
602. Do you think it is any injury to the station to be so near Healesville ?-No, I do not think so. 
603. Would you rather be nearer Healesville ?-I would rather be here. 
604. Would you rather be farther away ?-I would sooner be here, because the land is cleared. 
605. Would you rather Healesville was moved farther away, and you be here ?-I do not suppose 

it would make any difference. 
606. We want to know whether it is injurious to the station to be so near the white population ?-

Yes  ;  I know what you mean. 
607. Do the people from Healesville decoy the girls into the bush ?-No ; there has been nothing 

of the sort. If there has been any here we direct them either to Mr. Harris or Mr. Strickland. 
608. You do not know of any girls running away with the young men ?-No. 
609. Do the young girls ever go down fishing along the river alone ?-No ; never without someone 

being with them. 
610. Do the Misses Strickland associate with the girls ?-Yes. 
611. Are they kinder to the girls than Mr. Strickland is to the men ?-I could not say. As far as I have seen of them they do go out right enough. 

Alfred Morgan, 
continued, 

30th Sept. 1881. 
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612. One of your complaints is that Mr. Strickland does not sympathize with you-I want to know 
if the Misses Strickland sympathize with the black girls ?-They are mostly down here ; I do not know 
what they do. Another thing is the wheels that Mr. Strickland sold here, a pair of bullock-dray wheels. 
He sold them on the station unknown to anyone. 

613. Whom did he sell to ?-Mr. Holland. 
614. Did they belong to the station ?-Yes. 
615. You do not know whether he had any authority P-No ; that is what I heard. 
616. Are you sure that he sold them ?-I have good evidence of it. 
617. Did you see it done ?-I saw the wheels on Mr. Holland's bullock dray. 
618. Were they lying about ?-No ; they were where the dray was broken. 
619. Do you know they were sold P-It was from a party who is willing to come forward. 
620. Is he on the station ?-Mr. Harris had it from Mr. Holland's mouth, and Mr. Holland has the 

wheels to this day. 
621. Nothing else ?-We would like to have Mr. Green back. 
622. You think Mr. Green's management better than you do Mr. Strickland's ?-Yes. 
623. Why do you prefer him ?-Because we never were in want of anything-potatoes, vegetables, 

and so on. We always had ground prepared for those things. Since Mr. Strickland came we have had 
none. 

624. Did Mr. Green sympathize with you more ?-Yes ; he worked with us, and always made it a 
practice to go round of a morning after the prayers and visit the huts. 

625. Are the young men in..,the habit of lying before the fire at night ?-No, they all lie in bed. 
626. Had you vegetables always while Mr. Green was here ?-Yes, always. 
627. Was there any working at the hops then ?-Yes ; there was hop working then. 
628. Anything else ?-I cannot think of anything else just now. 
629. (To Mr. Harris.)-You have been here since the station was commenced ?-Yes. 
630. Had you vegetables always during the first ten years ?-Yes. The hops were not in the first 

few years. 
631. Why have you not got vegetables now P-Mr. Green used to do a good bit in the garden. 

There were three of us then. Mr. Burgess in the hop garden, I was at the farm, and Mr. Green 
superintending the farm and garden. 

632. Do you remember when five or six members of the Board came up in 1875 with Mr. Brough 
Smyth, a short time previous to Mr. Green resigning ?-Yes. 

633. Had they vegetables that year ?-They had vegetables. 
634. If the report of the Board says they had no vegetables, would they be telling a falsehood ?-

They would. There were vegetables every year Mr. Green was here. There were a great number of 
carrots for three years. There was one year in the flood all the potatoes were rotten. 

The witness withdrew. 

John Briggs, aboriginal, examined. 

635. How old are you P-I am going on for twenty-five years. 
636. Where were you born ?-Mount Cole, the other side of Ballarat. 
637. How long have you been here ?-A little over ten years. 
638. Do you work on the station ?-Yes. 
639. Constantly ?-Yes. 
640. Have you done so ever since you have been on the station ?-Yes. 
641. Do you get payment for it ?-Yes ; but I do not know what I am getting. 
642. How much do you earn a week generally ?-I could not say. I used to earn about 13s. a week 

when Mr. Halliday was here, but I do not know what I am getting at all now-we get so much an hour. 
I do not know what it is we are getting. 

643. When were you paid last ?-Some time last week I think. 
644. How much did you get then ?-Cl 14s. 
645. That was for two months' work ?-Yes. 
646. What do you do with the money ?-Buy meat. 
647. Are you married ?-Yes. 
648. Have you any children ?-Two children. 
649. Does it take all that money to buy meat ?-Yes. 
650. Does it take more than that ?-Yes. 
651. How do you get money to pay for the rest P-The butcher trusts us till the next pay day. 
652. Do you get enough of other kinds of food ?-Flour and tea and sugar ? 
653. Do you get enough P-Yes, we get enough. 
654. Potatoes ?-No vegetables of any kind since Mr. Green left ; there was plenty in his time. 
655. Do you get plenty of clothing to wear P-No, we do not get enough. 
656. How much do you get ?-Trousers and shirt, no flannel. I have not had a flannel since Mr. 

Strickland has been on the place. 
657. Would you wear it if you had it ?-I always take bad if I go without. 
658. Have you asked Mr. Strickland for it ?-Yes. 
659. You did not get it ?-No ; he said it was not sent up. 
660. Did you get them when Mr. Halliday was here ?-Yes, I had flannel then. 
661. Do you get plenty of employment ?-No. 
662. Do you work every fine day ?-Yes, we work when it is fine. 
663. You need not be idle unless you like ?-We only go out hunting on wet days. 
664. Any fine day you get as much work as you like ?-Yes. 
665. What kind of work are you generally at ?-We are always in the hop paddock. 
666. When there is not work in the hop paddock, what do you do ?-Grubbing and clearing that 

road last winter. 
667. Do you do any work on the farm ?-I have not done any work on the farm for a good bit. 
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Alfred Morgan, 
continued, 

30th Sept. 1881. 

John Briggs, 
30th Sept. 1881. 
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668. Have any improvements been made on the station during the last three years ?-No, except John Briggs, 

two or three huts and two or three waterclosets • there has been a bit of a road made. 	
contmued, 

669. When were those bridges on that road put up ?-Some time last winter. 	
30th Sept. ISM. 

670. And you grubbed the road last winter ?-Yes. 
671. Is Mr. Strickland kind to you ?-No, he never comes near us. 
672. Then he cannot be unkind if he does not come near you ?-If we ask him for anything he 

does not give it to us. 
673. He does not go amongst you ?-No. 
674. He never goes down to the hop ground?-I have seen him twice there since he has been here. 
675. Have you been ill at all since Mr. Strickland has been here ?-Yes. 
676. Did Mrs. Strickland ever visit you ?-No. 
677. Did Mr. Strickland visit you then ?-No ; he never came near. 
678. Were you laid up P-1 was laid up for three months in my bed, and could not move. I sent to 

Captain Page to send me a coat, and that is the only time Mr. Strickland came-to bring the coat. 
679. Has your wife ever been ill ?-No ; only a bit of a cold. 
680. When she has got children, who looks after her ?-I have to get some of the women outside. 
681. Does Mrs. Strickland ever attend at those times ?-She just comes in and goes out ; she did 

not attend to her. She has been in twice while my wife was ill. 
682. Do many visitors come about-strangers ?-Not lately ; there was a good few about twelve 

months ago. 
683. You are not aware of any case where they induced them to leave the station ?-No. 
684. They do not take the girls out in the bush ?-No. 
685. Do the females on the station go to the river to fish ?-No ; the women outside do, but not the 

girls in the house. The women go fishing along the Yarra. 
686. Do they go there alone ?-Men go with them-their husbands. 
687. Not always ?-Not always. 
688. You never saw any of the girls that are in the house, out fishing P-No. 
689. Have you any statement or any complaint to make ?-I have a letter that I have got to show 

the Board.-[ The witness handed in the same, which is as follows d-Coranderrk Station, 1878. The 
death of Fanny Mark, who died in the schoolroom, and she died in a dirty state. She was full of vermin-
they were eating into her flesh so much that the blood was running down her cheeks, and the flies had been 
blowing her in the corners of the mouth, and on one side of her neck, the side she was lying. The flies 
blew her just a few minutes before I saw her, and the vermin was all on her bedding, and all over the floor, 
and the two bed-ticks that were under her smelt very much ; and she was buried with the things she died, 
with a dark wincey dress, trimmed with red, and a blue serge petticoat. I saw her a few hours before she 
died and after she died. That is the real truth, and nothing but the truth. I do not know the day of the 
month she died in." 

690. Who wrote this ?-My mother. 
691. What is her name ?-Mrs. Briggs. 
692. Can you tell what time of the year this girl died ?-No. 
693. (To .Harris.)-Do you remember ?-Just before Christmas ; just after Mr. Strickland was here. 
694. It was after he took charge of the station ?-Yes, I could not say exactly the time, but I know 

he had not been here very long. 
695. (To the witness.)-Is there any other complaint you wish to make ?-Yes, Mr. Strickland 

summoned me once, I do not know when it was, for protecting one of my children. He took me to Heales-
ville and stated a lot of lies over there, and said that I came down and snatched one of the children out of 
the house. He summoned me and they fined me £1. He was flogging the children very severely, and I 
went to protect them. He did not summon me for two months after he flogged the children. 

696. Were you at liberty to make that statement before the bench P-I had no witness ; we were 
all called up in a lump. 

697. The bench had to decide upon the evidence ; you were fined for rescuing the child-you took 
the child away ?-So Mr. Strickland said. 

698. Is there anything else ?-There is another complaint that we reported to Captain Page about 
Mr. Strickland selling a pair of Government wheels ; he did not say anything about it. 

699. How do,you know he sold the wheels ?-The party that bought them has got the receipt. 
700. Have you seen the receipt ?-I have not, but he said he would come forward any time he was 

called. 
, 701. You reported it to Captain Page when he was up here ?-Yes. 

702. He did not say anything ?-He said if one man in Healesville spoke 100 words there would be 
99 lies in it. 

703. Is there anything else ?-I think that is all. 

The witness withdrew. 

It 

Robert Wandon, aboriginal, examined. 

704. How old are you ?-Twenty-five, I think. 
705. Where were you born ?-Steele's Flat. 
706. Have you been on the station since it was established ?-Yes, I came with Mr. Green. 
707. Have you ever been away working anywhere else ?-I was up on the Goulburn a couple of 

years ago for a few months. 
708. Shearing ?-Yes. 
709. What do you do here ?-Working in the hop paddock now. 
710. Do you plough ?-No. 
711. General work ?-Yes. 
712. Do you get constant work ?-Yes. 
713. All the year round ?-Yes. 

Robert Wandon, 
30th Sept. 1881. 
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Robert Wandon, 	 714. Have you got much broken weather ?-Yes, plenty of wet weather. 
continue, 

30th Sept 1881. 	 715. How much have you earned during the last twelve months-do you know ?-I could not say. 
716. How much did you get last time you were paid ?-£3 1 s. 10d. 
717. A week ago ?-Yes. 
718. A week ago ?-Yes, that was for two months. 
719. You had not much broken weather-broken time ?-Yes, I was bad for three weeks in those 

two months. 
720. Are you married ?-Yes. 
721. How many children have you ?-Two living and one dead. 
722. What do you do with your money ?-Buy beef. 
723. Does it take all the money you earn to buy beef ?-Yes, and I am in debt, too. 
724. You earned £3 1s. 10d. in two months; there are others that do not earn more than half that-

they must be heavily in debt if you have to go into debt-do you make up the difference in the summer 
when it is fine weather and there is no broken time ?-We are always at work when it is fine weather. 

725. Do you keep in debt all the year round ?-I have been in debt ever since we started to pay for 
our meat. When pay day comes I ask the butcher how much it is. He says so-and-so ; and I pay as 
much as I can, and owe him then two or three pounds. 

726. Do you run short of anything but beef ?-There are no potatoes here. 
727. Do you get as much flour as will keep you ?-I run out of rations every Thursday. 
728. What do you do the other two days ?-We have got to loaf on one another. 
729. How can others lend you some ?-Some of them always manage to make it run and some 

do not. 
730. Do you get the same allowance every week ?-Yes, four pounds of sugar a week. 
731. Supposing it only lasts five days this week and you run short two days next week, that will be 

four days in the fortnight-how can you pay back what you borrow ?-Sometimes we never pay it back. 
732. You do not buy tea and flour and sugar away at the store ?-I have bought sugar, not tea. 
733. How long is it since they adopted this plan of making you pay for the beef ?-In Mr. Halliday's 

time. 
734. You do not find it to answer ?-No. 
735. You do not like it P-No, I do not like it at all. 
736. Do you want to be paid and provided with beef also ; or if you got plenty of beef from the 

station you would be willing to do the same amount of work and for them to keep the money ?-Yes, 
I would be satisfied to get plenty to eat and clothes without any money. 

737. You would work just the same ?-Yes, work better. I would be stronger. 
738. You do not get enough to eat ?-Not half enough. 
739. Do you think " Punch " gets enough ?-I do not know. 
740. He works ?-Yes, he works. 
741. Do you get enough clothing ?-We only get our clothes when we do not want them-that is, 

the summer time-not when we want them, in the winter time. 
742. When do you get them ?-Once a year. 
743. How many do you get ?-A pair of trousers and two shirts in the twelve months. This last 

twelve months we have got two pairs of trousers and shirts. The last stuff they sent up was rotten stuff, 
and the same with the boots. 

744. When you run out of trousers, for instance, what do you do P-Patch them up the best way 
we can. 

745. You do not go naked ?-No. 
746. Do you buy them ?-Yes, I bought this coat. 
747. Do you get two of those shirts you have on a year ?-Yes. 
748. And two flannels ?-No, I bought this one. 
749. Had you any flannels this twelve months ?-No. 
750. Did you apply for any 7-Yes, and Mr. Strickland told my wife there was none for the men ; 

so she got flannel for a petticoat, and cut it up for a shirt. 
751. As a matter of fact, you did not get an under flannel shirt for three years ?-No. 
752. Do your children get enough clothing ?-Not quite enough. My children are very hard on 

clothes. 
753. Does your wife get enough P-Not quite enough. They just get one dress for the twelve 

months. 
754. What do they do ?-They have to buy, and get into debt just the same. Sometimes our debts 

run for five or six years. I have known a debt run for three years before I paid him. 
755. What kind of luck had you to be able to pay him at the end of three years ?-If I had good 

weather, I made good time. 
756. You did not go shearing ?-No. 
757. Would you like to leave this place ?-No. 
758. You would like to make more time than you do ?-Yes. 
759. You do not spend any of your money in drink ?-No, I do not drink. 
760. You would rather see no drink used on the station at all ?-Yes. 
761. You say you have been ill for some time ?-Yes, for three weeks. 
762. Laid up ?-Yes. 
763. Did Mr. Strickland visit you during that time ?-Not till I was getting up. He sent a boy up 

there to see how I was. 
764. How often ?-Only the once. 
765. Is Mr. Strickland kind to you when he meets you ?-In a very apologising sort of manner 

when he comes to us. 
766. Did you ever complain to him of his unkindness ?-Yes ; I had words with him not very long 

after he came here. 
767. What did you complain of then P-1 was stockriding at the time. He was saying that I was 

a nice fellow, and all this ; and he said his horse was not groomed, and I came and told him about it. 
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I said I was sorry I did not groom his horse before I went away, and one word fetched on another, and we Robert Wandon, 
had a row. 	 continued, 

30th Sept. 1881. 768. Did he report you ?-I do not know ; but I got the sack from the riding after that. There is 
no one stockriding now. 

769. Have you no one riding about looking after the stock now ?-No, not this last twelve months. 
770. The station cattle go where they like ?-The station cattle go right away the other side of the 

Don, about eight miles from here, Mr. Strickland said, " I want to speak to you, Robert." He read a 
letter to me, and said, "Your services are no longer required for stockriding." I used to do the stock-
riding and butchering for the station. 

771. Does your wife have good health always ?-Yes, very good health. 
772. Has she been laid up during the last three years ?-Only her confinements. 
773. Who attends her at those times ?-There was nobody. The last time Mrs. Strickland was in 

Melbourne, and there was nobody except Mrs. Dean. 
774. Is Mrs. Strickland in the habit of visiting your wife ?-When she takes it in her head. 
775. Does she come round often ?-No ; about once a week or once a fortnight. I would have lost 

my wife only for Mrs. Dean. 
776. Have you ever had any occasion to send for Mrs. Strickland to come and visit your wife?-No. 
777. You never asked her to attend ?-No. 
778. Do you get enough bed clothes ?-We only got one pair of double blankets since Mr. 

Strickland has been here. It is four or five years since we got a pair of blankets, and we got an ,other pair 
since Mr. Strickland came. 

779. Have the children proper bed clothes ?-They are all lumped together in one bed. 
780. Have you any opossum rugs ?-No. 
781. Have you got enough to keep you warm in the winter ?-No, not half enough. I have to 

get up often and make a fire to warm the children. 
782. Have you ever applied for more blankets ?-I have heard the men say they have asked and 

have not got them, so I did not ask. 
783. Do you wish to make any statement ; is there anything you want to complain of ; you were 

one that went down on the deputation ?-Yes. 
784. Have you anything to say P-1 wish Mr. Green would be sent back again. 
785. What was your object in going to town to see Mr. Berry ?-To get Mr. Green appointed. 
786. Did he promise to appoint him P-He said that our request ought to be granted ; that is 

what he said. 
787. Was there a rumor that they were going to break up the station ?-Yes ; we saw it in the 

paper that they were going to send us to Lake Tyer. There was plenty of shooting and hunting, and not 
so much work, Mr. LeSceuf said, before Mr. Berry. 

788. Would you like that sort of life ?-No ; I would sooner be working. 
789. You would not like to be shifted away from here ?-No ; I have made it my home, I would 

like to stay. 
A 

790. You do not complain of the cold and damp ?-No. 
791. You have never been away from the station at all ?-Only the two months. 
792. Did you go up for your health then or to work ?-I went up for the shearing. 
793. You do not think that any warmer climate would suit you better than this ?-No. 
794. You prefer living here ?-Yes. 
795. Would one stockrider be sufficient to keep the ground 'clear of strange cattle ?-Yes ; with 

constant work. 
796. How long were you stockrider ?-Ever since I could ride. 
797. Were there any strange cattle coming on the run then ?-There used to be a few, and I used 

to turn them back. 
798. Were the cattle in better condition during that time than they are now ?-Yes ; I always 

had my paddock cleaned. 
799. Had you always sufficient to kill for the station ?-Yes ; we had enough. At the time I got 

the sack I had 147 head. 
The witness withdrew. 

Thomas Dunolly, aboriginal, examined. 

800. By the Board.-How old are you ?-I cannot tell ; about twenty-four, I think. 
801. Where do you come from ?-Dunolly. 
802. How long have you been here ?-Fourteen or fifteen years. 
803. Are you married ?-Yes. 
804. How old were you when you got married ?-Twenty-two, I think. 
805. How many children have you ?-Two. 
806. Is your wife living ?-Yes. 
807. And the children ?-Yes. 
808. Do you work ?-Yes. 
809. Occasionally ?-Yes. 
810. Get plenty to do ?-Yes. 
811. Do you work wet and dry ?-No, only on fine days. 
812. Do you earn much money ?-No. 
813. How much ?-The last payment I got was £1 14s. 8d. 
814. What do you do with that money ?-Pay it to the butcher. 
815. Does it take all that money to keep you in meat ?-The bill was £2 12s. 6d. I had to pay 

the whole of my wages to him. 
816. Do you like plenty of meat ?-I only have meat once a week from the butcher. 
817. Do you get mutton ?-Yes. 

CORANDEERK. 
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Thomas Dunolly, 
continued, 

30th Sept. 1881. 

I want to save money, and I cannot. 
818. Do you get a large quantity when you do get it ?-No ; 
819. You do not get as much meat as you would like ?-No. 
820. Could you work better if you were better fed ?-Yes. 
821. You would be stronger ?-Yes. 	• 
822. Do you feel very weak now ?-Yes. 
823. Do you think you would be as fat as Punch if you got plenty to eat ?-I do not think so. 
824. You do not consider you are in good working condition ?-No ; I always feel faint when 

are working 
825. You only eat enough to keep you alive ?-Yes ; we only have bread and tea for our meals. 
826. You get sugar ?-Yes. 
827. No milk 2-No milk. 
828. No butter ?-No butter. 
829. Would you be allowed to keep a cow if you wished ?-I do not know. 
830. Have you got a garden ?-Yes. 
831. Do you grow vegetables ?-Yes. 
832. What kind of vegetables ?-Cabbages and onions once a year in the summer time. 
833. How many cabbages do you grow ?-About 100. I have to pay for them myself. 
834. They will not grow in winter ?-No. 
835. Would they grow the winter 	do not know ; I neveetried. 
836. Where have you got the garden ?-Over there-[ pointing to the place]. 
837. Do you get enough clothing ?-Only once a year. 
838. One pair of trousers ?-Yes. 
839. Do they last twelve months ?-No. 
840. What do you do then ?-We come to Mr. Strickland again, and he said we were not allowed 

any more, and Captain Page said he could not spare any more. We have to borrow of each other. 
841. Did you ever tell him you had not enough to buy beef ?-Yes. 
842. What did he say then ?-He said he could not help that-that we 

together, and get on as we could. 
843. Is that the station trousers you have on ?-Yes. 
844. When did you get them ?-A fortnight ago. 
845. They will not last you twelve months ?-No. 
846. What will you do then ?-We have to buy. 
847. Have you had to buy during the last year or two years ?-Yes. 
848. If you run_ in debt for meat how can you pay for clothing ?-Tell the butcher we could not 

pay this time, and he lets us off till next time. 
849. Do you ever earn money by fishing or catching lyre birds ?-Yes. 
850. How much ?-Last year I earned £3 2s. by fishing and shooting ducks. 
851. Never spent any in drink ?-No. 
852. Do you make more at that work than working on the station ?-I do not think so. 
853. Did you ever apply to the manager for permission to go and work somewhere else ?-Yes. 
854. Would he give you permission ?-They gave me permission last summer, but the summer before 

they did not. 
855. Did you go ?-No. I was bad when I was to go. Mr. Wade, of Muddy Creek, sent for me ; 

he sent for me to go shearing. I told Mr. Strickland, and Mr. Strickland wrote to Captain Page, and 
Captain Page said I could go, and I was bad and could not go. 

856. What do you want now-what is your complaint ?-We wish for a better manager, such as 
Mr. Green was. Mr. Strickland is not fit to be on the station. He does not seem to take an interest in 
the welfare of us to get on with the work. 

857. Do you complain of his not making you work hard enough ?-He does not get us to improve 
the ground at all ; to cultivate hay or potatoes. 

858. How much ground have you got under hay ?-About ten acres, I think. 
859. You have not planted any potatoes yet ?-No ; they came up from town yesterday. 
860. Does Captain Page often come up here ?-A few times since those new houses were up, but 

before he used only to come up once a year. 
861. Did you complain to him you did not like Mr. Strickland ?-Yes ; we have told him so. 
862. Have you any statement to make?-I have asked Mr. Strickland to let Mr. Green come to see 

Willie Parker's little girl, named Jessie, while she was sick. He said he could not let Mr. Green come to 
see her. So I told Mr. Strickland I would go up and see Mr. Green, whether he would come ; and 
Mr. Strickland told me, that if he came here he would be sent off ; so I went up and told Mr. Green that, 
and he told me to never mind ; I was to report it to the Board. So I told him I would not report it to 
the Board, for they would not take any steps in it for me, because they are always against us. 

863. So you do not report it to the Board ?-No. 
864. Did you report that circumstance to Captain Page the next time you saw him ?-No, 

I did not. 
865. Did the girl get better ?-No, she died. She was dying when I asked Mr. Strickland to let 

Mr. Green see her. 
866. How often have you prayers in the place ?-Service on Sunday, and once every evening 

lately, since Mr. Brown's report was about. 
867. Do they attend well ?-No ; they do not come very often. 
868. Are they asked to come ?-No. 
869. Not invited ?-Not invited, except a few of us, such as he thinks would come. He asked me. 
870. Would the others come if they were invited ?-There was Terrick John was asked, and he 

would not come. 
871. There is nothing more you wish to say ?-No ; that is all I have got to say. 

The witness withdrew. 
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Alick Campbell, aboriginal, examined. 

872. How old are you ?-About twenty-eight. 
873. Where were you born ?-On the Loddon. 
874. How long have you been here ?-Ten years. 
875. Are you married ?-Yes. 
876. Is you wife living ?-Yes. 
877. How many children have you got ?-I have four, and two that my wife had before I married 

her. 

 

878. Are they all living ?-Yes. 
879. How old are the two that your wife bad ?-The oldest girl is about fifteen, I think. 

880. Do you work on the station ?-Yes. 
881. What kind of work ?-In the hop ground. 
882. Do you get constant employment all the year round ?-Yes. 
883. How much did you get at the last pay day ?-I got four pounds. 

884. Was that two mouths' work-what do you do with your money ?-The butcher takes all that 

from me. 	• 
885. Does it take all the four pounds to provide you with beef ?-Yes, it takes all that. 

886. What does he charge you for meat ?-I do not know what he charges. 

887. What do you do if that does not provide meat ?-Go on again, the same as before, on credit. 

888. You do not go without meat ?-I generally do. 
889. Do you get enough of other rations ?-Yes, I get enough flour, but not enough sugar. I am 

out of sugar now. 
890. How much sugar do you get a week for yourself, wife, and children ?-Twelve pounds of 

Alta Campbell, 
30th Sept. 1881. 

sugar. 
891. Are there eight of you ?-Yes. 
892. It runs out ?-Yes. 
893. The tea does not run out ?-No. 
894. How do you prepare the flour ?-We bake damper and bread sometimes. 

895. Do you get any potatoes or any vegetables ?-No. 
896. Not for years ?-We got some potatoes, not grown here. 

897. Did you get them in town, and they were served out ?-Yes. 

898. When ?-About two years ago now. 
899. Are they done ?-Yes. 
900. You do not get many ?-Only a bucketful is served out. 

901. Have you ever complained to Captain Page or Mr. Strickland that you were not getting enough 
sugar ?-Yes, I came here myself, and told him that I was run out of sugar. 

902. Did they give you a fresh supply ?-About a handful to go on with. 

903. Had you to apply for sugar often ?-Yes, I applied often for sugar. 

904. Have you been refused any time ?-I was refused once. 

905. You say that all you earn does not pay for the meat you require ?-No ; all the money I earn 

goes to the butcher, and I have no pocket money at all. 
906. Supposing the Government gave you sufficient beef, would you be willing to work as well as 

you are doing now and get no money ?-It would be better. 
907. You would prefer it ?-Yes. 
908. How did you get your coat ?-It was given to me by a friend of mine in Melbourne. 

909. You never save sufficient money to buy any clothes ?-No. 

910. Do you get enough clothes from the Government ?-Only a yearly supply. 

911. NOW 
much do you get ?-One pair of trousers, a couple of shirts, a blue shirt, a couple of 

pairs of socks, and a hat, and boots. 
t'' 	 912. One pair of boots ?-Yes. 

913. Do you get two shirts the same as you have got on ?-No, a cotton one. 

914. Do you get any flannel ?-The last I got was twelve months ago. 

915. Is it worn out ?-Yes. 
916. Have you got any on now ?-Yes. 
917. Where did you get it ?-My wife cut it up for me. 

918. Have you applied this year ?-I do not know. There is no flannel this year. 

919. Was the flannel that your wife made up as a shirt for you given to her for her own use ?-Yes. 

920. Do you get it in pieces of flannel to make the shirts for you ?-Yes. 

921. They are not already made ?-No. 
922. The shirts that your wife makes for you are out of the piece of flannel that she gets from the 

station to make ?-Yes. 
923. Is that given for her own use ?-For her own use to make petticoats. 

924. And she gives it to you ?-Yes. 
925. Who made the last shirt you got ?-It was ready made. 

926. I mean the flannel ?-My wife made it. 
927. Was the one you got last year intended for your wife's wear or your own ?-For my wife's. 

928. Then the flannel you get is for your wife ?-Yes. 
929. You got one from Mr. Strickland last year ?-Yes. 
930. Was that one made up P-No, that was not made up. 
931. You understand we want to know whether your wife gets enough flannel to make shirts for 

your use a year ?-No, she does not. 

4  # 	
932. That shirt she got last year, did she not get that flannel on purpose for you ?-Yes. 

933. That one you are wearing now she ought to have ?-Yes. 
934. Are you quite content ?-Quite content. 
935. You have no complaint against Mr. Strickland ?-Yes, I have. 
936. You are content to stop here-you do notwant to leave the place ?-Yes. 
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Alla Campbell 	 937. What are your complaints against Mr. Strickland ?-When I asked him for the buggy to take 
a'"'mued,  my wife to Melbourne-she was sick with rheumatic fever-he said no, I could not have the buggy 

30th Sept. 1881. 
because he wanted it for his own use, to drive the family to the Black Spur ; and when I was going away 
I asked him for money. I said, " Will you give me some money to go down to town ?" He said " No, I 
have got no money." I said, " Have you not got any Government money ?" He said, " No, I have not." 
I said, " How am I to do ? " He said, "I do not know." So I borrowed some money from the people 
round about here, and took my wife down. 

938. In the coach ?-Yes. 
939. Did not they allow you the price of the coach ?-No. 
940. Do not they allow some people who go off the station a fare ?-They take people there. At 

that time when I asked him he refused me. 
941. Did you pay for the coach ?-Yes. 
942. Where did you take your wife when you went to town ?-I took her to the hospital. 
943. Did you pay coach fare for your wife and yourself coming back ?-Yes. She was in there 

three weeks-in the hospital ; and I went from here to see her, paying my own fare and back again till I 
brought her out. 

944. Were you one of the parties that went down on the deputation ?-Yes. 
945. What was the grievance then when you went down-what were you complaining of ?-

Of Mr. Strickland not being a fit manager on the place. 
946. You wish to get Mr. Green back again ?-Yes. 
947. Who was the agitator that got you to go down to this deputation ?-It was ourselves. 
948. You got it up amongst yourselves ?-Yes. 
949. Have you anything more to say ?-No. 

The witness withdrew. 

Henry Harmony, aboriginal, examined. 

Henry Harmony, 	 950. How old are you ?-Rising twenty-six. 
30th Sept. 1881. 

951. Where were you born ?-Near Majorca. 
952. How long have you been here ?-Eight years and a half. 
953. Are you married ?-Yes, I was married on September the 15th. 
954. Of last year ?-Yes. 
955. Is your wife on the station ?-Yes. 
956. Have you any children ?-No. 
957. What do you work at ?-In the hop garden. 
958. Are you there constantly ?-As far as the weather will allow. 
959. You get employment all the year round, if it is fine weather ?-Yes. 
960. How much- did you get your last pay day ?-£2 2s. 
961. Do some work in wet weather, and others not ?-No, they do not work in wet weather. 
962. Then how can one earn £4 and another 30s. ?-It depends upon the time spent getting wood 

and things. 
963. What do you do with the money you earn ?-All I earn goes to the butcher. 
964. Do you get enough meat from the butcher ?-Sometimes 12 lbs., and 7 lbs., and so on. 
965. Does that last you and your wife a week ?-Yes. 
966. Do you get in debt ?-Yes, I am in debt now. 
967. When do you expect to get out of debt ?-I expect to get out of debt next pay day. 
968. You will work more hours ?-Yes. 
969. And make more wages ?-Yes. 
970. Do you get enough of other rations ?-We do not get enough of flour-sometimes we run out 

in the middle of the week. 
971. How do you get supplied during the rest of the week ?-We have to beg from our neighbors. 
972. Then do they get more than they can eat ?-That is more than I can tell you. 
973. Do some get more than they are entitled to ?-Some send flour to the baker to get the bread 

baked, and keep Saturday's rations of flour. 
974. Supposing the Government supplied you with everything sufficient to keep you, and did not 

give you wages at all, but expected you to work just the same, would you be satisfied with that ?-Yes, 
and what we make out of the produce of the ground. 

975. If they supplied you with those, you could not get the money the hops brought ?-No. 
976. If you got clothing and plenty to eat, would you prefer that to having to buy beef ?-Yes. 
977. You would be willing then to work eight hours every workable day, and get no money ?-Yes. 
978. Do you get plenty of clothing ?-For the last three months we have. 
979. All the year round ?-We get it yearly, a pair of trousers and a shirt. 
980. Only one pair every year ?-Yes, until you need another. 
981. Do you get another pair when you need one ?-Yes, you get another. 
982. Do you get enough underclothing-shirts and flannels ?-I have not got any. 
983. Do you wear any flannel ?-Yes flannel and drawers. 
984. Where do you get them ?-My wife made the drawers out of a petticoat. 
985. How were you provided with a flannel P-I got a flannel shirt when I was single. 
986. From the station ?-Yes. 
987. Did it last you ever since ?-Yes. 
988. Does a flannel shirt last you for twelve months as a rule ?-If I have another under wear it will 

last two years. 
989. You do not complain so much of the want of clothing as of the want of rations ?-No. 
990. Does your wife get enough clothing ?-Yes, at present. 
991. Where did she come from ?-From Wangaratta district. 
992. How long has she been on the station ?-I do not know ; I was away when she came. 
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993. Are you in the habit of going to work in other parts of the country ?-No. I went away in Henry Harmony, 
1872, I think. I came back last Christmas twelve months, the Christmas before I got married. 	 contunzed, 

994. What were you doing ?-Fencing, bullock-driving, and other work-ploughing and farm work. 
30th Sept. 1881. 

 
995. Were you on an aboriginal station ?-No. 
996. Knocking about the country ?-Yes. 
997. Did you like it ?-I did not care much about it. 
998. Did you save any money ?-Yes, I saved a good few shillings. 
999. Did it amount to pounds ?-Yes, the day I left I had £15. 
1000. What use did you make of that ?-I bought a watch and some clothes. I came straight up 

here and got married. 
1001. Did you go shearing P-No, I am not much of a shearer. 
1002. Would you like to be allowed to go when you like and come back when you like ; go away in 

fine weather, and come back in winter ?-Yes. 
1003. Does this cold climate suit you ?-Yes, so far as I can judge. 
1004. You have not had lung disease since you have been here ?-No. 
1005. What does your wife do for a petticoat when she gives it to you ?-When she was single she 

had two or three. 
1006. Have you enough blankets to sleep in ?-I have enough at present. 
1007. From the station ?-Yes. 
1008. Have you any complaint to make against Mr. Strickland ?-I have this complaint, that he is 

not a fit man on the place in regard to coming and seeing the men in the hop paddock. 
1009. You have a man in the hop paddock ; Mr. Strickland has nothing to do with the hops ?-When 

Mr. Green was here he used to be in the paddock when Tom was at the ploughing. 
1010. Mr. Strickland has no power over Harris, so it would be out of his latitude altogether ; as 

long as you and Harris can get on well out at work Mr. Strickland cannot interfere at all. We want to 
know if he is kind to you ; does he visit the sick and attend to them ?-I have hardly ever seen him in 
the store when rations are served out. 

1011. Who serves them out ?-Mrs. Strickland, and Tom Harris, and one of the daughters. 
1012. Have you confidence in Harris ?-I have confidence in him. 
1013. You believe he would do you justice, and see you got what the rules gave you ?-Yes. 
1014. Have you a book to sign that you received so much clothing ?-No. 
1015. No receipt or anything ?-No. 
1016. Supposing that the Government allowed you as much as you could eat and drink, found you 

potatoes and vegetables, and gave you sufficient clothing, and made you work the same as you are doing 
now, but gave you no money for it, would you be content to stop, even with Mr. Strickland as manager ?-
I would be content if we grew our own potatoes or our own crops, and had plenty to eat-I would be 
satisfied. 

1017. You do not care who is manager ?-I do not care who is manager. 
1018. Do you wish to say anything more to the Board ?-I have no grievance only what I have said. 
1019. Were you down on the deputation to Mr. Berry ?-Yes. 
1020. What was your grievance then ?-We heard that the station was going to be sold, so we 

thought we would go down and see Mr. Berry about it. 
1021. Did you complain of Mr. Strickland's conduct to Mr. Berry ?-Yes. 
1022. Did you recommend anyone else being put in his place ?-I was not asked ; the rest were 

asked, and they recommended Mr. Green to be back in Mr. Strickland's place. 
1023. Were you all together, or did one at a time go in to see Mr. Berry ?-One at a time. 

The witness withdrew. 

Johnny Charles, aboriginal, examined. 
1024. How old are you ?-About twenty-nine. 
1025. Where were you born ?-Bacchus Marsh. 
1026. How long have you been on this station ?-About 16 or 17 years. 
1027. You came immediately after they commenced ?-Yes. 
1028. Have you always been working here ?-Yes, most of the time. 
1029. Do you go away to work elsewhere ?-No. 
1030. Do not you go shearing ?-I went one year to Mrs. Bon's. 
•031. Where is that ?-On what they call the Devil's River. 
1032. That is the only time you were away working ?-Yes. 
1033. Are you married ?-Yes. 
1034. Is your wife living ?-Yes. 
1035. How many children have you ?-Three. 
1036. How long have you been married ?-Seven years. 
1037. You are now employed on the station ?-Yes. 
1038. Constant employment ?-Yes. 
1039. Every day fit for work ?-Yes. 
1040. In the hop garden ?-I mostly do the farm work for Mr. Harris. 
1041. How much did you get at the last pay ?-I got £2 18s. 4d. 
1042. Have you to pay for your own beef ?-Yes. 
1043. You paid for the beef out of that ?-Yes. 
1044. Did that give you sufficient beef for the two months ?-No. 
1045. Did you pay the butcher ?-I am in debt £1 5s. to the butcher nor. 
1046. Did that £1 5s. accumulate before that P-Yes, I was in debt before. 
1047. How much P-I could not say just now-I think it was 12s. 
1048. Do you get enough food of other kinds ?-No ; I do not get enough rations

. 

1049. What do you run short of ?-Sugar and flour during the week. 
1050. Do you know what allowance you get-how many pounds ?-Amongst the family we only 

get seven pounds of sugar. I could not say how much tea-I think a pound of tea. 

Johnny Charles, 
30th Sept. 1881i 
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Johnny Charles, 
continued, 

90th Sept. 1881. 

1051. How much flour ?-I could not say how much. 
1052. You take what they give you ?-Yes. 
1053. Who serves you with the rations-who gives it out ?-Mr. Harris. 
1054. Are you of opinion that Mr. Harris would give you a full allowance ?-Yes. 
1055. You are satisfied of that ?-Yes. 
1056. The Board does not allow you enough ?-No. 
1057. In the event of the Board giving you as much as was reasonable of all kinds of food, flour, tea, 

sugar, vegetables, and beef, would you be satisfied to work as you are doing now without any money ?-
Yes ; we were satisfied with that before Mr. Green went away. 

1058. You like that way better ?-Yes. 
1059. Did you work just as much then as you do now ?-Yes, every bit. 
1060. Without any grumbling ?-Without any grumbling. 
1061. If you were better fed, could you work more ?-Yes. 
1062. Do you feel hungry ?-Yes, we do. 
1063. Do you feel weak ?-Yes. 
1064. And faint ?-Faint ; do not feel inclined for work during the day. 
1065. Is that owing to the want of food P-Yes. 
1066. The heat would not prevent your working if it were not for want of food ?-No. 
1067. Supposing you got enough for any reasonable person to eat and drink, would you be satisfied 

then ?-Yes. 
1068. You would be satisfied then, whoever was manager ?-I would be satisfied in regard to the 

food, but I would like to have Mr. Green back. 
1069. What is your object in wishing for Mr. Green back ?-He was very good to us, in regard to 

the natives. 
1070. He mixed with you P-Yes, and sympathized with us. 
1071. Do you have good health now ?-Yes. 
1072. You have not been ill lately ?-No. 
1073. Not since Mr. Strickland has been here ?-No. 
1074. Does he visit the people when they are sick ?-I could not say, I am not at home when he 

goes out. 
1075. Has your wife been sick ?-She has been laid up through trouble in her confinements, but that 

is all. 
1076. Does Mrs. Strickland visit the women on the station ?-Yes. 
1077. How often ?-To my knowledge, she only came to my place three times. 
1078. Is she in the habit of going once a week, or once a fortnight ?-I could not say. 
1079. Do you get enough clothing ?-No, we do not. 
1080. Who provides you with it ?-What I have on I got from some party in Melbourne. 
1081. What have you done with what you get on the station ?-I have two trousers and two shirts 

' at home. 
1082. Do you get two pairs of trousers a year ?-We have this year, not before. 
1083. How many flannels do you get ?-Not any. 
1084. Do you wear flannels ?-Yes. 
1085. How do you get them ?-My wife made them out of a petticoat. 
1086. Does she get it in the piece ?-Yes. 
1087. Does the station allow you any or not ?-I could not say. 
1088. Did you ever get ready-made under-shirts P-No. 
1089. Your wives are supposed to make them for you ?-Yes. 
1090. Does your wife get more flannel than she wants, and make it up for you ?-No. 
1091. Did you ever complain to Mr. Strickland or Captain Page that you could not get flannel ?--No. 
1092. Before you got the suit you have on, and your trousers wore out, how did you do then ?-I 

would have to buy it. 
1093. Supposing they saw that you were going very raggedy, almost naked, would they not give 

you another pair P-I daresay they would if you asked for it. 
1094. Why would you not ask for it ; you are not afraid, are you ?-No. 
1095. Are you ever refused if you go and ask for clothes when you are in want of them ?-Some-

times when you ask for a thing they say they have not got it. 
1096. If they have it they give it ?-Yes. 
1097. Have you any complaint to make to us about the management, or any grievance ?-All the 

grievance I have is that Mr. Strickland is not a fit man to be superintendent. 
1098. Why ?-He does not sympathize with the natives. 
1099. Do you attend his service on Sunday ?-Yes, I attend regularly every Sunday twice. 
1100. Does he have prayers any other time ?-Yes, every night in the week. 
1101. Do you all come in ?-No, only a few of us. 
1102. Does he ask the others to come in ?-Yes. 
1103. Often ?-Yes, often. 
1104. They do not care for it ?-No. 
1105. It would not do to punish them for not doing it P-No, you cannot compel them to come in if 

they do not care to. 
1106. Does he tell them it is their duty to come in ?-No, he never reasons with them. 
1107. Anything else ?-Nothing else. 

The witness withdrew. 

4  4 

Johnny Terrick, aboriginal, examined. 

Johnny Terrick, 
30th Sept. 1881. 

1108. How old are you P-About thirty-eight. 
1109. Where were you born ?-Terrick. 
1110. How long have you been on this station ?-Twelve years. 
1111. Are you married ?-Yes. 
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1112. Is your wife living ?-Yes. 
1113. How many children have you got ?-Two. 
1114. Have you ever been off the station since you came first ?-No. 
1115. Never been away working anywhere else ?-No. 

' 
 1116. Constantly employed on the station ?-Yes, except when I am bad ; I work when I am better 

and when it is fine. 
1117. Are you ill from lung disease ?-Yes. 
1118. Does this climate agree with you ?-Yes, middling. 
1119. In the winter time you are worse than in the summer ?-Yes. 
1120. Do you think a warmer part of the country would suit you better ?-Yes. 
1121. Would you like to go back where you came from ?-Yes. 
1122. Did you ever ask to be allowed to go back ?-Yes, when I was bad I asked to be allowed to 

go for fresh air ; he would not let me go. 
1123. You get paid every two months ?-Yes. 
1124. What amount did you receive the last time you were paid ?-16s. I was bad. 
1125. During the time you were bad did they supply you with beef-tea or broth ?-Yes, beef-tea. 
1126. And broth ?-Government meat. 
1127. When you were bad ?-Yes ; I get it yet. 
1128. Have you been able to work lately ?-Yes. 
1129. This week ?-Yes. 
1130. You are still receiving Government meat ?-Yes. 
1131. What kind of work do you do generally ?-Not the hard work-hoeing in the hops. 
1132. Do you get other rations sufficient-flour, tea, and sugar ?-No. 
1133. Do you get enough when you are sick ?-Not much ; when I am sick I do not get much- 

when I work I get full rations. 
1134. When you are at work do you get enough rations ?-Yes. 
1135. It lasts you the whole week ?-Yes. 
1136. When you are at work do the wages you earn pay for all the beef you get from the butcher ? 

-I was buying meat when I was not bad. 
1137. Did you get into debt ?-Yes. 
1138. Are you in debt now ?-Yes. 
1139. All the money you earn does not keep you in beef ?-No. 
1140. How much do you get in debt generally ?-All the money which came to me went to the 

butcher. 
1141. How much do you owe the butcher ?-£2 to Chandler and £1 to Allen. 
1142. If you are able to work regularly, and are not sick at all, would you be able to earn enough 

to keep you in beef ?-Yes ; if I did not feel bad I would work more. 
1143. You say they supply you with beef from the station when you are ill ?-Yes. 
1144. They give you enough beef during that time ?-Yes, about 8 lbs. a week. 
1145. For yourself, wife, and two children ?-Yes. 
1146. And that does you ?-Yes. 
1147. What do you pay the butcher a pound for beef when you get it ?-I do not know. 
1148. Have you got plenty of clothes ?-Yes. 
1149. You do not complain of the want of clothing ?-We have got trousers, shirts, and boots. 
1150. When they wear out do you get another pair ?-Yes. 
1151. Whenever you apply for them ?-Yes. 
1152. Have you ever been refused, during the last three 

the clothes were all broken we might buy some from the hawker. 
1153. Who pays for that ?-We pay him half perhaps now, and half next year. 
1154. Besides the blue shirt and the trousers, how many shirts do you get ?-This last time I got 

two shirts. 
1155. 
1156. 
1157. 
1158. 
1159. 
1160. 
1161. 
1162. 
1163. 

Melbourne. 
1164. They are not washed till you get another ?-Yes. 
1165. What do you do then ?-Wear another outside shirt. 
1166. Do your boots last you ?-Yes. 
1167. When will you get the next pair-can you get a pair to-day if you apply for them ?-No. 
1168. Do they give a pair ?-We wear the boots till they send another pair from town. Sometimes 

we are barefoot, when the boot is all broken. 
1169. You would rather go to a warmer part of the country, providing you got the same treatment 

you get anywhere else-if you got enough to eat and to wear in a warmer part of the country would you 
prefer that to stopping here ?-I would not like to go altogether. I would like to go for fresh air. I am 
always bad every winter. 

1170. Have you asked them to let you go ?-I asked Captain Page plenty of times. He would not 

let me go. 
1171. How long since were you bad last time ?-I do not feel well now. 
1172. Have you been laid up in bed that you were not able to rise at all ?-Yes, I was laid on the 

bed sometimes. I would go into the paddock and do a little work to keep me warm. When I am lying 
down I feel well. 

years, when you applied for them ?-If 

Do you wear flannels ?-Yes. 
Does the Government give you flannels ?-Yes, the woman sews them. 
She gets the flannel ?-Yes, from the stock. 
Whenever that flannel wears out do you get another one ?-No, I do not get any more. 
Do you ask for any more ?-Yes, he says the flannels are done. 
When did you get that flannel you have got on ?-This year. 
It is good enough yet ?-Yes. 
Have you got another ?-No. 
How do you do when that flannel wants washing ?-If another loading comes up from 

Johnny Terriek, 
continued, 

80th Sept. 1881. 
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Johnny Terrick, 
continued, 

30th Sept. 1881. 

1173. Did the doctor see you during your illness ?-Yes. 
1174. Did he give you medicine ?-Yes. 
1175. Who served out the medicine-was it handed out to you to do what you liked with it ?-Yes. 
1176. Who had it ?-Mr. Strickland. 
1177. Does Mr. Strickland visit you when you are ill ?-Sometimes. 
1178. Has your wife been ill ?-Yes. 
1179. Does any one visit her ?-No. 
1180. Does Mrs. Strickland call to see her at all ?-Sometimes when she is sent for. . 

1181. I see, by the book, you were away hunting for about six weeks. Where were you when you 
were hunting P-Mr. Fisher's, on the Goulburn. I asked Mr. Strickland to let me go for fresh air, when I 
was bad. 

1182. Do you drink any when you are away ?-No never drink anything. 
1183. Were you ever drunk P-Sometimes, but I did not like it. 
1184. You have not been drunk lately ?-No. 
1185. You do not want to be drunk again ?-No. 
1186. Have you ever been brought before the bench, at Healesville ?-Yes. 
1187. Have you ever been fined ?-No. 
1188. Have you any complaint to make against auy one, against the treatment you receive, or 

anything of that kind ?-Yes, I was asking for my house ; I want a house to be put up. My house is a 
bark hut, that is not whitefellow's putting up. I asked Captain Page, "I want some house" ; he said, 
"All right," and put two new houses up. I was away then, and Captain Page sent word to Mr. Strickland 
and told him to put a man into the new houses. Bobby and Jack Briggs went into the new houses. I am 
living in a bark hut, the ground is damp in winter time ; you can see the ground is damp. Nobody would 
live in a house like that I am living in ; a bad bit of a house-damp. Captain Page came again. I asked 
him again, " Could you allow, me to have a new house ? " and he said, " Go and ask Mr. Berry for money." 

1189. Did you go to Air. Berry ?-Yes ; I did not go for this. 
1190. You went with the deputation ?-Yes. 
1191. What was the cause of the deputation going to town-what did you ask for from Mr. Berry ? 

-I only went to listen to the other chaps, I never spoke. 
1192. Have you anything more to say ?-I have got nothing to say much. 
1193. You would be satisfied if they would give you plenty to eat, and clothes, and a good house ? 

-I would sooner have a warm house. 
1194. You would be then satisfied ?-Yes. 

The witness withdrew. 

Richard Dick, aboriginal, examined 
Richard Dick, 	 1195. By the Board.-How old are you ?-I do not know. 30th Sept. 1881. 

1196. Where were you born-where do you come from ?-I do not know where I was born, my 
country is Gilmore. 

1197. How long have you been on this station ?-I came on with Mr. Green. 
1198. Are you married ?-Yes. 
1199. Your wife alive ?-Yes. 
1200. Living here now ?-Yes. 
1201. Any children ?-No. 
1202. Have you had any ?-No. 
1203. Do you work ?-Yes. 
1204. Where do you work ?-I used to split post and rails in Mr. Green's time. 
1205. What have you been doing this last year or two ?-In the hop ground. 
1206. Do you work full time, every day the weather is good ?-Yes, I work in the fine days. When 

the shower comes it touches my back. I always feel sick there, and in my chest. 
1207. Are you worse in winter than in summer ?-Yes. 
1208. You quite recover in summer ?-Yes. 
1209. Have you been away from the station since you came here ?-I have been away for a long 

while-for three months. 
1210. When ?-About two years ago. 
1211. What were you doing ?-I asked Captain Page for leave to go to Warrnambool for my health 

for three months. 
1212. You went there ?-Yes. 
1213. Did your health improve ?-Yes ; when I came back I was better. 
1214. Would you rather stop there than here ?-I should rather stop here. 
1215. If you do not get your health would you not rather stop where you would not be sick ?-

I would rather stop here now ; I do not think I will go anywhere any more. 
1216. You want to go away now and again ?-I do not think I will go anywhere any more. 
1217. Are you getting too old to go about the country ?-Yes, and I feel very weak, too. 
1218. You do not feel fit for work ?-No ; I would sooner stop here, and do the work at this place. 
1219. You are paid every two months ?-Yes. 
1220. You cannot tell how much a week you get ?-No. 
1221. How much did you get at the last pay ?-At the last pay I got 9s. 3id. 
1222. What did you do with that money P-I tried to pay my debts with it. 
1223. You paid that away to pay part of your debt ?-Yes. 
1224. Who furnishes you with meat P-I get very little meat from the Government ; 6 lbs. would 

not stand long. 
1225. Do you get 6 lbs. from Government ?-Yes ; that would not last me long. 
1226. Would not 6 lbs. do two persons a week P-No, not two that have got to work. 
1227. They only givd you the 6 lbs. when you are not working ?-I get that all along. 
1228. Work or no work ?-From the Government-yes. 
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1229. We had a witness in here, just now, who said that eight pounds was enough for himself and a 
wife and two children ?-Yes. 	

Ichard Dick, 
Utied, 

1230. Did you go down to Melbourne on that deputation to see Mr. Berry ?-Yes. 	
sorb Sept. 181- 

1231. You were one ?-Yes. 
1232. What did you ask Mr. Berry ?-We went about the station. 
1233. You were afraid they were going to sell it ?-Yes. 
1234. Have you no other complaints ; did you make any other complaint about the treatment-

about the management ?-We asked for Mr. Green to be appointed manager again. 
1235. You would like Mr. Green ?-Yes, I like Mr. Green well. 
1236. Do you like Mrs. Green ?-Yes, very much. 
1237. Do you like Mr. Strickland ?-No. 
1238. Why ?-I do not like Mr. Strickland because he will never call over to me when I am sick in 

my bed. 
1239. He does not visit you when you are sick ?-No ; since he came on the station he has never 

come and offered to enter my door. 
1240. Has your wife ever been sick ?-Yes. 
1241. Does any one visit her when she is in bed ?-Sometimes. 
1242. Who visits her ?-Mrs. Strickland's daughter. 
1243. Are they kinder than their father ?-Sometimes. 
1244. Is Mrs. Strickland kind ?-I do not know, I cannot say much about that, because I do not 

come in often except when I am sick. 
1245. Do you ever attend the preaching here ?-Yes. 
1246. Every Sunday ?-Sometimes I come in when I feel right. When I feel ill in my chest I 

cannot come in. 
1247. Your grievance is that he does not visit you when you are sick ?-Yes ; I do not like Mr. 

Strickland much. 
1248. Does he like you ?-I do not exactly think he likes me. 
1249. Does he like any of the people P-I do not know. When I feel sick he does not come up to 

my place, and it fidgets me. 
1250. You would like to see him come ?-Yes. When I was sick he did not come near me, and 

that is why I do not like him. 
1251. Do you get enough to wear ; do you get enough clothing ?-I asked Mr. Strickland in the 

store for a blue shirt, and the mistress was there too, and he said, "I will see directly, and I will give it to 
you." I went home and came back again, and said to Mr. Strickland, " Have you that blue shirt ?" He 
said " No," and all the time he had got a bundle in the store. He does not like to give it to me, I think. 

1252. How many pairs of trousers do you get during the year ?-Two ; one dirty, one is washed. 
1253. Do you wear flannels ?-Yes. 
1254. Do you get enough of them P-No, I did not get any this time ; he did not give it to me 

when I sent my payment down. He said he had got none all the time he had plenty in the store put away 
somewhere ; I do not know where. 

1255. How do you know ?-I know it well ; that is the truth. 
1256. Did you see it ?-Yes, I saw it. 
1257. You did not know where it was ; how could you see it ?-I saw it in the store one time. 
1258. Have you plenty of blankets P-A blanket once a year. 
1259. Are you quite warm at night ?-Yes. 
1260. Have you got any other complaint ?-I was going to say this : when I came back from 

Warrnambool (when Captain Page gave me leave to go to Warrnambool, I wanted to go there for my 
health) I wrote a letter to Captain Page ; at least, one of my friends wrote it. He got the letter, but he 
did not send me the ticket I asked for to come back again. I came across a friend who gave me a lift back 
again to Melbourne, and from Melbourne I came by coach next day. I started to walk. Three months 
after the pay day came, and when I came in to this table Captain Page wrote a letter to Mr. Strickland to 
take ten shillings out of my account for that coach ticket. He never sent the ticket to me. 

1261. Anything else ?-We want Mr. Green back very badly. 
1262. You have got nothing more to say P-Mr. Green was very good. He grew vegetables here a 

long time, and oats, hay, potatoes, and carrots ; he grew everything, and we cannot get that now Mr. Strick-
land is here. 

1263. Had you plenty of beef in Mr. Green's time ?-Yes. 
1264. You had not to buy beef then ?-No. 
1265. Did you work as well then as you do now ?-Yes, I could lift a big log in Mr. Green's time. 
1266. Now you do not get enough to eat P-No. 
1267. And you feel weak ?-Yes. 
1268. Do you think it would help your sickness if you got more to eat ?-Yes ; but we cannot get 

it when Mr. Strickland is here. In Mr. Green's time we got plenty. 
1269. You do not want to see this station broken up ?-No. 
1270. You are quite content to live here if you get enough to eat and enough to wear ?-I cannot 

leave here till I die. I am getting old now. 
1271. Do you wish to say anything else ?-That is all, I think. 

The witness withdrew. 

William Parker, aboriginal, examined. 

1272. How old are you ?-About thirty. 
1273. Where did you come from ?-Jim Crow. 
1274. Are you married?-Yes. 
1275. Is your wife alive ?-Yes ; I am just newly married. 
1276. Were you ever married before ?-Yes. 

CORAiDEREK. 	 D 

William Parker, 
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William Parker, 	 1277. Any children ?-They are all dead. 
30th  
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	 1278. Where did they die ?-Here. My wife died in the hospital. 

1279. How long ago ?-Twelve months ago. 
1280. What are you doing here 7-Work in the hops sometimes. 
1281. Are you working all the year round ?-I was working all the year round. I felt bad this last 

fortnight or three weeks. 
1282. Do you ever leave the station to go anywhere else ?-I have been for a trip up to Echuca. 
1283. What did you go to Echuca for ?-For my health. 
1284. Did it improve your health ?-Not much. 
1285. Which do you think best, warm weather or cold ?-My country is as cold as this. 
1286. During the last year or two did you get your health better in the summer than you did in the 

winter ?-Not much. 
1287. Do you earn enough money to buy enough beef ?-No. 
1288. How much did you get at the last pay ?-£1 19s. 
1289. What did you do with all that money ?-I paid the butcher. 
1290. Are you still in debt to the butcher ?-I am a little. I am nearly £2 in debt still. 
1291. Whom do you owe the money to ?-Mrs. Malloy, and others. 
1292. What did you buy ?-My wife got things. 
1293. What did she buy 7-Kerosene and candles, and other things. 
1294. Do they allow you anything for light after dark-I mean the Government 2--I do not know 

whether they do. If we ask, we get a little. 
1295. What do you get ? -Candles. 
1296. I want to know how much you pay a pound for the beef you get from the butchers ?-Three-

pence or fourpence a pound, I think. 
1297. Do you buy it without knowing how much you pay for it ?-We do not pay for it until we 

get the money. 
1298. Have you your last account from the butcher ?-No. 
1299. He calls and tells you you owe so much money?-Yes ; he brings his book with him. 
1300. He does not leave any paper with you ?-No. 
1301. You do not know what you are paying for it ?-No. 
1302. Whom do you get it from ?-From Chandler just now. 
1303. Are you able to work generally ?-I was able to work until two or three months ago. I have 

been in the hospital. 
1304. Do you mean to say you do not earn enough money to keep you in beef ?-No. 
1305. Supposing the Government gave you enough beef, would you be willing to work without 

receiving any money-if they gave you plenty of clothes and plenty to eat ?-Yes. 
1306. Willing ?-Yes. 
1307. And do as much work as you are doing now ?-Yes. 
1308. Do you get enough clothing-trousers and shirts and flannels P-1 have not got a flannel 

this twelve months. 
1309. Have you not one on ?-I have, but I got it about twelve months ago. 
1310. Did you go to town that time-some two months ago-to Mr. Berry ?-Yes. 
1311. What led you to go to town ?-We saw in the papers they were going to do away with the 

station. 
1312. And you went to town to tell Mr. Berry he should not sell the station ?-Yes. 
1313. Had you any other complaints to make at that time. Did you complain of Mr. Harris or 

Mr. Strickland or Captain Page ?-No. 
1314. Did you ask Mr. Berry for anything 7-No, not at that time. 
1315. Just to keep the station here ?-Yes. 
1316. Have you any complaints to make now ?-About managing the station ; it is not managed• 

properly. 
1317. How would you like it managed ?-I would like to see •it grow everything for itself-

to support itself. 
1318. You want to see everything grown here, so as not to have to buy anything ?-Yes. 
1349. Have you time to do it when you are working .at the hops ?-There are so many men at the 

hops and so many men to the other farm work. 
1320. Are any of the men idle any part of the. year ?--Not that I know of unless they are sick. 
1321. Could you do more work than is done now on the place ?-We could do a lot of work. 
1322. Besides what is done now ?-Yes. 
1323. Have you not work enough ?-We cannot do much as we are treated. 
1324. Do you get enough to eat except beef ?-I run out in flour sometimes. 
1325. How much flour do you get every week-you and your wife P.-Seventeen pounds of flour. 
1326. Do you get enough tea ?-I get enough tea ; it is sugar and flour I run out of. 
1327. And beef ?-Yes. 
1328. Do you know how much sugar you get ?-Four pounds. 
1329. In any part of the season do you get beef from the station, not from the butcher ?-We have 

to buy it. 
1330. Can you get it by buying on the station at any part of the year ?-When they kill. 
1331. Do they kill ?-Not now. 
1332. At any time ?-They used to kill onetime, but not now. 
1333. How long is it since they killed ?-I am not sure ; I could not tell you ; I was here when 

Mr. Green was here. 
1334. You were more satisfied then than you are now 7-Yes. 
1335. Plenty to eat ?-Plenty of potatoes, cabbages, turnips, and everything. 

The witness withdrew. 
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George Briggs, aboriginal, examined. 
1336. Are you the brother of the other Briggs that was in here ?-Yes. 
1337. How old are you ?-Thirty-eight. 
1338. Where did you come from ?-Tasmania. 
1339. Were you born in Tasmania ?-Yes. 

1340. How long have you been on the station ?-Six weeks at the present time. I never stay on 
the station. 

1341. Were you here on the former station ?-No, I have been working up country. 
1342. You came 'from Tasmania with your father and mother ?-Yes. 
1343. Where were your father and mother when you came over ?-They came to Melbourne. 
1344. When they came up here did you come with them ?-No, I stopped on a station on the other 

side of Fiery Creek. 

1345. Where did you come from lately ?-Daylesford, near Ballarat. 
1346. What were you doing there ?-Bullock driving. 
1347. Did you get tired of that work ?-No, they were giving the bullocks a spell, and I thought I 

would come and see my mother and brother. 

1348. Have you been working here at all ?-Yes, I was here about two years ago, and stopped about 
eight weeks. 

1349. You worked then ?-Yes. 
1350. You prefer being away to stopping here ?-Yes. 
1351. Have you worked any since you came back ?-Yes, during the time I was here I worked and 

never received any payment. I was hunted off the station by Captain Page. 
1352. What was that for ?-I do not know. 
1353. Have you been married ?-I have been, but my wife left me. 
1354. Did you marry here ?-No, at Ararat. 
1355. A black ?-No, a white woman. 
1356. Any children ?-Yes. 

1357. Where are they ?-In the Industrial School ; I pay so much a week for them. 
1358. What wages do you make here ?-I get the same wages as the rest of the men. 
1359. Some of them earn three times as much as the others ?-I worked with the majority of the men. 
1360. You have not been paid since you arrived ?-No. 
1361. It is not due till the latter end of the month ?-No. 
1362. What rations do you get ; do you get enough ?-No. 
1363. Do you know how much you get ?-No, I never asked. I know we do not get enough. 
1364. Who weighs it out ?-My mother gets it. I do not know who weighs it. 
1365. She gets the rations for you and your brother ?-No, me and herself, my brother is married. 
1366. You have to buy beef yourself ?-Yes. 

1367. Can you earn more money than is required to buy beef ?-I have never earned any from the 
station. 

1368. You get credit from the butcher ?-Yes. 
1369. How much do you pay for the beef ? -I do not know. 
1370. Is it your intention to stay on this station?-Not while I am able to work. I am going away 

in a very short time again. 

1371. You can do better up the country ?-Much better. The time I was here before when Captain 
Page sent me away, the money I earned he paid to the butcher in the township without my giving him 
an order. 

1372. Did you complain of that ?-It was only the other day I found it out. I thought I had 
something to receive. 

1373. Do you know how much you owe the butcher ?-I owed him nothing. I was living with my 
brother. I only came down to stop a few weeks. 

The witness withdrew. 

George Briggs, 
90th Sept. 1881. 

Tommy Avoca examined. 
1374. You do not know your age ?-No. 
1375. Where did you come from P-I came from Mount Franklin 
1376. How long since ?-Sixteen years ago. 
1377. You have been here sixteen years ?-Yes. 
1378. Have you ever been away since ?-No. 
1379. You never went away to work anywhere else ?-No. 
1380. Have you been working here constantly since then ?-Yes. 
1381. Have you ever been sick ?-Sometimes. 
1382. Are you suffering from lung disease ?-Yes. 
1383. You cough ?-Yes. 
1384-. What time of the year are you most troubled ?-Winter time. 
1385. Are you married ?-Yes. 
1386. Is your wife living ?-Yes. 
1387. Have you children ?-No. 
1388. Have you had any ?-Yes. 
1389. And they died ?-Yes. 

1390. How long ago since they died ?-I do not know how many years. It was when Mr. Green 
was here. 

1391. Were you married when you came to the station ?-We were old people when we came. 
1392. Were your children born before you came here ?-Yes, born up Talbot way. 
1393. What was the cause of death-did they die from lung disease ?-Yes. 
1394. Are you able to work now?-Sometimes. 
1395. Do you earn much money ?-Not enough. 

Tommy Avoca, 
30th Sept. 1881. 
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Tommy Avoca, 
continued. 

gOth Sept. 1881. 

1396. How much did you get last pay day ?-£3, sometimes £4. 
1397. How much last time ?-Sixteen shillings last time. 
1398. How was it you only got sixteen shillings last time ?-We have to buy the meat. 
1399. Is sixteen shillings' worth of beef enough for you for two months ?-At the same time we pay 

for what we get from the storekeeper. 
1400. You do not buy tea and sugar at the store ?-Sometimes. 
1401. Are you out of flour sometimes ?-Sometimes. 
1402. You do not get enough from the Government to keep you 7-No. 
1403. How many days does the allowance last you ?-We get it every Saturday. Sometimes we 

run out on Thursday, sometimes on Friday. 
1404. What do you do the other days when you are without ?-We sell baskets and fish ; and we 

get a little tea and sugar when we are out of tea and sugar. 
1405. Did you ever complain that you did not get enough ?-Yes. 
1406. What did he say ?-The manager ? 
1407. Yes ?-He said, "Nothing of the sort." 
1408. Supposing 	get all you want from the Government-as much as you can eat-would you 

work without pay ?-I do not know. 
1409. You would like the pay as well as the rations ?-Yes. 
1410. What would you do with the money ?-To buy clothing. 
1411. Supposing the Government gave you enough clothing-if you had plenty of beef, plenty of 

flour, and plenty of clothes, would you work as much as you are doing now without money ?-We like 
money just the same as whitefellow. Supposing you hire to people you ask for an agreement. 

1412. Have you got any complaints to make ?-Yes. We asked Captain Page for a hut. I followed 
him all along the garden, and asked him, " When are you going to put up my house." He would not 
answer me-he only walked along. 

1413. Is your house not a good house ?-No ; a hark but. 
1414. Anything else ?-Then we asked Mr. Strickland for ten palings, and Mr. Strickland told me, 

"I cannot give away the palings, because they below?
b 
 to Captain Page." 

1415. What were you going to do with the palings ?-A little fowl house. 
1416. Did he not give you them ?-No. Mr. Strickland told me, " If I give away the palings 

Captain Page would be angry with me," because they wanted to put them along the garden to fence it 
round ; and Mr. Strickland said, "How would you like it when Captain Page was angry with me." Mr. 
Strickland gave me some nails to please me. 

1417. Anything else ?-When I got the toothache I laid on my bed for a week. 
1418. Did it last all that time ?-Yes. Then I had to buy some painkiller myself, with my own 

money. 
1419. Did it cure it ?-Yes. 
1420. What do you want principally-what do you complain of-are you not well treated ?-We 

want Mr. Green back. 
1421. That is the whole affair ?-Yes, because Mr. Green was managing the blacks before. 
1422. He was always kind to you before ?-Yes, he said he was once a blackfellow himself. 
1423. How did he turn a white man ?-I do not know. At that time when the paddock was on 

the flat we saw a blackfellow working to put up a fence. He had Mr. Green with him and Thomas. 
1424. They worked with the blackfellows to put the fence up ?-Yes. 

The witness withdrew. 

Alfred Morgan further examined. 

Alfred Morgan, 	 1425. What do you want to say ?-The time I went to Melbourne with Marcus Fergussou I had no 
.30th Sept. 1881. money when I went down. I had no coach ticket, and when Fred. Simmons asked me for my ticket I had 

none to present to him. He told me that my tare was no more wanted down to Melbourne, and Mr. 
Mackay spoke to him. 

1426. He had you sent on?-Yes ; he asked me whether I had any one to do for me in Melbourne. 
I told him I had not. 

1427. What are you complaining of ?-What was I to do in Melbourne ? 
1428. Did you ask for money?-Mr. Strickland knew very well I had to go to Melbourne. He told 

me I would see Captain Page in Melbourne. I told him Captain Page would not be in his office after four 
o'clock. 

1429. Why did you not ask him for the coach ticket ?-He sent me a written note at the time I 
took the two boys. Mr. Strickland went down with me at the same time. He never asked me whether 
the children had any dinner or anything. 

The witness withdrew. 

The Rev. F. T. Strickland further examined. 
The Rev. 	 1430. Can you inform us how many habitable dwellings there are in the station ?-[ The witness 

F.  Strickland, 
zoth Sept. 1881. referred to a book.]-Twenty-one buildings. I believe nineteen are habitable. 

1431. I mean occupied ?-There are twenty-one occupied, but two are bad. 
1432. You consider there are only two unfit for habitation ?-Yes. 
1433. How do you distribute the flannel to them ?-Mrs. Strickland keeps all those draperies. I 

never touch them. She and my daughter distribute them. If you will allow me to call them I will do so. 

Mrs. Strickland was called in. 
1434. ( To Mrs. Strickland.)-We want to know how you distribute the flannel for the USO of the 

men and their wives. Do you give it in the piece ?-No ; cut off so many yards for a woman-two yards 
and a half for the women's vests-five yards for the men's shirts. 

1435. Do you supply the wives with the flannel intended for the husband?-I give it to the wives. 
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1436. They are supposed to make their husbands' flannels. How often do you give to them ?-That 	The 1;ev. 
=and . Tc:9 r, 

is given every June ; but they very frequently come for it between-say perhaps three or four months after- 
F 	:4itu  

wards. I do not know what they do with it. 	 30th Sept. 1881. 

1437. Do you keep account of it ?-Yes, always ; who get it, and for what purpose. 
1438. We have had here that some five out of the six say they never got a flannel except what 

they got from their wives, which was made out of their wives' petticoats ?-They always have it when they 
ask for it. If they do not ask for it, I do not know when they want it. 

1439. They complain that they have to get their flannels out of their wives' petticoats?-They had 
280 yards distributed among them this year. 

1440. Do you give out the men's clothing ?-Yes. 
1441. How often do you distribute their clothing ?-Yearly distribution-generally in the early part 

of July or the latter end of June, and at any other time they want it. Of course, if they came two months 
afterwards, I should refuse it-but any other time. 

1442. If they came every four months, would you give it to them ?-Yes, if it is in the store. 
1443. Are you without those articles ?-We are now without flannel, but we had a larger quantity 

supplied to the station, and they had it earlier than usual, and it is all distributed. 
1444. Do you consider they get enough to keep them going ?-I am sure they do. 
1445. How do you account for a person getting a suit of clothes now and in three months coming 

for another ?-Perhaps an accident. 
1446. Do you make enquiries ?-Yes, I look at the book to see. 
1447. You do not give it except they give you a satisfactory reason ?-No. 
1448. Have you any reason to think that they sell part of their clothes ?-I would not like to say 

what I think. I saw four pairs of trousers belonging to one man, hanging on the fence. He had not sold 
his, evidently. 

1449. Do they get shoes and socks ?-Of course, socks whenever they ask for them. They get 
shoes twice a year-in January and June. 

1450. You deal with the women in the same way. If they give any reasonable excuse for asking 
for it you give them ?-Yes, if we have it in the store, always. 

1451. Do you get sufficient supply whenever you require it ?-I think so. 
1452. When you run out do you send down for more ?-Yes. They have two winter dresses and 

two summer dresses. 
1453. Do they get sufficient blankets ?-Each family has one pair of blankets every year. Barak 

has had two pairs, Punch has had two pairs, Morgan has had two pairs and a half because he had a sick 
child. 

1454. Do you ever visit them ?-Yes. 
1455. Often ?-Yes, often ; my daughters too. 
1456. Do you see they keep their places tidy ?-Mr. Strickland does that. 
1457. Do you visit the women when they are sick ?-Yes, sometimes three or four times a day, 

either I or my daughters. They make them soup and anything else they can think of. 
1458. (To Mr. Strickland.)-You never refuse to supply them with medicine ?-Never refuse them 

night or day. 
1459. Do you show them how they ought to take it ?-Yes-not invariably. The medicine might 

be taken half to-night and half to-morrow morning. I could not be there early in the morning, but they 
understand how to take it. 

1460. (To Mrs. Strickland.)-It has been reported here to-day that a girl died in the schoolroom 
some time ago, and that she was allowed to get very dirty and full of vermin, and no attention was paid to 
her?-We had been only here three weeks at the time. 

1461. Is it a fact ?-It is a base concoction. 
1462. Did you see the girl ?-I used to be in and out constantly with her-my daughter and my 

servant saw her there in a bad state, but not through my inattention. 
1463. There was nothing of the kind ?-i do not say her head was not sore, but it was not through 

my neglect. 
[The Shorthand Writer read the note previously referred to.] 

1464. Is it a fact she was buried in the wincey dress?-I think she was. I did not know the custom 
of the aboriginals ; that part of the letter may be true. 

1465. This has come before the other Board ?-Yes. 
1466. What Board was that ?- 
Mr. Strickland.-This letter, or a similar letter, was sent to the Aboriginal Board by myself ; an 

official enquiry was made into it nearly three years ago. 
1467. There is no truth in the statement that she was fly-blown after she died ?- 
Mr. Strickland.-Not the slightest. My servant saw her constantly, and she was examined by the 

Board. 
1468. You had attended to this girl as often as you considered it necessary ?-Yes, constantly. 
1469. She was in bed when you arrived on the station ?-Yes, in a much smaller room, where 

there were three beds, and I moved her from that. 
1470. She never recovered sufficiently to get up before she died ?-No, she was rather crazy. 
1471. You consider that every attention necessary was given her ?-Yes, all that she could take 

was given her. Sometimes she was so vexed at being asked to take anything that she would throw them 
out on the floor. That made me say she was a little crazy. 

1472. (To Mr. Strickland.)-Can you inform us what the men pay for their meat ?-The butcher's 
contract with the station was threepence a pound. 

1473. Have you any idea what the men pay ?-They deal with the butcher themselves. 
1474. Not one of them can tell ?-They have bills. 
1475. They say they have no bills ?-I have seen him hand them their bills many a time. They 

have said he charged them fourpence, and he said they will not take any but the superior price. The 
butcher's price for the station has been at the rate of 16s. the hundred pounds, but if I was to interfere 



The Reverend Robert Hamilton examined. 
The Reverend 	 1489. By the Board.—Do you know the Corauderrk station ?—Yes. I have known it since.. Robert Hamilton, 

before it was formed. I used to visit the blacks when they were wandering. 2nd Nov.1881. 

1490. You have been in the habit of visiting it often ?—I have been in the habit of visiting as long 
as Mr. Green was manager, and during the time of Mr. Stable, who succeeded him. 

1491. Have you been there recently ?—Not since Mr. Stable was there. 
1492. How long ago is that ?—About five years. 
1493. Have you seen any of the aboriginals since ?—Frequently. In Melbourne, sometimes in the 

streets, sometimes in the hospital, sometimes at my own house. 
1494. What condition have you found them in ?—Sometimes I have found the men going away to 

other parts of the colony for employment, but always poor—generally calling for money to help them—
having no money to pay for their lodgings, or carry them to their destination. 

1495. Were they well clad ?—Pretty fairly clad ; those who were young and vigorous, and who, 
were getting regular employment. 

1496. Do you think from their appearance they were well fed ?—In some cases they appeared to be so. 
1497. What was the cause of their going to the hospital ?—Sickness—lung disease ; I think chiefly 

lung disease. 

1498. Of course you cannot say from your own knowledge of the station during the last five years 
—Not from personal visiting. 

1499. You spoke of lung disease—that is a disease which is peculiarly fatal to the blacks in this. 
country ?—Yes. 

1500. It does not belong to the locality, but to the blacks in Victoria ?—I believe not ; I can only 
speak from hearsay in that matter. 

1501. You can speak from the reports which are printed here ?—Yes. 
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The Rev. with those men they would tell me to mind my own business. They will not be dictated to as to what they F. T. Strickland, 
canimued. pay. As to the girl being maggot-blown, I should think it very possible that, at that period of the year, 

30th Sept. 1881. flies might have blown in her, but I do not say they did. 
Mrs. Strickland.—She had a blue veil over her bead and face. 
1476. (To Mr. Strickland.)—What is the amount of rations they get—how many pounds of flour ? 

—Ten pounds a man and woman ; those children over ten years of age, full rations ; under ten, half rations. 
1477. That is the regulation of the Board ?—Yes. 
1478. What about the sugar ?—They have two pounds of sugar each over ten years—half for 

children—one pound over two and under ten years. 
1479. Does a woman have as much as a man ?—Yes. 
1480. How much tea ?—Four ounces each adult ; under ten and over two years, half. 
1481. If they run short, which they all say they do, about Thursday—if they come to you, do you 

give them anything ?—A pannikin of sugar, just to carry them over ; sometimes they have been remon-
strated with for having so much and yet using it. In reference to the fencing and other improvements on 
the station, I may say that in the Royal Report of 1877 the Government were strongly urged to dispose of 
the station, and transfer the aborigines to other stations more congenial with their constitutions. Pending 
the reply of the Board, I suspended any expense and outlay until the last few months, when several new 
houses were ordered to be erected, and other improvements to be made. Such operations were at once 
stopped when the present Board of Enquiry was appointed. It has been remarked that I do not make 
myself more sociable and familiar with the people of the station. In reply, I have to say that from the 
beginning of my duties here I have treated all with uniform kindness and fatherly advice. Too much 
familiarity would materially militate against the reasonable discipline necessary for the well-being of all 
concerned. As to religious instruction, when I have found it necessary to reprove, or to refuse any 
unreasonable request, the consequence has almost invariably been the non-attendance of the individual and 
as many others as could be influenced. 

1482. Have you anything more to add ?—Nothing more. 
1483. There is a man Briggs here. He said he was put from the station some time ago by Captain 

Page ?—It is true. 
1484. He is a bad character ?—Very refractory. 
1485. He does not stop on the station ?—No. 
1486. Is his brother as bad a character ?—There are two brothers. The married one is the worst. 
1487. The one who was driven off the station is the better of the two ?—He is the better of the 

two. He is the dancing master of the place ; he is a great swell. It is always the same thing, the beef 
is not fat enough, or it is too fat. One of the men said, " I am not going to have meat like this, this is 
bone." I said, " How many pounds have you ?" He said, " Twelve pounds." He was only charged for 
eight, because there was four pounds of bone. He said he would not eat it. 

1488. When you kill meat, what do you charge them ?—Twopence or twopence-halfpenny. 

The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, 2ND NOVEMBER 1881. 

Present : 
E. H. CAMERON, Esq., M.L.A., in the Chair ; 

Mrs. Bon, 
Thos. Armstrong, Esq., J.P., 
J. Kerr, Esq., 
D. McNab, Esq., 

T. Embling, Esq., M.D., J.P., 
J. C. Steel, Esq., J. P., 
G. De Pury, Esq., J.P., 
J. L. Dow, Esq., M.L.A. ■ 
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1502. Do you think a low swampy ground with a humid atmosphere would be beneficial to the The Reverend 
blacks or conducive to the disease ?--I would not think it at all beneficial to the disease ; but I think there 
are other causes as well as the moist climate. I have seen, in the winter time, the children running about 2nd Nov. 1881. 
without shoes and stockings. From the very first time I have been acquainted with them on the station, in 
the coldest weather they were running about with bare feet and legs. They require training to know how 
to take care of their health. 

1503. In what state did you find the child Betsy Mickie, who called at your house some months ago? 
-That was in the middle of winter. She seemed very insufficiently clad-only a light thin outer piece of 
raiment. She looked altogether to be clad in a way not suited to the season. 

1504. In what state was she with regard to cleanliness ?-I believe her head was not clean. 
1505. She had vermin in her head ?-Yes. 
1506. What age was she ?-About twelve years of age, I should think. 
1507. What disease was she suffering from ?-From ophthalmia. 
1508. Bad eyes ?-Bad eyes ; she came down for medical treatment. She was extremely frightened 

at the idea of being left by her mother. 

1509. She objected to being left for medical treatment ?-She was very averse to separation from 
her mother and being left with strangers. 

1510. Was that the reason she was at your house ?-I believe it was ; and till she should be properly examined by the doctor. 

1511. She did not object to go back to the station ?-She went back soon after. 
1512. Their antipathy to go to other institutions did not include Coranderrk ?-She had no objection 

to go to Coranderrk ; she did not wish to be left in town. I have found a very strong aversion on the 
part of the aboriginals at Coranderrk to be brought to the hospital. 

1513. Who brought her down ?-She came down with her mother. Her mother was suffering from 
a tumor. She was advised to come down for medical treatment, and the child was ill with her eyes. She 
did not get admission ; she came to me, and stayed all night at my house. 

1514. Was she attended by a medical man ?-No medical man called at my house. 
1515. You think she did have medical attendance ?-She was taken to see a medical man. 
1516. I suppose you have had no experience of other blacks in other parts of the colony ?-I have 

not visited the other stations. 

1517. You do not know whether this lung disease is prevalent in other parts of the colony ?-I do 
not know. 

1518. From what you have seen of the sick in other hospitals, do you not consider a hospital erected 
on the station would be a desirable thing ?-I think it would, if possible, because they come to the 
Melbourne hospital and see none of their own kindred, and do not hear their own tongue spoken. They 
regard themselves as isolated and lost. They see white people, who, although they may be very kind, yet 
are perfect strangers. I have been very much distressed, on visiting them for the purpose of imparting 
spiritual consolation, to find their minds so unsettled. I have found it extremely difficult to make any 
good impression on their minds. I think, as a general rule, the being brought to the Melbourne hospital is 
an aggravation of their trouble, and a hindrance to their restoration on account of the anxiety they feel. 

[Mrs. Bon handed in the following letter :]- 
" Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital, 

Melbourne, April 4th 	. 
This child-Betsy Michie-has been examined by Doctor Grey, and found necessary that she should a tend oncee a week regularly. 

(Sgd.) 	JOHN A. McKIE, Phar. Chemist." 
1519. Have you seen any of the other aboriginals lately. You attended a little boy who was 

dying ; what was he craving ?-He was exceedingly distressed at being left alone by his father. His 
father had to have recourse to expedients in order that he might not know he left him. He was in the 
greatest distress at being-left in the hospital. 

1520. That was William Barak's son ?-Yes. 
1521. In all the cases you mentionythe children appear to be very glad to get back to Coranderrk ? 

-All glad to get back ; and even the adults are afraid of dying away from the station. They like to die 
among their own friends. 

1522. Do.you think there is,  a place on the settlement suitable for a hospital ?-I should think so. 
There might be a hospital very suitably erected there. 

1523. Is there any ground high enough near the Badger creek ? -It would require to be on high ground. 
1524. Do you know the formation of the ground at all ?-Yes. 

stands on an elevation. 
1525. There is not much high ground about there, only just facing the road ?-The whole township 

1526. The half-caste element predominates at Coranderrk. Those half-caste girls expressed a desire 
to be allowed to go out to service.. You have had one serving you for some time ; does she make a 
good servant ?-I have had one for a considerable number of years, licensed by the Board. We had con-
siderable trouble for a good while to train her to be a perfect servant. There was always some defect that we were willing to put up with. 

1527. Do you find her a good servant ?-A thorough good servant now. 
1528. Would that not be a good way of getting them absorbed in the population, instead of 

pauperising them on Coranderrk station ?-I can only speak of my own experience that this case 
has proved very successful indeed. I do not doubt that others would make just as good servants if they were 
under good training, and taken into good families, as the one I have got. Still they have all a hankering 
for beinc,  allowed to live in one community. 

1529. They like to visit their friends occasionally ?-Yes. 
1530. How long have you had this girl ?-We have still got her. I think we have had her about five years. 

1531. Is she as useful as a white girl ?-Quite, and so faithful and honest that we don't exercise any 
restriction in the use of money. When she requires to pay for things about the house, she goes 
to the drawer and takes herself, from the purse, what is required. 
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The Revere1.1 	 1532. Is it your opinion they should be encouraged to go out to service ?-It would depend so much 
Robert Hamilton 

continued, ' 
upon the families to whom they went. 

2nd Nov. 1E81. 	 1533. If you could get them into respectable families ?-I have no doubt they would do well. 
1534. Have you found it more difficult to watch this girl than a white girl ?-No, I think we have 

less trouble than we would have, as a general rule, with European girls. We find her very tractable and 
obedient, and attentive to any rules laid down for her guidance. We do not restrict her too much with 
regard to coming in at night, when she goes out to meetings. 

1535. I did not know they were allowed to go out to service ?-The Board gives them license when 
they are applied for. 

  

Henry Jennings, 
2nd Nov. 1881. 

The witness withdrew. 

Henry Jennings examined. 

1536. By the Board.-Are you a member of the Aboriginal Board ?-.I am. 
1537. Have you been a member of it long ?-From its very commencement. 
1538. How long ?-About nineteen years or twenty years. 
1539. You are acquainted with all the management and regulations ?-Yes ; I have endeavored to 

make myself acquainted with them. 
1540. Do you know the Coranderrk station ?-I have been there several times. 
1541. Have you been there recently ?-I think about two years ago was the last time. 
1542. Is that the only time ?-I have been several times. 
1543. When were you there first-how long ago ?-I could not tell. About two years ago. 
1544. You have not been there during the last two years ?-No. 
1545. What condition was the station in two years ago, when you visited it ; what was the general 

appearance of the station itself ?-We have been in such an unsettled state for some years, it is rather 
difficult to say. At this time they were wanting some new huts, which were then being built. 

1546. Was the appearance better or worse than it was years before 2-On the whole, the station has 
improved continually from time to time. 

1547. Did the aborigines seem satisfied when you were there ?-I ought to have had notice to get 
prepared. I went with Mr. Curr to investigate some complaints that were made. 

1548. Made to the Board ?-Yes. 
1549. Against the local management ?-No ; there is a report in the office of the visit. 
1550. How is it your name does not appear as having visited the place in that year, perhaps you are 

making a mistake ?-I mention the fact that I did go. 
1551. Did you go up with Mr. Curr P-I went up with Mr. Curr. 
1552. The Scab Inspector ?-Yes. 
1553. Is he a member of the Board ?-He is a member of the Board. Our report will appear among 

the papers ; that will be the best thing to go by. 
1554. Did you go amongst them familiarly, and talk to the blacks ?-Yes ; I used to visit every but 

when I went there. 
1555. Were they pretty clean ?-Yes, I think they were, except what we call the old blacks, they 

were living in their bush fashion. 
1556. Had they mia-mias or huts ?-What they call the original blacks were living in mia-mias of 

their own. 
1557. Had they no cottages ?-No ; I think there was one lot. 
1558. Was that only two years ago ?-I cannot say ; I am not certain. 
1559. They were living in mia-mias in preference to cottages ?-Yes ; they would not live in 

cottages. 
1560. How often does the Board meet-the Aboriginal Board ?-Every month, that is, regularly ; 

sometimes oftener. 
1561. Were there any complaints made about want of clothing when you were up there ?-Not at 

that time ; there was a time when they did. 
1562. Where does the Aboriginal Board meet ?-At the office in Temple Court. 
1563. How long have you met there ?-I cannot tell from memory-several years. 
1564. There are two or three years in which rent is mentioned, are you paying rent for the building 

now which before you had for nothing ?-I could not tell from memory. 
1565. By what authority does the Board exist ?-A special Commission. 
1566. An Act of Parliament ?-The Act of Parliament revived them, but they were in existence 

before that. 
1567. The first Bill was passed in 1861 or 1862. This is a Bill to provide for the protection and 

management of the natives of Victoria, accompanied by regulations. This is 1869. I wanted to know 
what were the powers of the Board, and the officers of the Board ; under that Act, what are the powers 
you possess as a Board ?-It speaks for itself. But we were in existence before this. 

1568. That is the Act you are under now ?-Yes. 
1569. I want to find out exactly the position of the Board in regard to the Act and in regard to the 

blacks under that Act, because we have some regulations which are really the Act. There was mention 
made just now by Mr. Hamilton that there was difficulty in hiring out servants from the Coranderrk 
station, will you be kind enough to show me any regulation or clause which authorizes anybody to prevent 
their going out after a certain age ; have you the power to prevent them ?-Yes, that clause, "Every 
aboriginal native of Australia and every aboriginal half-caste or child of a half-caste, such half-caste or 
child habitually associating and living with aboriginals, shall be deemed to be an aboriginal within the 
meaning of this Act." 

1570. What is the Act controlling the half-caste or aboriginal; where is the clause affecting their 
liberty ?-There' is a clause. 

1571. The system of passes has obtained, where is the word " pass " in the Act ?-Not " pass," 
" certificate." 
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1572. What does the certificate refer to ?-To allow aboriginals to work on their own terms- Henry Jennings, 
" For prescribing the terms on which contracts for and on behalf of aboriginals may be made with _.11 

2no,soinv. 1081. 
Europeans, and upon which certificates may be granted to aboriginals who may be able and willing to earn 
a living by their own exertions." That is one of the regulations. 

1573. I am not referring to their liberty of entering into service, but to the word "pass " ?-We 
never have the word "pass." 

1574. Is a black permitted to leave the station without a pass ?-Yes, we do not attempt to control 
them. 

1575. Have they been refused to be allowed to go ?-I do not remember that they have. 
1576. If any one applied to get a servant, a young girl, into a respectable, family would you grant 

permission for her to go ?-No, we would not. 
1577. You are in the place of a parent to children ?-Yes. 
1578. For those out of childhood, what power have you to require them to have a pass ?-I am 

looking for the clause. 
1579. Do you remember "Tommy Mickie," the chief of the Broken River tribe ?-I know very few 

of the aboriginals personally. 
1580. Do you know "Punch "-that is the same man ?-Yes. 
1581. Did he come down to you one winter's day and ask you to give him a pair of boots in 

Melbourne ?-He might have done ; I fancy he did. 
1582. Did you give him a pair ?-I think not. 
1583. What boots had he on his feet P-1 do not remember. 
1584. What clothing had he on ?-I do not remember. 
1585. Did you ask what right he had to come to you without a pass ?-I do not remember. 
1586. Supposing you did so, did you not assert a right to demand a pass at his hands, and yet you 

find the word " pass " is not mentioned. Did you give any reason why you would not give him boots ?- 
I was not going to interfere. I knew they were properly looked after at the station. I considered him a 
very troublesome man ; I would not encourage him in it. 

1587. Was it right to carry punishment so far as to endanger his health ?-I did not believe his 
health was in danger. 

1588. There is one thing in this Royal Commission which you lose sight of altogether, the deep 
obligation we are under to the race ?-I always felt the obligation we are under ; the only reason I went on 
the Board was to do what I could for them. 

1589. You were on the previous Board before this ?-Yes, I have been a member of the Board 
since its first commencement. 

1590. How many members of the Board usually attend ?-Four or five generally. 
1591. Are three of the members of the Board civil servants ?-Two. 
1592. Was not Mr. MacBain a member of the Board ?-He was once ; he resigned. 
1593. Did he give any reason why he resigned ?-There was a reason, but I forget now. 
1594. I see you express regret at the resignation of Mr. MacBain ?-It is so difficult to remember 

these things ; it was something about the appointment of the superintendent, I think. 
1595. Was it not about the number of civil servants on the Board ?-He never gave that reason, 

that I remember. 
1596. Perhaps you feel these duties too onerous to act upon the Board ?-They are very trying. 
1597. Mr. Ogilvie, in the Royal Commission says, "In fact, the working of the Board has been 

confined to three or four or five persons ?-Yes. The same five ?-About the same five, rarely six, one 
hour a month." Is that about the time you give to this meeting ?-It was very seldom only an hour ; that 
might be a fair average, but sometimes we were longer than that. 

1598. And sometimes shorter, perhaps ?-Sometimes, but not very often. 
1599. You think Coranderrk is in a prosperous state at present ?.-I think it is in a very distracted 

state, and things cannot be prosperous when it is in that state. 
1600. Who is to blame for that ?-I think Mrs. Bon, to a certain extent. 
1601. As a missionary enterprise, how has it succeeded P-It is not a missionary enterprise. 
1602. Are they advancing in Christianity-how many members have been added to the church 

during the past ten years ?-We do not interfere with that. 
1603. You think the station of Coranderrk is in a very distracted state, and that Mrs. Bon is 

somewhat to be blamed for it ?-I am sure that Mrs. Bon has every good intention. 
1604. How long has this discontent existed at Coranderrk P-The last two or three years. 
1605. Did Mr. Ogilvie ever complain of it as being distracted. This is what he says :-" You have 

spoken of the management of Coranderrk and the state of discipline there "-this is 1877-" as being 
worse than that of any other station ?-Yes. Which station is the highest as regards discipline and 
management ; you have seen all ?-Yes. Some frequently ?-Yes ; comparisons are odious, but if I select 
any, Mr. Hagenauer's, without doubt. Which is the next worst to Coranderrk ?-The other station 
directly under the Board, Framlingham. Then the two stations managed by the Board have worse 
discipline and general management than any of the others ?-Yes. To what do you attribute that ?- 
Because in the one case you have laymen, and in the other missionaries, and the layman takes his office 
and holds it because of the salary, while the missionary's principal object is to civilize, and works without 
reference to his pay. I am an instance of it. I daresay I have done a little good, but I am leaving the 
Aboriginal Board simply because I am getting a better billet." That shows before Mrs. Bon went there 
at all, the station was in a thoroughly unsettled condition ?-Yes. What I mean is, Coranderrk being 
so near Melbourne, there are so many go there and visit and interfere that it makes the natives discon-
tented. They think they are not well treated. I wish to withdraw my remarks about Mrs. Bon. 

The witness withdrew. 

William McCrea, Esq., M.B., examined. 
1606. By the Board.-Do you know Coranderrk ?-I have visited it in 1876. I have not been William  were., 

there since. 	 Esq., M.B„ 
1607. Are you in the habit of seeing the aboriginals from Coranderrk in Melbourne ?-When I was 2nd Nov. 1881 

 
Ciief Medical Officer Z used to see them when they were sick, I used to call upon them and report upon them. 
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