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31.r. J. Parker, 	 610. I suppose you do not know the history of any of the blacks that were on your father's place, 
contmued, 

21d May 1877. except those one or two who were at Coranderrk ?—No, the rest have all disappeared. ,I do not know that 
I should know any of them now. 

611. You could not now lay your finger on any blackfellow who was brought up at the Protectorate 
who has survived, or whose children are making their way in the world ?—No I could not. 

612. I suppose some of those at the station were educated up to a certain standard ?—Yes. I have 
known some read and write very fairly ; but I generally found that the most intelligent were those that 
were the most industrious and, unfortunately, not very careful of themselves, and they were carried off by 
some consumptive complaint. 

613. Did you not find that even on the station, and those that had a certain amount of education 
and intelligence, they were still very childish and needed a lot of looking after ?—No, some were not at all 
childish. 

614. I do not mean as regards their intelligence, but as to taking care of themselves ?—Yes, they 
were not very particular in that respect. They seemed to me to take European diseases quickly, and they 
were carried off rapidly. Of course when I was a boy it was a great difficulty to manage them, as the 
station where my father was the protector was a penal establishment as well, and that made it very bad in 
my opinion. 

615. Physically you think their condition is better along the Murray. It is a healthy place ?—Yes, 
I think it is remarkably healthy ; in fact everybody speaks of it as wonderfully healthy. 

616. Suited to the blacks ?—Yes. It is hot four months in the year, but with a fine clear 
atmosphere, and you do not seem to suffer by it. 

617. In their native state I believe they were particularly fond of fish food ?—Yes, the natives of 
the Murray were. Some of those along the Murray now earn a good deal of money by hunting and selling 
skins, mustering sheep for a day or two, and the squatters find them useful in the flood season to assist in 
getting stock out from the frontages, but they do not keep the money long. 

618. All expended in drink ?—Yes, principally in drink. I have never been in the Barmah district, 
but I found them drunk. 

619. You do not find they have any difficulty in getting drink under the existing laws ?—None at 
all ; it is put in their way. 

620. And there is a good deal of prostitution P—I cannot say. I do not notice any half-caste 
children about. 

621. Have they children, some of them P—I noticed one or two adult half-castes at Barmah when I was up there. 
622. Where is Barmah ?—It is the name of a village on the banks of the Murray, between Moira 

on the Victorian side and Moira on the New South Wales side. It is a large bend in the Murray, about 
seven miles beyond Mr. Kinnear's station. 

623. Looking back, do you think Mount Franklin was as healthy a district as the Murray for the 
natives ?—I think the Murray is healthier than Mount Franklin. It is not so damp, and the climate is a better climate altogether. 

624. For them ?—Yes, for them. In fact I have seen older men on the Murray than I have ever 
seen before ; very old men some of them. 

625. That is a very good test ?—Yes. 
626. Do they observe their old habits or dress as Europeans ?—More or less they dress like 

Europeans. They carry their rugs and blankets, they wear trousers and shirts, and some of them boots. 
They take their boots off when they go to travel. 

627. Have you not noticed, physically, the blacks on the Murray, up and down, were always a finer 
race than blacks in other parts of the country ?—No, I cannot endorse that. Some of the natives on the 
Loddon, when I was young, were some of the finest men I have ever seen. There are some fine specimens 
of men on the Murray, but the women are just the reverse. Some men that I have seen on the Lower 
Murray are very fine men, but not many of them. 

628. I suppose there are very few on the Loddon now ?—I have not seen any blacks higher up the 
Loddon than Kerang. I believe there are one or two knocking about away to the westward, but none much 
beyond that. 

The witness withdrew. 
Adjourned to to-morrow, at Two o'clock. 

James Edgar, 
22nd May 1877. 

TUESDAY, 22ND MAY 1877. 
Present: 

His Honor Sir W. F. STAWELL, in the Chair. 
F. R. Godfrey, Esq. 	 A. W. Howitt, Esq., P.M. 

G. W. Rusden, Esq. 
James Edgar (aboriginal from the Coranderrk Station) called and examined. 

629. How long have you been living in Coranderrk ?—Five years. 
630. What part of the country did you come from originally ?—The Loddon. 
631. Lower Loddon, Boort, and Edwards' Plains ?—Yes. 
632. Some of the aborigines at the station were anxious to be examined by the Commission ?—Yes. 
633. They held a meeting ?—Yes. 
634. And you were one elected to represent them ?—Yes. 
635. What were the particular things that the aborigines wanted to mention to the Commission ?-

About the station. 
636. Just tell the Commission generally what were the views of the aborigines that they wanted 

brought forward by you and others ?—That we were quite satisfied with the station as it is—the management 
of the station. 
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637. You have nothing to complain of ?-No, nothing to complain of. 
638. There was a good deal said not long ago when Mr. Green left you that the blacks were very 

dissatisfied with losing Mr. th.:een ; is that the general feeling among the natives ?-Perhaps so. It is not 
with me. There was a few that were dissatisfied. 

639. Why were they dissatisfied at losing Mr. Green ; why did they not like Mr. Green to go away ? 
-A few of them. 

640. Yes ?-I do not know. They did not like to see him going away. I do not know. 
641. Have you ever had any conversation amongst the aborigines there with regard to any other 

matter-change of residence, or anything with regard to wishing to go to any other part of the country ?-
Some of them. 

642. Suppose there were a station formed on the Murray, do you think you would have any objection 
to go to it ?-I dare say I would. 

643. If there were a station formed on the Murray, would you prefer to go there or stop at 
Coranderrk ?-I think I would rather go down the Murray. 

644. I believe you are a teetotaller, are you not ?-A teetotaller. 
645. Are there many blacks that are or have been in the habit of getting drink near Coranderrk ?- 

I believe some place. I do not know where they get it from. 
646. I do not ask where, but have there been many cases of their getting drink ?-Not many. 
647. Only a few ?-Yes ; only a few. 
648. What are you employed at. What is your position on the station P-Overseer on the hop 

plantation. 
649. What pay do you get for that ?-Ten shillings a week. 
650. All the year round ?-Yes ; as long as I remain there. 
651. And your food ?-Yes. 
652. One ration or three rations ?-Three rations and a half. 
653. You have a wife ?-Yes ; and two children. 

4 	 654. Have you ever felt that you would like to go out and get your own living, like white men, 
away from the station ?-I have felt that I thought I would make more somewhere else. 

655. Was that before you got paid wages ?-Before. 
656. Would you care to go out now if a gentleman offered you a situation, or would you rather stop 

on the station as you are ?-I would rather stop on the station as I am. 
657. Will you tell me what you do ; what is your usual work on the station ; how do you begin the 

day ; are the blacks called together in the morning every day in the schoolroom ?-To go to work. 
658. Before they go to work ?-The bell rings at nine o'clock. 
659. What happens then ?-They go to work. 
660. How long do you work ?-Three hours in the forenoon and three in the afternoon-six hours. 
661. What do you do before work-before nine or after work-when you knock off?-We do not 

do much after we knock off. 
662. You do what you like ?-Yes ; at five o'clock the bell rings-at five in the afternoon. 
663. And after that you can do what you please-amuse yourselves, and do anything you like ?- 

664. And what is done on Sunday ; do you have any services there ?-Yes. 
665. What time ?-Eleven. 
666. Is any school held ?-Yes, on Sunday. 
667. For the children ?-Yes, for the children. 
668. Do you have a service in the afternoon after that ?-We have a service at seven o'clock. 
669. The blacks, I believe, are now healthy at Coranderrk ?-There is not much sickness now. 
670. There was two years ago ?-Yes. 
671. A great many died ?-Yes ; a great many died. 
672. Did they get the doctor to attend them when they were sick-when they required it ?-At 

that time ? 
4 	 672A. Yes ?-Yes ; they got the doctor. 

673. Were there any complaints amongst the blacks about their not getting enough attendance or 
medicine ?-No ; I have not heard so. 

674. If there is anything you wish to say to the Commission, if you have been deputed to say 
anything, speak your mind ?-I have not got anything to say. 

675. How did you settle at Coranderrk who should come down to speak for you ?-Called a meeting. 
676. A meeting of all ?-Yes. 
677. Did they nearly all attend ?-Yes ; every one of them attended. 
678. And how many did they choose ?- Four. 
679. Did you talk with them since as to what they wanted you to say ?-No; we just had a meeting 

in the morning and tame away. 
680. Not much talking at the' meeting ?-No. 
681. Soon settled it ?-Yes. 
682. You did not want any ballot papers ?-No. 
683. How long did the meeting last ?-Twenty minutes. 
684. You have got a schoolmaster there now ?-Yes. 
685. He teaches the children every day ?-Yes. 
686. Do you think the children are getting on well ?-I think so. 
687. Have you got. any children going ?-Yes. 
688. Do they get on well ?-Yes. 
689. As well as before, or worse?-Better than they did before. 
690. You can read and write?-No. 
691. Did you never go to school there P-No. 
692. You came in too late ?-Yes. 
693. You Old Mr. Godfrey just now that there was not much drinking amongst the blacks now ?-. 

Very few. 

Yes. 

James Edgar, 
continued, 

22nd May 1877. 
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694. Well, some time ago, was it always the same as that ; did more of them get drunk ?-I think there might be more before I came there, but since I came there there have been very few. 695. On the station you mean ?-Yes. 
696. You do not know what they get outside the station ?-No. 
697. You mean there have been only a few who have got drink on the station since you have been there ?-Yes ; there might be more. 
698. You do not know whet they do outside the station ?-No. 699. And it has always been the same since you have been there P-Yes, just the same. 700. And the place is quiet and orderly ?-Yes, good order. 
701. Now; as to the parents-the fathers and mothers-do they send their children to school, and 

take good care that they go to school ?-Yes ; some of them may take their children away for a few days, 1 suppose. 
702. As a rule, most of them, do they take care they go to school ?-Yes, they do. 703. If they do not go to school, does some one look after them. If they are kept away, who comes 

to see when they are away ?-Sometimes the schoolmaster goes round to see what they do. 704. How old were you when you came to the station P-I was twenty-two when I came to the station. 
705. What had you been doing before that ; living on the Loddon, in the hush, or in service with any person ?-Most of my time I was on my own hook breaking in some horses. 
706. What induced you to come to Coranderrk ; did you come of your own accord P-I did not come of myself, I was forced to come. 
707. By whom ?-Mr. Green. 
708.

When you say "forced," what do you mean ?-He told me I would have to come or else he would give me in charge. 
709. But you say you would rather remain there now with wages than go out on your own hook again and earn your own living ?-I would rather remain where I am now at present. 710. How many children have you ?-Two. 
711. Do they go to school ?-Yes. 
712. You take care they go to school?-I take care they go to school. 

The witness withdrew. 

Alexander Campbell (an aboriginal from Coranderrk) examined. 
Alex. Campbell 
22nd May 1877. 	 713. What is your occupation at Coranderrk ; are you stockman ?-Yes. 714. What wages do you get ?-The same as the rest. 

715. How much a day ?-A shilling a day. 
716. And your food-rations ?-Yes. 
717. Have you got a family--a wife and children ?-Yes. 
718. How many children P-Four, two my own, and two my wife's before I married her. 719. How old P-One is three. 
720. What rations do you get P-I get three and a half. 721. How long have you been at Coranderrk ?-Getting on for four years. 722. What part do you come from P-Lower Loddon. 
723. Boort ?-A little bit further down, Kerang way. 
724. What induced you to come to Coranderrk ; when you first came, did you come of 

your own accord ?-Yes. 
725. Had you heard of the place ?-I came of my own accord. I came down there to get married. 726. And you got married and stopped there P-I could not get away. 727. Why P-1 was living with Mr. Fisher at the time. 

me go. 728. Why could you not get away P-I asked Mr. Green when I came first, and he would not let 
729. Did you not see Mr. Fisher some time ago ?-Yes. 
730. Did you find any difficulty with the Board then as regards getting away P-I asked Mr. Ogilvie whether it was settled, and he said it was settled, but there was a letter that Mr. Fisher 

had not yet signed his name to. 
731. The difficulty this last time was with Mr. Fisher, not the Board P-Yes. 732.

Would you like to go. If you had an offer of remaining at Coranderrk or going back to 
Mr. Fisher, which would you choose ?-I would go. 

Ogilvie told you something ?-Yes. 
733. What prevented you from going when Mr. Fisher offered you the situation. 

You say Mr. 734. What did he tell you P-He said he took a letter to him, and he would not 
sign his name till the Board would meet some other time ; 

 •  and I waited and waited ; I did not like to bother him. 735. Mr. Ogilvie did not say he had any objection to your going ?-No ; he told me 
if he had authority I could go at once. 

736. What would you do with your wife and children ?-Mr. Fisher would keep them, and keep me too. I was fourteen or fifteen years with him-brought up with him 
737. You would not go without your wife and children ?-No. 
738. Your children are not old enough to go to school ?-Two eldest go to school. 739. Are there any complaints at Coranderrk about the way the children are taught-any 

com- 

plaints P-No, I do not think there are. 
740. Quite satisfied with the school ?-Yes, quite satisfied with the school. 741. Can you read or write yourself ?-No. 
742. You were one of four blacks selected to come down to speak on behalf of the blacks ?--Ye

s. 743. What were you to tell the Commission?-Well, we came to say we are agreeable there 
with regard to the management and the clothing that we are getting there. 

again P-Well, there is some of them wants him back. 
744. Was not there a great talk some little time ago, many of the blacks 

wanted Mr. Green back 
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745. Some of them, not all ?-No. 
746. Were there only a few ?-Only a few. 
747. Well now, supposing that there was a station formed, and now in existence, somewhere down 

the Murray-say low down the Murray, in that country-and just the same sort of management as at 
Coranderrk, and you were told you could go to that station on the Murray or stop at Coranderrk, which 
would you do?-I think I would go to the Murray. 

748. Why P-Because it is too cold for us that have come from that part. 
749. Those that came from the Murray ?-Yes. 
750. Do you think it too cold for all the blacks, or generally ?-I think it is too cold for them. 751. In winter ?-In winter. 
752. Is that one reason you would like to go back to Mr. Fisher ?-I would like to go back. 
753. Is it because you would get to a warmer climate you would go ?-Yes. 
754. What salary would Mr. Fisher give you ?-That was to be arranged. 
755. What did you get ?-One pound a week, before I was married. 
756. And rations?-Yes, and rations. 
757. What did you do with the money ?-I kept it, and bought horses, and one thing and another. 758. Where are they now ?-I sold them when I came away. 
759. Have you got any money put away anywhere ?-No. 
760. Cannot you put any money in the savings bank ?-No ' • we get candles, and one thing and 

another, and that takes all our money. Those that came from the Murray, it is too cold for them ; the 
ground is quite damp. 

761. Then if Mr. Fisher would take you back you would go at once ?-I would go at once. I was 
looking for him to-day at Kirk's Bazaar. 

762. Do you like riding horses ?-I have been boundary riding and travelling sheep. 
763. You are the stockkeeper at Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
764. Are the cattle increasing now ?-Yes. 
765. A good many calves now?-Not this year. 
766. How is that ?-There is no grass hardly for them. 
767. The run is not fenced ?-No. 
768. Many strange cattle on the run ?-Plenty. 
769. They eat up the grass ?-Yes, they eat up the grass. 
770. Have the cows had no calves this year, or do they lose them ?-Some of them got calves, those 

we are milking. 
771. The others have not ?-No. 
772. Did they miss or had they calves ?---" Miss," I do not know. 
773. Have you seen any cows not belonging to the station with three or four calves occasionally not 

belonging to the station ?-There are plenty of strangers. 
774. How many calves had they ?-One. 
775. Two ?-Only one I see. 
776. Do you know the meaning of "duffing ;" do you think any of the- station calves have been 

duffed at any time ?-No, I do not think so. 
777, But the run is overrun with strangers ?-Yes. 
778. Does that drive your cattle into the ranges ?-Yes. 
779. That gives the horses more time and trouble ?-Yes, drives them away. 
780, If you were away at Mr. Fisher's, how would you have your children taught when they were 

away, Can your wife read and write ?-No ; I would try and put them into a school. 
781. Is there a school at Mr, Fisher's ?-Yes. There are farms right round, and there is a school 

two or three miles away. 

The witness withdrew. 

Alex. Campbell, 
continued, 

22nd May 1877. 

' Martin Simpson (an aboriginal from the Coranderrk Station) examined. 
782. How long have you been at Coranderrk ?-Twelve years. 
783. Can you read and write ?-I can read a little. 
784. Cannot write ?-No, not very well. 
785. Where did you come from-your part of the country ?-Jim Crow. 
786. What brought you to Coranderrk ; did you come of your own accord ?-Mr. Green brought me 

there. 
787. Did he persuade you to come ?-He did not persuade me to come. I came of my own accord. 
788. How old were you when you came in ?-I have no idea. 
789. Do you know how old you are now ?-I am supposed to be about twenty-two. 
790. Then you must have been about ten when you came in ?-I was a boy then, but I have no idea 

how old I was then. 
791. You had no whiskers then ?-No, I had no whiskers then. 
792. Were you living at the station at Jim Crow ?-Yes, Mr. Parker's. 
793. Who were you living with there-had you any parents there ?-Yes, I had parents there, at 

Mr. Parker's. They were there for a day or two, and then they came to Castlemaine. 
794. Did they come with you to Coranderrk ?-Yes, they did. 
795. Did they remain at Coranderrk ?--Yes for a while; and then they went back. 
796. Why did not you go with them ?-Mother and father said they had best leave me there at 

the school. 
797. It was with their consent ?-Yes; I did go to school there when I was a boy, for a time. 
798. Do you ever read of a night now ?-Yes. 
799. You have not forgotten how to read ?-Oh, no. 
800. Do you read the newspaper ?-I can read the newspaper. 
801. Are you married ?-Yes. 
802. Have you got any children ?.-,No. 

Martin Si peon, 
22nd May 1877. 
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Martin Simpson, 

22 	

803. 
had a meeting up there-that all were satisfied with the station; with the management of 

the station; and we said we were all satisfied with the management of the station and Mr. Halliday. 
804. Was that the opinion of the meeting or just your opinion ?-It was most of us. 
805. Well, now you are satisfied with the station and Mr. Halliday; but when he came first you 

were not satisfied, and wanted Mr. Green back ?-That was those that laid the complaint ; those that were 
for Mr. Green at that time. 

806. How many of them ?-There was Bob Wanding. 
807. Was he at that meeting the other day ?-Yes, he was there. 
808. Many others there ?-Yes. 
809. It was a large meeting ?-Yes. 
810. Most of them there ?-Yes, we collected every one that was there ; every man on the station 

attended, only Willie Parker, and he happened to be in the bush. 
811. Supposing there were a station like Coranderrk, managed in the same way, down on the 

Murray, and you had the offer of going to it ; would you prefer stopping at Coranderrk ?-I should think 
I would rather stop at Coranderrk. 

812. You have got fond of it now ?-Yes. 
813. You do not think it is too cold for blacks ?-Certainly it is very cold in winter time ; because I 

should think if we had proper good buildings we should be far more comfortable than now. 
814. And not mind the cold so much?-No. 
815. You do not like the cold weather ?-No. 
816. You prefer warm ?-I like warm. 
817. You have never been down the Murray P-For a month or two. 
818. Did you like it ?-It seems very dry down that part of the country. 
819. Are you a teetotaller ?-Yes. 
820. Are there many on the station teetotallers ?-Not so very many. 
821. Are there very many the other way ?-Yes. 
822. Are there many that you think do get drunk-do you see many drunk ?-There were two or 

three drunk at the station. 
823. How long ago ; Iately?-Soon after the hop-picking. 
824. You have been there twelve years ; there is a few of them that drink now ?-Yes. 
825. When you first went there as a boy, was there much drinking then-more then than now ?-I 

dare say it is just the same as it was at first. 
826. There has never been very much drinking ?-No. 
827. Are they well behaved in the camp ?-I think they seem to be better behaved now than they 

were once. 
828. And contented and orderly ?-Yes. 
829. And peaceful ; no quarrelling 2-No, no quarrelling. 
830. Who was schoolmaster there when you first went there as a boy ?-Mr. Lang. 
831. Can you do any arithmetic, and work out a sum ?-Yes, I could work out a sum, multiplication. 

I could not do very well now. 
832. Why have you not kept it up ?-Well, soon after we were gone up a little bit we were taken 

out for work.-[ The witness was requested to read, but could only make out a few words.]-I could read 
anything in the Second Book very well, or the Third. I might stick at the long words. 

833. Supposing you were getting wages, you can calculate your wages ?-Yes. 
834. If you had a shilling a day, bow much would you have at the end of the week ?--That would 

be only six bob. 
835. At the end of the month, four weeks, how many "bob"?-[After thinking for some time]- 

Twelve. No, twenty-four. 
836. Before you came in you were a little bey ; have you ever been working out on your own hook 

for any one ?-No, I have not done any work on my own hook. 
837. Would you like to go out, or would you rather stop on the station and get what you are 

getting ?-I would rather stop on the station. There is another complaint that they made up there-that is 
the only one complaint that I was to lay down here-that we do not get sufficient meat. 

838. How much meat are you getting ?-Each working man gets 6 lbs. a week. 
839. Are they not all looking pretty fat on it ?-[ The witness laughed.] 
840. How many rations do you get ?-Four rations for two boys and my wife. 
841. How old are your boys?-One is nineteen and the other fourteen. They are not my own 

children, one is my wife's brother. 
842. You get a holiday on Saturday afternoons to do what you like, and after five o'clock on, week 

days you can do what you please ?-Yes. 
843. Is there anything to prevent your going out at those times and getting wallaby and 'possum, and 

fish and game--ducks, and those things. Could not you do that if you want more meat ?-Yes, but if you go 
out a whole day you might not get anything. 

844. How much meat would you like ?-A `couple of pounds more in the week. 
845. That would make 8 lbs. in the week ?-Yes. 
846. You get 6 lbs. How much does your wife get ?-I get 6 lbs. of meat in the week. 
847. How much does a woman get ?-She gets 6 lbs., just the same as the men 
848. And how much the boys ?-All over seven get 6 lbs. each, under that 3 lbs. 
849. How much flour do you get ?-37 lbs. a week, and 16 oz. of tea for myself, wife, and two 

young men. 
850. Do you eat all your flour, or could you do with less ?-I go on very well with the flour. I can 

keep enough to last me the week. 
851. But not the meat ?-But not the meat. 
852. Do those boys work all day ?-Yes. 
853. In the hop field ?-Not just now ; we are getting poles just now. 
854. Do you get a shilling a day now ?-Yes. 
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855. Whether you work or not ?-No, I have to work • it is according to the poles. 
856. Some go out job working ?-Some go out job working. 
857. And then they are not paid wages out ?-No. 
858. How much can you get for cutting poles ?-Two shillings a hundred. 
859. How many a day can you cut ?-We could cut a hundred. 
860. Stringy-bark ?-No, wattle. 
861. You get beef and mutton change about ?-We did at hop-picking time, but not just now. 
862. What are you getting now ?-Beef. 
863. Is there anything else you wish to say to the Commission ?-There is nothing else I could think 

of, only the houses-they might be better'. 
864. About the houses. Supposing a house is made comfortable, made nice and dry, could not the 

blacks that live in the other houses try and make their houses more comfortable, and keep them dry now ?- 
I can see no way of making them comfortable unless they get floor-boarded. 

865. But outside the but the blacks have heaped up the earth, keeping the air out ; they bank up 
the earth all round the ground plate. Have you seen that ?-I have seen one-the but you have been in. 

866. If the blacks were given the stuff now, do you think they could put up their own huts ?-Yes, 
they could put up their own huts. 

867. And do it properly ?-Yes ; and I was told, if there was anything asked about that, to tell you 
what I have-that they wanted them more comfortable. 

The witness withdrew. 

Martin Simpson, 
continued, 

22nd May 1877. 

Tommy Farmer (an aboriginal from Coranderrk Station) examined. 
868. How long have you been in Coranderrk ?-Thirteen years. 	 Tomm 

May 1877.
y Farmer, 

869. What were you before you came there ?-Brought by Mr. Green. 	 22nd  
870. When you say "brought," do you mean that he asked you to come, or carried you on his back; 

did he make you come ?-Well, Mr. Green went over to where we used to be-Franklinford, on the Jim 
Crow. He went over there to the Colac station, and there were eight or nine of us, women and all ; and 
those others went away back, and they wanted me to go back ; but I said I will stop till I can see how the 
station stands ; if the station will satisfy me , I will stop. 

871. And the station did satisfy you ?-Yes. 
872. Are you a married man ?-Yes. 
873. Have you any family 7-No ; I lost two or three children. 
874. At Coranderrk P-I lost three at Coranderrk. 
875. Were you married when you came to Coranderrk ?-I married at Coranderrk. 
876. How old are you now ?-It is over fifty. 
877. Do you know how old you were when you came to Coranderrk. Had you any whiskers ?-

Not so grey. I had the whiskers then, but not grey. 
878. How was it you were not married at Jim Crow ?-I was married at Jim Crow, and my wife 

died at the Castlemaine Hospital. 
879. Had you any children at Jim Crow ?-I had two children that died, my first wife's. 
880. Was Mr. Parker's station given up before you came to Coranderrk P-I believe a good bit 

before that it was given up. 
881. How did you get your living ?-I had a piece of ground what I got from Government in 

Franklinford, and I fenced it and that, and I had no tools to start with. 
882. No plough ?-I ploughed it myself. 
883. How did you get a plough ?-I borrowed a plough from several friends. 
884. How long had you been living on this piece of ground ?-I believe I may say six years. 
885. Did you support yourself?-Well, I, used to keep myself. 
886. By the crops ?-Yes. 
887. What did you get ?-Potatoes and wheat. The wheat that I grew I took to the Castlemaine 

mill and ground it to flour. 
88g. And sell some ?-Yes, and sell some. 
889. And keep yourself P-Yes, I did keep myself; but a great number of my own people came and 

camped round me and eat me out. 
890. If you had not been eaten out by your own people, could you have kept yourself ?-I believe I 

could, if they had not camped there. It was the same as the Government feeding them ; they used to be 
with me. 

891. Was that the reason you went with Mr. Green to Coranderrk ?--Well, this piece of ground I 
had I lose all my team, my bullocks. I lent it to Mr. Parker, and they took the lot of bullocks I had, and 
lose nearly all my bullocks. 

892. How did they lose them; did they die or stray ?-Two died and another one I lose. 
893. And that ruined you ?-That broke me down, and I could not get on. 
894. Would you like to go and live on your own account now ; earn your own bread by wages from 

somebody ?-From the Government ? 
895. From anywhere. Or would you rather stop where you are, and go and do what you were doing 

before ?-I do not believe in that; I have been too long living with the white people. I used to live with 
the white people when I was a boy, and I was brought up by the white people. 

896. Would not you like to go on a farm, and have a farm of your own ?-Not on Coranderrk side. 
897. Why P-That will not grow me wheat, and wheat is a valuable thing to grow bread. 
898. Where would you like to go to grow wheat ?-I cannot say. 
899. Supposing there was a station formed on the Murray like the one at Coranderrk, and you had 

your choice of going there or staying at Coranderrk, which would you do ?-I would sooner stick at Coranderrk. 
900. You like Coranderrk ?-.We are used to Coranderrk; and it is rather hot in other parts, the 

climate is rather warm for some people. 
901. And some of the natives cannot stand heat ?-Some of them cannot stand heat. 
902. And some do not like the cold P.-They are not used to it. 
903, Where did you ever see a native that cannot stand heat ?-Well, I could not stand it myself. 
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904. Where did you try it ?-In my part. It is nearly as bad as the Murray side. 
22nd y 1877. 	 905. How long were you at Mr. Parker's place ?-0h ! that was ever since I was a boy. 

906. You do not like the heat ?-No. 
907. You were sent down here by the blacks what have you got to tell us ?-We did come down to 

say about that we are satisfied with the manager. jWe have-and, as far as we understand, the people of 
Coranderrk says that we are satisfied with what manager we have. "What more can we want ?" they says. 908. Do you thinl that is the opinion of most of the people at Coranderrk ?-That is what we heard 
from most of the people. 

909. And no one said anything contrary ?-Well, there was some fell back again according to Mr. Green. 
910. Why did they like Mr. Green better ?-That I cannot tell you. 
911. Have you not got some idea of what you think is the reason ?-Well, I ought to know a little 

about it. Well, that is why we are satisfied, because we are getting more clothing from this manager. 
912. More than Mr. Green gave you ?-Yes. 
913. Better clothing ?-Better clothing. 
914. And more food than you used to get ?-We are getting more food than we used to get; only 

the thing is we are short of meat, according to when we work in the hop ground, and so on like that. 
915. Have you heard any complaints about the children not getting well taught at the school ?-No ; 

but what we have seen ourselves, they are better as it is. 
916. Than it used to be ?-Well they are in school, and well looked after, I believe. 
917. Do you think the parents, are they well satisfied ?-Yes ; because the children are well clothed and kept clean. 
918. And taught well ?-Yes. 
919. Have you heard any complaints either about when any one is sick not being properly 

attended ?-Not lately. 
920. Did you hear that before ?-Well, there was a meeting there, but I was not in it. 
921. You have been thirteen years there. How long ago was it that there were some complaints 

that they were not treated properly when they were sick ; who was manager then ?-Mr. Halliday was 
manager then, I believe. 

922. Just after he came ?-Yes. 
923. Mr. Halliday has altered it now ?-Yes, I think so. 
924. You say you were managing for yourself, and had a farm. Do you think that blackfellows, 

generally, are able-if they were given a farm to-morrow, could they manage their own money and business 
properly. Do they understand enough ?-If they had their own farm ? 

925. Yes, or would they be cheated by the white men ?-That is the worst of it. 
926. Do you think they would be cheated ?-I think so. That is, we have got no proper under-

standing how to manage this business. 
927. You think the white men would take advantage of you in the dealing ?--The white ? 928. You want to be helped ?-Yes. 
929. Where about is your hut-in the main street ?-Yes. 
930. Which side of it, the same side as Mr. Halliday's or the other ?-The same side as Mr. 

Halliday's. The lower part of the building goes down to the house. 
931. Is the floor damp ?-Yes. 
932. No boards ?-No. 
933. Supposing the but was boarded, would you try and keep it dry ?-I would be very glad. 934. You would not go and put the earth all round the ground plate. That is what makes it damp? 

-Earth is what makes it damp. I want a little high block. 
935. To let the air go under ?-Yes. 
936. Do you think that if they were made dry the blacks would try and keep them dry, and not put 

that earth round them ?-Yes, I understand now what you mean. 
937. You see it is a bad thing to put the earth up as you used to do in olden times ?-Yes. 
938. Is there anything else you want to tell us now 7-Well, there is nothing else to say except what I said. 

The witness withdrew. 

Mr. Hugh Hamilton Halliday examined. 
939. You are Superintendent at Coranderrk ?-Yes. 
940. When were you appointed P-On the 28th March 1876, and I have been in charge since. 941. You sent in a full report on those questions submitted to you ?-I have. 
942. Do you wish to add anything else to that ?-Nothing at present. 
943. You have reported in that how the blacks on that station are conducting themselves well under 

your management ?-I confined myself to the questions ; I do not know whether that was one. 
944. How are they behaving, as a rule ; are they amenable to discipline ?-Yes, they are. 
945. Easily managed ?-As a rule, yes, they are easily managed. 
946. Grateful for kindness ?-They are. 
947. As a rule, are they well behaved. Are there many fond of drinking ?- Drinking is confined 

to a few on the station. I made out a list of the number of cases of drunkenness that occurred during the 
last fourteen months. There are about twenty-nine adults on the station that I never saw the signs of drink 
on since I was there. I should say drinking was confined to about seven or eight individuals. I never 
knew but one woman to be drunk on the station, about a week after I went. 

948. Is she well behaved now ?-Yes, ever since. 
949. How do they get the drink ?-I believe they get boys in Healesville to go into public-houses 

and buy it for them. 
950. They do not get it themselves ?-No. 
951. It is not supplied to them personally ?-I applied for a summons for a hawker who gave drink 

to them on the day of the election, the 1 1 th of May. I wrote to the Clerk of Petty Sessions for the 
summons. I questioned the natives where they got it, and they told me. 

952. Do you find the natives truthful when you speak to them ?-Yes. 
953. When the natives at Coranderrk do work they are paid for work ?-Yes. 
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954. What wages do they have ?-Twopence farthing an hour. 	 Mr. Hugh H. 
H alliday, 955. At whatever work they do. Occasionally they work at piece-work ? At hop-picking they 	„,,,d, 
t Ma get 3d. a bushel, and they earn, for four weeks in the year, about 15s. to 20s. a week, besides what they sla y 1877.  

may earn at shearing time. 
956. Do they get rations in addition ?-Yes, rations and clothing for themselves and family. 
957. What are the. rations ?-A man, 10 lbs. of flour, 6 lbs. of fresh meat, 4 ozs. pf tea, 2 lbs. of 

sugar, a couple of pannikins of rice for the family, and a couple of pannikins of oatmeal if they require it. 
958. That is for each man ?-Each man gets 10 lbs. of flour, 6 lbs. of fresh meat, 4 ozs. of tea, and 

2 lbs. of sugar. 
959. Does a woman get the full ?-7 lbs. of flour, 6 lbs. of fresh meat, 4 ozs. of tea, and 2 lbs. of 

sugar, besides oatmeal and rice as much as they want. 
960. The children get half rations ?-Yes, all under seven. 
961. Is that sufficient for them ?-Yes ; I think so. 
962. You have not heard any complaints ?-No ; when I first went there, adults had only 7 lbs. of 

flour, and it was considered insufficient, and increased to 10 lbs. for working men. 
963. Neither as to flour or meat do they complain ?-The meat ration they consider insufficient. 
964. Do you think it insufficient ?-No ; I think it is quite sufficient. When we kill station cattle 

they generally get 1 or 2 lbs. extra weight, if the beast is over 4 cwt. 
965. Do they supplement their meat ration .by buying meat in the neighborhood ?-Yes, and by 

fishing and hunting. 
966. And now they can buy from the butcher ?-Occasionally they do buy from the butcher. 
967. Have they not some spare time. during the week in which they can hunt ?-They have every 

Saturday. 
968. Independently of those rations ?-Yes. 
969. Do they take advantage of that ?-Yes, they do, and on moonlight nights. 
970. Is their game all that they can eat ?-Yes ; wallaby, 'possums, and wombats. 
971. And fish in the creek ?-Plenty. 
972. How is the school progressing ?-Under Mr. Dean's management, I think it is progressing 

favorably. I have noticed an improvement since he has come there. 
973. Are they attached to him ?-I think so; I have heard no complaints, and the average attendance 

is very good. I am in the habit of going into the school and examining the scholars. The full number of 
the pupils is forty-five, and the average forty-one. 

974. Are the girls boarded in that house well behaved girls ?-Yes. 
975. Nothing to complain of ?-Nothing whatever. They do what they are told. ~ They are very 

good working girls. 
976. Make their own clothes ?-Yes ; they are cut out for them, and they sew them. 
977. Is the work of the schoolroom, the culinary work, done by them ?-Entirely. 
sm. And are they good cooks ?-Very good ; they can bake well. 
979. Would they be able to go out and take a situation as domestic servant ?-I believe they would, 

that is some of the older ones. 
980. Do you think it would be desirable to send them out in that capacity ?-There are twenty 

children altogether, but there are only five large girls. 
981. I mean the principles ; from what you have seen of them, their habits and nature, do you think 

that they could be trusted out in domestic service, that it would be safe to engage them out ?-They would 
require to be in very good service. 

982. Some care should be exercised as to the persons who should be allowed to engage them ?-Yes, 
clergymen for instance. 

The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned to to-morrow, at Four o'clock. 

• The witness subsequently stated by letter that there are several aborigines at Coranderrk who he 
considers should be licensed out to responsible people, being well able to earn their own living. 

WEDNESDAY, 23nn MAY 1877. 
Present : 

His Honor Sir W. F. STAWELLj in the Chair ; 
G. W. Rusden, Esq., F. R. Godfrey, Esq. 
A. W. Howitt, Esq., P.M., 	I 

The Rev. F. A. Hagenauer examined. 
983. We wish to have the benefit of your long experience in managing the aborigines, and any 

suggestions you wish to offer ?-I shall be most happy. 
984. In reference to management or conduct of the stations or any matter, and then we will ask you 

any questions ? I understand. I propose to make a statement first of all. I thought it would be more 
advisable in the first instance to answer the printed questions. The first question is this-" What is your 
opinion of Ramahyuck as a place for ma aboriginal station ?" "In my opinion the Ramahyuck statiou is 
admirably adapted as a residence for aborigines. 1. As a sanitary station ? From past experience I am 
able to state that no better place could be found in a sanitary point of view." You have inspected the 
station yourselves ; since the establishment we have never had any great illness among the aborigines; 
they are very happy and are all very healthy. Different diseases have been about in the district, such as 
scarlet fever and measles, and not one of our natives have had them though the measles were within two 
miles of the place. The rate of deaths is two or three a year, so that rather an increase is taking place than 
a decrease. The next question is about the stations in respect to temptations, and I am happy to say that 
there are no such temptations to our black people. In days gone by they used to be given to drink, but all 
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Rev. P. A. the settled aborigines on the place have given it up. There are only two or three who take to it still. 
continued, The first means I used was to see the publicans themselves and speak to them in a kind way and to show it 93rd May 1877. 

was not wise to give them drink, and then if they still supplied them I would give notice to the police. 
In regard to the blacks I used religious and moral influence over them, showing them how foolish it was ; 
and we have succeeded so far that, with the exception of those wandering ones, there is no drinking, and I 
can let them go to any place and they will not take intoxicating drinks. I have said here " the inmates of 
Ramahyuck are no longer exposed to temptations by reason of its proximity to the surrounding white popula- 
tion." I do not believe, on the whole, the other mission stations can do much against the influence of drink except 
by moral and religious influence. It is far better to train the natives themselves to resist the temptations, 
and that that can be done is proved by my place. The natives there were said to be the worst in that 
country, and they have given it up. " 2. Can you make any suggestions for improvement of its management 
or as to maintenance of discipline at aboriginal stations r " The patriarchal system carried out hitherto has 
answered satisfactorily, but it might be desirable for the future to have some simple rules for the manage- 
ment, and scales to regulate the supplies, which could likewise be applied to the maintenance of discipline." 
I believe the patriarchal system carried out hitherto is the only way to deal with them. I do not think 
that even a law passed would settle the point—the influence of the managers must be the thing which keeps 
discipline and order ; of course I think it would be advisable that either through the Aboriginal Board or 
through this Commission, or perhaps through the Parliament, some rules might be laid down for the guidance 
of both parties, the managers as well as the natives themselves. These rules ought to be very simple : for 
example, in handing over the Government supplies they would have to know what is their quantity they 
receive every day. In regard to provision the scales ought to be clearly defined, both for the natives and 
the managers, so that there could be no misunderstanding, and also who is to give it out. I would suggest 
that sick among the people, and old people and children, should be wholly supported from the income of 
stations, or from the Government if that is not sufficient. Our able-bodied men and women do work for 
their Government grant, •or for the income of the station. A very simple rule can be easily laid down, as 
I have done so for many years—men to work a certain amount for the Government provision. There is 
a rule in the old regulations of 1860, which I suggested then, and have acted upon that, that it is not 
expected able-bodied men to be supported by the State wholly, but to endeavor to earn their own living 
on the station or elsewhere. If that rule is laid down, men settled on the station with comfortable homes 
must do for that provision and clothes a certain amount of labor, and then, besides, to be paid according 
to their labor, and also women and youths. Our rules at the different stations are all the same. 
The women are expected to help in sewing, instead of getting the made clothes from the Government. 
We get the materials and work them up each woman is supposed to do a certain amount of the 
clothes besides keeping her house, say making a shirt or pair of trousers for her children or other 
children, and this gives them the satisfaction of thinking, " We are not living here as paupers ;" they 
do it in a willing and cheerful way, and when Saturday comes they bring their • work and know they have 
earned their living. I think it advisable to have some simple rules drawn up. It may happen that 
a drunken man may complain that he did not receive his full amount when he thought he ought, and this 
leads to correspondence. Only about a week ago a case occurred. A man was employed with my consent 
at a neighboring place for a fortnight. He earned a pound a week, and spent all that money in the fore-
noon of one day at Bairnsdale, and got drunk, and was put in gaol. On being let out he came to the station 
to get his provision, and I said I would give it to him if he worked to-morrow, and when the morrow 
came he did not, and I refused to give the provision. The man walked off and complained to one 
of the local guardians at Sale, who wrote a most impertinent letter to me, claiming the right to direct me 
to supply the man with all the necessary things that the Government provided for the natives, and 
stating that he was communicating the facts to the Royal Commission. If rules were laid down such cases 
could not happen. Those rules will greatly help in carrying on the discipline. We have no other means 
but the withholding of payment. We should then have the power to enforce discipline by withholding the reward if a man be lazy. That is the only case where disobedience will happen. I cannot complain in my 
own case, but on some of the other stations I believe the natives join together and annoy the manager by 
threats as to what will be done to him. Now my people and others said in the case I have just referred to-
" If that man gets the provisions by the instructions of the local guardian we do not see any reason why we 
should work." The discipline would of course be put down in those rules, and I should be happy at any 
time to assist in drawing up a set of rules if the Aboriginal Board wish it. The next question is—" Do you 
think it desirable to pay for the labor of the aborigines ?" I say, "I think it very desirable to pay according 
to their labor if funds are available." If we want to raise these men to live on their own intelligence and 
labor we ought to pay them. I have done so from the very first on a small scale. For the little labor I 
wished they got a small payment, and now we have a little income from the station. They are paid the 
best we can ; but not yet according to the value of their labor, because the means have not yet been forth-
coming. Nevertheless the question is easily answered—that they ought to be paid. Some of my men 
for a time, when we had not a sufficient income, did not take Government supplies. Letters came from the 
late Board stating there were no funds, so we threw the matter out altogether, and lived on their own 
income. For the future, I do think it is very desirable that they should be paid. The next question is-
" If so, in what manner ; whether by money alone, or by money and rations and goods, and at what rates or 
prices ?" Before answering that I have to put a question myself—where would the funds come for paying 
that labor, from a Government vote, or by putting the stations in sufficiently good working order ?—but they ought to be paid. 

985. The latter should be aimed at ?—Then my answer is "In a few cases it may be of advantage to 
pay by money alone, but in most cases by money, rations, and goods at current rates and prices." I had 
three or four families who for a time had a sufficient income and supplied themselves. I kept a sufficient 
quantity of stores myself, and always do so. I got them from a wholesale store in Melbourne. The natives 
felt quite happy in supplying themselves. They bought their chests of tea and bags of flour and sugar, and 
were quite contented with it. But that would be only in a few cases in the present state of the aborigines ; 
with the others it would be needful to pay by money and by rations and goods. I do not know whether it 
would not be desirable to state clearly to them the value of the goods they get, because the old idea amongst 
them was—" The Government gives us these goods, and we can do with them what we like." 

In many cases they would take the clothes and sell them, though this has not happened in later years on the stations 
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I am acquained with, and not at all on my place. They ought to be made to fully know the value of the 
goods they would receive as payment for their labor besides their rations and clothes. That could be put 
in the rules. But we must pay them a little for their labor in money, and the more they rise in civilization 
the more they need comforts in their homes. On the whole, I find they use the money very well. Of 
course the amount to be fixed need not begin high. I pay from Is. 6d. a week up to 10s. a week, according 
to the labor done. One of my young men (Donald Cameron) is so capable that he virtually manages 
the station in my absence. He sends me all the letters and looks after all the stores. I can with 
confidence leave the whole in his hands. Now such a man as that deserves a higher payment than one who 
only goes on for two or three hours, and perhaps will not work even then. The sick and infirm should of 
course not be included in that rule. The next question is—" Do you think it advisable that rations and 
goods should be purchased on the station, and a store kept for that purpose ; and, if goods, of what kinds 
should a supply be kept ?" I say, "I think it advisable that goods and rations could be purchased on the 
station by those who receive wages, but the aged, infirm, and children should be supplied free." But to 
have a general store, and to supply all, I am afraid we would come in some difficulty yet—that is for all, 
because the sick and the others would have to get it for nothing, and those who work would justly 
complain—" You give us the money, and then afterwards make us give it back by buying things from you." 
The aboriginal mind works in that way. He says, "I take the money in my pocket, and it is mine." I 
have had this experience with some when I have paid them and expected them to buy stores ; they would 
not do so. They said they had earned the money and could do what they liked with it, and that is quite 
right ; but the money would be spent foolishly. How to meet the difficulty I cannot at present see. I do 
not see how those who receive very small wages conic' purchase sufficient rations with the money. At the 
same time I believe thoroughly in having a store. For years past I have done so, getting clothes and goods 
wholesale from Melbourne, and the natives can see my ac -counts and the prices paid for the things, and 
know that there is no profit gained by it, and they are glad to buy. At all the stations I believe that it 
could be arranged and would be a great advantage. The next is—" Would it be practicable to pay to the 
managers of the stations the wages earned by aborigines instead of to the aborigines themselves, and thus 
encourage a resort to the stations for what they want, instead of squandering their money elsewhere ?" I 
say, "This would be a good plan, but I do not think that it can be carried out all through. As regards 
Ramahyuck, it does seldom happen that blacks are working away from the station." If we have to deal 
with good men employing the aborigines, we will receive the money the same day. A neighbor of mine 
employs a young man who has about £30 in the bank at the present time. I make it a rule that after they 
have passed the standard of education any young man who wants to settle should provide for himself. For 
the one I have referred to, I am going to buy building materials for his own cottage ; and the gentleman 
with whom he is will gladly hand over the money, but many will not do that, and there is no law to force 
them, and they say, "we are not obliged to." Besides it is no satisfaction to the blacks except they are 
induced to agree to the money being handed over, and in many cases it happens that the man employed has 
drawn out all his wages before reckoning-day comes. That is the general experience with the natives. 

986. And at the end they still think they have the money coming in ?—Precisely so; that is the 
general experience. What is suggested in the question would no doubt be a good plan, but I am afraid it 
is not practicable. At Ramahyuck it seldom happens they want to leave to work away, the reason being 
that they see they earn more at the station with the rations and money, and have all the comforts of a 
home. I can make no further suggestions on this head ; and would only add that I think if it were made 
law and then found that it could not be carried out it would be worse than not having a law at all. 
"Do you think it advisable to board out orphan children ? "—No ; the reasons are, of course, many. 
Several cases have shown that the children do not prosper away from the stations. Colonel Anderson 
had a little boy, who for a little while was a pet in the house ; but he grew disobedient, and after a 
time they could do nothing with him. He was a very wild child. His parents had been shot in 
Queensland, where he was rescued. I was asked to receive the boy, and he is now getting on very 
nicely in every respect ; and the arrangement is that after he has passed the standard he is to be given 
back again ; and no doubt he will go on very well after that. Now, if such a child as that were to be 
boarded out I do not think you would find many people take sufficient interest in the child ; it is almost 
unnatural. In this case the greatest attention was paid to him, but he was like a fish out of water, 
and needed influence such as is to be met with only on the station. I know several cases of girls. Captain 
Phillips, a squatter in the western district, had one. The child was prospering very well ; got a good 
education, and was in every way looked upon as a child of the family, but when she came to a certain age 
—thirteen or fourteen—the black nature got so strong in her that her mistress was glad to get.her to my 
place out of temptation, away from the men on their station. I could give many other similar instances. 
Another reason is that if the stations are to be kept up, we must have a boarding-house for the children, and 
it would not be more expensive to keep them there than anywhere else. The next question is, "Do you think 
it desirable to encourage the aborigines to hire their labor out to employers in the country, either for long or 
short terms" My answer is, "Past experience has shown that, with very few exceptions, hiring out to 
employers has rather been injurious to their moral and physical condition than otherwise, for which reason 
I do not think it is desirable." I would not say they shall not be hired out. I would just leave it an open 
question. Some good and able men and even women at times may do very well. It depends to which 
place they go ; but on the whole I do not think it a good plan. They would just wander about, change 
their masters frequently, and at last return to their old state. At certain times their labor may be very 
valuable. Down our way at hop-picking, for instance, it would be a great benefit, and perhaps also during the 
harvest. The next printed question is, "Having regard to the disposition and habits of the aborigines, do 
you think it desirable that the youths should be apprenticed to learn trades or occupations ?" Now, my 
opinion on this I have already given to the Aboriginal Board, and it is this, that " the Aboriginal Board 
ought to have the power, in cases where youths wish to leave the stations, to apprentice them to a trade or 
occupation." The Board of course to authorize their managers to take action when any case presented 
itself ; but it would only be needed in very exceptional cases—only perhaps where a boy happens to be very 
lazy or dissatisfied on the station. For a time when they have left school they think they must be men 
and see the world, and if one sets his mind on leaving the station we have no power to keep him. Then it 
would be a better plan for the Board to have the power to apprentice them to farmers or any other business. 
Such a case, however, would only happen once ; when they see they are to remain at a place, a second 
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Ragenatter, case of going away will not occur. The next question is, "1545 you think it desirable to encourage 
contomed, 13rd May 1877.  handicrafts at the stations, and of what kinds ?" I must day `think it is rather early to think of that. " 

do not think that the time has tome for doing it, bat it may be kept in view for the future." On all our 
stations—Lake Tyers, Ebenezer, and Ramahyutk--we have very few youths. At my place there are only 
six or eight, and if we want to make the 'station self-supporting we must have young hands to do the *Ca: 
I would not prevent one going if he likes to go, but they generally like to remain, and with hops or arrow: 
root or olive when it comes we mast have hands to do it, and it is just these young inch who want to settle 
by and bye that we want. I do not think you would get one to slide ,Making. Carpentering or black-
smithing is good, but I think it would be injurious to take a tradesttan to the stations to teach them or to 
send them out to learn. I speak of the mission statiOns. The missionaries generally know a little of 
every trade. You have seen the buildings at my plane. They do that as far as it goes—the Carpentering 
and all that sort of work can be learned front the missionaries; but to keep it in Vie* for the ftittire I dd 
think would be desirable. The next question is, "Should the Main object of a station be to train the 
aborigines to earn their living abroad or to form self-supporting communities on each station." The 
answer is very easy—that " the main object should be to form self-supporting communities." 

987. For all future time ?--4 do not know that it should be as long as the world lasts ; but we have 
only to deal with the generations we have, There may not be many following generations. I fancy that 
would be the only good way to let them have a home now, and to make those places self-supporting instead 
of scattering them about. Their moral status and their self-control is riot strong enough for scattering 
them abroad yet—it may be in the future, but it cannot be done now—they would fall back into their old, 
state. The next question is—" Have you any suggestrinis to make as to the treatment of the aborigines ? ' 
I answer, "A kind, Irv, just, and business-like treatment Ought to be tarried att." All those can he 
combined together very easily. We all know you cannot force a black Mali to do anything ; he needs coaxing, 
and when it is done it must be done in a business-like way, pointing out the advantages, such as—" If you 
leave your home you will fall into temptations or fall into evil hands, you will be better off at home." Just 
use persuasion of that sort, but if any plans are adopted they must be justly carried out. The last question 
is, " Can you give any information as to the aborigines who are not at the stations, the number in your 
district, their condition, and mode of obtaining a livelihood ; and can you make any suggestions for the 
amelioration of their condition'?" I can only answer for my place, and I am happy to say, "There are 
only few who are occasionally absent from the station, but when away they live mostly by begging which 
could easily be stopped by the police. There are only about four or five who absent themselves from my 
station. They will wander away sometimes, though they have the station as their home. Two or three of 
them are married and of course their wives follow them ; and the wives go about begging and supply the 
men with food -; and if they can earn a shilling here and there they spend it in drink," 

988. Those are persons who are never on 'the station ?-0h, yes, they come for a time, perhaps for a 
fortnight at a time. Now that begging I believe could vet)* easily be stopped by the police if they were to 
be punished for begging when it is known that they can be supplied at the station. I have adopted this 
mode: the moment one left I 'aerate to the police inspector that a man or woman had gone with the evident intention of begging, and this has answered very well. As to the drinking difficulties I hardly know what tto suggest. I have gone to the 'publieans and pointed out to them that it was Bony to supply the aboriginals 
with drink ; and I spoke to the aborigines as a whole about the folly of it, and all with the exception of the 
few I have mentioned do not drink anymore.; but how to punish them I do not know. I fancy the aborigines 
ought to be punished too. If they want to enjoy all the privileges of white men, they ought to know that if 
they continue drinking their punishment will be increased. They laugh at being put in the lock-up for a day. I remember one time it happened twice with a man. He behaved rather in a bold way with the 
policeman, and he got a month in gaol, and was employed to split firewood, and the man told me it was the 
worst time he ever had—to go in there and split firewood—he would never drink again. Such a cure would 
be an immense benefit. That finishes the questions. The first general remark I have to make is in 
relation to the education of the children. I believe that the State school system is the best. From the 
very first I have advocated that. I met with great opposition from certain quarters, but I went at the time 
to M. Higinbotham, the Attorney-General, and he said, if the law prevents you from doing it, I will move 
an. amendment in the House that you shall be put in the way of enjoying the same benefits as all the people 
in the country. After that the matter was put right by the Education Department, and the result has 
shown that the black children can he educated like any other children. I do not say you will get the 
highest percentage, though we did for several years. I have two reasons for wishing that the native 
schools be in the enjoyment of the State school system. The first is, we get the benefit of the public 
inspector regularly, who comes and examines the children in the way it ought to be done. That 
relieves the managers, or the general inspector, or the Aboriginal Board, of a very great responsibility. 
Secondly, the teacher, knowing he has to give an account to the Education Department, will look out 
to do his duty, and receive his remuneration from the State. I do not think that the secular education 
from the State will in any way clash with the religious element on the station. It does not. We 
have the children all day, and we have sufficient time to teach religion and morals, and philosophy if 
necessary. This I can say from experience : if the stations under my superintendence had only station 
schools, withotit the State inspector coming, I would find a great difficulty. Sometimes I would have to 
examine the schools, and to examine the teacher, which would be unpleasant sometimes, if he wants to go 
his own way. In every way I believe it is most judicious to have it under State inspection. The benefit I 
have received has been very great. Of course there was never any interference in the religious element by 
anybody—we can teach as much as we like. At present Lake Tyers is a capitation school; that will cease at 
the end of the year, and steps will have to be taken as to what is to be done in future by the committee. 
There is another question which I think a very difficult one, which should, if possible, be settled—if the 
position between the missionaries and their committees and the State could be defined. There is of course 
no definition in any way. Originally the thing commenced in this way :—We Moravian missionaries 
came out to the colony, and in 1858 a parliamentary committee sat, and I gave evidence then ; but the 
question was never raised what is the difference between the State, .or what are the functions of the 
State and of the missionaries. The fact is the State did not take any interest except to help us a bit. 
All we received was a grant of land, and a little provision, not sufficient. There were several enquiries 
after that, up till 1860, when I got a petition presented to Parliament, which was favorably received, 
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and, after several conferences, the plan was adopted, that a board should be appointed in Melbourne, 
Rev. F. A. 

and district boards all over the colony, and afterwards correspondents took the places of local boards; lainanauuecel: au'r. 
yet neither the commission from the Governor nor the Aboriginal Board ever defined our position. 
At this time I received a grant of money by a vote in Parliament ; and when the Treasurer gave me the 
Cheque, I said "Well, I am very thankful, but I rather feel awkward with that money, and there is 
not a soul to whom I am responsible." Afterwards, talking the natter over, he said if I got trustees 
appointed for the land in the Winunera district, we might fall back on the trustees. Mr. Service said that 
was the best plan, and the trustees Were appointed several days after ; and I handed the cheque to them. 
low this reserve was given to the Moravian mission. I know nothing about the law, but it was advertised 
in the Gazette as a grant to the Moravian mission, in trust, and it still is in trust. When the land was stocked 
With sheep, the State never gave a penny to it. Subscriptions were collected from all parts of the world ; 
and the income from the sheep is handed over to the aborigines. We have agreed well yet ; but it may 
Come to pass that the State may claini the whole property some day, and I think it very advisable that some 
tififtriskin should be made in this case. to Gippsland again, I was asked, in 1863, to establish that station. 
I went there. Mr. Duffy was Commissioner of Lands, and refused to give any land. A select committee 
was appointed, and I was examined. Mr. Heales was chairman, and the committee agreed that the reserve 
should be given ; and the understanding was that the State allowed us to live on the land, to build houses, 
to fence, and to stock it, but to account to the State for it ; and should the land be taken up by the State at 
any time, the State would remunerate us ; but I never got a document about it. In later years a good deal 
of Money has been spent on fencing—I have the accounts—and the old members of the Aboriginal Board 
were quite agreeable to pay for the work, but they had no funds. Other stations got fresh meat for the 
aborigines ; and I stated to the secretary of the Board that if he would give me the money, instead of buying 

butchers' meat, I would -very shortly raise a small stock an the station. Instead of buying meat, he sent a 
small amount, but not enough to pay for all that was put on the station. I keep accounts of everything what 
is my own or the blacks; but there ought to be some understanding; and it ought all to be in the hands of 
the Aboriginal Board. I do honestly helve that I may get refunded for the boundary fence for two paddocks, 
which I myself put up at the expense of the mission. The church committee, thinking that the property 
belonged to them, arranged for the work—fencing to cost £800—but I had to sign the bill of agreement. 

4 A little -while after the district surveyor wrote and told me that I was in a great difficulty—that I had no 
security ; and that if I went on there was no claim for the £800 except on myself. So I went to the 
Commissioner Of Lands, and he said he hoped I was not a foot to go and erect fences which would not 
be mine, as no church had any claim on the land. As there was then a possibility of the land being 
selected, the work was stopped ; but there were already two paddocks fenced, and the bill was in my name, 
and in the course of years I had to pay it ; but I hope to be refunded some day. 

989.
How much did that aniottit to ?—The one was £154 and £50 interest, and the other was about 

£150 of £160. Of course I have the receipts of the bills. 
990. were those accounts paid out of the mission money ?—No ; out of my own salary. My com-

mittee threw it up, and though rightly I could have claimed the money, I did not want to fall out with my 
committee, in which case I wotild have run the risk of losing the salary. 

991.
I understood you to say that those paddocks were fenced and let ?—They were not let ; it was 

proposed, but it was never carried out, owing to what was done. The next thing is about the buildings on 
the stations-•of course the State has given to toy place a little. They have assisted in the erection of the 
boarding-house, and now it has been enlarged, but I cannot finish it, though I still hope to do so. For the 
future—I speak for my station—it could easily be put into a self-supporting position ; there is very little 

wanted. It is not fully stocked. A small sum, I cannot say how much, is required, or if we wait a year or 

two the cattle will be sufficiently increased. 
992.

What would you require to make it self-supporting ?—I would fully stock the land with cattle. 
There are not many required. I would, secondly, improve the hop plantation. If we had had irrigation 
last year we would have had a large crop—that would not be very expensive. Then, for the benefit of the 
natives, we have splendid iron roofs, and we ought to have under-ground tanks. 

993. In fact, the station put in proper working order'?—Yes, the station That tion put completes 
in prop all I proper working king 

order, and a few more cottages built—that is all that is required for my station,  
to say. 

994. Have you the means of giving an approximate staterrtet of the t he itemsotal e detail
xpenditu

?—I
re 

 couldd if  

refer to my books. I will send up such a statement. 
995.

There is a piece of land, I believe, on the station which, I believe • is private property ?—Yes, 
it has been sold over and over again till I bought it. 

996.
How was it not first included ?—While negotiations were going on to secure the whole of the 

land for the station, a man paid his deposit and selected the land mentioned. 
997. And it had to be bought again ?—I had to buy it. The man was a great zuisance and buy out 

wanted 

his roads, and sent a petition about it, and on my applying to the President, the advice I got was to  
the man and settle the point. 

998.
And you did ?—No ; I applied to my committee and others, and twice to the Central Board 

and to the Commissioner of Lands, from whom I received the sure answer—that the man was the rightful 
'owner of the land, but the department would exchange it. But when it came to the point, none of my 
applications were successful. Then it went to the hammer, and I bought it afterwards. 

999.
How long was it between the time it was selected and the time you had to buy it ?—Twelve 

years ; and it changed hands several times, and rose greatly in value. 
1000. What amount had you to pay to get it grey ley ?—£2 12s. an  acre, and the other expenses would 

bring it up to £450, but I think I would get double that price if I sold it by auction now. 
1001. Have you got any interest for the outlay ?—Yes, I have a small flock of sheep feeding on the 

land to enable me to pay the interest. The land ought ultimately to be included in the station. 
1002. The rules you spoke of woad be, I presume, for enforcing discipline on the different stations, 

and to be applicable to all ?—Yes, to secure discipline on all. The first is in regard to the provisipn how 
much a man is to receive—the sick, the he 

althy, and the children. Each ought to be la id down, though it 

might be a hard matter for the Aboriginal Board to fix. It is not satisfactory at present. 
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Hagenauer, 	 1003. You wish those rules, in fact, to enforce discipline on the natives, and at the same time to be 
Rev. F. A. 

eanttnued, a protection to the managers and to the public ?—Yes, and to ensure uniform management and thorough 
23rd May 1872. impartiality ; it can easily be done. 

1004. In connection with those rules, would you prescribe the amount of remuneration to be given 
to the natives ?—Yes, I would. 

1005. You think there should be a maximum and a minimum ?—Yes, I do. 
1006. Would you draw any distinction between the artisan and the simple laborer ?—Yes. 
1007. Supposing that a native had learned to make himself useful, say at rough carpentering or 

rough masonry?—Yes, I would do that, and, if practicable, I would make it approximate to the scales of 
white people. 

1008. To what extent would you pay a native—for the full value in proportion td the work he 
performed, as compared with the work of a European, or would you make any reduction ?—If a man does 
his work fully and well, he should be able to support his wife and family. 

1009. Would you make that man purchase his own food and for his family, and at the same time 
supply others gratuitously ?—I know the rations would be counted as payment—part payment. 

1010. You would estimate rations and lodging ?—Yes, and clothes. 
1011. How would you meet the difficulty that might be raised—a willing, industrious man may say, 

"I am obliged to work to an extent sufficient to support my family in food, clothing, and lodging, and 
there is a man in the next cottage who has received quite sufficient for himself and is doing not half the 
work which I am performing;" how could you reconcile the difference ?—My practice has been to tell the 
man, you work on, you are not sufficiently paid, but when we have more income from the station we will 
raise your wages. 

1012. But the difficulty will increase the greater your income ?—No. 
1013. How will you deal with a man hardly able to work, though willing, whose labor would be 

worth scarcely anything in the market ?—Those who are not at all able to do the work would get food and 
no wages. Those who do a little work would get small wages. They have a sense of justice, and would 
be satisfied with that. 

1014. I can see that, if his inability proceeded from infirmity; but if it proceeds from a certain amount 
of indolence and incapacity, there is a vast difference ?—I do this. I give them a certain work in contract. 
One man may do the work in three days which another does perhaps in a week. Then of course the work 
is to be paid so much for, and if he works a week on it, then he has less. I pay by the job ; there are very 
few I pay by the time. 

1015. But there may be some men working by the job who never earn enough to support them-
selves ?—Yes that is true too. 

1016. I want to provide against their drawing invidious distinctions and getting dissatisfied ?—Well, 
I do not know how to meet that case. 

1017. If you increase their pay according to their intelligence ; they are getting more valuable, and 
getting to know better the value of money, and they may reflect : "I can earn three times as much as that 
man, and I am getting comparatively little more than he. ' Is that just ?—No. In this one answer I have 
said that a kind, firm, just, and business-like treatment is needed. 

1018. But that is not business-like. Supposing you were really to award to them the full rate of 
their several values in the market, one man would be starving, and the other comparatively in opulence ?-
Hitherto I have had no difficulty, but I suppose it is the future you are looking to. I suppose you must do 
on the station as you would do outside. 

1019. You trust to paying them by contract ?—Not all through. Some get by the week, but I do 
as much as possible by contract. 

1020. Then you should start with this provision : all are to be fed if they work, and of those who 
do not work only those who are ill and incapable are to be fed ?—But if they refuse working altogether—
able men—I would not give them any food. A lazy man would not get anything. 

1021. What would be your maximum—would you give an able-bodied and willing active man the 
full value of his labor ?—I would do so ultimately. I wish to do it, and look forward to it. 

1022. With reference to the payment to the manager of the wages earned outside, the desideratum 
being that the money shall be expended not in the public-houses, but profitably, on the station, in clothing or 
useful objects, do you think a store could be established on the station itself, furnished with the articles 
which the natives usually wish to purchase on earning money ?—I do. 

1023. Would the fact of the articles being sold at cost price be a sufficient inducement to make them 
buy on the station, instead of paying more for the articles outside ?—I believe if the articles were on the 
station they would prefer those on the station. 

1024. It has been suggested that when a hawker visits the station there is an attraction to the 
natives—buying and showing the articles about ?—The thing is this, that if the goods are on the station they 
will buy immediately after they get the money, but if there are no goods they will wait till the hawker comes. 

1025. Do you think that would induce the men to spend the money, when they have earned it, off 
the station ?—Yes; practically we have carried that on. 

1026. Only on a small scale ?—Only on a small scale. 
1027. Would somebody be needed to take the store ?—You mean a storekeeper. No, it would not 

take much time during each day. 
1028. By getting goods at wholesale prices in Melbourne you are able to sell at lower rates than the 

hawkers ?—Yes. 
1029. You have encouraged the natives to put money in the savings bank ?—Yes. 
1030. Could you give us a statement showing how many of them have availed themselves of that 

encouragement, and how much ?—It is only small amounts. I keep for all the young people money boxes. 
There all their wages go on Saturday evening or on the first of the month, and from those boxes they pay 
small expenses that they want. That is the first step towards a savings bank. There is only now one who 
has an account in the savings bank. I dare say it has been up to £14 or £15—that is at the Post Office 
Savings Bank at Stratford. Another young man has about £30. He gives it to me, and I put it in my 
name in the National Bank, to prevent him drawin g  out, and to get the interest. I dare say that there 
are on the whole about twelve or fifteen who deposit their money under my care, and they get their interest? 
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1031. Do they intelligently understand that they gain the interest—that it does not touch their 
capital ?—Yes, thoroughly. 

1032. And you think you can, get them to explain it to their fellow natives ?—Yes, there is no difficulty. One l  of them bought mining shares, and got dividends ; but I believe the shares have gone down. 

1033. You said this shop or store would be of special advantage in a place like Lake Tyers ?—Yes; and it would at my place too. 

1034. But there they are at too great a distance to go to the temptation?—Yes. 
1035. Dos you think they have sufficient control over themselves when they go hop-picking and to 

other work to keep their money, and bring it to the station, and buy in the shop there ?—No ; I think it is 
generally spent before they get home. They take it out in provisions. 

1036. They go in for living comfortably ?—Yes. 
1037. Do their wives accompany them ?—Yes. 

1038. Have they no influence over them to buy something for the house when they get back?—
There is very little money comes back ; it is all gone before they return. 

1039. Then this working off the station is very unprofitable ?—It is. My men do not go. 
1040. Although not actually practicable with all, yet I suppose there are some managers who send 

the balance, if any.—Yes. 
1041. That ought to be encouraged ?—Yes ; I agree with that fully. It ought to be enforced. If 

we get good men to deal with we are right enough. But, on the other hand, it is difficult. The aborigines 
themselves want to get the money. They want to get it even from ourselves when they do contract work. 
They will give it back to put in their boxes, but it must go through their hands; and the inferior class object 
to paper. It must be gold or silver. 

1042. They invest no other way than in the bank ?—No. 
1043. Would you encourage them investing in stock P-1 did, and I was pleased with their progress, 

but they got careless, and I had to draw in, and buy the stock back. Even the best are not ripe for that. 
The only way that answered was to give them a piece of ground to work for themselves, and let them 
have the income from that. 

1044. We examined four natives from Coranderrk, and two of them said they were teetotallers ?— 
Oh, yes ; there is nothing new in that. Most of mine are teetotallers—not signed the pledge, but they 
abstain entirely from drink. 

1045. You can trust them ?—Thoroughly. 
1046. You object to the boarding out of orphans ?—Yes, I do. 
1047. In addition to the reasons you have assigned, do you think there is any affection amongst the 

natives themselves for the orphans even on the part of those not related to them ?—Yes, they all objected to 
the idea. Before I left I had all the people before me, and I explained it in a kind way, saying that the 
Government only wanted to do the best for them ; and I asked their opinion, went through all the questions, 
and this one they most decidely objected to hear. They felt it cruel to the children even that their brothers 
or sisters should be taken away to another place. 

1048. There is a great affection amongst themselves ?—Yes, not to let the children be sent away. I 
remember one case of a little child who had been adopted by a white family which turned out at eight years 
of age a wicked little child, and the man who adopted it brought it before the police and wanted it sent to 
Sunbury. I went to the police court and saw the child, and the natives whom I had explained it to 
besought me not to let the little black child be sent to Sunbury. The child was handed over to me on the 
guarantee that it would be cared for. 

1049. How did the natives know of this ?—They know of every one in the district. 
1050. Did they themselves speak to you ?—On every account they begged me to go and get the child, and she is turning out a useful girl. 

1051. There cannot be a doubt but that it would be a mistake not to cherish that affection ?—Yes. 
1052. As regards the hiring out ; if you hire out those men who can work, you state that it is a 

loss to the station ; and if, in addition to that, they come back no better ?—They always come back 
the worse. 

1053. Then, in connection with this subject, comes in the question of the absorption of the natives 
in the community generally—I mean as a point to be looked forward to. Do you think that, humanly 
speaking, we may entertain any hope that that will take place—that we can improve them so that they 
will subsequently take the same place as the rest of the population ?—I believe that is a great speculation. 
I believe that the race is dying out. They do really decrease very fast. 

1054. Supposing that they still continued, whether few or many, can we look forward to their 
attaining such a degree of civilization, and such a capacity for business, as to enable them to take their own 
position in the community generally ? — It would want generations. It would not be in the present 
generation ; and even those who are educated and brought up well, I do not think they would be able to 
fight their way. 

1055. Following up that very expression, do you think they have energy and capacity to support 
themselves, and to fight their way amongst other people generally ?—They may for years, but they will 
finally break down. I know one man who was employed and independent for over twenty years, earning 
£50 a year, but finally he broke down , and was glad to have a refuge on the mission station. 

1056. What did you attribute his break down to ?—He is getting old and failing in health. 
1057. That might happen to a European ?—Yes ; but the question would then be what would be 

done with the natives ; the whites can go to the Benevolent Asylum. 
1058. But it was not his lack of strength of character ?—I am not sure of that. 
1059, It is asserted that they would require some one to look after their buying and selling—that 

they do not possess what we call a business capacity P-1 think not. 
1060. That is a conjecture ?—Yes ; we look forward to that ; but at present they must be guided—

old and young, and all of them. 

1061. Have some of them been entrusted by the Government with land which they farmed for 
years ?—Yes, there are some men still who would not take any support. They go as cattle drovers, and 
support their wives. 
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1062. You have been more than twenty years amongst the blacks ?—Close on twenty years. 
1063. And you have, no doubt, read statements as to their incapacity of their appreciating and 

taking to heart religious instruction in the Christian faith—now, what is your experience upon that point ? 
—You mean conversions to Christianity., 

1064. Yes ?—I believe I could give you over a hundred instances of men consistent Christians to 
the end, really and truly from first to last—their moral life and whole habits have proved it. 

1065. So that you are quite of opinion that statement is an error ?—That is an error founded on an 
old supposition. I have just had a tract printed on the subject of our first convert, in which there are facts 

bearing on this point. 
1066. Your life has been spent among them during those years ?—Yes, and for their good. 
1067. And that is the result of your observation ?—Yes. 

The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned to to-morrow, at Half-past Two o'clock. 
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Present : 

His Honor Sir W. F. STAWELL, in the Chair ; 

G. W. Rusden, Esq., 	 F. R. Godfrey, Esq. 

A. W. Howitt, Esq. P.M., 
Rev. F. A. Hagenauer further examined. 

1068. We were on the gathering in of outsiders. Well, now in connexion with that there are 
several points. I will enumerate them. briefly, and ask you then to express your opinion. There is a diffi-
cult question in connection with that, whether it is advisable, having formed the station, to stop the present 
supplies of food and clothing delivered by the guardians of the aborigines. These men receive it and the 
natives receive it from them, and I believe it is very judiciously given, at the same, time it is encouraging 
them to stay away from the stations ; if there is a suitable station to which they could go, is it wise to 
continue that supply, and, on the other hand, how is it to be stopped without inflicting privation by stopping 
it hastily. Also connected with that is the formation of a new station, and where would be the most 
suitable place ; we thought somewhere on the Murray. Also as to severe punishment for confirmed 
drunkards, that is an increased punishment for continuous offence, likewise the stopping of begging. First 
of all, where would be the best place for a station ?—I suppose this has only reference to the Murray 
blacks ; the stations already in existence would cover all other parts of the colony, I think. I might perhaps 
ask this question—How many natives are there along the Murray ? 

1069. Well, we have not ascertained exactly, but it is much smaller than we anticipated ?—I stated 

that before. 
1070. There are not more than 300 blacks altogether away from the stations ?—That is according to 

my calculations. They are not all along the Murray ; I scarcely think you would get more than 150 along 
there. I stated my views to the Inspector that if it could be managed, that if those natives could be 
induced to come to the existing stations without going to the great expense of forming a new station, it 
would be better ; but if that could not be done, I believe the best way would be to form a station on the 
Murray ; but it would have to be considered in two ways :-1. Should that station be a station only for sick 
or infirm, in fact a sanatory station, or a station for the black people in the neighborhood only, or for all others, 
as a sanatory place. I do not think there would be much difficulty in, inducing young and strong men to 
come and settle at the stations now in existence. I have also heen asked by the Inspector if I 
would be prepared -to receive the children from the Murray into my school boarding-house, and in fact the 
boarding-house was partly enlarged to receive all the children along the Murray. It seems that the parents 
as well as the squatters in the neighborhood where they mostly lived were all inclined, and pressed the 
point, to get these children to the school. Mr. Ogilvie communicated with me, and I arranged to make the 
journey with him and see for myself, and then get the children in a friendly way without using any 
force. There would not have been a great difficulty ; it was also arranged that the mothers should 
follow the children over to me. We chose Gippsland as the best place, away altogether from the temptation 
to return to their places. We have some of the Murray blacks with us now, and there is never a wish to 
return to the Murray. 

1071. Is it not too cold ?—No ; it is not cold ; it is very little different ; in fact, the climate is very 
mild ; very different from Coranderrk ; and so the question was left open for further consideration between 
the Aboriginal Board and myself. However, now as it comes before you, it is right to inquire into the 
matter, whether the proposed plan for the children and the mothers who would follow should be sent to me or 
the new station. The children would, however, come under proper care and instruction sooner if they are 
sent to me, as it would take some considerable time before a new place could be formed. 

1072. On this point, would it not be more easy to induce them to come to a station on the Murray, 
not so far as Gippsland ?—It will be to get them, but it will be also an inducement to go home again ; you 
could scarcely keep them there so near. It requires great persuasion ; the same work as we have had on 
all the stations. It takes years to persuade them. 

1073. Do you think that the Gippsland Station is more advisable in consequence of the distance ?— 
Yes ; being separated from this part, I believe so. 

1074. Do you think, apart from that, it is better to induce them to come to a formed station, more 
likely to get them to stay than at a newly-formed station ?—Yes ; I think so, especially the young ones. 

1075. You would not take the young ones without the mothers ?—The mothers want to follow, and 
they asked it themselves. 

1076. And the fathers ?—I was not asked to take the fathers, but I said if they would come, and 
the Board would give assistance, I would take them. However, if a station could be formed it would be all 
the better, I suppose. 



41 

1077. If I follow your views, it would he better to enlarge the existing stations ?—That is number 
one ; but if that could not be carried out if the Government would not do that, then the second point 
would be to form the station. I think it best to divide them among the others, or to bring them over to us, 
out of temptation altogether. 

1078. You select Gippsland, as more separate ?—The fact is, I do not want to put myself forward in 
any way, but after Mr. Ogilvie inspecting the stations, and the difficulty he had at Coranderrk, he proposed 
that if I was willing to receive them it would be best ; and we concluded that it would be better for 
ourselves if we could get them ; the more we get the better our aim as missionaries is carried out—to do 
good to the people to whom we have been sent. 

1079. Do you anticipate any dispute between those you already have and the new ones ?—No ; 
those tribal differences have ceased long ago with us ; there is no idea any more of that. 

1080. It has gone out by the force of circumstances ?—Yes, died out. 
1081. It was suggested to us that if the whites were aware of the desire of the Government, and 

that it was made unlawful for them to retain the natives, and they were in that way led to offer no opposition, 
then the natives will leave comparatively easily ; do you concur in that ?—Yes. A squatter, Mr. Ruther-
ford, has about 30 at his place—spoke to them and to Mr. Ogilvie, and it seemed almost the day fixed 
when they should leave, but I believe the unsettled state about the blacks and the former and present inquiry 
left the matter undecided. 

1082. All of them ?—That was the children and mothers, and it was expected the men would follow 
in a friendly way, and it was left that I should go with the Inspector and see them first. 

1083. We are told there are some on the western side of Victoria ?—There cannot be many, it must 
be very few ; they would come to Lake Condah from Mount Gambier, and I believe settle for good. 

1084. Then, following out your views, they would leave Lake Condah and go back to their own 
haunts ?—That may be, but they, being so few, would, soon remain. 

1085. Would it not be better to induce them also to go far away with less likelihood of their return-
ing ?—That is correct in one sense of the question, but when you had the stations already near, I would not 
try to bring them to Gippsland, because those from Tataiara, North-west Wimme•a, are already going to 
Ebenezer ; they have fixed that as their home, and could be induced to remain. 

1086. The wandering remnant of the Murray tribes scarcely ever visit the stations ?—That comes 
to the next question of the stores. It is only those that are altogether out of reach of the stations I am 
speaking.of at this moment. From Swan Hill they have been occasionally at Ebenezer, but you will hear 
from Mr. Kramer that the main reason is that they are almost better supplied by the local guardians or 
correspondents. 

1087. And they have nothing to do for it?—And nothing to do for it. There is one man living near 
Ebenezer, he writes an intelligent letter, and he says, " We prefer this place ; we get a bag of flour, a bag 
of sugar, and have nothing to do for it, and enjoy ourselves." It is very natural that they would choose 
that. If that was stopped, and they were first informed, "You shall get it for half a year longer, but in the 
meantime this is to be your future home," and no more provision to be sent to these places, then they would 

•  naturally fall back on the stations. I speak this from experience of the blacks in Gippsland. There were 
a good many depots—one at Port Albert, one at Bushy Park, one at Snowy River, one at Bairnsdale, 
and the amount of rations sent to those places was very much more than we get now or ever received. I 
took possession of a great deal of flour at Bushy Park Station which was not fit for food for pigs. I sold 
it, and could not get more than 30s. for the whole lot. I had great difficulty in persuading the Central 
Board not to send to those gentlemen any more ; they were very nice gentlemen, but the things were wasted 
by the blacks or often sold. The blacks would not come to the station until it was stopped altogether, and 
the result was that they have all come and settled down. 

1088. Conceding that to be quite right, supposing you gave six months' notice, do you anticipate 
they will come in at the expiration of that time ?—Not all, but some will ; and ere long all will come, 
and I suppose the Government would be quite ,excused if you say, " You must make up your mind to come and receive it there, or you will not have it at all." 

1089. The only difficulty is that some may be attached to some particular localities and be unwilling 41 	to come, and though you might deprive them of the supplies they have hitherto depended on they would 
not leave that spot and come to the station ; and if you make an exceptional case, you make a risk of the 
system not being carried out ?—No, that is not needed at all ; it is not a hardship at all. That clinging to 
the locality vanished soon away in Gippsland, even with the oldest men, like old King Jimmy. He would 
come and say, "Upon Mount Wellington is my home, give me a little ration ;" and he would travel home, see his country, and in a fortnight he would come back. Those were extreme cases of attachment. 

1090. Old kings ?—Yes, old kings ; young men are not affected by that, except drawn by the love 
of drink given to them by white people. 

1091. Do you not think they would follow the food to where it was to be obtained if it was not to 
be given by the guardians ?—I think so, as a rule ; I think almost entirely. 

1092. Then the fact of stopping supplies would have the effect of bringing those people to the 
stations ?—Yes, and the only means of keeping them in discipline. 

1093. From 	your knowledge of the Ebenezer station, is there any need of opening a new station on 
the Murray ?—I would only increase the existing station ; if there is any need of a station it is higher up. 

1094. There are just as many lower down as high up ?—Yes. 
1095. Excepting those natives you refer to on Mr. Rutherford's station, I do not think there are any 

about Albury ?—Yes. 
1096. And from the upper Murray you could take the children easily ?—Yes, I have been informed so. 
1097. You are quite willing ?—I am. I will go myself if I am instructed to do so by the 

Government in company with the Inspector and perhaps one of my own Murray blacks. 
1098. As to those who have been on stations, do you anticipate any opposition on the part of the 

station masters .—That would only be in regard to the able, healthy men who could do some work ; they 
would not care for the others. 

1099. Do you think there are many healthy men ?—I do not know for myself. I do not think you 
would meet with much opposition from the squatters and selectors, because the natives are a nuisance ; they quarrel and fight and have lazy fits. 
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1100. Then with reference to this punishment for repeated drunkenness or some means for stopping 
begging, do you think that is necessary, following out the views you have already expressed ?—I stated a 
little yesterday, but it belongs to this particular question again. When they know here is a place that they 
get provision, where they are cared for physically and in every way, then it is not more than right, if they 
go begging, that they should be stopped from doing so ; they ought not to go begging. 

1101. Do you think that the habit of begging is not so inveterate but that it might be stopped ?— 
I do. 

1102. How could that be done ?—Easily, without any great punishment to them. I have practised 
it. When they went to neighboring townships I have gone to a policeman and I said, "You do me a favor 
and yourself ; if you keep these begging men over-night you will have trouble ; you just tell them to clear 
out and go home," and generally the police have willingly assisted me, and I do not think any case came 
before the court ; they generally followed when they knew the policeman was instructed to do it, and was 
in earnest. 

1103. Then instructions to the police would be the thing ?—Yes ; I have tried that, and always 
successfully. 

1104. We were told that some on the New South Wales side of the Murray were very much 
attached to the locality, and were supported by the gratuities of the squatters ; they go backwards and 
forwards from the north to,the south side ?—Yes, they do. 

1105. Do you think if they were spoken to, and the advantages explained to them, they would be 
induced to come to the station ?—I believe so. There is this difficulty—they are cunning enough to say 
when a policeman or man in authority speaks to them, "We do not belong to this side," and cross the 
Murray for a short time ; but I think that by kind persuasion and urging they are open to argument ; 
when they are not drunk they will be induced. 

1106. Then it was a mistake establishing those depots ?—It was a mistake. I have said so always 
to the Secretary of the Board, and I have had strong arguments with gentlemen who kept such depots. 

1107. Until the stations were firmly established, as they are now, it would not have been so easy to 
attract the natives as now ?—It is right the reverse. The moment a station was established, or before it was 
established, when I travelled through the country they were all willing to follow me at once, but those 
depots were just the thing that kept them back. I believe it was a great mistake from the first, and even 
till now, to have them. 

1108. Would the blacks that did not know you follow you ?—There is not one black that does not 
know the places and know of the stations. They know me pretty nearly everywhere. I do not think we 
would meet with any great difficulties in this respect if the depots were stopped and begging, and, of course, 
drunkenness must be punished. 

1109. And with this six months' notice you do not anticipate any suffering ?—Not a bit. 
1110. You think that simultaneously with the six months' notice action might be taken to get them 

in before the six months had expired ?—Yes, that should be done. 
1111. I suppose the managers of the different stations should be requested to go round and gather in 

as many as they possibly could ?—And they would be very willing to do so, I believe. 
1112. They would not go without ?—No ; in the first place, it would be the Inspector's duty to look 

to that. 
1113. Would they be as willing to go on the suggestion of the Inspector as yourself ?—Of course I 

do not know. I have not seen the new Inspector himself, but I believe joint action would be the best. 
1114. If the Inspector went, having authority, would that influence them ?—Not in a bouncing way. 
1115. I mean the fact of his being a man in authority, would that influence them ?—Yes, I 

believe so. 
1116. Are they not more easily persuaded by those who are accustomed to their ways than by 

others ?—It would be very difficult to get those men persuaded. 
1117. I ask are they not more easily persuaded by those who are accustomed to their ways than by 

others ?—You mean like the managers from the stations or squatters ? 
1118. My question is this, a person who is acquainted with the ways of the aborigines could persuade 

them more easily than one who is not ?—Of course that is very natural. 
1119. Are you able to say from your own experience whether you think the aborigines have respect 

for authority for the laws, if it is explained to them that it is the law ?—That depends how far their 
civilisation goes. In their wild wandering state there is very little respect for white people's laws.  ' 

1120. But in their wild state were they not very obedient to their own laws ?—Most completely, but 
their laws are different from ours. 

1121. There was no such thing as disobedience of their own traditions ?—No. 
1122. And among those who have come in and been civilised you find the same obedience to 

our laws ?—Yes, of course, and my plan has always been to train them to know the laws of the country, 
and to fulfil them, and in no way try to introduce other laws for themselves, but as much as possible stick 
to the law of the country. 

1123. Do you think they have as yet sufficiently advanced to wish to obey the law through respect 
to it, apart from fear of punishment ?—I do not think they have much fear of punishment, because very 
little punishment has been inflicted on them as yet, and they are fully aware of it. 

1124. Their obedience is from respect rather than fear ?—Yes ; most decidedly. 
1125. There is nothing else occurs to you on this point—any practical suggestion in reference to 

carrying it out—the scheme seems most desirable, but it may fail in carrying it out ?—Yes. 
1126. There are some camps of blacks in East Gippsland, what do you suggest as to those ?—They 

differ from ours in so far that they are wild yet. We have heard for years of large tribes, and the natives on 
the stations expressed their great fear lest the others would come and fight, and kill them. They evidently 
seem to have done so at the beginning when Gippsland was discovered, and white people, even people living, 
remember the great fights that took place ; but the fear , as to these Warrigal tribes was groundless—they 
never came—and we came to the conclusion that they were no more in existence. I sent a full report 
some years ago about the Gippsland natives, stating the names and localities to the Central Board. 
The Warrigal tribe were not to be found, but only lately appeared. They were a few young men 
coming from the Maneroo country, until a greater number of them appeared, and, it seems, came from the 
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source of the Murray. They call themselves Murray blacks, and some have Murray names even. Mr. 
Bulmer will be able to give information about this. For the first time they came to the station in the most 
miserable condition, in health and morals, through smoking opium. I spoke to them, almost every one, and 
they seemed altogether inclined to make that place, Lake Tyers; their home. They were tired of the state of 
their lives, and were pleased that the enmity that was formerly between the Gippsland Proper tribes and 
themselves had disappeared ; and the consequence was that the first work I had to do was :—An old man 
brought his daughter, and said, " Marry her in your way to a young man here, like the white people ; I 
cannot, because it is against my law. You marry them, and I will come back again." 

1127. Why was it against his law ?—I do not know ; some way or other—some tribal relationship. 
He disappeared the day I married them according to law ; and the next day old Jack appeared again, and 
they have ever since been on most friendly terms. 

1128. That was a remnant of respect for an old tribal marriage law ?—Yes ; but he submitted to 
our law. 

1129. Have you any idea how many there are of those Maneroo blacks, those wild fellows. Did 
you ascertain from those who came whether there are any more ?—There were a few more, over thirty. 

1130. Might they be gathered in by visiting them ?—I think they would be most easily gathered in 
to Lake Tyers ; most of them will settle on their own account, and even if a few old men go, they will soon 
return. There is no temptation beyond Lake Tyers, and if Lake Tyers is put into a proper position for 
self-support, I think that will be easily done ; besides I do not think many of them will live long, the 
opium smoking has settled them. 

1131. You said something about the food ?—At my place. You asked what was to be done with 
children whose parents had been refused food. I was not prepared to answer that question, because it had 
never happened to me. Next time I asked about it at Lake Tyers, and I found that it must be regulated 
as we have it at Ramahyuck, that the boarding-house provides for all children at any time. There is 
cooked food, and baked bread, and clean beds, and every child is welcome, for all it is provided. If the 
parents, for some reason, are not receiving rations the children know that for them there is food, and 
properly cooked food, better than they have in the camp, and at a meeting I made it known to them all 
as a rule in general. I never could have a child refused food. The men might have their rations stopped 
for a day, but they know their children are supplied in any case.. 

1132. With reference to handicrafts, you seemed to think that it was better to have men generally 
handy, having a little of several trades than to teach them one special trade ?—I believe so. 

1133. Why is that ?—The reason is, first, the labor on the station. If the station shall be self-
supporting it will require the labor of the young men, who are very scarce. We have not many men to do 
the work, and I fancy if one is encouraged to learn a trade and work at it on the station, it wants more 
scope and usefulness; we could not have a show for it at the station. A young man wants a change of 
work. 

1134. Do you think that the disposition and temperament of the blacks are opposed to their learning 
and working at one trade ?—I think they are opposed to learning and working at one trade—they must 
have a change. 

1135. That of course may be with the present generation, but I refer to the young men now being 
educated under your own hand P—Not the present ones yet. It may be when the new generation comes 
from them; but I cannot say it of them. 

1136. Have you any hope for the present young ?—No, not for trades. • 
1137. What is that, the old, wild instinct ?—That is the old, wild instinct ; even among clever young 

men. Mr. James, at the telegraph office, asked me once for a youth, he was a Gippsland youth, to become 
an operator. I believe he would have turned out a good operator, but he would have turned bad also in 
his life. I hope, by-and-by, to get some trained to be teachers. I have one now, very able, teaching 
as an assistant ; and I hope he will pass by-and-by the examination and teach on the station. 

1138. Is that not more likely to be distasteful than the trade ?—No ; if you employ a tradesman for 
four hours a day for five days a week it is different from putting a man to his trade always, and when he is 
not at the school he helps with other work. 

1139. There is a variety then ?—Yes, and even teaching itself is a variety. 
1140. When the stations are all enclosed, all in working order, fewer hands would be required ?-

That depends on what has to be done on the station. On a station like Ebenezer there would be little use 
for all the men if farming or something else is not done ; but on a station like Ramahyuck, with hops and 
arrowroot, hands would be always required to do the work, whilst at the Wimmera sheep-farming would 
need very little help. 

1141. What would you do with those hands during the slack times ?—The work must be varied. 
Whilst you work in summer with the hops, you work in winter with the arrowroot. 

1142. Take Lake Tyers, where only arrowroot would be grown, would you allow them to go and 
look for work in the slack time ?—I believe there is sufficient work for all of them for some years to come. 
Ringing trees and improving the country gives an immense deal of work, and I believe will repay itself. 
The country is poor, and there are the men to do it. Then basket and broom making could be commenced. 
That part up at the Wimmera was as wild as anything, and for years I have been working with the 
aborigines to clear away scrub, and every man was working, and by so doing the place where the station 
stands is now a nice clean place. 

1143. Do you think that agriculture could he carried on with any advantage on the station, the men 
growing crops, wheat, oats, barley ?—It would not with me ; it does not grow in payable quantities. I have 
tried wheat successive years, and I scarcely got anything. The country is not fit for wheat, but I understand 
that round Ebenezer there are a good many white people's farms; and if so, I cannot see any difficulty for 
the station to do so. 

1144. Supposing the land was suitable, do you think it would be desirable to encourage that P —I 
would do so. I do not mean on a wholesale scale, but to work it for themselves. 

1145. You think they are fit for that ?—Every man on my station is fit to plough. 
1146. Are they as good as white men at ploughing ?—That is my experience. All my men plough, 

and do it nearly as well as the white. I give it them in turns, and they do as well, I know ; and the boys 
are all very fond of it. 
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liagRev. F. A. 	 1147. Can they take care of their ploughs, harness, and horses; would you trust them to do that?— enauer, 
matenued, No ; I have to look after them ; but I fancy with many white people you would have to look after 24th May 1877• them the same way. 

1148. Do you think as much with the whites ?—White people would be superior in this way, but 
generally speaking there is a room for the ploughs and harness. They have to bring it back and put it in 
this place, and I simply look if it is there. 

1149. But still you think this supervision is necessary. The Commission wish to know particularly 
this, may they look forward reasonably to these men being educated in such a way as to shift for themselves 
and support themselves ?—Yes ; I think that is only right and just, and can reasonably be expected ere long. 

1150. If I follow you that cannot be done in this generation ?—Why not ? 
1151. You said so ?—I only stated if the station is put in proper order—stocking, and so on—one 

outlay ; after that it will be a very short time before it will be self-supporting. 
1152. I do not mean that ; I refer to the possibility of the native himself going out and supporting 

himself off the station altogether, and living as a European would do, maintaining his family from his own 
work, and bringing them up properly, educating and training them ?—I answered that yesterday, to the 
effect that I do not think it could, because he has not sufficient stability in his character ; on the stations they are under continual care. 

1153. Although , we may not hope for it at present ?—Well, for future generations we may. 
1154. For the present rising generation, the little children, you do not hope for it ?—I am doubtful 

about it, not to leave them abroad yet. There may be some of them exceptions. 
1155. They want some patriarchal superintendence ?—Yes. 
1156. As regards that energy, do you notice any great difference between the full-black aboriginal 

and the half-castes ?—The latter are often worse than the aborigines in that want of energy ; I do not see 
much difference. We have some very good half-castes on the station, and I believe by-and-by they will be superior. 

1157. Can you suggest anything, in the way of special industries, that might assist in making these 
stations self-supporting ?—I had two or three different plans, and I have tried them and been successful if I 
had only more men to work. I have a number of old people and little children, which swells the numbers, 
but who are not able to do the work. If I had the men, we could start more work that would pay. 

I mentioned before about growing osiers ; it could not be a better place to be found than this ; and even 
the growing itself will pay, without working them up. They are very high ; sold in Melbourne, it would 
pay. It wants a little outlay for making trenches and so on, but I have not sufficient men to do it ; they are 
fencing and ploughing, and attending to the arrowroot and hops ; they have their hands full. There are 
numbers of people on the place, but they are not able-bodied people. 

1158. The number of effective workmen ?—Is few. Besides the growing of the osiers, 
I have been in communication with Baron Mueller, and he suggested to try tea, that might do, and to try cotton. I do not think it will pay. Both will not pay, but olives will do. My neighbour, Mr. Disher, at Lake Wellington, 

has splendid olives, and they bear good fruit, and I do not see why they should not grow with us. Then, also, as there is plenty of land, I do not see why we should not plant a good lot of fruit trees. I understand the drying of fruit ; that pays well. There is a good deal of dried fruit used here, and the women and 
children could be employed on this and on olives. I had a conversation with Sir Charles Duffy about it, and he was fully agreed on it. 

1159. Have you thought about growing garden seeds ?--I have done so, but it is difficult to sell it in the district; you must give it almost for nothing. I offered it to storekeepers at half the price, but they would not take it. Some years ago I tried a lot of the American broom. I was trying if they could not make brooms, the long-handled ones. The plants grew very well, and I dare say in the course of years it would be very easy to make them, when the youths are out of school. 
1160. Coir matting ?—I daresay it might do ; I have no knowledge of that. Fruit-drying would 

be a very little outlay, and could easily be kept in order. We must look for such easy sort of work. 
They are not able to do hard work, and they are willing to do this sort of work if they are paid a little. 1161. I suppose that ground where you are would grow nuts ?—I suppose it would. 

1162. Walnuts ?—I have planted some ; they are doing well so far. There are many walnuts grown in Gippsland. 
1163. I meant the hazel nuts P—I do not know the reason, but my neighbor has some, but they do not bear fruit. 

1164. Even the timber is a most valuable wood for hoops for tubs, and handles, and so on ?—I am not aware of this. 

1165. I think you said before that the children at Ramahyuck have been educated up to the 
necessary standard and passed satisfactory tests ?—Yes. 

1166. Well now, do you think that that standard of education can be carried out with respect to the 
children generally ?—I believe it can be carried out in every place, if you have the right man and have the 
school under the State. The difficulty is this, if we have teachers who are not under the inspection of the inspectors they begin to slacken. 

1167. Do you think there is any more difficulty in educating a black than a white up to the 
standard ?—We have advantages in their being always together, and I do not think there is more difficulty in any way. 

1168. What are the advantages ?—They are on the station in the boardin-house and atte 
school every day, whilst you find amongst the whites a considerable percentage do not g 

 attend regularly
nding
. 1169. Do you not think the standard of arithmetic is too high ?—No. 

1170. Has your attention been invited to this, that when the children have attained the standard 
they do not retain a recollection of it when they grow up ?—They understand it just as well now as when 
they left school, and I believe I could show you letters front childien who attended the school years ago, 
composing the letters, and they will do their arithmetic just as well now. 

1171. You think they keep up the instruction they received ; is that your experience ?—Yes, 
I have some. They wrote down here to order a suit of clothes and sent the account ; they do it all of their own accord. 

1172. Do you notice whether there is any difference in the mental capacities between the blacks and 
the half-castes in your schools ?—Yes, the half-castes are superior ou the whole in their mental capacities. 

• 
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1173. In their power of acquisition of a higher education ?—Yes ; of course there are some good 
ones among the blacks and some inferior ones among the half-castes, but the latter are superior, speaking generally. 

1174. Your boys and girls at the school, at Ramahyuck, passed out very high P—Yes, they did ; 
100 per cent. repeatedly. 

1175. Are they doing that now ?—We have another teacher. They are still the highest in the colony, 96 per cent. 
1176. How long has that new teacher been there ?—A year and a half. 
1177. That is scarcely enough to test it P—No, scarcely enough to test it. I mean if we have it 

under the proper state machinery the teachers will do it for their own advantage. 
1178. That is a different subject, for that the state machinery is all important. But the other 

question is this, does the young native possess a capacity for attaining with the same proficiency as the 
European with the same amount of education ?—They will do that. 

1179. Have any natives obtained a certificate as having passed the standard ?—Yes, I can send you 
some of them. After every examination the Inspector writes a certificate. They are most anxious. The law 
provides that they must go to school up to fifteen years, they must go till fifteen if they do not pass the 
standard ; but some have passed at eleven, and they are anxious to leave school and join in general work as 
soon as possible. 

1180. Do any of those who have received these certificates keep up their reading ?—Yes, we have 
a large library. They are fond of historical and geographical books and travels, and books published by the 
Religious Tract Society, and I am sorry to say when they can get hold of yellow-back novels from Melbourne 
they do so. We have about 400 volumes. 

1181. It has been very strongly urged upon us that the standard as regards arithmetic is 
unnecessarily high, that the natives may by a great pressure be brought up to that, but after a short time it 
is forgotten, that their capacity without pressure is lower than that of the European, and that necessitates 
artificial pressure ?—I have no reason for saying anything of that sort. That it is difficult or was difficult 
when we first gathered in the wandering children, that was natural, and it cost great labor with the teachers, 
but to the children who attend the school and follow the course year by year it comes comparatively easy. 
As to retaining their knowledge, I have no reason to say they do not, but of course it has not been put to a 
very severe test yet for many years, though enough to justify my statements. 

1182. It has been suggested to us that it would be desirable to lower the standard in regard to 
arithmetic, and yet we are unwilling to admit that the young aborigines cannot attain the same proficiency 
as the young European, and it might be an injury, unless absolutely necessary ; but it is undesirable to 
throw away work in overforcing them ?—I do not think the standard is too high. Mr. Kramer will be 
able to answer that, but his notion was too high altogether ; he would not go below 100 per cent., that is 
every child passing, but that is not expected ; there is not one school in the colony that does it, and I 
thought that unreasonable. I would suggest that 50 per cent. would be a fair average for the general 
return of the schools. In regard to a new station, I believe it would be better for everything for the State 
to make it a mission station. 

1183. Suppose that the State, or whoever acted on their behalf, wished to do so, do you think they 
could get the services of competent persons ?—I think so. Oh, yes. 

1184. How would it be carried out ?—For example, you want a missionary from our own society ; 
the directors at home would have to be applied to. 

1185. Do you think they would send a suitable man ?—Yes ; perhaps a younger man, and put one of 
us older men to the new station. The directors in Germany would very likely say, "If you will find 
the money we will carry on the work, according to our own principles." The same thing was done with 
the Presbyterian body here. There was a most able man here on the Wimmera, a Mr. Hartmann, a 
missionary, who is now successfully employed in Canada amongst the Indians, who was asked by the 
Church of England to come out again, but did not. 

1186. There is one point forgotten. It has been suggested to us, in the case of natives proving 
insubordinate upon a station, power should be given to the managers to interchange ?—That is very good. 
I was going to propose that and I forgot. 

1187. On what grounds. Suppose you transferred a native from one station to another it may be a 
punishment to him ; but would it not very likely disorganize the station to which the native was sent ?—A 
case in point. There was a moral complaint against a young man at Lake Condah, and a commission was 
appointed to enquire into it. The case was not proved in any shape or form, and yet there was no means 
at our disposal to punish the offender ; but after the settlement and a clear investigation the best punish- 
ment to be inflicted would have been to have removed the woman to another place, but we had no power to 
do it. 

1188. In this particular case there was no offence proven P—The offence was on the side of the 
woman. She preferred a false accusation against the gentleman, and by removing her he .would have 
remained, but as the woman remained he left himself. 

1189. That is an exceptional case ?—Yes ; that is an exceptional case, but there is no power. We 
need that power seldom ; but I think it is well if the Aboriginal Board has that power. 

1190. The case which you put is, I can understand, there was the desirability of separating that one 
woman from the gentleman ; but in cases of insubordination, disobedience of orders, as a punishment, do you 
think it is desirable to remove one insubordinate native from one station to another. Would you not take 
his spirit 'to another, and spread it amongst those natives ; and would it be liked by that manager, w1w, 
perhaps, had difficulty with his own natives, to have an insubordinate spirit sent to him P—I cannot speak 
about the insubordination, because it never came before me. 

1191. In the case you put, surely the manager might have applied to the Board ; the Board 
sanctioned that removal ?—The power ought to be with the Aboriginal Board. I have never had a case of 
clear insubordination. I have had eases of gross insults to me. Evil things were put to me and my wife, 
so that I had to punish the black, and send him away ; but you could not call that insubordination in this 
sense. 

1192. It was very like it ?—Well, it was very like it. The case where it ought to be exercised is extreme laziness, extreme indolence, and disobedience. 

Rev. R. A. 
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1193. Should you have any objection, as manager, to natives being sent to your station from the 
others ?—I do not think I would. I huve done so. I have taken some of the most insubordinate from 
Coranderrk in days gone by. 

1194. If the consent of the manager is not really obtained, it is useless to consider the question ?— 
A good many of the managers would object, I should think, but I had not. 

1195. You want it as a power to break off bad associations ?—Yes ; to break off bad associations. 
1196. Does not the Board possess that power now ?—Yes ; I believe they have that power, perhaps, 

in regard to the children. I forgot one point. Hitherto it has happened on some of the stations, once on 
mine, that parents just take a fancy, " We will take our children away out of school," and they wander about, 
and go away. Now there is a sort of clause in the Act, that the power is given to the Aboriginal Board, by 
an Order in Council, to get such a child back again, to appoint a place for it, but the machinery is almost 
unworkable. I did once communicate a case to the secretary of the Board, and in tile course of a month 
got a reply that the matter was to be referred to the Governor in Council, and it took a considerable time 
before I received another letter. The authority has been received that the child shall be sent to the station, 
and the Inspector was instructed to get the child. After another month had passed, and When the Inspector 
came, the child had been already in the school two months. The power should be given to act at once, in 
a day or two. 

1197. That is inseparable, I am afraid, from official red tape ?—Could you not have some forms ready 
signed by the Governor in the hands of the President of the Board, ready to be used when required ? 

The witness handed in the following statement:— 

BUILDING EXPENSES AT RAMAHYUOK MISSION STATION. 

From 1863 to 1877. 
By Government, 

through the 
Aboriginal Board. 

From other 
sources. 

£ s. 	d. £ s. 	d. 
Church building expenses 	... 	... 	.... 	••• 	•-• 214 9 4 
School-house (State school just now) 	... 	... 	... 	... 110 0 0 
Missionary's house (including kitchens, laundries, baking-house, and 

meat store) ... 	... 	... 	... 	... 	... 	... 597 13 7 
Children's boarding-house (old building)... 	... 	... 	... 82 10 0 98 16 4 

New additions estimated at £160, which it is proposed to be paid 
by the Aboriginal Board. 

New hospital for children (money already raised for it) 40 0 0 
Store rooms— 	 £ 	s. d. 

Flour, &c. 	... 	 30 	0 	0 
Produce 	... 	 15 	0 	0 

45 0 0* 
Tools, &c., garden produce, store (3 rooms) 12 0 0* 
Cart sheds and stables ... 	... 	... 25 0 0* 
Other outbuildings 	... 	... 	... 	... 	... 	... 20 0 0 
New hop-kiln and c000ling-house 	... 	... 	... 	... 152 0 0 
Thirteen native cottages, cost from £6 to .835 ; total, according to 

average... 	... 	... 	... 	... 	... 	... 50 0 0 160 0 0 
Outside paddock fences (all is divided into three paddocks)... 	... 192 18 0 329 12 0 

Not including garden fences for natives, nor mission and school-
houses. 

325 8 0 1,804 11 3 

• This can only be estimated now. 

• The witness withdrew. 
F. A. HAGENAIJER. 

The Rev. John Bulmer examined. 

1198. How long have yo,u been in charge of Lake Tyers ?—Fifteen years. 
1199. In the first place, what is your opinion of Lake Tyers, as a place for an aboriginal station ?-

I think Lake Tyers would be very successful as an aboriginal station, if the area of the reserve were enlarged, 
as in its present state there would be no hope of making it self-supporting. 

1200. As a sanitary station ?—As a sanitary station, it could not be better. 
1201. As to its situation, and the temptations to which the inmates are exposed, by reason of its 

proximity to population ?—As to situation, it is admirably adapted for the residence of aboriginals, as it is 
twenty miles from a township, and there is no licensed hotel within twenty miles. 

1202. Can you make any suggestions for improvement of its management, or as to maintenance of 
discipline at aboriginal stations ?—As to discipline, I cannot complain of disobedience on the part of the 
blacks ; but to maintain order, I.would only recommend stoppage of supplies to all able-bodied aborigines 
who refuse to work or obey reasonable orders. 

1203. Is not that done at present ?—Yes, that is the way we keep discipline on the station now, and 
we do not complain of the blacks being insubordinate. We just stop the supplies. 

1204. And you do not have to do that often?—Not often ; one or two cases. I think when Mr. 
Ogilvie was over I had one case, and I stopped his rations. He would not work, but he lived on the 
station with the blacks. 

1205. And he came round ?—Yes. 
1206. After two or three months ?—Yes. 
1207. Was he a single man ?—No, he had a wife. 
1208. Did you give any rations to the wife ?—No. 
1209. Had he any family ?—No. 
1210. Neither he nor his wife had rations ?—Well, she would have fed him and kept him in idleness. 

He is a lazy fellow generally. He would have eaten her rations, and it would have been a bad example to 
the others. 

1211, Was she willing to work ?—Yes, she was willing. 

Res. F. A. 
Hagenauer, 
continued, 
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