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WEDNESDAY, 17TH NOVEMBER, 1858. 

Members present : 

The Honorable T. MeCommE, in the chair ; 

The Honorable J. H. Patterson 	I The Honorable Dr. Hope. 
„ 	G. Urquhart 

Archibald McArthur Campbell, Esq., examined. 
255. By the Chairman.—You resided for many years in the Wimmera district ?—I have A. M. Campb111, 

resided for about four years in the Wimmera district. 	 17th Noy., 1858. 
256. And previously to that you resided on the Murray ?—Yes. 
257. During that time have you had many opportunities of becoming acquainted with 

the aborigines?—Particularly during the time that I lived on the Murray. 
258. Do you think, from what you have seen of them, they are capable of being civilised, 

or christianised ?—I think that they are capable of being civilised; and I suppose all men in 
the image of our Maker are capable of being christianised. If we believe the Scriptures, we 
should think so 

259. Are you aware that there has been a great mortality amongst them generally ?—I am. 
260. To what do you attribute that particularly ?—Drink principally. 
261. And vices contracted from the whites?—Yes ; diseases contracted from the whites. 
262. What means would you suggest for preventing that mortality from going on in 

future, and for saving the remnant of the blacks ?—The law, if it was enforced at present, 
would have a great effect in stopping the supply of drink at the inns They supply the drink at 
the public houses throughout the country. The law is very good in that respect at.present, but 
it is not enforced. 

263. Do you think that, by establishing reserves for them on their own hunting grounds, 
and supplying them with food and rations, they would be preserved ?—I think so. For the food 
and rations, however, I would expect them to do some work. 

264. To try to imbue them with industrious habits on the station at the same time ?—Yes. 
265. Is there any better means which suggests itself to you, for the object of preserving 

them, than by having reserves in their own hunting grounds, and supplying them with food and 
rations, and endeavouring to give them industrious habits, and train them to industrious pursuits 
at the same time ?—Yes ; to endeavour to get them to work for their living—the able-bodied men. 

266. Have you employed them frequently ?—Yes. 
267. And have you found them faithful servants ?—I have found them faithful and useful 

servants. For about ten years they washed my sheep on the Murray very well, without the 
assistance of white men. 

268. And you found them honest, generally speaking ?—Yes. 
269. What is your opinion of their capacity generally—their literary or moral capacity ? 

—They are very acute, and learn anything very quickly ; they are quick in perception. 
270. Are they quite upon an equality with other races ?—There is a certain want about 

them which it is very difficult to explain. They are very acute and quick. 
271. That is, perhaps, more a want of steadiness and firmness of purpose than a want of 

ability.?—Not a want of ability. 
272. Is there any other information of your own personal knowledge that you can give 

the committee with reference to them ?—They are accused of being treacherous very often, and 
I would mention that there was a black fellow up on the Murray, for whom there was a warrant 
out for twelve months for murdering another black fellow. When I was up there I sent to him 
to. come and see me, and I would guarantee that he should get back again without being 
interfered with by the police, and he came without any apparent fear ; and I fancy that is a proof 
that they are not a very treacherous race themselves. He came to see me, and I took him to the 
Wimmera, and had him there for three or four years with me. There was not sufficient evidence 
to convict him, and I consulted the present chief justice upon the subject, and we thought it 
was the best way to remove him from that district, and I found him a very useful man after that. 

273. By Mr. Patterson.-What do you suppose were the numbers that used to assemble 
about your place when you first went upon the Murray ?—About fifty or sixty. 

274. When you first went up there.?—That depends upon what part of the country you 
take ; there are tribes and families. 

275. The tribe ?—That is, all those that are friendly ? 
276. Yes ?—Perhaps 150, those who were friendly and spoke the same dialect. 
277. What number would you suppose there are now ?—They have decreased less in that 

locality than in any place that I know. 
278. Are you speaking of the Wimmera now ?—No, I am speaking of the Murray. I am 

not so well acquainted with the blacks on the Wimmera ; I have only been there recently. 
279. What do you suppose they number now—what has been the decrease since then ?-- 

I should suppose there are perhaps 100 now. 
280. By Dr. Hope.—Within what area—that does not comprehend all the blacks on the 

Murray ?—No, for about twenty-five miles below me and fifty miles above me. 
281. That is seventy-five miles of river frontage ?—Yes, of friendly blacks. 
282. You mentioned that it would probably be a good plan to make reserves : what 

proportion of land do you think should be made a reserve—would you reserve it for agricultural 
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A. M. Campbell, purposes, or would you reserve it as a hunting ground ? Would it be with the view to keep up 
continu E6q''ed, their hunting habits, or to embrace that with agricultural and grazing pursuits ?—I would 

17th Nov., ism. recommend that they should have land for agricultural and pastoral purposes. They would much 
more readily attend to a flock of sheep than go and labor in the field all day ; they do not like 
hard work, generally speaking. 

283. What supervision would you have over those stations—should each station be 
entrusted to a Government officer to go and superintend the station and live there, or would you 
leave it to their own direction ?—It would be no use to leave it to their own direction ; it would 
require some person to superintend it, but I am unable to say who that person should be. It 
should be some person who took an interest in the natives, and who would inspire them with 
confidence. 

284. By the Chairman.-liave you seen the Lake toga mission station ?—Yes. 
285. Do you think that was successful P—I think the missionaries had obtained the 

confidence of the natives. At the time they left they had acquired the language ; I think it was 
so far successful. I was down there shortly before they left. I was there twice in a fortnight, 
shortly before they left. They had on one occasion twenty-eight blacks, and on the other 
occasion thirty blacks. I was told they had very few blacks with them ; but this was what I 
noticed, and they seemed very sorry to hear that the missionaries were going. They not only 
said so, but felt it, for I have a good knowledge of the natives. 

286. By Mr. Urquhart.-From your own knowledge what number of blacks have really 
fallen under your observation that you could really say were civilized ?—That is very difficult to-
say. I do not know that you could say that any of them were civilized. I have known them to 
be so far civilized as to be several years with myself without joining the tribe, and to associate 
with the white people and dress like the white people, but they have since gone back to the 
tribes. 

287. They have not followed the laws of civilization in any way ?—Not at all times since. 
If they have gone back to the tribe, they have, for a time at least, adopted the habits of the 
natives. 

288. Are you aware that the Murray tribe have a law of extermination among them-
selves ; that if one man dies, it is supposed by the tribe that the death has been caused by 
another tribe, and they proceed immediately to shed blood or to revenge his death ?—There is a 
superstition of that sort amongst them—that is their belief. 

289. Do not you think that that law is a very exterminating law amongst themselves ?- 
I think so, but I think they are very much afraid of being punished for killing one another on 
the Murray now, and they have given up that in a great measure. 

290. After the trial, and after the experience which we had of setting apart certain grounds 
for hunting grounds, which, I believe, cost this country upwards of £70,000 for the management 
of the blacks, would you not think, if a bonus were given to the settlers to employ a certain number 
and protect them, it would answer the same purpose ?—I think it might be beneficial ; but if 
there was a person appointed specially to look after the blacks, I fancy they would be more 
likely to inform against the innkeepers who give those blacks intoxicating drinks. I have 
not known the settlers as yet take much interest in punishing the innkeepers or others who 
supply the aborigines with drink. 

291. If there were an inducement held out to them, and some encouragement shown, for 
instance, the Government would entrust them with the protection of a certain district, to super- 
vise and feed the blacks, and protect them—do not you think that would be desirable ?-I have 
no doubt there are individuals amongst the settlers who are well adapted for that. 

292. And who would feel an interest in the blacks ?—I have no doubt of it. 
293. By Mr. Patterson.-Do you think that the blacks get the drink from the public 

houses, or buy it from those parties who buy it from the public houses?—That may be ; but 
any man is punishable for supplying drink to the blacks. 

294. For selling the drink, not for givin g  them ?—Yes, for giving it to them. I have 
myself fined persons for giving the blacks drink. 

295. There has been no very great mortality in the district that you have been in, if 
there are now 130 out of 150 ?—That is the Murray district ; but near the head of the 
Wimmera, where I have been for the last four years, there has been a great mortality, and the 
natives are in a most deplorable state—most abject and drunken. 

296. By Dr. Hope.-A good deal has been said about their getting drink and con-
tracting disease from the whites. Do not you think their -adopting partially civilised habits, 
and then reverting to their usual habits, has been the means of cutting them off; as being less 
able to endure the hardships of barbarian life ?—No doubt. I have lived near Ararat and 
Pleasant Creek, and that neighborhood, for the last four years, and the state of the natives there 
is very deplorable. 

297. By Mr. Urquhart.-Do not you think the blankets which are given to the natives, 
when they are allowed to have them for twelve months without being washed, are very 
destructive to life—that they have cutaneous disease, and that those blankets are most injurious 
to them ?-I suppose that is injurious, but I fancy that they wash their blankets sometimes. 

298. By the Chairman.-Are they accustomed to wash any of their clothes ?—The 
natives who have been much with whites are. As to blacks, I would say that individuals have 
given them blankets, but they have not been supplied with blankets generally by the 
Government. I once applied to Mr. La Trobe for blankets for the old women and children, and 
obtained them. 

299. By Mr. Urquhart.-But you generally find the natives with blankets ?—Very often. 
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300. By Mr. Patterson.-I suppose, when they sell their opossum skin rugs; they buy A. N. Campbell, 

tied, blankets ?—Yes, they do very often. 	 continued, 
301. What do you think of having small reserves for them—say 200 or 300 acres—in 17th Nov.,186h. 

localities that they frequent, and fencing them in, and giving the natives all the advantages 
of them and having such reserves here and there in different parts of the country ?—I would 
think they would be of very much service, but I certainly think 1000 acres each would not be 
too much. I would recommend larger reserves. 

302 And forming a dep6t and supplying them with rations and necessary clothing ?—I 
would recommend that the old women and the children should be clothed without getting any 
money for it, but the able bodied men and women I would recommend being made to do some-
thing for what they received, in order to teach them habits of industry. 

303. By Dr. Hope.-Have you seen many children amongst them ?—Yes. 
304. They are not guilty of infanticide ?—Not in the neighborhood that I have been in. 
305. By Mr. Patterson.-Do you think such establishments as you speak of could be 

made self supporting ?—I think there is no doubt about it. 
306. How many Europeans would you consider it necessary to have at one of those 

establishments to manage them P—One European would be better than more, I should say. 
307. One would scarcely be sufficient; would it not be advisable to have a married couple? 

—Yes, a married couple. I think one person can obtain the confidence of the natives better 
than two or three. 

308. Could you form any idea of what would be the expense of such an establishment ?— 
In order to make the thing self supporting, I should think the reserve should be sufficiently large 
to run a flock of sheep in addition to the pursuit of agriculture. 

309. Sheep and some cattle ?—Sheep, or an equivalent of cattle. 
310. Would you prefer sheep to cattle ?—The natives are very well able to attend to 

either : they probably make better stock-keepers than shepherds, but I got them to do both very 
well indeed. The great matter is, if a person obtains their confidence. I think that white people 
at all times are too apt to jest with the blacks. 

311. By the Chairman.-They form too low an estimate of them ?—They form a low 
estimate of white men if they find them telling lies ; they cannot distinguish between a, wilful 
falsehood and what is a jest ; and white people have been very often in the habit of telling them 
what is not true, partly in jest and partly with a worse motive. 

312. By Dr. Hope.-Do you think there would be any difficulty in getting the tribes 
located at places of the kind you have mentioned ? Would you have a distinct settlement for 
each tribe, or would one or two tribes associate together at the same settlement P—I think 
that it would not be well to associate two tribes at first ; it might be done by degrees as they 
become more civilised, but the different families comprising one tribe might be associated very well. 

313. By Mr. Urquhart.-Would it not be almost impracticable to form reserves for those 
families, and would it not be very expensive ?—I think the families Might meet with safety, 
without any danger of injuring each other, forming one tribe, and speaking the same language. 

314. By Mr. Patterson.-Did you ever know any instance of the blacks cultivating 
land, and living in a civilised state in the country P—I have heard of it at Mr. Parker's; that is 
the only place. 

315. That is at Mount Franklyn ?—Yes. 
316. You never saw it yourself ?—No. 
317. By Dr. Hope.-You never heard of any doing that of their own mere motion, 

settling down and cultivating a piece of land of their own ?—Never. 
318. By Mr. Patterson.-Do you think it would be possible to get them to locate on a 

small piece of land and cultivate it ?—I think so ; but, I think they must be allowed to move off 
occasionally, to make it their head quarters, and be allowed to move about and see their friends. 

319. How could they do that without some person to take charge of the premises ?— 
There would require to be some person. I do not think you could get them all at once to settle 
down in a particular place. 

320. Do you think Mr. Parker could give any valuable information on this subject ?—I 
think so. 

• 321. By the Chairman.-Do not you think the printed questions supply a source for any 
person to give any information they may have to afford to the committee ?—I think so. 

322. Quite as good as giving evidence ; in fact, better, because there is more time to 
write it down carefully?-4 think he will be able to give a great deal of information ; he is a 
very competent man to do so. 

323. By Mr. Patterson.-Have you ever had any conversation with Mr. Parker, or 
any party with regard to these blacks, who are settled on small farms up at Mount Franklyn ?-
I do not recollect who I had my information from, but I have heard that there are blacks, or 
have been blacks, settled down there upon small farms. 

324. Have They the direction of those farms themselves, and the whole management of 
them ?—I presume, under the direction of Mr. Parker. 

325. Would not that give you hope of being able to do the same with the tribes generally ? 
—I have not doubted but what the blacks would cultivate, but I have doubted whether, by 
cultivation, they would make the establishment self-supporting ; for that reason I have said that 
I think it would be well to have pasturage joined with it. 

326. By the Chairman.-Is there anything further you wish to communicate to the 
committee ?—I am not aware that there is anything else. I think the most material questions 
I have answered. 

The witness withdrew. 
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WEDNESDAY, 24ra NOVEMBER, 1858. 

Members present : 

The Honorable T. McCOMBIE, in the chair ; 

The Honorable Dr. Hope 	I The Honorable J. H. Patterson. 

Edward Stone Parker, Esq., examined. 

E.S. Parker, req., 	327. By the Cheirman.—I believe you have been assistant protector of aborigines?—I 
54th N".. 5858. arrived_in this colony in July, 1839, having the appointment of assistant protector of aborigines, 

and relinquished the appointment March the 1st, 1850. 
328. Did you resign it P—The department was abolished. 
329. You have never held any other position in reference to the aborigines P-1 have, since 

the last-mentioned date, held the honorary appointment of visiting magistrate of the aboriginal 
school, and have virtually acted as guardian of the aborigines. 

330. Do you think it possible to reclaim the remnant of aborigines ?—I am quite of 
opinion that it is possible to reclaim the aborigines ; that their civilisation is practicable ; and 
that opinion is not founded upon theory, but practical experience.. 

331. What plan would you suggest for carrying out that ?—The first point is to bring 
them under the influence, more or less; of Christianity, as alone supplying adequate motives 
to induce them to forego their erratic habits. I have found, in my own experience, that any 
improvement in civilisation was invariably the result of a more marked attention to Christian 
instruction, and the adoption of the principles of Christianity. 

332. Before that can be done there must be some practical means adopted, such as 
settling them in reserves within their own hunting grounds (say that 1000 acres were set apart 
for them, and a missionary and storekeeper were appointed), what plan would you suggest for 
civilising and christianising them ?—I think the establishment of homesteads for the benefit of 
the natives in various localities in the olony is of great consequence. I am not, however, 
of opinion that, in the present state of theecolony, or of the aboriginal population, it is necessary 
to maintain hunting grounds for them. Their habits of life have undergone very material 
changes within the last fifteen years. It must be understood, hbwever, that my replies will 
have particular reference to those tribes of natives with which I am most intimately acquainted ; 
—the natives occupying the country from the Campaspe to the Pyrenees, and from the 
coast ranges, northward towards the Murray. I need scarcely point out to the committee, that 
the aboriginal population of that district must have been materially affected by the gold workings 
during the last seven years. I may state, at once, that I see some practical difficulties in the 
establishment of these homesteads, if they are to be maintained exclusively as Government 
establishments. From past experience I should fear that they would be objects of suspicion, 
and possibly of obloquy, on the part of portions of the community ; and in the present social 
and commercial state of the community, I think it very difficult to meet with suitable 
agents to carry on such institutions. The only course which suggests itself to my mind 
to overcome these difficulties, would be to look for suitable agency to the different religious 
bodies in the community, the Government giving to each adequate support. The institution 
of schools for the young is a question of vital importance, and giving facilities to benevolently 
disposed persons in various parts of the colony to place aboriginal children in the different 
schools throughout the country where an aboriginal school may not be in existence. As another 
measure of great importance to the well being of the aborigines, I recommend strongly the 
appointment of honorary guardians of aborigines, who should have certain legal powers in 
reference to any property they may acquire, facilities for placing children out as apprentices with 
suitable persons, and, in general, lending any assistance in protecting them from injury, in their 
persons or interests. I may illustrate the necessity for such appointments from circumstances 
which have passed under my own observation within the last two or three years. It has been 
my practice to accede to the request of benevolent and religiously disposed persons, in whom I 
have had confidence, to adopt native children for the purpose of education, and bringing them 
up in civilization and Christianity. Within the last five years I have placed out three under 
such circumstances. In one case, a youth who had been educated by a well disposed farmer's 
wife at Kyneton, when he grew up to be useful and capable of taking employment, was decoyed 
away from his adopted mother by a carrier. My interference was called for ; but I found that 
I had no legal power to interfere, and the lad, instead of being brought up in a decent and 
Christian-like manner, has since been the associate of drunken bullock drivers. 

333. By Mr. Patterson.—Could not those parties have been brought up under the 
Master and Servants Act ?—No ; the lad went of his own accord, and he was old enough to 
form a decision for himself. They had persuaded him that he would be better off with them. 

334. If you were looked upon as the guardian of the blacks, could not you interfere ?—In 
my present situation I have no other power than any other magistrate, the office of protector 
having ceased ; and as it existed formerly, there was no legislative enactment which gave 
us power to interfere in such a case. Another illustrative instance I can give in reference to the 
children of a deceased native now in my charge, who had a small amount of property in cattle, 
which I wish to secure for their benefit. I found myself surrounded with legal disabilities 
in reference to the preservation and appropriation of this property. I have met with many 
worthy persons who were anxious to adopt either half-caste, or full blood native children. 
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for the purpose of bringing them up. There is no law at present available by which an E.S. Pa rker, Esq., 
official guardian could secure to these children the benefits proposed by apprenticing them to qgtrronvi,  58, 
the persons I refer to. I may state to the committee that I brought this question under 
the notice of a member of the late Government, Mr. Michie, the attorney-general, when he had 
introduced in a former session—I think a Bill under the title of the " Orphans Bill ; " (I forget 
the exact title of the Bill)—a bill for the protection of orphans. I received a reply from that 
gentleman stating that my suggestions should be embodied in the Bill ; but that Bill was 
not proceeded with during that session, and at present there is an entire absence of legislation in 
reference to these points. Another important question in reference to the humane treatment 
of the natives is the necessity for adequate provision for their medical treatment. At present 
no such provision exists within my district. I have been in the habit, during the whole period 
of my acquaintance with the natives, of administering medicine to them in ordinary cases 
of sickness; but many cases of acute and occult disease occur, which I do not feel myself adequate 
to treat. I have had the pain of seeing, in two or three instances, life sacrificed for the 
want of this medical treatment, and in some instances, in apprehension of such a result, I have 
procured it at my own expense ; and I would strongly recommend to the committee, whatever 
arrangements may be made for the benefit of the aborigines, that this point should not be over-
looked. I now wish to make a statement as to my experience in civilizing the aborigines : 
There are at present settled, immediately in sight of my residence, two families who hold 
land under the authority of the Government;' they have been farming on their own account 
since the year 1852: they are two married men with their families. They were the first youths 
that I induced to stay with me in the earliest periods of my experience as assistant protector of 
aborigines. From the period I have just indicated—the year 1852—they have lived in the full 
practice of civilized habits. 

335. From what tribe were they P—One was of the Wornbulluk tribe, the other of the 
Galgalbulluk tribe. Their tribal connection, I may state, gave them no particular advantages over 
any other natives. They hold twenty-one acres of land conjointly, under the authority of a letter 
from the late Lieut.-Governor Mr. La Trobe. They have erected decent residences for themselves ; 
have cultivated the soil ; have taken several crops; and, in the entire habits and associations of 
their lives, are in no respect different from our ordinary peasants. Two other families have been 
located in like manner during the last four years ; but the heads of these families are dead : one 
perishing by accident, through- falling down a digger's hole ; the other, the most promising indivi-
dual I ever had under my care among the aborigines, died from severe pulmonary disease 
last May. An allotment of land was authorised by Mr. Home, when he held the office of 
Commissioner of Land and Works, for the benefit of the last-named individual, and I am 
anxious to secure the benefit arising from this land for the widow and infant child of the 
deceased. I would add to that statement, that the men who are thus civilised form a portion of 
the young men and boys who were especially the objects of my care and attention whilst I held 
the office of assistant protector of the aborigines. There were several others who had 
the same advantages, and the same opportunities of perAonal improvement ; but habits of 
intemperance, mostly contracted on the diggings, have, for the present, destroyed any hope of 
permanent improvement in their case. I have always been of opinion that, if the natives are 
taken at an early period of life, before their habits become decisively formed, they are just as 
capable of improvement as our own population. The great obstacle to their civilization is to be 
traced to moral causes, and not to any physical disabilities. I may add, that the members of 
these families are receiving instruction, either in the aboriginal school, or, in the case of the 
young men themselves, by availing themselves of the opportunity of getting evening instruction 
at a denominational school in the neighborhood. They regularly attend Divine service every 
Sabbath ; and are always seen in European clothing, the women making their own entirely. 

336. By the Chairman.r-In reference to that aboriginal school, is it a school kept up by 
voluntary subscription or by government aid P—It is solely a government establishment. I had 
perhaps better state the history of that school. Prior to the abolition of the protectorate 
establishment I instituted, under the authority of Mr. La Trobe, an aboriginal school, which is 
maintained to the present day, on the premises originally belonging to the protectorate, and 
entirely at the cost of the Government. 

337. Is that school well attended P—I produce, for the information of the committee, a 
return drawn up yesterday of the number of children then in the school, the time they have 
been at school, and their present educational progress.—[ The witness delivered in the same. 
Vide Appendix B.] 

338. By Mr. Patterson.-Do you consider the results satisfactory ?—To a certain extent 
they are satisfactory. I have not always been satisfied with the mode in which the children 
have been treated. The native mind is so constituted that it requires peculiar treatment to 
promote its educational progress. The system that would be most suited to the younger portion 
of the native children is that known as the infant school system.; and in any system of 
scholastic instruction to which the natives are subjected, they should be made to feel as little 
under the influence of restraint as possible. The instruction should be given to them in the 
most attractive form. I have found it difficult, in practice, to meet with suitable persons to carry 
out these views. Any stiffness, any rigidity in the regulations of the establishment, any apparent 
severity in the teachers, is calculated to deter the children from continuing at school, and retard 
their progress. I would further state, for the information of the committee, as to this school, 
that its operations would have been of a much more extended character had there been any 
opportunity of collecting the children from the surrounding district ; but the establishment 
consisting only of the teacher and his wife as matron, and the institution never having been 
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E.S. Parker, Esq., without children, there has been no opportunity for any suitable agent to travel through the 

2415 Nov., "'""'"" 1 828.  district to collect the number of children that might otherwise have been brought together to 
that school. 

339. By the Chairman.-Are they supplied with rations during the time they are there ? 
—Yes, it is a boarding school, and a regular supply of provisions is given. 

340. Is not that some inducement to them to come ?-:-It is an inducement to the children ; 
they are glad to attend the school. There would be no difficulty on the part of the children in 
increasing the number ; the only difficulty would be in the habits of the parents. 

341. It was found in the case of Mr. Peacock's school that, whenever the tribes came and 
camped near the school, the children went away ?—I am aware of the history of the school, and 
I am aware also, that in every other institution for the benefit of the natives, where they were 
collected in any number, hostile proceedings have taken place at different periods, rendering the 
natives timid and unwilling to leave their children, from the anticipation of their being killed by 
their foes ; but the simple circumstance that, in the entire history of the Loddon establishment, 
from its first institution in 1840, as a protectorate establishment, to the present day, when it 
exists as an aboriginal school, no life has ever been sacrificed, though at times as many as 250 
natives have been congregated on the spot, has given to the natives of the district a feeling of 
security in reference to the protection of their children. That circumstance—i. e., hostility by 
neighboring tribes—broke up the Bunting Dale-mission in some respect ; there was loss of life there. 

342. Do you think it is a good motive that prevents the blacks allowing the children to 
go to these schools—that they are really afraid of their lives being sacrificed ?—That is the 
alleged reason. I am quite aware that it is not the sole reason : that, more particularly with 
reference to the female children, worse motives prevail, as among the uncivilized natives they 
are the subjects of barter. 

343. Have you read, or are you acquainted with, the particulars that have recently been 
published with reference to the Poonindie establishment in South Australia ?—I have not read 
any late report from the institution, but I am aware that it has been successful. 

344. Is there any tract of country near you now set apart for aborigines ?—In addition 
to the twenty-one acres occupied by the native farmers Ihave referred to, there is a portion of the 
original aboriginal reserve, about 113 acres. 

345. That is all that remains of it?—That is the sole remains of the aboriginal reserve-
at Mount Franklin. 

346. Is there any unsold land adjoining it, by which it could be extended, if thought 
necessary?—The portion of land to which I refer is entirely surrounded by cultivated ground 
in private occupation. In the ranges forming part of the old aboriginal reserve, tracts may be 
found which are not likely to be required for agricultural purposes ; but, inasmuch as the entire 
district is unquestionably auriferous, there could be no certainty in the preservation of a tract 
of land for the purpose of the aborigines in that locality. In fact, the great practical difficulty 
in my view in connection with the establishment of reserves for the benefit of the aborigines, is 
found in the increasing value of the land, both for agricultural requirements, and on account of 
the general diffusion of the auriferous deposits. 

347. What means have the poor aborigines of procuring support, when the land is all 
getting occupied by farming, and squatting, and gold digging, and so on ?— The remnants of the 
native tribes on the Loddon, those tribes with which I have been for a lengthened period in 
communication, pick up a scanty subsistence on the gold-fields, and occasionally among the 
settlers to the northward. Their present condition, however, is most disastrous, from the general 
prevalence of habits of intoxication, and the total absence of any restriction on giving ardent 
spirits to the natives. 

348. That is, as against private parties, because there is a restriction as regards pub-
licans ?—There is a restriction as against publicans, and the same restriction can be applied to 
private individuals ; but in practice it is wholly inoperative ; no notice whatever appears to be 
taken of that law, and it is exceedingly difficult to enforce a conviction under it. 

349. If the Government could be induced to provide reserves, with a sufficient amount 
of supplies for the aborigines, and a missionary to take charge of them, do you think they could 
be induced to settle down as agricultural laborers on those reserves, and help to support them-
selves ?—I think many of the younger portion of the natives might be so. 

350. If you allowed the older to go into their erratic habits occasionally, and come away 
as they liked, would they not be gradually weaned from those habits, and ultimately take a 
pleasure even in tilling the ground, or in looking after a flock of sheep, if country could be got 
to support a flock of sheep ?—I think it very desirable that some portion of the territory should 
be preserved, on which the foot of the aborigine may rest, with a conviction that he has a right 
to be there ; but, looking at the fact that the Moravian missionaries have been unable to obtain, 
for several months past, an allotment of land for the purpose of their benevolent project, I fear 
there will be great practical difficulties in carrying out this measure. 

351. Are those difficulties on the part of the Government in giving the land, or other 
difficulties inherent in the proposal itself ?—There could be no difficulty on the part of the 
Government, if the Government of the day were willing so to appropriate the land. 

352. Is not the difficulty with regard to the Moravian mission a difficulty in the 
the Government actually giving them possession of the tract of land at Ilindmarsh, that they 
claim ?—The difficulty has always been in connection with aboriginal reserves, that they inter-
fered with the claims of private individuals. 

353. That is, that the land was under squatting tenure ?—Either the land being held 
under a squatting tenure or being required for sale. 
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354. By Dr. Hope.-Have you any idea as to the number of aborigines now in the E.S. Porker, country ?-My estimate is that there may be at present about 2000 left. 	 continued, 
24th Nov., 1858. 

3.55. And how are they dispersed, do you think—are they pretty equally dispersed over 
the colony ?-I do not think they are equally dispersed ; I think the aboriginal population of 
the western district is very small, life having been sacrificed there in former years to a great 
extent. I think the largest population will be found along the line of the Murray. I may state, 
for the information of the committee, that I have this morning referred to a document attached 
to a report of mine in the year 1843, which was in fact an aboriginal census of the district 
which was under my charge, and I have examined the returns of ten tribes. At the time that 
return was made, in January, 1843, those tribes numbered 179 individuals, whose names and 
families are given in detail in the New South Wales Legislative Council papers of 1843. 
Examining these details, I find of that number eighty-eight have died since that period, and 
there have been about twenty-five births in that interval of time. I estimate the number in 
those tribes now at 116. I may state in reference to these tribes that it is my belief there has 
been less mortality in proportion among them than among any other tribes in the colony, from 
the circumstance that they have lived peaceably with the European settlers, and that there have 
been few deaths by violence. 

356. Has not one of the causes of the great mortality of the natives been attributed 
to their partially adopting civilised habits, and going away and residing in the bush at times ; 
so that if, in their connection with the whites they have adopted those habits more than any 
others, that cause would have operated to a greater extent ?—Unquestionably, where there has 
only been the occasional adoption of the habits of civilised life, alternating with a recurrence 
to their own wild habits, disease has been engendered, more especially of a pulmonary character ; 
and I have invariably found that natives of a half civilised character have been more delicate and susceptible to disease than others. 

357. By the Chairman.-Is pulmonary disease the principal cause of death amongst 
them ?—It is one of the most frequent causes of death. Diseases of the respiratory organs, or 
rather, if I were to make the statement more definite, I should say diseases of the chest and 
respiratory organs ;; and the liver is an organ very frequently attacked amongst them. A case 
occurred yesterday necessitating medical assistance.—[This case, one of internal abscess, 
terminated fatally soon after this evidence was given.] 

358. Are they subject to complaints in the stomach ?—Not much. 
359. By Mr. Patterson.-Do you find drunkenness very prevalent amongst the tribes you 

allude to F—It is very prevalent amongst those natives wandering about the country ; those 
who are settled about my place are mostly free from that vice. 

360. You have alluded to the case of one of the blacks who killed himself by falling 
down a digger's hole. How did that occur ?—He was out late at night, and had been selling his 
farm produce at the neighboring diggings. I have reason to fear that he was induced to take 
some liquor to which he was not usually accustomed. 

361. Then it really was caused by drunkenness ?—Yes. I was not informed that he was 
actually drunk, but that he had been induced to take liquor : and I may state that there are many 
persons on the diggings who seem to take a pleasure in compelling even those who are disposed to be sober to take liquor, in spite of their reluctance. 

362. By the Chairman.-There was no suspicion of foul play ?—None whatever. An inquest was held on the body. 
363. Is there any disposition on the part of the whites to annoy the natives, or treat 

them unfairly ?—No, there is no hostility between the races within my knowledge at all. 
364. Nor ever has been ?—Not within the last twelve or fourteen years. 365. By Mr. Patterson.-With reference to these establishments that you propose for 

the aborigines, do you think those establishments could be made self-supporting ?—I am 
perfectly satisfied they could be made self-supporting, if liberally endowed in the first instance, 
and in the hands of competent persons. By the aid of native labor, they should raise sufficient 
provisions for the support of the natives congregated about the place, and there are many ways 
of making money through aboriginal agency, which, in the hands of a prudent and well disposed 
person, might be made available in the way of making such institutions self-supporting. 

366. Would you recommend that cattle, or sheep, or both, should be placed on those 
establishments ?—Yes. I recommend that, if a suitable tract of country can be obtained; but 
my doubt of success arises from the difficulty of obtaining pastoral land, or even agricultural 
land, for the benefit of the natives. 

367. Was not this system partly adopted at Jim Crow ?—It was adopted some time after 
the commencement of the protectorate establishment there, and most thoroughly carried out 
under my own superintendence at the Loddon establishment, and at the Goulburn. 368. Was it found to be self-supporting ?—Not entirely, but most of the animal food, 
and all the flour required at the aboriginal establishment on the Loddon was raised on the 
ground. 

369. How many years was that system in existence F-I went up on the Loddon to form 
the establishment in the month of November, 1840. The locality was changed the following 
June to the vicinity of my present residence, and the protectorate establishment was maintained 
there until the abolition of the department in March, 1850. At that time there were on the 
Loddon establishment, and on the Goulburn establishment, between 3000 and 4000 sheep, which 
were subsequently sold, and the proceeds applied to the general revenue. The original stock 
consisted of 500 breeding ewes, purchased in 1844 at five shillings per head. 

370. How did you find the natives act as shepherds ?-I never had any difficulty in ABOBIGINE8:f. 
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n.a.paraer,Esq„ getting shepherds, they generally made very good shepherds. And it is a fact I should like its ,,,e-ro,7658.  state, well known to me, that, at the time when the country was in a state of universal excite- 
ment on the outbreak of the gold mining, there were several stations where no shepherds were 
left but aboriginal shepherds. 

371. Would the aborigines manage the whole establishment, both as to agriculture and 
stock ?—Under suitable superintendence. 

372. Did they do so at Mount Franklin 2—There was a certain number of white persons 
employed, but the labor was:furnished by aborigines. 

373. Do you know why that establishment was broken up ?—It is a well known fact that 
the protectorate establishment was always the object of great obloquy and opposition from the 
period of its first institution, and that its dissolution as a department was the act of the Sydney 
Government. At the same time I am not prepared to say that it was necessary for it to have 
been continued in the form in which it then existed. 

374. By Dr. Ilope.—With regard to those establishments of homesteads, you say that, in 
those tribes you have enumerated, there were eight or nine tribes with 160 inhabitants?—If 
members of the committee would refer to the document, they will find that the tribes are given 
in detail, even where there are only two individuals, as in the case of one called the Beal-bulluk 
tribe, where there were only a father and son, but it is stated in my return that they were the 
remains of a numerous tribe. 

375. What number of aborigines would you erect homesteads for ? what would be the 
number that you would set apart for each location? how many homesteads would you recommend 
to be formed, and what proportion of inhabitants for each location ?—I think the question of the 
number of the locations should not be made dependent upon the number of inhabitants, but upon 
their previous associations and alliances. If natives who have been in the habit of living in 
friendly relations could be collected together in a certain district, such a homestead might be 
conducted with benefit ; but great mistakes have been made in former years, in placing such 
institutions in situations where the natives, who might be disposed to settle down on them, were 
exposed to the hostile incursions of neighboring tribes ; that remark espescially applies to the 
Wesleyan mission at Bunting Dale. I have always thought that it was prematurely given up. 
I, as a Wesleyan, had that opinion, and still entertain it. I have considered the question of 
suitable localities for such reserves, and it has occurred to me that the following localities might 
be adopted : the vicinity of Melbourne, or Western Port, Gipps Land, the Loddon, the junction 
of the Goulburn with the Murray, the Upper Murray, the junction of the Darling and the 
Murray where there is at present a Church Mission establishment, the Wimmera, and some well 
selected spot in the western district. 

376. On an average, what quantity of land do you think would be necessary to set apart 
for each of those ?—If the institution was to be wholly agricultural, a single section for each 
would be adequate ; but if it was proposed to endow them with a portion of stock it would be 
necessary to extend the quantity, but in no case is it desirable that it should be larger than the 
actual necessities of the case demanded. The dependence of the natives upon food acquired by 
hunting has now nearly ceased, excepting in the remote interior, and on the Murray, where they 
live chiefly on fish. 

377. Does the dread of interference from other tribes still exist amongst them to any 
extent ?—Those hostilities amongst themselves have in a great measure ceased of late years ; in 
fact the tribes or petty nations are so broken up, and so subdivided amongst the whites, that they 
are losing all their national distinctions. 

378. By Mr. Patterson.—You stated some time ago that the protectorate was abolished 
by the Legislature in Sydney ?—Yes. 

379. Was not Mr. John Leslie Fitzgerald Foster, the member for this district, the 
chairman of the committee who recommended its abolition ?—I do not recollect whether that 
committee recommended the abolition of the protectorate establishment. There were some very 
angry debates in the Council at the time, and statements were made by members of the Sydney 
Legislature hostile to the protectorate establishment which had no sound basis, inasmuch as they 
had reference to scenes and incidents which had taken place on the New 'South Wales side, 
where the protectorate establishment had no existence. I may further state that it was a matter 
of deep regret to me, in reference to the proceedings of that committee, and of serious complaint, 
that, in the circular inquiries that were made in reference to the state of the aborigines, and their 
prospects and treatment, at the time, no documents of that kind were sent to the officers of 
the protectorate establishment ; they were thus precluded by the committee from giving any 
evidence on the subject. 

380. By the Chairman.--Did not Dr. '1homson make some motion in reference to the 
abolition of the protectorate ?—That was some time prior. 

381. But that did not succeed ?—It was announced in October, 1843, by Dr. Thomson 
himself, returning hastily from Sydney, that the protectorate was to be abolished. 

382. And it turned out not to be true ?—The Executive Government in Sydney appeared 
to have recalled its decision, and maintained the establishment for six years longer. 

383. By Mr. Patterson.—Do you know whether Mr. Foster was chairman of that com-
mittee or not ?—I do not recollect. I had at the time some conversation with Mr. Foster on 
the subject ; of course we differed in opinion, and I did complain to him that no inquiries had 
been made of the officers of the protectorate. His reply was, that he understood that those 
documents had been sent to them, and that they had nothing to answer. 

384. By the Chairman.—He 
was then at any rate a member of the committee ?—He certainly was a member of the committee. 
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385.
Then it is your opinion that, instead of having been abolished, it ought to have E.s.rarker,teg., been modified ?—Yes. 	 contomed. 

386. By Mr. Patterson.--Do you recollect what year it was in which that committee 
24th Nov., IBM 

sat ?—The decision of the Executive Government in Sydney to abolish the protectorate was 
announced in the month of July, 1849. The events that I have referred to took place in 
June, 1849. 

387. Are you aware whether there was not some complaint made by the Sydney 
Government that the correspondence connected with the aborigines was of such a voluminous 
nature, that they could not go into it at all : and was it not the fact that the bulk of the letters 
from the officers of the department here were found to be unopened ?—That has reference to a 
period anterior to 1849: that took place in 1843. I heard the circumstance from Dr. Thomson himself. I may state to the committee plainly that the conduct of the protectorate department 
was not generally approved by the Executive Government, and that it was always my opinion 
there was too much formality, too much of what has been termed "red tapeism," and too little 
regard to practical measures for the benefit of the natives. In reference to my individual 
experience as an assistant protector of the aborigines, I always found, when in direct communi-
cation with His Honor the Superintendent, that the Executive Government was prepared to 
sustain and carry out any suitable measures for the benefit of the natives; but, when the 
execution of those measures depended upon a circuitous and often long-delayed correspondence, 
I found almost insuperable obstacles in the conduct of my portion of the department. I may 
state also, in reference to the course I pursued as assistant protector of aborigines, that I took 
a certain course at the outset, on my own responsibility, and had no benefit whatever from 
any instructions from the head of my department, or any code of instructions from the Executive 
Government. I have had the satisfaction of knowing that the measures I adopted, and my 
mode of conducting the establishment in former days, met with the approbation of the Executive 
Government, and generally with the approbation of the settlers. 

388. Will you furnish to the committee a statement in detail of the expenditure which 
you think would be involved in the establishment of each homestead ?—I will furnish the com-
mittee with all the practical information that I think it possible to give. There was another 
return which I should submit to the committee in connection with the school, of children who 
have been lately in the school and have been away from it. The object of that return is to 
show that there are other children in the district who have had the benefit of instruction at that 
...ehool.—[ The witness delivered in the same. Vide Appendix C.] 

The witness withdrew. 
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