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1212. How long ago is this ?-Just about twelve months ago. 	 Rev. J. Buljner, 

1213. Has he been working well since he resumed work ?-Very well. He was a very violent 24 thMay 

tempered man before, and it seemed to tame him. 
1214. How were theY fed in the meantime ?-By the other natives. 
1215. They are very good-natured in that way ?-Yes, they are very good-natured. He did not 

starve, but he did not get it from me. 
1216. Do you think it desirable to pay for the labor of the aborigines ?-I think blacks should be 

paid for their work, as they can always obtain small wages on any station. 
1217. To what amount would you pay them ?-In proportion to the labor they do. 
1218. Taking wages and food, would you pay them the full amonnt they would receive off the 

aboriginal station, or would you pay them less ?-The full amount. They work for very small wages on 
other stations, five or six or seven shillings a week and rations. That is the common wages for them. For 
stockriding I have known them get ten shillings, but not often. 

1219. Do you propose to pay them that ?-I should say about seven shillings a week would be about 
it. Some would require more who do carpentering. 

1220. That would amount to a very large sum indeed, if you paid all the natives at that rate ?-We 
must not pay them all. Some would be worth so much, others, in fact, scarcely any wages at all. I pay 
now the blacks for their work, out of the proceeds of the station, as far as I can. If a native does fencing, 
I pay say about half what a white man would get. 

1221. By the job ?-Yes. I give sixpence a rod for putting it up, sixteen shillings for posts, and 
ten shillings for rails. 

1222. Do you make any reduction in those cases for rations ?-No. 
1223. The half price that you would pay the whites, and rations ?-Yes. 
1224. Contract work could be easily arranged, but the difficulty would be day work ? -I do not 

think it would be advisable to pay day work, but by the job. 
1225. Do you carry that out in washing arrowroot ?-Yes, in washing arrowroot. I make the 

agreement, threepence per pound, taking the arrowroot and finishing it. 
1226. In earthing it can you carry out the contract system ?-Yes. I say, "I will give you so much 

for earthing this, say ten shillings an acre for hoeing it up." I find it difficult to get them to work without 
giving them something. It would have to be left to the discretion of the manager. 

1227. What is the principle you would like ; to pay them the full value of their labor ?-Yes. 
1228. If so, in what manner, whether by money alone, or by money and rations and goods, and at 

what rates or prices ?-In money and rations. Their clothes, &c., they should purchase, as they have to 
do, out of their earnings, when away from the station. 

1229. How are they clothed at your station ; well ?-By supplies from the Central Board. 
1230. Do they pay for that ?-No, not yet. 
1231. Do they make up their own clothing ?-Yes. 
1232. It is sent to you in the piece ?-Yes. Some trousers are sent ready-made, but the women's 

and children's clothes are made on the station. 
1233. That is only lately ?-Yes ; we think it the best plan to encourage them to make their own 

clothes. 
1234. Then the clothing is given in when you consider the value of the work ?-Yes, that has 

been so. 
1235. You are feeding and clothing them ?  -  I think that should not continue. The desire to be 

paid for their work, I think, is right ; but it is only fair that they should purchase their clothing. 
1236. How could you carry that out ?-The question is raised of a store on the station, and things 

would be sold to them just as at any other store.  
1237. If you had a store you could carry it out. If the Central Board sent you a supply of things, 

say £30 worth of stores, you can sell them to the blacks, and of course you would simply have to account 
for the amount of clothes ?-Yes. 

1238. You think that would answer ?-Yes. 
1239. If you could, you would prefer to pay full value for their work, and induce them to buy all 

their clothing ?-I would. 
1240. You would if you could ?-I think so. They should not be paupers. 
1241. There is a difference between the clothing which may described as necessary, and the orna- 

mental ?-Yes. 
1242. The necessary clothing, how would you carry that out. You propose that they should pay 

for the necessary clothing by labor ?-Yes. 
1243. If you received certain materials from the Central Board you would have to pay them back in 

money ?-Yes. My idea was only supposing we were to have a store and we were to sell. It would do 
them no good to give money unless they could purchase at the station. 

1244. There is a vast difference in the matter of ornamental stores purchased there instead of out- 
side from hawkers, and stores such as necessary clothing ?-Yes, there is a difference. 

1245. How would you repay. If the necessary clothes were given you, you would have to give the 
money back ?-I should have to consider that. 

1246. In estimating the amount you may take into consideration the amount of clothing you gave 
them?-Yes, that could be done. His clothes could be taken as part payment, but hitherto the blacks have 
never taken them into consideration, but I think we could impress that upon their minds, that is the 
necessary clothing and also the ornamental clothing they must purchase with their own money. 

1247. With regard to this question, supposing that a store were established to supply them with 
those articles of clothing which are not absolutely necessary, do you think, from what you know of the 
nature of the blacks, they would be induced to spend their money in that way ?-Yes, I think so. 

1248. To prevent them from going to hawkers and outside ?-They would rather purchase on the 
station, but some might prefer to buy drink. 

1249. Would the store not induce them to lay the money out and not have it in drink ?-Yes. 
1250. Is your station visited by the hawkers ?-Yes. They come by the boat. A storekeeper from 

Bairnsdale comes about once in three months, and I find that the black fellows will come for money when 

they see the goods there. 
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Rev. J. Bulmer, 	 1251. Do you ever find any articles brought by any person, such as drink ?-The hawker has never roomed. 
24th May ism brought it on the station. 

1252. Do the blacks go away and bring it on the station ?-I have never seen it, but I believe it has 
happened once or twice. I have been told so by an aboriginal. 

12,53. About the entrance they have facilities for getting drink ?-Yes, and I have communicated 
with the police, but it is very difficult to deal with it. I have had one case before the court. The last 
time the policeman promised he would have a detective to watch the case, but nothing has been done. 

1254. Do you find it a serious difficulty ?-I find it a serious difficulty to prevent the blacks getting 
grog., but we are 20 miles from a licensed public-house. 

1255. Hoiv far is this shanty away ?-Seven miles from Lake Tyers. 
1256. Are they licensed to sell ?-No, there is no licensed house nearer than 20 miles. 
1257. Do you think it advisable that rations and goods should be purchased on the station and a 

store kept for that purpose ; and if goods, of what kinds should a supply be kept ?-A store would be a 
great boon to tbe station in which should be kept sugar, tobacco, and general drapery, as they are often 
short of the former articles, their rations generally not being sufficient. 

1258. That is sugar and tobacco ; do they find the ration of sugar not sufficient ? -I give them two pounds a week. 
1259. That is the able-bodied ?-Yes. 
1260. What do you give the children ?-The children are in the boarding-house. 
1261. The women ?-In the families I give a pound and a half. 
1262. What is the quantity of tobacco they are allowed ?-30 lbs. for three months for the whole station. 
1263. How many people ?-Over a hundred. 
1264. That includes all ?-Yes. There are 60 people that smoke. 
1265. Do the women smoke as a rule ?-Yes, the elder women. 
1266. What do you think is a fair supply of tobacco for a native a week ?-I do not give any 

black as much as four figs a week ; two figs is what he generally gets. I give it to him twice a week ; 
but a blackfellow would smoke even more than that, and if a store were kept we would have to keep a supply. 

1267. Do they now purchase it ?-Yes, they do. 
1268. Where?-At a store at the Lakes' entrance. 
1269. Do you think it is desirable to give more than two figs a week ?-No, I would not give them 

more than that. They are heavy smokers, some of them. 
1270. You must consider keeping tobacco in the store you would facilitate their getting it, and 

encourage their smoking. Do you think that is desirable. The difficulty of obtaining it might check 
them ?-We might consider that and not keep tobacco there at all. I have tried to get them to abstain from smoking. 

1271. Unless they abstain from principle it is no use ?-No. 
1272. You would keep general drapery ?-Yes. 
1273. You think it would be better to keep tobacco, and give it out with discretion ?-Just so ; to have a little in the store. 

1274. But you would not give more than the present ration, two figs a week ?-No. 
1275. Do they on the other stations ?-I do not know what they give. 
1276. Do those wild blacks who came to you from Maneroo smoke ?-Every oue of them. 
1277. And more or as much as your own ?-Just about the same. The only difference is that they smoke opium, some of them, which is far worse. 

1278. Did they bring opium on the station ?-I have never seen it, but they tell me that they buy it 
from the Chinamen when they go abroad. My attention was drawn to it by a boy in the school. He 
seemed sleepy, and I told him to go out, and they told me it was caused by opium ; and I found that about a dozen smoked opium. 

1279. Is the station ever visited by Chinese ?-No; in fact I do not think they smoke it on the station. 

1280. Did they tell you where they acquired the habit ?-At Maneroo. 
1281. At the Kiandra diggings ?-I think so. I think the danger is very little of smoking opium 

on the station, and the only danger is that they may be tempted outside. 
1282. Are they not supposed to have acquired the habit on Maneroo before they came ?-Yes ; there 

are only a few of them, half a dozen or a dozen amongst them ; a few boys and one girl. 
1283. Would it be practicable to pay to the managers of the stations the wages earned by aborigines, 

instead of to the aborigines themselves, and thus encourage a resort to the stations for what they want, 
instead of squandering their money elsewhere ?-If a store were on the station it would be a good plan if 
the managers were paid on behalf of the blacks ; but I fear there would be great difficulty in carrying out 
this arrangement. Some gentlemen would send their money to the station, and I daresay some would not. 

1284. Do you think that difficulties would be met with on the part of the aborigines themselves ?-
I asked the blacks themselves, the morning I came away, and read these questions to the men. They said 
they would like their money to be paid on the station. There was not one said "No." 

1285. They all assented ?-Yes ; they all assented. 
1286. Would they be likely to have any objections when the money became payable to them, or 

would they be satisfied to have the money sent, that the right amount of money would be sent ?-They 
would be satisfied of that. They would know I would receive their account. They generally bring their 
account when they receive the money, and they ask me if it is right, and when I read it I say, "Have you 
so-and-so ? That is right." A few of them might want their money at once. 

1287. Do any of your blacks save money. Have you any savings bank or box ?-The fact is, they 
do not earn so very much. They have not much to save. I am able to give very little. They have not the means of saving yet. 

1288. Do you not think, too, that when they work they are rather apt to spend a large amount of their earnings in living-eating ?-Yes ; some men who do not drink at all spend it all in food. There was 
Billy McDougall, spent it all on himself and his family, and brought back no money when be returned from work. 

1289. They spend without much foresight ?-Yes. 
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1290. Do you think it advisable to board out orphan children ?—I would not recommend the 
Rey. s. Buhaer, boarding out of orphan children, as the blacks generally do not wish it. 	 contutued, 

1291. Did you ask them that question ?—Yes. 	 24th May 1877. 
 

1292. At that meeting you held ?—No ; before that. They came to me and asked me. There is a 
little difference between orphan children and other children among the blacks. There is no fear of an 
orphan child being destitute, because when a child loses its father it has another father, who takes up 
himself the care, and loves the child as much as the parents. They would not like to see that child 
removed from the station. They call it their own child. A child always has two fathers and two mothers, or five or six perhaps. 

1293. He is not an orphan really ?--He is not an orphan, not in their way. In fact they are more 
indulgent to him, from the fact that he has lost his own father or mother. They are very kind altogether 
to their children, so that, according to the views of the natives, there are no orphans at all. 

1294. Was their answer unanimous disapproval to that ?—The blacks disapproved of their children being taken. 
1295. Do you think it desirable to encourage the aborigines to hire their labor out to employers in 

the country either for long or for short terms ?—As little as possible. As a rule the blacks receive no 
benefit from hiring themselves out, as they squander their money foolishly. This does not apply to all. 
In regard to blacks hiring themselves out, I have no particular objection to a blackfellow going to work for 
a neighbour, only the difficulty is in regard to getting grog. If they could be prevented getting drink, I 
do not see there is any particular harm in his going to work. 

1296. He is left to associate with the lowest order of the whites. They cannot resist the temptation? —Just so. 
• 1297. Would it be advisable to prevent them going into the townships at all ?—Yes. 

1298. On those grounds ?—On those grounds. 
1299. If they could not get drink there would be no objection ?—No objection, if they could not 

get drink. I consider Christianity the only thing to prevent them. I have one William McDougall, who 
is a good Christian man, I consider, and he never purchases drink. In that case I should not be afraid of their going anywhere. 

1300. Have you many on your station that you consider Christian men 	have five or six men that I consider live very decent lives.. I do not consider that they are as good as "Billy." I have not 
such confidence in them as in him; but there are some women who show by their lives that they are 
changed women. Not more than four that I consider I could have confidence in. Most of them on the 
station live very moral lives, but those I should have confidence in entirely are Christians. 

1301. Having regard to the habits and disposition of the aborigines, do you think it desirable that 
the youths should be apprenticed to learn trades or occupations ?—I think it would be well if the Board had 
the power of putting boys to trades who are not willing to reside on the station, so that they may have the 
alternative of settling or working elsewhere. Some boys might want to go away. If such boys knew that 
they would have to go to work at some trade elsewhere it would in a great measure prevent them from wishing to wander. 

1302. You would encourage it in order to stop it ?—Just so, that the Board should have the power. 
I do not think myself that you would find persons willing to take the boys to learn trades. 

1303. Do you think they could learn trades, shoemaking for instance ?--I think so ; or basket-making. 
1304. Do you think they would stick to it ?—I dare say some would. A man like Charley Alexander. 
1305. He is an exception ?—Yes ; some of the,boys are very quick at learning. They would pick 

up trades; not blacksmithing, because they are not strong enough. 
1306. They have not physical strength ?—Some of the young men are strong, but they might 

consider that hard work. Carpentering, they need not go away from the station to learn that. I can 
teach them that and many other kinds of work. Shoemaking they would have to go to learn from the station. 

1307. Harness-making would be a most profitable thing ?—Yes, I think they would learn that very easily. 
1308. Having learned that would they work at it ?—If they knew that they had to make their own 

living. Hitherto they have had the idea that they will be supported whether they work or not. It has 
been a trial to us that the blacks know that they receive the stores from the Government. They said we 
had the stores. The difficulty was to get them to work ; for then and even now there are those who 
think we are doing them wrong if we stop their rations. They think they have a right to the stores. 

1309. Having an aborigine who had learned the trade, do you think he would work at it so as to support himself ?—fthink so 
1310. You have never had any experience of it ?—No. 
1311. Do you think it desirable to encourage handicrafts at the stations, and of what kinds ?-

I think the station is not yet ripe for establishing handicrafts. In future, if one or two of them learn 
trades they could teach their brethren. That is the only idea of handicrafts. If some of the young men 
were to learn they could work at it on the station and teach the others. I do not think it would be worth 
while to have a regular tradesman on the station. There are not enough boys to employ a man. 

1312. Should the main object of a station be to train the aborigines to earn their living abroad or to 
form self-supporting communities on each station ?—The blacks should form a community on each station ; 
even if they went away to work for settlers, they should have a place which they could call "home." 

1313. You think they would relapse into bad habits without the station ?—Yes. 
1314. You think the young children now growing up on the station would similarly require to be 

kept in a self-supporting community ; they cannot be trusted to go out ?—I think so. If they had been 
properly brought up, they could be trusted to go and earn their own living. 

1315. Not to be absorbed ?—Not to be absorbed, but I would keep the station for them to return to, even for the young. 

1316. You draw that distinction between them and the white people, that they are not able to go alone ?—Yes. 

1317. That is not your view. Why is it you think it necessary for them to have the station always 
under their lee as the resort, a protection ?—Because I think they feel they have a home to meet at 
together. There are seasons when blacks love to congregate for festivity. 

ABORIGINES. 
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Rey. J. Buhner, 
continued 	

1318. Why could not they go, having been taught a trade, into the world, and support themselves 
24th May 18' 77. 

a European would ?-The habits of the blackfellows are so different from Europeans. There would alwa y s y 
be blackfellows meeting somewhere, and they would fall into their savage habits. 

1319. Even the young ones P-Even those young ones, after we had educated them, would fall into 
their old habits again. 

1320. Even Billy Macdougall ?-Yes, if he was left. 
1321. Are they treated as an inferior class outside ?-I think they are. 
1322. Has that any effect in lowering their self-respect ?-No, I do not think that. 
1323. They are very sensitive ?-They are very sensitive if you show them a marked contempt ; if 

you do anything of that sort, oh, yes. 
1324. Have you any suggestions to make as to the treatment of the aborigines ?-The blacks should 

be treated in a strict business way, kindly but firmly, so that they may not in future be mere paupers, but 
have an independent mind. That is the course that I pursue, kindness as well as firmness, and the blacks 
know that very well that I love them and would do them good. 

1325. You think they appreciate kindness P-1 do. 
13'16. Can you give any information as to the aborigines who are not at the stations ; the number in 

your district, their condition and mode of obtaining a livelihood; and can you make any suggestions for 
the amelioration of their condition P-There are three or four who habitually wander. They are confirmed 
drunkards, and earn their living by begging and working. I daresay if the Vagrant Act were brought to 
bear upon such they might be induced to return to the station. 

1327. How do they support themselves ?-By working and begging. 
1328. Do they receive any food from any of the guardians ?-There are no guardians of aborigines 

at Gippsland. There are only three or four blacks who wander. 
1329. Are they married ?-No, they are single men mostly. 
1330. About what ages ?-One is about 40, another about 35. 
1331. How many actually have you ?-About four in my own district. 
1332. Are all those unmarried ?-They are all unmarried. 
1333. And are able to work ?-And are able to work. 
1334. They support themselves by working and begging occasionally ?-Yes. 
1335. Or begging generally and working occasionally ?-Yes. One of them is a regular drunkard, -

and would come under the Vagrant Act. He is a good workman when he likes. He comes to my station 
sometimes. 

1336. For how long ?-For two months; never more than that. 
1337. That would reduce the number to three ?-Yes. 
1338. What do you attribute those men's living off the station to; why do not they remain longer 

than two months ?-I think it is mostly their love of drink that makes them wander. 
1339. Do you think that having put those men in gaol would induce them to come to the station ?- 

I think if they were cautioned, if the policeman told him that he must return, warned him, I think it 
would have that effect. 

1340. Do you think they have respect for the law ?-I think so if they know it will be carried out. 
1341. Those that you speak of; the men who belong to your district and who do not continuously 

stop on your station ?-Yes. 
1342. Are there any towards the Snowy River not gathered in any station P-I had all the Snowy 

River tribe there on the coast, but there are the blacks of Bidwell station. They have just come now ; 
they had hitherto been wandering. 

1343. How many have come to your station ?-About thirty. 
1344. How long ago P-About eight months ago. 
1345. Attracted by what they heard of your station ?-Yes. 
1346. Are they remaining quietly ?-Yes, some of th -em. When I came away there were one or 

two pair wanted to go for something, but would soon return. 
1347. Did they leave the children at Bidwell ?-No. 
1348. They have all come in then ?-Yes, all come in. There are not many, only six of the Bidwell's. 
1349. Do you suppose there are any left scattered ?-No, not in Gippsland. 
1350. You think that there are none in Gippsland that have not reached your station ?-I think so. 
1351. Were all those thirty Bidwell blacks belonging to Victoria P-Only ten of them. The rest 

were Maneroo blacks. 
1352. With the exception of Murray Jack. He is a Victorian ?-Yes. 
1353. Is he married ?-Yes. 
1354. Has he any children P-Yes, or his grandchildren. There are ten Bidwell blacks, and Jack 

and his wife and daughter. 
1355. That is five from the head of the Murray. That is fifteen from Victoria ?-Yes. 
1356. And the other fifteen New South Wales ?-Yes. 
1337. Have you had conversations with those men about the motives that induced them to come to 

your station ?-Yes ; the motives of some were that they were dying off in Maneroo by the measles. They 
got the idea that they were dying off; and they thought they would be safer on the station, and, also, that 
they wished to bring their children to school. I had sent messages to them often in past years. 

1358. How long ago ?-Two or three years. I had done so, and I had always had promises that 
they would send them, and now they have brought them ; and there is an old man who is going for four or 
five more that he has up there. 

1359. Is it the education, or is it the feeding P-1 think perhaps both. 
1360. They appreciate the education of children ?-Yes. They like to know they can write. One 

or two blacks who were taught have gone back, still it left some impression, and I think that has been the 
means of the others coming down. 

1361. Is that what you dread, a wild disposition evincing itself suddenly after they learned a trade 
outside, unless they have the station to fall back on ?-Yes. TLey want some moral support. 

1362. How can you get this ; can you suggest any method by which you could get these border 
tribes to come to you. Do you think paying visits would have any effect ?-The only method I know of is 
to make the station attractive to themselves. Just the morning I came away one said to me, " When you 

A 



come back I want to build a house," and I said, " The station is not so nice as it may be, but very likely it Rev. J. Balmer, 

will be more attractive some day ;" but he said, "I feel I would rather live here now as it is thango away continued, 
working on the stations." 

1363. Was he unmarried ?-Unmarried. 
1364. How long had he been on the station ?-About six months. He went away for a mouth. 
1365. This is the first time he evinced a desire to remain permanently ?-Yes. Before lie said he 

had to go out and work for his living, but now he wants to stop. 
1366. Is that from a reluctance to work ?-No, he works very well on the station. 
1367. Have you any very old blacks on the station at Lake Tyers?-Yes, I have one very old man. 
1368. Does he ever talk about the time the blacks were brought there?-No, he does not ; but many 

of the number well remember when Billy Macdougall's mother and father were shot down at Snowy River. 
1369. You have a master on the station, a teacher ; is he connected with the Education Depart- 

ment ?-Yes, Mr. Hallier. 
1370. Have you your school inspected ?-Yes, the inspector has just been to the station. 
1371. What proportion have passed ?-He did not examine for results, he merely looked round the 

school. It was not the season for results. 
1372. Have they yet been examined for results ?-It is a capitation school, and the inspectors have 

not yet done so as a rule. The results I forget just now, 70 per cent or something like that I think. 
1373. Do you examine them yourself ; do you think they are progressing ?-Yes ; I think so. I 

examine them on the Sabbath on religion. 
1374. I mean in their secular knowledge ?-I do not examine them myself in the school, not in 

secular things, I leave that to the Inspector mostly. 
1375. What is the average attendance ?-Nineteen; that includes my children. 
1376. Do you think they are capable of attaining a high proficiency in the different subjects they 

are taught P-1 think so with a good teacher. There are instances of that on the other stations. 
1377. Relatively with your own children, comparing them with them, do the natives learn as rapidly 

and easily ?-Yes, in fact, quicker than some of my children. They are very quick at taking it in. 
1378. Do they retain it as well as your own children ?-No, I do not think so. 
1379. How far advanced in arithmetic is the most advanced ?-Some of the boys are in vulgar fractions. 
1380. Are any of your children as far as that ?-Yes, one of my boys. 
1381. Have you heard any complaints of the schoolmaster, that he is unable to teach the higher 

branches ?-He has not attained to that yet, but they are capable of learning, no doubt of that. 
1382. But it is not necessary that the schoolmaster should be specially trained for natives. They 

all speak English ?-No, not in the native language ; but he should be a good and expert teacher. 
1383. Are there any of the old blacks with whom you have to converse in their own language ?-

Yes, some of them, but most of them understand broken English as a rule. I need not speak the native 
language to convey my meaning. To the very old ones I do sometimes, they like it best ; they get more 
attached to me by that, they feel I belong to them. 

1384. They are quicker in observation and in perception than European children ?-Yes, they seem 
to develop quicker. 

1385. Not so much the physical development. I mean their powers of learning. Are they equal to 
those of European children ?-Yes, I think so. 

1386. You doubt their powers of retaining ?-Yes. 
1387. Have you had opportunities of forming an opinion of that ?-Only from this, that they do not 

care about books as a rule, and unless they are forced to write they are sure to lose what they have learned. 
1388. They will not keep up that knowledge unless they are compelled to ?-No, you have to 

handle them like children. Many of them are not fond of reading. You have to tell them to take a 
book, they would not do it of their own accord. 

1389. Yours is poor land. Would anything except arrowroot grow on it with profit ?-I have been 
told that VI could get that hill on the western side, on the other side of the vale, it would grow crops. I 
am having it cleared now, ready for cultivation. 

1390. Do they do anything in the way of fishing ?-For their own use. 
1391. Not in the way of preserving for sale ?-Not yet. 
1392. Might not that be turned to account as an industry ?-I think it might. 
1393. Is there not a man living near there making a living at it P-He is making a poor living. 

Fishing is a very uncertain thing at Lake Tyers. 
1394. Are not the blackfellows better able to catch fish than the whites ?-Yes. I have thought of 

turning my attention to curin ,,,,-  fish for sale. The Lake Tyers fish are very good salted, and dried, and 
smoked. I have thought it would be a very good occupation. 

1395. Would osiers or willows grow ?-No ; the land is not flat enough. 
1396. You have no land equal to Mr. Roadknight's ?-I think we have quite equal. It is there 

brought up to perfection by manure. 
1397. What is the great difficulty in that station with the management of it. The principal difficulty, 

is it not the want of some land on the other side of the lake ?-That is one difficulty for a paddock, and the 
other difficulty is that the reserve would not be large enough to-support cattle. 

1398. In fact, you want a larger reserve, and a piece of land on the western side of the lake, to act 
as a paddock, where you could keep stock ?-Yes; that would be a great boon. A gentleman was the other 
day examining that country. 

1399. At present you get all your meat from Mr. Roadknight, five miles off ?-Hitherto we have ; 

but I am keeping some sheep, to obviate that. It has to be brought by drays and boats. 
1400. Your stores ?-Over by boat, and then by drays. 
1401. And you require a paddock to put the bullocks in ?-Yes. At present I keep them in my 

brother's place ; but we onght to have one of our own. 
1-102. Does anything else occur to you ?-N 
1403. If any thingsoccurs to you that you wish to add to your evidence, will you add IN h_n it is .e1IL 

to you P-I will. 
The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned to to-morrow at four o'clock. 

-1 
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FRIDAY, 25v MAY 1877. 

Present: 

His Honor SIR W. F. STAWELL in the chair ; 
A. W. Howitt, Esq., P.M., 	 G. W. Rusden, Esq., 

F. R. Godfrey, Esq. 

The Rev. Alex. Mackie examined. 
Rev. A. Mackie, 	• 1404. You have been at Lilydale for some time ?—Six years. 25th May 1877. 

1405. And had opportunities of seeing Coranderrk ?—Yes. 
1406. Have you been in the habit of visiting there ?—Yes. 
1407. If you will favor us with any suggestions that will help us to alleviate the present condition 

of the aborigines, from your experience there, or any conclusions you have drawn, we shall feel obliged. 
How often were you in the habit of visiting ?—I may say that, since Mr. Green left the station, I have been in the habit of going every fourth Sabbath, and conducting service. 

1408. One service P—One service, on the Sabbath afternoon. I go from Lilydale, and I find the 
attendance is very good, a very attentive congregation. I have the best attendance when the weather is 
bad ; in fine weather I find the aborigines very often away about the reserve, camping under the trees. 
The last time I was there I had about 120 altogether, I think. Of course the white residents attend also. 
Besides that, I go occasionally during the week. In cases of sickness they sometimes send for me when 
there is no doctor to be procured. I go in cases of that kind, and give what assistance I can, because it 
happens that I studied medicine also. 

1409. Have you attempted to catechise either the young or the old ?—Yes. 
1410. Do -Obey appear to have any real ground for religious belief ?—The young ones have, those who have been in the school. 
1411. But not the older ones ?—Not the older ones. They would' require a great deal more 

instruction than I have time to give to them. 
1412. Have you ever been on any of the other stations ?—I have not. 
1413. Nor had any other experience of aborigines. I ask with reference to drawing a comparison 

between their condition and others ?—Not between the various stations. I have not been on any but Coranderrk. 

1414. Have you had any opportunity of becoming acquainted with the natives anywhere else ? —I have known the natives of Victoria for the last twenty years, and had a good deal of conversation and intercourse with them. 

1415. And know their habits of thought ?—Yes, both in Victoria and New South Wales ; a good 
many in Coranderrk I knew in their wild condition twenty years ago. I think that there should be some 
classification with regard to them. The real blacks who are advanced in years are very ignorant, and very 
inaccessible to religious instructions; but those who have a little European blood in them seem a different class altogether. 

1416. The half-castes ?—The half-castes. Those who are almost pure Europeans I think should scarcely be recognised as aborigines at all. 
1417. What distinction do you observe between the half-caste, the simple half-caste and the 

aborigine. The half-castes are far more intelligent naturally, even without any definite instruction. I may 
say that I married a couple about three weeks ago. The woman was a pure black, the man was a half-caste. 
He had received no instruction, and could neither read or write, but he was a very intelligent 

man naturally. He knew what he was about in everything that I told him ; but the woman herself seemed 
thoroughly dark, could comprehend hardly anything. This man has been working for years on a 
station on this side of the Murray. He does not reside at Coranderrk, but came down to get married and see 

his friends, intending to go back again. He does not like Coranderrk, and there was a very seat difference between the two. 
1418. Was he supporting himself by his own exertions ?—Yes. 
1419. That is only one instance, and his intermingling with the whites might have quickened his 

powers of observance and intelligence i—Yes, I think so. I think that has done it. 
1420. Because we hear in the schools there is no perceptible difference between the half-caste and 

the aborigine in the power of acquiring learning ?—Having them young I do not think there is much 
difference. I find in the school at Coranderrk there are some pure aborigines of the young equal, if not 
superior, to the half-castes, in their mental acquirements with the same opportunities. 

1421. Have you had any experience in teaching them ?—Just catechising them, putting questions to them. 
1422. On religious subjects ?—On religious subjects. 
1423. In imparting knowledge in any other way ?—No. I have examined them in the school, seen 

their writing and arithmetic and exercises in the school, and asked them questions on grammar, and I find 
they answer as well as any white children in any of the common schools in the colony. 

1424. The examining them in scripture should enable you to form a judgment as to their intelli-gence ?—Yes. 

1425. Their intelligence may be exhibited in that as much as in any other subject ?—Yes. 
1426. You think they are equal in power of learning to whites ?—Yes, I think so. 
1427. What classification would you suggest then to be carried out ?—Well, I think that the pure 

blacks are a race who are rather decreasing, inclined to decrease, and others who are not blacks are 
increasing, and I think will probably go on increasing ; and I fancy that instead of treating these as 
aborigines they should rather be treated as Europeans, and separate the pure blacks from them. 

1428. Do you not think that would have an injurious effect on the pure black ; lead them to suppose 
they were regarded as a lower class than the others. Why not look forward to absorbing all in the general 
population ?—Yes ; but I think that should be done by absorbing the half-castes first of all. 

1429. Why not be guided by their intelligence or advance in civilization, whether half-caste or 
pure? —Yes ; whether half-caste or pure. 
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1430. Do you think, from your experience of them, they have a great attachment to their wives and 
children P-1 think they have a very great, but not the same kind of attachment as civilized Christians have. 
I think it is more a blind sort of attachment. I do not think they would agree on any consideration to 
separate from their children. For instance, the girls, who are either black or half-castes, if they have 
children, what would be called illegitimate children, I think they would never dream of exposing them or abandoning them. 

1431. Does that attachment exist between the father and the children ?—Between the mother and the children especially. 

1432. But to some extent, the father of the children ?—Well, there is a good deal of affection 
between the father and the'children, but not nearly to the same extent, I think. 

1433. When you speak of "would not desert them," are there instances where they have, and, 
apparently, if they are satisfied with the person to whom they can entrust them, they appear to let them go 
willingly. It is hard to say how much is due to persuasion, and how much to indifference ?—My experience 
is that they are very much attached to their children, the mothers even where the father is not known. 

1434. This is the result of your general experience, not only at Coranderrk ?—Yes. 
1435. But in the early days to which you refer, they frequently took very little trouble about them? 

—I do not think they have the same affection for them as they have for those half-caste children. Whether 
it is they are proud of them because of their white blood, I do not know ; but they exhibit a much greater 
degree of care for those children than in their original state they did for their own offspring. But the 
mothers, I believe, were always fond of their children. The fathers I do not think were so very particular. 

1436. You think any scheme which involved the separation of mother from child would not be justifiable ?—I think not. 
1437. And opposed to the natural feelings of both mother and child ?—I think so. At the same 

time, those children who. have very little black blood in them, being reared in Coranderrk, the fathers of' 
them ought to be made to support them, and they not be a burden on the State. There are cases there 
where the children are almost white, and the mother nearly white, and where the mother knows the father very well. 

1438. And they could be affiliated P—I do not see why such a girl's evidence should not be taken in court as well as any one else, as to paternity. 
1439. No doubt it could, but the difficulty is to prove that there may not have been others as well 

as the man charged P—That is where the difficulty is. We will have to go back to old Manx law—to the 
ecclesiastical law—where the mother's evidence was taken, and if the father did not deny it, the support had to be given. 

1440. Do you think that would happen here ?—Perhaps it might. In regard to Coranderrk, I do not 
think it is a good position for the aboriginal station. I never thought so, and I do not think so still. At 
the same time I would be disposed to consult those who have been resident there before they were removed. 
But, as a matter of health, I believe it is altogether unsuitable, more especially for the aborigines who have 
been born on the other side of the Dividing Range. There are blacks at Coranderrk from the interior of 
Riverina. There is one from Menindie,•and he is never healthy, often in bed sick, and he has a large 
family. These from the Murray and the other dry latitudes find it not suitable for their health. There 
bar been stray ones there come the last few months, and they will not stay. They say it is too cold. 

1441. Do you attribute that to the damp cold temperature ?—Yes, it rains there now nearly always. 
1442. Is anything due to the moisture of the floors of the houses they live in ?—No, I think they have 

'on the whole very good houses ; there is moisture in the floor to a certain extent sometimes. The only 
vIrawback is its being a fixture when it gets unsuitable. They used to be able to move their camp. 
And there is no doubt that some of those houses that they have been in, after they have been occupied 
a few months, ought to be abanthined by them even if they only went under a gumtree. There is another 
disadvantage, they will lie with their feet near to the fire, and under shelter, then on a fine day they will 
go wandering down by the Yarra Flats and lie out all night, and this brings on cold much more 
severely than if they had never been under a roof at all, through the transition, the suddenness of the 
change. I dare say Coranderrk is quite healthy for those who are natives of the Yarra district, but I do 
not think it is prudent to bring aborigines from the interior and make them reside there. 

1443. Do you think it is objectionable on other grounds, its proximity to European population ?—I 
think it is too near to Healesville as well. Those stations I think should be as remote as possible from the 
temptations of civilization. It should be almost self-confined, in fact I would prohibit the hawkers going in 
and selling fancy goods and drapery. 

1444 Have them sold on the stations by the Managers themselves ?—Yes, or select a good native 
who could look after the store, and who would feel honored by being put in some position of confidence. 

1445. Do you think there is much immorality at Coranderrk at present P-1 do not think so. 
1446. You spoke just now of the number of half-castes, and others who had children so nearly white 

that they could fix on the father ; do you think there is much of that ?—Well, the last two years I do 
not know of any births of that kind, and previous to that, I have tried to collect statistics, but I never 
could succeed. It seems that no register was kept. And in the cases that I refer to more particularly the 
mothers came only a month or two before the children were.born from other parts of the colony. 

1447. You think the morality of Coranderrk has improved within the last two years ?—Well, I think it has. 

1448. Have you observed any change for the better or worse with regard to their religious conduct?— 
No, I could not say there was. In fact my impression is they are improving. They are certainly 
'improving in an educational point of view. 

1449. You do not think their religious instruction is neglected ?—I think it ought , to be more -systematic and constant than it is. 

1450. They take information in very small quantities ?—In very small quantities and require it 
often. I would be inclined to give them a systematic course of instruction every day, the younger ones say half an hour or an hour every day,-as a part of the school programme.  

1451. Do they receive any except what is given by you ?—The schoolmaster has a Sabbath ISCI 10010. 
and he has the Church of England service every Sabbath I am not there. 

1452. Does he instruct the children and catechise them ?—Yes ; he teaches them the catochism as well ; and he teaches them hymns and singing. 

Rey. A. Mackie, 
continued, 

2551 May 1877. 

z 
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•v. A. Mackie. 
continued. 

5th Ma 1877. 

1453. But there is no instruction to adults ?-No regular instruction that I am aware of particularly. 
1454. Did you refer to children or adults when you spoke of improvement ?-The children only. 
1455. What is your impression as to the morality or religious progress drawn from ?-From 

conversation with them, and talking with them on religious matters, visiting at their houses -I do that 
occasionally when I go up on the week-and on the whole my impression is that they are better than when 
I went first. While Mr. Green was there I was on the station only once or twice on a casual visit. 

1456. Then you scarcely knew the condition until within this last two years ?- Only within the 
last two years. 

1457. You can draw no comparison between those last two years and previous years ?-No. 
1458. Might I ask under what circumstances you commenced visiting, there ; were you requested ?-

I went of my own accord, but my impression is that Mr. Ogilvie asked me to go. 
1459. Was there any obstructions or difficulty made with regard to it ?-Not the slightest. 
1460. And you have never had your efforts impeded as regards visiting there at any time, either by 

the officers there or by the Board ?-Never in the slightest. The managers there have generally assisted 
in every way. They seemed very anxious that I should go. I went, being a clergythan resident as near 
as any one else, and offered my services, and they were thankfully received. I have just continued them 
since. 

1461. Are those children baptized ?-I have not baptized any. 
1462. Are you aware that any have been ?-The present manager told me that Mr. Stable baptized 

all the children while he was there. 
1463. Since he left ?-Since he left there are none, that I am aware of. 
1464. Any marriages ?-Yes. 
1465. Who performed those ?-I did. 
1466. There must have been several children born since Mr. Stable left ?- Yes, they are not 

baptized yet, so far as I know. 
1467. Do you think the natives understand what baptism is, the ceremony ?-Some of them do. 

There are two or three I could name who understand it very well. There is Bamfield, Mrs. Morgan and 
her husband, and others. 

1468. Have they expressed any desire to have their children baptized ?-They have not themselves to 
me. The manager spoke to me in regard to it, and I said I would require to have the parents a little advanced 
in knowledge, until they could answer the questions I would put to them ; and I would require them to be 
baptized themselves. I think the less intercourse they have with whites in the surrounding district the 
better. 

1469. You would keep them a community themselves as much as possible ?-Yes. 
1470. What is your object in that. Supposing you could allow them to mix with the whites without 

being subject to temptations, would it not be much better ?-It would be much better if we could allow 
them to mix with the whites without their being subject to temptations. 

1471. You think that is scarcely practicable ?-I think that is scarcely practicable. 
1472. Your apprehension of temptation would lead you to isolate them that way ?-Yes. 
1473. If we look forward to their earning their own bread some day they must intermingle ?-I 

think the younger ones might be gradually drafted off. 	• 
1474. Would the parents object to the younger boys being apprenticed ?-I think not, not if they 

are a certain age. 
1475. Youths approaching manhood ?-I think when they get three or four years old they are left 

very much to themselves. I think the attachment I spoke of between mothers and children only extends 
to infants. I think after they are weaned and independent of the mother there is not the same attachment. 

1476. Have you observed the attachment during your intercourse amongst them to the children by 
those who are related to them ?-Yes. 

1477. Are you aware that they regard uncles and aunts like second fathers and second mothers ?- 
Yes. 

1478. That shows that that attachment extends long after infancy?-Yes, a sort of clannish feeling 
of that kind exists also. The couple that I spoke of that came down from the Murray came down 
to visit the sister-in-law, that was one of their objects in coming down.  • 

1479. Before you saw them at Coranderrk had you many opportunities of being acquainted with 
their habits and customs with regard to children ?-Only casually in the country ; we had them very 
frequently camped about the ground in their wild state. There are a number of them at Coranderrk 
intelligent, who, I think, might be self-supporting ; they could manage very well for themselves, both male 
and female. 

1480. Young ones ?-Young ones ; young men and young women. 
1481. How would you dispose of them ?-Allow them to go out to service, if they were willing to 

do so. 
1482. Do you not think that would expose the young women to temptations, which we can hardly 

hope they would resist ?-I think they would be in very much the same state as young European women. 
I think a community of Europeans, gathered from the same social rank, put together, would exhibit very 
much the same state of morality, on the whole, as they do. There are good and bad among them. There 
are some very bad, especially the older females ; but some of the half-castes, who have been brought up 
under proper instruction, I think, put out with proper care, might do very well. 

1483. Do you not think that they would be subject to greater temptations in consequence of their 
having been in some measure mixed up with the natives, and therefore imbibed some of their prejudices 
and ideas. Are you not aware that among the aboriginals themselves the code of morality was not as it is 
amongst Europeans ?-It is very low. I am aware of that. • 

1481. If that were instilled into the minds of the half-castes by mixing with those, would they not 
be more likely to fall than the whites, whose code of morality is higher ?-Those who have been under 
that influence probably would. 

1985. But they are more or less liable, are they not, to hear from the old blacks something of what 
their notions were in the native state on that subject, and therefore become more liable to temptations than 
a lot of children brought even from a low rank of life, who have not had that instilled into their minds ?-
I do not think as a general rule that would be the case. 
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1486. Do you think the natives would be able to go out and earn their own living in a business of am e. Maki., 

their own, say, take a selection and make their way in the world ?—I think a very few of the half-castes 25;a1n0177.  

would, if they were so inclined. 
1487. You say they are capable of as much instruction as other people. What is the want in their 

case that they could not make their way in the world, suppose they were put on a piece of land ?—I think 
they are not disposed to very much work. They are very much given to play, even the grown up girls, 
unless constantly watched. 

1488. No stability of character?—No stability. They would not fix themselves to anything for long. 
1489. Do you think they would not persist in any occupation of that kind ?—I do not think they 

would. I think there are some of the men who would be able to make their way, very well if they selected 
land, had property of their own. 

1490 Half-castes you mean ?—Yes, half-castes. 
1491. Have you had a copy of those questions sent to you. In regard to the second question, 

" Can you make any suggestions for improvement of its management or as to maintenance of discipline at 
aboriginal stations ?"—My impression is that it should be kept up chiefly by rewards, a system of rewards 
for those who are best behaved ; in cases of breaches of discipline do not give them any reward. I under-
stand that at Coranderrk there is a prospect of their getting rewards for the best kept gardens, and that has 
had a marked influence upon them in making them more tidy about their houses. 

1492. You have observed that ?—Yes, I have observed that. 
1493. Then the next question is—"Do you think it desirable to pay for the labor of the aborigines?" 

—I think so in most cases, that is to those who would make a judicious use of what they got, those who 
work of course. 

1494. You say you would not pay a man who would not make a judicious use of it. You mean a 
man who was in the habit of spending it in intemperance ?—Yes. 

1495. But suppose he worked as fairly, as many an intemperate man does, would you expect him to 
work for nothing when others were being paid for their work?—No. I would expect him to work for 
clothing and comforts, but not give him the control of his money ; invest it for him, or lay it by for him or 
his family, 

1496. You think they ought to be managed in a sort of patriarchal way, not strictly in accordance 
with law ?—I think so, more in that way. 

1497. Is there anything more that occurs to you, looking at those questions ?—There is a question 
here, " Would you continue the present supplies if they chose to remain off the stations, when they might 
come in ? What steps would you take ?"—I think they should go to the stations for those supplies. 

1498. And not receive them if they chose to remain off ?—I think if they were distributed at the 
stations only, it would be better ; let them travel to the station for them instead of to every run. 

1499. If they chose to leave the station afterwards you would not restrain them ?—No, but I fancy 
a considerable number of them would stay on the stations ?—I do not know that many would stay at 
Coranderrk from the Riverina or Murray. I fancy they would take their rations and go away. 

1500. They would get them much nearer at the stations on the Wimmera ?—Yes. 
1501. What steps would you take to induce them to come in. Would you merely confine your 

measures to issuing rations on the station and not off, or would you do anything else ?—That would be the 
principal way. I do not see that we could take them violently. I think the employment of a missionary 
to induce them to come would be well. 

1502. You suggest that a missionary should go round and appeal to them, and use his efforts by 
suasion to lead them to come in ?—Yes, that is the way I think it should be done. 

1503. As to those who live to a great extent by begging, would you take any steps to stop that 
begging as we do amongst the Europeans, our begging in the streets ?—I would trust very much to 
suasion, and if they were within a reasonable distance of their stations the inhabitants should refuse to give 
them anything. 

1504. How could you effect that ?—Tell them to go back. If they came to me frequently, I would 
simply order them to go back. 

1505. But that is where ► the inhabitants themselves see the expediency of doing it ; but how would 
you induce that feeling, they like sometimes to keep them ?—They will keep them working sometimes. 
That could only be met by prohibiting it, prohibit their giving them any work. You cannot prevent their' 
giving a cup of tea, or some small help. 

1506. If in reading your evidence, which will be sent to you, anything occurs to you which you 
would like to add, will you do so ?—Yes. I might say something as regards the medical attendance. 
They frequently come to me, sometimes in the middle of the night, when the doctor is not able to go. 
Having studied medicine, I do not like to refuse to go in cases of urgency. I went up about a fortnight ago, 
at midnight, to see a boy who had lock-jaw, through being wounded accidentally by a black. I told them to 
go to the doctor at Lilydale, and4they went, but he could not go ; and I went, doctored him, and stopped till 
daylight, and the boy was much better by that time ; and I believe he went on and recovered. I asked the , 
last time whether the doctor had gone to see him ; they told me he had not, nor had he been since. 

1507. Had he been sent for ?—He was sent for on that occasion. 
1508. Is that doctor resident at Lilydale ?—Yes. 
1509. And he is the medical man who has been in the habit of attending regularly ?—He attends 

the station. He may have been away from home on that particular occasion. 
1510. Have you ever heard the blacks complaining at all of the want of medical attention or treat-

ment ?—Yes, they sometimes complain ; several of them have complained. 
1511. That they did not receive proper attention ?—That they did not receive proper attention, did 

not get attention at all from the medical man. They have the notion that when they are ill a medical man 
should see them. 

1512. Were they aware that you had studied medicine ?—Yes, they are aware of that. 
1513. Did you speak to them on the subject in the first instance ?—It was the manager, Mr. 

Halliday, who spoke to me on the subject ; and on this occasion, especially, he told them that if they could 
not find the doctor they were to go to me. 

1514. Excepting colds and coughs, arising from the situation, I suppose, there is not much illness. 

They lead a healthy life 	think on the whole they are healthy. 
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Rev. A. Macho, 	1515. What kinds of disease are prevalent at Coranderrk ?—Coughs, and the lungs affected, rather, 
25teohn'IMnayue1177. the lining of the lung, a kind of pneumonia they seem to suffer from, especially in the wet season ; but, 

when ill, they like to have a doctor there, whether it is to do any good or not. 
1516. That is the fancy ?—That is the fancy. 
1517. As you have studied medicine, have you had a sufficient opportunity to form an opinion as to 

whether, in fact, the treatment which would be suitable to a European constitution is suitable to theirs. 
Will the medicines act on them in the same way ?—I think they do for the same disease. 

1518. From what you have seen on the place, is there any want of attention on the station, medical 
comforts, or anything ?—I think not, except the want of a few simple instruments. 

1519. What instruments would you recommend ?—Some simple surgical instruments. One night 
when I happened to be there, a man happened to be in a fearful state with the stomach, and he had been 
rolling and moaning all day, and I saw the state he was in ; and he had beers having doses of castor oil all 
day to no purpose. I could have relieved him in a moment with an enema ; such a thing as that. I think 
a few simple appliances of that sort ought to be kept on the station. 

1520. There is no medical man lives nearer than Lilydale ?—No. 
1521. This case of the boy you refer to was an accident ?—Yes ; one of them was throwing a brick 

at two dogs, and it struck him. The man who did the injury came to me and was in such a state, thinking 
he had killed the boy, that I could not but go to him. 

1522. Is there any other suggestion you would make with regard to the medical attendance, or with 
regard to what might be done there ?—No ; I think not, with the exception of what I have mentioned. A 
few simple instruments and medicines would do the whole thing. It would be better, I think, for the doctor 
to be paid for each visit, than have it on the contract system. I understand he has the contract to go 
always when he is sent for, at present, and I believe he does not always go when he is sent for. There was 
the case of old King Billy. The doctor was sent for on three different occasions, and on the last occasion the 
manager drove down specially with two horses, and the doctor would not go. He knew the man was dying, 
and it was no use his going, but the relatives of the dying man thought it a great hardship ; but I told them 
the doctor could not do anything for them. 

1523. Is there anything more that occurs to you ?—There is nothing more. 
The witness withdrew. 

Molesworth Greene, Esq., examined. 
M. Greene 	 1524. You were on Mount Hope Station for some years ?—Yes. Esq., 

25th May 1877. 	1525. And were acting as guardian of the aborigines ?—Yes. 	 • 
1526. And stores were entrusted to you to dispense to to te aborigines ?—Yes. 
1527. Were there many on the station ?—There were three or four women and two or three men in 

constant residence, and there were others that used to come and go between the neighboring stations. 
1528. How did you give the food to them ; did you adopt any system ?—Rations were given to them 

once a week. 
1529. And not more given than a. stated quantity ?—A stated quantity of blankets was given out 

twice a year, and the rations once a week in regular quantities. 
1530. Some of the natives continued on the station ?—Yes ; a small number, I think about four men 

and three women and their children were permanent, almost. They used to go away perhaps for a few days' fishing, but they were, to all intents and purposes, resident ; and other members of their tribe used to 
come occasionally. 

1531. Have they .remained on the station ?—No ; I got them sent off to Coranderrk, those that used to live there permanently. 
1532. What was your motive P—Because there were half-caste girls growing up, and I knew that 

they would be living with the men on the station. They were just getting to the affe of puberty. I should 
have liked to have kept the men, but they would all go together. I had a great difficulty in getting them to go at all. I know that some of the half-caste women were living with some of the stockmen, and I had 
a great difficulty to get them away. Mr. Green, of the mission station, came and helped me. 

1533. You took that step in order to prevent the immorality that you foresaw ?—Yes ; because ft 
was a bad thing for the station. I do not think that the natives themselves feel the immorality as European 
women feel it. It does not degrade them as it does Europeans. They do not see any harm in it ; they do 
not lose their self-respect. They do not get " bad " at all from it. 

1534. The Commission are anxious to know, from your experience and supervision as a guardian, 
how you thought that system worked, of distributing those rations and clothing. In your instance you put 
a stop to it ?—The way it worked was that I found it was really quite unnecessary for the young women 
and young men, because they could have been kept by our station ; so that the only ones who might have 
suffered were the old men and the old gins. The work of the able-bodied men was always a sufficient 
return for food and rations. The stations would have been glad to find them in those ; and then, of course, 
their women would have been kept. In fact, I never saw a black suffer anywhere from want; even where 
the Government did not supply anything, they were always fed. 

1535. Then this distribution by the State was unnecessary, to say the least ?—I think so, quite. 
1536. And injurious, so far as it allowed those women to remain away from the restraints of 

discipline ?—Yes ; there is one question that I understand has been raised, as to whether you would 
recommend that the Vagrant Act should be put in force for the natives. I think there is a strong case for 
that, because they congregate about bush public-houses, where they always get uproarious and disreputable. 
I would not allow a black to be about a public-house at all. There are sometimes some most dreadful scenes with the natives. 

1537. Worse than among the whites ?—Most frightful, because there is no restraint whatever ; 
whereas on the stations they are as quiet as can be. 

1538. Did you attempt to teach any of them, the children ?—No. My wife tried to teach some of the young ones, but found it quite impossible to get on. 
1539. Whilst they were running wild, so to speak ?—Yes ; it requires regular discipline. 
1540. You had a young native boy with you as a groom ?—Yes, a Queensland black, who was sent 

over with some cattle. 
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1541. How did he finally conduct himself ?-He was a very difficult boy to manage. Young 
Stewart took him home to England, and they had to send him out after being there for a few years. He 
nearly killed Lord Blantyre's butler. He was very violent. 

1542. Was that occasionally ?-Yes ; and he was always lazy and hard to deal with. 
1543. Do you think those youths could be apprenticed to learn any trade. Some of those Mount 

Hope blacks were most useful men for station work for the time they would stay ; but it invariably hap-
pened that, after a time, they would take a wandering fit and go away. 

1544. You could not depend upon them remaining ?- No. At Queensland we have black fellows 
permanently employed at stockriding. They have their own saddles and bridles, and can be thoroughly 
depended on, all they require being a head stockman to look after them. 

1545. Are they married ?-They are nearly all boys. 	 • 

1546. Will they remain after they are grown up ?-They have been there for ten or twelve years ; 
and the other members of the tribe are always anxious to have their boys entered to be taken on for the 
same work. 

1547. They consider it advancement ?-Yes. 
1548. And that mode of life is suited to their tastes ?-Yes, certainly. I think that if you were to 

apprentice them and confine them in workshops you would kill them. They would all get consumption and die. 
1549. The work should be something pleasing to themselves, and also out of doors ?-Yes ; station 

work suits them well. 
1550. And change of scene ?-Yes. 
1551. Do you think if this dispensing food and distributing blankets were stopped, and every 

inducement offered to them to go to the stations, that they would gradually come in ?-Yes, I think so. It 
would drive them in, and if you stopped them going to public-houses, it would be a good thing accom-
plished, because the publicans like having them about their places. 

1552. The great practical difficulty is how to get information without converting the police into 
informers ?-I should not allow a black near a public-house ; you have a law making it penal to sell drink 
to them, why not rigidly enforce it ? I had a frightful scene once at the Mount Hope Station. A hawker 
managed to get in and sell them drink. The result was frightful ; the blacks attacked each other with 
shear blades, some were nearly wounded to death and others went off quite wild. They were all mad 
drunk ; it was the most hideous scene I ever saw in my life. We caught the hawker and got him fined 
under the Act. 

1553. Do you think punishing the natives or the publicans would be the best way 	would 
punish the publican and have the natives taken up and sent to some of those stations. They could be made 
to understand that. 

1554. Do you think they suffer much from being confined in a gaol, or do they care about the 
degradation ?-The restraint or confinement, I should think, would frighten them ; but I would not send 
them to goal, I would send them to a mission station, and keep them there, say for three months. After 
that they might be allowed to stay or go, as they liked. 

1555. You would punish the publican heavily ?-Yes. I would throw the onus on him of keeping 
them away. There are sometimes most hideous scenes about the bush public-houses. 

1556. Do you think the natives would purchase articles if a shop or store were kept on each of the 
aboriginal stations, instead of spending their money in drink P-I think they would. Little things, such as 
bits of dress and ornaments, they are very fond of. 

1557. Were there many of the blacks wandering up and down the Murray ?-We are fifteen miles 
back from the Murray. I think nearly all the black men of middle age, and the young blacks, were 
employed on the different stations in the district. 

1558. Employed like other station hands ?-Yes ; but most of them would not stay so long, though 
some used to remain permanently. 

1559. Do you think that was from the natural restlessness of the savage nature or from their taking 
offence at anything ?-Entirely from restlessness. They used to come back again and be very good friends. 
They would start off sometimes in the middle of the work they were at, apparently for no reason, and go 
fishing, and that would occur perhaps at the very time they were most required. They used always to keep 
on steadily at shearing time. 

• 	 1560. What was their money usually spent in ?-In drink. 
1561. Have they any idea of investing in the savings bank ?-With me they had not the slightest 

idea of such a thing. They did not understand it in the least; they thought they were parting with their 
money in handing it over. 

1562. It has been suggested that if possible the employers of labor should be induced to pay to the 
managers of the aboriginal stations instead of to the blacks themselves ?-Yes. 

1563. Do you think that practicable ; it might be some trouble, but it would prevent the expenditure 
of the money in drink ?-The blacks themselves would not like it. 

1564. The blacks we have examined say they would P-I do not think they would. None of the 
blacks that I know would, they like getting the money themselves. 

1565. You say they stopped on through shearing time, was that due to the assemblage of men at 
work ?-I think so. I think they like the company. The black feels he is then one of a lot of shearers. 

1566. And occupying a similar position to the whites ?-Yes. 
1567. And they value that ?-Yes. 
1568. You mentioned that you found the sending of stores to you unnecessary at the time you were 

there ?-Yes, except for the old ones. 
1569. Did you ever mention that to the Aboriginal Board which sent the stores ?-No. 
1570. Do you know whether the stores are still sent there 	do not. I left there six years ago. 
1571. How many years were you residing there ?-I was there between four and five years. 
1572. Have you anything else to suggest ?-No. The only thin g  am anxious about is in regard to 

the bush public-houses. If that evil could be put a stop to, it would be better for everybody. 

The witness withdrew: 

Adjourned to Monday next at Three o'clock. 
ABORIGINES. 	 ft 

M. Greene, 
Esq., 

continued, 
25th May 1877. 
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MONDAY, 28m MAY 1877. 

Present : 

F. R. GODFREY, Esq., in the Chair ; 

G. W. Rusden, Esq., 	 A. W. Howitt, Esq., P.M. 
Rev. Carl Wilhelm Kramer called and examined. 

Rev. Carl w. 	1573. Have you had a copy of the printed questions ?-Yes. I have not written any answers to them. 
rar, 

58th May
me 

 it77. 	1574. We will go through them now. The first one is with regard to the site of the Ebenezer 
station-what is your opinion of that ?-I do not think a better site could be found for an aboriginal station ; 
it is situated on a hill of limestone, so that the drainage is first-rate, and the dryness of the climate makes it 
I think very well adapted for the aborigines, who are so liable to be attacked by chest diseases. Of course 
epidemics are an exception, visiting healthy as well as unhealthy situations. This was the case with the 
measles two years ago. 

1575. Will you state in what position this station is-whether in connection with any church P-It 
is entirely in the hands of the Moravians ; the land is held by trustees, and I am appointed by them, i.e. by 
the Moravians. 

1576. Where are their head quarters ?-In Saxony, Germany. 
1577. Do you receive your instructions direct from them ?-Yes. 
1578. How long have you been in charge of Ebenezer ?-About fourteen months. 
1579. Before that you were living in Gippsland ?-Yes, at Ramahyuck, I was schoolmaster there and 

assistant missionary. 
1580. The next point is as to the position of the place as regards surrounding temptations P-It is 

situated within ten miles of Dimboola, a rising township. 
1581. Is that sufficiently far away for the natives to be removed from temptations ?-Yes. 
1582. You have not found any inconvenience from the proximity to Dimboola P-No, not usually ; 

of course some of the wild ones will occasionally wander off, but that would happen anywhere. 
1583. The second question has relation to the system of management-how does your system go on at 

Ebenezer now ?-It goes on pretty well, only that we have not sufficient employment for the natives some-
times ; so that if the management which has been so far very good under Mr. Speiske is to be improved, 
the first necessity will be that the reserve should be enlarged, so that there should be something to manage. 

1584. For the purpose of keeping more sheep ?-Yes, so as to make it carry about 3,000 or 4,000. 
1585. Would that give sufficient employment throughout the year ?-Yes ; and there should be also 

a little cultivation, if not of wheat, hay, which I think grows very well : although there is no reason why 
wheat should not he tried at least. 

1586. Grow enough, at any rate, for the wants of the station ?-So that the cattle could be kept in 
good condition, and more of them kept for the additional work. 

1587. Could you find any manual employment for them, such as making baskets of dish stands, or 
anything of that sort P-I do not know whether the men could make baskets or would. Have never seen 
them engaged basket making. 

1588. The women make basket-rests at Lake Condah ?-Yes, they make them at all the stations. 
1589. Could you not encourage that so as to give them employment, and make some means of profit? 

think the women have enough to do with keeping their homes in order, and attending to their families 
and ever) thing belonging to household duties-the men are what we want employment for. I am told there 
are only two women able to make good saleable baskets. Moreover the grass of which baskets are made 
has been destroyed to a great extent by the drought of the last two seasons, there being none about the 
station. 

1590. How many men have you ?-About fifteen. 
1591. flow many acres of land on the station ?-3,700. 
1592. To what extent do you think it ought to be enlarged ?-About fifteen or sixteen square miles. 
1593. How many sheep would that carry ?-Between 3.000 and 4,000. 
1594. You think that would then make the station self-supporting ?-Yes, I think so ; and I think 

there should be a paddock set apart for cattle, to provide for a constant supply of milk. 
1595. Have you any difficulty with regard to the maintenance of discipline P-No, I never have. 
1596. Do they seem satisfied ?-Yes, they seem to be pretty well satisfied. There are always some 

small complaints of course. 
1597. But you find them amenable to your directions ?-Yes, so far, I have. 
1598. Have you had any difficulty about their wanting to leave the station without permission ?-

Yes, some have left and gone to Towaninnie. 
1599. What is their object in going there ?-Change ; they want to see their friends who are living 

there. But I have letters from some of them telling me they could not come back, they were afraid of the 
Wimmera blacks. 

1600. Do you think there is any cause for fear ?-I do not think there is. I think the temptation 
over there is too strong, and that the other is really an excuse. 

1601. What is the temptation ?-The man said in his letter there were about thirty blacks there, and 
we know how they live there: there is a ration depot, where they get rations, and there is a public-house 
there. Mr. Finlay is owner or manager of Towaninnie Station. 

1602. Is that one of the places where rations are supplied by the Board ?-Yes. 
1603. Do you approve of that system of depOts ?-No, I do not at all. 
1604. Does it prevent the blacks coming to your station ?-Yes. 
1605. If they were done away with, do you think the blacks would be induced to come in ?-Yes, 

I think so ; most of them at least. 
1606. Have you good reason to know how many blacks there are at Towaninny who do not come to 

the station ?-There are thirty the black man told me in his letter, and there are some along the Murray. 
I should think there would be altogether about fifty. At the other depots there are not so many congre-
gating. 
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1607. How do you think they are living ?-I believe they work a little, and get their rations there. 
They work for a time and then take a spell. I have heard of them shooting wild dogs for the settlers, and 
some of them strip bark. 

1608. Do you think it desirable to pay for the labor of the aborigines ?-I could not get them to 
work unless I paid them. 

1609. You pay them ?-Yes. 
1610. Have you any rate ?-No, I pay some by the job, it depends on the kind of work. 
1611. Can you give instances of the rates you pay-for sheep-washing-for instance ?-For sheep-

washing 2s., for mowing 2s. 6d., for shearing according to the rates at the stations outside. Other work, 
such as clearing, gardening, &c., ls. per diem. 

1612. What do you pay for putting up your brush fences by contract ?-About half what the settlers 
give. 

1613. And you find the men in everything ?-Yes, they get the benefit of everything at the station, 
I merely pay for the labor. 

1614. How do you pay them ?-By money. 
1615. So that partly in rations and partly in money you give them as much as white men get for 

the work ?-Yes. 
1616. Have you any difficulty in giving them satisfaction on that plan ?-No, they are quite satisfied 

with it. 
1617. What are the rations you give ?-Seven lbs. of flour each, two lbs. of sugar, quarter lb. of tea, 

two small figs or one and a half large figs of tobacco a week ; rice and oatmeal each two or three times a 
week, and half a pound of soap every other week. 

1618. What rations do you give to the women ?-They get the same, and the children half. 
1619. Is that all, whether they work or not ?-Yes, that is if they work. 
1620. And if the women work too ?-Yes, they have to keep their houses and families in order, and 

do a little sewing. They also do the washing and ironing for the mission families, for which they are paid. 
They also do some fancy work and sew rugs. 

1621. Then in the case of neither the man nor the woman working, how would the children be fed ? 
-That has not happened with me. 

1622. Do you give rations to those who do not work ?-No, not at all. 
1623. Have you many of them ?-I have not any at all just now. I had some just after Christmas, 

but they turned repentant and are working now. 
1624. Do they have any part of the week to go hunting?-Yes, the whole of Saturday. 	- 
1625. What ration of meat do they get ?-According to the work they do-li lbs. mutton a day for 

a man, the women 1 lb., and the children 2  lb. 
1626. How many sheep do you use on an average ?-Ten a week. 
1627. Do they ever want more than their ration-do they ever try to buy ?-Yes, they buy sugar 

and tobacco. 
1628. But not meat or flour ?-No, no meat, and the flour is always quite sufficient. 
1629. They do not complain of want of meat?-No. 
1630. Do they avail themselves of that opportunity for bunting on Saturdays ?-Yes. 
1631. Do they get much game ?-Yes, a great many kangaroos. I believe at some stations they 

have the Wednesday also, which I think is a good plan to adopt when work is slack ; in that case they 
would not of course have any mutton. 

1632. Do you think it advisable that rations and goods should be purchased on the station, and a 
store kept for that purpose ; and if goods, of what kinds should a supply be kept ?-Yes, I think it is 
advisable, and I think they should be paid partly by money and partly in goods. That gives a hold over 
them-you can either give them or withhold them, according as they are working or not. 

1633. That is to say, if you thought a man was not making good use of •his money,- you would give 
him goods and rations instead of money ?-Yes. 

1634. And you approve of having a store kept on the station ?-Yes. In fact there has been one 
on a small scale, and I have found that it has answered well. 

1635. Do hawkers come round sometimes ?--Yes, very frequently. 
1636. Do the natives buy much from them ?-Yes, clothing material generally. 
1637. Do you think that the natives would purchase goods of that sort from the store in preference 

to the hawker, if they could get them a little cheaper ?-If they could get them cheaper they would. 
1638. 'What things should be kept at a store ?-Sugar should be at the head of all, and tea 

and soap. 
1639. Amy kind of ornaments, trinkets, or ribbons ?-Yes, ribbons for the hair, for the young people-

females. 
1640. Dresses-would they sell ?-Yes, the material at least for dresses ; tobacco, powder and shot, 

and such like ; kerosene, candles, maizena, and fish-hooks ; also needles, sewing cotton, &c., and, perhaps, 
hoes, spades, rakes, and the like. 

1641. Do any of your men go out to work among the settlers ?-Yes, at shearing and harvesting. 
1642. Do you not want them at home at that time ?-I get as many as I want generally, and I let 

the rest go out. 
1643. Would it be practicable to pay to the managers of the stations the wages earned by aborigines 

instead of the aborigines themselves P-That is a very vexed question. 
1644. Do you think it is practicable 	some cases it is absolutely necessary that it should be 

done, or the money all goes to drink. Those who went out (four or five) brought no money home, while 
those who worked here at shearing, for instance, laid out part of their earnings in the purchase of furniture, 
such as iron bedsteads, chairs, &c. 

1i45. You draw a d stinction as to those who drink ?-Yes. 
1646. Who is to judge of !he neee..sity ?-11 do not know how you can draw the distinction. 
1647. Could not the tnanagir tell which man he could trust ?-Yes, I could tell, but I hardly know 

where to draw the distinction. 
1648. if it was left in your power, would not that tend to maintain your authority?-Yes. 

Rev. Carl W. 
Kramer, 
continued, 

28th May 1871. 
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Rev. Carl W. 	 1649. Do you think it would be a good system to give you power to allow them to go out, and, in Kramer, 
contInued, the case of those liable to get drunk, to say to the person who employed them that the money earned must 

28th May 1877. go to you instead of to the blacks ?-Yes, and therefore persons who may wish to employ them should 
never be allowed to decoy the natives away. I have known persons ride into my place, and arrange with 
the blacks to go out working without any reference to me, setting my authority aside altogether. It 
should be under the control of the manager . AS to who is to go. 

1650. If you saw a man who was accustomed to squander his money, you would say, " If you go out your wages are to be paid to me ; " but to another man whom you could trust you would say, " You may 
receive your money" ?-Yes. 

1651. But would you go further and not allow any out without your consent ?-Yes ; because I have 
been sometimes vexed with the people riding up and hiring them without asking me at all whether they 
could be spared or no. 

1652. You think that none should leave without the permission of the manager, and the wages should 
be paid to him at his discretion ?-Yes. There is this to be remembered though, that as soon as they begin 
to work, they begin to draw on their wages. 

1653. In those cases I presume you would say that no money at all should be given, but only the 
rations-that is in the objectionable cases ?-Yes. I know four or five of the men who went to harvesting 
at a place three miles from the station once, and they drew all their money before the work was done. 

1654. If the men were only allowed to draw rations, and the balance of the money goes to the station 
on his account, would that do ?-Yes, I think so ; but it would be a difficult thing, because I know when 
I employ them they begin to draw at once. 

1655. Do you think it advisable to board out orphan children ?-I do not think it advisable at all. 
We have some children at the station who were brought up in families of white people ; one of them is 
spoilt entirely, both for whites and blacks, and the other has got round since she has got married ; she was 
at first quite unmanageable. It seems with the girls that at a certain age they get unmanageable. 

1656. In what way ?-They want to get married. 
1657. And if you do not let them get married they go wrong P-It seems to have been so. We do 

not find it so much when they are at the station. 
1658. Are you familiar with the language of the natives ?-No. 
1659. Do you know their customs with regard to their orphan children-do their relatives take 

charge of them ?-Yes, a relative will carry the orphan baby, and will say I am the father of that one. 
1660. They adopt them as it were?-Yes. 
1661. So that you can hardly consider that among the blacks there are any orphan children in our 

sense of the term P-No, the children are never abandoned ; some other blacks take charge of them like the 
parents. 

1662. Do you think it desirable to encourage the aborigines to hire their labor out to employers in 
the country, either for long or short terms P-I do not think it desirable if employment can be found for 
them at the station ; but if not I would do it under the restrictions I have already spoken of. 

1663. Having regard to the disposition and habits of the aborigines, do you think it desirable that 
the youths should be apprenticed to learn trades or occupations ?-Yes. 

1664. Apprenticed away from the station ?-Yes. 
1665. Do you think they are capable of that P-Some, perhaps, would make good carpenters and 

blacksmiths. 
1666. But do you think they have stability of character sufficient to enable them to carry on such 

work ?-That is what I doubt, particularly the full-blood blacks ; but rather than see them go wrong in 
idleness, I should like to see them learning a trade. 

1667. Would you wish that the manager should have a veto as to the person to whom the native 
would be apprenticed ?-Yes, I should think that would be good, rather than let them go to anyone. 

1668. With that provision you think there would be no harm in it ?-No. 
1669. But I understood you to say you had doubts as to the blacks having sufficient stability of 

character to go on P-I should not wonder if they went away. 
1670. That they would not care to follow a sedentary occupation for any length of time ?-No. 

Tailors and shoemakers-these would not do at all. Carpenters and blacksmiths and masons might do ; but 
I think they would always be happier at the station. 

1671. You have a man who works as a mason ?-Yes ; a half-caste-Stewart. Several of them, 
indeed; and one of the black ones too. 

1672. A full-blooded black as a mason ?-Yes. 
1673. Where did he learn the trade ?-At the station. 
1674. From whom ?-From my predecessor there. 

 '  I think they would be far happier amongst their own people. I do not think they would like it very much-would fret for their own people and friends. 
Sometimes, at a certain age, the young men become unruly. In that case they might be sent out, or, 
perhaps, sent to another station. 

1675. Do you think they could be kept under better discipline if they were sent out ?-Yes, if 
a contract were made. 

1676. Would they understand the nature of a contract of that sort for apprenticing ?-Yes ; but I 
think there would not be many who would undergo such a course of training. Masonry, carpentering, are 
all taught on the stations, not for them to set up to make their living by it. That is another question. 

I do not think any one of them could set up as a carpenter in Dimboola'or any other town, and make a living 
by it. 

1677. But he can make himself useful on the station under the direction of the manager ?-That is 
what they are taught. They are taught mason-work, and there is a smithy and tool shop. 

1678. Are any of them good blacksmiths ?-Yes. 
1679. Any full-blooded blacks ?-No ; they are not very good ; the half-castes are the best. 
1680. Should the main object of a station be to train the aborigines to earn their living abroad, or 

to form self-supporting communities on each station ?-My opinion is, that self-supporting communities 
should be formed on the station. 

1681. To remain in permanence P---Yes. If they are self-supporting then they are a burden to no one. 
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1682. And looking to the future, supposing that the race do not die out, do you think they would 
remain, or would they be absorbed in the general community ?-I do not think the blacks would be 
absorbed ; indeed I am positive that they would not. 

1683. You think they would always remain a separate race of people ?-Yes ; but I am afraid they are dying away. 
1684. There is not much increase ?---No ; no increase at all. 
1685. Not even in your healthy situation ?-No; none. Last year there were five deaths and five births. 
1686. To what do you attribute that ?-I do not knew ; but the number has gone so low now that 

an increase can hardly be expected at a great rate. 
1687. But I suppose you have some young people there that marry ?-Yes. 
1688. Do they have families ?-Yes. 
1689. But that only made the five increase you speak of?-Yes, as against five deaths. 
1690. Have you any suggestions to make as to the treatment of the aborigines ?-I think that the 

school programme should be a little lowered for the children ; the old should be treated with liberality, and 
the young and middle aged men as stated in the foregoing answers. 

1691. Are there any special industries that you would suggest which could be carried on by the 
aborigines on the station ?-Well, we thought of fruit growing, such as oranges and grapes, which sell well. 

1692. Do you mean drying as well as growing ?-We were going to sell some, to preserve some, and 
to dry it in various forms. The olive might also be tried-might grow, perhaps, if well watered. 'Sold $16 worth of fruit last year. Dried raisins and figs with good success. 

1693. Can you suggest any other special industries ?-No, not exactly for the Ebenezer station. 
Perhaps osiers might grow in the flats if the banks are not too high, which I am afraid they are. 

1694. Do you think that the climate of the district is adapted to agriculture ?-It is carried on to a 
great extent within seven or eight miles of the station-only the land is rather inferior ; that is the land 
belonging to the stations. Near Dimboola the soil is well adapted for wheat. 

1695. Has not the mission that you are employed by promised some grant of money for the purpose 
of purchasing agricultural implements ?-No. Application has been made for that purpose, with the 
intention of carrying on agriculture ; but I have not yet beard from them. I do not know whether it would 
do for grain. Mr. Spieseke, who, from his long residence here, should be competent to judge, considers the 
soil too poor. 

1696. To make your station self-supporting it ought to have, you think, 15 or 16 square miles 
added to it ?-Yes. 

1697. About the fencing-would the blacks fence it if you had the material provided ?-Yes ; the 
stuff is there on the ground ; it has only to be put up. A log or a good mallee fence would be very good. 

1698. By whom were the buildings erected on your station ?-All by the mission. 
1699. Without any assistance from the State ?-No assistance from the State. 
1700. Are there any particular buildings besides the buts for the aborigines ?-There is a boarding- 

house for the children built of stone, and there is a school-house also of stone, and a church ; also a residence 
for the missionaries. 

1701. And those were all built by the mission ?-Yes. 
1702. And by the black labor 7-Yes, they helped ; but for the church there was a white man, a 

mason, employed ; but they all helped. The other buildings, I am told, were also built by a white mason, 
with the help of the blacks. 

1703. What has your station been in the habit of receiving from the Government for some time 
past ?-Nothing but stores. 

1704. Not any grant of money ?-No, not at all. 
1705. You have your income derived from the flock of sheep ?-Xes. 
1706. And upon that you exist ?-Yes. 
1707. How did you procure the sheep ?-They were entirely given by the neighbors. Supposing 

the reserve was enlarged, there would be the question of stocking it. 
1708. What would you suggest ?-A number of breeding ewes should be purchased and some rams. 
1709. And you think that would give the station a start, so as to make it self-supporting.-Yes ; 

quite sufficient. We have been rather in an awkward predicament, having to apply to the neighbors for 
sheep-that is rather unpleasant, and I hope there will be no occasion for it in future, as the Government 
can well afford to treat the few remaining blacks liberally. 

. 1710. How many have you on the place now ?--About 1,500. We shore 1,800, but then the 
natural increase was only 200, and the neighbors gave us 150 ; but we kill at the rate of 500 a year, so 
that brought the average down. 

1711. Would you not have cattle as well, so as not to kill sheep all the year round ?-It would be 
better, and we should have enough to give a good supply of milk. For that purpose we should need a 
paddock fenced in. 

1712. There seems to be some difficulty about it ?-Yes, a great many. 
1713. What are they ?-I do not know ; I think the difficulty has been that the present reserve is held 

by trustees. But I have since learned that the Board formerly were also against the extension of the reserve. 
1714. What would you suggest ?-We are quite willing, if the blacks get the land, that the trustees 

should resign. Our board at home agree that the whole of the land should be held as the other reserves 
are by the Government for the benefit of the blacks. Their good is all we care for. 

1715. Does the difficulty rest, in your opinion, with the trustees, the aboriginal board, or with the 
Government ?-I suppose if that difficulty about trustees were removed, the Government would be willing. 
Perhaps they are not acquainted with our intentions. 

1716. With regard to the education, you said that, in your opinion, the standard was too high.-Yes. 
1717. Do you think that the natives are not capable of being educated up to the same standard as 

the white children ?-No. 
1718. Is it not a fact that the school you had at Ramahyuck passed as high as any school in the 

colony ?-Yes, they passed a good examination ; but it was only by a continuous strain on them, and the 
teacher as well, which I think is not needed. There are some children that would absolutely never pass 
the standard, no matter how or by whom taught. 

Rev. Carl W. 
Kramer, 
onfinued, 

28th May 1877. 
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Rev. Carl W. 
Kramer, 

continued, 
38th May 1877 

1719. Then you think that the fact of their passing in that creditable way was not due to any 
extraordinary aptitude on their part, but to the extra time bestowed in teaching them ?-Yes, just so ; they 
are not more apt than white children. 

1720. Do you think that the young natives that have been taught who have grown up keep their 
education or lose it ?-They keep the reading and writing, but not the rest. 

1721. They lose the arithmetic and the grammar ?-Yes. 
1722. How long were you teaching at Ramahyuck ?-Seven years. I do not think they are so 

quick as white children. 
1723. Do you mean the average of white children, or white children of the laboring classes ?-Of 

the laboring classes I should say ; the half-caste are a little smarter. 
1724. Do you teach at Ebenezer ?-No, I have a schoolmistress. 
1725. Is the school visited by a Government inspector ?-No, it is not. 
1726. Do you approve of the system of having those schools just the same as State schools ?-If the 

programme is made lower I think it would be better. 
1727. You think the programme of the State schools is too high for them ?-Yes. 
1728. What standard would you suggest?-Good reading and writing-just as in the State schools-

they should learn that. 
1729. Would you not teach any arithmetic ?-Yes ; arithmetic up to the compound rules, excepting 

reduction ; they never can learn about pounds and potties and things like that. 
1730. As to grammar ?-There is no parsing and analysis needed ; they do not understand the 

parsing, and as to analysis it is almost useless to attempt it with them. The arithmetic is the most difficult 
subject for them. I think if the Board kept the education under their control too, it would be better ; their 
inspector could examine the school. 

1731. Do you think that the Board should employ a schoolmaster, or only as far as examining ?-
Only to look after the school and see that it is not neglected. 

1732. You think that would be sufficient ?-Yes, I think so. I would not teach them any more 
under the Education Department. 

1733. Is that in consequence of your experience ?-Yes ; seven years were quite sufficient. 
1734. In consequence of that seven years, you would not attempt to teach them under that system?-

No ; that is what I wrote to our Board in quite plain terms. 
1735. Do they receive any religious instruction at Ebenezer ?-Yes, every day, Saturday excepted, 

from myself. 
1736. How do you find their minds receive the religious teaching that you give them?-They receive 

it slowly, but they do receive it. 
1737. Have you had any instances in which you could have confidence that they had received it 

satisfactorily ?-Not with the children ; but I have with the grown-up ones. 
1738. Instances in which you feel satisfied that they were Christians ?-Yes, that they were true 

Christians. 
1739. And understood it ?-Yes. 
1740. How many ?-About fifteen or twenty. The children are not Christians yet ; they have the 

knowledge, but not the experience. 
1741. Can you give any idea about the numbers of natives that are down the Lower Murray who 

might possibly be brought into the station?-I do not know whether those from the Lower Murray would come. 
1742. But those from Towaninnie ?-Yes, I think those would come ; there are about thirty. 
1743. And how many in other parts ?-About twenty; that is fifty altogether. 
1744. And you think it would be desirable to stop the supplies at the depiks, in order to induce them 

to come in to'the stations ?-Yes, I think so. 
1745. After ..a due notice, you think it would be no hardship to go to the stations for the stores if 

they required them ?-No. Lots have been at the station ; but they were dissatisfied for some reason, and 
they went away; if they came again they might possibly stop. 

1746. Would you suggest anything else besides stopping the supplies outside ?-If sufficient induce-
ment was held out to them in the way of work and pay. What makes them leave, they say, is-" There is 
no work here ; we have no shirt on our backs." That is a phrase they learn somewhere, although when 
they come back again they are generally really without a shirt on their backs. 

1747. Do you think it would be desirable to form a station lower down the Murray, near Iiulkyne 
Station ?-I do not know the place. 

1748. About 40 or 50 miles due north from you down the Murray. Do you think it would be a 
desirable thing to form a station there for those Lower Murray blacks ?-I think so ; of course I do not 
know the place. 

1749. Would it interfere with your station P-No, not at all. 
1750. There is a thick belt of mallee between you and there ?-Yes ; and there are only one or two 

old men going between the two localities. If there were a station there, of course they might be tempted 
to, go, but I do not know. 

The witness withdrew. 

Mr. William Edward Morris examined. 
Mr.W. E.  

18
o

27.
* 	1751. You are connected with the Church of England Aboriginal Mission ?-Yes, I am secretary, and I 28th May  

have brought with me answers framed by our committee to the printed questions forwarded by the Commission, 
together with a few suggestions on general matters.-[ The witness handed in the same as follows :]- 

1. What is your opinion of Lakes Tyers and Condah as places for aboriginal stations ?-Both excellent. 
(1.) As sanatory stations ?-Both excellent. 
(2.) As to situation and the temptations to which the inmates are exposed by reason of proximity to popu-

lation 7-Could hardly be better situated. 
2. Can you make any suggestions for improvement of its management, or as to maintenance of discipline at 

aboriginal stations 2-That there be careful avoidance by the Central Board and their agents of any manifestation before the aborigines of the powers of control they possess and ought to exercise. It is destructive of discipline it the aborigines be encouraged in any way to appeal from the decision of managers to persons higher in authority. A manager should be empowered to stop the supplies of men and women able but unwilling to work. 
3. Do you think it desirable to pay for the labor of the aborigines ?-Yes. 
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4. If so, in what Manner ; whether by money alone, or by money and rations and goods, and at what rates or prices ?- m , w. E.  Morrie. 
By money and rations.. The-rates and quantities to be at the discretion of managers, within reasonable limits prescribed by 	continued, 
the Central Board. 	 28th May 1877. 

5. Do you think it acIVisable that rations and goods should be purchased on the station, and a store kept for that 
purpose ; and, if goods, what kind of a supply should be kept ?-Yes. Principally grocers' and drapers' goods. 

6. Would it be practicable to pay to the managers of the stations the wages earned by aborigines instead of to the 
aborigines themselves, and thus encourage a resort to the stations for what they want, instead of squandering their money 
elsewhere ? If so, what suggestions can you offer for carrying out this object 7-Managers of stations should have funds 
placed at their disposal in order to pay for work done on stations. This would, to a great extent, prevent aborigines 
working away from the stations, which is undesirable. Managers might be empowered to make contracts with employers, 
a condition of contract being that payment be made to the manager. At the same time aborigines should be at perfect 
liberty to make contracts and receive payment themselves. 

7. Do you think it advisable to board out orphan children 7-No. 
8. Do you think it desirable to encourage the aborigines to hire their labor out to employers in the country, either 

for long or for short terms ?-No. 
9. Having regard to the disposition and habits of the aborigines, do you think it desirable that the youths should be 

apprenticed to learn trades or occupations 7-No. 
10. Do you think it desirable to encourage handicrafts at the stations, and of what kinds ?-To a limited extent. 

Chiefly carpentering and basket making. The physique and inclination of the aborigines indicate pastoral and light 
agricultural pursuits as more suitable. 

11. Should the main object of a station be to train the aborigines to earn their living abroad, or to form self-
supporting communities on each station ?-To form a self-supporting community on each station. 

12. Have you any suggestions to make as to the treatment of the aborigines 7-They Should be treated as at present 
on the mission stations-kindly but firmly-be encouraged to industry and cleanliness, and be stimulated to rise above a 
mere animal existence by christian precept, and example. 

13. (1.) Can you give any information as to the aborigines who are not at the stations ; the number in your district; 
their condition, and mode of obtaining a livelihood ; and (2) can you make any suggestions for the amelioration of their 
condition.?-(l.) None other than that already in the possession of the Central Board. (2.) If the numbers be sufficient in 
any locality to justify the formation of another station, one should be formed after the pattern of those at Lakes Wellington, 
Hindmarsh, Tyers, and Condah. In districts where the numbers are few they should be removed to the above stations, care 
being taken to make liberal provision on the stations for the new comers, so that they may be impressed with the attractions 
of station life, and that the older inhabitants may not feel the increase of population likely to interfere with their comforts 

WM. E. MORRIS, 
May 28/77. 	 Hon. Sec. Church of England Mission 

to the Aborigines. 

The following additional suggestions and remarks are respectfully submitted : - 
1. That the aboriginal reserves be vested in trustees, in order that some security may be afforded to those who seek to 

promote the welfare of the aborigines that their work shall not be impaired or destroyed by the antagonism of persons 
opposed to the existing policy of the country concerning the aborigines. Provision could of course be made for reversion 
to the Crown on the extinction or extensive diminution of the aboriginal population. 

2. That the aboriginal reserve at Lake Tyers be increased in area, in order that enough sheep and cattle may be run 
upon it to render the station self-supporting, and that the reserves be sufficiently stocked. 

3. That, until a station becomes self-supporting, a small sum of money (say £50 to £100), as well as the rations and 
goods at present supplied, be placed annually at the dispotal of the manager, in order that he may keep his station in 
working order, without having to make constant resort, to the Central Board for every trifling expenditure. An annual 
account of expenditure could of course be required. 

1752. In regard to the answer to the second question, might I ask, are you aware of any such 
interference at any time ?-Yes. Not by the present inspector, Mr. Ogilvie. 

.■■ 	 1753. You refer then to something that took place in former years ?-Yes ; and a thing that has 
occurred might occur again. I know that on one or two occasions the authority of the missionary was 
seriously injured by the exercise of authority by the inspector who came down. 

1754. In regard to your answer to question 6, do you follow out that suggestion with the Church of 
England stations-you suggest that funds should be placed at the disposal of the managers-do you give 
your managers money to pay for labor ?-We do not. 

1755. Do you propose that the Central Board should give money for the payment of the blacks 
on those stations ?-Yes. My idea is this-the Board send down rations and clothing in order to 
maintain the aborigines, and in that way, good, bad, and indifferent, all receive alike. In place of that I 
would give all so much in rations and clothing, but I would place money at the disposal of the managers of 
the stations to remunerate the aborigines who work-in money instead of rations and clothing. 

1756. In other words, you recommend that the Board should place a certain portion of the money 
which is voted by Parliament for the benefit of the aborigines at the disposal of the managers, and not send 
stores and provisions to be distributed as at present ?-Not to the same extent. 

1757. In that case if they did not get stores they would have to buy them with the money they 
earned from the manager ?-Yes. 

1758. Would there not be likely to be a conflict of authority between one party and the other-the 
sort of thing you have referred to P-I am assuming that the manager of the station is the missionary, not 
that there should be a separate manager. We have not used the term "missionary" here at all, because 
the Board have nothing to do with the religious education. 

1759. But you know that the stations are in various positions-some managed by the Church, some 
by the Board, and some by the Moravians ?-I think there are only two classes, those managed by the 
Board and the others. 

1760. Take the case of Ramahyuck-there is a very large sum of money derived from various 
sources-revenue derived from the labor of the aborigines-for instance, the sale of hops and arrowroot, 
and things of that sort-do you think it would be fair to expect the Board to pay those aboriginals for their 
work if the whole of the produce of the station is also handed over to the managers to do what they like 
with ?-If the station is self-supporting then there is no need for the Board to contribute anything ; those 
are only suggestions as to what should be done as long as the station is not self-supporting. 

1761. Would it not be better, instead of the Board being asked for money, which might be used 
improperly, if they were asked to place the stations in a self-supporting position P-Certainly. That is 
what I ask further on. 

1762. Then, if so, this suggestion as to money would be unnecessary ?-Quite so. 
1763. Did I understand you to say that you 'thought it advisable that the stations should be kept 

apart altogether for the aboriginal population ?-Yes, decidedly. 
1764. Do you look forward in the future to the absorption of the aborigines in the general 

population ?-No, I do not. 

and privileges. 



Receipts. 
Balance from last year 
Subscriptions, ac., as per list .. 	£89 19 11 

.. 	789 9 10 
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Mr. W. E. Morris, 	 1765. As to your suggestion that a sum of money—£50 or £100, as well as rations and goods— continued, 

28th May 1877, should be placed at the disposal of the managers instead of their applying constantly to the Central Board, do 
not those stations that are under the charge of the missionaries or the Church receive sums of money—is 
there not a considerable sum of money subscribed, for instance, by the Church of England ?—No, not 
towards that kind of expenditure. 

1766. Why ?—Because we understand that all we contribute is for the religious education of the 
natives, and their spiritual good ; and that the Board, on the other hand, supply the temporal wants. We 
do not think that it is our function to look after the latter. 

1767. Inasmuch as you get the proceeds of all that is produced on the stations— ?—We do not 
receive anything—whatever is got is expended on the stations solely for the good of the blacks. 

1768. It does not go in any shape to you ?—No, not a penny. I can give you our general account for the year. [The witness handed in the same.] 

HONORARY TREASURERS' ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31sT MARCH 1877, 
GENERAL Accourrx 

Lake Tyers Mission— 
Expenditure. 

Mr. John Bulmer, stipend.. 	 0 0 
Mr. L. Hallier, in augmentation of the capitation 

allowance from the Education Department40 0 0 .. 
Superintending missionary 	.. 	 . 	50 0 0 
Allowance to aboriginal couple for taking charge 

of boarding-house Ac. 	 10 0 Grant for new church .. 	 0 0 
Lake Condah Mission—. 	 £402 10 0 

Rev. J. H. Stahl€, stipend.. 	 .. 200 0 0 
Do., allowance, in consideration of expenses 

attending reception of visitors 	 10 0 0 
Miss Gregory, stipend from 1st June 1876 	.. 	63 6 8 Superintending minister, expenses.. 	.. 	12 0 0 
Allowance to aboriginal couple for taking charge 

of boarding-house, 8cc. 	 12 10 0 
Seeds for planting, £5 ; school books, £2 10s. .. 	7 10 0 

Miscellaneous expenses— 
Printing annual report, other printing, postage, 

and bank charges and for collecting and remit- 
ting cheques .. 	 ..• • 	.. 	40 5 10 Hire of ball for annual meeting .. 	 .. 	2 2 0 

. Subsidy to Missionary, at Home and Abroad . 10 0 0 

305 6 8 

£879 9 9 

52 7 10 Balance available for expenditure of Year 1877-8 .. 	 119 5 3 

£879 9 9 

RESERVE FUND Tort NEW MISSION. 

Receipts. 

Balance from last year .. 	 .. £276 13 3 Interest* 	 .. 	3 15 2 

Expenditure.—Na. 

Balance at Colonial Bank of Australasia .. £280 8 5 

£280 8 5 

• Further interest amounting to 14a. became due on the 25th May 1877. 

1769. Have you any further suggestions to make ?—No. 
1770. Have you ever been to Coranderrk ?—No, I have only been to the Lake Condah station. 
1771. Why do you specially select those four mission stations as the models on which you would 

establish a station if a new one were formed ?—It is because they are mission stations, and are conducted 
on religious principles ; and, as far as I have heard, they have been successfully conducted. 

1772. You have not seen any but the one ?—No. 
The witness withdrew. 

Mr. William Goodall called and examined. 
Mr. Wm Goodall, 	 1773. You are superintendent of Framlingham station ?—Yes. 28th May 1877. 	 1774. For how long ?—Nine years. 

1775. Have you had a copy of the printed questions ?—Yes. 
1776. Have you prepared answers to them ?—Yes. 
1777. Will you be good enough to read them ?—Yes. The first question is, " What is your opinion 

of Framlingham as a place for an aboriginal station—(1.) As a sanitary station ?"—My answer is, that it is 
well adapted for an aboriginal station. (1.) As a sanitary station, I do not think it could be better situated 
in this respect. I have consulted medical gentlemen upon the subject, and they agree in their opinion, 
that its situation could not be improved in.this respect. 

1778. From your own experience, you find that to be the case?—Yes. I have also compared my 
statistics with those of other stations, and I do not think quite so many die at my place as at Coranderrk. 

1779. Then as to the second part of the first question—" (2.) As to its situation and the temptations 
to which the inmates are exposed by reason of its proximity to population ?"—I am of opinion that its 
situation in this respect could not be improved ; for I find that drunken blacks are like all other drunkards 
—if it is not at home they will travel for it. We only have one hotel that we are annoyed with—that is 
at a distance of three miles. 

1780. Do you find any difficulties from the aborigines at your station getting drink ?—Well, 
occasionally one or two give me trouble, but the generality of them are very sober and steady. 

1781. Can you offer any suggestions to prevent the aborigines getting the drink ?—No, I could not, 
unless the Act will do it. It seems almost impossible to do so ; there are such a number of carriers passing 
up and down, and they will purchase the liquor and give it to the blacks. I might suggest to allow the 
black half the fines. That is a very salutary and effectual way of getting at the vendor of strong drink, 
though it might not be good for the morals of the blacks. At present they have their grog stopped; as they 
say, and get no benefit by it. If there was an Act that provided that the blackfellow would get half the 
fine, the person selling drink would see there was danger, and might desist. Passing on now to question 
No. 3—I do think it most desirable to pay for the labor of aboriginals, and that they should receive fair 
value for their labor. I should not recommend such large supplies from Government, and they should be 
required to purchase their stores and clothing—the able and working men—from the station, and that 

a store should be kept on the station for this purpose. 

£280 8 5 
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1782. Then I understand you to say that they should receive the full amount of their wages, and fmr.w.000sau 
that they should purchase what they want from the station ?—Yes, from the store on the station. 	 cOnfinued, 

1783. Then you would not give what they earn partly in money and partly in rations ?—They could 28th May 1877 

take it in rations, and purchase from the store; "and that the blacks should be enabled to purchase them 
at their lowest possible rates, the Board merely charging sufficient to cover the expenses. 

1784. You think it would be an inducement to them ?—Yes ; I have consulted some of the most intelligent, and I think so. 
1785. What kind of goods besides the ordinary rations would be suitable ?—I should recommend useful wearing material. 

makin 1786. uIn the piece or made up ?—In the piece, excepting men's clothing ; there is a difficulty about g that p. 
1787. Anything in the way of ornaments ?—Yes, fancy articles for women and children ; powder 

and shot, little sweets, plums, and currants..  
1788. What rations do you give the blacks when they are working ?—Flour, about 7 lbs., and 

lb. of tea, per week per head—that averages through for the men and women both—a little more than 
2 lbs. of sugar, and a moderate allowance of tobacco. 

1789. How much ?—Some of them are heavier smokers than others—sometimes two figs of what 
they call navy packet pieces. I do not allow the women any, excepting the older ones. 

1790. What rations do you issue to the children ?—The children go in with the parents as half. 
1791. You give those rations to those that are working ?—No, right through whether they are or 

not. Of course, if they turn awkward and will not work, I threaten to cut off their rations ; but I have 
not had to carry out that threat, except on one or two occasions. I think about twice since I have been on the station. There is also a small allowance of meat, about 4 lbs. per week per head. 

1792. Do you find that allowance of meat sufficient ?—Not at all. 
1793. What do they do to supplement that amount ?—They catch kangaroos and opossums. 
1794. Have they any stated times for hunting ?—Saturday. 
1795. Do you find that their hunting on that day provides them with a sufficient amount of meat?—

No; I often find them complaining that they are out of meat. 
1796. Does the station supply meat, or do you buy it ?—I have to buy the beasts and slaughter them. 
1797. The station then is unable to provide them with meat ?—At present, with the stock we have. 
1798. Is it all fenced ?—All but about half a mile along the river. 
1799. Could you breed enough cattle on the station to sell to make the place self-supporting ?—Yes, 

I think so. I have spoken to Mr. Tozer—an old settler, who had stations some years ago—and several 
other squatters, and it is their opinion that it would amply maintain them. As it is, one man offered me 
£300 a year for the grazing. The principal reason why the station has not been stocked has been the want 
of funds. To supply this want I would suggest that we should be allowed to depasture stock and devote 
the proceeds toward purchasing a proper supply. 

1800. That is graze them ?—Yes ; I could get sixpence per head per week for them ; and it would 
carry 400 head ; and that would enable us to purchase stock and pay the wages of the aborigines ; and as we 
purchased our own stock we could take portions of the land back. Sixpence per head per week is what my 

• 	neighbors are getting, and they have not as good grass as I have. 
1801. Should you be able to find permanent work for all the blacks on the station ?—Yes, plenty for years to come. 
1802. If it were stocked with cattle, you think it would be able to keep the blacks ?—Amply, and 

we should have cattle to sell. 
1803. Without their going out ?—Yes. Question No. 6 is—" Would it be practicable to pay to the 

managers of the stations the wages earned by aborigines instead of to the aborigines themselves, and thus 
encourage a resort to the stations for what they want, instead of squandering their money elsewhere ?" 
This is my reply—" It has always occurred to my mind as a most desirable thing that the money earned by 
aboriginals should be paid to the managers, as it prevents them yielding to the temptations which are held 
out to them by the wayside hotels." I find that when I can succeed in getting them safely home with their 
money they lay it out in a very judicious manner, purchasing nice little comforts for themselves ; the great 
difficulty is to get them from the outside stations home to the aboriginal station without spending their money. 
There are so many people ready to look after them on their way home ; but those who get the money about 
the place and come home with it spend it sensibly, usually ; so that I think it would be a very desirable thing 
if this could be brought about. They sometimes come and say they have not received the full amount of 
their wages, and I have seen into it ; but I have only their word for it, as the settler has not kept accounts. 

1804. Can you offer any suggestions for carrying out this object ?—The suggestions would be to 
require any white man employing aborigines to enter into an engagement with the managers, and forward 
the moneys so earned by cheque to the said managers. Of course, if he entered into an agreement, and I 
sent him the man, it would be necessary for him to carry out the transaction with myself or any manager 
appointed. I think it would be a very simple thing. Of course by the previous question you see that I 
hold it as highly objectionable that their labor should be hired out. 

1805. You think that if possible they should be kept employed on the stations ?—Yes ; I can speak 
for my own men. If the labor is provided for them on all the stations, as it is on mine, and they are paid 
moderate wages, they would never ask to go away. 

1806. Are they paid wages ?—They have only received one gratuity of .£10. 
1807. That was for fencing ?—Yes. 
1808. They work in fact for their rations ?—Yes, the old and the young get the rations. 
1809. The next question is "Do you think it advisable to board out orphan children ?"—I do not 

think it at all desirable to board out the orphan children—in fact it would be very difficult to find orphans 
—as soon as one father dies another claims the child—there are always relations that claim them. 

1810. You think that they would not like to have the children taken away ?—They feel it very keenly 
—they would protest against it very loudly, and it would also tend to the dismemberment of the station. In fact, it is the children who are the principal attraction to the old ones. I have had old ones wandering out till I had got children they had an interest in. 

1811. How did you get them ?—Merely asked the children, and gave them provisions, and asked them to come in. 
ABORIGINES. 
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1812. And their parents followed them ?—Yes, and their older friends. 
1813. Did they not object to their children going ?—No ; there is only one pair, they are at Colac, 

that have objected, and their children are still outside in a wretched condition. One pair were attracted by 
a grandchild I got, they stayed for six years, and as soon as the child died they went away. 

1814. What is the reason of that—is it the advantages of education that they get, or in order to get 
rid of the trouble ?—I do not think it is that, because if any of the children get into trouble, or have to be 

punished, they strongly object to it. 
1815. Then it is for the provisions and education ?—They see they are better provided for than they 

can do for themselves. 
1816. Do you think the value of education weighs ?—Yes ; in fact the younger men have craved for 

some means being provided for them. They have frequently made a request for a schoolmaster. 
1817. You have no schoolmaster ?—No, nobody there but myself ; and further, I notice that the 

children who have been taken and ruled by white people are much worse when they grow up than the 
children whom we have brought up on the stations, and who have been brought up by the blacks themselves. 

1818. No discipline ?—No ; there is one just come who is a greater trouble than any other— 
they will always leave their place of service or adopted home when they get to the age of 15 
or 16. Some of the settlers make great pets of them, and when the change of life comes it is 
too much for them. " 8. Do you think it desirable to encourage the aborigines to hire their labor 
out to employers in the country, either for long or for short terms ?"—Not at all. As an instance 
of the bad results of that, I got a man from one of the stations, a great drunkard, and by using 
the influences we provided he became a sober steady man, and signed the pledge, and remained so for 
four years, and accumulated a little property, a couple of horses, a cow, and saddles and bridles, and 
so on. A gentleman called at my place one evening—he was pushed for an assistant to drive sheep across 
the plains—this man was the only one I could give him, and I begged him to take great care of him, and 

the man tempted him with drink on the plains, and ever since he has been one of the greatest nuisances on 
the place. I could quote several instances of that sort. If they are provided with labor and rations on 
the stations, and good influences brought to bear upon them, if they are not allowed to go into the world 

and meet with the temptations that are there, they are all right, but they meet so many of their old 

as.ceiams on the stations and farms who take them off drinking. Ample and reproductive work can be 
found for the aborigines on the stations. "9. Having regard to the disposition and habits of the 
aborigines, do you think it desirable that the youths should be apprenticed to learn trades or occupa- 
tions ?"—No ; as I think it would seriously affect their health, being naturally and instinctively of a restless 
nomadic habit. I do not think they would settle ; they would not stand the confinement to any trade. 
Question 10 is—" Do you think it desirable to encourage handicrafts at the stations, and of what kinds?"— 
My reply is—" There are so many difficulties in the way that I do not think I could recommend anything 
of the kind, and I think if,  they were well instructed in agricultural pursuits it would suit their tastes 

much better, and be more congenial to their natural habits." 
1819. Have any of yours developed talent for that sort of thing ?—I have one very clever at car- 

pentering. 
1820. If he had an opportunity of being taught, would it be desirable to have him taught ?—Yes, I 

think carpentering would be a very nice thing if they could be taught that. 
1821. Do you think they could learn shoemaking ?—I do not think they would sit to that. 
1822. Basket-making ?—That would do nicely for the women—in fact, I am looking out for some of 

the osier willow this year to plant, and see if I can do it. That is a great defect, that I cannot find proper 
employment for the women. Question No. 11 has been answered already. "12. Have you any suggestions 
to make as to the treatment of the aborigines ?"—I have no other suggestions to make. The treatment that 
they receive is good, excepting what I have referred to. " 13. Can you give any information as to the 
aborigines who are not at the stations ; the number in your district, their condition, and mode of obtaining 
a livelihood ; and can you make any suggestions for the amelioration of their condition ?"—There are about 
twenty-five aborigines in my district scattered about, not living at the station. 

1823. Where are they residing ?—Some at Belfast, some at Wickliffe, and some at Camperdown and 

other places. 
1824. What is their mode of life ?—Their condition is simply deplorable. Their mode of obtaining 

a livelihood is of a varied character, sometimes by fishing, and sometimes catching opossums for their skins, 
at other times working for Europeans. The money so earned is in all cases spent at the country hotels, 
and, when that is done, the women generally resort to prostitution, and are the subject of the most brutal 
insult of low whitemen. The suggestion is that they should be removed to the station as early as possible ; 
and if they are found about the towns they should be treated as vagrants, and any persons found harboring 
them should be fined heavily. 

1825. Can you suggest any means of gathering those blacks into the station ?—There is a provision 
in the Act against persons harboring aborigines without certificates ; if that were carried out when they 
come about the townships, I should think they might be brought under the vagrant Act. 

1826. You could not do that unless they are begging ?—They are always begging, and having no 
visible means of support. 

1827. If they live in camp, as they used to live, and go out and get opossums and live on them, you 
could hardly call them vagrants ?—Scarcely, but they do not do that ; they merely sell a few skins to get 
drink with, and then beg for their clothes and food ; and are a constant source of trouble and complaint 

with whites. 
1828. Are there any depots in this district away from the stations P—I think there is only Mr. Grey, 

60 miles from my station. 
1829. Do any of them go for those supplies ?—A few are there stopping about Mr. Grey's. 
1830. Do you think it would be a desirable plan to give up sending to these depOts in order to 

induce more to come to the stations ?—Yes, I do. 
1831. And it would do no injury to the blacks, and be the means of bringing them in ?—I think it 

would be a certain means of bringing them in. There is another station at Colac, about 70 miles off. 
1832. Are there many blacks about there ?—There were 6 men, 2 women, and 2 children. I know 

as to a number of those who are now knocking about in this way that if they received any remuneration for 
their labor they would come in at once. 

7 

 

  

0 	N 



67 

1833. You think paying for their labor and stopping those supplies would induce them to come ?-In • Mr. W. Goodall, 

nearly all cases excepting a few of the old ones, who would be reluctant -  at first ; but even they might 2811:7677.  

eventually follow. When Mr. Ogilvie was in office he recommended that the station should be let-that 
would put it out of the blacks' hands. I think it would be more desirable for us to keep possession of it ; 
it would keep up the interest in it. 

1834. You have only a few children at your station ?-About 16. 
1835. They are taught by Mrs. Goodall ?-Yes. 
1836. Does she find them capable of receiving instruction?-They are very good scholars; very quick. 
1837. How do they compare with white children ?-I would rather teach them than white children. 

I was three years a teacher at Warrnambool, and I find the blacks much more intelligent than white. 
1838. Do you think they are capable of receiving instruction to the same standard ?-I could not 

form an opinion on that ; but they are equally quick in taking up the rudiments of education. 
1839. You do not know whether the Government standard would be too high for them to reach ?-

No, they have attained it at some stations. 
1840. From your own experience ?-Oh! no. I do not think it would be too high-they are quite 

capable of attaining that. 
1841. Without any great amount of mental exertion ?-Without any great amount of mental exertion. 

They seem to take a great liking to it. 
1842. Have you any blacks on your station who have been educated there or elsewhere when 

young?-Yes, several. 
1843. Do you find that they have kept up that knowledge at all ?-Some of them. 
1844. Do they read ?-Some are very diligent at it, some are not. One was educated at the Grammar 

School, Geelong, but you would now hardly know he had been at school in his reading and writing-he can 
read very little. 

1845. Is he a native ?-He is a half-caste. It was his reputed white father who educated him. 
1846. How did he come to your station ?-He gradually got lower and lower in the scale of society, 

till he was turned away by his patron, and he went back to his tribe. I had a young woman, who came 
three years ago, who could not read at all. She got one of the smaller boys at the school to teach her, and 

4 	she can read beautifully now. 
187. Taught by one of the blacks ?-Taught by a little black boy. When she comes to services 

she will read after me. She is a half-caste. 
1848. With regard to this 'other question, of religious instruction, what do you do in that way ?-

They are provided with Sunday services, and a service one evening in the week. 
1849. Have you any Sunday-school P-No. 
1850. Any clergyman in the habit of visiting ?-Mr. Coombes attends us regularly, the Independent 

minister at Warrnambool ; he is very regular, and occasionally we have visits from other clergymen-in 
fact his services have been so useful that I was going to recommend that they should be acknowledged in 
some way, if possible. 

1851. Have you anything else to say with reference to the general condition and treatment, either 
on the stations or in any other way ?-I have nothing further to say than what I have recommended there. 
I think the treatment in general has been good, in reference to their supplies ; and if those alterations are 
made it will meet all that is required. I think that they should be provided with better accommodation on 
my station, in regard to their houses. We have been endeavoring to saw some timber, but we have only 
got on slowly. It would greatly improve their health if they had better houses to live in. 

The witness withdrew. 
Adjourned to to-morrow, at Four o'clock. 

TUESDAY, 29TH MAY 1877. 
Present: 

A. W. HOWITT, Esq., P.M., in the Chair ; 
G. W. Rusden, Esq., 	 F. R. Godfrey, Esq. 

Mr. John Andrews called and examined. 
1852. You have acted for some years as clerk to the Aboriginal Board?-I have for about three years. Mr..7. Andrews, 

99th May 1877. 1853. And keep all the accounts ?-Yes. 
1854. And all the payments are made through your office ?-Yes. 
1855. Have you brought any accounts with you ?-No. I have brought some memoranda with 

me that I thought might contain such information as the Commission required. 
1856. What information have you got ?-I brought first of all a statement showing the average 

attendance at the six stations last year ; the, total cost of the stations to the Board; and the cost per head ; 
showing also, where I possessed the information to enable me to do so, the amount received for produce :- 

Name of Station. 
Average 

Attendance 
in-1876. 

Cost in 
1876. 

Cost per bead 
in 1876. 

Produce sold 
in 1876. 

Kind of Produce. 

£ s. 	d. £ s. d. £ s. 	d. 
Framlingham ... 	... ••• 58 877 0 0 15 2 5 28 0 0 Oats. 
Lake Condah ... 	... ••• 90 816 0 0 9 1 4 49 18 10 Wattle bark, hides, skins, and 

arrowroot. 
Lake Hindmarsh 	... ... 64 476 0 0 7 9 0 213 0 0 Wool and garden stuff. 
Coranderrk 	... 	... ... 140 3,744 0 0 26 14 10 1,622 0 0 Hops. 
Lake Wellington 	... ... 86 522 0 0 6 1 5 180 2 0 Hops and arrowroot. 
Lake Tyers 	... 	... ... 73 600 0 0 8 4 4 65 0 0 Arrowroot, wool, and skins. 
All other stations (census returns) 581 990 0 0 1 14 1 

The receipts for produce sold at Framlingham and Coranderrk form a portion of the revenue of the Board; the 
produce of the other stations belongs to the several missions. 
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