
REPLIES TO A CIRCULAR LETTER, WITH LIST OF 

QUERIES. 

To obviate the inconvenience of the attendance of persons as witnesses from various parts of the colony, the 
Committee ordered the following circular, enclosing a list of queries, to be extensively circulated 
amongst such persons as were believed to be in a position to afford information upon the subject 
under inquiry:— 

" Sin, 
" The Select Committee of the Legislative Council of Victoria, appointed to enquire into the present 

condition of the aborigines, solicit your attention to the accompanying queries, and will be much obliged by 
your replying to the same at your earliest convenience. 

" They are put forward with the view of endeavoring to ameliorate their present condition, and of 
obtaining as much information as possible in reference to their past history and present condition. 

" The questions which have reference to the second portion of the inquiry have been taken from 
queries which were, some time ago, forwarded to the Chairman of the Committee by the British Association 
for the Promotion of Science, and may not all be deemed applicable to a race deemed so low in the scale of 
civilization as the aborigines of this colony. 

" A great similarity exists between these queries and a list of questions on the same subject which 
have been drawn up by the Ethnographical Society of Paris, thus showing that men of learning in Europe 
are most anxious about information regarding races likely to become extinct. At the meeting of the British 
Association, at Birmingham, Dr. Pritchard, well known as the author of a work on the various races of men, 
pointed out instances in which this' extinction had already taken place to a great extent, and showed that 
many races now existing are likely at no distant period to be annihilated. He pointed out the irretrievable 
loss which science must sustain if so large a portion of the human race, counting by tribes instead of 
individuals, is suffered to perish before many interesting questions of a psychological, physiological, and 
philological character, as well as many historical facts in relation to them, have been investigated ; whence 
he argued that science, as well as humanity, is interested in the efforts which are made to rescue them, 
and to preserve from oblivion many important details connected with them. 

" If you are in a position to afford the Members of the Committee any information on the subject, they 
will be obliged by an answer to this circular at your earliest convenience.* 

" By order of the Committee, 

" THOMAS McCOMBIE 

" Chairman." 
"A. Nors.—The questions are numbered in order to afford every facility for replying without unnecessary trouble. You will be pleased to 

particular in stating the number of the question to which you are replying," 

Appended are the queries and replies ; and, for the convenience of having the information supplied in a 
connected form, they have been classified, and the replies to each query are grouped under the same. 

DIVISION I. 

GENERAL QUESTIONS. 
1. Can you give the committee any information of the number of aborigines in your district, the names of the 

tribes, numbers belonging to each tribe? 

William Thomas, Esq., Guardian of Aborigines.In the counties of Bourke, Mornington, and Evelyn 
there are only thirty-six aborigines left ; these are divided, as in their primitive state on the foundation of the 
colony, into two tribes, commonly termed the Yarra and the Coast Tribe, viz 

Male '— s. Wawoorong or Yarra Tribe 	 13 	
Females. Children. 

8 	0 Boonoorong or Coast Tribe 	... 	 9 	5 	1 girl 5 years old. 
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John Orr, Esq.— I cannot give the number of the aboriginals, but can state they are very much reduced since 	diggings commenced. 
Henry B. Lane, Esq., Police Magistrate, Yachandandah.

— There are two tribes in this district, one on the 
Murray river (inhabiting both banks), and they appear to occupy the country from Howlong, twenty miles 
below Albury, to Dorado., thirty or forty miles above it. Their native name is "Werogery." A few years ago 
they numbered about 100, but are probably much reduced now. The name of the tribe is "Thar-a-mirttong;" 
they live on the banks of the "Kiewa " or Little river, distant from fifteen to fifty miles. They do not now-
number more than twelve or fourteen, but a few years ago there were at least fifty. There must be some 
aborigines however, inhabiting the almost unsettled country on the Upper Hume, Mitta Mitta, and Inomurgee 
(or Snowy) rivers, as I have seen their traces when on an expedition to Omeo. 

ABORIGINES.—g. 
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George Harrison, R.N., Police Magistrate, Castlemaine.
-There exists no regular tribe in the Castlemaine 

district. Some few natives hang about the diggings and are employed by dairymen and slaughtermen, and 
occasionally a straggler comes in from beyond the Loddon. • 

William Templeton, Esq., Resident Warden, Avoca.
-I think there are not at present more than 100 of 

these people remaining in this (the mining district of Maryborough) district. They are, properly speaking, 
divided into three tribes :—the Loddon, Avoca, and Richardson ; but they frequently join together when it suits their convenience. 

G. W. Rusden, Esq., J.P.-Questions 1 to 4 will be answered by the guardian of the aborigines in whose district I reside at Brighton. 
C. W. Sherard, Esq., Resident Warden, Ballaarat

-Between Creswick, Burrumbeet, and Chines, about forty; say ten men, fifteen women, and fifteen children. 
Charles Shuter, Esq., Police Magistrate, Bacchus Marsh.--About 

twenty-nine adults, and perhaps twelve children. 
Hugh Murray, Esq., Colac.---I 

will confine myself to the tribe in the Colac district, with which I am 
well acquainted =Name "The Colac Tribe"; number of tribe, nineteen. 

Albert Synnat, Esq., Cope Cope, Wimmera. 
—Without having any certain data, I would say that there 

may be 150 aborigines, young and old, living in this part of the Wimmera district, who wander over a tract 
from the Pyrenees north about 100 miles, and from forty to fifty miles in width. I do not think the tribes 
originally inhabiting this tract are still distinct from each other, but that they live now rather in families, 
without other distinctive appellation than that of the creek, mountain, &c., near which they generally live. 

James Wilson, Esq., St. Kilda.-There are very few aborigines in the Mitta Mitta district, probably not 
more than twelve (12). The Talangatta creek was the hunting ground of the Ginning-matong tribe. There 
are only three of this tribe now alive. 

A. Fisken, Esq., Lal Let. -Number, fifteen. NAwes of the tribes :—Lal La], Ballan, Merimu, Baronighurk. J. N. McLeod, Esq., J.P., Castle Maddie, Por011id.-1 
never could make out any diitinct tribe, but the usual number about my station on Darlott's creek is, I think, about fifty in all. 

F. Ormond, jun., Esq.,Bowiyalloch 
—There are about forty aborigines in this neighborhood =The Mount 

Emu tribe, seventeen ; Friendly Creek tribe, ten ; Warily Yallock tribe, thirteen. 
A. French, Esq., J.P. Moonvea, Hamilton.

-Questions 1 to 3.—The number of aborigines must have very 
much diminished since my arrival in this part of the country, eighteen years ago, as I seldom see any now, 
though I used constantly to employ them formerly. 

Edward Crooke. Esq., Holey Plain, Gipps Land.
-No. 

John C. Aitken, Esq., Thornton, Upper Goulburn
-So far as I can ascertain, the number of the aborigines 

in the Upper Goulburn tribe is about fifty. There is another small tribe on the Delatite or Devil's river, num-
bering about thirty, with which there is constant communication. 

William Skene, Esq., Warrumbeech, Hamilton.
-I have taken the numbers of four different tribes, as 

told over by one of themselves, viz. :—Wannon tribe, near Cavendish, nine ; Lake Condon, fifty ; Elerick or 
Portland, twenty-five ; Lower Wannon, about Merino Downs, thirty-four. 

Peter Beveridge, Esq., Swan Hill.
-There are seven tribes of aborigines in this district, commencing at 

Swan Hill and ending at the Moornpal Lakes inclusive. Beginning at Swan Hill and going on in consecutive 
order, the tribes are named as follows :—Boora Boora, Watty Watty, Mutty Mutty, Waiky Waiky, Sitchy 
Sitchy, Yarry Yarry, and Darthy Darthy. Each name is the negative of the language spoken by the respective 
tribes. These tribes will average about fifty-five, old and young. Of course some of them exceed that number, 
and others again do not number nearly so many. 

William 0. Allan, Esq., J.P., Allandale-( per Lewis Gilles, Esq., P.M., Warrnambool).--There are only nine aborigines in the two parishes of Mepunga and Talangatta. 
J. H. Craig, Esq., J.P., Warrnambool —(per L. Gilles, Esq., P.M.)-Lady Bay tribe, or "Pertobe." The present number of this tribe will not probably exceed forty. 

. 	Police Serjeant Archibald, Warrnambool- (per L. Gilles, Esq. P.M.)-About thirty-four (34). Charles E. Strati, Esq., P.M., Echuca.-The aborigines in this district belong to the Echuca tribe ; 
Echuca being the native name for this part of the Murray. The number of aborigines is difficult to ascertain 
with exactness, as they are always wandering about ; but it is considered that about 500 may be at present 
living in or near Lake Moira, the Murray, and its lakes and tributaries on this side of a line drawn half way 
between Echuca and Swan Hill. 

J. M. Allan, Esq., J.P., Looram, Warrnambool.
-The Villiers tribe contains forty-four males and twenty-

eight females. The Heytesbury tribe, nine men, three women, and six children, including both sexes. 
Henry Godfrey, Esq., Brighton.-About forty blacks are all that remain of the tribe known as the " Lower Loddon." 
Henry Gottreux, Esq., the Gums, Caramel.-In the district or county of Villiers, from 150 to 200, divided 

into five or six tribes ; viz., Port Fairy, Spring creek, Maston's creek, Hopkin's river, and Mount Rouse, 
numbering from thirty to forty each. 

John L. Currie, Esq., Wardy Yallock. -I do not think there are more than from twelve to twenty, and 
principally the remnants of the Emu creek and Wardy Yallock tribes. 

C. J. P. Lydiard, Esq., Superintendent of Police, Belfast. —Somewhere about 300 in the county of Villiers, 
all of the same tribe, although divided into parties, each party claiming a separate portion of the .county as their country. 

George Stewart, Esq., P.M., Belfast-So far as I can ascertain, the Belfast tribe now consists of ten men, four women, and three children (two boys and one girl). 
Patrick Mitchell, Esq., Kangatong.-The number of aborigines in this district may be computed at from 

120 to 150. They consist of the Mount Rouse tribe, together with a few others, whose former tribal distinctions 
are now obliterated. 

Daniel Bance, Esq., Botanical Gardens, Geelong.-I was informed yesterday by one of the tribe (Billy Gore) that there are nine males and five females. 
Cecil Pybus Cooke, Esq.-There are several tribes near me, but none are known here by their native 

names ; the three principal ones are the Harlot creek, Lake Condah, and Eumerella. I should consider that 
they numbered no more than forty in each. 

William Huon, Esq., W oodonga. -A bout thirty.five. Names of tribes—Tharamattay and Wooradgery. 
This is an approximation as to number, but I think I may safely state that both tribes do not exceed forty. 

Alfred Currie Wills, Esq., P.M. and Warden, Omeo.--Name of tribe—Gundanora. Numbers—In May, 1835, there were about 500 or 600 men, women, and children, resident during a few months of each year, at 
their head quarters on the elevated plain of Orneo. In 1842 they frequently assembled there in large numbers, 
and often killed many cattle belonging to squatters, whose stockmen, it is said, retaliated by firing on them. 
Their hunting and fishing grounds extended northward to the Cobboras hills, southward and eastward to the 
river Tambo, and westward to the Bogong mountain range, rid the Gibbo and Mitta Mitta rivers. In 1843 
a great diminution in their numbers was first observed, and at this present date there are only two men and 
three women of the tribe living. These are distributed between Maneroo (N.S.W.), Snowy creek, and the 
River Murray. 

Cuthbert Fetherstonhaugh, Esq., P.M., Hamilton.-Between eighty and one hundred, named Mount Rouse and Wannon tribes, nearly equal in number. 
William Piper, Esq., P.31, Benalla.—Probable number of Aborigines in the Murray district, 146. Their arrangements into tribes no longer distinguishable. 
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Henry L. Lewis, Esq., Moira, River Murray..--The tribe belonging to this immediate neighborhood is 
called the Panggarang tribe. It numbers about forty. The next tribe on the north (Edward river) 
is called the Arramouro tribe, and numbers about thirty. The tribe on the opposite bank of the Murray and 
Lower Goulburn is called Owanguttha tribe, numbering perhaps eighty. There is a small tribe on the 
Murray, at and below Moama, " Woollathara," perhaps not more than twenty or twenty-four in number. 

2. Will you state the ages and the proportion of the sexes of the aborigines in your district, as nearly as you 
can ; their general condition, bodily health, and any other particulars you have it in your power to communicate? 

Mr. Thomas.-The Wawoorong or Yarra tribe have more middle-aged and old than young men in proportion r in fact, generally speaking, it is not the aged Who die, but the young, male and female, since the 
last ten or twelve years that they have taken to ardent spirits. In the Wawoorong or Yarra tribe are four 
.aged, I should say of the age of sixty and seventy ; the youngest is about nineteen. 

The Boonoorong or Coast tribe.—The oldest among them cannot be more than forty ; the rest are 
young, say from twenty-two years to thirty years. There is one fine girl, about five years of age, the 
offspring of a connection between a Coast black with a Gipps Land black lubra. 

Their general condition, as far as the necessaries of life are concerned (if I understand the question 
right), they want for nothing, or need not want. They are fond of their reserve, and when inclined, return to 
it, where are always tea, sugar, flour, tobacco, and soap, and have had from 1852 an annual distribution of a 
pair of good ordinance blankets. Their health, when they keep in the bush and are working with respectable 
farmers, their bodily health is as good as regular living Europeans. It is only when they stop for a week or 
two near a public inn, or with low characters, that their enervated constitutions are materially affected, 
which I have known so rapid that a few days have ended their career. Pulmonary disorders are what they 
are most liable to, and when drinking to excess, and not able to reach the encampment, down they lay, 
perhaps on a cold wet night, and throw themselves literally into the arms of death. 

Mr. Orr.-General condition, same as in 1839, bad. Bodily health bad from ardent spirits and diseases, such as influenza and venereal. 
Mr. Lane.-I have no means of learning the relative proportions of age or sex. The natives of this 

part (Murray) appear to me to be physically superior to those I have seen in the western districts. 
Captain Harrison.-No information. 
Mr. Templeton.-I cannot give any idea. 
Mr. Sherard.-General health good. 
Mr. Shuter.-I cannot speak as to their age. The proportion of sexes appears to be about equal. 

Their health seems to be good, with a few exceptions. 
Mr. Murray.-There are twelve men, six women, and one boy six years old, a half-caste ; their ages are 

from twenty-four to fifty ; their bodily health and general condition is good. The men are generally employed 
by the settlers. The tribe (Colac) was originally a powerful one, but in consequence of their possessing a 
rich hunting country, they were subjected to constant warfare with the surrounding tribes, which, at the 
time of the settlement of their country by Europeans (1837) had reduced them to about thirty in number. 

Mr. Synnot.-They are chiefly adults, and generally healthy. 
Mr. Wilson.-The Ginning-matong tribe comprehends two males and one half-caste female, viz. : Frank, 

about twenty-seven years of age, a very intelligent, quiet, and obliging creature. His home is at the station of 
Mr. Chas. Moore, Wagra, Mitta Mitta. He is generally employed breaking in young horses. Habits of 
intemperance begin to tell on his system,—formerly robust, he is now sickly and delicate in appearance. 
Neddy, aged twenty-one, a stout, muscular, young man, rambling and unsettled in his habits ; generally 
resides with white people, and is employed droving and horsebreaking. Mary Ann, a half-caste uneducated 
girl of fifteen, was lately living near Yackandandah. 

Mr. Fishen.-Nine males, five females, one half-caste child (male) aged five years. 
Mr. McLeod.-There are only nine children under ten years of age. Not many women ; some of them 

very old, also five of the men. There are four boys about fourteen years of age, and the rest are men from 
twenty to forty. 

Mr. Ormond.-The sexes are about equal, perhaps more males than females ; their ages from twenty to 
about fifty years. In the Mount Emu tribe there are two children, a girl and boy ; the girl about thirteen 
years of age, the boy eleven—half-castes. 

R. W. Shadforth, Esq., P.M., Wangaratta. -I cannot. 
Mr. Aitken. -The proportion of the sexes would appear to be nearly equal. Their bodily health 

generally good. 
Mr. Shene.-There is a very large proportion of males. These seem to be, most of them, about from 

twenty to forty years of age. There are very few children, almost none. They do not look healthy. 
Mr. Beveridge.-The males preponderate very considerably. The only reason I can assign for this 

excess is, because of the number of women that die yearly from their ill-treatment, or from diseases 
contracted by their own profligacy. There are very few under the age of fifteen, and the preponderance of 
those under that age are half-breeds. 

Mr. Allan.-Eight men and one woman, age from about sixteen to twenty-four years. All in good 
bodily health at the present time. 

Mro Craig.—Ages from about fifteen to thirty-five years. The females appear to be slightly under the 
proportion of males ; they certainly show decrepitude earlier than the males. 

Sergeant Archibald (Warrnamboo0.-Eighteen men, ten women, and six children. 
Mr. Strutt.-The aborigines seen in this district (Echuca) are mostly middle-aged, or in the prime 

of life • few youths, and scarcely any children. The proportions of the sexes appear to be about equal. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-Ages from two to thirty years. Generally unhealthy, caused by the use of ardent 

spirits
, 

the want, when sick, of medical attendance, medical and other comforts, as blankets, clothing, &c. 
Mr. Godfrey.-The lubras, or women, constitute a rather larger proportion of the sexes ; their con- 

dition is filthy and miserable. Bodily health indifferent. 
Mr. Gottreux.-From twenty to forty years of age. Sexes about equal. Health tolerably good. 
Mr. Currie.-Ages from twenty to forty. About equal proportions male and female. Condition—

depraved and degraded. 
Mr. Lydiard.-There are very few children, and these are, for the most part, half-caste. 
Mr. Stewart.-2 and 6.—They are generally healthy, but much given to indulging in ardent spirits, 

which is supplied to them by the publicans, who infringe the Publicans Act in this respect, although it is 
seldom possible to procure a conviction. 

Mr. Mitchell.-Only an approximation to their ages can be arrived at. The majority appear to be of 
twenty to thirty-five or forty years of age. Some few are apparently much older than these limits, and there 
is also a fair proportion younger. There are, however, few of unmixed parentage under ten years of age. Many 
of both sexes are very robust in appearance, and are capable of considerable exertion ; but, generally, they are 
of enfeebled constitutions, and easily succumb to attacks of those disorders incident to their exposed, unsettled, 
and improvident way of life. 

Mr. Bunce.-Nine males, five females, apparently healthy ; but much abused, through an over indul-
gence in strong drinks. 
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Mr. Cooke.—In the Lake Conda.li tribe there are about.  ten 
females, and 

. 	.1 as many males, above thirty years of age ; fifteen males and females frOm fifteen y ear.'e of age th twenty-five ; and the remainder, children from one year to five years old. These last are all , 1 think, half-castes.  
Mr. Huon.—Ages, from sixteen to forV years. Sexes, nearly equal: Bodily health, good. The tribes 

for the last few years have been in thUlutbit of frequenting the various diggings and other townships • and 
intemperance has carried off any members of the tribe that were sickly, or suffering from any disease. I may 
here state that one of their principal characteristics is indolence, and a total disregard for the future, so that 
their immediate wants are supplied. 

Mr. Wills.—The proporttia was about two males to one female. The remnant of the Gundanora tribe 
is now two men and thrii:e women. 

Mr. Fetherstorlhaugh.—Varying from five years to old age ; exact age cannot be ascertained, as they 
have no correct idea of time. Condition, very miserable. Bodily health amongst the younger portion generally 
good. The aged. appear Very infirm. 

Mr. Piper Murraydistrice. —Their condition seems to be contented and happy, their bodily health good. 
Mr. Lewis.—The ages are from infancy to perhaps sixty years. The proportion of the sexes, equal, or 

nearly so. Physical powers, not great. Their health varies frequently, and is often affected by low fever, 
resulting from the low• marshy grounds upon which they from preference usually encamp. They are very 
subject to rheumatism.  

3. Has the mortality during the last ten years been very remarkable, and what are the diseases to which they 
have mostly fallen victims? Does any particular disease which is likely to be propagated amongst the white population 
exist to any extent amongst them ? 

Mr. Thomas.—During the last ten years the mortality has been fifty-six out of a population in 1848 of 
ninety-two ; viz.— 

Males. Females. 
In the Wawoorong or Yarra Tribe 	... 	 15 
In the Boonoorong or Coast Tribe 	... 	 6 

N.B.—There has been but one birth preserved during these ten years, the girl noticed in the first 
question. "Diseases fallen victims to."—Diseases of the lungs, accelerated through the effect of ardent 
spirituous liquors, which operate more powerfully upon them than upon European constitutions. The 
venereal disease, under which they formerly grievously suffered, introduced by the white population, does not 
now exist to any material extent. If they contract it, they apply to me for bluestone, and quickly cure them-
selves 

' 
• but for the last three years I do not think it has been among them. 
Mr. Orr.—Very great mortality from being clad at times, and same causes as No. 2. Venereal is 

greatly propagated from them amongst the whites. 
Mr. Lane.—The mortality must have been very great of late years. A settler near this place 

(Yackandandah), assures me that twenty years ago the natives were very formidable and troublesome. I 
understand scorbutic diseases are most common. 

Captain Harrison.—No information. 
Mr. Templeton.—The mortality during the last seven years must have been very remarkable, as I am 

told there is not now one of these people for ten formerly. Diseases induced by intemperance and venereal 
disorders improperly treated are, I think, those to which the greatest number have fallen victims. 

Mr. Sherard.—The mortality has been very Beat during the last ten years, more especially since the 
discovery of gold. Intemperance, and exposure to the weather consequent thereon, seems to be the principal 
cause. 

Mr. Shuter.—Not very. The cause of death in most instances is consumption or decline. No. 
Mr. Murray. —The mortality during the last ten years has not been great, there is no disease among 

them. 
Mr. Synnot.—There has been a great decrease in their numbers during the last ten years. I do not 

believe that they have any disease peculiar to themselves, or which does not also prevail among the white 
population. 

Mr. Wilson.—Yes. Intemperance and exposure to cold damp air, sleeping at the camp without clothes 
after having been accustomed to live in the huts and wear the clothing of white people. A feud exists between 
this tribe and another tribe on the Murrumbidgee, and a good many lives were thus sacrificed. 

Mr. Fisken.—Mortality remarkable. Bronchitis, rheumatic pericarditis, psoriasis, intemperance. 
Particular disease.—No. 

Mr. McLeod.—All their diseases, I may say, are brought on from colds caught in the miserable and 
careless way they live. There is no disease among them likely to be propagated among the whites. 

Mr. Ormond.—The mortality, on the whole, does not strike me as being very remarkable. In the years 
1853-54 and 1855 there were a good many deaths from venereal disease, and accidents by fire whilst in a state 
of intoxication. Within the last three years several have died from pulmonary consumption. 

Mr. Crooke.—Mortality has been very remarkable. Syphilis exists. 
Mr. Aitken.—The mortality during the last ten years has been remarkable. Rheumatism, liver 

complaint, and intemperance are the principal causes. I am not aware that any disease exists amongst the 
aborigines likely to be propagated amongst the white population. 

Mr. Skene.—There have been a good many deaths from rheumatism, consumption, syphilis, and killing 
one another. 

Mr. .Beveridge.—The mortality during the last ten years has been very great. The diseases to which 
they have chiefly fallen victims have been of a pulmonary or venereal nature, or a combination of both. I do 
not think any of the aboriginal diseases can be contracted or propagated amongst the European population, 
unless by inoculation. 

Mr. Allan.—It has. Ten years ago this tribe (Mepunga and Talangatta) mustered full fifty, and 
seventeen years ago they amounted to full 100. Some have died from old age, others killed by neighboring 
tribes, and a number have died from influenza. I am not aware of any disease which is likely to be propagated 
amongst the white population. 

Mr. Craig.—Eleven years ago, I am of opinion, this tribe would number nearly 200, and very many 
have died from influenza and consumptive affections. The then continual warfare with other tribes, and 
injuries sustained amongst themselves, old age accelerated by intemperance (wherever spirits were obtainable), 
and the few children now reared, may account for their decrease. 

Lewis Gilles, Esq., P.M., Warrnambool.—I consider the answers of Sergeant Archibald to be very 
correct, and I require only to supply answers to some queries omitted by him. The mortality has been 
considerable within the last few years, and, I fear, chiefly arising from habits of intemperance, which, notwith-
standing the exertions of the police and care of the bench, it has been found next to impossible to check ; so 
difficult is it to procure evidence on which to convict the parties who supply the aborigines with spirits. 1 
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Mr. Strutt.—Yes. Great numbers have died from disorders arising from cold during the winter months 
A considerable number have perished through violence ; and latterly many have died through intemperance. 

Mr. J. M. Allan. —Have been reduced to one-fourth their number since the period specified. Influenza 
and inflammation of the lungs. Many also from venereal disease. No. 

Aft. Godfrey. —Mortality during the last five years (or since the gold discoveries) has been far greater 
than in the previous five years. Victims of drunkenness and debauchery. A sort of consumption also has 
lately thinned their numbers. The venereal diseases are much propagated amongst the whites. 

Mr. Gottreux.— Mortality not very remarkable, although, perhaps, above the average of that of the 
white population. Bronchitis and affections of the chest, resulting from exposure at all seasons and scanty 
clothing. No contagious disease. 

Mr. Currie.—The mortality in proportion to the numbers has been very great, principally from 
pulmonary complaints, venereal, and the effects of intemperance. No disease amongst them likely to be 
propagated amongst the whites, as far as I am aware. 

Mr. Lydiard.— Several have died during the last two years from rheumatic fever, caused by lying 
exposed, while drunk, to wet and cold. Fearful ravages have also been made among them from syphilis 
contracted from the whites. 

Mr. Stewart. — Ten years since the tribe is said to have been eighty in number. The cause of death 
appears principally to arise from consumption, accelerated by intemperate habits, and adoption of the vices 
of the Europeans. 

Mr. Mitchell — During the last ten years, the mortality among them has been very great, chiefly caused 
by pulmonary, and also by venereal complaints. They do not seem to be subject to any particular disease 
which seems likely to be propagated among the white population. 

Mr. Bunce.-3, 4, and 5 would be better answered by the police magistrate. 
Mr. Cooke. — Mortality during the last eight years, not very great ; they die principally from old age 

and consumption. 
Mr. Huon.—Very much so, and I believe in a few more years they will be nearly, if not totally, extinct. 

Influenza ; but I should say that intemperance, and the diseases resulting therefrom, is the principal cause of 
death. There is no disease I am aware of likely to be propagated amongst the white population ; but every 
epidemic from which the white people may be suffering attacks them, and the deaths are now numerous, 
in proportion to their number. 

Mr. Wills, Onwo. —The mortality has been very remarkable, caused by intoxicating drinks and the worst 
form of venereal disease, and last though not least, by gunshot wounds inflicted by stockmen. 

Mr. Fetherstonhaugh.—Mortality has been remarkable within the last ten years (from the statements of 
the early settlers). Pulmonary and venereal. 

Mr. Piper, Murray District. —Their disappearance during the past ten years has been remarkable, but I 
do not think any civilized inhabitant of the district can say how, when, where, or from what diseases the 
aborigines have died. 

Mr. Lewes. —I have not observed the rate of mortality greater during the last ten years than before. 
The diseases which appear most fatal to the natives in this district are influenza and atrophy, which is 
frequently a consequence of the former. They are not at present afflicted by any disease likely to be 
propagated amongst the whites ; although such has formerly been the case. 

4. Has assistance in the form of clothing, food, or medical attendance, been bestowed on the aborigines of your 
district by the Government ? What means have they of living? Are there any aboriginal reserves near you, or 
places well fitted for being granted as such? 

Mr. Thomas.—Liberal assistance in blankets, food, and medicines has been bestowed upon the aborigines 
in my district, and that by Government from the year 1852 ; but from 1843 to that period, none, save a blanket 
occasionally. Tfiey have ample means of living, as farm laborers: as such they are apt and ready, and 
welcomed at all times at the farms on the River Plenty. and wherever they go, When straightened, they fall 
back on the depot (which is seldom), where there is always on hand flour, tea, sugar, tobacco, and soap, and 
they have had since 1852 a pair of blankets each annually. They have two aboriginal reserves. viz.:—one in 
the county of South Bourke and Mornington, for the Boonoorong or Coast tribe, containing 832 acres. Another 
in the county of Evelyn and parish of Warrandyte, for the Wawoorong or Yarra tribe, containing on both 
banks of the Yarra, viz.:—on the south bank, 1103 acres ; on the north hank, 805 acres-1908 acres. 

11,1r. Orr.— No assistance has been given by the Government; and when it was given by the Government 
it did no good, from the erratic propensities of the tribes. They get plenty to eat by killing animals and 
digging for grubs, roots, &c., &c., and working a little for the whites, There are no reserves, neither are - 
they wanted ; for no power or inducement can locate them in one spot for any length of time. 

Mr. Lane. — No assistance of any kind has been given them by the Government. They live by hunting 
opossums, &c. There are no reserves, but there are plenty of places well calculated for such. 

Captain Harrison.— No information. 
Mr. Templeton.I am not aware of any ; I have not heard of any. Principally on charity and prosti-

tution. I am not aware of any (reserves), but think "Kerang," on the Loddon, as being entirely removed 
from the gold fields, might be selected. 

Mr, Sherard.— Not lately. Their original food, with the addition of clothing and food from the settlers. 
No. No. 

Mr. Shuter.— A small supply of blankets, rugs, flour, tea, sugar, and tobacco was obtained from the 
Government last year at the request of Mrs. McLeod, an inhabitant of Bacchus Marsh, and distributed by the 
clerk of the bench. They appear to obtain their means of living principally by begging from place to place. 
Occasionally they will do a day's work, for which they generally require to be paid in cash. They also obtain 
opossums easily, which is much used by them as an article of food. There are no aboriginal reserves in this 
district, but there are some places very well adapted for the purpose. 

Mr. Murray.— No assistance has been afforded them by Government. They (the Colac tribe) buy food 
with their earnings, and hunt. There are no aboriginal reserves here. There are places fit for such reserves. 

Mr. Synnot — They have had no assistance from Government, to my knowledge. They live by catching 
opossuins and other game, and from what they get at the difierent stations. There are no reserves for them in 
this part of the country (Wimmera). Almost any place would answer for that purpose where there was plenty 
of wood and water. 

Mr. Wilson. —No clothing: food, nor medical attendance, so far as I am aware, has ever been bestowed 
by the Victorian Government. Prior to separation from New South Wales, a few blankets were once or twice 
distributed by the late Mr. Bingham, Commissioner of Crown Lands, Tomut district. They generally live 
with and are supported by the white people. Both game and fish are abundant. There are no reserves, and 
none required. 

Mr. Fishen.— Government assistance—yes. No aboriginal reserves. 
ABORIGINE8.—h. 
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Mr. McLeod.—Nothing has been done for them by the Government. I always employ them when I 
can, but they are very unsatisfactory and expensive workpeople ; for if you employ one you have to feed ten. 
I have been obliged, this last winter, to feed, clothe, and nurse many invalids. One man died last week at the 
station of consumption, and there are three there still very ill. There is abundance of fish and kangaroo 
there, but they will sooner beg about the stations for flour than catch them. There is no reserve for them, 
nor do I think they would settle on one, if there was. 

-1/r. Ormond.—No assistance has been afforded by the Government to the aborigines in this district. 
They live mostly on the charity of settlers. They catch fish and shoot wild fowl ; they seldom, however 
make use of the fowl or fish, but dispose of them for money to buy rum. There are no aboriginal reserves 
in this district ; there are places well fitted for such. 

Mr. French.—No assistance, that I am aware of, has been rendered them by the Government in this 
district (Hamilton) since the abolition of the Mount Rouse aboriginal reserve. There is no reserve here at 
present, nor, to judge from my experience of former reserves, would the establishment of one be attended 
with any beneficial results. The aborigines have much greater facilities for living now than when we took 
possession of the country first. Their game does not appear to me to have diminished relatively with 
themselves, and by a little labor they can always procure flour, sugar, tobacco, clothing, at the township and 
Stores in the interior. 

Mr. Crooke.—As to assistance in the form of clothing—yes. As to food—no, nor medical attendance. 
Their means of living are hunting and fishing. There are no aboriginal reserves near me, but plenty of 
places fitted for being granted as such. With reference to this and the following question, I would remark 
that helping the aborigines makes them mendicants and idle. The bush is overrun with opossums, &e., in 
consequence. They will lie about a township and starve sooner than hunt for food as formerly. They look 
miserable then compared to what they do when they come in from the mountains, where they have lived 
by the chase. Medical aid is all that can really be of service to them, and it is really a pity not to afford 
it to them. 

Mr. Shadforth.—None whatever. There are no aboriginal reserves near here. 
Mr. Aitken.—No assistance in any form has been bestowed on the aborigines in this district (Upper 

Goulburn). 
Mr. Skene.—There has been no assistance rendered by Government for a number of years. They live 

amongst the settlers throughout the country ; get a meal occasionally as they travel through the country. 
There are no reserves here ; plenty of places fit for 'them, but I fear they would be a failure as in former 
attempts. 

Mr. Beveridge.—The Government have not supplied the aborigines with clothing of any kind, unless 
upon the occasion of the retirement of the Moravian missionaries from their station at Lake Boga, when 
Mr. Superintendent Cobham distributed (I believe by order of the Government) some few blankets left at 
that station by the reverend gentlemen. The food of those not employed by the settlers consists of fish 
chiefly, but they have many other kinds of food in the shape of kangaroo, opossums, and wild fowl of the 
aquatic species, myriads of which inhabit the lakes and lagoons about the Murray. They have also a 
farinaceous root which grows abundantly on the Murray marshes. There is a large aboriginal reserve at 
Lake Boga, but reserves for the use of the aborigines are utterly useless, in consequence of their itinerating 
habits. 

Mr. Allan.—The Government have never given the slightest assistance to the aborigines of this 
district • they live in every respect the same as the other servants on the farm. 

Mr. Craig.—Occasional labor from the farmers and settlers, with eleemosynary aid from the inhabitants 
generally. I have not heard of any assistance being given by Government to this tribe, nor are there any 
reserves or unsold land suited for such purpose in the immediate neighborhood. 

Sergeant Archibald.—Means of living—begging and performing occasional labor for the settlers. 
Mr. Strut/.—Not as a general rule; the only assistance, as far as I am aware, has been in clothing and 

blankets to a few. Several of the aborigines hang about the different stations, townships, and public-houses, 
and thus pick up a living, given chiefly as a charity. The native articles of food are not so easily procured as 
formerly; the fish have been disturbed by the steamers, and the snag-boat in particular has removed many old 
logs which were favorite spots, both with the fish and the fishermen. Wild fowl are more shy since guns have 
been used. Snakes and all reptiles arc much scarcer, fortunately. Neither kangaroo nor emu is to be seen 
within many miles. 

Mr. J. M. Allan—None whatever. For the past eighteen years medical attendance and comforts, when 
required, and clothing and bedding, have been almost altogether supplied to the blacks of this neighborhood 
(Villiers. and Heytesbury) from my own private resources, having applied to the Government in vain for 
assistance. The aborigines support themselves alternately by working for the settlers and by hunting and 
fishing. No aboriginal reserves near. Many places well suited for such. 

Mr. Godfrey.--None. Their means of living are, occasionally working, but more generally begging for 
their food (as a rule, they are too lazy to work continuously) and have become too inactive to hunt for game, 
as was their wont. There is no reserve near my station, nor any place fit for such, owing to the unfitness of 
the soil and climate for agriculture, and unpermanency of water. 

Gottrom—No assistance from Government since the abolition of the aboriginal reserve at Mount 
Rouse, in 1850. No means, save at the expense of the settlers. No reserves in the district. 

Mr. Currie.—No assistance has been rendered by Government, They depend upon a precarious 
charity, hanging about stations and public houses. No aboriginal reserves. 

Mr. Lydiard.—None, or very few work regularly for wages ; others only for a week or two, when they 
club their earnings to buy grog. There are many places in the district adapted for reserves, but they would 
be useless, as it would be impossible to keep the aboriginals from roving. 

Mr. Steuart.-4 and 5. —No aid of any sort is bestowed upon the aborigines by the Government. The 
police magistrate would undertake the distribution of any supplies to them. 

Mr. Mitchell.—Since the abolition of the aboriginal protectorate no assistance whatever has, within my 
knowledge, been bestowed upon them by the Government. At the present time they are maintained chiefly 
by settlers and others. Their former means of support—huiming, fishing, &c.—are still open to them, 'but 
they have almost quite abandoned them. There is no aboriginal reserve in the district, and I am not aware 
of any place especially suitable for one. 

Mr. Cooke.—No assistance from Government in food, elm Mg, or medical assistance. Many live by 
working at different people's places ; otherwise they live on opossums, bandicoots, and kangaroos. No 
reserves ; but I allow them to remain on a certain part of my purchased land. 

Mr. Iluon..—They have never received any assistance from the Government, medical or otherwise, that 
I am aware of Generally speaking, they obtain their food and clothing from the settlers and the residents in 
the various townships. There are no aboriginal reserves near here. 

Mr. Wills.—No clothing, food, nor medical attendance has over been bestowed at Omeo on the aborigines by the Government. 
Mr. Fetherstonhaugh.—Not within the last four years. 
Mr. Piper.—None since my entrance into office here in 1853. They are bountifully fed and clothed by 

the settlers. There are no aboriginal reserves near me, nor places adapted to the purpose. 
Mr. Lewis.—No clothing nor food has been supplied by the Government to the natives in this vicinity; 

They can obtain an abundance of food by fishing and occasional hunting. I am not aware of any aboriginal 
reserve in this district. The natives have the unconstrained use of any part of it they may choose to frequent. 
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The Hon. G. Harker, M.L.A.—The 
annexed Return was furnished to the Committee by direction of 

thellonorable the Treasurer. It gives the amount of expenditure incurred by the Government of Victoria 
on behalf of the aborigines since 1851. 

EXPENDITURE for the ABORIGINES of the COLONY of VICTORSA during the following PERIODS. 

1st July to 
11-  SERVICE. 	 31st Due., 	1852. 	1 	1853. 

1851.  

Salary of Protector 	.. 
Salaries of Teachers and Over- 

Salary of Medical Officer 	.. 
Wages of Laborers, Shepherds, 

llutkeepers, and others 	.. 
Provisions and Forage.. 
Clothing and Bedding .. 
Medicines and Medical Attend- 

Utensils, Tomahawks, Tobacco, 
Pipes, Stationery, and other 
Stores .. .. • • .. 

Repairing 	and 	Furnishing 
Buildings 

Materials forEeneing 	. 
Carriage of Stores front Mel- 

Expense of Shearing and Car- 
riage of the Wool to 3101- 
bourne.. .. 

Education 	and 	Maintenance 
of two Aboriginal Orphans .. 1 

 Shoeing and Saddlery 
Funerals and other Incidentals ' 
Grant to the Moravian Mission 

to the Aborigines .. 

	

TOTALS 	 1 911 

i 
.107 

: 	51 

139 
300 
:4I 

' 
1 	17 

98 
' 	32 

90 

20 
4 

12 

	

S. 	ll. 

	

0 	0 

	

13 	4 

	

18 	1 

	

19 	8 

	

18 	0 

	

13 	I 

	

16 	2 

	

16 	0 

	

18 	6 1  

	

3 	4 

	

7 	0 

	

15 	4 

£ 	S. 
424 	1 

• • 
401 	14 

TIT 	2 
73 	8 

70 	12 

41 	9 

99 	9 

33 17 
10 	17 
35 	5 

d. 
8 

• 
0 

0 
6 

4 

9 

10 

6 
0 
8 

625 

178 

334 
76; 
157 

2 

14 

2 

168 

30 

62 
24 
13 

5. 
0 	0 

15 	3 

2 	II 
II 	G 
13 	3 

3 	7 

7 	II 

18 

14 	1 

14 	6 

8 	0 
3 	0 

15 	0 

13 1 1,091 	58 3 2,378 7 	4 

1854. 	1855. 	1856. 	1857. 	1858. 

£ s. d 	s. d. 
687 10 0 	649 3 4 

161 12 10 	Its 11 11 

£ s. d. 	£ s. d. 	£ s. d. 
600 0 0 	600 0 0 6110 0 0 

150 0 0 1 150 0 0 150 0 0 

21 10 0 
45 16 8 	291 10 10 117 5 6 	427 12 9 	115 16 6 

	

' 44 9 9 56 7 3 	307 II 6 	90 1 6 

7 7 0 	119 6 

39 10 4 	I 16 3 	11 13 10 	0 7 0 

157 IT 3 

46 16 0 	77 19 II 31 4 0 	31 4 0 

10 0 0 	2 0 0 15 1G 0 

500 0 0 

951 15 6 1,931 0 10 974 8 6 1,528 2 1 556 5 0 

5. In the event of the Government being disposed to assist them with supplies, is there any police bench, 
stipendiary or other magistrate or settler, who would be willing to take charge of such supplies and see to their 
distribution amongst the aborigines? 

Wm. Hull Esq., Melbourne—No doubt. 
Mr. Thomas. —There is every facility in the counties of Bourke, Mornington, and Evelyn—viz.: 

Mr. Castello, J.P , at the )(arra Ranges ; Mrs. McDonald, on the Reserve, Moody Yallock ; and Mr. David 
Johnson, at the foot of Mount Disappointment. The two last mentioned have for years gratuitously performed 
this humane office. 

Mr. a,. --There is no great use in giving supplies ; neither do I know of any one to take charge 
of such. A doctor to cure their diseases is most wanted. 

Mr. Lane.—There is a police bench at Belvoir (near Albury) ; but there is no nearer bench than this to 
all those natives who may be roaming east of Yackandandals. 

Captain Harrison.—If assistance became requisite, the police magistrate would willingly act. 
Mr. Templeton. - The police Magistrate, "Kerang." 
Mr. Ruulen.—I think it would be well that, as the miseries to which the occupation of their country by 

the whites subjects the blacks are caused by a public and common act, so any alleviations which can 
be resorted to should be managed under public control, and that petty sessions courts should be the medium 
of distribution of such gifts as can be received with advantage by the blacks in each district. Where no 
court of petty sessions exists, some benevolent person in whom the aborigines confide (there are many such) 
might be appropriately applied to, to assist in the distribution. 

Mr. Shuter.—The clerk of the bench (Mr. Cooper) has expressed his willingness to take charge of and 
distribute any supplies that may he provided by the Government. 

Mr. Murray.—Either the bench, or magistrates individually, and many settlers, would gladly take 
charge of supplies from Government and distribute them amongst the aborigines, and I would strongly 
recommend such a course. 

Me. .".•;?innot.—Settlers might perhaps he found willing to undertake the duty of dispensing Government 
supplies ; but to employ a regular officer of the Government would prove, I think, a better plan. Stores 
might be sent, from time to time, for distribution in each locality, from the Government establishment, at such 
places as Avoca, Mary-borough, Korong, St. Arnaud, or the police stations at Swan Hill or Crowlands. 

Mr. Wilson.—Not necessary. 
Mr. Pis/ten.—Yes. 

,11cLeod.-1 shall be, happy to receive supplies for them, of flour, tea, sugar, and tobacco, also 
of blankets and clothes, which I would advise to be of some uncommon kind, and well marked over, say with 
the broad arrow, and have any white punished, if any are ever found in his possession, as they will sell 
anything for spirits ; and, I am sorry to say, they easily find purchasers. If a depot is made at my station, I 
will have the names, ages, &e a  taken in a book, of all aborigines, who come for clothes or supplies, with 
the dates of receiving. 

Mr. Ormond.—.If Government was disposed to assist them with supplies, there are magistrates and 
settlers who would be most willing to see as to their distribution. 

Mr. French.—In my neighborhood is the township of Hamilton, with police bench, stipendiary magis-
trate, stores, and every appliance for distributing supplies to the aborigines, if the Government thought 
it expedient to do so. 

Mr. Shagforth.—The stipendiary magistrate would be willing to take charge of supplies. 
Mr. Aitken,—There is no police bench or stipendiary magistrate in the district (Upper Goulburn), but I 

believe a magistrate or settler could be found willing to take charge of and distribute supplies to the natives. 
Mr. Sleeve,—Yes. 
Mr. Beveridge.—There are both dstipendiary magistrate and staff of police in the district, but whether 

they would undertake the distribution of any supplies the Government may be pleased to furnish for the use 
of the aborigines, or the contrary, I cannot say. 

Mr. Allan. —There is a police bench and a stipendiary magistrate in the district. 
Mr. Craig.—There is a police bench and stipendiary magistrate here. 
Mr. Gilles.—The stipendiary magistrate and local bench would afford every assistance. 
Mr. Struts.—Yes ; the police magistrate. 
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Mr. J. M. Allan.-I would gladly take charge of, and see to the proper distribution of, such supplies ; 
and from my intimate acquaintance with the blacks, with their language, habits, and customs, would possess 
peculiar facilities for so doing. 

Mr. Godfrey.-Such could doubtless be found, if the Government supplied the means. 
Mr. Gottreux.-There are several police benches and magistrates. Supplies could be distributed. 
Mr. Currie.-The clerk of the district bench at Camperdown would, I think, be the proper officer to entrust with the distribution of supplies ; and I may state, that it is highly desirable that there was some 

depot where they could obtain lodging and the common necessaries of life ; as I believe they frequently 
suffer from hunger, and in winter from cold, having lost the energy and the habits that enabled them. 
to supply themselves. 

Mr. Lydiard.-Where there is no stipendiary magistrate, the clerk of petty sessions could act as 
curator for any supplies granted them. 

Mr. Mitchell.-There is no stipendiary magistrate in the district ; but -there can be no doubt that 
the other magistrates would see to the distribution of supplies to the aborigines, if Government should so assist them. 

Mr. Cooke.- If clothing were given to them, I feir they would pawn them for drink. I would recom-
mend blankets for the winter season ; and flour, tea, and sugar, for food. 

Mr. Huon.-There is a police ben& here ; but I do not think, if the Government assisted them with 
supplies, it would benefit them much, as they would be more likely to indulge in the use of ardent spirits, 
being more about the town, and of course the temptation would be greater. 

dir. Wills, Omeo.-The tribe being extinct, no reply is necessary. 
Air. Fetherstonhaugh.-The police magistrate at Hamilton. 
Mr. Piper.-It would be my duty to obey the orders of the Government in this respect. 
Mr. Lew is.-Any Government supplies would be readily distributed in this district by either the stipendiary or any other magistrate, or by persons of known respectability. Blankets, at the commencement 

of winter, would be more useful to the natives than any other article of clothing. 

6. Are the aborigines addicted to intemperance, anddo the publicans of your district generally infringe the law 
which prohibits there from selling ardent spirits, &v., to the natives 

Mr. Hull.-The aborigines give money to white people, who get the liquor, and drink it with them. 
Mr. Thomas.-The aborigines are not only addicted to intemperance, but slaves to it when they can 

obtain it, which I am sorry to state they readily do when they come within the precincts of a public inn. I 
do not believe that the publicans willingly infringe the law, bixthe aborigines are too crafty for the publicans. 
I have it from various authorities, that they will give an idle lounging fellow a sixpence to purchase them a 
bottle of rum. They have been known at Brighton to give a boy or girl playing about a few pence to procure 
rum for them. 

Mr. Orr.-Very much addicted to drunkenness, which is supplied to them by publicans and others. 
Air. Lane.-The aborigines, on their occasional visits here (Yackandandah), are frequently intoxicated-

I have seen them throwing the boomerang for the amusement of the miners, &c., and this, no doubt, caused 
them to be treated. 

Capt. Harrison-Eight cases of drunkenness against aborigines have been heard at this bench (Castle-
maine) in the past three years. In each case I tried to obtain information as to where the spirits had been 
obtained, but without effect. I have warned the publicans of the district that the penalty would be exacted 
in each case, and cautioned the police to be on the alert; but no proof of sale has ever been established before 
the bench. I have little doubt in my mind that, the money being forthcoming, the sale would follow. 

air. Templeton.-They are addicted to intemperance, but I cannot say whether they buy the liquor or not. 
Mr. 1 usden.-The aborigines soon become addicted to intemperance after contact with the whites. How 

could it be otherwise ? Their hunting grounds are taken up by the whites ; they themselves become inter-
lopers in their native places ; their presence in large bodies is incompatible with the occupation of their 
country by the wliites ; they have usually only the lowest classes (in point of morality) of the whites to 
associate with. They have no intellectual pursuits, no room for manly exercise in providing themselves with 
game, as was their wont ; and they speedily adopt the vicious habits with which they are made acquainted by 
their invaders. They have no moral checks to appeal to, and the craving for the excitement of drink becomes 
a physical disease, controlling their wills as it does in many eases the civilized man, who has had better 
advantages, less excuse for yielding, and less temptation. 

Mr. Sherard.-They are very much addicted to intemperance, and appear to have no difficulty in pro-
curing spirits at either public houses or refreshment tents. 

Mr. :gaiter.- The aborigines are much addicted to intemperance, and frequently obtain liquor through 
means of the Europeans, who purchase it from the publicans. I do not think that many publicans would 
knowingly infringe the law by selling to them in the first instance. 

Mr. Murray.-They are addicted to intemperance. The publicans in the district are not conspicuous as 
infringing the law prohibiting them from selling spirits to the aborigines. 

Mr. Synnot.-The aborigines are addicted to drunkenness, and the publicans and others do supply them 
with ardent spirits. 

Mr. Wilson.-They are much addicted to intemperance. It was always difficult (at least for some 
years past) to prohibit the publicans from supplying ardent spirits, and in many cases it was supplied by 
the frequenters of the tap-room. 

Mr. Fisken.-Yes. 
Mr. McLeod.-The publicans do supply them with spirits when they have money, as the fine of £5 is 

not sufficient to prevent them running the risk, the proof being uncertain, there only being the testimony of 
the blacks themselves, and they are unwilling to intbrm, although on examination they will speak the truth. 
Publicans are allowed to give them beer, which is wrong, and they ought not to be allowed to employ them 
about their premises. 

Mr. Ormond.-The aborigines are very much addicted to intemperance. I believe the publicans of this 
district do sell spirits to the natives. 

Mr. French.-They are doubtless addicted to intemperance, but I cannot say whether the means of 
gratifying it are derived from the publicans themselves, or from those who frequent public houses. Most 
probably both. 

Mr. Crooke.-Yes. 
Mr. Shadforth.-I do not think the publicans generally infringe the law by selling spirits to the natives. 
Mr. Aitken.-Most aborigines are intemperate, if the temptation is thrown in their way. I believe 

publicans infringe the law which prohibits them from selling ardent spirits to the aborigines. 
Mr. Shene.-Yes. 
Mr. Beveridge.-They are not addicted to intemperance in this (Murray) district. 
Mr. Allan.-Every man and woman of the aborigines is addicted to intemperance. The publicans 

cannot well prevent them from obtaining spirits ; because, if he refuses to give it them, they hand their money 
over to some white man, who obtains the spirits from the publican, and then gets his share from the blacks for doing so. 
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Mr. Craig.—With very few exceptions 	OA: are addicted to intenipeiiatice. As a body the publi- 
cans do not generally infringe upon the law - eroldbiting the supply of spirits to the natives ; but this is evaded 
by third parties (the whites) purchasing for, then handing to, the aborigines. 

Sergeant Archibald.— They are addicted to intemperance. The publicans do not generally infringe the 
law by selling spirits to the natives. 

Mr. Strutt. — The aborigines are very intemperate; and the law prohibiting spirits is very frequently 
infringed. 

Mr. J. M. Ahern.—They are intemperate in the use of ardent spirits, which the publicans never refuse 
to sell to them, though they do it in such a way that the law cannot touch them. We (the bench of 
magistrates) do all in our power to check this, but hitherto without effect. 

Mr. Godfrey. —Very much. The publicans almost universally are guilty on this head. 
Mr. Gottreust— Yes; and although much is done to prevent the publicans fronts supplying drink, the law 

is easily and continually evaded. 
Mr. Currie.— Greatly addicted to intemperance. They find means of being supplied with spirits without 

being so directly by the publicans. A stricter surveillance by the police might be enjoined. 
Mr. Lydiard.— They arc very prone to inebriety; and until there is seine stringent law in force to punish 

publicans for allowing the aborigines to frequent their premises, it is utterly impossible to prevent their 
surreptitiously obtaining grog. 

Mr. Mitchell. —Generally speaking, the aborigines are given to intemperance, whenever they have an 
opportunity of indulgence. Although but few instances are within my own knowledge, I am satisfied that the 
publicans habitually violate the law which prohibits them from selling spirits to the natives. 

Mr. Bunce. — They are all addicted to drink; and from their ready manner of obtaining it, leaves but 
little doubt that they are supplied by the publicans. 

Mr. Cooke. — The aborigines are much addicted to drink, and have frequent quarrels from the effects of it. 
Mr. Huon.— They are very much addicted to intemperance, and manage to get spirits in some way; 

although the publicans profess not to sell it them, but they can easily evade the law. 
Mr. Wilk — Both sexes are very much addicted to intemperance. There were no licensed publicans at 

the time the Gundanora tribe were resident here (Omen). 
Mr. Fetherstonhaugh.—They are; but are not supplied, to the knowledge of the authorities, by the 

licensed publicans with liquor. 
Mr. Piper.— The aborigines emulate their civilized brethren in this. 1 am not aware that publicans 

infringe the law; the natives can always procure liquor indirectly. 
Mr. Lewis.--Only the natives near or about public houses, in this district, are addicted to intemperance. 

I do not know how they obtain intoxicating liquors, but few having the means of purchasing them, 

Vs 

7. Would it be beneficial to prevent the aborigines from conning within a certain radius of the towns of the 
colony, and could the police force be intrusted to see such a lam (if enacted) carried into operation 

Mr. Hull.—I think not. 
Mr. Thomas. — It would be beneficial to prevent the aborigines from coming within the precincts of a 

town. If the aborigines are supplied at the depots with provisions and other necessaries (although a guardian 
of them), I should have no hesitation of advocating the vagrant laws in operation against them, on attempting 
to enter a town, and this should be strenuously enforced; having experienced the dire effects of drunkenness 
when visiting Melbourne—deaths and murders resulting therefrom—that I recommend this step for their good. 

Mr. Orr.—They are better away from towns; but no police force could prevent them, unless such as 
would entail an immense expenditure. 

Mr. Lane.—It might, certainly, be beneficial to the aborigines, to prevent them from coming within a 
certain radius of towns; but it would require an addition to the police force to carry a law of this nature into 
effect. 

Capt. Harrison.—I do not consider such a step would be of use in Castlemaine. 
Mr. Templeton. —I do not think such a law could be carried out. 
Mr. Rusden. —It is a melancholy fact, that the number of the aborigines remaining in all the populous 

districts of Australia has dwindled down in such a manner, that to supply them with drink can be no longer 
lucrative. It was commonly believed, and was I think the fact, that many publicans unscrupulously supplied 
drink to the blacks who could take grist in quantities to their mills. Drink and disease have now clone their 
work so effectually, that gain cannot be the object in supplying drink to the unfortunate remnant. Yet, 
mistaken kindness in some instances, and the idle brutality which, in others, supplies the means of intoxication 
in order to obtain amusement, too frequently contribute to the repulsive scenes to which pecuniary profit is 
no longer the temptation. 

Mr. Sherard.— It would be beneficial to them to be kept from the different diggings, if it was possible. 
Mr. Shuter.—I think it would be most beneficial both to the natives and Europeans if such a law could 

be introduced, and I think the police, as they are at present constituted, might be entrusted with the duty of 
carrying it into effect. I would, however, prefer seeing large aboriginal reserves established, presided over by 
competent persons, who, entering into their duties with spirit, would endeavor to reclaim them from their 
savage state. I am inclined to believe that, although the moral state of the aboriginal in this colony is low, he 
might with proper treatment be improved. 

Mr. Murray.—I do not think it would be beneficial to prevent the aborigines from going within a certain 
radius of towns, but I think it would be well to restrict their remaining in towns to a very limited period, and 
I consider the police force could be intrusted to carry out such a law. 

Mr. Synnot. — I think they would derive the greatest benefit from being excluded from the towns, more 
especially those on the gold fields; and if such a law was enacted, the police are, or ought to be quite com-
petent to carry it into effect. 

Air. Wilson. —It would be better to prohibit the aborigines from living in any of the towns or near a public-house. The police might be entrusted to enforce a law to this effect. 
Mr. Fisken.— No. 
Air. McLeod. —I do not think they would be benefited by keeping them out of the towns. 

Ormond.— It would be beneficial to prevent the aborigines from coming to within a certain radius 
of the towns of the colony. The police could be entrusted to see such a law carried into operation. 

Mr. French.—If they were prevented frequenting the towns, whence they derive their principal support, 
they would resort to the country public-houses, if they wished to gratify their love of drink. 

Mr Crooke.—It would be beneficial to prevent the aborigines from coming within a certain radius of the 
towns of the colony, but the police could not be entrusted to see such a law (if enacted) carried into operation. 

Mr. Shadforth. —I certainly think it would be beneficial. 
Mr. Aitken. —I cannot see any advantage in preventing the aborigines from coming within a certain 

radius of the towns of the colony, there being now so many villages and public-houses scattered in the interior. 
The difficulty of obtaining their usual food is so great within a certain distance of the towns, from the amount 
of enclosed and cultivated land, that it has the effect of keeping them back in the less populous districts. 

Mr. Skene. — No. 
Mr. Beveridge. —Preventing the aborigines from coming within a certain radius of the towns in this 

district would not benefit them in any one way. 
ABORIGINES.—i. 
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Mr. Allan.-I think not; M fact it would atinnint to drue1q to do so. 
Mr. Craig.---But little advantage would accrue to the naives  by such prevention, t 

obtaining spirits being equally available at the bush inns; and the clo'!---es, broken victuals, &c., occasionally 
he facilities for 

obtained by chopping fire-wood, &c., would be lost to them. 	
1,  

Sergeant Archibald.-The amount of benefit to be derived from any such enactment is questionable, as far 
as Warrnambool is concerned. The police could be entrusted to see such a law carried into opera ton. 

Mr. Strutt.-In some respects it would be beneficial, in other respects it would be a hardship, as the 
aborigines have acquired a taste for tobacco, sugar, tea, flour, and other articles used by L',:rope ans, and which 
can only be procured in the townships or at the stations. The police might be entrusted to e:pP end every 
aboriginal found within a certain distance of the towns. 	

reh  

Mr. J. if. Allan.-No. It would be unjust. 
Mr. Godfrey.-Most desirable. The police could enforce it, if such became law. 
Mr. Gottreux.-Not in my opinion, in this district. 
Mr. Currie.-Enforcing the law might, and I think would, be attended with a hardship, that would defeat 

the object sought. 
Mr. Lydiard.-It would be very desirable to keep them from the townships, with the exception of those 

who might be induced to work regularly as servants. 
Mr. Stewart-If power was given to the police to prevent the aborigines coming within a certain 

distance of town, it could be accomplished, but the condition of the aborigines would not be ameliorated, as 
they could procure drink at the bush inns. 

Mr. Mitchell.-In this (Mount Rouse) district, such an enactment would not produce any great benefit. 
Mr. Bunce.-I believe that much might be done by settling them in a locality congenial to their former 

habits, allowing them to strip bark, dig for myrnong, burrow for porcupines and wombats, and other 
occupations which may be considered as a part of their nature, without the fear of legal enactments or coercion 
of any kind. The overseer or commandant of the community should be conversant with their habits and 
customs, and thoroughly understand their language. The latter qualification is of the highest importance. 

Mr. Cooke.-No benefit would be derived from excluding the natives from the towns, as public houses 
are so numerous in the country that they think nothing of going from twelve to fourteen miles to get grog. 

Mr. Huon.-If a law was enacted to prevent them from coming within a certain radius of the town, I 
think it would be very difficult to carry it into effect. 

Mr. Wills.-I am decidedly of opinion, now, that it would, as habits of intemperance and mischievous 
intercourse between aboriginal women and the lower orders of white men are so prevalent. (See passim 
report of recent murder of a European man at Sale, at Gipp's Land, by Tarra Bobby.) As to the general 
principle, I am not in favor of locating aborigines in blocks of land entirely apart from European settlers, 
having, during a seven years' residence in New Zealand, witnessed with much pleasure the general success of 
the plan originated by the New Zealand company of intermingling the " native reserves" with the lands of 
settlers, and of encouraging the natives to mix freely, and to combine in executing farming, road, and other 
work with European settlers. It must, however, be admitted, that the New Zealanders (Malay origin) are 
intellectually a far superior race to the Australians. The old American system of locating aborigines in 
blocks by themselves seems to me likely to retard their moral, intellectual, and social position. Certainly the 
police force could be entrusted. 

Mr. Fetherstonhaugh.—I think not. 
Mr. Piper.—No. 
Mr. Lewis.-It would be impossible to prevent the natives from visiting the towns, unless through 

threats of personal violence or actual restraint. 

S. Is there any paid medical officer in your district, and could the services of such be procured for the aborigines 
.by providing a proper compensation for the performance of the duties of medical attendant on them ? 

Mr. Thomas.-There is no paid medical officer for the aborigines ; but Dr. McCrea has ever attended 
to aboriginal cases when I have brought them under his notice when near the town. I may add here, that 
the Melbourne Hospital has kindly occasionally given advice and medicines. The services of a medical 
officer would be useless. The only way in which the aborigines could receive medical attendance (they being 
so erratic) would be in cases of emergency ; the medical gentleman in the neighborhood where they are 
encamped attend them, and upon my certificate, or a magistrate near the place, to be paid for his attendance. 

Mr. Orr.-Very desirable to have medical officers all through the colony to attend them. 
Mr. Lane.-There is no paid medical officer in the district, but there would be no difficulty in procuring 

professional attendance for them, if properly remunerated. 
Captain Harrison.-The only paid medical officer in this district is the surgeon of the gaol, the salary 

X100 per annum, including the supply of medicines. The office is open to public competition by tender, and 
could readily be enlarged to include attendance on the aborigines. 

Mr. Templeton.-No. No doubt a medical man would attend them if paid. 
Mr. Rusden.-I should think medical advice would be given in most instances by members of the pro-

fession ; but a gentleman who may be most willing to give advice may be quite unable to provide hospital 
accommodation for a sick or wounded black I think a fund should be placed at the disposal of every Petty 
Sessions, out of which payment might be made for the cost of medical treatment (in the district) of any of 
the aborigines. While retaining any of their natural independence of bearing and habits of livelihood, the 
aborigines will not submit to amputation, nor will the tribe to which a man belongs permit any limb to be 
amputated if they can prevent it by any means ; therefore, if possible, a medical man should be chosen in 
whom they have confidence. 

Mr. Shuter.-There is no paid medical officer in the district (Bacchus Marsh). 
Mr. Murray.-There is no paid medical officer in this (Colac) district. The services of one of the 

resident medical men could be procured for the aborigines by payment. 
Mr. Synnot.-There is no medical man in this (Wimmera) district, paid or otherwise, who attends in 

the least to the blacks, nor do I think it could be much use to appoint one, unless to travel constantly through 
the country. 

Mr. Wilson. -None, and none are required. 
Mr. Fisken.-No. 
Mr. McLeod.-It would be well to give a magistrate power to call in a medical man when required, to 

be paid as in the case of a white man. 
Mr. Ormond.-There is no paid medical officer in this district, but medical attendance could easily be 

procured, if there were a fund for that purpose. 
French.-Not that I am aware of. 

Mr. Croohe.-There is a paid medical officer in my district. With regard to the remainder of the 
queries, I do not know, but I think a travelling one alone would be of use. 

Mr. Aitken.-There is no paid medical officer in the district, but I think medical attendance could be 
procured. 

Mr. Skene.-No paid officer. I believe that medical men could easily be got to take the duties of 
medical attendants on them. 
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Mr. Beveridge.-There is not and never has been any paid medical officer in this district. I believe the 
coroner would gladly give them advice and medicine if he was properly compensated. 

Mr. Allan.-I do not know. 
Mr. Craig-I am not aware of any paid officer in this district whose services could be so procured, 

though there are many medical men here who would do so for a consideration. 
Mr. Gilles.-Yes ; the medical officer who attends the prisoners and police force. 
Mr. Strutt-There is no paid medical officer, but medical attendance could be procured on providing a 

proper compensation. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-The coroner, Dr. Clarke. 
Air. Godfrey.-None that I am aware of. I think so. 
Mr. Gottreux.-There is a coroner for the district ; no other paid medical officer. 
Mr. Currie.-The medical services of the coroner of the district residing at Camperdown might be 

made available. 
Mr. Lydiard.-None. 
Mr. Stewart. —There is a medical officer attending the gaols, and doubtless his services could be 

procured if required. 
Mr. Mitchell.-Excepting the coroner, there is no public medical officer in the district. I do not doubt 

that the services of the coroner or any other medical practitioner could be procured for them, on the terms 
expressed in the question. 

Mr. Cooke.-There is no medical officer nearer than thirty miles of this place. The natives here 
(Dario,`, Creek) are generally healthy. 

^re is no mid medical officer in the district, but I have no doubt one could be procured,• 
 Mr. 	 .  

?by being properly compensated. 
Mr. Wills.—Tribe (Gundanora) extinct. Xo reply necessary. 
Mr. Fetherstonitaugh.-No; but there are two medical gentlemen who would undertake the duty, if remunerated. 
Mr. Piper.-No. The medical gentlemen in the district are ever ready to display their benevolence. 
Mr. Lewis,-There is no paid medical officer in this district. Medicines are often supplied by the 

settlers with good effect. It would prevent much sickness and suffering amongst the natives, were there a 
place in each district to which they could apply for medical assistance, which they would do most readily. 

9. Are the aborigines in your district quiet have they ever committed any depredations against life and 
property ? Are the services of the blacks made available by the settlers, farmers, and others—the payment or equivalent 
as wages for such services? 

Mr. Hull.—In some cases. 
Mr. Thomas.-Perfectly harmless; they have never committed any depredation upon property worth 

naming ; and none against life. I have the satisfaction to state that they have never shed white man's blood, 
nor has white man shed theirs. 

Mr Orr.-Always were quiet during my twenty years' residence here. They work very little now, and 
are paid in wages as the whites. They demand cash, and then drink spirits with the proceeds, mostly. 

Mr. Lane.-The aborigines here are perfectly quiet and inoffensive. I have never heard of any 
depredations. I believe the settlers are generally kind to them, and when they are willing to work give them 
some equivalent. 

Captain Harrison.-No offence, save drunkenness, has come before this bench (Castlemaine) since 3rd October, 1855. 
Mr. Templeton-They are. I have not heard of any. They are, for stripping bark occasionally. Mr. Busden.-Will be answered by the Guardian of Aborigines. 
Mr. Sherard.-Yes; in the early days of the colony, against both. At one time their services were 

made available to some extent by the settlers ; the payment consisting of food, tobacco, clothing, and money. 
Mr. Shuter.-The aborigines are very quiet. They visit this place about once a year ; and some of 

them are occasionally employed by the settlers, and in return receive cash or stores. I have been in this 
district three years, and the only instance of stealing I remember was by a very intelligent aboriginal, who 
spoke English fluently ; he was convicted and imprisoned for petty larceny twice within the year. I think 
that he learned this habit from the Europeans. I do not think it was in his nature to steal. 

Mr. Murray.-They (Colac) are perfectly quiet ; they have not for fifteen years committed any 
depredations against property ; never against life. Most of the men are employed by settlers and farmers 
at a rate of wages about half the current wages of Englishmen. 

Mr. Synnot —The aborigines here (Wimmera) are perfectly quiet. They have committed depredations, 
but not for several years back. They are employed occasionally by the settlers, and paid in clothing, rations, 
and sometimes in cash at the rate of 7s. to 10s. per week. 

Mr. Wilson.-During the time I resided on the Mitta Mitta, viz., from 1840 till 1854, the aborigines 
were peaceable and well-disposed. Prior to 1840, they murdered two men—servants -  of Mr. Tooth, who held 
the squatting licence for Talangatta. A good many cattle have from time to time been speared, or otherwise 
destroyed; but these depredations were generally committed by strangers, especially when on hostile excur- 
sions. The settlers have always been desirous of availing themselves of the services of the aborigines, paying 
them in rations, tobacco, money, and clothes. 

Mr. Fishen.-Yes. There have been no depredations. 
Mr. McLeod.-They are perfectly harmless. They are often employed, but are unsatisfactory and 

expensive work-people, even for their food and clothing. 
Mr. Ormond.-The aborigines in this district (Mount Emu, &c.) are quiet and have never committed any depredations against life or property. They are employed for sheep-washing, harvesting, and cutting 

wood ; and are paid in money for such services. 
Mr. French.-They are at present quiet; though in former years they often committed depredations both 

against life and property, as I can testify when police magistrate at the Grange, in the early days of the 
colony. 

Mr. Crooke.-The aborigines of my district are now quiet; but they have committed depredations 
against life and property. Their services are made available by the settlers, farmers, and others ; their 
wages are various, by week and lump. 

Mr. Shadforth.-As far as I can learn, within the last few years, no depredations have been committed by 
the aborigines ; and in some instances their services are made available by the settlers, for food and clothing. 

Mr. Aithen.-They are perfectly quiet ; and I am not aware of any depredations having been committed 
against life or property for many years back. The services of the aborigines are made available partially. In 
this (Upper Goulburn) tribe there are two or three stockkeepers; five or six can shear, and nearly all 
can reap and assist in harvest and other work on a station. Those employed as shearers and reapers are paid, 
in most instances, at the same rate as the white man ; but it is seldom that they do as much work. 

Mr. T. Shene.-They are now quiet ; but in the early days of the colony they were very outrageous, and 
killed many white people. The services of the blacks are made available by settlers, farmers, and others, when they will work, but they are very indolent. Wages are generally paid in food and clothing, and they will 
see that they are well paid for their work. 
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Mr. .geveridge.-The aborigines have been perfectly quiet for the list eight years. Prior to the coufs-
mencement of that period they committed many depredations against both life and property. Their services 
are made available as stockmen and shepherds by the settlers. They receive as payment, clothes, blankets 
tobacco, and money,  ; the latter they  convert into flour at the nearest store. 

Mr. Allan.-They are quiet, end have never committed any depredations for a number of years. They 
are very useful as stockriders, and also are good reapers. We paid them in clothing, and give them money 
when they ask for it ; but there is no such thing as a set wage, because they cannot understand it. 

Mr. Craig.-Of late years they have been very quiet, nor have they latterly been known to commit 
depredations, either in the town or the neighborhood. Their services are generally valued as stockriders. 
Some farmers find the young men very useful as reapers, planting and gathering potatoes, and other farm 
work—some being tolerably good bullock drivers, 

Sergeant Archibald.-The aborigines of this district (Warrnambool) are very quiet, and have not, to the 
knowledge of the police, committed any depredations against the life or property of the inhabitants. There, 

st have been one or two cases of trials for attempted murder within the last five years—but amongst themselves., 
The services of the blacks are frequently made available, particularly in the outskirts of Warrnombool s, 
the equivalent being generally food and clothing, with occasionally a trifling sum of money. 

Mr. Strutt.-They are quiet at present. Formerly constant feuds existed between the aborigines and 
the whites, with much -violence on either side. The services of the aborigines are made available occasionally, 
at busy seasons, the payment for which is in rations, clothes, tobacco, and too frequently, in spirits. Some-
times a little money is added, which is also generally spent in procuring liquor. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.-Yes, at present. Formerly, especially amongst each other, murders have sometimes 
been committed by them. 

Mr. Godfrey.-Yes. Not in their own beat ; but they are believed to have committed depredations 
in the adjoining districts. Their services are made available whenever they are disposed to work—payment in 
money, or clothes and food, for labor done. I have generally preferred to give the latter, as the money is sure-
to reach the publican. In my experience, the condition of these blacks has much deteriorated since their 
frequent visits to the nearest diggings ; and the farther from such townships and public houses, the better the 
condition of the blacks generally, and the more willing are they to engage in any work—in some places,, even, hiring for a term of labor, Not so, however, in this tribe (Lower Loddon), 

Mr. Gottreux.-Quiet. No depredations committed for many years. Almost all the settlers employ the blacks, from time to time ; the men being generally good riders and useful ; the women are also employed in 
various ways. Wages to men are paid, in many instances, as high as 10s. weekly, besides food. 

Mr. Currie.- They are quiet. No depredations against life or property, since they became acquainted 
with and had intercourse with the whites. Their services are partially made available as stockkeepers, assisting 
in sheep washing, and other services connected with sheep shearing, for which they are paid in money. 

Mr. Lydierd.-Several are nominally engaged in the district, at wages averaging from 5s. to 10$. per 
week. 

Mr. Stewart. —They are quiet, so far as the whites are concerned ; but are dangerous to each other. A 
few of them are made available by the settlers and farmers. 

Mr. Mitchell.-They have been perfectly quiet for many years, and within my knowledge have com-
mitted no depredations on the white population. They are employed by settlers and farmers to as great an 
extent as their habits will permit. The scale of remuneration for their services ranges from £25 per annum 
for the few useful and domestic lads amongst them, to merely nominal wages, or occasional reward. 

Mr. Cooke.-No disturbance is ever committed by them in any way except when in drink. They are 
frequently employed by myself and others, and are generally repaid in food, clothing, or money, say 5s. to Os. 
per week. 

Mr. Huon.-They are perfectly quiet, and have not committed any depredations against life or 
property for some years past. Their services are made available by the settlers in some instances, but only for 
short periods, as they have no idea of settling to anything. They are generally given an equivalent in the 
shape of money and clothes for their services. 

Mr. Wills (Omeo).—The aborigines were not quiet. They frequently endeavored to kill stockmen and 
cattle ; and the former (being well armed) in their turn retaliated with fatal effect. Their services were 
occasionally made available by the few squatters, and " amongst stock". were valuable. Generally speaking 
they were paid with clothing and tobacco ; but some squatters, much to their credit, made a point of paying 
them equally well as white men employed on the station. 

Mr. Fetherstonhaugh.-Perfectly so ; and have never been amenable to the law for such offences during 
the last seven years. A few are employed by the settlers, and remunerated as other servants, but at a lesser 
rate of wages. 

Mr. Piper.-The aborigines are perfectly harmless. Young men are employed on several stations as 
stockmen or shepherds. Their wages are seldom in money ; generally in food and clothes. 

Mr. Lewis.-The natives in the district have long been quiet and harmless. They were, at first, very 
hostile and dangerous to the whites. The youths are frequently employed by the settlers to assist as stock-
keepers. They are sometimes paid for their services in money, but generally in clothing, tobacco, powder and 
shot, fowling pieces, &c. The native men and women casually employed are usually paid in food, tea, sugar, 
tobacco, or clothes. 

10. Have they been impelled .  by their necessities to steal from the settlers, or have they been actuated by a 
desire to perpetrate mischief wantonly or revengefully, without any benefit to themselves. 

Mr. Hull.-The former, except from revenge of injuries, with them a duty. 
Mr. Thomas.-They have never been impelled to steal from the settlers. In their wild state I ever 

travelled with them through the bush, watching their movements, and settling as I went many differences 
that might arise between them and the settlers, invariably to the satisfaction of the squatter, so that they and 
the settlers have ever been on friendly terms. 

Mr. Orr.-They have never been compelled to steal, neither are they inclined to do so. 
Mr. Lane.-I have never heard any complaints from settlers during the two and a half years I have been 

in this district. 
Captain Harrison.-Answered by reply to No. 9. 
Mr. Templeton. -I do not think they do steal from the settlers. 
Mr. Rusden.-The primary causes of disagreement between the races are forced upon the blacks. They 

could scarcely avoid giving offence, if even they could know what conduct on their part would give offence. 
Their presence on a cattle rim scares the cattle ; the stock keepers (who are only two or three in number 

even on a large station) are well aware that they can only maintain a superiority in conflict by means of fire-
arms. Fire-arms are (I speak of the first occupation of a country) constantly carried, and often resorted to 
without provocation, and thus a deadly feud is created before either party knows a word of the language of the 
other. 

Common sense shows that such a feud must be disastrous. No explanation can be given, although the 
first shot may have been fired merely as a demonstration (and shots are frequently fired thus by explorers and 
others) and a war of extermination ensues, which can have but one result. 
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The few whites possessed of fire-arms are placed far beyond the scrutiny of law, and have no moral 
compunctions which outweigh their idea that they have a rihgt to secure their position as they best can. The 
most warlike of the aborigines are soon shot down. Occasionally it has happened that a but has been attacked, 
and the white inmates have been slaughtered ; but these instances have not arrested the general course 
of events, and have usually led immediately to a combined raid by associated stock-keepers and residents, 
in which speedy revenge has been taken. 

Eleven men were convicted in Sydney on evidence, which was (at a second trial) held sufficient to 
prove one of these raids in which women and children were indiscriminately slaughtered. Seven of the men were hung. 

After a tribe is reduced in numbers by the above causes, and the remnant is rendered abject by 
their means, quarrels have been numerous between the whites and blacks in individual cases, on account 
of the black women, whom their husbands, or those to whom they are affianced, in accordance with the native 
customs, do not like to see permanently estranged from a tribe, and whom some white man induces to remain 
with him by persuasion alone, or by persuasion accompanied by threats. 

Theft was utterly unknown amongst the aborigines before their country was taken from them ; but 
thieving and telling lies were vices which they soon became acquainted with, and learnt from their 
conquerors. 

That they would kill a beast in the bush, when they could, I do not deny, and it can scarcely be said 
that, in doing so, they committed a theft, when they were at open war with the whites, and could not 
comprehend that cattle were absolutely the property of the whites, as they afterwards found them to be. 
Long before they learned the relations of property in the stock roving on the grass, they learnt the vice of thieving. 

Mr. Sherard.—Iu the early days of the colony they used to steal sheep and other things from the 
settlers, but more from a spirit of revenge than from being compelled by their necessities. 

Mr. Synnot—From my general knowledge of the natives and their habits, I do not think their depre- 
dations have at any time been the effect of necessity, but rather of their ignorance, and the natural antipathy 
they must have felt towards the first intruders. 

Mr. Wilson.—Theft is of rare occurrence ; they are never impelled to it by necessity. I have known 
few instances of wanton mischief. Cattle may have been speared in revenge for some wrong, real or imaginary. 

Mr. Fisken.—No. 
Mr. McLeod.--They do not steal to my knowledge. 
Mr. Ormond.—I have seen a good deal of the blacks for the last thirteen years, and I never knew them 

to be guilty of stealing. They are very cunning. I have known them to go to out station huts (particularly 
where new chums lived) and be so importunate in their demands, as to frighten the but keeper into giving 
them tea, sugar, and flour. 

Mr. Crooke.—They have not been impelled by their necessities to steal. Yes, as to the remainder 
of the question. Killing cattle is unaccountable, as they will do it for no apparent cause, at times when 
they have plenty of food. I have seen nineteen head of cattle lying dead, killed py them, and only one eaten or removed. 

Mr. Aitken.—I know of no instance of a theft having been committed ; neither do I know of mischief done wantonly or negligently. 
Mr. Skene.—They can have no need to steal from settlers, were they to live on the food they lived 

on before the settlement of the colony: Kangaroos and opossums have increased a thousand fold ; I therefore 
conclude that their depredations must have been of a wanton and mischievous character. 

Mr. Beveridge.—They have been induced by covetousness and by a savage love of mischief to perpetrate their many wicked acts. 
Mr. Allan.—Not that I am aware of. 
Mr. Craig.—I have heard of but few cases of theft, or wanton or revengeful injury, sustained by the farmers or others here, for many years. 
Sergeant Archibald.—No instances of outrages of these kinds have been reported to the police. Any 

instance to the contrary has been to procure drink. 
Mr. Strutt—Not since hostilities have ceased. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—No ; theft by them is unknown. They will steal from each other, however—stealing even the wives and daughters of their enemies, which frequently led to bloodshed. At first the desire to possess 

the peculiar property of the settlers was the cause of much thieving. 
Mr. Godfrey.—I do not consider them thieves, either from necessity, mischief, or other cause. 
Mr. Gottre:ex.—Neither. 
Mr. Currie.—If they have committed a theft of late years, it has been from necessity. I am not aware of 

a single instance, where mischief has been committed wantonly, or through a spirit of revenge. 
Mr. Lydiard.—Generally speaking, they are honest ; and although revengeful towards each other, are 

never so towards the white population, even in cases of aggression, such as poisoning and shooting their dogs. 
Stewart —No. 

Hr. 	
cannot be said, that they have ever been driven to theft by their necessities ; nor have 

they been guilty of any depredations or wanton mischief for very many years—in fact, since the first few 
years of the occupation of the country by the settlers. 

Mr. Cooke.—I find them generally honest. 
Mr. Huon.—I have not heard any instance of their stealing from the settlers. 
Mr. Wills.—Not impelled by their necessities. Game was formerly so abundant in this district, that by 

half a day's hunting, a native could support himself for four days together. The natives perpetrated mischief, 
perhaps, wantonly; but, I fear, too frequently, in retaliation for injuries done to them by remorseless stockmen. 
Many of them were very revengeful, never forgiving an injury, and biding their time till a favorable 
opportunity for revenge should present itself. 

Mr. Fetherstonhaugh.—No cases of this nature reported. 
Mr. Lewis.—The natives in this district have never been compelled by necessity to steal from the 

settlers. They have frequently killed live stock out of mere wantonness, and far beyond the quantity 
they could by any means consume as food. 

I. 
Have any efforts been made in your neighbourhood to educate the aborigines, or to impart to them religious 

instruction? 

Mr. Thomas.
—There have been three attempts in my district to educate the aborigines, viz.:—The first 

was established by Sir Richard Bourke, in the year 1836, on the south bank of the Yarra, where the Botanic 
Gardens are now, under the superintendence of Mr. George Langhorne, now a clergyman in the Sydney 
colony. This school was broken up in the year 1839. The greatest number of scholars was twenty-eight and the 

lowest number was two. The second school established was at the Aboriginal Reserve, Nerree 
Nerree ABOB,IGINES.—k. 
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Warreen, on the east and west banks of Dandenong Creek, near Dandenong, in the year 1841, and broken up 
in the year 1843; the greatest number of scholars was twenty-three, and the lowest, none. The third school 
established was by the banks of the Yarra, at the junction of the Merri Merri Creek. This was - established 

principally by the Baptists, open to all tribes, in December, 1845, and, after a considerable degree of success, 
was totally deserted in 1850. Two young children were left deserted by their unnatural mother, but were taken 
care of by Government, and by me placed under training at the National School, Moonie Moonie Ponds. 
Mr. Thomas Hinkins master. The greatest number of scholars at the Merri Creek School was thirty-two, 
and the lowest number the two orphans. 

Afr. Orr.—Mr. Parker, of Mount Franklin, taught them a little, but I believe he never could keep them 
long in one place. 

Mr. Lane.—I am not aware that any efforts have been made for their instruction, religious or otherwise. 
Captain Harrison.—Not that I am aware of. The numbers are too few and too scattered. 
Mr. Templeton.—I think not. 
Mr. Rusden (11, 12).—Numerous efforts have been made in Victoria, as in New South Wales, to educate 

the natives, and to impart religious education to them, but they have been uniformly made in such a manner 
as, in the opinion of those most acquainted with the habits of the aborigines, have ensured failure in the large 
majority of the experiments. 

I have been cognizant of many cases in various parts of the colony of New South Wales, showing 
that with proper care the native mind may be trained in such a manner as to exhibit a by no means 
unfavorable contrast with that of the European. But the sine qua non in any attempt to influence the 
aborigines is to separate them from the control of the tribe to which the native sought to be influenced 
belongs. 

The instances in which any natives have been permanently civilized, without separation from their tribes, 
are so rare and peculiar as to make unreasonable, to the extent of folly, to aim at civilizing the aborigines, 
without first bringing about their separation (during infancy if possible) from their native haunts. 

The aborigines are affectionate and simple-minded, and a close attention to their wants by an intelligent 
person, who will treat them almost as he would his own children, may prove effectual in weaning them, in special 
cases, from their habits, and in imbuing them with the feelings of civilized Christians. There are but one or 
two such instances recorded, however, and they have been subsequent to the almost complete annihilation of 
the tribe to which the reclaimed savage has belonged ; so that, in fact, the isolation which I speak of has 
been, in effect, produced, though in a manner which one must shudder to contemplate. Such individuals have 
been isolated from their countrymen, because their countrymen have been destroyed around them. They have 
sympathized with the kindness they have met, and instead of lounging from public-house to public-house, 
until the powers of nature have given way to debauchery and disease, as is the rule in most cases, they have 
clung to the protection afforded. They have been, how few soever in number, living rebukes to the brutality 
or apathy which would cheaply escape from the duty of civilizing their race, by pronouncing them to be 
irreclaimable. 

In reply to the 73rd question put by the committee, I propose to show, in continuation of this 
subject, that the missions which have existed in Australia have failed to civilize and convert the 
aborigines, not because the aborigines were irreclaimable, but because the missions were established on 
erroneous principles. 

Sherard.—No. 
Mr. Shuter.—Not within my knowledge. 
Mr. Murray.—No efforts have been made to educate them (Colac tribe), or to impart religious instruction, 

for the last ten years. Previously a Wesleyan mission made the attempt, but not in such a way as to secure 
success—but little good was done. 

Mr. Synnot.—I am not aware that any effort has ever been made to educate the aborigines of this 
district (Wimmera). In 1853 or 1854 some of the young boys were taken to a protectorate station (or 
something of the kind) at Jim Crow, who of course took the first opportunity of getting back to their own 
country. 

Mr. Wilson.—None. 
Mr. Pisken—Yes. 
Mr. McLeod.—None. 
Mr. Ormond.—No efforts have been made (in this neighborhood) to educate the aborigines, or to impart 

religious instruction. 
Mr. French.—I cannot say. 
Mr. Crooke.—No. 
Mr. Shadforth.—None whatever. 
Mr. Aitken.—No effort has been made in my neighborhood to educate or impart religious instruction to 

the aborigines. 
Mr. Stene.—Not of late years. There were many attempts made in the early years of the colony, but 

in every case it was almost a failure. 
Mr. Beveridge.—The only attempt at education and religious instruction made in this district was by 

the Moravian missionaries, and I am sorry to say the attempt was abortive. 
Mr. Allan.—No. 
Mr. Craig.—No systematic effort has been made here to test their capacity to receive literary or moral 

instruction. I have little doubt the young are capable of attaining a much higher standard of morals. With 
reference to literary instruction, I have found some aboriginals whose English would bear comparison with 
eight-tenths of the laboring whites. These have been more isolated from their tribes. Their aptitude in 
acquiring outdoor avocations is generally admitted, though they want the perseverance and endurance of their 
white fellow-workmen. 

Sergeant Archibald.—I believe none. 
Mr. Strutt.—None whatever. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—On one occasion three boys were sent from Warrnarnbool to the Melbourne blacks 

school, but after a few weeks they returned to their tribe. 
Mr. Godfrey. —Individual efforts have repeatedly been made to ameliorate their condition, but in vain. 

Gottreux.—Yes ; but in all cases that have come to my knowledge they have failed. 
Mr. Currie.—None ; so far as I am aware. 
Mr. Lydiard.—None. 
Air. Mitchel'.7-No effort has been made to educate them generally, nor to impart to them religious 

instruction. 
Mr. Cooke.—No efforts made to educate or impart religious knowledge. 
Mr. Huon.—There have not been any efforts made in this neighborhood to educate or impart religious 

instruction to them. 
Mr. Willa.-None. 
Mr. Petherstonhaugh.—None that I am aware of 
Mr. Piper.—No ; in former times religious instruction was attempted at theP rotect° rate's and I once 

heard the Lord's Prayer treated by a party of scholars in a way which would deter me from ever attempting 
religious instruction. 

Mr. Lewis.—No systematic effort has been made near to this station (upon this side of the Murray) to 
educate the aborigines, or to impart to them religious instruction. 
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12. What is your opinion of their general intelligence, and of their capacity to receive literary or moral instruction? 

Mr. Hull.—Utterly low. A few instances of superior intellect occasionally. 
,Sfr. Thomas.—As to their "general intelligence"—they are not without a degree of intelligence when 

carefully watched ; but there is such a degree of listlessness in their character, that it is truly trying to those 
who have to teach them; more so, as they will not suffer any coertion. The female children are not so quick 
as the male children in learning ; both sexes can learn to read and write, but make no figure in arithmetic. 
They soon learn to sing and get by heart poetry, and repeat pieces ; but in arithmetic, as before stated, 
they are very far behind European children. They like oral instruction, and in geography by mapping are 
very quick. An aboriginal boy at the Normal school, Sydney, got the prize for geography two succeeding 
years, but his master told me " he was stupidly dull in arithmetic." The females are soon taught needlework 
and other domestic work ; the males as shepherds, sheep washing, farming operations, reaping, splitting, and 
een fencing. When the gold was discovered, almost all blacks, males and females, were engaged, and rendered 
valuable assistance to the farmers at the Plenty River. By Mount Eliza, the blacks, with the assistance 
of the master, got safely in the whole of the crop. 

Mr. Orr.—I think them capable of receiving religious and moral instructions, as they have a good deal 
of intelligence. 

Mr. Lane.-They are not wanting in intelligence, and might perhaps, if trained from early youth, 
acquire civilized habits and modes of thought ; but it has always appeared to me that in mental capacity they 
are far inferior to the North American Indians. 

Captain Harrison.—I have had no opportunity of judging. 
Mr. Templeton.—I think as children their intelligence is equal to that of Europeans • but they are very 

deficient in application to any kind of learning. There are, however, scarcely any children in the tribes 
I am referring to, and any attempt to teach the adults would, I fear, be quite hopeless. 

Mr. Sherard.—General capacity and intelligence good. 
Mr. She tee. —I think it low; but to say, as is generally said, that they are incapable of receiving instruc-

tion, I consider is too sweeping. I do not consider that the aboriginal population has received the attention it 
is entitled to at our hands. I am convinced that much good might yet be done at a very moderate cost. 

Mr. Murray.—I consider their general intelligence very limited, but their capacity to receive literary 
and moral instruction is by no means deficient. 

Mr. Synnot.—Their natural intelligence and capacity I believe to be good, but without an entire change 
in their mode of life it would be hardly possible to communicate to them much literary or religious instruction. 

Mr. Wilson.—Of quick and lively parts, learning readily any description of farm work and rough car-
pentry; good mimics, with a keen perception of the ludicrous. In one or two instances I have known boys 
anxious to be taught to read; in one a natural taste for drawing and caricature; and one boy learned nearly all 
the letters of the alphabet from an old newspaper. I think they were capable of receiving moral instruction. 

Mr. Fisken.—Very mediocre. 
Mr. 11cLeod.—I consider them capable of receiving moral instruction. 
Mr. Ormond.—The natives are very shrewd, quick, and clever at imitating, but their excessive laziness 

would be a bar to their receiving religious instruction. 
Mr. French.—The general intelligence of the adults seems little, if at all inferior to that of the average 

of white men. I cannot say as to their capacity to receive literary instruction ; and as to their capacity to 
receive moral instruction or having a moral sense, I cannot take upon myself to answer so difficult a subject, 
and about which so many philosophers have differed. Hobbes taught that the laws which the civil magistrate 
enjoins are the ultimate standards of morality. Cudworth endeavored to show that the origin of our notions of 
right and wrong is to be found in a particular faculty of the mind, which distinguishes truth from falsehood. 
Mandeville declares that the moral virtues are mere sacrifices of self-interest, made for the sake of public ap-
probation; and calls virtue the " political offspring which flattery begot upon pride." Dr. Clarke supposes 
virtue to consist in acting according to the fitnesses of things. Mr. Hume endeavored to prove that " utility 
is the constituent or measure of virtue." Dr. Hutcheson maintains that it originates in the dictates of a moral 
sense. Dr. Paley does not admit such a faculty, but declares virtue to consist "in doing good to mankind, in 
obedience to the will of God and for the sake of everlasting happiness." Dr. Adam Smith endeavors to show 
that sympathy is the source of moral approbation. Dr. Reid, Mr. Stewart, and Dr. T. Brown maintain the 
existence of a moral faculty. Sir James Mackintosh describes conscience to be compounded and made up of 
associations. Dr. Ralph Wardlaw can see nothing in conscience, except judgment. How then, amidst all this 
conflict of opinion, as to the foundation and possibility of the existence of moral science, is any approach to 
certainty to be obtained in answer to this portion of the queries. 

Mr. Co ooke.—Moderate, but their immutable laws compel the members of tribes to join at certain times; 
hence the futility of it. 

Mr. Aitken.—I think them intelligent and quick, but I cannot judge of their capacity to receive literary 
or moral instruction. 

Mr. Skene.—Very inferior. 
Mr. Beveridge.—They do not lack general intelligence, but they have not the remotest capacity for 

literary or moral instruction. 
2Ifr. Allan.—Their capacity does not, in my opinion, extend past the present moment. I have known 

them taught to read, but after being awhile with their tribe, they have forgotten it all again. 
Sergeant Archibald.—The general intelligence of the pure natives appears low, but their seems no doubt 

of their capacity to receive moral instruction if commenced in early years. 
Mr. Stroll.—In many respects as intelligent as the white race. If their education commenced at a 

proper age, a fair share of instruction, both literary and moral, might be imparted to them. 
Mr. T. M. Allan.—They have an excellent memory, can copy and mimic well. They have little or no 

feelings of emulation. I believe them capable of receiving moral and religious instruction, but I think all such 
attempts should be preceded by teaching them to depend on the regular and systematic labor of their hands for 
sustenance, and placing them in such a situation that they would have no alternative but ask regular labor, 
or want. 

Mr. Godfrey.—A very moderate standard of intelligence, except when the faculties are brought to bear 
on any method for pursuing game, sports, &c. On these subjects they are quick ; but their capacity to 
receive literary or moral instruction is small. They seem to possess a strong prejudice against any attempt 
at improving them, and fancy it very stupid to try and do so. Our best chance is with the children, the half-
castes more•especially. 

Mr. Gottreux.—Very low, incapable of mental instruction. 
Mr. Currie.—Their general intelligence is good, and their natural capacity, if cultivated before their 

wandering and wild habits had been confirmed, is, or was, sufficient to enable them to receive literary or moral 
instruction. 

Mr. Lydiard.—Although an intelligent race, they repel any attempt to teach them either reading or 
writing. I only know of three aboriginal natives who can read and write. 

Mitchell.—On the whole they are of limited capacity. Amongst those educated by the settlers are 
a few who have exhibited some quickness of apprehension, which, however, is usually marred by their consti-
tutional apathy, and a dislike of a continued effort. It is difficult to impress them with a due regard for any 
system of morals. 
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Mr. Mmes.—Their reasoning powers are of no mean order ; they have great capacity for learning ; but 
the teacher should be able to speak their language. 

Mr. Cooke.—The old people are generally very stupid in understanding what is said to them, but the 
younger ones are much more apt and quick in picking up any suggestion you may make to them. 

Mr. Iliton.—Many of them possess a good deal of shrewdness and intelligence ; but as indolence is their 
principal characteristic, it would be necessary to commence whilst they are very young to impart any literary 
instructions, and I think the same may be said with regard to moral culture. 

Mr. Wills.—I have myself seen so few of them, that it is not in my power to give an opinion. Old 
stockmen here say, that many were very quiet in doing different kinds of manual work ; but almost invariably, 
after submitting to the restraints of a life among Europeans for a few months, it appeared to be a relief to 
them to return to the " opossum rug," and to a nomadic life. 

Mr. Fetherstonhaugh.—I consider them generally intelligent, and very capable of receiving literary and 
moral instruction. 

Mr. Piper.—Their instinct is remarkable ; general intelligence and literary or moral instruction are 
merely terms unknown in relation to the aborigines. 

Mr. Lewis.—The natives are, in many instances, very intelligent and are capable of receiving instruc-
tion. Their dispositions are naturally good, though soft and indolent. They evince a strong affection for 
their own kindred and their immediate friends. They are treacherous, cruel, and vindictive towards natives 
of distant tribes, whom it appears to be the custom to kill, whenever within their power. 

13. Can you suggest any plan to the Committee by which they could be saved from ultimate extinction? 

Mr. Thomas.—My firm conviction is, that in the settled districts the aborigines will, in a very few 
years, become extinct ; in the intermediate district they may hold out a few years longer ; but my impression 
is, that they also will become extinct. Extinction must be the sequel of this hapless race. In the settled and 
intermediate districts few, if any, births to fill up the ranks of the dead, coupled with their drunken 
propensities, points too unerringly their speedy exit. 

(2.) To preserve the race from ultimate extinction, a commencement must be made in the far distant 
tribes, where they have not much diminished in number through intemperance, or deteriorated through bad 
connexions—tribes who have offspring, and in some tribes numerous, who have suffered no diminution from 
contact with the whites. A block of one hundred square miles, sacredly reserved for the aborigines, and on 
no pretence whatever a squatting station within its limits or beyond it, nor any squatter to employ or harbor 
any of the tribes within the limits of their country under pain of fine or forfeiture of licence. 

(3.) In suitable localities in tins aboriginal country agricultural operations, on an extensive scale, 
should he carried on, schools established, with religious instructors. In these schools the English language 
only taught, and their native tongue discouraged to its utter extinction. 

(4.) I would suggest a school upon a larger scale, in or near Melbourne, for each sex, the children at the 
district schools, as early as practicable, removed to the large establishment. This school receiving children 
from various tribes will amalgamate the tribes unconsciously ; being young, they cannot have the prejudices. 
This head school, if conducted upon the plan of the philanthropic schools in London, where simple trades are 
taught, would infuse industry with education. 

(5.) My suggestion to remove the children early from their tribe and parents may, at first glance, 
appear relentless, and emanating from a breast void of feeling ; but whoever will take the trouble to reflect 
seriously upon the result of the many previous efforts in this Colony, and our sister Colonies throughout New 
Holland, to retain the aboriginal rising generation, after they have been educated, from returning and 
mingling with their race and off to the wilderness, must be convinced that nothing short of removing them 
a considerable distance from their tribe can permanently improve their condition and avert (which it is a 
national duty to do, if possible) the extinction of the aboriginal race. 

(6.) However harsh it may appear, the separation of the children from their parents and their native 
haunts. Yet when we reflect upon the wretched way these children are brought up, the obstinate degradation 
of the parents, humanity for the offspring should guide the philanthropist. Removing the children early 
cannot be materially felt by the children, who will still be among their race ; and to remove them from the lap 
of their degraded parents would be a deed of mercy, keeping in view their future destiny. 

(7.) We have, on unquestionable evidence, instances of aborigines being taken young and educated ; 
even trades—blacksmith, tailor, shoemaker, ignorant of a syllable of their native tongue, amalgamating 
with the civilized ; but these have always been to me objects of commiseration rather than congratulation. 
Isolate beings, one or two hundred miles apart, in fact know not where their next of civilized race are. I ask, 
can ever any good result to the mass of aborigines from these solitary ones ? and further, it is quite out of the 
question increasing, or even keeping up their number. The result is, they drop down to the vices and 
dissipation of the dregs of society, and find an early tomb. 

(8.) But by a simultaneous move by the authorities in all the distant tribes, to endeavor by purchase. 
pursuasion, and preparatory kind treatment, to get the permission of the tribe to take care of their children ; 
and a few years will show the result—that the educated aborigines are not isolated beings, but have their own 
race as their companions, and in progress of time a regular aboriginal community. My impression is, 
if the parents and chiefs of the aborigines were more studiously considered, the difficulty of obtaining the 
children would not be so great. 

(9.) In each tribe of this aboriginal country should be a school and a deli& for provisions, blankets, and 
other necessaries. None of the aborigines should be turned empty away, on the plea that they have not 
worked—if so, a failure will be the result : convince them that their bread and water is sure unto them, 
and labor will gradually follow. A black cannot be incessantly idle no more than the white, and knowing for -
a certainty that his wants are supplied, he will diverge less and less from where his wants are supplied, 
till we may anticipate he or his offspring may become stationary. 

(10.) As near central as possible in this aboriginal country should be the principal depot and head 
quarters where the chief guardian (or what term may be given him) should reside ; this depot or head 
quarters, should be of that extent as to be able to supply the whole of the depots throughout the country, 
which after the first or second year might become self-providing. 

(11.) The officers in the aboriginal country, as suggested, should consist of a chief or head guardian, who 
should be a gentleman of trust and irreproachable character, at a liberal salary, and sub-guardians under 
him, who would be stationed at the branch depOts. Their salaries should be fixed, so as to avoid changes ; 
these sub-guardians also should be of good moral character. Eacl establishment should have a medical 
dispenser, who might (as his duties would not be great) keep an account of the stores as storekeeper. 

(12.) The chief guardian should at least once in six months visit each of the aboriginal establishments 
throughout the country, make his report to the Honorable the President of the Board of Land and Works, and 
for the information of the colony, annually be laid before the Parliament. The chief guardian's report will be 
a succinct account of all the establishments, and should, as an appendix, contain a schedule with a wide margin 
for remarks of rations issued, work done, diseases, deaths, births, &c., &c. The sub-guardians should report 
monthly to the chief guardian in detail, the working of the establishment, keeping a regular daily journal, and 
in the strictest sense of the word, be under the sole direction of the chief guardian. 
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(13.) Unlimited discretionary power in supplying provisions, &c., should be vested in each of the 
sub-guardians on their establishments. I urge this from experience. The Sydney government issued an 
official that the protectors of Port Phillip were not, on any consideration whatever, to give away the 
least ration for a black who had not worked. This was further backed by Lord Stanley, the Colonial Secretary. 
On this hinge the protectorate broke down, and all other attempts by benevolent societies and individuals 
to ameliorate the condition of the aborigines, being totally ignorant of their daily avocation in a wild state, and 
their general character. Suffice it to state (to urge this discretionary power to the sub-protectors or guardians) 
that the aborigines intheir native state do not work daily ; a portion of their number go out by direction of their 
chief, and by prying, searching, and intuitive habit procure what a kind providence has meted out to them, 
which (before the squatters located on their soil) was in abundance ; so that those (to bring it to our calendar) 
who go out on the Monday lay basking about on the Tuesday. I would press this affecting subject still further, 
but trust that what I have stated will be a guide to your honorable committee upon this head. The 
aborigines must be kindly treated, and decoyed feelingly into European labor—secure their children, and 
the Government has, to their credit, preserved the aboriginal race from extinction, which is their unbounden 
duty. I have dwelt much upon this brief question, for which I would apologise to your honorable com-
mittee, unless I had found it the main outlet for a plan I suggested to the chief protector in the early part 
of 1839. 

Mr. Orr.—Get the youths away from their parents into some seminary. 
Mr. Lane.—The only plan I can think of, by which their total extinction might be prevented, would be 

to form settlements which they might be gradually taught to cultivate, and where they might be tempted 
to live during the winter months. There are villages of this description in Canada, formed on the Indian 
reserves on the Grand River, Manitonlin Islands, Lake Huron, &c., and it is the custom of the Government 
to distribute presents of blankets, &c., periodically, which has the effect of collecting the scattered and 
distant tribes. 

Captain Harrison.—None. 
Mr. Templeton.—As mentioned above, there are scarcely any aboriginal children growing up to supply 

the places of those who are now dying, and their extinction, therefore, ere long, must be inevitable. 
Beveridge.—I cannot. 

Mr. Rusden.—I was chairman of a committee appointed by an assembly of the Church of England in 
Victoria, in 1856, to consider the condition of the aborigines, and I beg to append, as my answer to this question, 
the report recommended by that committee, and adopted by the Church of England Assembly, together with 
a petition to both Houses of Parliament, based on the recommendations of the report. I may mention that 
the Church of England Assembly comprises nearly a hundred persons, viz., the clergymen in the diocese, and 
lay representatives elected in each parish or district throughout the Colony. The petition was entrusted to a 
member of each House of Parliament for presentation.— 

"REPORT 

" Of the Committee appointed at the first Meeting of the Assembly of the United Church of England and 
Ireland in Victoria, to report to the Assembly on the Condition of the Aborigines, and to recommend such 
measures to be taken by the Church of England as they may deem best suited to enable the Church to 
perform its duty to the Aborigines. 

"Your Committee have the honor to bring up the following Report:— 
"They have called for no viva twee evidence, but they have resorted to published documents relative to 

the history of the efforts which have hitherto been made to civilize and evangelize the Australian aborigines. 
"Those documents seem to warrant the following conclusions: 
"That all missionary enterprise is admitted to have failed to produce the desired effect, viz., when under-

taken by means of the settlement of missionaries amongst the tribes in their own localities. 
"That the condition of the aborigines amidst the white population may be described as one in which 

their natural wild and simple habits are in general supplanted by the most grovelling debauchery, the results 
of which are destructive alike to their physical and mental powers. 

"That Lord Stanley's Despatch, 20th December, 1842, (Votes and Proceedings, New South Wales Legis-
lative Council, 1843), enumerating many failures, under the protectorate in Port Phillip, at Wellington Valley, 
at Moreton Bay, at Lake Macquarie, and at the Wesleyan Mission on the Barwon River, gives a fair picture 
of the failures themselves, and of the lamentable results then extant. 

"That, as contrasted with missionary enterprise conducted as above mentioned, the history of the 
Poonindie Training Establishment in South Australia, organised by the Venerable Archdeacon Hale (the 
most gratifying experiment yet made on the Australian continent), seems to show that the establishment of 
schools for gathering together the young, where they may become estranged from their own customs, affords 
the greatest likelihood of success, and is the system most worthy of approval, and most desirable to be pressed 
upon the consideration of the Church and of the Legislature. 

" That the diminution of the numbers in each tribe exposed to contact with Europeans, and the decadence 
of dialects one by one, depriving missionaries of opportunities of obtaining converts, and destroying the value 
of their acquisitions in the native language, combine to show how hopeless is the endeavor to convert the 
numerous remnants of tribes by an establishment at any one place, unless members of different tribes can be 
congregated at it, and trained to the use of one common language. 

" That, on the contrary, a central establishment, gathering individuals from every tribe, and affording 
facilities for instruction in the English tongue, would give the teachers the use of a more efficient instrument 
in teaching (namely, a superior language) would elevate the mental condition of the pupils, and would be as 
applicable to an individual of any one tribe as to an individual of any other. - 

"That the separation of the aborigines from their native haunts was urged or suggested by the following 
colonists, all magistrates in different parts of the Colony in 1849, as the only efficacious means of arresting the 
downward progress of the race. (Some persons, who admit the fact, express doubts whether it would be just 
to resort to the means.)—A. Goldsmith, Esq., Pyrenees ; It. Hamilton, Esq., Polkimont; A. Irvine, Esq., 
Pyrenees; H. C. Jeffreys, Esq., Mount Macedon; J. F. Palmer, Esq., Melbourne; G. Russell, Esq., River 
Leigh; W. Rutledge, Esq., Port Fairy; A. T. Thomson, Esq., Fiery Creek ; J. Wilson, Esq., Hume River; H. 
Murray, Esq., Colac; G. S. Airey, Esq., Goulburn River; E. Grimes, Esq., Broken River; J. Webster, Esq., 
Mount Shadwell; J. C. Riddell, Esq., Mount Macedon; D. S. Stodart, Esq., Colac; C. Macknight, Esq., Port 
Fairy ; R. Burke, Esq., Mount Shadwell. Separation from the whites was urged by the Superintendent of 
the Wesleyan Mission (at the Barwon River) as absolutely essential to the success of any efforts to ameliorate 
the moral condition of the blacks. 

" That the guardian of the aborigines in Victoria urged in 1852 that the only chance left was the for-
mation of an establishment in which to educate the children apart from the influence of their unreclaimed 
parents and of the corruptions of civilization. 

"That the success which has attended the efforts of Archdeacon Hale, at Adelaide, is a favorable 
guarantee for the results of such isolation, and that well authenticated instances (some of which are recorded 
in the Church of England Messenger), in which, under favorable circumstances individual natives have been 
weaned from their habits by ki ndly disposed persons who have had ample means at command, prove that the 
aboriginal mind, if properly attracted and directed, is capable of appreciating civilization and embracing 
Christianity. 

Asomorta8.-1. 
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"That the present number of the aborigines, supposed in 1845 to have amounted to about 6000, and now 
to be diminished to less than 1000 (irrespective of those who frequent both banks of the Murray River, and 
consequently belong to New South Wales as much as to Victoria) is a solemn warning of the rapid 
progress towards annihilation which the native tribes are undergoing, and of the futility of the attempts 
hitherto made to avert their destruction. 

"Your Committee would therefore recommend that, in order that the aborigines may receive Christian 
instruction, a central establishment for the reception of the native children from all tribes in the colony should 
be formed. That the ordinary expenditure should be defrayed out of the public revenue; that the Church 
should provide the expenditure requisite for teaching the truths of the Gospel; that for this purpose a 
missionary or missionaries unsalaried by the Government (but provided on the spot with accommodation and 
sustenance) should be appointed by the Church to exercise control. That in order to give a guarantee to the 
public for the proper outlay of funds secularly devoted, the accounts of the establishment should be audited as 
the Government may direct. 

"That the use of the aboriginal language be discouraged in the establishment, and that industrial and 
mechanical occupations be taught there. 

"That all aboriginal children, whose parents may be willing, for any consideration, to yield them up, 
be taken into the establishment. 

"That half-caste male children, hitherto almost invariably destroyed by the aborigines, be in all cases 
taken charge of in the establishment. 

"That to provide for and supplement the usefulness of the central station, there be sought out in every 
district a person of high social position amongst the whites, and affectionately regarded by the aborigines, 
who will undertake to keep an accurate record of the numbers of the aborigines, to win from them inmates 
for the institution, and to distribute such gifts as the Legislature may be willing to appropriate for the 
benefit of the adults. 

"That such agents or trustees should be empowered to place, at the public cost, in any public school in 
the district, children whose parents might refuse to permit them to be taken to the central station for instruc-
tion, and the premiums be given to successful teachers in such cases. 

"That each such agent or trustee on behalf of the aborigines should correspond with the missionary in 
charge at the institution. 

"That the Legislature be urged to consider whether, as all evidence of persons conversant with the habits 
of the aborigines points to the inefficacy of the means hitherto adopted in New South Wales or Victoria to 
reclaim the aborigines, and to the necessity to isolate from their native habits those whom we would civilize, 
it would not be less cruel, and snore just, to bring about that isolation, even by compulsion, in the case of 
infants, rather than suffer the unrestrained operation of causes which now destroy the old and young alike, 
and which must, if not speedily arrested, end in the utter destruction of the race. 

"Your Committee recommend that a petition from the Church Assembly to the Houses of Legislature, 
embodying the foregoing proposition, be prepared, and be presented without delay, praying that such proposition 
may be carried into effect. 

"Your Committee would by no means recommend the discontinuance of Missionary efforts, although 
hitherto the results have been unsatisfactory. They suggest fresh means, but not with the view to discourage 
the spirit which has prompted the means hitherto found ineffectual, and they look forward to the efforts of the 
district guardians or trustees as likely, under the blessing of Divine Providence, to win to a knowledge of 
the truths of Christianity those who are now perishing in ignorance ; or at the least, if this result be denied, 
to alleviate the sufferings of our fellow-creatures, and to bring to their aid in hours of affliction and distress a 
trifling pittance of that material wealth which has been so largely extracted from the land whose original 
inhabitants have been displaced with such startling rapidity by European colonization. 

"G. W. RUSDEN, Chairman." 

" To the Honorable the President and Members of the Legislative Council, the Speaker and Members of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Colony of Victoria. 

"The Memorial of the Assembly of the United Church of England and Ireland humbly sheweth,— 
" That your memorialists have taken under their earnest consideration the present condition of the 

aborigines of the Colony, with the desire to communicate to them the blessings of the Gospel. 
That your memorialists, on a calm review of the circumstances, are unable to perceive that the efforts 

of missionaries can produce any beneficial effect upon the aborigines in general, and are of opinion that the 
fostering care of the State is needed to concentrate together the scattered remnants of the tribes in Victoria. 

" That your memorialists are impelled to put forward this memorial by reflecting that, if somethmg be 
not soon done on behalf of the aborigines, they will in a few years be blotted out from the face of the country 
of their fathers ; and if they be so blotted out; your memorialists will not be justified if they have shrunk from 
any effort for which success could be hoped in ameliorating the moral condition of the aborigines. 

" That an experiment, such as your memorialists would press upon your honorable Council, has been of 
late years proved in South Australia with marked success, and that the signal success of that experiment, as 
compared with all previous efforts on the Australian continent, urges upon your memorialists the duty of their 
present appeal to those constituted authorities by whose aid alone, humanly speaking, success may be hoped 
for in Victoria. 

"That the principle upon which the successful establishment in South Australia has been conducted, 
has been the isolation of the aborigines from their native haunts, and kind treatment and tuition of them in 
a central station, where they have gradually acquired a knowledge of European arts, simultaneously with 
instruction in Christianity, considerable expenditure having been borne by the State, while the control of 
the mission station has been left to the Rev. gentlenman whose well-directed zeal originated the experiment. 

" That your memorialists are of opinion that similar provision, control, and supervision are essential to 
the success of any attempts to civilize and convert the aborigines, and while they would deprecate the lodgment 
of monies in the hands of the missionary in charge, they think it manifest that, unless he is placed in a 
position of apparent control, he would not be able to command that unqualified respect which is essential in 
guiding the minds of those whom he would convert. 

- 
"That the foregoing proposition is borne out by reference to all instances of success in evangelizing the 

aborigines, inasmuch as though moving from station to station and town to town, they in all cases acquire 
considerable knowledge of European employments, there is no recorded instance of permanent civilization 
or conversion, except where, in private families or in a public establishment, they have been weaned from 
their wild pursuits by the kindness of those whom, as masters or managers, they have learned to respect 
and love. 

"That your memorialists would humbly recommend that the following steps be immediately taken with a view to teach the aborigines. 
"That a central establishment be formed for the reception of all aboriginal children or adults who can 

be induced to enter it. 
"That all due safeguards be taken to prevent the possibility of any diversion to other ends than for the 

benefit of the aborigines, of the materials in use at the central establishment. 
"That accommodation and sustenance be provided for any resident missionary or missionaries. 
"That secular instruction and agricultural and mechanical tuition be provided by the State. 
"That the use of the aboriginal dialects be discouraged in the establishment. 



43 

"That in every large district of the colony there be sought some person and affectionately regarded by 
the aborigines, who shall be designated to keep records of the condition of the aborigines, and to win from 
them inmates for the central station by such gifts as the Legislature may think fit to place at his disposal, 
and that such district guardians or agents be authorized to place, at the expense of the state, in public district 
schools, such children as may be yielded up for the purpose by parents who may refuse to let their children 
depart from their native place to the central station. 

"  
guardian. That correspondence be kept up periodically between the resident missionary and each district 

"That, in support of the foregoing recommendation, your memorialists would point out that the 
guardian of the aborigines urged upon the Government of the Colony in 1852 the necessity of forming some 
central establishment, such as has been suggested above, and that the rapidly diminishing number of 
aborigines in the colony shows, that whatever steps can be taken ought to be taken quickly, to prevent the 
complete destruction of the native race. 

"That your memorialists would place before your honorable house one important fact which demands 
serious consideration, namely, that half-caste male children, borne by aboriginal women, are usually destroyed ; 
and that your memorialists would urge that, in order to prevent their destruction, the removal of half-caste 
children to the central establishment might be specially encouraged. 

"That your memorialists would point out that the foregoing fact alone shows that missionary enterprise, 
under the circumstances of the Colony, cannot cope with the causes which are operating to remove the race from their native soil. 

"That your memorialists would further suggest, as a reason why the central mission establishment 
should be formed, the fact that the native tribes are disappearing so rapidly that, in the course of little more 
than twenty years whole tribes have died away, making it plain that, even had missionaries obtained a 
perfect knowledge of a dialect, their labors would have to be renewed in another sphere, which would 
eventually prove equally unfavorable. 

"Finally, your memorialists would represent, that, upon an enquiry instituted by the late Legislature of 
New South Wales and Port Phillip, many leading persons settled in Port Phillip pointed out that, only bjr 
some such means as those now recommended, could any success be achieved in civilizing or instructing the 
aborigines, as will be seen in the votes and proceedings of the New South Wales Legislative Council. 

"Your memorialists are emboldened to make their present appeal by reflecting, that previous Legis- 
latures have made grants for the benefit of the aborigines when claims, reasonably supported, have been put 
forward in their behalf. 

"Your memorialists would therefore entreat your honorable house to take the premises into consi- 
deration, and to take such steps to ameliorate the moral condition of the aborigines as may, to your honorable house seem meet. 

"And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c." 
Mr. Snuter.—The establishment of reserves seems to me the only practicable method. 
Mr. Murray.—I consider it too late to attempt any plan for preventing their total extinction, as in all 

the populated districts there are few or no births ; and I consider that it is only with the young that any such 
attempt would be successful. 

Mr. Synnot.- I can suggest no plan of saving them from extinction, which seems more likely to succeed 
than that of keeping them out of the gold fields and other townships, where they are drunk from morning till night. 

Mr. Wilson.—lt is too late now in the Mitta Mitta, as the race is nearly extinct. Imbuing the minds of 
the young with sound moral and religious instruction, so as to unfetter them from the thraldom of superstition. 
This could best be accomplished by isolating them when young for a time from their parents and others. 
Native teachers might thus be trained up. 

Mr. Fisken.—No. 
Mr. McLeod.—I cannot. 
Mr. Ormond,—I cannot. 
Mr. Frenek—Notwithstanding what I have said as to their general Intelligence, as a race they are 

inferior to what is termed the Caucasian, or white race ; and as the tendency of nature appears to be a pro-
gression from the inferior to the superior, it is more than possible, almost certain, that, notwithstanding all 
well meant efforts to the contrary, the aboriginal must disappear, and give place to the superior race. 

Mr. Crooke.—None. They appear to die off from sheer idleness when introduced into towns. If they 
could be driven into the mountains they would thrive, if they did not destroy one another, which they would 
then do by territorial quarrels. 

31•. Aitken—I can suggest no plan by which they could be saved from ultimate extinction. 
Mr. Shene.—By keeping them outside the circle of civilization. 
Mr. Beveridge.—I cannot. 
Mr. Craig (13 and 14).—Were a reserve, containing some good land, established, a few might be induced 

to attempt farming (the seeds, implements, &c., being found them) ; but it is very questionable if the older 
natives could be brought to settled habits. 

Gilles.—Possibly by forming district schools and carrying out the 14th question. 
Mr. Serutt.—I do not consider that any plan will prove successful, unless some arrangement is made to 

restrain them from wandering about. So long as they are left in full liberty to do exactly as they choose, 
they will perhaps stay a few days in one place, and then on the slightest whim or disagreement "pull away," 
as they call it, to another place many miles distant ; and not return for several months. Whatever measures 
may be taken are likely to be useful with the young only ; the middle-aged aborigines appear to be altogether 
irreclaimable. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.—Money will do wonders. If sufficient funds were placed in the hands of proper men, 
under a wise and economical Government, it can be done. My plan is too voluminous to insert here. Should 
your honorable committee really entertain the idea, I will be happy to enter more fully into my views. 

Mr. Godfrey.—None. I think that, while their final extinction seems the inevitable law of nature, 
many of the young might be civilized and reclaimed, but not without removal pretty far from their former 
haunts. Then arises the difficulty—how are we to get the children ? The parents will scarcely, even under 
the most liberal offers, be induced to part with them. They say, invariably, " When jump up, you man him," 
—when the child is grown up, you may then have him.' This is too late ; he is then rooted to his wild life, 
and I am sure it is a hopeless task to attempt any real reform of adults. Although many enthusiastic people 
will be found to differ with me in this opinion, I still hold it from strong conviction, manifold attempts with 
the most shrewd and apparently thinking blacks having failed. They are too confirmed in, and by natural 
capacity adapted for, their wild, roving life of freedom. 

Mr. Gottreux.—There is no rising generation, and, of 'course, their extinction is inevitable, 	' Mr. Currie.—The habits they have acquired from the first whites with whom they came in contact—
these being, generally, of the most depraved class, the indiscriminate intercourse of the females with this 
class, led to unfaithfulness ; and the now total absence of children amongst them—surely points to their 
ultimate and speedy extinction. 

Mr. Mitchell.—I can suggest no plan likely to be successful. 
Mr. Bunee.-13 and 14. See reply to No. 7. 
Mr. Cooke.—None, unless they are kept from drink.  
Mr. Huon.—I cannot. 	 s  
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Mr. Wills.—No ; I fear it is too late. A proper commencement should haie been made twenty-five 
years ago. Systematic training, agricultural, mechanical, religions, and moral, should, in my humble opinion, 
have been commenced immediately, or soon after the arrival of Europeans amongst them (as in the case of 
the New Zealanders). 

Mr. Fetherstonhaugh.—I can conceive none. 
Mr. Piper.—None whatever. I have witnessed their gradual extinction during the last twenty years, 

and I am convinced no interference of our's can prevent it. I do not think they have died by our diseases, 
but by the change in their mode of life, brought about by our occupation of the country, and their dependence 
upon us for food and clothing. Unless the world can be turned backwards, the normal condition of the 
aborigines can never be restored. The favorite project of many of their well-wishers is, the establishment of 
a vast reserve, and their compulsory restriction within its limits. Years of beef, mutton, and tobacco have 
totally incapacitated these poor creatures for a return to kangaroo, opossums, and a state of nature ; whilst 
their imprisonment within a reserve, however extensive, would speedily break their hearts. The aborigines 
throughout the length and breadth of this land are most kindly treated. I fear any attempt to improve their 
present condition will hasten the final catastrophe. 

Mr. Lewis.-1-feel confident that the aborigines of this district will, in the course of a very few years, 
become extinct. That must be the inevitable result of their intercourse with the whites. No attempt to 
preserve the aborigines from extinction can possibly succeed, where that intercourse exists. 

14. Do you think, if s grant of land sufficient for their support were reserved for them, that they would be induced 
to settle upon it? Would they be likely to be reclaimed by such means to more civilised and fired habits? 

Mr. Hull.—My opinion is, they are doomed to utter extinction. Our duty is to provide blankets, sugar , 
tea, flour, and medicals, to be given out on application, and to punish those who illtreat them most severely. 

Mr. Thomas.—Small grants of land for a single tribe would, as previous grants, be a failure. Extensive 
grants, with an agricultural station at the nearest creek or river to the centre, with depot for provisions, &c., 
and settlers prohibited, as recommended in question 13, aborigines having no encouragement at the 
neighboring settlers, would gradually find the reserves the only certain spots for support, which must 
eventually tend to their partial civilization. 

Mr. Orr.—The attempts that have been were so badly carried out, it is difficult to say—if properly 
carried out, establishments would not be useful. The chief difficulty is from their migratory habits. As far 
as I see, the attempt would be futile as a general rule, but there are many of the aborigines who would be 
civilized. A few are to be seen now at Mr. Parker's, of Mount Franklin. Mr. Parker ought to be able to give 
a good opinion on the subject. 

Mr. Lane.—I consider the only chance of ameliorating their present condition is by the adoption of some 
such plan as that proposed. It must be borne in mind, however, that great hostility exists between the 
different tribes. 

Ca
r. 

lain Harrison.—Same reply as to No. 12. 
 Templeton.-I do not think they could be induced to settle any where; but if such a grant were made, 

there is no doubt they would visit the locality frequently, and avail themselves of the support offered to them. 
Their condition would thus be ameliorated ; but my experience of these people in New South Wales, and on 
the Murray (before the period I have before referred to) leads me to think they will never learn anything but 
the vices of civilization. 

Rusden.—I think reserves of land quite useless as a means of supporting the blacks, and preserving 
them from the evil influences with which our civilization overwhelms them. Grants of land to all aborigines 
who may be reclaimed would be righteous appropriations, not entitled to the designation of being "liberal." 
It is only the civilized man who can benefit by the use of land in small quantities ; and no reserve, however 
large in Victoria, would now preserve the blacks from further deterioration as a race, inasmuch as every tribe in 
the colony has been long thoroughly tainted by the vices which the whites have taught. Even if the whites 
were expelled from any given district of (say) twenty miles square, the blacks would not remain in it, but 
would hover round the nearest white settlements ; and as no blacks, except those in the immediate neighbor-
hood, could resort to such a reserve, many similar reserves would be required, if even the blacks would make 
them their homes, which they would not. 

Mr. Shuter.—A certain amount of compulsion, which I would consider justifiable, would be required 
to carry the plan of a settlement into effect. If left to their own devices, their wandering nature would prompt 
them to take to the bush, however comfortable they might be. 

Mr. Murray.—Their entire habits are I think too confirmed ; they could not change them for a settled 
life. I think, as a matter of course, that they would be reclaimed to more civilized habits, if they could 
be induced to settle upon land of their own. 

Mr. 4nnot.—I do not think they could be induced to remain at any fixed place—it is their habit, 
and I believe their nature, to roam about; and that the sense of confinement, if they were forced to remain, 
would prove more speedily fatal to them than even the injurious influences to which they are at present 
subject. 

Mr. Wilson.—I do not think they could be induced to give up their wandering habits and settle on 
a grant of land, or be reclaimed by this means. Even half-caste children, on attaining the age of puberty, leave 
the homes where they have been brought up. 

Mr. Fisken.—No. 
Mr. McLeod.—I fear not ; but I do feel that the Government ought to try something of the kind, 

and if so I should use my endeavors to induce those near me to settle on a farm. 
Mr. Ormond. —No. 
Mr. French.—Certainly not. 
Mr. Crooke.—No. Perhaps the last remnant might. 
Mr. Shadforth.—I do not think they would be induced to settle down. 
Mr. Aitken.—I do not think they would be induced to settle on a grant of land sufficient for their 

support. I think it impossible that such means would reclaim them to more civilized and fixed habits. 
Mr. Skene.—I do not think that a grant of land would be of any service to them, unless it were cultivated 

for them. There has been no inducement held out to any of them that would make them leave off their 
roaming life. 

Mr. Beveridge.—No ; they could not be induced to settle down to fixed and civilized habits. 
Sergeant Archibald.—I think they would not be induced to settle upon land under any circumstances, and 

that they would not be likely to be reclaimed to fixed habits. 
Mr. Strut —No, but they might be compelled ; the younger aborigines would thus acquire more 

civilized and fixed habits. Under the firm rule of a kindly disposed family, they might gradually be taught 
every ordinary description of labor. The hours of work should, however, be short ; and due regard should be 
paid to their fondness for amusement, by permitting music, dancing, and corroberees in the evenings. But 
I believe that no system will answer, without a certain amount of compulsion at first. The aborigines would 
freely remain a long time in any place where they had nothing to do, were well fed, and supplied with tobacco 
and drink ; but such treatment could not be deemed conducive to their improvement. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.—I think that by kindness and judicious treatment, they could. They would certainly ; 
for I do not believe that God, in creating mart, intended them to live and die like brutes. 
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Mr. Godfrey.—I think no grant of land, or any other inducement, would so reverse their nature as 
to compel them to adopt any fixed abode. When tired of being at a station, under the most favorable 
circumstances, no offer, however golden, will tempt them to delay their departure to some new spot ; they 
must be ever on the move. 

Mr. Gottreux.—No ; it has been tried, and failed. I believe no inducement would be likely to fix them to 
one spot. 

Mr. Currie.—The small remnant left makes an answer to this almost unnecessary. I do not think, 
however, that any means short of compulsion would have induced them to settle and confine themselves 
to any particular locality, unless they had been removed when young beyond the influence of those whose 
habits had become so confirmed, as to be a part of their nature. 

Mr. lydiard.-1 do not think so. 
Mr. Fetherstonhaugh.—I do not. 
Mr. Mitchell.—I am of opinion that they will not, for very many years, be reclaimed from their 

wandering habits. It is impossible to prevent the eiders of the tribe, to whom these habits are natural, and 
who know or appreciate no other mode of life, from encouraging or enforcing them Oil the young men employed 
by the settlers, who are thus, at the instance of the tribe, compelled to leave their employers for many mggqnnnths 
in each year. Thus, a passion for rambling grows up in these young men, and, in many instances, quite u fits 
them for steady employment; while the good effects we might expect from their partial civilization is ent ely 
lo t 

I would beg leave, however, to represent to the committee the present condition and prospects of the 
half-breed children who are now to be found with every tribe. It is very distressing to contemplate the 
inevitable fate of the female portion of these unfortunates, and which can only be averted by a separation from 
the tribes. They are held in more than common esteem by the tribes, and by their mothers they are cherished 
with a more than common affection. A voluntary_ resignation of them cannot be expected from a people of 
darkened and untutored minds and undisciplined passions. In one or two instances, I have found them 
violently opposed to giving up their children to the whites. Under your authority, however, some means of 
attaining that end might be adopted, and thus of averting the ruin to which these young girls are otherwise 
surely doomed. - 

Ms. Cooke.—I doubt, if they got any land for their support, that they would be induced to work for 
any length of time ; for they are mostly very lazy, and like a wandering life. 

Mr. Huon.—I think not; as from their wandering disposition and dislike to any settled occupation, they 
could not be induced to remain long in one place, although they might be perfectly aware they were consulting 
their own interest by so doing. 

Mr. Wills.—Those best acquainted with the present habits of the remnants of Australian aboriginal 
tribes are of opinion that they would not " settle down." If they would do so, and commence farming, gardening, 
and any simple mechanical work, their reclamation would be tolerably certain. The New Zealanders afford 
sufficient proof of the correctness of this hypothesis. 

Mr. Lewis.—I do not think that anything in the power of the Government to provide for the natives 
would induce them to settle upon any one portion of the lands they handed over. The love of change appears 
engrained into their very nature, and I have never known an instance of its successful eradication. 

DIVISION II. 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERS. 	- 
I. Slate the general stature of the people, and confirm this by some actual measurements. Measurement may be 

applied to absolute height, and also to proportions, to be referred to in subsequent queries. The weight of individuals when 
ascertainable, and in extreme cases, as well as the average, wilt be interesting. What may be the relative differences in 
Stature and dimensions, between males and females? 

Mr. Busden.—Questions 1 to 12 will be answered by those who have some scientific acquaintance with 
anatomy. 

Speaking generally, I may say that the aboriginal race, though smaller than the British, is muscular and 
well made. The tribes which frequent the coast and large rivers where fish is abundant are of larger stature 
than those which inhabit mountainous and barren districts. 

Mr. Murray.—The stature of the men (Colac tribe), is froth 5 feet 5 inches to 5 feet 8 inches; that of the 
women about 5 feet 3 inches. 

Mr. Wilson—Average height about 5 feet 5 inches, males. I have no actual measurements. The females 
were considerably under the stature of the men; slender and well formed—hands and feet small. 

Mr. Fisken.—Average stature, 5 feet 6 inches. 
Mr. Skene.—I give you the measurement of three Portland blacks. I think they are rather under the 

sizes of some tribes. Jemmy : round shoulders, 44 inches; from shoulder to palm of hand, 33 inches; leg, 32 
inches; girth of thigh, above trousers, 19 inches; girth of waist, 32 inches; height, 5 feet 7f inches; age, about 
25 to 30. Tommy: round shoulders, 41 inches; from shoulder to palm of hand, 31 inches; leg, 283 inches; 
girth of thigh, 19 inches; waist, 301 inches; height 5 feet 6 inches; age, about 50 years. Billy: round 
shoulders ; from shoulder to palm of hand, 29i inches; leg, 29 inches; girth of thigh, 20 inches ; waist, 
333 inches; height, 5 feet 3 inches; age, about 25 years. 

Mr. Beveridge.—The first twelve questions in this division are of an " anatomical " character, and 
can therefore only be replied to by an anatomist. 

Mr. Strait (Echuca).— 
Measures round 

Name. 	 Weight. 	 Height. 	 the Chest. 
stone. lbs. 	 feet. Inches. 	 feet. inches. 

Daniel 	... 	... 	10 	0 	 5 	71 	 2 	10 
Johnny Johnny ... 	10 	0 	 5 	5 	 2 10 
Billy 	... 	... 	8 	0 	 5 	43 	 2 	8 
Jack 	... 	... 	9 	4 	 5 	4 	 2 	8i 

10 10 	 5 	81 	 3 	Of 
Billy Toole ... 	... 	10 	0 	 5 	41 	 3 	01 
Murray 	... 	... 	10 	0 	... 	5 	61 	... 	2 	11* 
King John ... 	... 	11 	12 	... 	5 	91 	... 	3 	1 
Flora 	... 	... 	9 	0 	... 	4 	101 	... 	3 	2 

No other woman could be persuaded to be weighed or measured. 

Mr. J. M. Allan. (Villiers and Heyteabury tribes.)—Men, 5 feet 3 inches; women, 4 feet 11 inches. On 
the whole, they are a pretty fairly proportioned race. 

Mr. Goltreux. (Villiers.)—Average, 5 feet 8 inches. 
ABORIOINEEL—M. 



46 

Mr. Currie 	can only state in general terms, in reference to the questions contained in this division, 
that physically they (Emu Creek and Wardy Yallock) are generally well formed, particularly about the chest 
and upper part of the body. The lower extremities are frequently, but not invariably, imperfectly developed. 
When walking, they turn the toes in; and so marked is this, and so generally amongst the grown and aged, 
that it must have been brought about by artificial means. 

Mr. Bunce.—A perusal of the accompanying works—" Language of the Aborigines," and "Australasiatic 
Reminiscences," will give information in respect to the second as well as the first division. The first work was 
written from a practical knowledge of many years with the natives, and one of whom (Jemmy) has accom-
panied me in many a long expedition from the years 1841 to 1850, and who may be occasionally seen in 
the streets of Melbourne, but unhappily in a state of drunken intoxication. The second work, or " Travels," 
will meet many of the queries, more particularly from page 64 to 79. I shall be at all times happy to 
assist the committee in carrying out an object so worthy ; and from my long acquaintance and intercourse 
with these people, my efforts may be of some avail in ameliorating their condition. I cannot help remarking, 
that all previous attempts have failed, owing to the parties engaged in the mission being destitute of the 
qhaliflcations I have already alluded to. Some extracts from Mr. Bunce's " Reminiscences " will be found 
printed as Appendix F.] 

2. Is there any prevailing disproportion between different parts of the body ? as for example, in the size of the head, 
the deficient or excessive development of upper or lower extremities. 

Mr. Wilson.—None. 
Mr. Fisken—Deficient muscular development of the lower extremeties. 
Mr. Strutt.—No. They are a well proportioned race. 
Mr. Gottreux.—No. 

3. What is the prevailing complexion? This should be accurately defined, if possible, by illustrative and intelligent 
example, such as by comparison with those whose color is well known. The color of the hair should be stated, and its 
character, whether fine or coarse, straight, curled, or woolly. The color and character of the eyes should likewise be 
described. Is there, independently of want of cleanliness, any perceptible peculiarity of odor? 

Mr. Sherard.—Sun-burnt, black ; hair, black, rather coarse and wavy ; eyes, black, or dark brown 
(Ballaarat). 

Mr. Murray.—The complexion (Colac tribe) is nearly black ; hair, jet black, fine, and straight ; eyes, 
dark hazel. They have, independently of a want of cleanliness, a peculiar odor. 

Mr. Wilson—liair, black, fine, and curled ; eyes, black. No remarkable odor when clean (Mitta Mitta 
tribe). 

Mr. l'isken (Lal Lal).—Dark chocolate ; hair, coarse, black, and straight ; eyes, dark. No peculiarity 
of odor. 

Mr. Slcene (Portland).—Black ; straight black hair, rather coarse. Very strong odor from grease and filth. 
Mr. Strait (Echuca).—A dark chocolate brown, approaching to black ; hair black, rather coarse and 

curling, not woolly ; black eyes ; thick nose, rather rounded ; lips rather thick, but not projecting. Several 
of the natives have no peculiar odor, when well washed and clean ; others, however, in hot weather, have a 
very perceptible odor. 

.1. 111. Allan (Villiers and Heytesbury).—Tawny black ; hair jet black, coarse and curly, and very 
luxuriant ; eyes black, deep sunk in the head, glance very penetrating. There is a strong natural odor. 

Mr. Gottreux (Villiers).—Very dark olive brown ; hair black, glossy, coarse, and -inclined to curl ; eyes dark. There is a perceptible odor. 

ri 

4. The head is so important as distinctive of race, that particular attention must be paid to it. Is it round or 
elongated in either direction, and what is the shape of the face—broad, oval, lozenge-shaped, or of any other marked 
form? It will contribute to facilitate the understanding of other descriptions, to leave sketches of several typical 
specimens. A profile, and also a front view should be given. In the profile particularly notice the height and angle of 
the forehead, the situation of the meatus anditorius, and the form of the posterior part of the head. It will also be 
desirable to depict the external car, so as to convey the form and proportion of its several parts. The form of the 

• head may be minutely and accurately described by employing the divisions and terms introduced by craniologists, and 
the corresponding development of moral and intellectual character should, in conjunction, be faithfully stated. So 
much of the neck should be given with the profile as to show the setting on of the head. The advance or recession of 
the chin, and the character of the lips and nose may likewise be given in profile. The front view should exhibit the 
width of forehead, temples, and cheek bones, the direction of the eyes, and the width between them : the dimensions of 
the mouth. When skulls can be collected or examined, it would be desirable to give a view in another direction, which 
may even be done, though with less accuracy, from the living subject. It should be taken by looking down upon the 
head from above, so as to give an idea of the counter of the forehead, and the width of the skull across from one 
parietal protuberance to the other. 

Mr. Fisken.—Head round ; face broad. 
Skene.—The head is round ; face, high cheek bones and broad nose. 

Mr. Strutt.—Some of the natives' heads are as well formed as the Europeans. The usual shape is rather 
rounded. The face is generally round, rather broad, chin round and well formed, mouth large, teeth sound 
and good. The old people have lost one or two teeth in the front of the upper jaw, apparently remoVed on 
purpose. The younger people do not observe this custom ; they have the usual raised scars on different parts 
of their bodies, chiefly on the shoulders, chest, and back, generally in parallel lines from two to three inches 
long. 

Mr. J. M. Allan.— Head long from back to front, set well on the shoulders ; broad faced, with high 
cheek bones. 

Mr. P. Sohier (Bourke-street, Melbourne. Answers to 4 and 5.)— 
Temperament,* bilious lymphatic ; size of head, 2 ; instincts, 6 ; sympathies, 4 to 5 and 6 ; morals, 2 • 

perceptives, ; reflectives, 2 to 1 ; greatest horizontal circumference, 20 inches ; circumference over the head to hole of each ear, Ilk inches ; circumference over the perceptives to hole of each ear, 111. 
Definitions. -1, or very small, means almost wholly wanting • 2, or small, feeble and inactive ; 3, or moderate, signifies rather below mediocrity ; active only in a subordinate degree, and having only a limited 

influence upon the mind and character ; 4, or average, means fair or between moderate and full, and includes 

• Temperaments—There are four temperaments, or constitutional states of the body, accompanied with different degrees of activity of the brain. The Lymphatic or phlegmatic temperament produces dulness and laziness. The sanguine or arterial, love of physical action with powerful passions and brilliancy. The Bilious or fibrous gives great strength and endurance. The Nervous, intense feelings, delicate monstbilities and intellectuality. These temperaments are always combined, each existing in a greater or less degree in every individual. 
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the general analysis of the faculties ; • 5, or full, signifies respectable, though not marked or controlling ; 6, or 
large, applied to an organ, shows, that its corresponding faculty has a powerful and energetic influence upon 
the capabilities and feelings, if not conduct ; 7, or very large, means predominant, especially over the less energetic faculties—constituting and giving tone and direction to the character and talents—easily excited, and powerful in action, and quite liable to perversion and abuse. 

The sign + (plus or more), placed before or after a figure, shows that it is larger than it is marked, yet 
not enough so to require the next larger figure ; the — (minus or less), that is, not quite as much as it is 
marked. These signs add and diminish nearly one-half of a degree. 

Observations.—The Temperament is low. The bones of the skull generally thick and spongy. The brain 
small. The perceptive and observing intellect (residing in the lobes of brain immediately between and above 
the eyes) is the only region of the head which is largely developed. As they reflect and reason very little 
indeed, kind nature thus endowed them with a quick and accurate perception, which, in some measure, 
compensates them for their utter want of the power of learning from experience and providing for the future. 
The great bar to their ever being permanently improved, lies not only in their inferior temperament, and the 
small size of their brain, but chiefly in the peculiar combination of— 

Very large—" Veneration " 
Large—" Secretiveness " and "Cautiousness " 
Small—" Firmness " 
Small—"Hope" 
Small—" Acquisitiveness " and "Constructiveness " and— 
No "Ideality" or love for or idea of beauty and improvement, or comparative 

perfection. 
This general combination renders them extremely superstitious for and tenacious to old traditions and 

habits, with no idea of, or rather an instinctive horrorof, change and improvement—(in this feature they represent 
the extreme type of the thorough conservative). It also renders them rather deceitful, suspicious, slippery, 
and time-servers, or dissemblers. They are comparatively quiet and inoffensive as long as their own traditions 
or habits are not attacked ; then they are cruel, as moral and intellectual weakness ever will be. The sides 
of the forehead offer the greatest possible contrast with the Grecian or artistic skull. Arts, manufactures, 
constructive emulation, hopeful and striving, looking to a better future, and so forth, hardly exist in their 
mind. Judging from the number of these skulls in my possession, and others, I should say that permanent 
improvement with grown individuals, if not an impossible, is a very difficult achievement. The only possible 
way of doing them good is to catch hold of the few strong points in their character, such as "veneration," 
"love of approbation," and the large perceptive faculties, and through these combined, act upon the defective 
faculties. Thus, in skilful hands, they might be taught some dexterous and mechanical accomplishment, in 
which they might take pride, and therefore pleasure. If the young children could be entirely separated from 
their parents, they might, of course, be more readily and permanently acted upon ; for, I repeat, in those men, 
habit is a supreme law which they blindly obey. These interesting experiments, I feel assured, could be fairly 
made only by phrenological (or craniological, I care not for names,) philosophers, and the great inferiority of 
the race, combined with the small brain, will cause the whole race to be extinct before learned men, as a body, 
have the moral courage, or honest common sense of taking the subject of practical phrenology in their always 
august but not often unprejudiced consideration. 

AFFECTIVE FACULTIES OR FEELINGS. • 

DOMESTIC PROPENSITIES. 
4. Amativeness 1—Reciprocal attachment and love of the sexes. 6. Philoprogenitiveness 2—Love of offspring, of children generally—pets, &c. 6 to 5. Adhesiveness 4—Affection, friendship, attachment. 
5 to 6. Inhabitativeness 3—Love of place, of home, of country ; tendency to dwell in one place. 5 to 4. Concentrativeness 3A—Attention, concentration, continuity ; tendency to dwell on one thought or feeling. 

SELFISH PROPENSITIES. 5 to 6. Combativeness 5—Opposiveness, courage, contradiction. Abuse—Love of fighting, of quarreling. 5 to 6. Destructiveness 6—Impulse to destroy, by word or deed, energy. Abuse—Sarcasm, swearing, passion, murder. The meatus auditorius is low ; thus giving a certain degree of cool cruelty. 5. Alimentatmeness —Desire for aliment. Abuse—Gluttony—Deficiency, dyspepsia. 3. Aeguisitivenssa 8—Desire for property of any description. Abuse—Greediness, theft. G. Secretiveness 7—Tendency to conceal, prudence, caution, reserve. Abuse—Slyness, lying, cunning. 
SELFISH SENTIMENTS. 

6. Fear or Cautiousness 12—From timidity to terror, improperly named prudence, but may produce it-fear—anxiety. 
6 to 7 Love of Approbation 11—Of praise, of distinction. Abuse—Bashfulness, vanity, conceit. 4. Self-esteem I 0—Self-respect, self-confidence, independence, self-complacency. Abuse—Pride, dogmatism, arrogance, reserve, selfishness, obstinacy, sulkiness 
2. Firmness 15—Moral courage, fortitude, decision, fixedness of character. Abuse—Obstinacy. 

HUMAN, MORAL, AND RELIGIOUS SENTIMENTS. 
2. Conscientiousness 16—Sense (not idea) of right and wrong, the "still small voice," love of justice, regard for duty. 
1, 2 to 3 and 4. Hope 17 —Cheerful looking to the future, sanguine expectation, anticipation of success. 3. Wonder 18—Faith, love of the wonderful, of romance, affected in vision, credulity. Abuse—Fanaticism. 7. Veneration 14-Devotion, reverence, piety, respect for superiors. Abuse—Superstition, bigotry, idolatry. 4. Benevolence 13—Kindness, charity, pity, amiability, sympathy. Abuse — Profusion, prodigality, softness of temper. 

SEMI-INTELLECTUAL SENTIMENTS. 
2. Constructiveness 9-Propensity to build, compose, contrive, mechanical ingenuity and talent. 1. Ideality 19—Love of the beautiful in nature and art, imagination, intellectual, sentimental, and conception of the sublime. 
3. Imitation 21-Tendency to imitate, to mimic, ability to represent, copy, describe. 2. Mirthfulness or "IVit" 20—Sense of the ludicrous, quick perception of the ridiculous, pleasantry, wit, fun, facetiousness. 

INTELLECTUAL FACULTIES. 

PERCEPTIVE OR OBSERVING AND KNOWING FACULTIES. 
7. Individuality 22-Memory of facts, of persons, details, curiosity to see things, examine objects, power of observation, asks what ? 
6. Form 23-Perception of outline, shape or configuration of objects. 
G. Size 24-Perception of magnitude, ability to judge of length, breadth, height, depth, distance, &c. 6. Weight 25-Sense of the resistance, and force of bodies, and of equilibrium—the centre of gravity. 
3. Color 26-Appreciation of colors, of their different shades, their harmony, &c. 
2, 3 to 4. Order 29—Perception of arrangement, desire to have things in their place. 
2. Number 28—Perception of the relation of numbers, arithmetic, calculation. 
7. Locality 27—Sense of the relative position of places and objects, roving desire, memory of places. 
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SEMI-PERCEPTIVE FACULTIES. 

4. Eventuality 30—Called by Gall the organ of educatibility, especial function, memory of events. 
3. Time 31—Sense of duration, and the relative distance of time. 
2. Tune 32—Sense of melody, harmony of sounds, ability to learn tunes. 
3. Language 33—Articulate and inarticulate,—proper function,—memory of words. 

REFLECTIVE OR REASONING ORGANS. 
1 to 2. Causality 35—Which traces and connects cause and effect—asks why 1—key-stone of common- 

sense. 
2 to 3. Comparison 34—Which detects resemblances, differences, analogies,—power of classification and 

analysis,—critical acumen. 
[Photographs of the skulls of several of the native tribes, furnished by Mr. Sohier, have been lithographed, 

and will be found appended to the Queries.] 

5. State whether the bones of the skull are thick, thin, heavy, or light. Is it common to find the frontal 
bone divided by a middle suture or not ? Note the form of the outer orbiter process, which sometimes forms part of a 
broad scalene triangle, with the vertex downwards. How are the frontal sinuses developed ? Observe whether 
the ease triquetra are frequent, or otherwise ; whether there be frequent separation of the upper part of the os occipitis ; 
the relative situation of the foramen magnum. In regard to the bones of the face, notice the position of the ease nass 
and unguis ; the former sometimes meet nearly or quite on the same plane; whilst, in others, they meet at an angle. The 
former character is strongly marked in many African skulls. State the form of the jaw bone, shape of the chin, 
and observe the angle of the jaw, the position and character of the teeth, and their mode of wear ; and if they have any 
practice of modifying their form or appearance, let this also be stated. The malar bones have already been noticed, 
but they may require a more minute description. 

Mr. Charles Pardoe, surgeon-dentist, Bourke-street east.—The teeth of the aborigines of Australia are 
of the same structure, namely:—large crowns, thickly covered with enamel, more so than European ; the 
fangs not so deeply seated in alreolar, nor does the epiphysis of maxilliary bone come as high as in European. 
The gums are much thicker, which makes up this loss ; yet- their lengthened durability is undoubtedly 
shortened for want of this support. The accumulation of tartar is most destructive to their teeth, having 
no idea of how to clean, save by reeds, &c. The many skulls I have examined and the opportunities of being 
amongst them when in South Australia, prove their peculiar mode of triturium to be zig-zag, or like 
herbivorous animals, grinding flatly down the surface to a nervous painfulness. The jaw to most skulls is 
larger than European and comes sweeping round, producing a flat face and a wide mouth. The chin is small 
and effeminate. The tribes of different parts of Australia have various modes of marking their bodies and 
teeth. On Victoria side they break out one large upper incisor to give them knowledge they are ready to take 
a wife ; yet in South Australia I never heard of such a procedure. They are rather vain of a good set 
of teeth. 

Mr. Fisken.-The frontal bone is not generally divided by a suture. Frontal sinuses largely developed. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—Skull bones very thick. 

6. When the opportunity can be found, observe the number of lumber vertebra, since an additional one is said 

to be common in some tribes? 	 • 

(No replies.) 

7. Give the length of the sternum as compared with the whole trunk ; and also some idea of the relative 

proportion between the chest and abdomen. 
(No replies.) 

8. Whet is the character of the pelvis in both sexes, and what is the form of the foot. 

Mr. Sherard.—Feet naturally small. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.—Pelvis narrower then in whites ; foot, small and flat. 

9. The form of the scapula will also deserve attention, more especially as regards its breadth and strength ; 
and the strength or weakness of the clavicle should be noticed in connection with it. 

(No replies received.) 

10. The internal organs and blood-vessels will with greater difficulty be subject to examination ; but it may be 
well here to remark, that varieties in these may prevail locally in connection with race. 

N.B —Peculiarities may exist, which cannot be anticipated in queries, but which the observer will do well to 

notice amongst his answers to anatomical questions. 
(No replies received.) 

11. Where a district obviously possesses two or more varieties of the human race, notice the typical characters 
of each in their most distinct form, and indicate to what known groups or families they may belong : give some idea of 
the proportion of each, and state the result of their intermixture on physical and moral character. When it can be 
ascertained, state how long intermixture has existed, and of which the physical characters tend to predominate. It is to 
be observed, that this question does not sensual refer to the numerical strength or political ascendency of any of the type, 
but to the greater or less physical resemblance which the offspring may bear to the parents, and what are the characters 
which they may appear to derive from each : whether there is a marked difference arising from the father or the mother 
belonging to one of the types of reference to another; also whether the mixed form resulting from such intermarriage 
is known to possess a permanent character, or after a certain number of generations to incline to one or other of its 
component types. 

Mr. Fisken.-There is only one variety. 

12. Any observations connected with these intermarriages, relating to health, longevity, physical and intellectual 
character, will be particularly interesting, as bringing light on a field hitherto but little systematically investigated. 
Even when the people appear to be nearly or quite free from intermixture, their habits, in respect of intermarriage 
within larger or smaller circles, and the corresponding physical characters of the people, will be very interesting. 

Mr. MM.—Intercourse with white men produces sterility. 
Mr. J. M. Allan.-They intermarry within the prohibited degrees of consanguinity, as nieces with 

uncle!. 



Library Digitised Collections

Author/s:
Victoria. Parliament. Legislative Council. Select Committee on the Aborigines

Title:
Report of the Select Committee of the Legislative Council on the Aborigines: together with
the proceedings of Committee, minutes of evidence, and appendices

Date:
1859

Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/11343/21346

http://hdl.handle.net/11343/21346



