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LANGUAGE. 
1p. 

Do the natives speak a language already known to philologists, and if so, state what it is ; and notice 
whether it exhibit any dialectic peculiarities, as well as the modifications of pronunciation and accentuation which it 
may offer. State also the extent to which this dialect may be used, if its limits can be a wertained. 

Mr. Hull.— Upon 
questions 13, 14, 15, 16, I refer to my remarks, &c., published in 1846 ; and Mr. Miles's correspondence ; also to Bunce's Language of the Aborigines. 

Mr. Rusden.-13, 14, 15, 16.— 
The same roots exist in dialects which have diverged so far from the primitive language as to be quite 

unintelligible to blacks of different tribes who meet one another. Great similarity pervades the dialects 
spoken for several hundred miles on the east coast of New South Wales, while the language spoken on 
the table land (only eighty or ninety miles from the coast) is totally distinct from that spoken by the 
coast tribe. This fact leads to the inference that the country was settled by the gradual migration of families 
along the, coasts, and by following the river systems upwards from their junction with the sea. Thus the 
natives of Moreton Bay can converse with tolerable ease with those of the Clarence River, and of Port 
Macquarie ; while those in New England (on the heads of the Nammoi and the Gwydir) though intelligible to 
which prevails on the coast. one another throughout a vast tract of inland country, speak a totally different language from the one 

Mr. Parker (late assistant protector of the aborigines) has brought to notice the fact that several tribes, 
speaking one dialect with variations of more or less importance, are designated collectively by means of the 
word which they use for the word "no," just as in France the inhabitants were designated as those 
of Langue d'oc. The same remarkable characteristic in classifying numerous tribes prevails throughout New South Wales. 

The use of the dual number is well known to be an attribute of the Australian languages. 
The songs in use amongst the natives are usually composed of two or three short sentences, repeated 

over and over with the necessary cadences and elevation of the voice so as to conform to the air. 
Much difficulty is felt by persons who question the blacks about their ' songs, and the blacks are 

set down as extremely stupid sometimes, because they cannot explain the meaning of the words of songs. 
The fact is, that a popular song is carried from tribe to tribe, until it is soon transported far beyond the range of the dialect in which it was composed. 

It is then sung merely by rote, and not a word of it is understood by the singer. I once traced a song 
which I knew to have been composed at a particular time near Port Stephens, and found that in the 
course of about three years it had been brought down through Bathurst, Yass, the Murrumbidgee, and the Murray, to Melbourne. 

At Bathurst hardly a word would convey any meaning to the tribe residing there (and that meaning 
only, because probably a Bathurst black may have mixed with members of the tribes frequenting the Hunter); 
at the Murrumbidgee not one word could possibly be intelligible to the singer ; but no sooner did the 
song reach the confines of each tribe (by means of corrobberees, &c.) than each man, woman, and child 
committed it to memory and hummed the air on all occasions. 

I need not enlarge upon the characteristics of the native language, as in Threlkeld's Vocabulary (New 
South Wales), and Mr. Parker's Lectures, they have been treated more fully than would be convenient here ; 
but I thought it not improper to allude to the fact I have above stated. 

Mr. Beveridge. — The 
language spoken by the aborigines in this (Murray) district, is not known to 

philologists, nor do I consider it possible to obtain a proper knowledge of it, in consequence of the multifarious 
pronunciations and accentuation made use of. For example, see the negatives of the seven " tribes," in 
reply to question 1 of division I. It is a meagre language, and very limited. 

Mr. Strutt:— The 
aborigines are stated to speak a language or a dialect not understood by the tribes on 

the Murrumbidgee. It is deficient in many points, having no series for numerals, nor are there terms to 
express distances. A few words have been collected, and are accented as nearly as possible to the aboriginal pronunciation. 

Man 	 y 	
Hid and 

enben Woman 	 Beard 	 mindering p  Dog 	 paean 
Emu 	

bokka 	 Finger 	 taypa 
Opossum 	

pekeromdia 	Finger nail 	 [could not be ascertained] panna 	 Foot Crow 	
j watigare 	 Leg 	 t O a  Cowl White cockatoo 	jarring 	 Knee Kangaroo 	 yon 

tame 	 mann° 
g kyema Thigh Duck 

Pigeon 	 mungabbra 	
Toe 	 taypa 

S,nake 	 kana 	
To swim 	 yarrabok 

wallah 	
To run Water 	 yambok 

Fire 	 p 	
Good 	 thatna itja 	 Bad Tree 	 ahjemot 

The Murray 	
Pyala 
TOngida 	

Wait a little 
a 

karabah 
The Campaspe 	Yakaa 	

A spear 	 kaama 	•  
The Goulburn A throwing stick for the yOva, or wammara Kfral 	 spear 
Ee 
Head 
	 boko 	 • Boomerang 	 wanya y 	 man 	 The sun Nose 	 yonga kow 	 Moon 	 yongadya Mouth 

toota 
worm 
tirra 	

The stars Teeth 
i Rain 	 kiikora Tongue 	 saleng Chin 	 >tiring 	 I 	

flood ood 	 tongadya wollah 

NuMEVALS. 
One 	 enaa 
Two 
Three 	

petchaval 
petchaval anaa Four petc 

Five 	 haval petchaval 
petchaval petchaval anaa 

and so on ; in fact, they appear to have but two numerals, by combining which they express 
a few more numerals. But the usual method is to show on the fingers the numbers to be expressed. High numbers are 

indicated by showing the fingers of both hands several times in succession. 
Mr. J. M. Allan. — Not known to philologists before the discovery and settlement of New South Wales. 

[Printed in the Appendices will be found a contribution on the language of the aborigines 
by Mr. Thomas.] 

ABORIGINE8.—n. 
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14. If the language be little if at all known, endeavour to obtain a vocabulary as entensive as circumstances 
will allow, and at least consisting of the numerals, the most common and important substantive (the names of moun-
tains, lakes, rivers, islands, 4.c.), the pronouns in all persons and numbers, adjectives expressive of the commonest 
qualities, and, if possible, a few verbs varied in time and person. The vocabulary should be tested by the interrogation 
of different natives, and more than one person should be engaged in taking it down from their mouths, to avoid, as far 
as may be, errors arising from peculiarities of utterance or defect of hearing. It is likewise of importance that the 
system of orthography be duly indicated and strictly adhered to. 

Mr. Beveridge.—Their numerals are very few, consisting merely of two, viz.:—Polight, ky up; the 
former signifying two, and the latter one. 

Milloo, 	 The Murray or other large 
river. 

Pannoo Milloo, 	Small river. 
Barnawar, 	A creek. 

The pronouns are identical, whether relative to persons or things, masculine or feminine gender. Thus 
" Nunthy " for instance, means—he, she, it, him, that, them. Other pronouns are used in the same manner. 
Their adjectives are used much the same as in English, thus—"Talko' (good) is often made use of alone, the 
noun being understood; the other adjectives are applied in the same manner. The verbs are very imperfect; 
for example:— 

Cullo yetty wirwy, 	I went. 	 Birba yetty wirwy, 	I will go to morrow. 
Cullomitha yetty wirwy, I went a long while ago. 	Uigin birba yetty wirwy, I will go the day after 
Yetty wirwy, 	 I go or am going. 	 to-morrow. 
Daetty yetty wirwy, 	I will go. 

Mr. J. Al. Allan.—In my opinion, there are a variety of distinct languages in New Holland. 

15. Endeavor to take down some piece of native composition, such as the ordinary phrases employed in conver-
sation, and any other piece of prose which may be attainable; and specimens of metrical composition, if such exist. 
Though these would be of comparatively little use without translation, yet independently of this, some importance is to 
be attached to the metrical compositions if they have a national character and are widely diffused; and in this case, 
it might be possible to express some of their airs in musical characters. A specimen of known composition translated 
into their language may also be given, such as the first chapter of Genesis, the fifteenth chapter of Luke's Gospel, and 
the Lord's Prayer. 

Mr. Beveridge. —I have translated the Lord's Prayer as perfectly as it is possible to do into the aboriginal 
language ; iris as follows- 

Gueletcho Mamook gena Tyrrilly, talko Guinma. Guinigan, Guinma wery ka ky, Guinma quanyan 
Our 	Father living in Heaven, good Thy 	Name, 	Thy smile come here, Thy 	wishes 

burka kimma thungy, gnooly Tyrrilly. Woga gueletcho bunimy keely quaky, qua yakna gueletcho waiknoo 
be done on this earth, as in Heaven. 	Give 	us 	bread this day, and take away our 	evil 

warra, gnooly gnally yakna waiknoo warra niaida, qua tinda gueletcho watty guunthy barry waiknoo warra, 
deeds, as 	we take away evil deeds of others, and lead 	us 	not 	in the road (of) evil deeds, 
qua yakna yethung dubimin tolkyne, guinma kirtowel kirtowel wonkeroo, janemoonyary quaky. Quay. 
and take away evil thoughts altogether, You (are) thousand thousand strong, 	a million 	days. Amen. 

Mr. Strutt.—No piece of native composition can at present be procured. 

16. Endeavor to ascertain whether the language is extensively spoken or understood, and whether there are 
different languages spoken by men having similar physical characters obviously connecting them as a race, or if 
differing somewhat in this respect, inhabiting a particular geographical tract. When such groups are said to possess 
different languages, endeavor as far as possible to ascertain their number, the sources whence each is derived, and the 
languages to which it is allied ; and also the circumstances, geographical or political, which may account for these 
distinctions. 

[For further information connected with the investigation of languages, reference is made to a short essay on 
this subject read to the Philological Society of London.] 

Mr. Sherard.—Different languages are spoken by different tribes of the same physical character and 
habits. 

Mr. Beveridge.—The language spoken at one end of the district is not understood by the aborigines at 
the other end ; but there are one or two men in each tribe who can speak the whole of the languages in the 
district, and for many miles beyond it. These men are termed " guala watton," which signifies "postman." 
They can travel with impunity from one hostile tribe to another, their persons being held sacred. 

• 

INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY LIFE. 
17. Are there any ceremonies connected with the birth of a child? Is there any difference whether the child 

be male or female? 

Mr. Hull.—None. I have seen a woman, suckling a puppy, her coolie having waddled the new-born 
child. Yes. 

Mr. Busden.—None, that I have heard of. 
Mr. Shuter.—I do not know. 
lir. Crooke.—No. 
dfr. Beveridge.—There are not any ceremonies connected with the birth of children. 
Mr. Strutt.—None ; except tying a small strip of opossum fur round the infant's wrists. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—No ceremonies. 
Mr. Godfrey.—I think not. 
Mr. Gottreux.—Two births only, to my knowledge, have taken place in this neighborhood (Caramut), 

during the last eight years. Children are never seen. 
Mr. Cooke.—There are no ceremonies to my knowledge at the birth of a child. 
Mr. Thomas.—Unless it be a male child of a chief, there is none whatever. In that case there is a 

grand corroberey; the infant is rubbed over with emu oil or fat, afterwards a thin rubbing of (wheerup) red 
ochre. The infant is held carefully in the palm of the right hand, and exposed to the tribe while corroberying. 
Those of less note seldom do more than rub all over the child with charcoal dust. 

Pannoo Barnawar, Small creek. 
Kayannie, 	Water. 
Koorong Knyannie, A large water or lake. 
Poorp, 	 Mountain or hill. 

■ 
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18. Does infanticide occur to any considerable extent, and if it do, to what cause is it to be referred—want 
of affection, deficient subsistence, or superstition ? In the case of twins being born, is the youngest destroyed? Would 
they have any objection to give up those, or their other children, to be nursed and educated by the whites. 

Mr. Hull.-With regard to the destruction of the youngest, in the case of the birth of twins, no doubt. 
As to the latter part of the question,—Yes. 

Mr. Rusden.-18, 19.—Infanticide is known to have been resorted to amongst the blacks ; they have 
no law or custom to forbid it ; but while their food was abundant, and their habits were simple, the blacks 
allege that it was uncommon. Many of them are too affectionate to think of it for a moment in the case of 
their own children. Many of them, feeling the pangs of want and hunger would readily give up their children, 
when young, to be nursed and educated by the whites. 

Mr. Sherard.-No. No. 
Mr. Shuter.-Infanticide occurs frequently, principally from want of affection arising from the depraved 

state of the mother. They do not in general like to give up their children to the whites, although they 
sometimes do so. 

Mr. Wilson -Infanticide practised, if they have a young child not able to walk when an infant was 
born. The goods, gear, and chattels were carried about by the females, and they were sufficiently burdened 
with these and one child. I never knew of twins being born. They were very fond and affectionate and 
unwilling to part with their children. 

Mr. Crooke.-Infanticide does occur, and is to be referred to causes various and immutable. Perhaps 
there would not be any objection to give up their children, but they would afterward kill or take them away. 

Mr. Skene. -Yes ; I believe superstition. I do not think they would give up their children in many 
cases. 

Mr. Beveridge.-Infanticide is practised to a very great extent. The cause of this wicked practice is 
indolence alone. I never heard of twins being born. They would decidedly object to part with any of their 
children for nursing or educational purposes. 

Sergeant Archibald-The natives would object to give up their children to be nursed or educated, as 
they appear, generally, fond of them. 

Mr. Strutt.-Yes ; some of the women have destroyed all their children. The cause appears to be owing 
to the mother considering it too much trouble to rear them. Half-caste children, especially boys, are frequently 
killed, from an idea that they would prove superior to the aborigines ; but at present very few infants are 
born. 

Mr. T. M. Allan. -Infanticide does not prevail. No particular objection to twins. No objection to 
proper parties. 

Mr. Godfrey.-Yes ; to some extent. From want of affection in some cases ; where such exists the 
mother is generally found to be a thorough prostitute. Others, again, appear to be very much attached to 
their offspring. I have reason to think that any deformed children are not permitted to live. They can very 
rarely be induced to give up their children to the whites. 

Mr. Gottreux.-My answer to 17 will apply to queries 18 to 24. 
Mr. Cooke.-Infanticide does not occur at all now among them (Darlot Creek, &c.) ; on the contrary, 

they are very anxious to preserve the lives of their children, and are very fond of them. I scarcely think 
they would be induced to give them up to be educated. 

Mr. Lewis.-Infanticide does exist in these tribes, to avoid the trouble of rearing the children. Half.. 
-caste infants are generally killed, though these are not a few exceptions. Twins are not frequent, and neither 
infant is killed. The natives are most unwilling to give up their children. 

Mr. Thomas.-It does, and that to an almost universal extent. It is not want of affection, for they 
appear fond of their children ; nor want of sufficient subsistence ; nor from superstition. I never heard of 
twins being born among them. They would have a decided objection to give up their children ; nothing 
short of great bribery or kidnapping would procure them. 

19. Are children exposed, and from what causes, whether superstition, want of subsistence, or other difficulties ; 
or from deformity, general infirmity, or other causes of aversion? 

Mr. Hull.—No, but killed. 
Mr. Sherard.—No. 
Mr. Shuter.-I cannot say, but I do not think so. 
Mr. Crooke.-No. 

Aitken. -Children are not exposed now, although it was formerly practised, principally from want of subsistence, or deformity. At this time there is a greater number of young children in the Upper Gout-
burn tribe than has been known for many years. 

Mr. Beveridge.-The children that are not destroyed at their birth are tended as carefully as European 
children are. I never heard of or saw a deformed child. 

Mr. Strutt.-No ; they would be killed instead. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-Children are not exposed." 
Mr. Lewis. -Infants are not exposed ; they are destroyed by strangulation. 
Mr. Thomas.-Children are not particularly exposed ; are carefully wrapped in an opossum skin, and 

have the free use of their limbs. 

20. What is the practice as to dressing and cradling children, and are there any circumstances connected with 
it calculated to modify their form ; for example, to compress the forehead, as amongst the western Americans; to flatten 
the occiput, as amongst most Americans, by the flat stra ight board to which the child is attached; to occasion the 
lateral distortion of the head, by allowing it to remain too long in one position on the hand of the nurse, as amongst the 
inhabitants of the South Seas? 

Mr. Busden.-20 and 21.—I have heard of no such practices on this continent. 
Mr. Shuter.-They do not seem to have any particular method of dressing, or otherwise caring for their 

children.  - 
Hr. Wilson.-No dress; generally carried about in a bag or net at the back of the mothers. No attempt 

to modify or alter the form. 
Mr. Crooke.-There is no practice as to dressing and cradling children, &c. ; also, none as to the lateral 

distortion of the head, &c. 
Mr. Beveridge. - Their system of dressing and cradling children is very primitive indeed. When born, 

they merely wash the infant and place it in a corner of its mother's opossum rug. They do not attempt to 
modify the form in any way. 

Mr. Strum-Infants are carried by the mother in a fold of the opossum rug or blanket under the arm ; 
or sometimes at their camps, rolled in a piece of opossum fur, and laid in some warm spot near the fire. 
Older children are carried on their mother's backs. They do not attempt to produce any artificial deformities. 

a 
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Mr. j Al. Allan. -No particular practice as to dressing. Allowed to grow as God made them. 
Mr. Cooke.-The children are allowed to, grow up without any tortures being inflicted, either on their 

bodies or their limbs ; but when grown to puberty, both males and females make an orifice in the septum of 
their nose, and insert a large piece of kangaroo bone into it, and keep it there until the wound heals.. This is 
done to extend their nostrils ; they also tattoo their arms and bodies. 

Mr. Lewis.-Infants are not clothed ; they are wrapped in the opossum cloak. 
Mr. Thomas.-No particular practice in dressing or cradling—the only cradle is its mother's arms. The 

nose of the infant is occasionally flattened and nostrils opened, to make flat noses and wide nostrils. No 
other method is used to distort the body or limbs. 

21. Are there any methods adopted by which other parts of the body may be affected, such as the turning in of 

the toes, as amongst the North Americans ; the modification of the whole foot, as amongst the Chinese? 

Mr. Sherard.—No. 
Mr. Shuter.—No. 
Mr. Wilson.—None. 
Mr. Fisken.—No. 
Mr. Crooke.—No. 
Mr. Skene.—No. 
Mr. Beveridge.—No. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—No methods. 
Mr. Cooke.-Their feet are left entirely to nature ; they had no covering for them until the white man 

came to the country. 
Mr. Thomas.-None whatever ; the infant is as free as the air. 

22. HOW are the children educated, what are they taught, and are any methods adopted to modify their character, 

such as to implant courage, impatience of control, endurance of pain and privation ? or, on the contrary, submission, 

and to what authorities, cowardice, artifice? 

Mr. Hull.-Endurance of pain, on being admitted to the society of men. 
Mr. Rusden.-22 and 23.—Fathers are fond of encouraging activity and skilfulness in their children. 

To have the reputation of being the fastest- runner, the best spear-thrower, boomerang-thrower, tree-climber, 
&c., is the object of each boy's ambition. 

Mr. Shuter.-They do not seem to be taught anything. 
Mr. Crooke.-By imitating the elder ones. 
Mr. Skene.-They get no instruction. 
Mr. Beveridge.-The children are not educated in the slightest degree. As soon- as they are able to run 

about, they do just whatever they like. Their parents have not the slightest control over them. There is no 
system of implanting courage, patience, endurance of pain, and privation. In fact, the whole of this poor 
people are woefully deficient in everything that is good or virtuous. 

Mr. Strutt.-They do not appear to receive any education whatever. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-Taught the use of the simple native weapons and implements. 
Mr. Godfrey.-There is no kind of education of children, except in games—the corroboree dance—or 

throwing or using their offensive and defensive weapons. 
Mr. Cooke.-22, 23, 24.—No education is implanted in the children ' • but they are early taught to throvi 

the boomerang and spear, and as they grow up, they get very fond of marbles and cards. They come to 
puberty much earlier than in Europe. 

Mr. Thomas.-The children are under no regular tuition, instinct is their only schoolmaster ; are 
seldom checked if in ever so great a passiolt ; are under little, if any, submission. They are, however, under 
great terror of being alone, their bugbear is wild blacks, which keeps them close following their parents. 
Although under no regular tuition, they dexterously in their games learn to hurl the spear and wonguim, 
corroberry, fight, &c. I have seen some exact exhibitions of corroberries and fights got up by twelve or 
more boys and girls. 

23. Is there anything remarkable amongst the sports and amusements of children, or in their infantile songs or 
tales? 

Mr. Shuter.-Not to my knowledge. 
Wilson.-Throwing the spear and boomerang, and practising sham fights, singing, and the combery. 

Mr. Skene..-No. 
Mr. Beveridge.-The sports of the children are just the every day occupations of their parents in 

miniature. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-Nothing remarkable. 
Mr. Lewis. -The children amuse themselves by throwing small spears, by throwing bomarangs, playing 

with hand balls and skipping-ropes. They are expert swimmers ; and, in hot weather, are frequently in the 
water. 

Mr. Thomas.-Their sports and amusements all tend to prepare them for the bush and chase. They 
are very quick at sound and motion, and will go accurately through a new dance or song seen but once or 
twice, 

24. At what age does puberty take place ? Is it earlier in the female than the male ?—and what is the 

youngest age at which the female brings forth a child? 

Mr. Rusden.-24, 32, 33, 34 will be answered by Mr. Parker (late Assistant Protector). 
Mr. Shuter.-Very early ; from twelve to thirteen years old in the female, which seems to he earlier 

than in the males. 
Mr. Wilson.-In females about twelve, in males fourteen or fifteen years of age. 
Mr. Beveridge.-Puberty takes plate in the female about the age of twelve, and in the male about the 

age of fourteen. I have known a girl become a mother at twelve years of age. 	• 
Mr. &nett. —Occasionally, in the females, at eleven or twelve years of age. They have been mothers 

at thirteen or fourteen, though not generally so early. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-Twelve to fourteen years. 
Mr. Thomas.-Puberty, I should say, takes place at about the age of fourteen years in the females, 

and seventeen years in the males. I knew a chief's daughter, who could not have been more than a few 
months over fourteen years, have an infant. • 

• 	* 	* 
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32. Is chastity cultivated, or is it remarkably deficient, and are there any classes amongst the people of either 
sex by whom it is remarkably cultivated, or the reverse, either generally or on particular occasions? 

Mr. Sherard.—Not cultivated, and rather deficient. 
Mr. Shuter.—Chastity is remarkably deficient. 
Mr. Murray.—Chastity is remarkably deficient. 
Mr. Wilson.—Yes ; young females remained in the same gunyah or camp with their parents, till given 

away in marriage. The young men had their own gunyah or camp. 
Air. Crooke.—Not as regards whites. Otherwise, yes. 
Mr. Aitken.—Chastity is deficient amongst the females. 
Mr. Skene.—In many cases, not. 
Mr. Beveridge.—Chastity is altogether unknown. 
Mr. St,aat.—No. Still less regard has been paid to this quality since the whites have settled in the 

district. 
Mr. J. III. Allan.—Remarkably deficient. 
Mr. Godfrey.—Chastity is remarkably deficient. No classes. 
Mr. Currie.—Chastity is remarkably deficient. 
Mr. Cooke.—Chastity certainly is not cultivated amongst them, and I consider they have been greatly 

demoralized since the white man came amongst them. 
Mr. Thomas.—Chastity is, to a certain extent cultivated, especially among females, who are closely 

watched by their parents till given in marriage ; till that period male and female are compelled to wear an 
apron, which is made of the thongs of an opossum skin. 

33. Are there any superstitions connected with this subject? 
Mr. Shuter.—I do not think so. 
Mr. Beveridge.—No. 
Mr. Thomas.—There is a certain superstition or custom called "Luletbeeoorung "—when certain females 

dare not behold the faces of certain males, nor certain males behold the faces of certain females Thus, if a 
black betroths his daughter in childhood to another, the daughter's mother must not behold the face of her 
future son-in-law, nor the son-in-law the face of the mother-in-law, till they are married, when that restraint 
is removed. 

34. what are the ceremonies and practices connected with marriage? 
Mr. }full.—Coolie catches his lubra as he best can. 
Mr. Shuter.—I do not know what ceremonies there are ; but I think it doubtful whether there are any. 
Mr. Wilson.—A young female arriving at the age of puberty was given away in marriage to some old 

or elderly man of a neighboring or friendly tribe. Young men get wives in various ways ; viz.—by ,  arrange-
ment, a bargaining with another young man who was tired of his wife. By picking a quarrel with one who 
had a wife ; they fought and the conqueror carried off the prize. Sometimes a plot was laid by two or more 
young men who attacked the camp of another, who had several wives ; they seized and carried eff one by 
force. They had no marriage ceremony so far as I know, but I observed some disgusting practices. 

Mr. Crooke.—None. 
Air. Aitken.—The men exchange their female relatives for wives, so that he who has the greater number 

obtains most wives. 
Mr. Beveridge.—There are no ceremonies connected wills marriage. 
Mr. &nat.—Mutual consent appears to be all that is necessary at present. 
Mr. J. Al. Allan.--Generally a gift of the parents, frequently a theft. 
Mr. Godfrey.—The bride elect is taken by force from another tribe, carried into the bush, and if resisting, 

beaten into submission, when she is subjected to the embraces of her " cooly " first, and after him, some of 
his young friends in succession. 

Mr. Cooke.—I believe that there are some ceremonies and practices performed before marriage ; but I 
am not aware of what they are. 

Mr. Thomas.—If ever there was a marked difference between the civilized and the savage, it is in the 
marriage ceremony. The wedding day of the civilized is joy and mirth ; not so with the aborigines. To the 
bride It is a day of grief and pain, and to the bridegroom a day of battle. To be brief, the females have no 
voice in the matter ; the males engross the privilege of disposing of the females ; mother nor daughter has any 
power. So tenacious are the males of this prerogative, that if the father be dead the brother has the power; if 
no brother, the uncle, and so on. The result of this unnatural course is, that a girl of fourteen years of age 
is often given to a man of sixty. The girl is brought forth by the father, who has a spear in one hand, and a 
tomahawk in the other ; holding down her head, yabbering and crying, is forced to her intended husband to 
whom she is given. She shows reluctance, a blow from the father is given ; the girl screams, the mother's yell 
is next heard. A second blow is given, and the girl is dragged by the husband to his miam ; she resists, the 
husband gives a blow. At this stage of the ceremony a cabal is in the encampment, wonguims fly-in ,  about 
from some young men who perhaps had been in treaty for her or had been promised her. The husband rushes 
from his miam to see who are his rivals ; a general fight ensues, and very often the husband gets a spear 
wound. The old men, who alone can quell a disturbance, take the command. During this cabal the young 
girl may be seen going back to her mother, but is soon dragged by her arms, or the hair of her head, by her 
father, to the husband's miam again ; and after a few more blows, or if she is determined, the father will spear 
her in her leg to prevent her going away. Thus the poor creature is at last subdued, and often, after all, 
makes a very domestic wife or slave. 

35. Is polygamy permitted and practised, and to what extent?—Is there respect paid to consang 
what extent? 

Mr. Ruselen.—Polygamy is practised : it is permitted to any extent ; but I do not remember an instance of any man having more than three wives. 
Hunting for food for a large family is felt to be an irksome duty ; and though a man able to fight for 

his wives is proud of having them, he does not like to have too much trouble in procuring food for them and 
their children. There are distinctions of families, which are respected in the making of marriages, almost 
like those of caste. Parents affiance their children when quite young, and it would be, as it always has been, 
utterly hopeless to attempt to prevent the marriage of a betrothed girl, if she were near her tribe, at the age 
of puberty, so long as she or her affianced lover retain any knowledge of and respect for their national 
language and customs. The whole tribe would be indignant at any abandonment of the native customs, and 
while the tribe exists in any numbers it will compel obedience. 

Mr. Sherard.—Permitted to any extent. 
Mr. Shuter.—Polygamy is permitted and practised, but I think only in the case of the king or head 

of the tribe. 
Hr. Murray.—Polygamy is permitted. 

ABORIGINES.-0. 
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Mr. Wilson-Polygamy practised and permitted. I never heard of one man having more than three 
(3) wives, but more frequently only two. 

Mr. Fisken.-Yes. 
Mr. Crooke.-Yes ; that of prowess to take, and ability to maintain. 
Mr. Aitken. -Polygamy is permitted and practised. I know of one man having four wives ; the others 

have either one or two. 
Mr. Skene.-Yes ; some of the chiefs will have three lubras. 

Beveridge.-Polygamy is usual. Three is the greatest number of wives I have ever known one 
man to have, but that number is frequent. In taking wives they pay great attention to consanguinity. They 
carry this so far, that they will not even take a cousin for a wife. This respect to relationship is not displayed, 
I am sorry to say, in their sexual intercourse; in fact, in this commerce they are little above the brute creation. 

Mr. Strutt-Polygamy is permitted, though most of the blacks have but one wife. Respect is paid to 
consanguinity • but it is difficult to say to what extent—probably to first cousins. 

Mr. J,M. Allan-To any extent, consistent with the supply of opossums and kangaroos. 
Mr. Godfrey.-Yes. I have known three "lubras " to one "cooly," frequently two. The married men 

being too lazy to work, are supported by the traffic of their lubras in illicit intercourse with the whites—
shepherds, diggers, and laborers generally. 

Mr. Cooke.-Polygamy was very frequent amongst them, but now very few of the men have more than 
one wife, as the deaths have been more numerous amongst the females than males. 

Mr. Lewis. -Polygamy is permitted, but is not frequent There is great respect paid to consanguinity; 
marriage with a cousin is not permitted ; and not between two individuals born in the same tribe. 

Mr. Thomas. —Polygamy is permitted to any extent. I have known some old men to have five wives, 
and often two or three. They are more particular than civilized ; not only avoiding their own blood, but do 
not mingle in the blood of their own tribe ; but like European, royal blood marry from other countries. 

36. Is divorce tolerated, or frequent? 
Mr. Rusden.-Separation is frequent. Members of neighboring tribes frequently carry off women by 

force. They are not always reclaimed by their husbands ; and when regained, are sometimes given away to 
a friend. 

Mr. Sherard.—No. 
Mr. Shuter.—I do not know. 
Mr. Crooke.—Yes. 
Mr. Aitken.—Divorce is tolerated. 
Mr. Skene.—Yes. 
Mr. Beveridge.-Divorce is altogether unknown, unless in this way if the father or brother of a wife 

have a disagreement (as is often the *case) with the husband, they will take the wife away, even after she 
may have had a child ; but they have to make restitution by returning the woman that the father or brother 
had received in exchange. Wives are always got by exchange ; and a man not having a sister, cousin, or 
ward to exchange for a wife, must needs remain a bachelor ; and if a man have two or three sisters, he, of 
course, will get a like number of wives. 

Mr. Strutt.-Divorce seldom occurs. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-No form of divorce ; but the thing itself frequently takes place. 
Mr. Godfrey.-Divorce is frequent ; a mutual exchange of wives too, not unfrequent. 
Mr. Cooke.-I know of no divorce among them, but males from the different tribes frequently take 

away women from others. 
Mr. Lewis.-The natives sometimes give their wives away to other men. 
Mr. Thomas.-Divorce is not tolerated ; if it takes place, it is by elopement. I, however, knew an 

instance of divorce agreed upon by the two tribes, the Goulburn and the Yarra. Two influential blacks, 
well known to the settlers on the Goulburn and the Yarra, had both been promised a fine young lubra, 
named Eliza. These expectants were—Billy Hamilton, a knowing black of the. Goulburn tribe, and 
Gillibrand, of equal fame, of the Yarra tribe. The girl's father (of the Devil's River tribe) gave the girl to 
Billy Hamilton. Whenever the tribes met at Melbourne she eloped to Gillibrand, but was as often recaptured. 
Thus, for two years, was continued fighting. The poor girl, between love for Gillibrand, and spearing and 
tomahawking, was oft near killed. At length it was agreed, if the Yarra and Western Port tribes would meet 
the other tribes on the Goulburn, to settle the affair by single combat in the presence of the five tribes. I 
accompanied the Melbourne tribes, who met the other tribes, on a beautiful rise, near Colonel Whyte's 
station, on Sandy Creek. They fought desperately ; Gillibrand was acknowledged the conqueror. Grand 
corrobereys for nights followed, and Gillibrand brought back his treasure, who had in due time a child like him. 

37. How are the widows treated? 

Mr. Rusden.-They become wives, if not old ; and if old, they follow the tribe in its wanderings, 
receiving food from some particular family to which they belong by blood relationship. 

Mr. Sherard. —Treated well. 
Mr. Shuter.—Widows are not ill-treated, so far as I am aware. 
Mr. Wilson.-Widows kindly treated, and consigned to the especial care of some one. 
Mr. Crooke.-Taken possession of by the first comer. 
Mr. Aitken. -A widow is given to the nearest kinsman of the deceased husband, often with compulsion. 
Mr. Beveridge.-When a woman becomes a. widow, she falls back again to the guardianship of her 

father or brother, as the case may be ; and he exchanges her again for a wife, the first convenient 
opportunity. 

Mr. Strutt.-Widows frequently marry again. 
Mr. .1. 117. Allan-Given to husbands as soon as possible. 
Air. Godfrey.-Old widows are treated with some consideration by their own kin ; but young widows 

principally support themselves and a few of their family by prostitution. 
Mr. Cooke. -Widows are generally well taken care of. 
Mr. Lewis.-Widows frequently re-marry in their husband's tribe. 
Mr. Thomas.—Very kindly. 

38. What is the prevailing food of the people? Is it chiefly animal or vegetable, and whence is it derived in 
the two kingdoms? Do they trust to what the bounty of nature provides, or have they means of modifying or controlling 
production, either in the cultivation if vegetables, or the rearing of animals? Describe their modes of cooking, and 
state the kind of condiment that may be employed. Do they reject any kinds of aliment from scruple or an idea of 
uncleanness? Have they in use any kind of fermented or other exhilarating liquor, and, if so, how it is obtained? 
What number of meals do they make? and what their capacity for temporary or sustained exertion? Is the possession 
of fire-arms attended with good or evil, and should they be restrained the use of them? Should the fire-arms in their 
possession be registered? 

Mr. Rusden.-The "prevailing food " is animal. Vegetable food fit for man's use does not abound in 
Australia. There is no cultivation of vegetables, nor are animals domesticated to be used for food. 

1- 

• 

a 



r 

W. 

Al

t  

55 

The different animals are not allowed to be eaten indiscriminately by the young blacks. As boys 
advance in years, they are allowed to partake of animals of one kind after another, until no food is forbidden. 

Mr. Sherard.—Both. They trust considerably to the bounty of nature. Baking and boilidg. In some 
parts of the country they contrive a fermented liquor from the cones of the honeysuckle. Their capacity for 
both kinds of exertion is very great. 

Mr. Sluter.—They are fond of opossums, which they partially roast when about to eat them. They 
do not object to any kind of food, with the exception of pork. They prefer the food that gives them the least 
trouble in acquiring. 

Mr. Murray..—The prevailing food was, originally, chiefly animal, for which they trusted entirely to 
nature for supply. They now use bread largely, and other vegetable food. Their mode of cooking is, 
invariably, roasting in the ashes. No condiment used. No fermented liquor of their own manufacture in use. 
Their meals are very irregular. Their capacity for sustained exertion has always been considerable. The 
possession of fire-arms is now necessary to them to obtain food in their altered mode of life. It might be 
useful to register them. 

Mr. Wilson.—The men subsisted chiefly on opossums, &c., fish, and emeu, roasted in the ashes. The 
women shared the same fare. Sometimes the men went off on expeditions, leaving the women and children 
behind, often under the care of an old man. On these occasions they subsisted on roots, grass tree, grubs, &c. 
The principal meal was in the evening, after they returned from hunting, but they ate at any time when 
tempted by hunger. The men could undergo great fatigue on extraordinary occasions, but not sustained. 
Better without fire-arms. 

Mr. Fiskm—Roots and animal production. They trust to natural productions for subsistence. They 
make no fermented liquor. 

Mr. Crooke.—They have no means of modifying or controlling production, either in cultivation of 
vegetables, or rearing of animals. They use gum leaves as a condiment. They have no kind of fermented 
liquor. They have no number of meals, but eat as they please. They possess great capacity for exertion. 
They should be restrained in the use of fire-arms, and registry would be of no use. Everything that the chase 
in the bush afibrds, and also roots and herbs, fish and fowl. All the blacks frequenting the Snowy Mountains 
use a moth or fly called a " booyong," which seems to swarm on the thee of bare rocks after the snow has melted 
off them in the spring. They spread their cloaks under them, and smoke them down. Large quantities of 
food are thus procured, and it is easily had ; it is very nutritious, and the blacks seem in better condition 
at that season, if they have been booyonging, than at any other time. They scorch the booyongs before using. 

Mr. Aitken.—When they cannot get bread and 'meat, which they much prefer, they live principally 
upon the flesh of the opossum and kangaroo. 

Mr. Skene.—Kangaroo, opossums, bandicoots, and a root called "mooranong." They are now too lazy to 
look after these, and depend on what mutton, tea, sugar (which they are very fond of), and flour they can 
get or buy from the settlers, with the money they get for their labor. They use no means for producing. 
Fire-arms may be given now. 

Mr. Beveridge.—For the prevailing food, see reply to question 4, Division I. They cook their food by 
means of red-hot bricks, placed over the bottom and round the sides of a hole dug for the purpose. Over the 
bricks they place damp .grass, and then lay the food in, strewing damp grass over it ; upon which they place 
more hot bricks ; then they cover the whole up with clay. It is a very first-rate way of preparing food. They 
use for food everything having life. They have no fermented or other exhilarating drinks. They eat morning 
and night. Their capacity for lengthened physical exertion is very small. Fire-arms are of very great 
benefit to them, in facilitating the procuring of game. I do not think the registration of their fire-arms 
would be of any service. 

Mr. Strutt.—The natives depend principally on the whites for their food. They eat everything, except 
bacon and ham, which they do not much like. Their own dietary is principally animal, consisting of fish, 
wild fowls, pigeons, parrots, opossum, kangaroo rats, and kangaroo, wild turkey, and emu, when obtainable; 
but the three latter are now seldom seen and are difficult to catch. They also eat snakes, shell-fish from the 
Murray, large white grubs about four or five inches in length, and generally whatever they can catch. Their 
vegetable food consists of a small root about the size of a turnip radish, which they find on the plains; but 
they are fond of flour, potatoes, and other vegetables. They have no method of cultivation, nor of rearing 
animals. Their cookery is simply by broiling on the fire ; though occasionally they twill boil a piece of beef or 
vegetables in the tinned vessels they procure from the Europeans. They have no vessels of native construction 
capable of resisting fire. They have no condiments. They are very fond of spirits, which they procure 
clandestinely from the whites. They have no regular number of meals, but eat when they have the oppor-
tunity ; principally, however, in the morning and evening. But few have fire-arms, generally used for 
shooting wild fowl. No inconvenience arises from their use in this district. 

Mr. J. Al. Allan.—Both animal and vegetable, chiefly the former. They do entirely. None whatever. 
They eat everything they can get. No condiment. One continuous meal from morning till night. Unregistered 
fire-arms may be allowed. The native dress is kangaroo or opossum skin. They do not tattoo, but cut 
themselves round the chest and back. They paint to expresS grief or rage. 

Mr. Godfrey.—Their food was formerly both animal and'vegetable ; they now purchase flour, tea, 
sugar, and meat from whites. They only eat opossum when they cannot get beef or mutton ; they say now 

it too much burn belly." They will not eat pig, as making them sick. They never attempted cultivation 
of vegetables, or rearing of animals. They have no stated number or times for meals, trusting to what, by 
chance, they can pick up. I think they possess a power of endurance without food longer than whites ; but 
not any capacity or inclination for sustained exertion. I think the possession of fire-arms is undesirable ; it 
emboldens them to attack a lone traveller in any solitary spot, or near the Malice, and to threaten, by display 
of a gun, tine timid hutkeeper into giving them food. I have good reasons to know the latter has been effected, 
and am sure fire-arms are more desired by them as objects of terror and weapons of death to hostile tribes, 
than for any purposes of killing genie. If supplied with food by the Government, there would be no reasonable 
excuse for their possession of guns. 

Mr. Gottreux.—Their food is chiefly animal, when procured by themselves ; but they are continually 
obtaining meat, flour, tea, sugar, and vegetables from the settlers ; without which supplies, they could not live. 
They neither produce nor cultivate ; nor do they rear any animal. They roast meat over a fire made on the 
ground. They reject no kind of aliment. They make no fermented or other liquor. Their meals are irregular. 
Fire-arms are useful to them, and attended with no danger. 

Mr. Currie.—Food—animal and vegetable ; principally the former. They trust wholly to what the 
bounty of nature provides. The only description of animal food in use I have known them reject, is pork; 
they seem to have an instinctive distaste to it. The possession of fire-armsenables them now to get their food 
more easily, and, I think, is therefore attended with good. 

Mr. Cooke.—Their food is both animal and vegetable ; they are too idle to cultivate for themselves, and 
the animals that they feed on are much more numerous than when the white man first came into the country. 
They put the smaller animal into the fire, just as it is caught, without drawing out the entrails, or even skinning 
it. They have no regular time for their meals, but seem to be always eating and sleeping, except when they 
are out hunting. They have some fire-arms, but they do no mischief with them ; there would be no occasion 
to have them registered. 

Mr. Loos.—The food of the tribes in this district is chiefly fish, wild fowl, and eggs ; roots and 
vegetables are little used. Opossums are chiefly sought for their skins. The natives receive frequent 
supplies of food from the whites. Their drink is water. 
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Mr. Thomas.-Animal and vegetable, both, were in abundance before white people came among them 
and long after I came. Both have diminished through enclosures, &c.; but the aborigines have diminished in 
a greater ratio. They trust to the bounty of a Providence they do not appreciate. All are indigenous, animal 
and vegetable. They do not rear animals for consumption, nor cultivate vegetables. Cooking is either baking 
or roasting. They have no indigenous herb to procure exhilarating liquor; if so, have never sought it. Simple 
water was ever their beverage, till white man introduced cursed rum, which has caused double their number 
to die by the visitation of the devil, to those who die by the visitation of God. They seldom take more than 
two regular meals in the day, breakfast and supper ; but I have often known them take a scanty feed in the 
middle of the day, and even in the night, if they awoke. Fire-arms have not been attended with any mischief, 
as personal property, nor should they be debarred from possessing them; in fact, a gun is a black's livelihood. 
As for danger (when an attempt was made by the Council, twenty years back, in Sydney, to prohibit the 
aborigines having fire-arms, Sir George Gipps said, I would rather meet a black in the bush with a gun 
than a spear "), I never knew any harm to arise from their possession. The native police, however (using 
them officially and under orders), have lamentably thinned their race in Port Phillip and Gipps Land, through 
their possession of them. 

39. Describe the kind of dress worn by the people, and the material employed in its formation. What are the 
differences in the usages of the sexes in this respect? Are there special dresses used for great occasions? and, if so, 
describe these, and their, modes of ornament. Does any mode of tattooing, piercing, or otherwise modifying the person 
for the sake of ornament, prevail amongst the people? N.B. Such modifications not to be blended with other modifi-
cations used as signs of mourning, 6.c. 

Mr. Hull.-The adoption of European clothes is a sign of degradation. There are special dresses and 
modes of ornament for great occasions, such as corroborees, &c. They daub clay on their foreheads. 

Mr. .Rusden.-Skins of opossums, flying squirrels, &c., neatly stitched together, were the only dress or 
clothing worn by the blacks when the whites arrived. Belts of fur, neatly twisted into a sort of twine, and 
wound round the body many times, are worn by the men, with tassels : a netted band is often worn round 
the temples. The body is scarred so as to produce ridges and seams, by way of ornament. 

Mr. Shuter.-They are fond of European clothing, when they can obtain it ; but, in the absence of it, 
they are contented with a blanket. 

Mr. Murray.-The dress now worn is that of the European. Formerly it consisted of a mantle of skins. 
On great occasions the mantle was discarded, and the body painted. Thy pierce the nostrils, raise ridges in 
parallel lines on the breast and arms, by lacerating with a flint or shell. 

Mr. Wilson.-The opossum cloak, and the blanket got from white people. The males wore a necklace 
formed of small pieces of reed strung like beads, and a girdle round the loins, having a tassel in front, of 
strips of skins. This was elm ays worn at the corroberry ; and on these occasions they were fancifully painted 
with white chalk or clay. Occasionally they wore feathers in the hair. The females wore a necklace similar 
to that worn by the men. A band or bracelet of opossum or other hair bound tight round the upper part of 
the arm ; and, a bone stuck through the nose. Also an opossum cloak similar td that worn by the men. 
Both sexes were tatooed on the breast, shoulders, and arms. After a death or murder, they painted red, and 
plastered their heads with clay. The women cut and maimed themselves on the death of a husband or relation. 

Mr. Fisken-A blanket of opossum skins is used by both sexes. Tatooing does not now prevail. 
Mr. Crooke.-Skins. The difference in the usages of the sexes is trifling. A mode of tatooing prevails. 
Mr. &enc.- Their original dress was a kangaroo rug, sewed together with the sinews of the tail. No 

difference between sexes. They tattoo for ornament. 
Mr. Beveridge.-The males and females dress exactly alike. The dress is made of skins. They have 

no holiday attire for special occasions. They raise large oblong lumps, equidistant across the back and round 
the arms, and across the chest, by way of ornament. They also pierce the centre cartilage of the nose, through 
which they place a small reed, by way of ornament. 

Sergeant Archibald.-I have noticed one instance of an old woman with a hole through the septum of 
the nose ; also a young man with several parallel lines of scars on both sides of the chest, and on the front 
of both thighs. 

,1Ir. Strutt.-Both sexes wear an opossum cloak or a blanket. Sometimes they wear European clothing, 
and sometimes they are naked, especially in the evening by their camp fires. They have a hole pierced through 
the cartilage of the nose, and long scars raised in regular rows above the skin on the shoulders, arms, and breast. 

Mr. Godfrey.-Opossum rugs, blankets, and the cast-off clothes of whites, more especially shirts. There 
is a mode of tatooing pursued on the bosoms and upper part of the arms of women, and on the chests, 
shoulders, and arms of the men. 

Mr. Gottreux.-The usual dress is, for both sexes, a blanket or opossum rug, worn and fastened over the • 
shoulders. They will gladly wear any cast-off clothes that may be given to them. No tatooing is practised. 

Mr. Currie-Their dress is a rug, formed of opossum or kangaroo skins, held together by threads made 
from the inner bark of the stringy bark. 

1112.. Cooke.-Their dresses consisted formerly of rugs formed from the skins of opossums, sewed together 
with the sinews of animals. Their ornaments were generally the teeth of kangaroos, strung together, and 
fastened round their necks and wrists ; and also emu feathers. 

Mr. Thomas.-Their dresses are all from manufacture of the bush, with teeth and shells, feathers, &c., 
for the head dress, all from nature. There are special dresses for particular occasions. When females dance 
in a corroberree, (which is rare and only to please a chief or some great one of another tribe), they wear (after 
being rubbed over with emu oil and red ochre), a fine apron made of emu feathers. They dance perfectly 
naked, save the apron, which goes all round the waist. The motion and sound of the leader is maintained in 
a wonderful manner by the flapping of the female breasts, which are much larger and more flabby than white 
females. Tatooing, or incision, is used for an ornament on the females and males; on the females it is slightly 
raised on the shoulders, breasts, and arms ; on the males very large on the back, arms, and breasts ; the males 

deep and wide, thus -000 000 and sometimes in form of stars, thus— '. This is done by a 
bone or flint lancet, cutting the length, depth, and device intended ; then the doctor opens the flesh, and for 
some time spirts water in the wound ; opened again next day; not suffered to close. When expanded as 
they wish, then suffered to heal, which causes the ridges. 

40. Have the people any prevailing characteristic or remarkable modes of amuseme , such as dances and 

games exhibiting agility, strength, or skill? 

Mr. Busden.-The corrobberee, or native dance, is the most remarkable mode of amusement in vogue 
amongst the aborigines ; and as it is an exercise requiring great muscular activity, there are various degrees 
of excellence attained in it. 

Mr. Sherard.—Yes ; many. 
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Mr. Situ ter.—At a corroboree they paint their faces and bodies, and dance. They are also very skilful at throwing the boomerang and the spear. 
Mr. Murray.—Their only amusement or game is the corroberee, or war-dance. 

Nulls. 
Mr. Wilson.—The corroberry, throwing the spear and the boomerang, and feasting with the Nulls 

Mr. Fisken.—They dance a corroberee religiously, martially, and for amusement. 
Mr. Aitken.—Their principal amusements are dancing a corroberee and singing. 
Mr. Skene.—A dance they call " corrobra." 
Mr. Beveridge.—They excel in wrestling. Oftentimes 150 or 200 will come together for that purpose. 

Their dances are just so many grotesque jumps, and not worthy the name dances. 
Mr. Struts.—The corroboree, a kind of native dance, of various feats of agility. There are several 

varieties of the corroboree, but they are all performed at evening, by their camp fires. The men are the 
active performers, painted and decorated with white, or white and red. The women beat time with sticks, 
or on their opossum rugs tightly folded, and accompany the time with a song in chorus. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.—Yes. 
Mr. Godfrey.—Their corroboree, which is a war or love dance, as the case may be ; throwing the 

boomerang, whit-whit, &c., are practised by them. 
Mr. Gottreux.-40 & 41. They have no games of any kind. 
Mr. Cooke.—They have a peculiar dance amongst them, in which the men only participate, being 

entirely naked, and their bodies, arms, legs, &c., painted in all sorts of grotesque ways, in chalk or pipe-clay, 
in order that it may show more in the dark night, being only dimly lit up by fire. The women perform the 
musical part by striking two sticks together, which they beat together in admirable time. 

Mr. Thomas. —They have games which, while they act as amusements, are well adapted to strengthen 
and give agility to the frame. 

41. Are games of chance known to the people, and is there a strong passion for them? 

Mr. Rusden. —I have heard of no games of chance among them ; but they soon learn games at cards from the whites. . 

Mr. Sherard.—No. 
Mr. Shuter.—I do not think so. 
Mr. Murray.—They have no games of chance. 
Mr. Wilson.—None. 
Mr. Fisken.—No. 
Mr. Crooke.—There were no games of chance till the whites came ; now there is a strong passion for them. 
Mr. Shene.—I do not think they are known. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They have not any games of chance. 
Mr. Strutt.—Games of chance appear to be unknown. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—No. 
Mr. Godfrey.—No. 
Mr. Cooke.—The only game of chance they have is cards, which, of course, they have learned from the whites. 
Mr. Thomas.— Games of chance were never played among them. I have, however, for the last four 

years observed that they understand cards. The Gipps Land blacks are great players. I have seen them 
deal out a pack of cards, pronounce trumps; separate their trumps, and go accurately through the game, and play for sticks of tobacco. 

42. Do the people appear to be long or short-lived? If any cases of extreme old age can be ascertained, please 

to state•thent. Such cases may sometimes be successfully ascertained by reference to known events, as the previous 

visits of Europeans to the country. Is there a marked difference between the sexel in respect to longevity? 

Mr. Busden. —I have no data to enable me to speak definitely. It was difficult to glean sufficient 
facts as to the past, when the country was first colonized ; and since that period the extraneous causes which 
have produced death have taken away all chance of ascertaining the normal condition of the race. 

Mr. Sherard.—Short-lived. 
Mr. Shuter.—They are a short-lived race. I do not think there is any difference in the longevity of the sexes. 
Mr. Murray.— They do not appear to be long-lived. 
Mr. Wilson. — No data upon which to form an opinion. I have seen a greater number of aged men 

than women. This arose from the practice of deserting females when infirm and not able to follow the tribe, 
while the old men were cared for and carried about. 

Mr. Crooke.— Short, from exposure. There is no difference between the sexes in respect to longevity. 
Mr. Skene.—I do not think they live long. Lubras seem very short-lived. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They are a very short-lived people, being old and grey at about twenty-five or thirty. 

Very few of the women live to more than that age. 
Mr. Strutt—It is difficult to ascertain the age of the aborigines, as they cannot say how old they are. 

Some few of the men are grey-headed. The oldest (Echuca tribe) appears to be about seventy years. Scarcely 
any women are to be seen of advanced age. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.—Short- lived. Oldest native I have known, between forty and fifty. No difference. 
Mr. Godfrey.—Short—lived. A black, I should say, very rarely reached fifty years. 
Mr. Gottreux.—The people appear to be short-lived. No cases of old age known in this neighborhood. 

The oldest black can hardly be more than fifty. 
Mr. Thomas. — Generally not so long lived as Europeans. I have, however, seen many aged aborigines, 

and have invariably observed that they have been very corpulent, and of extra stature ; especially one of the 
Moogolumbeek tribe, who must have been eighty or ninety years of age. He was the fattest man I ever saw, 
black or white ; his face was regularly wrinkled, like a pleated shirt, from his bald head to his eyebrows, and 
his cheeks furrowed in like manner ; he had nevertheless a full show of teeth. The blacks of all the tribes 
idolized him. There were seven tribes at that time in the Government paddock. In the morning at day-
break might be seen in a crescent form, thirty or more old blacks, in five or more semi-circles before him, in 
profound silence, while he gave them advice or instructions. Near 900 blacks were present in the Government 
paddock (where the Lunatic Asylum now is) at that time. I never knew an extra-lived female. 
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43. What is the general treatment of the sick? Are they cared for or neglected? Are any diseases dreaded 
we contagious, and how are such treated? Is there any medical treatment adopted? Are there any superstitions or 
magical practices connected with the treatment of the sick? What are the most prevailing forms of disease, whence 
derived, and to what extent? Is there any endemic affection, such as goitre, pelagra, plica, or.the like? With what 
circumstances, situations, habits do they appear to be connected, and to what are they referred by the people themselves? 

Mr. Rusden.—The sick are kindly treated in general. Illness is often believed to have been caused by 
the evil eye of an enemy ; and a power to cure is also believed to reside in certain individuals of a tribe. I 
think the quack himself is a believer in the efficacy of his cures, which are attempted with great seriousness ; 
and are not (in some cases) very different from the phenomena of electro-biology. 

The loss of an eye is not uncommon on the flat country near the Murray, Murrumbidgee, and Lachlan, 
and may be attributed to the heat, I imagine. I have heard of no other endemic scourge. 

Small pox, many years ago, carried off large numbers of the natives : that disease was of course 
imported. 

Mr. Sherard.—Cared for—they have their own medical men. Yes. Venereal and consumption. 
Mr. Shuter.—The sick are not altogether neglected, though by no means well attended to. 
Mr. Murray.—The sick are well cared for. There are no diseases dreaded as infectious. They formerly 

used herbs as medicine, and bleeding ; but now invariably seek assistance in sickness from our medical men. 
Mr. Wilson.—The women watch over the sick. The crodgie (doctor or priest) pronounces some spell 

to break the influence of the Evil Eye. They cover over wounds and bruises with a plaster of leaves. I 
have seen a wound on the head covered with green leaves and plastered over with clay ; and a broken arm set 
with splints. 

Hr. Fisken.—Yes. There is a medical treatment. There are superstitions. There is no endemic. 
Mr. Crooke.—The sick are neglected generally. 
Afr. Aitkin.—They are kind to their sick and aged. They are superstitious, and imagine that they 

cure diseases by charms. 
Mr. Beveridge.—The sick are very carefully attended. They do not believe that any diseases are 

infectious, therefore have no fear that way. They make hot baths for fever and rheumatic patients, upon the 
same principle as their ovens, and very effectual they are. They blame the hostile tribes, in every instance, 
for making them ill. 

Mr. Strutt.—The sick are attended by their relatives as well as their circumstances will permit, by 
nursing, supplying with food, &c. Medicines are usually procured from the Europeans. If a medical prac-
titioner be near, they apply for his advice. Some of the blacks have the reputation of being " doctors " but 
they seem to be useless, and do but little for the sick, except, perhaps, in wounds or injuries from their 
native weapons. The natives do not seem liable to any peculiar disease ; they suffer principally from 
disorders of the chest and other complaints arising from exposure. 

Mr. J. N. Allan.—Fevers, by steaming ; rheumatism, by lacerating the part ; cutaneous diseases, treated 
with two sticks ; fractures, by splints ; wounds, by cauterizing ; snake-bite by sucking and bleeding. There 
is a variety of superstitious practices. Influenza, causing inflammation of the lungs. Many also have died 
from the venereal disease. They have also a disease much similar to the itch, which they call " werrynitch." 
Many die from it. No. 

Mr. Godfrey.—If young, the sick are much cared for : if very old, they generally appear left quietly to 
die. There are very great superstitions and magical practices connected with the treatment of their sick. 
The " doctor " (so styled) of the tribe, is the oldest imposter in it. Venereal is certainly the most prevailing 
disease. They possess some very strange methods of curing their sick occasionally. 

Mr. Gottreux.—The sick are taken care of by their relatives or friends. No medical treatment adopted. 
Rheumatisms, coughs, and affections of the chest are the most prevailing forms of disease. There is no 
endemic affection. 

Mr. Currie.—Instances have come under my observation where the sick have been carried on a sort of 
litter formed of branches, from one camping place to another,—a distance of probably eight or ten miles ; and 
this day after day. 

Mr. Thomas.—The sick are treated kindly, not neglected ; though I have seen lamentable deviation from 
this, but know the cause. I have known their sick to be left, their relatives weeping and cutting their heads, 
yet nevertheless leaving them. I have known them to leave their dead unburied ; but these unnatural 
instances I attribute to a pre-arranged movement of the tribe, which births, deaths, nor any other incident can 
alter. On the other hand I have known husbands to attend their wives so assiduously, and wives their 
husbands, as only to leave to procure necessaries ; and two instances have come under my notice where the 
survivors refused food and died shortly after. The doctors have remedies for certain diseases. Friction, 
blowing or mesmerism, and incantation, in dangerous cases, is resorted to. Their diseases are generally 
constipation of the bowels, and pulmonary. They have the endemic influenza; and, by traditions handed down, 
have had ravaging plagues, which they attribute to an imaginary animal called "Myndye." I do not understand 
"pelagra, plica."—Medical gentlemen can answer this portion of query. 

44. Where there are inferior animals associated with man, do they exhibit any corresponding liability to, or 
exemption from disease? 

Mr. Rusdert.-44 and 45 will be answered by scientific respondents. 
Mr. Beveridge.—No. 
Mr. Strutt.—The aborigines are generally followed by a number of half-starved curs, which are the only 

animals they possess. These dogs are in a most pitiable condition from starvation, mange, and skin diseases. 
A healthy dog is not to be seen. 

Mr. I. Al. Allan.—In the case of the werrynitch, it is, I think, taken from the dog. 
Mr. Thomas.—There is a kind of leprosy or itch called " bubburum," which blacks, more or less, have 

ever upon them. I scarce ever knew one above twelve years of age but was affected with it. All animals—dogs, 
cats, and even opossums, if kept by the blacks as pets, are soon affected with it; the animals lose all their hair, 
-even to become bareskin. 

45. Does entozoa prevail, and of whet kind? 
Mr. Murray.- Entozoa does not exist. 
Mr. Silvia —They do not appear to prevail. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—They have entozoa. 
Mr. Thomas. I do not understand the term "entozoa."—Refer to medical men. 

46. What-is the method adopted for the disposal of the dead? Is it generally adhered to, or subject to variation? 
Mr. Hull.—Various. 
Mr. Lavv-I have been informed that formerly it was the custom of the natives to expose their dead in 

trees ; now, however, they bury them a few inches, placing a pole to mark the spot. 

V 	• 
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Mr. Rusden.—It 
varies throughout the continent. Interment is most common, I believe ; but, in some 

districts, the body is placed athwart boughs of a tree flattened to receive it ; in others, the body is wrapped up and concealed in a hollow tree. 
Mr. Slaerard.--Buried in a stooping position. 
Mr. Shuter.—They 

dispose of their dead by interment, and generally fence the grave or hole round with saplings, which they fix into the ground in a cross position. 
Mr. Murray—The 

method of disposing of the dead has always been by burial, the legs being fastened with cords, so that the knees are under the chin. 
Mr. Wilson.—Interred 

in a sitting posture, the earth filled in and covered over, rather heaped up with pieces of bark and dead timber. 
Mr. Pisken.—Interment. 
Mr. Crooke.—Some tribes bury ; some put up into trees. 
Mr. Skene.—Sometimes 

they burn them; sometimes bury; and sometimes put them in hollow trees. Mr. Beveridge.—They 
wrap their dead up in the clothes that belonged to and were usually worn by the 

deceased, and place them in a grave four or five feet deep. If a man of note in the tribe, they build a but over 
the grave ; if a person of no note, or a woman, they merely place a few pieces of bark over the grave. Each 
grave is placed in the centre of a diamond-shaped piece of ground, which the relatives of the deceased sweep 
and make neat from time to time, for about two years; after that time, they are allowed to grow up with grass 
and weeds, and in the course of a few years the very locality is forgotten. 

Mr. Strutt.—In 
this neighborhood (Echuca) the dead are buried in graves, sunk to a depth of four or 

five feet, and undermined on one side sufficiently to receive the corpse. The grave is then filled up with earth, 
covered with a piece of bark,. and surrounded with a rough fence of boughs. When a black is killed by 
another tribe, his body is frequently deposited in a water-hole, or in the bed of a stream, to elude detection. 
With this object, the body is prevented from rising to the surface, either by driving a spear through it into 
the bottom, or by placing it under a heavy log of timber. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.—They 
dispose of the dead in four ways, viz.—by incremation ; by burial in the earth ; by eating them ; by placing them on the top of cherry trees. 

Mr. Godfrey.—The dead infant I have known to be carried about by a fond mother for many weeks, 
adding wrap over wrap to stifle the increase of putrid odor, until the infant bundle of rottenness and ragged 
covering has assumed such an unmanageable size, that the mother is reluctantly compelled to bury it,—this is, 
however, rare. The older dead are buried in their opossum rugs, or blankets, and everything belonging to them; 
and have, of later years, been treated to a rough sort of enclosure like a fence (adopted from us, of course). 
The surface of the earth within this enclosure is well swept, and a fire lighted at the grave, whenever any near 
relatives re-visit the spot. Sundry sheets of bark are placed in lieu of a tomb, to prevent, I think, dogs from 
getting at the dead. They never mention, or like to hear mentioned, the name of the departed ; but will say, 
pointing to the spot, " that one poor fellow," or, "my brother," &c. 

Mr. Gottreux.—The dead body is placed in the fork of a tree for two or three weeks or more, and is then buried—the natives of the tribe being mostly all assembled. 
Hr. Currie.—The general method of disposing of the dead is, by putting the body in the cleft of a tree, 

where they allow it to remain until the process of decomposition has left the bones clean. These are then taken 
down and put into the ground, and frequently a small heap of stones raised above them. 

Mr. Cooke.-They in general cover up their dead in old miamies, hollow trees; and sometimes expose them 
in the open air or honeysuckle trees, the top branches of which have been previously broken off, and laid 
flat, so as the body could lie upon it ; and now, theybury their dead, coming always for a spade to dig the ground. 
Their belief formerly was that, when they are dead, after some time, they would "jump up white man " ; but I 
do not know if at present they have that idea. They believe in an evil spirit, which they call " Weering," and 
are very much frightened when they think he is coming, and run away for protection. They have no 
buildings, but temporary break-winds, constructed of bark, grass, limbs of trees, and sods of earth, which they 
generally make to a round form, with the opening nearly always towards the east. Their dwellings are 
mostly scattered about, but always within a short distance of each other. They have no monuments or mounds 
for the dead. Animals they have none, but dogs, which they have procured from the European ; which they 
are very fond of, but keep so many, that they are mostly miserable mangy looking creatures. I know of no 
laws amongst them, except that it was prohibited to any but old men and chiefs to eat the emu egg ; any that 
transgressed this law was immediately put to death. The number of natives has diminished at least to one-
fourth the number they were when I came into the colony twenty years ago. 

Mr. Thomas.—The five tribes who frequented the early settlement invariably interred their dead. A 
tribe between Mount Macedon and the Loddon used to entomb infants and young children in the hollow of 
trees. The bodies are carefully interred, and all property owned by the defunct is emptied into the tomb. 
The Gipps Land blacks mangle their dead, cutting off their hands, lower jaw, &c., burying only the bowels and 
offal,—hands, &c. cured and retained as sacred relic. (See my "Burial of Dead.") 

47. Are any implements, articles of clothing, or food, deposited with the dead? In cases of murder, does 
concealment of the crime take place? Is it from intimidation, or from other cause? 

Mr. Hull.—Usually revenge or atonement. 
Mr. Rusden.-47, 48. All implements the property of a warrior were interred with his body by the 

Hunter River tribes ; indeed every inanimate piece of property he had possessed. More care 
was taken to attend to this rite in proportion to the general affection entertained by the tribe for the deceased. Great 

show of grief, passionate exclamations, cutting of the head with tomahawks were resorted to also. The 
name of a dead person is never mentioned after his decease; and when a white man carelessly or recklessly has spoken 

of a dead man by name, I have seen several blacks hang their heads sorrowfully, while one of their number 
would remonstrate, if they had any respect for the speaker : otherwise, they would endeavor to turn the 
conversation. There was no subsequent visitation, amongst the tribes with whose customs I was familiar, in 
which interment of the dead was practised. Murder, in our sense of the word, could not take place amongst the 
blacks. Open quarrelling resulting in death merely subjected the victor to the open revenge of the friends of the 
deceased ; whose duty it was to obtain satisfaction, either by killing the offender or by making him undergo 
the ordeal of being speared at in front of the tribe. 

49. There are no definite ideas as to a future state. The vague apprehensions about some evil powers 
extant amongst the blacks appear to be the floating rack of nearly worn-out traditions, gradually dwindling from 
the theory which was once complete, until the traditions, like the language, are so broken up and modified that 
the original texture cannot be discovered. 

Mr. Sherard.—The war implements are buried with them, and food left for future expected con-sumption. 
Mr. Shuter.—I understand that implements and clothing are deposited with the dead. 
Mr. Fisken.—War implements and clothing of the deceased are interred with him. 
Mr. Crooke.—Yes. 
Mr. Beveridge.—All the clothes and implements belonging to a person who dies are buried with him. 

I never knew a case of murder to be concealed. 
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Mr. Strutt.-Generally, every article the deceased possessed is buried with the corpse in the grave. In 
cases of murder, the body is concealed as stated above (No. 46.), to avoid detection and the retaliation which 
would certainly be attempted by the friends of the murdered person. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.-They bury the clothes, or dispose of them by shoving them up the trunks of trees. 
They seldom conceal the murders they commit, looking upon them as bold and gallant actions. Concealment 
is sometimes attempted for fear of consequences. 

Mr. Godfrey.-Murder is kept very quiet, and is rarely committed inter se, except under the influence 
of drink. Two cases of this painful nature have lately occurred in the tribe (Lower Loddon), where a husband 
killed his wife, and a young man his friend and companion. Murders are more frequently committed by them 
on hostile tribes, in order to equalize the fighting number of each. If a youth die a natural death, the earth 
plastered on the head as mourning is not washed off until some unoffending black has been slain by them. 
From fear of the law, they conceal the deed now, where formerly the hands and other parts of victims were 
worn and carried about openly, a token of retribution; and I am sure, from human bones I have dug out of 
their so-called ovens, evidently subjected once to fire, that they used to cook and eat their foes in whole or in 
part. A blackfellow owned to me the old lubras used to do so; but refuted such a charge now. The kidney fat, 
however, is at this present time taken and eaten by the young men of this tribe from a slaughtered foe. I 
have been given a full account of the process. They imagine that a charm exists in this unctuous rnorceati, 
and that they thereby get a large share of the strength of t4 dead one infused into their system. 

Mr. Gottreux.-Nothing is deposited with the dead. 
Mr. Texas. —The clothes of the deceased are placed in the grave round the body. Some bodies are 

consumed by fire. 
Mr. Thomas.-All implements, clothing, and all that belongs to the dead are consigned to the tomb. I 

have known money to be consigned in like manner. I think it is from intimidation; as the greatest search and 
inquiry are made, before the earth is put in, to know if anything else can be found belonging to him. 

48. Is there any subsequent visitation of the dead? whether they are disposed of separately or in conjunction 
with other bodies? 

Mr. Sherard.—No. 
Mr. Shuten-They frequently visit the graves of the departed. 
Mr. Wilson.-I do not think the graves of the dead were ever visited. The name of the dead was never 

pronounced. The place where any died, or where a murder took place, was deserted. 
Mr. Crooke.-No. 
Air. Shene.-They are generally buried where they die. 
Mr. Strutt-The dead are placed in separate graves, but near each other, and within the same fence, 

if the tribe happened to be near such a place when the death occurred. If at a considerable distance, a 
fresh grave would be made. The locality generally selected in this neighborhood (Echuca) is the top of a 
sandy hillock.. The grave is subsequently visited by the friends of the deceased, to examine whether any 
snake has passed over it. Should a snake-track be discovered, an expedition is undertaken in the direction in 
which the snake has passed ; and it is considered necessary to kill a person of the tribe in that quarter. 
In fact, this superstitious propensity to homicide is frequently shown when one of the tribe dies ; but the 
reason for so doing is not known, at least by Europeans. The victims are selected by preference amongst those 
aborigines who live under the protection of the whites, as when employed on a station. An attempt was 
made a few months ago, without any assignable cause, by two blacks to kill one of their countrymen, who was 
living on a station near Echuca as a stockman. Fortunately the attempt failed, owing to the unexpected 
presence of the owner of the station ; but it was judged expedient to send the black stockman to a distance, to 
prevent similar attacks. The aborigines, therefore, are always in some degree apprehensive of being attacked, 
especially at night ; and an alarm of "wild blackfellows " having been seen in the neighborhood puts them 
at once on the gni vive. For this reason friendly blacks always cooey on approaching a camp, to give due 
notice of their coming. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.-They visit the graves of their departed friends, to lament over them ; and in 
case of murder, to endeavor by a barbarous and superstitious practice to obtain traces of the murderers. 
They bury separately. 

Mr. Godfrey. —Graves are visited and a low moaning or howling kept up from time to time. They are 
disposed of separately. 

Mr. Lewis. - The graves are revisited for a short time after burial, in order to see whether they 
have been disturbed by dogs. 

Mr. Thomas.-There is a diurnal visitation to the dead and fire kept up, never quite out during 
the time. 

49. What is the received idea respecting a future state? Does this bear the character of transmigration, 
invisible existence about their future haunts, or removal to a distant abode? 

Mr. Tina—Transmigration and removal. 
Mr. 2/often-Being altogether ignorant of their language, I cannot tell. It appears to me to bear the 

character of transmigration. 
Mr. Murray.-During twenty years' knowledge of the aborigines, I never could discover that they had 

any original idea of a future state. They have received various notions from Europeans ; the one most fixed 
is, that they will return to the world white men. 

Mr. Wilson.-They believed in transmigration. 
Mr. Fishen.-They believe they go to Tasmania and return white men. 
Mr. Aitken. -Their idea of a future state has the character of transmigration. 
Mr. Shene.-They say " Come back like white man," and in some instances have claimed relationship 

with Englishmen. 
Mr. Beveridge.-They imagine, when they die, that they become birds or beasts, and inhabit the same 

localities that they did when human beings. 
Mr. Strutt-They appear to believe in a future state ; but I have not been able to ascertain their exact 

views on this subject. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-They believe in it, conceiving that, after death, they are changed into a white man, 

and live again on earth. 
Mr. Godfrey.-No idea at all. They used to think, when we first took up the country and came 

amongst them, that, from our knowledge of it, we must have been there as blacks ; and I was even told 
my former name and cause of death (a fish bone having stuck in my throat !). They, however, seem to know 
it is not so now, and appear quite incredulous or mystified, when spoken to about.a future state. 

Mr. Gottreux.-They seem to have no idea of a future state. 
Mr. Currie.-I doubt if they have any defined idea of a future state. They have an idea of punishment, 

or rather fear of an evil spirit ; but I have never been able to ascertain that they had any idea of reward, 
or of a good spirit. 1 



61 

Mr. Lewis.—There is no idea of a future state entertained in this tribe (Panggarang). Mr. Thomas.—They 
have an idea of a future state ; think they will be happy ; and that there is a world 

above, with all the requisites for subsistence without trouble or chasing. They have a notion of transmigration. 
Some stars, they affirm, were once black fellows on this earth. 

BUILDINGS AND MONUMENTS. 

50i 
What are the kinds of habitation in use among the people? Are they permanent or fixed? Do they consist of a 

single apartment or several ? Are the dwellings collected into villages or towns, or are they scattered, and nearly or quite 
single? If the former, describe any arrangement of them into streets or otherwise which may be employed. 

Mr. Hull.—Miserable mi-mis. 
Mr. Rusden. —I 

know of no buildings other than boughs of trees and sheets of bark, propped up so as to afford shelter. 
Mr. Sherard.—Temporary-, being primitivetnd scattered. 
Mr. Shuter.—Sheets 

of bark supported by sticks and sometimes thatched with grass or boughs usually 
form their habitations, which are never fixed. They are called mia mia, and are collected into villages. Mr. Murray.—The 

only habitation ever erected is merely a breakwind of boughs, one for each family, used perhaps for a week. 
Mr. Wilson.—Sheets 

of bark stuck up to shelter them from the weather, open at one side, irregularly grouped ; the young men's gunyah a little distance apart from the married people. Mr. Fisken.—Miamias of bark and boughs. They are not permanent. Mr. Crooke.
—Flying camps that they shift on to clean ground frequently, if not travelling. One apartment. 

Mr. Skene.—A few sheets of bark stuck up for a few nights, called mia mias. Mr. Beveridge.—Their 
huts are merely sheds thrown up (on the windward side) of bark, if the weather 

be wet ; and of boughs only, if fine. One might call an assemblage of these huts a village ; but they are 
thrown up without reference to order, and according to the whim of the intending occupant. 

Mr. Strutt.—In 
summer they have merely a few boughs arranged in a semicircular form, with the 

convex side towards the wind, and a fire is lighted to leeward. This construction is about two feet high, 
and eight or nine feet in diameter. Generally, one of these semicircles accommodates one family. If the 
weather be rainy, they strip off some sheets of bark, which they prop up with sticks, in a similar shape, 
but higher. When completed it resembles half a cone, four or five feet high, with the convex side towards the 
weather. The aborigines have no permanent buildings of any kind, and are constantly shifting about, seldom 
remaining longer than three or four days in the same spot. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.—Mimis, 
or properly speaking, warns, are oven-shaped structures about four feet high, composed of sticks, thatched with grass, and covered with sods. They reside, seldom longer than four days at a time, in these. 

Mr. Godfrey.—A 
shelter from wind and rain, composed of bark stripped off adjacent trees, and boughs. 

This building, however, is only used during one visit ; they invariably choose a fresh spot and materials on a 
future occasion, fearing, I think, the insects and vermin that are apt to collect under old rubbish or 'bark ; but 
this is only my own surmise. The young men form a sort of crescent shaped protection from the weather, 
of boughs, and sit apart from the married ; but have owned to me occasional clandestine trips in the dark to the mimis of the married women. 

Air. Gottreux.—A 
kind of low but of circular shape, made of branches, and generally covered with sods 

of earth, open on the side opposite to that on which the prevailing wind blows. These huts 
are not permanent—consist of one apartment only, and are not collected to the number of more than four or five. Mr. Thomas.—They 

are frail, but well adapted for their purpose, as an erratic race ; they shift them often from day to day to the forest before them. I have seen in 
half en hour a village comfortably housed, from the bounty of Providence in the forest around. A few sheets of bark with a sapling, and two forked 

sticks make at once an habitation; the sheets of bark six or seven feet long, laid obliquely to the angle of about 
ninety degrees. Every alternate sheet of bark is reversed, so that no rain can enter ; foliage and pieces of bark 
enclose the sides and top. Their miams are rudely formd, and re made according to the poportion 
of their families, and formerly held two adults and thr e  

ee or fours  children. These habitations
r 
 are not permanent ; are knocked down or. burnt on breaking up of the encampment. They contain one apartment 

only. A large encampment is divided into hamlets of six or eight miams each ; an influential black 
has charge of each hamlet. In a large encampment when most of the tribe are present, there may be 
five or more hamlets. The miams are not more than three or four yards apart, but one hamlet from 
another is not less than forty or fifty yards ; but this depends much upon the lay of country. The head 
of each hamlet keeps order ; in fact as a magistrate, settles all quarrels ; but invariably the chief of the 
tribe governs and directs all their diurnal moves. I should have stated that, in wet weather, they, with 
a tomahawk, make a trench round their miams to keep off the rain. 

51. 
Have any monuments been raised by the present inhabitants or their predecessors, and more especially such as 

relate to religion or war? State their character, materials, and construction. If they are still in use amongst the people, 
state their object, even if they should be of the simplest construction, and be little more than mounds or tumuli. If these 
monuments are no longer in use, collect, as far as possible, the ideas and traditions of the natives regarding the 

in ; and, if possible, have them examined by excavation or otherwise, taking care to deface and disturb them as little as possible. 
Mr. Hulk—Refer 

to Captain Grey's work, to my pamphlet, and to Miles's papers. Mr. Rusden.—(51 and 52). I know of nothing like monuments. Mr. Sherard.—No. 
Mr. Murray.—No monuments of any kind exist. 
Mr. Fisken.—No. 
Mr. Crooke.—None. 
Mr. Beveridge.—There 

have not been any monuments raised in commemoration of any given thing. Mr. Struts.—There 
are no monuments of any kind in this neighborhood. The graves mentioned above, in reply to question 46, 

appear to be the only memorials of the aborigines ; unless some large heaps of ashes, 
burnt earth and bones, be considered as such. These heaps are to be seen in different parts of the country, 
near permanent water. They are three or four feet high, and from ten to fifteen feet in diameter. These heaps 
are the result of long-continued cooking operations of the aborigines, and are known as "Native Ovens." 

In one near the Campaspe, a human skull, with a severe fracture on the forehead, was found at a depth of 
about three feet. 

Allan.—No monuments whatever. 
Mr. Godfrey.—None relating to religion or war. Mr. Gottreux.—No monuments. 

ABoILIGIRES.—q. 



62 ' 

Mr. Currie.-In this neighborhood, (Emu Creek and Wardy Yallook), there are some remarkable 
mounds, eight in number, and in close proximity to each other. The largest is about twenty feet in height, 
and some hundreds of feet in circumference. The soil of which they are composed is entirely different from 
the soil around them, and has apparently been produced by an accumulation of ashes. There is no timber or 
rather fuel now, nor apparently has there been at any former period within some miles of them. The present 
race of aborigines, so far as I have been able to ascertain, are not acquainted with their use, and they have 
certainly shown no habits in the mode of cooking or in religious rites since the whites became acquainted with 
them, that could lead to the formation of such mounds. From this I infer that they have been formed by a 
race possessing different habits from the present, and who, from the size of the mounds, must have been very 
much more numerous. 

Mr. Thomas.-They have devices on trees where some great calamity has transpired, but no monumental 
erections. On Mr. MelVfillan's estate, at Little Brighton, was a large gum tree, having carved on the trunk 
for a yard or two high, a host of blacks lying prostrate as dead. Near this spot, in 1833-4, the Gipps 
Land blacks at midnight stole upon the Western Port or Coast tribe and made sad havoc, killing sixty or 
seventy of them. The spot was named Worrowen, or, a place of sorrow. The tree mentioned, I am sorry to 
say, was shattered by lightning many years back. Although they have no monuments, they have occasionally 
religious or commemorating corroberries, when are introduced devices, painted on large sheets of bark, 
representing what has occasioned the corroberry, or commemorating some tradition. My esteemed friend, 
Mr. Hull, of Melbourne, J.P., in his pamphlet published in 1846, gives some specimens of devices found in 
a cave. Near the junction of the River Plenty with the Yarra„ were for ten nights continued corroberries, all 
commemorating religious or traditionary events, when huge and strange figures were placed and borne in the 
corroberries. I have seen many since then, but have not the materials. I was anxious to preserve those of the 
Plenty, but while in Melbourne, one day, parties came with two drays and took the huge sheets of bark away 
for roofing purposes. I may here remark, that they do not seem to hold them with much veneration after 
their dances are over, as they do not seem to preserve them, or take pains to destroy them. 

52. In these researches, be on the look-out for the remains of the skeletons of man or other animals; and, if 
discovered, let them be preserved for comparison with those still in existence. 

Mr. Godfrey. -Mounds exist of ashes, which have been used for a long period as ovens, in which I have 
found thigh and arm bones of human beings, and skulls also. 

Alr. Thomas.-I know where are many bodies of the aborigines, buried from time to time, especially at a 
spot in Brighton ; twelve at least are buried there. But though often importuned by medical gentlemen, 
I never would gratify them, that the bones of the poor aborigines might slumber as secure as the whites. 

WORKS OF ART. 

53. Let works of art, in metal, bone, or other materials, be likewise sought and preserved, and their similarity to 
or difference from implements at present in use amongst the people of the district, or elsewhere, be noted. 

Mr. Rusden.-53, 54.-No artificers existed amongst the blacks I have known, except with regard to the 
construction of warlike or hunting weapons, or implements. The boomerang is an implement well known 
to every one who has heard of Australia ; but it is not sufficiently well known that the formation of the 
boomerang is effected with much care, and that according to the bendings given to each end of the boomerang, 
irrespective of the elliptic curve of the wood, so is the weapon successfully made, or otherwise. The war 
boomerang is a much heavier implement than the one which is thrown into the air as a plaything ; and a 
massive war boomerang, instead of being made to return through the air to the thrower, is made so as 
to bound violently straight onward with sufficient force to break a man's arm at a long distance from 
the thrower. The boomerang is made much more skilfully by some tribes than by others. 

The spear throwing stick is also an ingeniously contrived implement, by means of which a black 
can throw a light spear more than two hundred yards. 

The stone tomahawk was an implement which a black occupied much time in fashioning, and which, 
when he had made it, he highly prized. 

Mr. Crooke.-No. 
Mr. Beveridge.-They have no works of art, unless such as consist in the fashioning the implements used 

in war, or in the chase ; and these implements are common to all the aborigines of Australia. 
Mr. Strutt.-The only works of art which the aborigines produce, are their spears, boomerangs, shields, 

waddles, and similar weapons ; fur rugs, bags, and fishing nets. The weapons are made of various kinds 
of hard wood. The fur rugs are made of opossum skins, sewn together, and decorated with various devices, on 
the inside, in black and red. The skins are prepared by being stretched on a piece of bark, and slowly dried 
by the fire. The bags and nets are very well made, of the outer fibre of a sort of rush ; but European twine is 
used instead, when procurable. The aborigines have no idea, nor any tools, for working in metal, bone, or 
other materials. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.-Stone tomahawk (mumgill), wooden spear (toolawarn), boomerang (lidilidi); waddy 
(murchwararong), and other instruments. They used a sharp edged split reed for cutting their food. The 
dual of the spear was made formerly with a splint of flint, which, they also use for cutting up and skinning 
kangaroo or koonie. 

Mr. Gottreux.-53, 54.-No works of art. 
Mr. Thomas.-Their weapons are their principal works of art, which are much below the New 

Zealanders or natives of the South Seas • but are, nevertheless, all that is requisite for them, but they do 
not represent much extra work. In fact, the natives of New Holland generally appear to give themselves little 
or no trouble beyond mere necessity. They however have some ingenuity in working of bones for lancets and 
other purposes. Their baskets and net work also are not inferior to savage nations. From conversation with 
a gentleman, lately from Port Curtis, he states that their miams and war implements are as near as can 
be similar to the Port Phillip tribes, and show no greater ingenuity. 

54. When a people display their ingenuity by the extent or variety of their works of art, it will not only 
be desirable to describe what these are, but also the materials of which they are constructed, the mode in which these 
materials are obtained, the preparation whirls they undergo when any is required, and the instruments by which they 
are wrought. Such particulars will not only throw light on the character and origin of the people, but will, directly 
or indirectly, influence the commercial relations which may be profitably entered into when commerce alone is 
looked to. When colonization is contemplated, the facts contained in the replies to these queries will point out the 
mutual advantages which might be obtained by preserving, instead of annihilating, the aboriginal population. 

Mr. Hull.-Many years ago I obtained from a youth a beam upon which he was dressing an opossum 
akin, exactly as furriers do to this day in Europe. 

Mr. Sherard.-They have dogs for hunting. 
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Mr. Shuter.-They are skilful at making baskets from rushes and net work for catching fish. These 
are rather works of utility than art. 

Mr. Fisken.-Rude carvings are made upon war implements and rugs. 
Mr. Thomas.-The materials which they use are all from the forest ; their implements of war and use 

are made from different trees. Their broad shields, which are used to ward off distant spears, are made 
from bark only ; which, when formed, is forced into a certain curved shape by the action of fire, viz : a fire is 
made coned to the shape intended, when the bark pared to one-eighth or a quarter thick is laid upon it, 
hot ashes and a mound of sods at the top, with stones here and there kept in a certain shape all night. Their 
baskets are made from a flag called " brab," which is with the nail split like straws. Their nets and net 
works are from string made from the opossum and other small animals' furs. The opossum rug or cloak, 
when I came first among them, was much ornamented with rude representations of rivers, creeks, ranges, 
animals, 8/c., &c, scratched on the skin by a muscle shell made sharp. Their skins are well cured, and sewn, 
different to females' sewing, with the sinews of a kangaroo's tail. 

DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 

Are there any domestic animals in the possession of the people? Of what species are they? Whence do they 

appear .to have been derived, and to what variety do they belong ? Have they degenerated or become otherwise modified? 
To what uses are they applied ? 

Mr. Rusden.-Only the dog was domesticated. The native dog is more like the common dog in China 
than any other kind of dog I have met with. 

Mr. Shuter.-They are generally accompanied by the common domestic dog. 
Mr. Wilson.-The dingo. 
Mr. Crooke.-Dogs, native and crosses with European. They have degenerated by starvation, as they 

keep too many, never killing pups. They are used for hunting. 
Mr. Beveridge.-The only domestic animal they have is the aboriginal dog, which they find young in 

the bush. They use them for the procuring of game. 
Mr. Strutt-The aborigines have a considerable number of mongrel curs, of different kinds, originally 

obtained from the Europeans ; but greatly deteriorated, as already stated in reply to question 44. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-Dogs. Before the advent of the whites, they had domesticated the purnong, or 

native dog, of New Holland, which they used for hunting. 
Mr. Godfrey.-They are very fond of dogs, and usually have a large number of the starved, mangy-

mongrels about them, keeping them warm by nestling with them under the shelter of the bark gunya. They 
were originally of the species of dingo, or wild dog of the country; but now, are a cross of every sort of 
animal imported by us, sadly degenerated, and kept avowedly for the purpose of hunting kangaroo rats, 
bandicoots, wallaby, &c., which, fl orn their meagre condition, they rarely succeed in doing, The blackfellow 
himself does the work by finding the poor animal in a hollow log, or stump of a burnt tree, and pulling it opt 
by the tail, when a blow against the stump kills it. 

Mr. Go'fireux.-The women alone seem to have a liking for dogs, of which they have usually a large 
number of a very degenerate and mongrel breed. 

Mr. Thomas.-When I first came among them, they had a few native dogs, but of no service to them, 
and soon dispensed with them on getting European dogs. They are good trainers of dogs; train them to a 
quick scent. They will stop at a tree where an opossum is up, and are so trained, that if they seize an animal 
they will not injure the fur; if they do, they are severely beat. There is one strange feature, although so 
wretchedly kept, if an European's favorite dog but one night sleeps in a black encampment, it will do all it can 
to get back to them. 

GOVERNMENT AND LAWS. 
55. What is the form of government? Does it assume a monarchial or democratic character, or does it rest with 

the priests? 

Mr. Rusden.-A chief was looked up to as a sort of king in the tribe, whose customs I was acquainted 
with. He had no defined authority, nor could he originate any fresh laws or customs, nor even issue mandates, • 
except with the view to carry out existing laws, or preserve old customs. He was a sort of president of the 
tribe, the whole body of which could be collected to pronounce an opinion, if need be; though only the men 
of mature years or noted intelligence ever interfered or were consulted on any emergency. 

Mr. Sim/cr.—The questions (55 to 67) are not applicable to the aborigines of this district (Bacchus 
Marsh). 

Mr. Murray.-Their form of government, if anything; is monarchial. They have no priests. 
Mr. Wilson.-The aborigines always show great reluctance to give any information about their laws 

or customs. Patriarchal. They acknowledge a chief; how elected, I cannot say. Probably the greatest 
warrior became chief, as the young men fought for the championship. Their councils were held at night. 
The different tribes had their own hunting ground. When several tribes were assembled they were all 
subject to the control of the chief of the district, who appeared to direct their movements, the period of their 
sojourn, and the place of encampments. No tribe, not even a single blackfellow, could visit the hunting 
ground of another tribe without permission, or approach the place where they were encamped. When a 
stranger, or messenger, from another tribe arrived, he always sat down at some distance with his back turned 
towards the camp ; a fire-stick was sent to him ; a few words or brief sentences were spoken : bye and bye 
he drew near and joined them at the camp. When hostile tribes wished to be reconciled, a gift in the shape 
of some trifling present was sent, and the tribe who received it was invited to meet at the hunting ground of the 
party who made the advance. The only men privileged were the crodgie (doctor or priest) who might travel 
and visit wherever they pleased, and frequent the camp of other tribes. (Vide answer to 84.) They strangled 
certain victims. The instrument used was a small piece of wood with a cord and noose attached. They stole 
up behind, passed the cord round the neck, and tightened it till they produced strangulation ; the stick 
pressed against the back part of the neck. I have seen the instrument, and its use was explained to me as 
above. 

Mr. Fisken.—Democratic. 
Mr. Crooke.—Democratic. No priests. 
Mr. Aitken. -Their government, if any, would appear to be patriarchal. 
Mr. Skene.—Monarchial. 
Mr. Beveridge.—Democratic. 
Mr. Street.-Hardly any government can be said to exist ; but what little there is may be termed 

democratic. On important occasions the whole tribe is assembled at a given locality, and the discussion of 
the matter in question takes place in a general council. When once a course of action is determined, all the 
members of the tribe are expected to observe it. On these occasions care is taken to convene all the tribe. 
Messengers, therefore, are sent by those on the spot to the absent members. A messenger will travel fifty 
miles to apprise a single individual of the meeting about to be held. A stick, notched and marked in a 
particular manner, is the messenger's credential. 

• 
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Mr. J. M. Allan.—None whatever. 
Mr. Gottreux.-55 to 67. No government or laws, apparently, of any kind. 
Mr. Thomas.-Their government is patriarchal. They have, however, a chief to each tribe. Priests, 

doctors, enchanters, dreamers, warriors, and councillors form a kind of aristocracy; the aristocracy, however, 
is no burden to the community—all, from the chief downward, ply for their daily food. Their chief governs; 
priests, doctors, enchanters, dreamers, warriors, and councillors serve the community, without even the least 
burden to the state. The only remuneration they get is after their death, viz., extra lamentations and 
sacrifice. 

56. Are the chiefs, whether of limited or obsolete power, elective or hereditary? 
Mr. Rusden.-The chieftainship was hereditary ; but incompetency to lead or guide would without doubt lead to a speedy change in the headship. 
Mr. Murray.-The chiefs are hereditary. 
Mr. Crooke.-No chiefs. 
Mr. Skene. —Hereditary. 
Mr. Beveridge. —The power of the chiefs is very limited. The chieftainship goes by seniority; i.e., the oldest man in` the tribe is generally chief. 
Mr. Strutt.-The aborigines are reported to have chiefs, but of very limited authority. The old men 

have the principal influence; but, under ordinary circumstances, every man does as he thinks proper. The 
women, as amongst other barbarous people, are entirely subject to the men. 

Mr. T. M. Allan. -The greatest murderer is the greatest among the tribe, which is the only approach to 
chieftaincy known. Particular individuals bad particular hunting and fishing grounds, but no power over the rest of the tribe. 

Mr. Godfrey.-There is a so-called chief, I think, hereditary ; but not always devolving on the eldest 
son, if there be more than one. The former chief of the Lower Loddon, old "Jerribung," seemed to have more 
authority and weight amongst the tribe, in the early days of settlement, than his son or sons now possess, 
for they have degenerated into nobbler drinkers. Their old father knew not of spirit. 

Mr. Thomas.-Chiefs are not hereditary—elected. 

57. Is there any division of clans or castes? 

Mr. Busdert.-There were family distinctions somewhat similar to that of caste. 
Mr. Sherard.-They are divided into tribes. 
Mr. Murray.-No division of clans or castes. 
Mr. Crooke.-None. 
Mr. Beveridge.-There are neither clans nor castes. 
Mr. Strutt. —The tribe may be considered as a sort of clan; but there are no castes. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-By tribes and families, which are kept distinct by the fear and enmity they entertain for each other. 
Mr. Godfrey.-Questions. from 57 to 67 do not seem to apply to so low a race as I treat of. Mr. Lewis.-The boys at seven or eight years of age are called " Wankums," and go through the 

operation of having the front tooth knocked out. Several kinds of food are prohibited to them in this 
stage. At about sixteen the youths are made " jibb6n." There are many ceremonies observed on this 
occasion—marching in figures, shouting, and beating the ground with boughs. The "jibban" is not allowed to 
eat some kinds of food until about twenty to twenty-four years of age, when he may eat any food without restriction. 

Mr. Thomas.-No division, further than what is noticed in answer to question 55. 

58. What are the privileges enjoyed by or withheld from these? 
Mr. Rusden.--No particular privileges existed with regard to the two family distinctions. Every body 

in the tribe was of one or the other of two family connotations ; and betrothals were regularly made so 
as to keep in view the family caste to which the betrothed belonged. 

Mr. Crooke.-None. 
Mr. Street.-None. All fare much alike. 
Mr. Thomas.-There are no privileges, further than that some animals and birds may be eaten by 

the aristocracy and aged, which the young are not permitted to participate, though they may have procured them. 

59. What care is taken to keep them distinct, and with what effect on the physical and moral character of each? 
Mr. Rusden.-They were kept distinct, as a matter of course and of duty by all. 
Mr. Shutt.-The tribes occasionally intermarry. 
Mr. Thomas.-Laws well understood among them—restraining the young, who feel the import, of them. 

60.
What laws exist antong the people? How are they preserved ? Are they generally known, or confided to 

the memory of 
a chosen set of persons? What are their opinions and regulations in reference to property, and 

especially the occupation and possession of the soil? Does the practice of hiring laborers exist among them? 

Mr. Rusden.-Laws of satisfaction for injury done, by means of submitting to an ordeal in which 
the offender exposed himself to danger, were the principal social restraints in vogue. They did not assume the 
form of the Saxon Were-gild, by which an injury could be compounded for; but they required that the offender 
should run the risk of a similar injury to the one he had done. According to the magnitude of his offence 
he had to receive one or more spears from one or more of the relatives of a deceased person; or where the 
injuredperson had recovered strength, he might himself discharge the spears at the offender. 

No one endeavored to evade the law. It was preserved traditionally in the memories of all :—the 
old men being authorities in case of doubt. 

No property in soil was recognized, nor were laborers employed ; but each tribe defended its 'own 
territory, and each individual was willing to do a kindness without fee or reward. 

Mr. Crooke.-Their laws are generally known. There is no practice of hiring laborers. Their laws are 
something like those of the gipsies, but all are on a perfect equality, except that of prowess. Some of their 
laws, such as initiating young men, are unnatural, and too disgusting to relate. 

Mr. Beveridge.—They have no existing laws. They never hire labor. 
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Mr. Strutt.—The only rule the aborigines appear to possess, is to retaliate for injuries received, as 
in cases of murder. These matters are determined at a council, as stated above. They have no property in, 
nor do they occupy the soil. Their only property is the food they catch, their clothing, and the articles 
they carry with them in their bigs, with their weapons. 

Mr. Thomas.—Their laws are well known ; summary and simple, relating to property and persons. 
They hold that summary punishments, as they have no settled abode, are preferable. They, however, have been known to keep prisoners for sacrifice to their dead, if within forty or fifty miles from their tribe, till 
they have arrived. I may remark, that when corporeal punishment has been inflicted, the culprit is 

again received into the community as though he had never offended—in fact, before he undergoes his punishment, he is in nowise dis-esteemed. 

61. Have they any knowledge or tradition of a legislator, to whom the formation of laws is ascribed? 
Mr. Rusden.—They had no knowledge of a legislator. 
Mr. Fisken.—They have no knowledge of a legislator. 
Mr. Crooke.—None. 
Mr. Beveridge.—None whatever. 
Mr. Strutt.—No. 
Mr. Thomas.—Their laws and form of government, they have a notion, were given them by Iturukurook, 

a deity of whom they speak with veneration. 

62. Do they rescind, add to, or modify their laws, and how ? 
Mr. Rusden.—They did not rescind their laws, but implicitly obeyed them. 
Mr. Crooke.—No. 
Mr. Strutt.—No. 
Mr. Lewis.—Murder is always retaliated upon either the murderer, or one or more of his tribe. 
Mr. Thomas.—They never rescind or extenunate their laws, nor add to them ; as they are natural laws, like the Medes and Persians. 

63. Are they careful in the observance of them ? 
Mr. Rusden.—See reply to 62. 
Mr. Crooke.—Yes. 
Mr. Skene.—I believe them to be careful in the observance of their laws. Mr. Strug.—They observe the determination of a general council. 
Mr. Thomas.—Most tenaciously, and in their execution. 

64. What are their modes of enforcing obedience, and of proving and punishing delinquency ? 
Mr. Rusden.—Obedience was never withheld; but would have been enforced without doubt, if necessary, by the assembled tribe. 
Mr. Crooke.—By quietly sending word, which is sullenly obeyed sooner or later. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They have none. The strongest steals from the weak at times, and laughs at the 

victim. In general they are very honest amongst themselves. 
Mr. Strutt.—If a native disobey the general resolution, he would be killed by his own tribe ; or perhaps 

be handed over to another tribe for immolation, in settlement of some feud. The natives have some super-
stitious use for human kidney fat ; but they are reluctant to talk on the subject. 

Mr. Thomas. — Corporeal punishment for minor offences, on the head ; for more grave, hurling spears at 
the offender. They take little trouble in proving the case, but are invariably correct. 

63. How are judges constituted? Do their trials take place at stated periods, and in public ? 
Mr. Rusden.—The old men were looked up to as expounders of what should be done. 
Mr. Crooke.—All hands are judges. Trials take place in public. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They never have any judges, and the only trials they ever have are upon the occasion 

of a murder having been committed ; then, the culprit has to stand up as a target, to be speared at by about 
twenty of the tribe. If he escape (as is generally the case) he is received by the tribe upon the same footing 
as he was before the murder. 

Mr. Strutt.—There 
are no judges. Councils are held when another tribe is concerned ; but quarrels and 

disputes amongst members of the same tribe are usually settled at once by those who are present. Should 
these attempts fail, the quarrel is decided by a fight on the spot, in which the strongest of course is the victor. 

Mr. Thomas.—Their judges are the ancient or old men. Their trials and punishments are in public. 

66. How do they keep prisoners in custody, and treat them ? 
Mr. Rusden.— There were no prisoners in custody at any time. 
Mr. Crooke.—By force of arms. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They never keep any prisoners incarcerated, as no offence is deemed worthy of punish- 

ment, unless murder ; and the punishment of this crime follows immediately upon the commission thereof. 
Mr. &mit.— They have no prisoners. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—Female prisoners are made the wives of their conquerors—male, generally killed and eaten. 
Mr. Thomas.—By watching them night and day till arriving at the encampment, when they are at once summarily dealt with. 

67. What are the crimes taken cognizance of by the laws? Is there gradation or commutation of punishment? 
Mr. Hull—Running the gauntlet of spears, usually. 
Mr. Rusden.—Offences against individuals were crimes. Blabbing about the secret rites of a tribe was a crime. All breaches of custom were visited with some punishment. 
Mr. Wilson.—A quarrelsome treacherous fellow was compelled to fight till he was crippled and disabled 

from fighting. One who betrayed the tribe was compelled to stand up and receive a certain number of blows with the nulla nulls. 
ABORIGINES. —r. 
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Mr. Crooke.- Chiefly abduction. Strangers are killed in the bush, when found, without trial. There 
is very little crime against one another, but it is capital to be found to be a stranger. There is a commutation 
of punishment. 

Mr. Shene.-They are generally, a beating with a waddy, one of their instruments of war. Are killed 
on the spot. 

Mr. Beveridge.-Murder is the only offence taken notice of 
Mr. &nat.-Principally murders, and taking away the women. In the former case the tribe would 

endeavor to kill the murderer ; in the latter they would take away other women in their revenge. Every 
tribe, however, is expected to remain within its own territory, and an aborigine found by another tribe within 
their district, without good cause, is liable to be at once killed. 

Mr. Thomas.-Adultery, theft, and murder. Theft and murder is of rare occurrence ; adultery very 
common. There are grades. and commutation, according to circumstances. 

relate. 
Mr. Rusden —My remarks principally apply to the Hunter River blacks. 
Mr. Wilson.-The Mitta Mitta and Upper Murray Rivers, and surrounding country, a mountainous 

region, is the district referred to in the above remarks, under the headinr ,  " Government and Laws." 
Mr. Fisken.-The region (Lal Lal, &c.) begins thirty-five miles, and extends sixty-five miles, N W. from 

Melbourne, and laterally about twenty miles. The country is timbered and well watered. 
Mr. Aitken.-The district is generally mountainous, wooded, and well watered. The limits difficult to 

define. 
Mr. Beveridge.-The country inhabited by the aborigines herein described extends from Swan Hill on 

the Murray River, along said river northerly about 120 miles, to -the Moornpal Lakes, inclusive, and 
including about twenty miles of country on each side of the river. The country is of a sandy, saline, arid 
nature ; a great portion of it is covered with malice scrub. In close proximity to the Murray there are 
numerous lakes, lagoons, and reed-beds. 

• Mr. Strutt.-The aborigines in this (Echuca) district are to be found chiefly by the banks of the 
Murray, Goulburn, Campaspe, and Lake Moira, and sometimes at the homesteads on the various stations. 
The vicinity of the rivers is generally well timbered. The whole region is very flat, consisting of immense 
plains, intersected by belts of timber. Some of these plains extend for many miles, and are without water. 
The natives at present rarely frequent the plains. Formerly they would hunt the turkey and emu, as the long 
grass afforded them the means of approaching unperceived ; but since the lands have been occupied by sheep 
and cattle, the same facilities no longer exist ; the game also has become more scarce. 

Mr. Godfrey.-The Lower Loddon country consists of a series of plains, studded here and there with 
the salt bush, with occasional box tree forests and gum swamps ; these latter caused by the over-flowing of 
the banks of the river during the winter months generally. It is naturally a parched arid district ; I have 
known eight months, consecutively, without rain. Then again, in a wet winter, the greater part of this level 
country is under water, especially the frontage of the river, which is unapproachable at such times, and 
remains so boggy that a horse will scarcely be got into the plains until the return of dry weather has hardened 
this flooded soil ; it then cakes as hard as any brick, and would defy the best plough. Mosquitoes swarm 
during September and October, but November's heat dispels them. Their (the blacks) usual beat commences 
about Newbridge on the Loddon, and they seldom go lower than Kerang or Farmers Public House, for they 
then verge on a hostile tribe—the Murray blacks of Reedy Lake and Swan Hill. They range about fifteen 
miles on the east and west bank of that river, fearing the Campaspe tribe on the east, and the Avoca blacks 
on the west, if they exceeded- that distance. 

Mr. Gottreux.-That part of the county of Villiers, north of the 38th degree of latitude, comprising 
plains and slight*,  timbered and forest lands. 

Mr. Thomas.-The geographical limits of the two Melbourne tribes are from the source of the Yarra 
eastward, S.E, by the river Tarwin ; dividing range between the Yarra and the Goulburn river, north ; 
south by the sea coast; the river Exe to the west. Aboriginal boundaries are judiciously defined, by rivers, 
creeks, and mountains ; which, by what I have learnt, is universal. For example, the Yarra tribe claim all 
country south and north of the river to dividing range; on this ground, that all the waters flow into the Yarra. 
The Western Port or coast tribe claim all the country from ranges, creeks, &c., that fall into the sea, to the 
Tarwin. The Goulburn tribe, in like manner, claim north of dividing range all the country where creeks 
and waters fall into the Goulburn River. This water and range boundary is as judicious as among civilized, 
if not preferable. The character of the country is diversified, containing rivers, swamps, creeks, ranges, 
abundance of roots, game, and all the necessaries of life. 

69. State approximatively the number of inhabitants. As this is an important, but very difficult question, 
it may not be amiss to point out the modes in which the numbers may be ascertained. The people themselves may state 
their numbers with more or less accuracy, but it should be known whether they refer to all ranks and ages, or merely 
comprehend adult males, who may be mustered for war, or other general purposes requiring their combination. In this 
case state the apparent proportion between adult males and other members of families. The number of habitations in a 
particular settlement may be counted, and some idea of the average numbers of a family be given. Where the 
people inhabit the water-side, the number and dimensions of their craft may be taken, and some idea of the proportion 
between the number of these and of the individuals bilonging to them may be formed. In drawing conclusions 
from observations. of this kind, it will be necessary to have due regard to the different degrees of density or rarity 
in which, from various causes, population may be placed. 

Mr. Ilwalen.-69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, are partially answered ; but it may be necessary to add 
to what I have said in reply to questions 11 and 12, which bear to some extent on the point involved in 
question 73. 

Missionaries have gone amongst the aborigines, as they would have gone to any savages living 
apart from European influences. With a laudable reliance on the efficacy of their doctrines they have looked 
forward to obtaining the same results as might have been possible if the aboriginal tribes had not been 
decaying under the influence of causes over which neither the missionaries nor the blacks had any control. 
When a whole tribe disappears in the course of one generation, how can the teacher look forward with hope ? 

No long time elapsed before it became plain to all who were intimately acquainted with the habits of the 
blacks, that such missions must necessarily fail—that the missionaries were powerless to avert the evil effects 
of contamination of the blacks by the whites,—that those effects entailed the speedy destruction of every 
tribe—and that the only possible result would be failure after failure repeated at the borders of civizilation, 
which the missionaries are step by step compelled to betake themselves to in order to find materials for 
their experiments. But whatever might be the convictions of those who had had practical experience on the subject (and that experience led many unsuccessful missionaries to the conclusion that the laity 

GEOGRAPHY AND STATISTICS. 

68. Briefly state the geographical limits and character of the region inhabited by the people to whom the replies 

11. 
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were right in asserting that success could only be hoped for by means of removing the blacks from their 
native haunts while young, and rearing them apart from the evil effects of indiscriminate association with the 
whites), there have always been found missionaries of laudable zeal but of insufficient reasoning powers, 
who have determined to prosecute their labors on the same footing as those which have already signally failed. 

Indeed, some of them seem so wedded to their zeal as to prefer failure on the beaten path to success 
obtained by any method which men of the world may recommend. Thus it is that, though one such 
experiment ought to have decided the matter, failure after failure is pointed to, to prove that the blacks 
are irreclaimable; when really the only thing proved is that certain Europeans are illogical and obstinate. 

The committee will perceive, in the document which forms a portion of my reply to questions 11 and 12, 
that no sooner did Archdeacon Hale, at Adelaide, apply a more practical mind to the question, accompanied 
by no less religious zeal than had distinguished previous missionaries, he effected great results. 

One civilized Christian black, even though he die at an immature age, in the Poonindie station, is 
an object which, when compared with the debauched relics of the tribe§ in Victoria, may well awake a 
desire to see in this colony a station set apart like the one at Poonindie. 

Beveridge.-The only craft used by the aborigines are made of the bark of the gum tree. Each 
adult (male) has one. 

Mr. Strutt.-The number of the aborigines is estimated at about five hundred individuals, including 
women and children, as stated in reply to the first question. The natives themselves cannot give any 
information as to their numbers, except in their own immediate vicinity. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.-See statistical returns of last census compiled under my superintendence, as chairman 
of the Warrnambool Road Board. No boats of any description. A ship seen at sea was considered a monster 
of the deep, and named a " Koorong." When seen, the natives fled the coast. 

Mr. Gottreux.-About one hundred. 
Mr. Thomas.-Generally answered in questions 1 and 2. In large congregating tribes in years past, I 

usually calculated the number of houses or miams in each separate hamlet, also the tribe ; • and took note 
generally of the extending encampments ; marking the distinction between each tribe, and by calculating at 
the rate of five or more blacks to each miam, gave the gross amount ; which was generally correct, a few 
blacks more or less. 

70. Has the number of inhabitants sensibly varied, and within what period? 

Mr. Shuter.-The number of inhabitants has sensibly decreased since the settlemant of the Europeans 
in the colony. 

Mr. Strutt.-They have decreased considerably, as stated also in reply to question 3. 
Mr. Gottreux.-The numbers have decreased at least one-half, during the last eight years. 
.112r. Lewis.-The number of the aborigines has not yet very perceptibly decreased ; but there is a great 

and visible decrease in the number of births ; a majority of the infants of the young native women being 
half-castes. No instance has been seen among the natives of this tribe where the mother of a half-caste child 
has afterwards had a black one. 

Mr. Thomas.—Awfully diminished within the last ten years. See question 3. 

71. If it have diminished, state the causes ; such as sickness, starvation, war, and emigration. When these 
causes require explanation, please to give it. If the inhabitants are on the increase, is this the result of the easy 

and favorable circumstances of the people causing an excess of births over deaths ; or is it to he assigned to any 
cause tending to bring accessions from other quarters? State whether such causes are of long standing or recent. 

Mr. Hull.-Destruction of infants, sickness, disease, loss of country, and consequent desire to die-
" Tumble' down and jump up white fellow." 

Mr. Shuter.- Sickness I think has been the cause of the decrease of the inhabitants. 
Mr. Murray.-The numbers have diminished in consequence of there not being any births. During 

twelve years there have been only two births in the Colac tribe. This I consider to be attributable entirely to 
the extent of prostitution amongst the women. 

Mr. Strutt.-The causes are stated in reply to question 3. 
Mr. Gottreux.-No births have taken place to make up for the numbers that have died. 
Mr. Thomas.-Habitual drunkenness, bringing on pulmonary diseases, and the absence of their natural 

exercise, the chase ; living a kind of half and half life between savage and civilized, without a progressive 
tuition for the difference. They have had occasional increase to their number, by females from Gipps Land, 
yet are unable to keep up their number. Their introduction of Gipps Land lubras have been within the 
last seven or eight years. 

72. Is the population generally living in a manner they have been long accustomed to, or have new relations with 
other people, and consequently new customs and practices, been introduced. 

Mr. Shuter.-I think so. Many bad customs and practices, but few good ones, have been introduced. 
Ar. Murray-New customs and practices introduced by their relations with other people have almost 

entirely superseded their original manner of living. 
Mr. Crooke.-Yes. No new customs and practices have been introduced. 
Mr. Beveridge.-Very nearly so. They have a few innovations upon old customs, such as wearing 

European clothes, smoking, &c., &c. 
Mr. Strutt.-The aboriginal population is not living in the manner of their forefathers, owing to 

the new customs and practices they have learned from the Europeans. 
Mr. T. M. Allan -Mode of living modified by residence among the whites. Males generally live about 

among the farmers. Females and children are left to shift for themselves in the forest, and are actually worse 
off than before the advent of the whites. 

Mr. Gottreux.-They live generally as they used, with regard to their habitations and wandering 
propensities • but their food and clothing have improved in consequence of their working for and intercourse 
with, the white population. 

Mr. Thomas.-In the bush they live as in their primitive state, without the least inclination to depart 
from it. If in the precincts of Melbourne or a -village, the males will clothe themselves as civilized; but on 
returning to the encampment, off go their clothes, and they have done with civilization for that day. 
They have no new custom, but are awfully degraded from their first state. 
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73. If the people, being uncivilized, have come under the influence of the civilized, state to what people 
the latter belong, hou, they are regarded, and what is the kind of influence they are producing.* State the points 
of their good influence, if any, and those of an opposite character, as the introduction of diseases, vices, wars, 
want of independence, 4.c. 

Mr. Hull.— The venereal was not introduced by the colonists ; it existed before, as it does with all 
savage tribes. All the missions, from the original catholic mission, through almost every denomination of 
protestant missions, have failed, it would be too severe perhaps to say, in any case, from want of proper 
zeal or conduct in the missionaries ; but rather from a total inability in the aboriginal to comprehend 
anything of the nature of the Deity. 

Mr. Beveridge. — The people under the influence of whom they have come are British. They are regarded by the aborigines as beeing one of a very superior order. I am sorry to say that the influence 
exercised by the British is the opposite of good, because the aborigines are prone to (like their more civilized 
brethren) imbibe the vices of those with whom they associate, instead of their virtues. 

Mr. Strutt. —The intercourse with Europeans has had a good'influence in producing a greater regard for 
human life, and for the advantages of peace and order amongst the aborigines. In some instances they 
have applied to the local authorities for redress, in cases of assault, and of course have obtained it. The 
prejudicial results of European intercourse have been the introduction of syphilis, intoxication, and the 
inordinate use of tobacco ; and the diminished feeling of independence, owing to many of their new wants 
being supplied by the Europeans, without any adequate return. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.— The advent of the whites has been injurious to them on the whole. Your committee 
is itself an evidence of this. The whites have brought with them their diseases and vices, and destroyed 
the feeling of independence among the blacks. 

Mr. Thomas. — Many have come under the civilized influence, who have been brought, or kidnapped from 
their own country, and have, by constraint, entered into all the forms and habits of civilized life ; but when 
opportunity offered have returned to their old habits. The native police, as a body, was perhaps the 
most likely to retain their civilized habits ; but such was not the case. When equipped and on duty, from 
their  had co personal appearance, one would argue that civilization had taken root, and that moral improvement 

mmenced,—it was lamentably otherwise. The corps were notorious swearers and drunkards. Those at 
the Barwon mission turned out in a like manner, though the worthy ministers who conducted that mission felt 
confident, and published to the world "that six or seven might faithfully be reported as being converted." 
Some have had trades; but after all have wrenched themselves from civilization; and, in endeavoring to find out 
their own tribes, have been murdered by other blacks on their way. Two fine girls and a boy were rescued 
from King's Island some years back, and humanely taken charge of by two pious maiden squatters to the 
westward. The boy, after a short time bolted. One of the girls turned out bad, and no one knows what 
became of her ; the other is now a fashionably dressed profligate, in fine furnished apartments in La Trobe- 
street. These last three were educated, and with care. I have seen the two girls often at the Wesleyan Chapel, Geelong, with their pious guardians. 

74. Is there any tendency to the union of the races? how is it exhibited, and to what extent? 
Mr. Shuter.— There are a few instances of the union of the races. 
Mr. Crooke.— Occasionally. By each tribe knocking a tooth out of the young men,—also initiation. Very little. 
Mr. Beveridge. — The way in which the union of the white and aboriginal races is displayed, is by the numbers of half-breeds running about. 
Mr. Strutt. — Half— caste children are occasionally born and reared, but their number is only small. Mr. Gottreux.— No tendency to the union of races. 
Mr. Thomas.— None whatever. There was, however, a shepherd to the westwrd, some yeas back, who 

was desirous of having an aboriginal girl, whom he had had for his hutkeeper
a 
 for eighteen

r 
 months, for 

his wife ; the girl was from the Wimmera. The overseer bringing a quantity of sheep to Melbourne, the 
white shepherd and black lubra accompanied ; and the different clergymen on the oad were treaed 
to marry them, but to no effect. The overseer eventually tried the Lord Bishop of

r 
 Melbourne.

en 
 This

t 
 is the only case I ever heard of. After eighteen months I found this black lubra among a tribe of blacks; 

she said her white husband was dead, and she returned to the first tribe of blacks she found. 

SOCIAL RELATIONS. 

75. What hind of relationship, by written treaty or otherwise, subsists between the nation and other nations, 
civilized or not? Have they any intercourse by sea with other countries? Do any of them understand any European 
language? Or are there interpreters, by whom they can communicate with them. 

Ilfr. Sltuter.—Questions 75 and 76 are not applicable to the aborigines of this district. 
Mr. Crooke. —There is no sea intercourse with other countries. They communicate by sending messengers. 
Mr. Beveridge. —They have no intercourse by sea or otherwise with other countries. Most of the 

aborigines speak sufficient English to make themselves understood. 
Mr. Strutt.— The natives have no relationship nor intercourse with other nations. Most of them under-stand a little English. 
Mr. Gottreux.-75 and 76.—They have no social relations. Their mode of fighting amongst themselves in their drunken brawls cannot be called warfare. 
Mr. Thomas.—Between the five nearest tribes to Melbourne there is a kind of confederacy or relationship, 

which, I apprehend, is followed out through the length and breadth of Victoria. Thus the Yarra, Western 
Port, Geelong, Goulburn, and Devil's River tribes, though continually quarrelling, nevertheless are in a 
degree united ; and to accomplish (or force) this united interest, according to their laws, marriages are 
not contracted in their own tribe;—for instance, a Yarra black must get himself a wife, not out of his own 
tribe, but either of the other tribes. In like manner a Goulburn must get his lubra from the Yarra, Devil's 
River, Western Port, or Geelong tribe. Thus a kind of social compact is formed against any distant tribe who 
might intrude upon their country, when all unite to expel the intruder. They have no intercourse by sea with 
other tribes. Formerly the Western Port blacks used to make very large barques and cross over Western 
Port to French Island at a certain season of the year after eggs. They need no interpreters ; all the adults 
under thirty years of age speak English well; pronounce it far better than half the Scotch or Irish emigrants. 

* This question will comprise the existence of missions—the success or the want of it from causes connected with missionaries 
themselves or others. 

a 
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76. Are they peaceable or addicted to war? Have they any forms of declaring war or making peace? What is 
their mode of warfare, either by sea or land, their weapons and strategy? What do they do with the slain and with 
prisoners? Have they any mode of commemorating victories by monuments, hieroglyphics, or preservation of individual 
trophies, and of what hind? Have they any national poems, sagas, or traditions respecting their origin and history ? 
Where Europeans have introduced fire-arms, ascertain the modes of warfare which have given place to them. 

State whatever particulars respecting their origin and history are derived, either from traditions'' among 
themselves or from other sources. 

Mr. Hull.—See my pamphlet and refer to Messrs. Thomas, Bunce, Parker, and Mr. Miles's papers. The 
same reference is given for queries 77 to 88 inclusive. 

Mr. Rusden. —In many tribes I have known the hands of enemies slain in a foray to be carried as 
trophies for weeks. I have known cannibalism imputed to a tribe (quite guiltless of it) on the ground of 
these hands being found at a camp. 

Mr. Fisken.—Peaceable. 
Mr. Croohe.—War. They kill their prisoners and eat them. 
Mr. Beveridge. —They are peaceable. They have no forms of declaring war or making peace. Their only 

mode of warfare is by surprize—they creep into their enemies' camp at night, when the camp is hushed in sleep, 
and slay all that cannot escape ; which, in most instances, are women and children, or invalids. What they do 
not make use of for food, of those slain, they leave exposed for the crows, or until such time as the vanquished 
people return to bury them : they never take any prisoners. They have no method of commemorating 
victories or preservation of personal trophies. They do not possess any poems, but have some oral traditions 
of their origin. They never make use of fire-arms in their warfare. In their traditions respecting their 
origin they say,  at one time they were all birds and beasts, and there was no sun, but darkness dwelt upon 
the land ; but in a dispute between an emu and native companion, the latter threw an egg of the former up 
to the sky, when it broke and became the sun, and the world was flooded with light, and thousands of the 
birds and beasts became men. 

Mr. Strutt. — They are peaceable at present. They do not appear to have any form of declaring war, 
as it is usual to surprize the enemy ; but peace is generally celebrated by a great corrobery. Their weapons 
are chiefly the spear and waddy, or club. They have but few fire-arms, and these are used for shooting wild-
fowl by the steadiest and most trustworthy natives. They do not make prisoners. They are strongly 
suspected of having been in the habit of eating the bodies of the enemies they had slain—but on this point 
they will not afford any information. They have no trophies, monuments, or records of any kind. 

Mr. J. M. Allan. — Their main tactic in war is to effect a surprize. They keep the kidney fat as a 
trophy, concealing it in their hair ; also portions of the hair. No traditions as to origin, &c. In their wars 
they do not use fire-arms. 

Mr. Thomas.— In their present diminished state, they would be totally unfit for war. I do not think that 
a complete muster of the five confederate tribes would amount to anything like the number of one of them 
nineteen years ago. They were formerly much addicted to fighting. They have forms of declaring war: ambas-
sadors are sent who are furnished with regular diplomas, —two small sticks, devices on them purporting their 
mission for peace or war. These messengers, or ambassadors' persons are held sacred, however repugnant their 
instructions ; and, after transacting their business and receiving the reply, they are safely conducted out of the 
district to the borders of their own country. I should have stated, that the returned ambassadors receive 
the replies on two pieces of stick or thick bark. They fight on land. Their weapons are spears, wonguims, 
shields, and bludgeons. They do not take prisoners. If any are killed, their own tribe bury them. I never 
knew but one killed on the assembling of the tribes, which was not in a fight, but a corrobery. However 
determined and obstinate a fight may be, when over, all are friends ; and it is affecting to see parties, who, an 
hour before were enemies, sucking each other's wounds. There are no means of commemorating fights further 
than talking about them over their night fires. They have particular songs for sacred and traditional dances ; 
have traditions of the creation, cause of wind, and other things. Although scarcely an influential black but 
has a gun, yet they never use them in battle : they consider guns a cowardly means of defence. What 
traditions they have have been handed down to them through many generations. 

RELIGION, SUPERSTITIONS, ETC. 
77. Are the people addicted to religious observances, or generally regardless of them? 
Mr. Rusden. — So far as the rites or customs extant amongst the blacks may be deemed the remains of 

any form of religion, it may be said that the blacks are rigidly observant of their duties. As I am not 
intimately acquainted with the traditions of the tribes in Victoria, I shall not dwell on this and the succeeding 
questions, which will no doubt be accurately answered by Mr. Parker, Mr. Thomas, and other persons; but I 
may mention that, in the ceremonial by which youths are inducted into manhood—in the respect for the 
secrecy attached to that ceremonial,—in the songs sung and the implements used thereat, I have found a 
remarkable similarity pervading the customs of all the blacks with whom I have conversed on the Australian 
continent, at Moreton Bay in the north, and at the Goulburn River in Victoria, no less than at the Murrum-
bidgee. Without doubt these customs are remnants of religious observances, and they are rigidly adhered to. 
No woman can be present at these ceremonies, nor can any child. Great solemnity is observed in preparing 
youths for the ordeal ; the ground around is marked and the bark of trees is carved in certain well known 
manner and shape ; and the neophyte must not, under fear of death, mention the particulars of the ceremony. 
A vague idea of superior power of some spirit is associated with these ceremonies, but it is flickering, and 
scarcely enables one to pronounce whether the being contemplated is beneficent or malign. The order of the 
ceremony is distinct, however, and no native would deviate from it in any particular. Many Europeans, who 
have gained the confidence of the aborigines, have at different times and in different tribes been permitted to 
be present at the ceremonies ; and a knowledge of them would be a safe passport for a traveller in a strange 
tribe, if by any means he could communicate the fact of his initiation. The wonder and the readiness to 
fraternize shown by strange blacks to an initiated white man, seen by them for the first time, are very great ; 
accompanied with earnest entreaties not to reveal anything unlawfully. But with the gradual extinction of 
a tribe, carelessness about their ceremonies creeps in, and they lose all national feelings, without acquiring 
from the whites any substitute but the craving for spirits and tobacco. I allude to ceremonies formerly 
extant in New South Wales. 

Mr. Shuter.— Generally regardless. 
Mr. Murray.— They appear to have no religious observances whatever. 
Mr. Fishen.—Regardless of religious observances. 
Mr. Crooke.—No. Yes. 
Mr. Beveridge. — They are utterly regardless of religious observances. 
Mr. Strutt. — The aborigines have no religious observances, so far as Europeans can ascertain. 
Mr. .1. M. Allan. —No idea of religion. 
Mr. Godfrey.—Totally unenlightened. 
Mr. Gottrear.-77, &c.—There seems to be no idea of religion amongst this people ; consequently, no 

priests, no rites, no superstitions. 
ABORIGINES.—S. 
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Mr. Thomas.—Totally regardless of them. They pay great attention to me while I am addressing them, 
and give ready assent ; but you hear no observations from them afterwards. I have, however, often been 
requested not to speak to them in their own language, because it made them frightened—evident proof that 
they are not destitute of reflection. 

78. Do they adopt the idea of one great and presiding Spirit, or are they polytheists? 
Rusden.-78 to 89.—For reasons given in reply to 77, I leave unanswered. 

Mr. Shuter.—They are not polytheists. 
Mr. Crooke.—Uncertain and varying. 
Mr. Aitken.—They believe in an evil spirit. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They believe in one all-presiding Good Spirit. 
Mr. Strutt.—What ideas they appear to possess on this subject tend towards unity, in the existence of a 

spirit, to whom they ascribe a bad rather than a beneficent character. 
Mr. Godfrey.—They believe in one great presiding spirit, but only know him in his attributes of 

terror or vengeance ; not of mercy. They speak of him as " Big One Sulky," when thunder is heard. 
Mr. Thomas.—They have a notion of one Superior Being, but no way adore or worship him. If they 

have any passion towards him, it is fear. They, however, have other minor personages to whom they attribute 
control over portions of the universe. 

79. If polytheism exist, what are the names, attributes, and tables connected with their deities, and what are 
the modes in which devotion is paid to each? Are any parts of the body held sacred, or the reverse? Do they offer 
sacrifices, and are they of an expiatory character, or mere gifts? 

Mr. Shuter.—They offer no sacrifices, so far as known to me. 
Mr. Crooke.—They do not offer any sacrifices. 
Mr. Beveridge.—The name of the Good Spirit is " Gnowdenont." They have tablets relative to this 

Spirit, nor have they any method of paying devotion to it. No part of the human frame is held sacred, 
nor do they offer any sacrifices. 

Mr. Strutt.—They offer no sacrifices, nor gifts. 
Mr. Godfrey.—Questions to 83 totally inapplicable. 
Mr. Thomas.—Principally answered in my article upon superstitions, &c. They offer no sacrifices to 

any deity ; but invariably offer a sacrifice as a peace offering to their dead. This sacrifice is no less than the 
reins of a fellow creature. 

80. Have they any sacred days or periods, fixed or moveable feasts, or religious ceremonies of any hind, or any 
form of thanksgiving, or other observance connected with seasons? 

Mr. Shuter.—I do not think they have. 
Mr. Crooke.—No. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They have no sacred days or feasts or religious ceremonies of any kind. 
Mr. Strutt.—They have certain general meetings, at which all the members of the tribe are expected 

to attend ; but these meetings are at irregular intervals, and their object is not always known to Europeans. 
Mr. Thomas.—They have no sacred days, or moveable feasts, unless it be when the reins are procured 

from a fellow creature ; when after three days continued dancing and rejoicing, their bodies are cleared from 
all appearance of mourning, and there is rejoicing in its stead. 

81. Have they any order of priests? and if so, are they hereditary, elective, or determined by any particular 
circumstances? 

Mr. Shuter.—They have no priests, so far as I know. 
Mr. Crooke.—No. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They have no priests whatever. 
Mr. Strutt.—No. Some of the older men have some influence, but only of a personal character. 
Mr. Thomas.—They have doctors or priests, dreamers, enchanters, &c., who are consulted upon all 

difficult dreams, supposed apparitions, and such like. The decision they come to is at once credited and 
believed. 

82. Is the religion of the people similar to that of any other people, neighboring or remote? If different, are 
they widely so, or dependent on particular modifications, and of what kind? 

Mr. Crooks.—None. 
Mr. Thomas.—I do not think that there is the least difference ; in fact, they have no conception of 

worship. In continued plagues, such as myndee, &c., they have fear. 

83. In what light do they regard the religion and deities of neighboring tribes? 
Mr. Crooke.—Do not care. 
Mr. Thomas.—With total indifference. Even the worship of Europeans does not strike them further than 

they see all clean. They have, however, often been struck with the white man building so large a place for 
God, and making no other use of it ; and this I have often endeavored to take advantage of, by trying to 
impress on their minds, that the place is sacred and must not be used for any other purpose. 

84. Is there any idea of an inferior order of spirits and imaginary beings, such as ghosts, fairies, brownies, and 
goblins; and how are they described? 

Mr. Sherard.—Yes. 
Mr. Shuter.—I think they have ; but I cannot describe them. They are afraid to move about in the dark. 
Mr. Murray.—They appear to dread sonic unseen power that may injure or destroy them. 
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Mr. Wilson.—They had a superstitious dread of the Buckeen, a spirit who was supposed to steal the 

kidney fat from a blackfellow, while he slept A blackfellow who imagined his kidney fat had been taken 
away in this way generally pined away, refused to eat, and died. They sent out parties, generally two young 
men, to Buckeen. These fellows stole about during the night, watching and tracking their victim. They 
observed great secrecy and vigilance. When they had made sure of their quarry, they waited till the dead 
of night, stole noiselessly up, speared their victim, and dispatched him with the nulla nulla. They then cut 
off portions of his flesh, which they eat, and took out the kidney fat. This fat was much prized among them; 
they preserved it in a piece of dried skin of a blackfellow, rolled up like a tobacco pouch; and in a case of 
sudden alarm, I have seen a blackfellow, ale with fear, rush to his net (a bag), take out this pouch, open 
it, and smear his face with the fat. When a blackfellow died suddenly, being drowned, or died from some 
accidental cause, they sent out a Buckeen party to take the life of one belonging to another tribe, in order to 

•  propitiate the Evil Eye. These in turn made reprisal, and thus, life after life was taken. The ceremony 
of knocking out the tooth of the young men took place about the age of eleven to fourteen ; this was always 
performed by an old man, who used for the purpose a sharp instrument, and a stone. They believed the 
Morgigong (a spirit) was present during this ceremony. The women were present, but sat apart from the 
men. After the tooth was knocked out (one of the incisors of the upper jaw) the boys, now young men, were 
consigned to the care of an old man, who provided food for them for a few days ; they were left then to hunt 
for themselves, and were not allowed to encamp with or go near their mothers, or any females for several 
months. The women raised pyramidal mounds of earth at the place where the ceremony was held. They 
placed sticks or wands upright on these mounds, with feathers tied to the top. 

Mr. Crooke.—They are superstitious, but it is not defined. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They have an idea of a very wicked spirit, named " Gnambucootchaly," of which they 

are very much afraid, more especially at night. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—They believe in the existence of evil spirits, whom they seek to propitiate by offerings. 

Water spirits are called " Turong ; " land spirits " Potkoorok ;" another is "Tambora," inhabiting caves. 
These they suppose to be females without heads. 

Mr. Godfrey.—There is a vague notion of a goblin, called by a corruption of our word Devil. They say 
"Dibble, Dibble," and they are greatly afraid of this imaginary ghost. They also are in great terror of 
"wild blackfellows," and can scarcely be persuaded to go far away from a station alone, unless on horseback, 
or with a gun, when they feel more plucky. This " wild blackfellow" is, no doubt, the ever-expected seeker 
of retribution for the death of one of their tribe. These blacks go away themselves on such a mission, to seek 
some unprotected lone blackfellow, and they well know others are seeking them in a similar way, and for a 
like reason. This great never-ceasing murder, added to their child-murder, drunkenness, and promiscuous 
connection with whites, is a sufficient reasonable ground for concluding that their extinction is only a matter 
of time. 

Mr. Thomas.—They have an idea of ghosts, spirits, and other imaginary beings.—[See my vocabulary.] 

85. Have they any notions of magic, witchcraft, 02 second sight ? 
Mr. Shuter.-1 think not. 
Mr. Crooke.—All kinds. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They have no idea of magic. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—Yes, a great many. 
Mr. Thomas.—None whatever ; unless one of their priests is sulky, when they have their fears of some-

thing dreadful coming upon them. 

86. What ideas are entertained respecting the heavenly bodies? Have they any distinction of stars, or constellations? 
and if so, what names do they give them, and what do these names signify ? 

Mr. Shuter.—I cannot tell. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They have a name and legend belonging to every planet and constellation visible in 

the heavens, but it would take too much time and space to transcribe them here. 
Mr. J. Al. Allan.—They have. The sun (yarh yar,) and moon (unnung,) they suppose to be spirits. 

Whychurl " is their name for a star. They are much afraid of thunder and lightning ; calling the former 
"murndell." 

Mr. Thomas.—They have names for the heavenly bodies. They have distinction of stars. Some of 
them they maintain were once blackfellows, but for certain good acts were taken to heaven and made stars of. 

87. Are they in any manner observed with reference to the division of the year, and how? 
Mr. Sherard —Yes ; the moon. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They are not connected in any way with the division of the year. 
Mr. Thomas.—They have accurate notions, and have terms for the four seasons, which they determine 

by the motion of the heavenly bodies. 

88. If time is not divided by observations of those bodies, what other mode is adopted ? and do observancies 
connected with them rest with the priests or chiefs? 

Mr. Crooke.—Seasons. 
Mr. Beveridge.—The only method they have of dividing the year is by heat and cold, or summer and 

winter. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—They divide time by the seasons. 
Mr. Godfrey.—Their only mode of computing time appears to be by the moon ; its full especially is 

noted : and now, they have the advantage of dating from the nip," or settlers' yearly regular shearing 
time. This seems to supply them with a mode of stating years, which before they had not months or moons 
then satisfied them. 

Mr. Thomas.—Time is divided by the motion of the heavenly bodies. They have also other modes, such 
as the blossoming of trees and shrubs. They can accurately define the very month by this method ; for in 
Australia there is not a month but some tree, shrub, or flower is in blossom ; and for exact assembling they 
calculate and arrange time in the latter way. 

C 
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89. When the traveller, by personal acquaintance with the language, or by means of competent assistance from 

interpreters, can freely converse with the people, it will be desirable that he should form some idea of their amount of 
intelligence, their tone of mind with regard to social relations, as respects freedom, independence, or subserviency, and 
their recognition of moral obligations, and any other psychological character which observation may detect; and more 
especially such as may contribute to an estimation of the probable results of efforts to develop and improve the character. 

Mr. Crooke.-They have no notions and care not. 
Mr. Godfrey.-From fifteen years' experience and intercourse with tribes in various parts of the colony, 

I think I may state, that the Lower Loddon tribe are below the average standard of blacks generally, both 
imorally and physically. They are the laziest I have ever seen, and fearfully addicted to drunkenness. Those 
frequenting the banks of large rivers, such as the Murray, &c., appear a much finer race altogether. 

Mr. Thomas.—This query is principally answered in the foregoing. I may briefly state that Providence 
has endowed them with sufficient intelligence for their present state ; in fact, their intelligence may be said to 
be instinct. Tenacious of social relationship—tenacious of freedom—two blacks (aged) brought into the 
Melbourne ;gaol many years back, fretted so, that they both died, and on the same day. They are by no 
means ungrateful, and well remember any previous kindness. The preservation of Buckley for two-and-thirty 
years, without in the whole period ever ill-using him, ought ever to indelibly rank them as a humane race ; 
more so, as Buckley was more ignorant than the blacks, and perfectly useless to them : quite a different 
man to Rutherforde, who lived many years among the New Zealanders, and who was a shrewd active fellow. 

ADDITIONAL REPLIES TO LIST OF QUERIES. 

[The following communications were not received in sufficient time to include them in the foregoing classification.] 

Marcus Sievwright, Esq., Melbourne.-The writer having had the honor of receiving a circular dated the 
27th October, 1858, from the Hon. T. McCombie, chairman of the select committee of the Legislative 
Council, appointed to inquire into the present condition of the aborigines, which circular is accompanied by a  • 
number of queries thereon, with a request to give any information on the subject—I feel much pleasure in 
forwarding the following information, premising at the same time that the answers sent are given from 
recollections made in accompanying the late Captain C. W. Sievwright, who received an appointment as 
Assistant Protector of Aborigines during the years commencing January, 1839, to March, 1843.-89, Swanston-
street, 10th January, 1859.—MARCUS SIEVWRIGHT. 

REPLIES TO DIVISION No. I. 

1. The district will contain about fifty aborigines, consisting of the remains of one or two tribes formerly 
known as the Waddowrow tribe. 

2. The existing natives about Melbourne consist of more males than females, both sexes being in bad 
health ; and their ages average thirty. 

3. From my personal knowledge during the last ten years, the mortality has been very marked among 
all the tribes around this city and townships, and from what I have personally observed after having 
visited districts during an absence of seven years—the chief causes of mortality being pulmonary complaints, 
accelerated by venereal diseases, and which have in my opinion taken such a firm hold on their constitutions 
as will now decimate them in the course of comparatively a short time. 

4. I am not aware of assistance of any kind being given to the aborigines, except it is through William 
Thomas, Esq., Guardian of Natives, who is a most zealous and worthy advocate in their behalf. The aborigines 
in my opinion at present have no means of living anywhere within the settled districts; and I need scarcely 
remark that, in consequence of the alienation of their land and subsequently the purchasers or Crown-tenants 
fencing them out of their demesne, they have been driven (to use a homely phrase) from pillar to post to eke 
out the remainder of their existence. I believe there is an aboriginal reserve at Mordialloc, and I believe it is 
fit for its purpose, although the natives should have the privelege of choosing their own camping or reserve 
ground. 

5. In reply to this question, I think Mr. Thomas would be the gentleman who would undertake the 
duties referred to. 

6. The natives are with rare exceptions addicted to excessive intemperance; the drink I suppose coming 
through their being supplied by the publicans. I have no direct testimony off the latter subject. 

7. The compulsory keeping the natives from the towns, particularly in the interior, would be of some 
benefit, but it would not attain the desired object unless the blacks had a depot or reserve to induce them to 
return when compelled to avoid the constabulary; and the police would have great difficulty in keeping them 
away from towns. 

8. I am not aware, but I think there are many medical men ready to undertake the performance of 
medical duties for a proper compensation. 

9. The natives are all quiet about Melbourne, and in Geelong when I was there; but in the interior, viz., 
all over the western district, in the years 1840, '41, '42, and '43, I was very often a witness to the result 
of their depredations of property and of the taking away of life among themselves. But I am unable to state 
whether the white population now avail themselves much of the services of the natives, or compensate them 
by wages or otherwise. 

50. I have known the natives to steal from the settlers, in the first instance 'through want, and being 
emboldened by success and led on by an evil-disposed chief or leader, they have continued to perpetrate the 
mischief of sheep-stealing or the destruction of cattle and horses wantonly and in excess of the benefit derivable 
from destroying more than what they could consume. 

11. The Rev. Mr. Tuckfleld, a Wesleyan missionary, resided about forty miles from Geelong, and 
endeavored during 1840 and some time after to educate the aborigines, as well as Assistant Protector 
Sievwright, but their efforts in the western district were (with a few exceptions) quite fruitless. 

12. My opinion of their general intelligence is, that the children and young natives, and in many in-
stances the middle aged blacks are, when kept from intoxicating drinks, very intelligent, and are prone to 
receive a slight education, literary and moral. 

13. I can suggest a plan to the honorable committee by which the Government may serve to ameliorate 
the aborigines from ultimate extinction ; and that is—In the unsettled districts large reserves should be 
chosen, and the locality should be marked out by the natives, and set apart from the settlers. Fencing in the 
reserve should be (where practicable) carried out, and allowing or reserving also plenty of hunting or fishing 
grounds. Let there be a homestead presided over by some intelligent European family, who are to endeavor 
to keep the natives from communicating with any other white person, and to supply them with a daily 
allowance of food, such allowance being portioned out conditionally to the males doing such work on the 
station as required of them, such as fencing, grubbing, &c., and occasionally withholding the supply of food 
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to a greater extent from such as can work and wont work, or such as leave the homestead. The natives 
should be also induced to erect small huts to live in, and they should be well clothed in winter with woollen 
clothing, and supplied with good medical attendance to keep down prevailing diseases among them. 

14. From the inherent tendency of all the natives to change and travel, I think, after what I have 
observed among them, that the remains of the tribes about Melbourne and the inland towns should have 
several small reserves or homesteads to enable them to visit or change to, as their hunting grounds are occupied, 
and which they should be induced to stay or settle at, during the whole year round. In having more than one 
reserve, the inducement to settle, when their roving propensity takes place, would be for them to call and 
locate at such a homestead as they would feel disposed to reside at, and so keep them from calling at the towns 
or scattering themselves through the bush and public houses. 

15. The aborigines have every disposition to imitate their white brethren in nearly everything ; but 
from the tendencies implanted in them, they find the less restrictive savage life more enticing than civilization, 
and a great difficulty exists to reclaim them from their habits thoroughly; and I am strongly convinced that 
the rising generation should be induced to follow some European occupation, so as to divert their attention 
from joining their parents and others in keeping up their customs. 

The Queries from 1 to 16 in Division 2 remain unanswered, in consequence of the subjects being too 
abstruse. 

ANSWERS TO DIVISION ON INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY LIFE. 
• 

17. There are some tribes who observe a ceremonial procedure on the birth of a child. Others do not 
observe any, except it is very trifling, by indulging in a chaunt got up by the head of the family, and no 
difference is made if male or female. 

18. Infanticide used to be, and in some tribes is still very prevalent. The habit of destroying children 
arose generally from hunger, which eventually was perpetuated into a custom, and caused female children 
to be destroyed as soon as they were barn, allowing the males to survive ; the male children being a greater 
acquisition to a family than females. I think they would have no great objection to give up their orphans or 
other children to the whites to be nursed, subject however to the children being taken in full. 

19. I never yet knew of native children being exposed from any cause. 
20. There is no practice, that I am aware of, of dressing or cradling children, further than when the 

native mothers in the Mount Rouse (native name " Kolor ") district, were digging for roots, they hung up 
the child in a basket until their digging was over. 

21. The only method adopted in altering the shape of the body, is that of puncturing the cartilage of the 
nose, about the age of five or six years, and inserting in the orifice as large a piece of reed as they can bear, 
which distends the nostrils considerably ; and with the Goulburn tribes, the custom of puncturing out the 
two front upper teeth was a ceremony that never was dispensed with by the males on attaining the age of 
puberty. 

22. The native children are taught early by precept the means of providing for themselves, in hunting, 
fishing, digging for roots, &c., and follow their parents or tribe through a variety of hardships, such as taking 
long journeys at the age of two or three years, through interminable forests or endless plains, during great 
dearths of water and food. At the age of six or seven, the females are betrothed, and very often earlier, to 
their future husband, who is thus rewarded by a wife in prospect ; the girl's father giving her away on the 
occasion of some great feat of courage having been performed by the intended husband : and on the age of 
puberty among all the tribes, the males undergo the ceremony of circumcision; on which rite being performed, 
the boys are taken great care of by their father's, hs not allowing thereto wet their feet. 

23. The only remarkable sports among the boys is their indulging in throwing round pieces of thick 
bark along a row of playfellows, who are armed with miniature spears, and as the round piece of bark rushes 
past, they endeavor, and often succeed in striking the dart into the middle of the bark. Another game 
indulged in by the children of some tribes, as well as by the men, is making a piece of wood shaped like a long-
pointed walnut, with a long thin wooden handle. This is held by the thinnest end of the handle ; then they 
strike the knob on a knoll of grass, and send it flying through the bush in a hopping style. The children 
have also miniature corrobborees ih the day time. 

24. Puberty takes place among most tribes at the age of twelve with the females, and fourteen with the 
males; and I think fourteen is the earliest period at which the females have given birth. 

32. Chastity among the aborigines is deficient to the same extent as portrayed by the lower orders 
in London and elsewhere. I extract the following from Henry Mayhew's work on " The London Labor and 
the London Poor," page 477, as a passage applicable to the subject. He writes :—" Nothing can well exceed 
"the extreme animal fondness for the opposite sex which prevails amongst them. Some rather singular 
"circumstances connected with this subject have come to my knowledge, and from these facts it would appear 
"that the age of puberty, or something closely resembling it, may be attained at a much less numerical 
"amount of years than that at which most writers upon the human species have hitherto fixed it. Probably 
"such circumstances as the promiscuous sleeping together of both sexes, the example of the older persons 
"indulging in the grossest immorality in the presence of the young, and the use of obscene expressions, may 
" tend to produce or force an unnatural precocity, a precocity sure to undermine health and shorten life." 

As to chastity being cultivated, it is rather the reverse. I have known certain females who generally were 
refugees or runaways from other tribes, and were compelled to follow the life of courtezans, in consequence of 
not having a parent or male relation to protect them. The cries which the female has uttered at night, by 
blows received by the unfortuate victim at the hands of the men, have reached the encampment, and created 
feelings of disgust, when it was known that a compulsory cohabitation was enforced for a time by a number 
of men. 

There are superstitions among most tribes as to the chastity of mothers-in-law towards their sons-in-
law. They establish a rite that makes it compulsory on the mothers-in-law to avoid the sight of their son-
in-law, by making the mothers-in-law take a very circuitous route on all occasions, to avoid being seen, and 
they hide the face and figure with the rug which the female carries about her. 

34. There is often a dance takes place among the women on the occasion of a great marriage; other 
times the ceremony consists merely in the intended husband making a tent, and his bride comes to it after 
dusk, and remains with him until dawn, and then returns to her parents' fireside. 

35. Polygamy is practised, particularly among the larger tribes ; not to a great extent though ; about 
four women has been the greatest number of wives which the writer has seen kept by one chief. Should a 
native warrior or chief proceed on a tour, his wife or wives are given in charge to his brother (if any), and 
a co-habitation takes place until the return of the husband. 

36. Divoice is not at all frequent. Now and then a wife runs away from her husband, and goes with 
some other man belonging to a distant tribe, where she always has to remain ; the fear of being murdered by 
her husband or his tribe, if ever she was caught, prevents her from ever expecting a return to the tribe 
she left. 

37. The treatment of widows depends mostly on their youth and beauty. There are some who, among 
the males, are considered worth fighting for, on account of their being handsome or useful in domestic duties. 
Should a widow be advanced in age, she seldom Ends a husband, and she therefore joins some family, and 
assists in the domestic duties of providing food. 

38. Among the wild tribes the prevailing food is composed of animals and vegetable substance-
Sometimes the district in which some tribes or parts of tribes live is nearly devoid of animal food, and then 
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roots, plants, and herbs form the chief nourishment. Fishing on the coast, as well as in lakes, rivers, creeks, 
and marshes, is a favorite pursuit during the proper season. They always trust to the bounty of nature, 
nor do the aborigines ever cultivate vegetables or rear animals, except taming the native dog. They generally 
broil their food, either on the living embers or in the ashes of their fires. They also, by the process of 
heating stones, bake or steam kangaroo, as well as a certain esculent vegetable called " moonung," which, 
when cooked between heated stones, turns quite sweet, and then is termed " mimes." The writer has seen the aborigines, in their savage state, indulge in every sort of food, who did not scruple in eating their own 
children and relations' bodies, as well as their enemies' flesh : they except the head, which is either burned 
or buried ; and the most deadly snakes, as well as grubs, the eggs of ants, and many reptiles, are eaten by the 
natives, and they reject nothing except spiders and caterpillars. As they approach civilisation they leave off 
eating the above description of food. The writer has never known of any fermented or exhilarating liquor 
among or used by the blacks. They generally have two meals a day, in the morning and at sundown, but 
often eat in the middle of the day, and their capacity for temporary or sustained exertion is great. Fire arms 
should be given only to those who are specially known for sobriety, and who can be recommended by an 
European as being worthy to use a gun, which will be attended with a good result in hunting ; and 
registration will be of good service in preventing them passing the fire arms from one to another. 

36. In the summer time, in the unsettled districts, the men and children mostly go in a state of nudity, 
the females wearing either opossum or kangaroo rugs or mats of grass ; and, as winter approaches, the skins 
of animals are made into cloaks and worn by the men. The young females wear a fringe about the loins. 
No special dress is used for great occasions. In going to a battle or dance, the men throw everything off, 
and paint themselves over with red ochre and white chalk, and tie on bunches of leaves round their ancles. 
and put cockatoos' feathers in their hair. The practice of tatooing used to be more extensively in vogue 
among the tribes about Port Phillip Bay. The natives in the western district not having such deep cica-
trization as the Melbourne, Geelong, and Goulburn tribes ; regular streaks on the shoulder blades, about the 
size and thickness of the human fingers, were very often observed by the writer on the chiefs' and warriors' 
backs, as well as smaller cicatrizations on their breasts and those of females ; and (as observed before) the 
cartilage of the nose is pierced in both sexes, and the two front upper teeth of the men in the Goulburn 
tribe are knocked out. 

40. The writer was a spectator about eighteen or nineteen years ago of a variety of athletic sports, 
games, and dances among the Melbourne, Geelong, Colac Lakes Kilambeet and Tarang tribes, in the Portland 
districts, as well as at Mount Kolor, near the Grampians. At Kilambeet the younger men would engage in 
the morning in wrestling matches, and at night on the occasion of tribes meeting, would have a dance called 
a corrobboree, in which men (and some boys) would dance to a song sung by a leader near a large blazing fire, 
with about six to twelve women beating time on their rugs rolled or wrapt up very tight. The women also 
have a dance among themselves, exhibiting themselves quite naked, with the exception of their fringe all round 
the loins made of grass or threads taken out of European rugs, and descending about half way to the knees; but 
the female dances were seldom indulged in. 

41. There are no games of chance except playing with a string, familiarly known as "cat's cradle." 
42. The natives appear to be short lived, from the diseases introduced by Europeans ; but the writer 

has no personal knowledge as to whether there is a similitude with respect to longevity among the natives 
and Europeans. 

43. The sick are mesmerised and are looked after very carefully by their families, and carelessly 
attended if the sick person has no relatives ; and they seem perfectly ignorant as to whether diseases are 
contagious or not, and no medical treatment is adopted. They believe that an evil spirit or enemy has caused 
their illness. The writer has not observed for the last twelve years what diseases are prevalent among the 
natives. 

44. The writer is unable to answer this query. 
45. .The like reply. 
46. The mode of disposing of the dead in and near Port Phillip Bay tribes, is by burial in the ground, 

by tying the body in a roll, the corpse is thrown head foremost into the grave from five to eight feet deep. 
In the Portland Bay district it was generally the custom to burn the dead, where timber 'was plentiful; in 
other cases they would put the bodies in the forks of trees covered with branches. 

47. In cases of interment the clothing and implements of war, with domestic utensils, are deposited with 
the dead. Murder is not concealed, except in the case of one or two who are leagued together and enter into 
an enemy's ground or camp, on which occasion secrecy is adopted with every precaution. The writer has 
seen on one occasion, a tribe of fighting men come to an encampment where a few females were, and one man 
out of the warriors approached with a spear and sent it into the body of a young female, the wife of another 
native warrior, who looked on without retaliating, until the following day, when a regular pitched battle took 
place, and the murderer was well thrashed. 

48. There is no subsequent visitation of the dead and the bodies are buried separately. 
49. The aborigines believe in the soul of the deceased returning in another body in the character of another individual. 
50. The habitations are generally composed of wood branches, bark, and leaves, consisting of one apart-

ment, and when the encampment has been occupied for some time, the habitations are left to decay. No 
method is adopted in building either into villages or towns. 

51. No monuments have been raised. 
52. The writer cannot comply with this query. 
53. 54. The like replies to these questions. Domestic animals are not to be seen, except dogs (obtained 

from the European) and the dingo. 
. 55. The Government among the natives partakes of a republic. 

56. The chiefs are elective. 
57. There is no division of clans or castes. 
58. None. 
59. None. 
60. The writer is not aware of any set of laws which have been or are in existence among the natives, 

and he never made research on this subject. No practice exists of hiring laborers. 61. None, except leaving it to the elders of the tribe to talk a great deal. 
62 to 67. The writer is unacquainted with the subjects connected with these queries. 

GEOGRAPHY AND STATISTICS AND SOCIAL RETURNS. 

68 to 76. From absence and a continued residence in the city of Melbourne, the writer is not in a position 
to reply to these questions satisfactorily. 

77. None, and regardless of religious observances. 
78. They do not have any great spirit, but are polytheists. 
79 to 88. The writer, from other avocations pressing on him, regrets to be unable to reply to these queries. 
89. The European cannot do better than be an observer of the manners, customs, &c., of the 

aborigines, and by patience, perseverance, and a quick perception of the native in his natural state, he will 
not only learn much, but ingratiate himself with the black, and be the means of doing much in ameliorating 
the natives of Australia. 
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