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REPORT. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY- 

We, the Board appointed to enquire into, and report upon, the present condition 
and management of the Coranderrk Aboriginal Station, beg leave to report as 
follows :- 

1. We have held twelve meetings and examined 69 witnesses, of whom 48 were 
white and 21 black. 

2. We visited Coranderrk twice, on both of which occasions we found the place 
clean and tidy, and the Aboriginals orderly and, to all appearance, well-fed and clad. 

3. We also examined the store room, in which rations and clothing are kept, 
both of which were of good quality. 

4. The working Blacks do not obtain meat from the station, but buy it where 
they like, out of the wages they receive. We consider this objectionable, and suggest 
that they should be fully supplied with everything, and their wages adjusted accordingly. 

5. We regret the absence of all kinds of vegetables, which might easily be 
produced on the place. 

6. The health of the Aborigines seems at least as good as at any period during 
their residence at the station. They are not, however, satisfied with the management ; 
and they desire to see the Central Board with its inspector and superintendent 
abolished, and have the station managed direct from the Chief Secretary's Department, 
with Mr. Green as overseer. 

7. We are of opinion that the station is not so well managed as could be 
desired. The cattle are not well looked after, otherwise there is no reason why an 
ample supply of meat and dairy produce should not be obtained. This is to be 
ascribed partly to too much attention being directed to the hop ground, at the expense 
of the farm and station. 

8. We beg to recommend the immediate enclosing and subdivision of the station 
with a substantial three-rail fence, and the erection of two new houses, which would 
make the dwellings complete. Several other improvements migh also be accomplished 
at very little cost, such as a proper road to the place, draining, grubbing, and clearing 
around the village. 

9. We recommend only the cultivation of as much hops as can be managed 
with the labor of the Blacks alone, and that more attention should be paid to 
the farm. 

10. An hospital, with proper medical attendance, should be provided, where 
the aged and the sick could be treated, instead of being sent to Melbourne, where 
they are never satisfied and but seldom cured. 

11. A strict method of distributing clothing should be observed. 
12. We deem it undesirable to allow the Blacks to own more than one horse 

each on the station, and no cattle, as it creates jealousy and encourages them to leave 
their employment 

13. We recommend that both male and female half-castes and quadroons over 
thirteen years of age should be encouraged to hire themselves out, under proper 
supervision. 

14. We are of opinion that the full-blooded Blacks should be maintained in 
comfort, and that their rations ought not to depend upon their work, nevertheless. 
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every encouragement should be given to the industrious to work, by offering them 
small wages which they might expend in articles of luxury which the State could not 
be expected to provide. 

15. We recommend that a superintendent be engaged who thoroughly under-
stands the management of a farm and stock, as well as the Aborigines, and under no 
consideration should the management be divided. 

16. A white working overseer and a white stockrider (married, if possible) 
should be employed, the former being essentially necessary for the working of the 
farm and hop ground and the latter because the Aborigines, as a rule, are not 
sufficiently under control to be always available, but they might act as assistants if 
required. 

17. We consider that the school ought to be under the Education Department. 

18. We beg to acknowledge the valuable assistance rendered to us by Mr. 
Lincoln, as Shorthand writer and Secretary. 

E. H. CAMERON, Chairman, 

ANNE F. BON 
(subject to Protest as in Addendum A), 

THOMAS EMBLING 
(subject to Protest as in Addendum A), 

JNO. L. DOW 
(subject to Protest as in Addendum A), 

THOS. ARMSTRONG, 

JOHN KERR 
(subject to Protest as in Addendum A), 

DUNCAN McNAB 
(subject to Protest as in Addendum A), 

G. DE PURY, 

JAMES C. STEEL. 
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ADDENDUM A. 

1. We, the undersigned members of the Board, while agreeing to affix our names 
to the above Report, feel it our duty to attach the following additional remarks and 
recommendations thereto :- 

2. The natives complain with unanimity of the entire absence of sympathy with 
them, alike as regards the Central Board, the general inspector, and the manager. 

3. To clause 1 of Report, ending "black," add :—" Coranderrk consists of 4,800 
acres of land, and is by far the most important of the two stations under the direct 
charge of the Central Board, the other four being mission stations under the care of 
certain churches. The natives seem much attached to the place, where many of them 
have lived nearly 20 years, and more than 100 of their number lie buried in the 
station cemetery." 

4. To clause 2 of Report, after " well clad," add :—"It is but right, however, to 
mention that the Aborigines were all dressed in new clothes when the Board visited 
Coranderrk. But the only food there for the Blacks was dry bread and tea, excepting 
in two huts, where there was some wallaby and native bear."  

5. We desire to add the following to clause 5 of the Report :—" And for 
want of which the health of the Aborigines must necessarily suffer." 

6. We desire to add the following to clause 7 of the Report :—"And partly to 
the incompetency or culpable negligence of the Board and its officers." 

7. We desire that clause 10 of the Report should be preceded by the 
following :—" We refer with regret to the apparently heartless indifference manifested 
by the Central Board and its officers toward the sick and dying natives, whose 
sufferings compelled them to seek the refuge of the Melbourne Hospital. Sent by 
the coach, poorly clad, without provisions or money, or any officer being told off to 
meet them in Melbourne, they were dropped at the coach office to find their way as 
best they could, without any letter or introduction to the hospital authorities, or to 
wander about the streets until some benevolent hand helped them to a friendly 
shelter. A late case of this kind was that of William, the chief of the Yarra tribe, 
when he brought his dying child to Melbourne." 

8. After clause 10 of Report, ending "cured," add :—" We would submit that it 
is most desirable a medical gentleman should be subsidised to reside at Healesville, 
and visit and attend at Coranderrk. In 1876 the medical charges of the stations were 
1444 ; in 1878-79-80 they were £1,083. Some of the mission stations have 
gratuitous medical assistance. In 1876 a doctor from Melbourne and a doctor from 
Lilydale met at Coranderrk several times for consultation. One doctor near at hand 
would have been of ten times more efficient service." 

9. We desire that the following should precede clause 11 of the Report :— 
" The natives allege that they were irregularly and inadequately supplied with clothing, 
and to this allegation no rebuttal was possible, owing to the distribution taking place 
without regard to any system of check or proof as to whom the stores were given, or 
by whom distributed. This mode of procedure appears liable to great abuse. The 
evidence on this point is most conclusive." 

10. We desire to express our dissent from clause 12, considering such limitation 
uncalled for. The Aborigines deny the existence of jealousy among themselves. 

11. We desire to add the following to clause 13 :—" And to that end we recom-
mend that they should be carefully trained with a distinct purpose of fitting them to 
leave the station for suitable employment, the station still to be considered their home, 
and the manager their friend and adviser. We would also recommend that the wages 
to the natives on the station be paid punctually, and at not longer intervals than once 
a month. Four young women appealed very earnestly to your Board for permission 
to go out to service, and they appeared quite eligible for any ordinary situation. 
Why this has not hitherto been done appears incomprehensible."  

12. To clause 15 of the Report we would add the following :—"And that his 
appointment should be directly from the Chief Secretary. ), 

13. We also dissent from clause 16. There has been a white overseer already 
on the station for 18 years past, and such an officer is needed. We do not think a 
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white stockrider is. It is in our opinion most desirable the station should, where 
possible, be manned by Aborigines only, and they make good stockriders. 

14. Clause 17 of Report.—The question of placing the school under the 
Education Department we think might be left in the hands of the head of the 
Aboriginal Department—the Hon. the Chief Secretary. 

15. We would specially recommend that ministers of religion be encouraged 
to statedly visit the station to impart to its people a knowledge of the consolations of 
the Christian faith. 

16. We note, as a matter reflecting on the administration of the Central Board, 
that during the last five years the amount expended exceeded by £16,000 the expenses 
of the first five years of the Board's existence, although the Aborigines have dwindled 
down during the last twenty years from 2,400 to a few hundreds. It must, 
however, be remembered as a factor in the question of cost that, while during the 
earlier years the natives were simply a heavy charge on the State, during the last 
13 years certain industries—notably hops—have been yielding large returns, Coran-
derrk alone showing from 1877 to 1881 a result of £5,634 11s. 11d. This is an item 
of more than common interest. 

17. We would invite attention to the difficulty encountered in obtaining an 
explanation of the accounts from the general inspector. When questioned, he was not 
able to answer, and the Board adjourned to enable him to obtain the necessary infor-
mation. When given, the explanation was not satisfactory. All the station acCounts 
were mixed together, so that it was impossible to trace an account of Coranderrk by 
itself. We are of opinion that the accounts of each station should be kept distinct and 
separate. And we would recommend that the accounts should close with the current 
year. Hitherto the years are mixed up in a most peculiar manner. 

18. No evidence was tendered of any inspection of Coranderrk by the general 
inspector, and not a single record of inspection appears in any annual report since the 
present officer's appointment; nor was it shown that lie had ever communicated with 
the natives or enquired into their condition. On the contrary, they state that when 
they complained to him he refused to take any notice of them. 

19. We are of opinion that the duty of inspection falls completely within 
Mr. Neal's sphere of action, and that an adequate inspection would conduce largely to 
the comfort and happiness of the natives by ensuring a more judicious expenditure of 
public money. 

20. The natives appear to have been chiefly stirred into a state of active discon-
tent by the pertinacity of the Central Board in pressing upon successive Governments 
the gratuitous advice that the Blacks should be removed from Coranderrk. The 
natives also bitterly complained of the removal of Mr. Green, who appears to have 
won their confidence and respect. On these points the evidence is very full. 

21. We do not consider that the charge made against the natives, by the Central 
Board, of immorality and untruthfulness has been proven. 

22. A mention has been made of a local committee, but we regret to have to 
express the opinion that it would not conduce to the happiness of the Blacks. They 
earnestly desire to be free of Boards, and to be under the direct control of the Chief 
Secretary. We feel assured that, if a good manager be appointed, and Mr. Neal 
visited the station, a sure guarantee would be afforded that it would be well 
conducted. 

23. We recommend the permanent reservation of the land in trust for the 
Aborigines ; that the post of General Inspector be abolished, it having become a 
sinecure ; that the clerical duties be assigned to an officer in the Chief Secretary's 
Department ; that the station be supplied by tender only ; and that the custom of 
supplying wines and spirits to the station be peremptorily discontinued. 

24. We recommend that the Central Board should be relieved of the manage-
ment of Coranderrk. 

DUNCAN McNAB, 
ANNE F. BON, 
THOMAS EMBLING,, 
JNO. L. DOW, 
JOHN KERR. 
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ADDENDUM B. 

We, the undersigned members of the Coranderrk Enquiry Board, beg most 
respectfully to submit for your consideration the following additional Addendum, viz. :— 

To provide against future complaints and to meet the exceptional condition of 
Coranderrk, which is situated in the midst of a white population, and also to render 
it unnecessary for the Blacks to make special journeys to Melbourne, whenever they 
have any grievances to ventilate, we should strongly recommend the appointment 
of a local committee of three gentleman to visit the station at intervals, for the 
purpose of enquiring into the condition of the inhabitants, and examining into the 
management of the place. Such committee to report to the Central Board. We are 
convinced that the Board have every desire to promote the comfort of the Blacks 
under their care. The readiness of the members and officers to afford us full informa-
tion regarding the management of Coranderrk showed that they were anxious that 
defects, wherever they existed, should be discovered, and where practicable remedied. 

We have no doubt, therefore, that, in the carrying out of the improvements 
the Board of Enquiry suggest, the Government will receive the willing co-operation of 
the Central Board. If, after those improvements have had a fair trial, the discontent 
still exists, we advise the breaking-up of Coranderrk and the removal of the Blacks to 
an isolated part of the colony, under missionary management. 

With regard to the opinions expressed in the Addendum by five members of the 
Board, in justice to ourselves, we deem it right to say that we think it scarcely within 
the province of the Board to offer any criticism on the general proceedings of the 
Central Board, who have five other stations besides Coranderrk under their control, 
from each of which we had ample testimony that they are satisfied with the management, 
respecting which we were not directed to take any evidence or make any enquiry ; nor 
do we agree with the view of the members signing Addendum A—that Coranderrk 
should be withdrawn from the control of the Central Board and placed under the-
management of the Chief Secretary's Department. In our opinion, the defects 
observable at Coranderrk cannot be so easily laid to the charge of the Central Board 
as to warrant us in advising that they should be superseded or an alteration made, the 
effects of which have not been carefully pondered over. 

The close proximity of the station to Healesville, and the impossibility of 
preventing the Blacks from holding intercourse with persons who have no special 
interest in teaching them habits of self-restraint or content, and the opportunity they 
have of making complaints—which may be well or ill founded—to credulous sympathizers, 
appear to us to have rendered the task of superintending the station unusually 
difficult, and to have had much more to do with promoting disaffection than any want 
of interest or attention on the part of the Central Board or their officers in the welfare 
of the Blacks under their care at Coranderrk. The healthy appearance of all the 
residents induced us to believe that they could have no substantial grounds for saying 
they were neglected or were insufficiently fed or irregularly clothed. As for the wishes 
they expressed in favor of a change, they must be, from the nature of the case, the 
least capable of all persons in deciding how or by whom the station should be managed. 
With the alterations which we have all unanimously recommended, and the assistance 
of a visiting committee, we think that the station can be safely left in the hands of 
the Central Board. 

E. H. CAMERON, Chairman, 

THOS. ARMSTRONG, 

G. DE PURY, 

JAMES C. STEEL. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE' 
TAKEN BEFORE THE BOARD APPOINTED TO ENQUIRE INTO THE CONDITION OF 

THE ABORIGINAL STATION AT CORANDERRK. 

THURSDAY, 29TH SEPTEMBER 1881. 

Present: 
E. H. CAMERON, Esq., M.L.A., in the Chair ; 

G. De Pury, Esq., 	 J. Kerr, Esq., 
T. Armstrong, Esq., J.P. 

The Rev. Frederick Philip Strickland examined. 
1. You are the manager of the Coranderrk station ?-I am. 
2. How long have you been here ?-Three years on the 26th of the present month. 
3. How many blacks are under your charge here on the station ?-L The witness referred to a book] -Ninety-four. 
4. Altogether ?-Ninety-four at this time. 
5. How many of them are pure blacks ?-Male adults, 12. 
6. How many females ?-Eleven. 
7. Can you tell us how many half-castes there are ?-Ten male, 11 female ; male quadroon, 1 ; female quadroon, 1. 
8. Does that make the total number, or are there any other degrees ?-No other degrees, but there 

are the children. Black children-3 male, 4 female. Half-castes-male, 20 ; female, 14. Quadroons-
male, 2 ; female, 5. 
two. 9. How many are there of the distinct Yarra tribe ?-William Barak and Ann Briggs are the only 

10. Can you inform the Board where the rest of those on the station have come from ?-Yes. 
There are two from Dunolly, four from the Lower Loddon, four from the Avoca, five from the Lower 

■, 	Goulburn, five from the Loddon, four from Gippsland, one from the Goulburn, two from Kilmore, one 
from Euston, six from the Terricks, four from the Murray, Mansfield way ; two from the Upper Murray, 
one from Queensland, one from the Hopkins, one from Jim Crow, one from Echuca. 

11. How many of them are over 40 years of age ?-I should think not more than four men and two women. 
12. How many of them are employed on the station ?-All the men are employed, with the-exception of three invalids. 
13. Can you give us the number under fifteen ?-Twenty-five under fifteen. 
14. Boys and girls ?-Boys only. 
15. How do you pay those who work P-They are found in everything but meat ;and for single- 

men, if they are found in meat, the pay is 21d. an  hour for eight hours a day, and nd. if meat is not found. A married man, with a wife and no children, has 2fd. an  hour and meat found, or 31d. if meat is 
found. For every child over ten a halfpenny an hour is added, and for every child under ten and over two 
a farthing an hour is added ; so that a single man, working eight hours a day five days a week, can earn 
9s. 2d., everything being found him but meat. 

16. What kind of work are they generally at ?-Generally at the hop grounds. 
17. Have they work at the hop grounds all the year round ?-The interim is occupied in farm work, 

fencing, felling timber, and so on. 
18. Are they good workers as a rule ?-They are not. 
19. Is that owing to the want of knowledge of what they are asked to do, or is it laziness ?-In the 

pure aboriginals, I think it is the absence of a sense of duty to work ; in the half-castes, I think it IS-indolence. 
20. Which of the two are the most useful, the pure blacks or the half-castes ?-The pure blacks, if - in health, are more useful. 
21. Which of the two are the more easily controlled ?-The pure blacks. 
22. Are they given to disturbances ?-When I first came to the station, there were almost nightly.disturbances. 
23. It is not so much so now ?-There has not been any case for the last twelve months. 24. Have you had to call in the aid of the police at any time ?-I had in the early part of my- time-

here, not within the last twelve months. 
25. Do you find them contented on the station ?-Discontent is a chronic disease at Coranderrk. 26. What do they want-do they want to go away, or any other treatment ?-They appear to be-

dissatisfied at everything that is done. It is not an uncommon thing for men to come in the middle of the 
week and demand a fresh supply of rations, a refusal of which calls forth their anger and a threat to report me to the Board. 

27. Have they ever reported you to the Board ?-Yes, they waited in deputations upon the Chief - Secretary. 
28. Upon the Aboriginal Board ?-No, they have not; they threatened to do so. 

CORANDERRE. 	 A. 

The Rm.. 
F. P. Striekbott... 
29th Sept.2222- 
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The Rev. 	 29. Are you aware that they reported you to the Chief Secretary ?-Yes. 
F. P. Strickland, 

sontmued. 	 30. Do they ever get the extra ratio's ?-They do not ; they may get a little if they show they are 
29th Sept. ISM. really hard up. For instance, perhaps they will come on the Wednesday or Thursday and say they have 

eaten all the sugar, and they get a little. 
31. In your own judgment, do you think they get enough ?-I think they get quite sufficient. 

Here is a man, for instance, who came a fortnight ago and threatened he would leave the station ; he has 
a wife and five children; he had eleven pounds of sugar on the Saturday morning. He came on Wednesday 
and asked for a fresh supply, and a little was given to him. 

32. How long was that eleven pounds supposed to last him ?-A week. 
33. You serve out the rations on the Saturday ?-Yes, every Saturday. 
34. They complain more of the want of sugar than anything else ?-And tobacco. A little sugar 

was given to him, and he came next morning and demanded more. 
35. You have alluded to one-is that the rule amongst them ?-The foremost amongst them is 

"Punch," or Bamfield. 
36. Do you attribute the discontent to anything ?-I think it is materially fomented by outside 

influence. 
37. Do they complain of not having sufficient clothing P-Not to my knowledge. 
38. It was reported that they went to the Chief Secretary and complained that they had nothing, 

that they had to borrow clothes before they could put in an appearance in Melbourne-is that correct ?-
Certainly not, because they went the week the new blankets had been issued to them ; they are well clothed 
at all times. 

39. You say they work five days in the week-what do they do on the other day ?-They go 
hunting if they please. 

40. Do any of them go sheep-shearing ?-Two were away last year by permission. 
41. Do you give them permission or have they to get permission from the Board ?-From the Board. 

I report that they wish to go, and if the Board approve of it they get leave. 
42. Do they wear flannels ?-They do. 
43. Every one P-They have them served out to them ; I cannot say whether they wear them. 
44. (To Mrs. Strickland.)-How often is the flannel served out ?-There is a yearly distribution of 

the flannel in the middle of the winter ; and then when they come and say they want any more they have 
it, if it is in the store, and, if it is not, Mr. Strickland reports to the Board, and if they have not exceeded 
the usual quantity they get it. 

45. (To Mr. Strickland.)-Does the same thing apply to other clothing when they wear out-
supposing they wear out before the time arrives for allotment, do you serve them out ?-At any time when 
there is need of it they invariably get it. In the case of " Punch," I may mention that the clothes are sent 
up to fit men of ordinary size, and there is never any sufficiently bulky to fit him, and that has led to some 
complaining ; and I have had to write and send his measurement, and that has delayed it for a week or two. 
Last year he had two pairs. Only last Saturday I had another pair sent up for him That is the only 
case where there has been immediate supply for immediate wants. 

46. How is the state of health since you came P-In the early part of my time there was a great 
deal of sickness and many deaths, but of late it has been very much improved. Two have died this year, 
one in Melbourne and one on the station. 

47. How often does a medical man visit the station ?-When he is sent for. 
48. He does not come regularly ?-No. 
49. *Is it Dr. Elms ?-Yes. 
50. How many children are attending the school now ?-Over forty ; there are some white children 

attending. 
51. When does the year end for reporting 2-The financial year-June. 
52. Do you count from the 1st July of the previous year ?-From June to June. 
53. Did you send your report last year ?-I did. 
54. How many births were there ?-Up to the last report there were three-two half-castes and 

one black. 
55. Are all the children legitimate ?-Yes. 
56. The total number is decreasing ?-Yes. 
57. Last year 102, this year 94 ?-Yes ; that may be accounted for by the fact that they are 

sometimes of a migratory character. 
58. Do they get drunk P-They have not lately-in the last twelve months. Up to within that 

time there were many cases. I have not known any case-it has not reached my ears. 
59. Have any of them been brought before the court by the police during the last twelve months ? 

-Not one. 
60. It was a frequent occurrence before ?-It was. 
61. To what do you attribute their sobriety ?-I think it may be attributed to decided action when 

I first came amongst them, that anyone violating the rule was brought before the magistrate. I think it is the fear of punishment. 
62. What is your opinion of the climate P-I think there is no second question about the coldness of 

the climate, it is so damp. 
63. Are there more complaining or more ill during the winter than the summer ?-Yes. 
64. Do those who are ill during the winter recover in the summer, as a rule ?-Those who have 

been ill in the winter never thoroughly recover. 
65. Are they worse in the winter ?-Worse in the winter, by far. 
66. They suffer from lung disease more than any other ?-Yes. 
67. During the last three years have you noticed if the deaths have been most occasioned by lung 

disease ?-Yes, most decidedly. 
68. Is everyone on the station supposed to wear flannel inside ?-Yes. 
69. Young and old ?-Not the young. 
70. At what age do they begin to wear it ?-The house children do not wear flannel. They are kept from remaining out in the rain. 
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71. At what age do the house children begin to wear flannels ?-When they are asked for. They 
F. 

PT.heRev. 
 Strickland. have them, as babies, two or three years old. 	 continued, 

72. Are they in the habit of throwing them off when they are once worn ?-No ; one did it, and it ssth Sept.1881. 

caused his death. 
73. How is the state of the health of the blacks now P-At this time not strong-the pure blacks. 

They are not well at this time-any of the blacks on the station. 
74. What stock have you got on the station ?-There are at this time (at the last mustering, which 

was some time ago) 296 head. 
75. Not so many as in 1879-there were 346 then ?-No. 
76. What was the decrease owing to ?-In the year referred to there were a number killed, and 

there were something like thirty found distributed about the station, dead. 
77. From poverty or disease ?-Poverty. 
78. Do you supply the station with meat out of the cattle ?-We do when there is anything fit to 

be killed. 
79. As a rule does it keep the station going ?-It does not. 
80. Can you tell us how many you have killed and the average weight of those killed during the 

last twelve months ?-There were forty-eight killed in 1880. 
81. You mean during the current year from June to June ?-Yes. We frequently killed two in the 

week, but it was really a pity to kill them, they were so thin. We killed them until the people refused to 
take the beef to eat it. 

82. Would the station graze more than that ?-It would if it was fenced. 
83. Is it not fenced ?-It is not. 
84. Is not the lower part fenced ?-Yes, but there are four miles and a half unfenced. 
85. Is that the whole of the unfenced line four miles and a half ?-Yes. 
86. That would close it all in ?-Yes. 
87. How many horses have you got ?-Five heavy horses and five backs. 
88. Are all those cattle and horses belonging to the station or to the blacks ?-The horses that I 

speak of belong to the station, but many of the men have horses of their own. 
89. Have any of the men got cattle besides those ?-Those belong to the station, but there are men 

on the station who have cattle. There is William Barak, he says he has had some, but we do not know 
where they are. 

90. Are they allowed to keep a cow if , they choose ?-They are. 
91. And a horse ?-Yes. 
92. Are not some keeping several horses ?--Punch has several. 
93. Is the number limited ; can he keep as many as he likes ?-No. He has had three or four. He 

sold one for £16. 
94. How many acres have you under hops ?-Twenty acres. 
95. You have not increased it during the last year or two P-No. 
96. Are there any under other cultivation ?-Twenty-five under hay crop. 
97. On the Yarra ?-Along those flats. 
98. Any potatoes ?-Yes. 	 • 
99. Are you able to grow sufficient potatoes on the station ?-We are not since I have been here. 

One season they failed all round the neighborhood, but the station is supplied liberally by the Government 
from time to time. 

100. Have you grown any potatoes last year ?-We did not grow any. They were put in but failed 
in consequence of too much wet. 

101. Is it from an overflow of the Badger or the Yarra P-Not from overflow. It is an incessant 
rain. 

102. Who is the manager of the farm ?-Thomas Harris. 
103. Is the hop ground under his control ?-Entirely. 
104. You do not interfere with the mode of working P-I do not. 
105. You are responsible for the crop after it is taken off ?-Yes. 
106. You have charge of the hops and any other crop ?-I have. He is the working overseer. 
107. Is the hop return as good as in former years ?-It is not. Last year our crop was the heaviest 

in the neighborhood, but was not so heavy as in the preceding year. 
108. To what, do you attribute the falling off P-The cause last year was the inclement season. 

There was a falling off in the whole neighborhood. 
109. Is it not gradually falling off year by year P-I think it is. I think if it was under white 

labor it would be an increase, but under the present labor there will be a decrease. 
110. Do not the blacks do as they are told ?-They do not. The blacks do, but the half-castes do 

not. I should be reluctant to say too much, but a case has occurred in the last month where a half-caste 
was ordered to get a piece of ground ready to put potatoes in. He said, " I will do nothing of the kind, 
unless I am paid the full price a white man is paid." I said, " You are told to do it." He said, " I will 
not do it." 

111. You have not tried piece work P-No it has never been tried. 
112. Except in picking hops ?-Yes. 
113. There are not enough blacks here to pick the hops P-No. 
114. Do you find that introducing all sorts of men from town is injurious to the blacks ?-From the 

experience of three years, I have preferred to have white people if possible ; but I think the Chinese are 
far preferable. 

115. Do you think it is injurious to the well-conduct of the people ?-I think not. 
116. As far as the morality of the place is concerned, how do you account for all those births ?-

I think the half-castes are far more prolific than the blacks. 
117. Are those half-caste children born from half-castes ?-They are. I do not believe there is a 

child born on the station except of its own legitimate parents. I believe they are all honorable births. 
118. Are there any single unmarried women who have had children since you have been on the 

station ?-Not one. 
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The Rev. 	 119. Do they marry young, as a rule ?-There have been a few young people married since I came. 
ar.. P.. Strickland, 	

120. In the summer time are they inclined to go away from the station ?-Yes, they are, very much. totetmued. 
Sept. 1881. They are not prisoners. It is their nature to wander. 

121. Is the pure black more inclined that way than the half-castes ?-Yes, decidedly so. It is a part 
of their constitution. 

122. Do you think it is of any use giving the children a high education ?-I think it has proved 
detrimental rather than beneficial. The correspondence that goes on among those children with outside 
influence is something painful. 

123. What good will that instruction do them. Are they allowed to go to service ?-No. 
124. Have you rules against allowing the half-castes to go to service ?-The rule of the Board. 

They can he obtained by application, but they are not allowed to wander off. 
125. Supposing any one applied for a boy or a girl, could you hire them out to them ?-There are 

conditions by which they may be hired out. 
126. The Royal Commission recommended that under certain regulations ?-They did. Complaints 

have been made that there is no religious service. I hold service regularly morning and evening every 
Sunday ; Sunday school is well attended. 

127. Do they attend well at those services ?-They do not. There is a service every evening 
through the week except Saturday. 

128. You do not compel them to attend ?-No. 
129. Have any of them any idea of what religion is ?-I fear not. 
130. Do the children who sing in the school attend the service ?-They always come regularly-we 

have command over them, but the adults do not come. 
131. Is there any allowance made for the boy that does not smoke as against the boy that does ?-

No ; all the men smoke except one. 
132. There is no inducement held out for them not to smoke ?-No. 
133. Do you get milk from your own cows ?-We do, but not all the year round ; but, generally 

epeaking, it is supplied. If there is a good number of cows available a family gets a cow to itself. 

The witness withdrew. 

Thomas Harris examined. 
'T./mamas Harris, 	 134. You are working manager of this station ?-Yes. 41 1412 Sept. 1881. 

135. How long have you been here ?-Eighteen years ; since the station was commenced. 
136. You commenced with the station ?-Yes. 
137. Do you think the aboriginals are as healthy now as they were then ?-I do not see any 

difference. 
138. Are there more half-castes now than then ?-More have come from different parts. 
139. Are there many of the original Yarra tribe on the station ?-0nly William Barak. 
140. Any women ?-I don't think so, except Mrs. Briggs. 
141. Are the blacks as easily managed now as they were then ?-I see but very little difference. 
142. Can you get as much work from them now as you could at first ?-No, they grumble about 

their meat. In those days they started to work at nine o'clock and worked till half-past four, but they go 
to work now at eight and work till five, with an hour for dinner and half an hour for smoking out of that. 

143. Do they get as much allowance as they did in former years ?-Yes ; I do not see any difference. 
144. Is it your opinion that they have any real reason for complaining ?-I hear but very little 

grumbling about the food except the meat ; that is the only thing they grumble to me about: 
145. Is it not as good as it used to be ?-They get a small wage now, and have to find the meat 

out of the wages ; and a man who has seven in a family cannot make his money run out. 
146. Do the single men get as much as the married ones ?-No, I think there is some allowance. 
147. Are they as well clothed now as they were in former times ?-Yes, I think so. 
148. Is it your opinion that they get enough ?-Sometimes they come and grumble. 
149. Is it your own opinion ?-The clothes they should get in summer they get in winter. 
150. Do they work amongst the hop ground with you ?-Yes. 
151. Do they rebel against your orders ?-No. There was one rebelled the other day ; he was a 

half-caste. 
152. They are worse than the blacks to manage ?-Yes. He was the ploughman. 
153. What was his objection ?-He wanted to get higher wages than the others. He said he did 

snot see why he should do the ploughing and receive the same as the others were getting. 
154. What wages does he get ?-I put down the number of hours he works. 
155. When he is working with the horses is he paid the same pay ?-Yes. 
156. They do not get anything extra for skilled labor ; supposing any did a little carpentering ?-

William Parker is very handy with his tools. 
157. Does he get anything extra ?-No ; he was working with a man from Melbourne. 
158. Do you get as much work out of them as you would out of a white man ?-No. 
159. Not even the half-castes ?-No. 
160. Do they do their work as well ?-They do it as well what they do, but they want spells. 
161. Do they grub ?-No grubbing has been done since Mr. Green left, with the exception of the road. 
162. Do they fence ?-They can fence. William Parker is a very good fencer. 
163. Do you get as good crops of hops now as you did ?-No, this last year we did not. 
164. Is it a gradual falling off ?-Last year it was a bad season. 
165. Then it is not a gradual falling off ?-No. 
166. Was it a good crop the year before last ?-Yes. 
167. Was the failure last year owing to the season ?-It was too wet. It was 	 h a wetwinter.  168. You can trust those men to work the hops properly ?-I would never allow them to plough. 

That is where the hops were ruined three years ago. The ground was ploughed so deep that the plough cut 
(the roots ; he ploughed it seven inches deep. 
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169. Have you not the management of the working ?-No, not in the hop garden until Mr. Halliday 
could not do anything with the men he had in charge, and had to get men. Edgar was the man in charge, 
and the men rebelled against him. 

170. Does that unskilful ploughing decrease the yield of hops ?-( The witness explained the manner in which the hops were injured by the plough.) 
171. Would that follow as an injury the second year ?-Yes ; we had to put fresh sets in ; about 700 

new sets last year were put in. They die away. 
172. That will hardly account for the failure ?-Partly, and the wet. 
173. You got the whole control of the hop garden ?-Yes. 
174. And the farming too P-1 had no instructions since I took charge of any sort. 
175. You are left to your own judgment ?-I am left to my own judgment. 
176. Can you sell part of the crops P-Not a thing. I never sold a thing without sending up to the 

Superintendent. I prepare bop sets, and tell Mr. Strickland what the party has ordered, e 
 and he receives what is paid for them. If I was getting them for myself I would tell Mr. Strickland. 

177. Are the blacks more discontented than they used to be ?-In certain senses. 
178. What sepse ?-They grumble because Mr. Strickland will not come down to see them and 

speak to them whewihey are at work. Mr. Halliday used to come down perhaps four times a day. 179. They like encouragement ?-Yes. That is one of the greatest faults we have in the place, his not coming in among them sometimes. 
180. Is he harsh with them ?-No, not that I ever heard of. 
181. Is he too strict with them ?-No, I think he is the other way if anything 
182. Has he no sympathy with them ?-He keeps a distance and will not come where they are. 183. He does not pretend to know anything about the blacks, and will not ?-In one way he does. 184. Have they any other complaint against him ?-I do not know what complaints they have themselves-not from me. 
185. Do they complain to you of Mr. Strickland ?-Not for a long time. They used to tell me that 

certain parties could come and get things more than those who did work. 
186. Was that the truth ?-I think it was in some cases. 
187. They complained one of another for getting more than they were entitled to ?-That those who 

went and played the truant got more than the ones who stopped at work. 
188. How long is that ago ?-I suppose six or seven months. 
189. How are you supplied with horses and bullocks for working the place ?-We have bullocks. 

I have five working horses that I have charge of. 
190. Have you sufficient to work the place to make it pay ?-Yes. I could make two teams of bullocks. 
191. You have got five working horses ?-Yes. 
192. What do you do with them ?-There are two generally in the hop garden. 193. All the year round ?-Not all the year round. In June and July, ploughing and carting 

manure in the thirty acres of hop, and now to-morrow, I will commence ploughing for the poling again, then 
the scarifier will be going up to Christmas ; one horse generally is used for wood and two for ploughing. 
There is plenty of work for five horses, but they can do it. 

194. Do you think the blacks get enough clothing ?-I think they do now. They have had abundance lately. 
195. What do you mean by "lately " ?-During the last month. 
196. Had they reason to complain say six months or twelve months ago ?-They did complain about 

the children being badly clothed about that time. The men got clothes but there was none sent for the children. 
197. Would that be the fault of the manager or the fault of the Board ?-The fault of the Board I 

should say. Mr. Strickland has told me he has written for things and never got them. 198. Do you think they are as healthy as they used to be ten years ago ?
-I think they are. There 

have been a good many who have had colds and coughs, but so have the white people. There is another 
thing that is very bad for their health-sleeping by the fire at night and going out into the cold air in the morning. 

199. Has not that been the habit always ?-Not when Mr. Green was here. He would not have it. He used to go and see there was not a fire. 
200. Have not all the huts bedsteads ?-They have, but they shift them, and shift the mattresses to the front of the fire. 
201. They require looking after every night ?-Yes, I have heard Mr. Green say he knew it was not good for their health. 
202. Do they keep a: larger fire on than they would outside in the bush ?-They keep a larger fire at night than they do at day. 
203. Who supplies the wood P.-They cut it for themselves and get the horse and cart to cart it. 204. That is reckoned in their work ?-No, they get nothing for that. 
205. They have to do that in spare time ?-Yes. 
206. Supposing one of them has a large family, none of them grown up, he works from eight to five, 

when is he to cut wood for himself ?-He might take a day. Those men that have large families generally 
take Friday, and that day is not put down to them. 

207. Is the station paying as well now Its it was ?-No. 208. To what do you attribute the deficiency or the falling off ?-The increase of the cattle has 
fallen off ; the last year Mr. Halliday was here we had forty-seven head killed ; that is about the increase. 
Last muster he was at there was 446. In that year that he left I think forty-three or forty-four were killed, 
that took all the increase. Next winter was a severe winter, over thirty we found dead in the bush. Since 
that the increase has not been so heavy and the meat has to be found. 

209. If the station was fenced off do you think it would supply itself in meat ?-Far more. 210. The place is overrun with strange cattle and horses ?-Horses are brought here from Kew and turned out. 

Thomas Ilarrts, 
continued, 

29th Sept. 1881. 
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Thomas Harris, 
centsnued. 

29th Sept. 1881. 

211. Do they ever complain of the strangers grazing-eating their grass ?-Yes, they often complain 
to me, and tell me I ought to pound, but it is no use pounding them. 

212. Do they ever suggest fencing P-What with the hops and so many away shearing, I did ust 
know which way to turn last year. There have been none away this year. 

213. Do you think if you had the whole management you could make it pay ?-I am sure the place 
would pay. 

214. Why will it not pay now ?-Those cattle come in, and if we turn them out they come in again 
to-morrow. 

215. Are there more strange cattle running on the station now than there used to be ?-Yes, far 
more. They used to be pounded before. 

216. Why do you not pound them now ?-The fee is nothing. You would knock three or four 
horses up, and the people would just laugh at you. 

217. Where do they come from ?-From the Healesville side of the common. There is Kelly, he 
has a few milking cows. He has taken up a large paddock at the back. 

218. Who brings them up from Kew ?-Some of the bus drivers. 
219. Are horses as bad to get in as the cattle ?-Not so bad as the cattle. There are a good many 

horses here now. 
220. Have you reported to Mr. Strickland about the trespassers ?-Mr. Strickland comes to me and 

says he does not see the use of turning them out when they come in again to-morrow. 
221. Has any complaint been made to Captain Page ?-I got him to put up notices on the trees. 
222. How long is it since they have been put up ?-It is over a twelvemonth since I asked for 

them. They have only been up about two months. 
223. No one has given information and claimed the £5 ?-No. Two parties were seen cutting the 

fence down, but the people were frightened to tell. 
224. Do the aborigines complain more now than they did during Mr. Halliday's time here ?-Yes. 

There is more grumbling amongst themselves. 
225. Do they drink as much as they did two or three years ago ?-They have done until now-

there is not much now. 
226. They have not been strictly sober during the last twelve months ?-This last four months I do 

not think there has been any drinking on the place. There may have been off the place. 
227. Were they before the court lately-during the last twelve months ?--I could not say positively. 

I do not think they have. I hardly think it is a twelvemonth since Mr. Cameron was pulled for giving 

the blacks drink. 
228. Since then you have not seen any drunkenness on the place ?-No. 
229. Do many people come about the station ?-Not that I am aware of. 
230. There are not many visitors ?-No, not for a good while. 
231. Do the females go away to the township ?-Not to the townships. They go down fishing to 

the Yarra. 
232. What state is the morality of the place ?-It is pretty good just now. In fact I never see any 

difference in the people. I never see any white people coming about. 
233. You do not think anyone comes about-do you think any one of the children born during the 

last twelve months belonged to anyone but the husbands of the women ?- I do not think so. There was 
something said by some party from Melbourne about Robert Wandon's child-that one is fair. 

234. Fairer than the half-castes as a rule ?-Not much fairer ; and then one other of his children-
one that is dead-was the fairest one that ever was on the place. His wife is more like a white women 
than anything else. 

235. Was she born here ?-No • at Echuca. 
236. Wandon was born on the ?Yana ?-Yes. 
237. Who is the leader amongst them ?-Barak. 
238. Do they call him the king ?-Yes. 
239. Does this " Punch" complain ?-Yes, he has complained formerly. He does not complain so 

much to me now. I do not know what he does to his friends outside. 
240. What part is he native of P-Wangaratta, I think. 
241. Do you know how long he has been here ?-Very soon after the station was commenced. 
242. Is he married ?-Yes. 
243. Do you think they are properly looked after in the underclothing-do they ever want flannel ? 

-Yes, I think they want flannel sometimes-[ The witness handed in a copy of his instructions when he 
took charge of the hop garden.] 

244. Do you think if they were properly clothed there would be so much sickness ?-I do not think 
there would. Sometimes they have too much clothing, and other times they have not enough. 

245. Have they ever complained about wanting flannel ?-They have often complained. 
246. Do they waste it when they get them ?-I have known them go and ask Dr. Elms for flannel. 

I did not see they took as good care of it as they would if they had to pay for it themselves. 
247. At what age are they supposed to have flannel?-I could not say. 
248. Does Punch work on the place ?-Since Captain Page gave him the letter about a month ago. 

He did not work much before. He finds out on pay-day a £2 bill comes in from the butcher, and he has 
only got 35s. to pay it with, and he is in the back-ground. 

249. Is there anything wrong with him ?-He does not complain ; he has had this cold, like all 
the rest. He is a shearer. 

The witness withdrew. 

Tommy Michie, 
29th Sept. 1881. 

Tommy Michie, aboriginal, examined. 

250. By the Board.-Where do you come from ?-Benalla. 
251. How long have you been here ?-Fifteen years about. 
252. Are you married ?-Yes. 
253. How many children have you got ?-Three alive, three dead. 
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254. Have you got a good house ?-Yes. 	
Tommy Mollie, 

continued. 

255. The best cottage over there ?-Yes. 	 29th Sept. 1881. 

256. Have you got a garden ?-Yes. 
257. Have you got any cattle-any cows ?-0nly horses now. 
258. How many horses ?-Four. 
259. Are they all riding horses ?-Some draught and a riding horse. 
260. Where do you get your milk ?-I get the milk from the house. Mr. Strickland keeps it. 
261. Do not you get milk for your tea ?-No. 
262. Do any on the station get it ?-Some do ; only those that have children. 
263. Have they any cows of their own ?-No. 
264. Do you work on the station ?-Yes. 
265. Do you get good allowances of food ?-Not very well. 
266. Not enough, or is it the quality ?-We get enough rations-not meat. 
267. Do you get good quality of rations ?-It is good. 
268. How is it you do not get enough meat ?-We have got to buy it. 
269. Does not the station allow you any ?-No ; not since Mr. Green left ; we have got to buy 

our meat. 
270. How do those that are not working get their Meat ?---The same. 
271. If they are not working they do not get pay ?-Those are the old men ; the Government 

supplies them. 
272. They make all those that come work ?-Yes, we have got to buy our own meat. 
273. Do you complain of that, that it is not fair P-1 do not think it is fair. 
274. You expect to be provided with everything ?-With everything-all alike. 
275. Do you get clothing enough ?-I do not get enough, myself-two pairs of trousers in the year, 

and two shirts. 
276. Do not get a coat at all ?-No ; we get a blue shirt as well. 
277. Do you get under flannel ?-Yes, one. 
278. Supposing that one wears out, do you get a new one ?-We cannot get any more till the time 

comes. 
279. What time of the year do you get the clothes ?-I cannot tell you. 
280. Is it winter or summer ?-The beginning of the winter. 
281. You would be perfectly satisfied if you got enough meat P-We would be satisfied if we had 

meat the same as we used to. We used to kill our own before. 
282. The whole station killing it ?-The whole station supplying itself. 
283. You kill your own now occasionally ?-No, we have to buy it. What we have got on the 

station we have to buy it the same as from the butcher. 
284. What you want is that you should not have to buy anything P-No. 
285. Do you think it is unfair to make the people on the station work ?-With the number of people 

here they ought to make the station support itself. 
286. Would you like to see the people work on the station ?-Yes. 
287. You would not object to work ?-Yes, we all object to work. 
288. Supposing the Government supplies you with all the clothing you require, and beef ; and if 

you got as much of everything as you required, you would not want wages for your work at all ?-No. 
289. Would you work all the same then ?-All the same as we used to do. 
290. You are not satisfied with the present management ?-No. 
291. Will you be kind enough to tell the Board your objection-what complaints you have to make ? 

-Mr. Strickland is not a fit man to work the station. 
292. Will you say in what respect-why is he not a fit man to superintend it ?-He has made no 

improvements since he was in this place, such as looking over the run and the cattle-everything to make 
more grub and clothing. 

293. Anything else ?-And we have got the run open. We have got everybody's cattle in-more 

than our own. 
294. Do not you do any fencing now ?-No. 
295. Is he attentive to the people when they are sick ?-Very seldom. We have to come down 

for him. 
296. Does he go when you ask him to ?-Sometimes. 
297. Did he ever refuse visiting any of the sick ?-Yes. 
298. How long ago ?-Before this disturbance. 
299. When was that P-When we went down to town to the Chief Secretary. 

300. Who did he refuse to visit who was sick ?-Willie Hamilton. 
301. Did he recover or die ?-He is alive now. 
302. Tell us about the disturbance, and what was the cause of the disturbance ?-The way we were 

living ; badly treated. 
303. Just describe how you were treated ?-We cannot get anything we want, butter or milk, or 

anything for sick people. 
304. Anything else ?-And meat, we cannot get it. 
305. Was that all ?-We have to run down here to get it. 
306. Do you get it when you send' end down for it`?-Sometimes, not always. 
307. Then you want the meat-to cook it ?-To cook it ourselves. 
308. Any way you like ?-Any way we like. 
309. You mean to make soup for sick people ?-.Yes, or beef tea. 
310. It is not for your meals--.do you get them regularly ?-No. 

311. What was the matter with William Hamilton ?-They were afraid of the scarlet fever, and 
Mr. Strickland never came near for a fortnight to see how they got on with the children. 

312. Did he not send for the doctor ?-11e sent for the doctor, but never came to see how we were 

getting on. 
313. Did the doctor come ?-He came, but he was not a minute there. 
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Tommy Michie, 
continued. 

29th Sept. 1881. 

314. Were there any more bad with the scarlet fever ?-No, it was not scarlet fever at all ; it was 
something like little pimples breaking out, with a head ; I do not know what you would call it. 

315. If you think of any grievance that you have to complain of just say so ?-Since the station 
was started by Mr. Strickland there are no improvements to keep us quiet. 

316. Does that mean he does not give you employment enough ?-I mean he does not look over us 
to make the station support itself without buying anything. 

317. Is it because he does not know better, or because he takes no interest in the work ?-He does 
not understand how to manage the station. 

318. If he knew how to do it, do you think he would do it ?-He would do it the same as the first 
manager we had at the beginning. 

319. I understood Mr. Harris was the working manager ?-He only does the one work-hops. 
Some of our chaps do the ploughing. 

320. He superintends ?-Yes. Since the new management the only thing we have been working 
at is the hops. We grow no potatoes or vegetables for the use of the station. We ought to have more 
milk on the station. 

321. Did you always work on the station ?-Yes. 
322. You have been working constantly ?-Yes, since I have been in this station. 
323. Fifteen years ?-Yes. I worked for ten years for nothing, just to try to keep ourselves in 

the station. We had plenty then. 
324. You were not paid wages then, and you got everything you wanted ?-Yes. 
325. What kind of improvements were you making at that time ?-We were clearing and fencing 

more ground. 
326. How much have you fenced ?-I cannot tell you how many miles. 
327. There is half the station unfenced yet ?-We have not fenced the run yet. 
328. Has any fencing at all been done since Mr. Strickland has been here ?-No, only that bit in the 

orchard. 
329. When were those bridges made-the three bridges made between this and the road ?-This 

winter. 
330. Who has been clearing the road ?-We 
331. When did you do that ?-Last winter. 
332. Then it is scarcely correct that you made no improvements lately ?-Not to keep anything out. 
333. No improvements that paid ?-No. 
334. Then would you be in favor of using white labor, taking people here to work instead of the 

blacks ?-No, we could do it ourselves. 
335. Would you like the manager to give the work to white men, and you to rest and only work as 

you liked, and get your meat and rations, but no wages-would you rather have the old system, getting 
board and clothes and no wages, rather than being paid for your work, and paying for the beef ?-Yes. 

336. Do you all work on the station now ?-Yes. 
337. Full time ?-Yes. 
338. And you get money for it?-Yes. 
339. Is your work amongst the hops ?-Yes. 
340. Does it require your labor there all the year round ?-It requires our labor there all the year 

round. 
341. You could not be at anything else; you could not be fencing the station at the same time?-We 

could divide the people in half. 
342. If there is employment enough there for the whole of you, how could you spare half to go 

fencing ?-We can do that easy. We have got enough in the paddock to keep us all going. 
343. How could you fence if all your time is employed on the hops ?-We finish about this time ; 

we have got nothing to do. 
344. How long does the paddock take you; 	many months in the year are you employed in the 

hop paddock ?-About two months, what we are oing now. 
345. How many months of the year would you have for fencing ?-We can do it a little at a time. 
346. Have you anything more to say ?-I do not think so 

The witness withdrew. 
Adjourned to to-morrow, at .Nine o'clock. 

0 

FRIDAY, 30TH SEPTEMBER 1881. 

Present : 
E. H. CAMERON, ESQ., M.L.A., in the Chair ; 

T. Armstrong, Esq., J.P., 	 J. Kerr, Esq., 
G. De Pury, Esq. 

The aboriginal Tommy Michie, alias "Punch," handed in the following letter :-" I report this 
matter for the welfare of the station. The station has never been improved since the old manager left. 
No clearing or grubbing done ; no potatoes, cabbages, or other vegetables have been grown, and no fencing 
done since he left. Last time we mustered we counted 300 cattle and horses belonging to the township 
and cockatoo farmers. Nothing has been put in the orchard, and vegetables have not been grown for the 
good of our health. Mr. Green was very neighborly, and used to gather young men and women, and old 
people, and teach them like children, saving them from drinking and fighting ; and every year he used to 
have a gathering. Mrs. Green was like a mother to all the natives, and was good to the women when they 
were confined, and she used to look after the sick. Under Mr. Green we used to kill our own cattle, and 
grow our own potatoes, cabbages, onions, carrots, and pumkins-everything we could grow. We had 
plenty of milk, butter, and cheese. We get nothing like that now. Nothing has improved since the 
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manager took charge of the station. I do not know what he was put here for. He ought to look around 
the run and get it made into four or five paddocks for the spring, a paddock for weaners, and a paddock 
for fat cattle, and kill our own cattle. Clearing and grubbing should be done. The manager is ruining 
the station. He is not doing his work, only riding about and breaking the Government buggy, and running 
horses. His daughter rides sore-backed horses ; the matter was told to the police, and Captain Page 
stopped it. Why should not he be fined as well as the poor natives ? Why should they take advantage of 
a poor black because he cannot read and write ? I think they have done enough in this country to ruin 
the natives without taking it from us any more. I went away up the country about the Goulburn for a 
holiday, and Mr. Strickland sold all my geese, and would not allow me to keep pigs. The pigs and geese 
kept me in everything I wanted. We can keep nothing. I did not get paid for the geese, and I expect a 
pound for the lot." 

Tommy Michie further examined. 
347. By the Board.-Who got up that deputation that waited on the Chief Secretary ?-We got it Tommy Michie, 

up ourselves. 	 30th Sept. 1881. 

348. No one tried to agitate on the question P-No. 
349. No one has tried to make you dissatisfied with the management of the place ?-No. 

The witness withdrew. 

William Barak, aboriginal, examined. 
350. By the Board.-You were born on the Yarra ?-Yes. 
351. What part ?-Yarra Flat. 
352. How old are you ?-I do not know. 
353. It was a wild country when you were born ?-Yes. 
354. You have been on this station ever since the station was established ?-Yes. 
355. You have never been up the country ?-No. 
356. Have you to work now ?-I am not able to work now. 
357. You are too old to work now ?-Yes. 
358. Do they allow you enough clothing to keep you warm ?-Yes ; every year. 
359. How many pairs of trousers do you get ?-One. 
360. When did you get the last pair ?-The last trousers last year. 
361. Where did you get those you have on ?-Mrs. Bon's boy. 
362. Do you get enough shirts-the blue shirts ?-I get them the same as the trousers. 
363. Do you get undershirts ?-Yes ; I have got a flannel. 
364. How many of them do you get ?-I have got only one. 
365. Is that worn out before you get the next ?-It takes a long time for that. 
366. Have you to go without one sometimes during the year before you get another one ?-Some-

times I go without when they are broken. 
367. Do you ever ask for another when one breaks away ?-No, I do not want to ask him again. 
368. Not till the end of the year ?-Yes. 
369. Do you get enough to eat ?-Yes. It is very short towards the end of the week. 
370. What runs short-the flour or bread, or what ?-The flour and sugar. 
371. You get plenty of beef ?-I get Government meat. 
372. As much as you want to eat ?-We are out sometimes. 
373. Do you apply for more when you are out ?-We beg outside ; people ask from one another. 
374. You do not come to Mr. Strickland for more ?-No. 
375. Do you get all alike ?-No. 
376. Who gets the most, the young people or the old people ?-Those that have children get most. 
377. Have you any children ?-They died not very long ago in Melbourne. 
378. Is Mr. Strickland kind to you :1-Sometimes, not always. 
379. Does he speak cross, or how do you make out that he is unkind ?-One time I was very lame, 

and I wanted to get the horse and cart, and Mr. Strickland came up in a very rough way, and said, "Do 
you know that horse is working all day." And I asked him, " Can't you let me have it to draw a little bit 
of wood ?" He said, "No ; he is working all day." 

380. Does Mr. Strickland visit you when you are ill ?-Yes. 
381. Does Mrs. Strickland visit the women when they are ill ?-No. 
382. How long is it since your wife died ?-Two months. 
383. Did Mrs. Strickland visit her when she was ill'?-She brought her some greasy soup. 
384. Did she bring it herself to your wife ?-No ; one of the black girls. 
385. Did Mrs. Strickland ever call and see your wife when she was ill ?-Sometimes. 
386. Did you attend in town that time to see Mr. Berry when the row took place ?-Yes. 
387. What did you complain of then ?-About the breaking up of the station. 
388. Did you complain then that Mr. Strickland was not kind to you ?-When we got down that 

time we did not ask about Mr. Strickland, we asked about Mr. Green. 
389. To be manager over the place again ?-Yes. 
390. You did not want Mr. Strickland to remain as manager ?--We did not ask for that. 
391. Do you want to send Mr. Strickland away ?-Yes, we want him to go away. 
392. Tell us all you want ?-He does not grow any potatoes, or oats, or cabbage. 
393. Is there plenty of work here all the year round for the men in the hop paddock ?-Yes. 
394. All the men ?-All the men. 

1• 	 395. Are the men ever idle-do you ever run out of work ?-No. 
396. Always doing something ?-Yes. 

1 	 397. No time to fence ?-No, they cannot do anything-no order-they let the cattle come in 
belonging to other people. The place is not fenced. 

398. Would you like the Government to give you all the food you want, and all the clothing, and 
no work ?-If they had everything right and the Government leave us here, give us this ground and let 
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William Barak,, us manage here and get all the money. Why do not the people do it themselves-do what they like, and 
continued, 

30th Sept. 1881, go on and do the work. 
399. Is it true that the men have not been paid for four months ?-No, only this time-every two 

months they get paid. 
The witness withdrew. 

Martin Simpson, 
30th Sept. 1881. 

Martin Simpson, aboriginal, examined. 

400. By the Board.-How old are you ?-I have no idea. 
401. Where were you born ?-Jim Crow. 
402. How long have you been here P-I could not say. 
403. Who was manager of the station when you came ?-Mr. Green. 
404. Were you here many years before Mr. Green left ?-I think I was here about ten years before 

Mr. Green left. 
405. Was the station long established before you arrived ?-No--not much cultivation-there was 

only two huts here. 
406. The present Board are here to hear any complaints that you have got against the management, 

and the treatment you have received. Tell everything you have got to say against the mode of treatment. 
We came to see that the blacks get justice. Do you get enough to eat ?-Not so far as meat goes. 

407. Do you get enough of everything else ?-And clothing. 
408. Keep to what you eat first P-Our rations run short before the end of the week sometimes. 
409. Then you do not get enough ?-No. 
410. How often during the week is it given to you ?-On Saturday, once a week. 
411. How many days does it last ?-It will last up till Friday. 
412. What do you have from Friday till Saturday ?-We have nothing. 
413. Have you sometimes to go without your dinner and supper on Friday, and your breakfast on 

Saturday ?-We have to go and borrow bread of our neighbors. 
414. Your neighbors are not short if they can lend you some ?-Some of them can spare a little 

more than others. 
415. Have you any idea how much each gets P-No, I do not know. 
416. Are you married ?-Yes. 
417. How many children have you got ?-I have no children. 
418. Does your wife get as much as you get ?-Yes. 
419. Do you often run short before the end of the week ?-Yes, often. 
420. Do many others run short before the week is out ?-Yes. 
421. You work on the place ?-Yes. 
422. Do you get vegetables ?-No. 
423. Are you allowed to grow any yourself ?-I have not got a garden. 
424. Are you allowed to make a garden ?-Yes, we are allowed. 
425. You have only just come back ?-Yes. 
426. Where were you ?-Down on the Murray. 
427. How long were you away ?-A little more than twelve months. 
428. Was your wife with you ? -Yes. 
429. What made you go away ?-I was sent away. 
430. Who ordered you away ?-Captain Page. 
431. Why-had you been misbehaving ?-We had some words in the hop paddock. 
432. Some of the other men and you ?-Yes. 
433. Who was it ?--=It was Captain Page himself. 
434. What was the cause of it-why did you fall out ?-I went out fishing one day, on a Tuesday, 

upon the Yarra, and came back again, and got my rations stopped. I had not enough meat to keep me on, 
so I went fishing. I asked, " What for?" And they told me that I was away fishing, and not working ; 
and I told him, if I could not get enough here, I must go and catch some fish for myself. 

435. And then you did go ?-Yes ; I went and got some fish, and came back again, and got my 
rations stopped for it ; and they said, if I did not go to work my services would no more be required on the 
place. He said I was to go away from the place, so he sent me away. 

436. You were away twelve months ?-Yes. 
437. How did you come back ?-I walked back. 
438. Without being sent for ?-Yes. 
439. Did they refuse to take you in when you came back ?-No. 
440. Were you on a station there ?-It was a kind of mission station, on the other side of 

the Murray. 
441. How long were you there ?-All the time. 
442. What kind of treatment did you receive there ?-You had to buy everything you wanted. 
443. You had to work ?-Work and buy everything you wanted. 
444. Could you get constant employment there ?-Not about the station, because there are so many 

old hands there that would be taken on without taking strangers on. 
445. You could not keep yourself in clothes and rations P-If you were working on a squatter's 

station. 
446. Did you work on a station ?-Yes ; on Mr. MacBain's station. 
447. Did you earn enough money to keep yourself and wife in food and clothing ?-Yes. 
448. Were you better off there than here ?-Yes. If I could get employment all the time to keep 

me on I was better off. 
449. You could not get constant employment ?-No. 
450. That is the reason you came back ?-Yes. 
451. Can you shear ?-No. 
452. Are the blacks at the other station allowed to go out to work ?-Yes. 
453. Are they allowed here ?-No ; not without they get orders from Captain Page. 
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454. Did you apply ; do you know anyone who applied to Captain Page and was refused permission Martin Simpson, 
continued 

to go and work outside P-No ; I do not know of any. 	 10t 	
, 

h Sept. 1881. 

455. Were you one that went down on the deputation to Mr. Berry ?-Not this last time. I was 
not here then. 

456. Do you think you could earn more if you were working by the piece than the way you are paid 
now P-1 could not say. 

457. Would you rather work by piece work ?-What would you call piece work ? 
458. Put up so much fence for so much money, or hoe so much hops for so much ?-I would sooner 

have it by the week. 
459. Are you working by the week ?-Yes. 
460. And how much do you earn now-how much do you get a week ?-I could not say how much 

we are getting. I have not heard what we are getting. 
461. How long is it since you began to work since your arrival from the Murray ?-I came back 

here in the latter end of July. I have been working since. 
462. Have you been paid since ?-No. 
463. Do you know when you should be paid ?-No. 
464. How often are the men on the station paid ?-Every two months. 
465. Supposing that you earn twelve shillings, what have you to do with this twelve shillings ?-

We have to pay for our meat. 
466. Only the meat ?-Yes. 
467. All that you have to do with the money is to buy meat ?-Yes. 
468. Do you get plenty of clothing ?-I have not got sufficient clothing for myself since I came 

back from the Murray. 
469. Used you to get enough when you were here before ?-Not since Mr. Strickland was here. 

470. Not so much as before ?-No. 
471. How many pairs of trousers do you get ?-I have got one pair. 
472. How many used you to get in a year ?-Only one pair of trousers and a pair of bluchers, a blue 

shirt and hat, and a flannel. 
473. Do you get a crimean shirt ?-No. 
474. Does any one on the station get it ?-No. 
475. All flannels ?-All flannels and cotton shirts. 
476. What do you do after you wear out the one pair of trousers-do you go without ?-We have 

to do without till the next supply comes. 
477. Have you to go naked ?-We have to do the best we can. We have to buy with what money 

we have. 
478. Have you often to buy clothes with your own money ?-Yes, often. 
479. You had to do that when Mr. Green was here, too ?-I do not remember. 
480. Does he not supply you with clothes twice a year ?-No. 
481. Every six months ?-No. 
482. Supposing that one of your own men came here, and told us that they distribute clothing 

twice a year, and that they get double what you say they get, would he be telling the truth ?-No, he 
would not. 

483. What kind of work are you at generally ?-Generally in the hop paddock. 
484. Are they at work in the hop paddock all the year round ?-Yes. 
485. What have you been doing lately ?-Pruning. 
486. Can you plough ?-Yes. 
487. Have you been ploughing in the hop ground ?-No. 
488. Can you fence ?-Yes. 
489. Are the men working in the hop ground employed as a rule all the year round ?-Yes, they 

are always in the hop paddock. 
490. You need not be idle any day if you like to work ?-No. 
491. There is plenty of employment ?-There is plenty of employment. 
492. You would not have time to erect any fencing ?-Yes ; we would have time, because we have 

men enough to spare. 
493. You say the men have constant employment all the year round without fencing-how could 

they spare time to go and fence if it takes all your time in the hop paddock ?-There is more men than 
enough. They do not all work in the hop paddock. 

. 494. What do the others do ?-Ploughing, and work on the farm. 
495. Does Mr. Harris find work for all the men every morning ?-Yes. 
496. He sets them all to something ?-Yes. 
497. Is he sufficient to lead you-are you perfectly satisfied with his management ?-Yes. 
498. You think he understands his work ?-Yes, I think he does. 
499. You have full confidence in him ?-Yes. 
500. Does Mr. Strickland interfere with his work at all-does he attend the hop ground, and tell 

you you are doing right ?-No. 
501. He does not interfere with your work at all ?-No. 
502. It is left to Mr. Harris to say whether you do your work or not ?-Yes. 
503. Have you ever been sick on the station P-No. 
504. Or your wife ?-No. 
505. Does Mr. Strickland visit the sick ?-No ; I have never seen him. 
506. Have you seen Mrs. Strickland go to visit the women ?-Yes ; she has been up there lately. 
507. When the women are sick she goes ?-Yes. 
508. Would you like to see them more among you ?-Yes. 
509. You think they do not visit you enough ?-No, they do not ; they keep away. 

The witness withdrew. 
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