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EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES. 

TUESDAY, 262n OCTOBER, 1858. 

ABORIGINES.—The Honorable T. McCombie, in accordance with amended notice, moved, That a Selict 
Committee be appointed to enquire into the present condition of the Aborigines of this Colony, and the 
best means of alleviating their absolute wants ; such Committee to consist of the Honorables Messrs. 
H. Miller J. Ilenty, G. Urquhart, M. Hervey, J. H. Patterson, and the Honorables Drs. Hope and 
Tierney, and the Mover. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

The Honorable T. McCombie moved, That the Select Committee have power to take evidence. ;- 
Question—put and passed. 

WEDNESDAY, 19TH JANUARY, 1859. 

Anomonfas.—The Honorable T. McCombie, as Chairman of the Select Committee appointed on the 26th 
October last, "to enquire into the present condition of the Aborigines of this Colony, and the best 
means of alleviating their absolute wants," brought up the Report of the Committee. 

THURSDAY, 27TH JANUARY, 1859. 

ABORIGINES.—REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.—The Honorable T. McCombie moved, in accordance with notice, That the Report of the Select Committee on the Aborigines be received. 
Question—put and passed. 

THURSDAY, 3RD FEBRUARY, 1859. 

ABORIGINES.—REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.—The Honorable T. McCombie moved, That the Report of the Select Committee on the Aborigines (brought up on the 19th ultimo) be printed. 
Question—put and passed. J 	• 



REPORT. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE of the Legislative Council appointed to 
enquire into the present condition of the Aborigines of this 
Colony, and the best means of alleviating their absolute wants, 
have agreed to the following report :- 

Your Committee have found that the subject was brought before the 
Legislature of New South Wales, previous to the separation of Victoria, on 
five different occasions ; but in no case were any effectual measures adopted 
for the amelioration of the Aborigines.* 

From the evidence which the Committee have obtained, it appears that 
at the first settlement of the Colony in 1836 there were from six to seven 
thousand Aborigines distributed over its area. So great has been the 
mortality amongst them, however, that so far as can be ascertained, there 
are not more than a few hundreds remaining, who are in a state of 
abject want, with the exception of the Yarra and Western Port tribes, 
under the immediate charge of the Guardian of Aborigines and a few who 
settled on or near the old Aboriginal Station at Mount Franklin. 

The only Government assistance which has been given to the other 
tribes has been in the shape of a few blankets, supplied by Mr. Moore when 
President of the Land Board, and some casual supplies by Mr. Duffy, who 
succeeded him 

Indeed, the Blacks have been in a worse position than if the Protec-
torate had never been called into existence ; for under that establishment they 
received assistance and protection, but were left to their own resources again, 
when it was abolished. 

The great and almost unprecedented reduction in the number of the 
Aborigines is to be attributed to the general occupation of the country by the 
white population ; to vices acquired by contact with a civilized race, more 
particularly the indulgence in ardent spirits ; and hunger, in consequence of the 
scarcity of game since the settlement of the Colony ; and, also in some cases, 
to cruelty and ill-treatment. The great cause, however, is apparently the 
inveterate propensity of the race to excessive indulgence in spirits, which 
it seems utterly impossible to eradicate. This vice is not only fatal, but 
leads to other causes which tend to shorten life. 

* The first was in 1838. Aboriginal Select Committee at Sydney. The late Lord Bishop, chairman ; 
Report printed, and no further notice of the matter. 

2nd. In 1843, Dr. Thomson, of Geelong. Returns ordered, from which it was supposed extensive mea-
sures would result ; but no further notice taken of the matter. 

3rd. In 1845, another Committee, under the late Mr. Windeyer as chairman, to resume again. Mr. 
Windeyer died, and no further notice of the matter. 

4th. In 1849, another Committee, under Mr. Foster. This report was cruel in the extreme, recom-
mending all asylums for the Blacks to be done away with, and to expend the amount on educating the Whites. 

5th. In 1850, recommendations from the Governor and Executive of New South Wales, which contain 
some humane considerations ; nevertheless, they were never acted upon. 
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Mr. Thomas, the Guardian of Aborigines, states in evidence, that one 
morning he found five drunken blacks lying buried in the mud at the Merri 
Creek, which being followed by pulmonary attack, death, as is invariably the 
case, ensued. It may be remarked, that consumption forms a fruitful cause 
of mortality amongst them, in addition to the other causes enumerated. 

It would appear that they have materially degenerated since the 
advent of the whites, as Mr. Thomas has said " the young die two to one in 
proportion to the old ; I have some old people yet." The rapid settlement 
necessary upon the country being occupied by flocks and herds was more 
unfavorable to the Aborigines than if it had only been gradually taken 
up for agricultural purposes. 

Your Committee are of opinion that great injustice has been per-
petrated upon the Aborigines—that, when the Government of the Colony 
found it necessary to take from them their hunting grounds and their means 
of living, proper provision should have been made for them. Had they been 
a strong race, like the New Zealanders, they would have forced the new 
occupiers of their country to provide for them ; but being weak and ignorant, 
even for savages, they have been treated with almost utter neglect. 

With the exception of the Protectorate, which was an emanation of 
the Imperial Government, and which seemed to have been only partially 
successful, little or nothing has been done for the black denizens of the 
country. Victoria is now entirely occupied by a superior race, and there is 
scarcely a spot, excepting in the remote mountain ranges, or dense scrubs, 
on which the Aborigine can rest his weary feet. To allow this to con-
tinue would be to tolerate and perpetuate a great moral wrong ; and your 
Committee are of opinion that, even at this late period, a vigorous effort 
should be made to provide for the remnants of the various tribes, so that 
they may be maintained in comparative plenty. This is a duty incumbent 
upon the community, and clearly in accordance with the principles of 
advanced civilization and Christianity. The Committee regret that it has 
been so long neglected. They trust that your Honorable House will 
vigorously strive for some permanent provision for the poor oppressed 
and wandering natives, who have been so long left in abject want and 
misery; and that endeavors will be made, in the language of the Society 
for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge in Foreign Parts, " for the 
conversion of the blacks, whose country God's Providence has given to the 
British Crown, and whose amelioration and happiness he has confided to 
British Christian benevolence." 

The responsibility of the condition to which the Aborigines have been 
reduced rests with the colonists, as the Home Authorities have endeavored to 
ameliorate their condition, but without much success. The present Earl of 
Derby, when Secretary of State for the Colonies, thus expressed himself in a 
despatch to the then Governor of New South 4Vales, of which this Colony 
at that time formed a portion :—" I should not, without the most extreme 
reluctance, admit that nothing can be done—that with respect to them alone 
the doctrines of Christianity must be inoperative, and the advantages of 
civilization incommunicable. I cannot acquiesce in the theory, that they are 
incapable of improvement, and that their extinction before the advance of the 
white settler is a necessity, which it is impossible to control. I recommend 
them to your protection and favorable consideration, with the greatest 
earnestness, but at the same time with perfect confidence; and I assure you 
that I shall be willing and anxious to co-operate with you in any arrange-
ment for their civilization which may hold out a fair prospect of success. It is 
impossible to contemplate the condition and the prospects of that unfortunate 
race, without the deepest commiseration." Lord Glenelg was quite as 
anxious about the welfare of the Aborigines. 

In addition to the examination of such witnesses as were at hand, your 
Committee framed a list of queries on the subject, which they forwarded to 
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such gentlemen as they thought competent to reply to any of them, and 
who were either living at too great a distance, or were too much occupied to 
attend and give evidence. The information thus received is of a very 
important character, and it is hoped that it will collectively form one of the 
most valuable historical documents extant connected with Victoria, and be 
prized by the learned societies of Europe, which have been very anxious to 
obtain replies to many of the queries. 

The only practical method of accomplishing the desired object, and the 
one most likely under all the circumstances of the case to succeed, would, in 
the opinion of your Committee, be to form reserves for the various tribes, on 
their own hunting grounds. Those ought to be of such a size as would enable 
each tribe to combine agricultural and gardening operations with the depas-
turing of a moderate number of cattle and sheep (such reserves in agricultural 
districts not to exceed 500 acres ; but where the land is not capable of being 
used for agriculture, then the reserve to be materially extended, in order that 
it might unite pastoral with agricultural pursuits) ; and every effort should be 
made to induce the Aborigines to take an interest in the occupations of civilized 
life and give their aid in carrying out the various branches of industry. Those 
establishments ought to be under the charge of missionaries, clerical or lay, 
whose duty it would be to endeavor to teach the Aborigines the great 
principles of Christianity, as well as the elemental branches of secular, 
education ; and it is the opinion of the Committee, that ample supplies of 
provisions and blankets should be provided for these establishments until 
they could be made self-supporting, which your Committee trust might 
ultimately be the case. 

In cases where grants for this object are made, the sites should be 
chosen in retired localities, and no licensed taverns should be permitted in 
their vicinity. 

It was hoped that it might have been practicable to have settled the 
whole of the remnants of the tribes in one locality, and the first two witnesses, 
Mr. Thomas, Guardian of Aborigines, and the Rev. Mr. Spieseke, Moravian 
Missionary to the Aborigines, were examined at great length on the subject. 
The former gentleman expressed a decided opinion against the practicability 
of such a plan. The blacks would not leave their own hunting grounds, and 
would pine away at once if removed from them. The various tribes would 
never agree to go there ; consequently the idea of settling them together 
was reluctantly abandoned by your Committee, in favor of the plan that all 
the witnesses appeared to agree in thinking the most likely to succeed. 

Your Committee hope that, in some measure, under the plan which 
they have suggested, the remnants of the Aborigines may be both 
civilized and christianized. They find, upon a thorough investigation of this 
part of the subject, that the Aborigines are possessed of mental power 
on a par with their brethren of the other races of man; and that they are 
perhaps superior to the Negro, and some of the more inferior divisions of the 
great human family. They are supported in this opinion by Dr. Pickering, 
the only writer on the subject who personally inspected the races whom he 
described, and who therefore stands high as an authority on the subject. He 
says—" I would refer to an Australian as the finest model of the human pro-
portions I have ever met with in muscular development—his head might 
compare with an antique bust of a philosopher."* Their perceptive faculties 
are peculiarly acute, they are apt learners, and possess the most intense 
desire to imitate their more civilized brethren in almost everything. Mr. 
Archibald Campbell has given most important evidence in reference to their 
diligence and faithfulness as servants, and Messrs. Chase, Spieseke, and 
Parker, to their quickness and capacity for acquiring the rudiments of 
education, which is corroborated by various public documents written by 

* " The Races of Men."—By Dr. Pickering. 
D 8.—e. 
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G. A. Robinson, Esq., for many years Chief Protector of Aborigines in this 
country. 

The general tenor of the evidence will bear out the conclusion which 
your Committee have arrived at—that, while the Aborigines are endued with 
keen perceptive faculties, there is a considerable deficiency in their reflective 
faculties, and a certain want of steadiness of purpose in their characters, 
which appears the great obstacle to be overcome in reclaiming them, and 
bringing them within the pale of civilization and Christianity. 

THOS. McCOMBIE, 
Chairman. 



            

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, 27TE OCTOBER, 1858. 

Members present : 
The Honorable T. McCombie, in the chair. 

The Honorables Dr. Tierney, J. H. Patterson, M. Hervey. 
The committee deliberated. The chairman was authorised to prepare a list of queries, the 

same to be printed and distributed to the members of committee prior to next meeting. 
The committee adjourned until twelve o'clock on Monday, 1st November. 

 

 

MONDAY, lsx NOVEMBER, 1858. 

Members present : 
The Honorable T. McCombie, in the chair. 

The Honorables J. H. Patterson, J. Henty, Dr. Tierney. 

List of Queries submitted by the chairman, read, considered, amended, and adopted. 
Mr. William Thomas, Guardian of Aborigines, was examined. The witness handed in certain 

documents. 
Rev. F. W. Spieseke, Moravian Missionary, was examined. 
Rev. F. A. Hagenauer, Moravian Missionary, was examined. 
Rev. F. W. Spieseke was further examined. 

The committee adjourned until half-past two p.m. on Tuesday, 2nd November. 

 

 

TUESDAY, 2rin NOVEMBER, 1858. 

Members present : 
The Honorable T. McCombie, in the chair. 

The Honorables Dr. Tierney, M. Hervey, J. Henty, J. H. Patterson. 
The committee deliberated. 
Ordered—That the queries be circulated amongst the police magistrates, settlers, and others 

supposed to be in a position to afford information upon the subject ; also, that an envelope bearing the 
address of the chairman (and ls. stamp affixed) be enclosed in each circular transmitted by post. 

The committee adjourned until one o'clock on Tuesday, 9th November. 

 

  

 

TUESDAY, 9T2 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

Members present: 
The Honorable T. McCombie, in the chair. 

The Honorables G. Urquhart, J. H. Patterson, Dr. Hope, Dr. Tierney, J. Henty. 
Mr. William Hull, J.P., was examined. 
Rev. S. L. Chase was examined, and handed in certain documents. Tide Appendix A.) 
Committee deliberated. 
Ordered—That the Queries be transmitted to the heads of the several religious denominations. 

The committee adjourned until one o'clock on Wednesday, 17th November. 

 

             

 

WEDNESDAY, 17T2 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

Members present : 
The Honorable T. McCombie, in the chair. 

The Honorables J. H. Patterson, G. Urquhart, Dr. Hope. 

Mr. Archibald Campbell was examined. 
Ordered—That Mr. E. S. Parker be written to, and requested to bring in his replies to the 

queries on the 24th instant, and furnish such additional information as he may wish. 
The committee adjourned until one o'clock on Wednesday, 24th November. 

 

* 

WEDNESDAY, 24Trf NOVEMBER, 1858. 

Members present : 
The Honorable T. McCombie, in the chair. 

The Honorables J. H. Patterson, Dr. Hope. 

Mr. E. S. Parker was examined. 
Committee adjourned until one o'clock on Wednesday, 1st December. 
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WEDNESDAY, 1ST DECEMBER, 1858. 

Members present: 
The Honorables T. McCombie, Dr. Hope. 

A quorum not being present, no business was transacted. 

WEDNESDAY, 15mn DECEMBER, 1858. 

_Members present: 
The Honorable T. McCombie, in the chair. 

The Honorables J. H. Patterson, Dr. Tierney. 
Committee deliberated. 
Ordered—That circulars be addressed to the persons to whom queries had been transmitted, 

requesting , the favor of an early reply, to enable the committee to report soon after the re-assembling 
of Parliament, and intimating that any replies not received by the' 10th January, 1859, cannot be 
appended to the Report. 

Committee adjourned until two o'clock on Tuesday, 18th January. 

TUESDAY, 18ra JANUARY, 1859. 

Members present : 
The Honorable T. McCombie, in the chair. 

The Honorables J. H. Patterson. J. Henty, M. Hervey. 
Committee deliberated. 
Draft Report read paragraph by paragraph—part considered. 

The committee adjourned until two p.m. on the 19th January. 

WEDNESDAY, 19rn JANUARY, 1859. 

Members present: 
The Honorable T. McCombie, in the chair. 

The Honorables M. Hervey, J. H. Patterson. 
Draft Report further considered—agreed to. 
Ordered—That the Chairman do report the same to the House. 

MINUTES 



• 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

MONDAY, lsr NOVEMBER, 1858. 

Members present : 

The Honorable T. MeCostmE, in the chair ; 

The Honorable J. Henty
I 	

The Honorable Dr. Tierney. 
J. H. Patterson 

William Thomas, Esq., examined. 
1. By the Chairman.-I believe you are guardian of aborigines P-I am. 	 w. Thonso.s. Esq., 
2. How long have you been connected with the aboriginal establishment ?—I received .0 Nov" 1859 * 

my appointment in December, 1837, in the first instance. I received my appointment from the 
Home Government as assistant protector of aborigines on the 21st December, 1837. 

3. You were appointed by the Home Government ?—Yes, by Lord Glenelg, Colonial 
Secretary of State. I was ordered by Sir George Grey to go to Sydney, where I arrived on 
the 3rd of August, 1838. 

4. How long did you hold the office of assistant protector to the aborigines ?—From the 
year 1837 to the close of 1849. 

5. At which period you were appointed guardian P—On 1st January, 1850, I was 
appointed guardian. 

6. To the aborigines generally, or a portion of them ?—Confined to the counties of Bourke 
and Mornington ; but subsequently, by an arrangement between myself and Mr. La Trobe, 
Evelyn was added to it. 

7. Were you appointed guardian of the aborigines with a view to protect the aborigines, 
or simply to keep them from coming into the towns and annoying the whites ?—My instructions, 
on being appointed guardian, were in fact almost verbatim, the same as Lord Glenelg gave me 
as protector ; but Mr. La Trobe stated that I was to take cognizance of all information I 
could get respecting the aborigines, and take cognizance of everything that occurred in 
Melbourne and in those three counties, and to keep the blacks out of Melbourne. 

8. So that you had a general and a special instruction ?—I had ; and if I could not 
keep the blacks from Melbourne, I had liberty, as a last extremity, to apply to the Commissioner 
of Crown Lands to assist me with the police. 

9. Can you give the committee any idea as to what the number of aborigines were on the 
settling of Port Phillip in 1837 P-1 have made a calculation, but it is calculated upon the 
number of acres in the whole of the colony, and the advantages upon coast and river tribes. 
My calculation, which I have not with me, is, that there were 6000 aborigines at the least. 
I have calculated by the square miles ; taking my own three counties as a datum to go from, and 
knowing that many of the other tribes were far superior to my own, I have calculated upon a 
very low calculation that there were at least 6000. 

10. Have you any idea as to what the number has been reduced to at the present 
moment ?—I have not, only as far as regards my own tribes. 

11. In what proportion have they been reduced P—I have only thirty-one now in the two 
tribes, and had 300 at the time I came to Port Phillip. I have taken a regular register of 
every birth and death since. 

12. Do you think that would be a tolerably fair average of the decrease throughout the 
Colony ?—My impression is, that it has been greater amongst other tribes, especially to the 
westward. 

13. What do you attribute that great mortality to ?—There have been various collisions 
in other parts of the country, but not in the counties that I have been connected with, and I 
attribute it to that, when added to the amount that die annually from intoxicating liquors. At the 
Merri Creek, one morning at daybreak, there were four or five lying bedded in the mud, drunk, 
not dead; cold comes on, and as soon as disease touches a black's chest you cannot save him. 

14. Is there any disease acquired from the whites which has tended to increase the 
mortality ?—There was when I first came amongst them, but they know how to manage that as 
well as Enropeans do, and they never get it to that excess now that they used to formerly. 

15. Do they ever injure one another in your tribes—have you had any cases of blacks 
murdering blacks, or aggressions between one portion of a tribe and another ?—There have been 
cases of murder. 

16. Have they been numerous ?—No. 
17. Or have there been collisions between neighboring tribes ?-I have seen many in the 

cases of neighboring tribes, but in the same tribe I think I have only known one instance. 
18. Have the cases of murder within the tribe been frequent ?—No. 
19. Have there been many cases of murder perpetrated by your tribe upon other tribes, 

or vice versa?—Many. 
ABORIGINEB.—a. 
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W. Thomas, Eq., 	20. Have they been numerous ?—The murder that I allude to between one and another in 
me "W '‘ed• 8.  the same tribe was occasioned by drunkenness—one friend cut another's head almost off with a Nor., 185 

butcher's knife. That was an isolated case. 
• 21. In fact, a case of insanity from intoxication ?—Yes. 

22. And that is the only case in your own tribe ?—Yes, the only one. 
23. Have there been frequent cases of murders in collisions between your own tribe and 

other tribes ?—Yes; very many. 
24. Is that propensity to aggression wearing out amongst them ?—Decidedly so. The 

Gipps Land blacks and the Western Port blacks, who have been continually at enmity, according 
to what I can learn, from time immemorial, are now the most friendly blacks with each other ; 
more so than their old friends. 

25. Has the Government rendered your tribe any assistance in the shape of supplies, 
such as blankets and provisions ?—For many years we were without any supplies, until the 
stations were formed in the year 1842. 

26. After they were formed, were you then supplied ?—Regularly supplied. 
27. Up to what time was your tribe regularly supplied—has your tribe been regularly 

supplied up to the present time ?—No ; it ceased on the breaking up of the stations in 1843. 
The Government would not suffer anything to be given to the blacks, unless they would stop at 
the station, and they deserting it for six or eight months, the station was broken up and made 
a police station of. 

28. Which station do you allude to?—Nerree Nerree Warreen. 
29. Then, after that year, were any supplies given?—Not till 1853. 
30. And since 1853 what supplies have been given P—Regular supplies to the two 

tribes, the Yarra tribe and the Western Port tribe. The Yarra tribe is from Melbourne up to 
the end of Evelyn, and the other in Mornington and down to the coast. 

31. Have those supplies been attended with good results?--Decidedly so ; we have had 
very few deaths, comparatively, since then. 

32. Then that has prolonged the lives of the remaining portion of the tribe?—Yes, in 
two ways. Mr. La Trobe and myself were often displeased with each other. Mr. La Trobe 
was displeased with me ; he insisted upon the blacks being kept out of Melbourne. I could not 
keep them out, and the result of it was, that I told Mr. La Trobe that, if he would permit me to 
have supplies for my own blacks, I would guarantee to keep my own blacks out, and then I 
knew the others would not come ; that is how it was arranged ; and ever since then my 
blacks have not wanted anything. 

33. I believe none of the other tribes but yours have had any regular supplies from the 
Government?—Not till this present ministry came into office, at least till Mr. Moore's Government. 
We were under the Survey Department, and the Gipps Land blacks said that they had had no 
blankets or anything of the kind for four years, they came down this time last year. 1 wrote to 
Mr. Moore saying that they were on the road and I would meet them at the Inlets—they came as 
near as Brighton. Mr. Moore asked me what was the best plan to pursue. I told him to give 
them all a pair of blankets and provisions for the journey, and I would see them back to their 
own country. Recently, a very respectable gentleman has arrived from Gipps Land, Mr. 
McMillan, who told me that the first time the blankets went down there were about fifty, and 
there were about 600 blacks, and Mr. McCrae was obliged to tear the blankets in two to pacify 
the blacks. 

34. What supplies have been given since this Ministry came in ?—Whatever requisition 
I have asked for has always been granted. 

35. How many tribes have received assistance since this Ministry came in—have any 
other tribes but the tribes you have alluded to been assisted ?—Yes, at Bacchus Marsh. Mr. 
Pohlman wrote to me about the distress of the blacks there, recommending a very kind lady 
there who had taken a great interest in the blacks, I wrote back that, if she submitted a requi-
sition to the Government, I was confident the Government would supply them. Mr. Duffy 
referred it to me, and all the requisition that she made was supplied ; also at Swan Hill, and 
the aboriginal station under the clergy of the Church of England. 

36. Still, it has only been casual ?—Only casual. 
37. Have you an impression that, if a regular system of supplying the wants of the 

aborigines were carried out, it would prolong their lives and ameliorate their condition ?— 
Decidedly so. 

38. Do you think it would be possible to do that by employing a staff under you to look 
after the aborigines and leaving the distribution of the supplies to magistrates and gentlemen of 
standing throughout the bush, or would it be necessary to have persons to look after the depots 
and give out the supplies ?—I think the safest and best plan would be for magistrates in the 
different districts to have the blankets there at a police station, the same as they do on the 
Sydney side. There is one advantage, that the police stations are studded all over the country 
and mostly have sixty or seventy acres of land attached to them by a creek or river, and there 
would be a place for the blacks to camp on ; it would familiarise the blacks with the police, 
so that they would become friendly with one another. 

39. Then you think the police stations are the proper places to have the supplies at ?-
Yes, anywhere where there is a stipendiary magistrate. 

40. By Mr. Patterson.—Is there any unfriendly feeling existing between the police and 
the natives ?--Not that I know of In my district they hail each other. 

41. You said it would make them more friendly ?—We have two blacks come in now for 
murder. I submitted inter se cases to. the Government this morning ; really it is a painful 
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thing. These blacks came from beyond Mount Rouse a great way'; one is as stupid as the W. Thomas,Esq., 
blacks were when we first came into the colony. 	 contuated . 

42. By the Chairman.-Is there any other plan that you could suggest for ameliorating 
lst Nov., 1858. 

 
the condition of the blacks—such as providing a tract of country where they could all be settled 
and kept as much as possible from contact with the Europeans ?—I am sorry to state that my 
experience, so far as it has gone, in all previous exertions that have been made is, that they have 
proved totally fruitless. 

43. That applies to small isolated attempts, that is to say, such as Peacock's school and 
Barrabool school; but do you think that, if a large tract of country sufficient for the purpose were 
appropriated to themselves under proper restrictions, and care were taken to keep them from any 
communication with the whites or the civilized race, that it would be likely to extend the term 
of their existence, and that they would be likely to settle into fixed habits and become a settled 
and permanent people 	do not think they would settle into fixed habits very readily, but at 
all events population might go on. But there should be no tract of land in any shape whatever 
behind the station that should ever be let for the squatting interest—it is a thing utterly impos-
sible—there could not be a worse plan of civilizing blacks than having them in a squatting 
country. There was not a place so well secured round as Nerree Nerree Warreen ; we had the 
Rev. Mr. Clow on one side, and Mr. Foster on the other, and religious people all round us, and yet 
the contamination that got upon that station from the men on the different farms was very great. 

44. Supposing a tract of country such as Gipps Land could be set apart entirely for the 
whole of the aborigines of the colony without being interfered with by squatting or farming, 
would they be likely to settle down upon it and acome a fixed people ?—I think it would 
be impossible to get blacks from the Wimmera or any other part to come to Gipps Land. 
Supposing, for the sake of argument, that were the spot fixed upon, you might kidnap the 
children ; but I do not think it is at all practicable to settle the blacks in that way. 

45. If each tribe had a special place set apart on their own hunting grounds, and reserved 
from squatting and farming and every thing else, would they be likely to settle down into more 
fixed habits ?—I doubt it. There would be some encouragement if they were not interfered 
with by any one else but missionaries or those intended to benefit them. If there was a tract 
of land of 120 square miles and five or six tribes only in it, it might answer, because the people 
would be still upon their own grounds. I think in Africa that answered well, but it would be a 
cruel thing and a hard case to bring them away from their own hunting grounds—to entice them 
away. 

46. They do not live so long now as they did when you first knew them, do they—they 
are getting more effeminate ?—The young die two to one in proportion to the old. I have some 
old people left still. 

47. Have most of those who were born about the time you came into the colony died 
since ?—Yes ; we have only one child left, and she is a fine girl five years of age. 

48. Then you consider that the physical constitution has degenerated very much ?—I do 
not say they have not had children, but they have been made away with. 

49. Do you think the children could be got away from their parents and preserved—do 
you think they would give them up ?—No ; I tried to get that girl, but the mother would not 
give her up. The only way would be to get them from a very far distance to a central school. 

50. By Dr. Tierney.-Would they be more likely to give them to you when they were 
infants ?—We have had very few born since I have been amongst them. I do not think we 
have had six children born since I have been amongst them. 

51. By Mr. Patterson.-Since you have been protector 	do not think there have been 
more than six or eight born. I am talking of my two tribes. I have had as many as fifty 
children in Melbourne, but they have been belonging to other tribes which have congregated in 
Melbourne. 

52. By Dr. Tierney.-Are you aware of there being any idea amongst them as to their 
destroying one of twins ?—I never knew them to have twins. 

53. By the Chairman.-Under existing circumstances, what practicable plan would you 
suggest for ameliorating the condition of the blacks on their own hunting grounds ?—I would 
have depots all over the country for provisions; at all events, a pair of blankets every year, and 
if stations are formed, they should be formed upon their own territory, and four or five stations 
of that kind in a circuit, wherever a spot can be found ; and that is the only thing that 
consider will preserve the aboriginal race. 

54. What do you mean by stations—do you mean small reserves of ground with provisions, 
or simply putting the provisions on a police station?—Depots here and there, and after twelve 
months or so it might be seen where they most frequented, or that might be ascertained from 
information gained by the local magistrates. I have never been further than Lake Comae myself, 
so that I can say very little about the westward. 

.55. And when you found where they most frequented, would you have stations for 
them ?—Yes, the magistrates could ascertain where they would like to be. 

56. Could any attempt be made to civilize them and bring them more into our habits 
upon those stations when once located ?—There ought to be some system of education carried 
out in some shape or other, for they are not deficient in abilities for learning, excepting hi 
arithmetic. I have a boy who reads and writes well, who has been, from an infant under my-
charge, one of the Gipps Land blacks. 

57. Would you propose having missionaries sent to them ?—I should say missionaries 
to teach and to educate and look after them. There used to be some German missionaries, 
that used to work as well as teach. 
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IV. Thomas, Esq., 	58. By Dr. Tierney.-Do you think, if there was a kind of agricultural or industrial 
school instituted, so as to teach them habits of gardening, it would be desirable to teach them use Nov., MB. 
industry, together with reading and writing, upon their own ground, and let them have the result 
of that garden P—Yes, let them have the result and consider it their own. 

59. Let them grow their own potatoes and eat them, and grow their own fruit and eat 
it P—I have not the least doubt that, if they were separated from the whites, it would answer in 
a great measure. We carried that on pretty well at Nerree Nerree Warreen, but another tribe 
of blacks came down and we had to cut all our own corn, and there were about four cart loads 
of cabbages forced to be thrown away, because the blacks all went away and would not eat them. 
There was going to be a fight at Lake Colac, and they wanted to go to see the fight. Now it 
would be quite different, if they were settled in the way proposed ; those missionaries would be 
peace-makers ; for though the different tribes are fighting, they are friendly. 	They never 
marry in their own tribes. They used to be always fighting and always intermarrying, so that 
they kept up a sort of confederacy amongst themselves. 

60. Is this fighting a sort of fighting for love ?-It is more about the lubras than any-
thing else. I never knew but one instance of a black being killed in a fight. 

61. By Mr. Patterson.-Is there not a tendency for them to fight and commit murder 
when different tribes meet together ?—They exchange lubras and settle all manner of differences 
when they meet. That is the cause of their fighting. 

62. Is there not a tendency for them to fight and commit murder when different tribes 
meet ?—I have never known much murder committed ; there has been a good deal of fighting. 

63. Did you not know of a murder in Melbourne, about 1840, when several tribes were 
congregated here 7—Yes ; one man speared another in a corroboree. In that case that young 
man's father had killed the other man's father. 

64. By Mr. Henry.-They meet to settle encroachments ?—No ; but for example, in the 
course of six months there will be a death here and a death there, and when they come together, 
it is all settled how they died ; and then the parties who have lost a brother or relative get 
angry and throw spears, and there is a fight. There is nothing material, unless there is life and 
death on the carpet ; and then, if he has been killed by another tribe, there is a fight. 

65. By Mr. Patterson.-Is there not some superstitious idea, that when one black dies 
his kidney fat has been stolen by another tribe, and then the tribe of the man who has died go 
and commit murder in the other tribe ?—Yes ; but they seldom come amongst their friends. 

66. Is there any cannibalism amongst them ?—No. I have often watched that, and the 
only extent to which it goes is, that, when they have a victim, they take the kidney fat out and 
rub themselves over with it. 

67. By. Dr. Tierney.-Do you think, if there was some law to keep the blacks out of 
all towns, it would be attended with some good result P—Decidedly so ; and that could soon be 
carried out if they were provided with provisions. 

68. How is it that you say so many die from intoxicating liquor, and still there is a law 
to prevent those unfortunate beings from receiving it ? how is it that they get the drink P—I 
have tried in every direction to find out, and I have had a conversation with the blacks in the 
morning, at Brighton, and, perhaps, at dinner time I have found them drunk—the very same 
blacks. I have gone about from one public house to another, and they have not served 
them. There was a poor woman called me into her but as I was passing, and said, " Sir, my 
little girl brought me in a sixpence, and she said some blacks outside had got her to fetch them 
some bottles of rum ; " that is how they get it. I do not think it is the publicans serve them. 

69. Do you think the Europeans ever buy their blankets by giving them drink ?—I do 
not think they would. 

70. You think the blacks retain their blankets ?—Yes 
71. By Mr. Patterson.-But you have known them to sell their opossum skin rugs, have 

you not ?—Yes, but they can make another of those ; they cannot make a blanket. I have tried 
several times to endeavor to get a brand upon them, to detect anything of the kind. 

72. Do you believe they would sell their blankets, if any one would buy them ?—Yes, but 
it must be a very low character that would take a blanket away from a black. I think some 
drunken black such as Derrimut would sell his blanket for drink. 

73. Would they sell them if any one would purchase them ?---If a black was half drunk 
and a man was to say, "I will give you a couple of shillings for that blanket," he would sell it. 

74. Or for a fig of tobacco ?—I doubt that. 
75. By the Chairman.-Do you think they have any superstitious horror of a white man ? 

do you think, if they could get an opportunity, they would assassinate him ?—No. 
76. That is not their habit, you think ?—No, as soon as I came amongst them I endeavored 

to make them sensible of the English law, and I do not think they have killed a white man in 
those three counties. 

77. 11y Dr. Tierney.-But they do conceal murders amongst themselves?—Yes ; you 
might find them out accidentally. 

78. Then they are aware that they are doing wrong in killing each other ?—They are 
aware that the white people do not like it ; they never disguise it among themselves. 

79. By Mr. Patterson.-How many of the tribes you were looking after went into the 
black police ?—I think about eighteen out of the thirty-two. 

80. When that system was broken up, did you find those better conducted men than the 
others ?—No, worse ; and they are all dead ; there is not one of them alive now. 

81. By the Chairman.-Had they acquired a taste for dissipated habits ?—Yes, most 
awful drunkenness. In fact, in the case of Gellibrand, I was with him in Melbourne, and he 
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actually died and was buried in going back to his station. They laid him in the cart. He was w.Thomag,EN., 
one of the troo 	 continued, 

	

pers going out of the town, and he was dead and buried before I knew it. 	1s Nov., 185S. 
82. By Mr. Patterson.-Were any measures taken to educate the police in any way ?-

None whatever, beyond their exercise. 
83. By the Chairman.-Or to prevent them from getting drunk ?-No. 
84. By J 7r. Patterson.-There was no drink given them ?-Certainly not. 
85. Did they get pay ?-Yes, three pence a day. 
86. How was that spent ? as they thought proper themselves, or was there any control 

exercised over them P-I have had many complaints made to me that they never did get their 
money ; they would get 2s. 6d. or 3s. at the end of the quarter-the officers got it ; but the 
officers and men too are all dead. There is not one left of that force. 

87. Neither officers nor men ?-Not one. 
88. Captain Dana was in it, and he is left P-No, he was not in it then ; he was brought 

in afterwards. When they got rid of the only good man that was in it-Mr. Bennett ; he died, 
and the present Captain Dana was brought in. 

89. By Mr. Henty.-Have you had any experience of the blacks on the Goulburn ?-
Yes, I know most of them on the Goulburn ; I have been travelling with them. 

90. Are they in considerable numbers there ?-They were a very powerful tribe ; the 
Goulburn tribe amounted to 600 some years ago. 

91. They are still numerous, are they not P-A great number of them have died ; they 
mostly come down to Kilmore ; that is, they hang about the public-houses there. 

92. Do you know in what state the natives of that district are now, as to their habits or 
means of living ?-They must he very destitute. There was a station at the Goulburn under 
Mr. Le Souef, which has been done away with for some years. 

93. You are not aware whether there are many children in that district ?-No ; by what 
I learn occasionally from the blacks, most of the Goulburn blacks are dead ; there are very few 
of them left ; they are mostly hanging about Seymour and Kilmore and those towns ; occasionally 
they draw as nigh as Bacchus Marsh. 

The witness withdrew. 

The Rev. F. W. Spieseke examined. 
94. By the Chairman.-You are a missionary ?-Yes, of the Moravian Church. 	. ass r. w, spie- 
95. How long have you been in the Colony ?-I first came out here in February, 1850. iq xoy.:1858. 96. Where have you been settled in the Colony ?-On the banks of the Murray. I may 

just mention that, in July, 1856, I left the Colony and went back to Germany. I was from 1850 
to 1856 in the Colony. 

97. You were one of the missionaries at Lake Boga ?-Yes. 
98. Had your mission special reference to the aborigines of the Colony ?-Yes. 
99. Did you form a mission station at Lake Boga ?-We had one, but it was abolished. 
100. How many of the aborigines were under your control there P-We averaged about 

twenty-five or thirty ; at one time we had 100 about our place. They would just come and 
stay for a little while, and then travel about, as their habits are. 

101. Had you a grant of land for the purpose ?-There was a piece of land reserved. 
102. You had land under your control at the time ?-Yes, to some degree we had. 
103. What extent of land P-There was a reserve set apart of twenty-five square miles ; 

and, for our special purpose, we had somewhere about 1000 acres for the private use of the 
mission. The reserve of twenty-five square miles was for the use of the aborigines. 

104. That has been lost to you now, has it not ?-Yes. 
105. And has the 1000 acres been lost ?-Yes. 
106. Then you have no land nor station there ?-No, not now. 
107. Had you any difficulty with the aborigines who were upon the station-did you find 

it easy to communicate literary and religious instruction to them?-Their moral condition is so 
depraved, and low, it is rather difficult to get at them. 

108. Do you consider it practicable?.-I have been among them for about four or five 
years, and, knowing all the difficulties I had to contend with, I am still in hope. I rest upon 
the command of God. Success, of course, must come from Him, and I may say I am still in hope. 

109. Do you think that the system of forming stations, such as that at Lake Bogs, and 
locating the natives upon them, could be carried out advantageously?-That is only my own 
opinion, I do not give it as the opinion of the board ; I think it could be advantageously done. 

110. By Dr. Tierney.-If you had been allowed to remain there, do you think you would 
have been able to bring them into habits of industry?-I am confident that it would have been 
successful ultimately, but to what extent I cannot say. At the latter part of the time we were 
there it looked very favorable. 

111. How long was the station there?-About five years. 
112. By Mr. Patterson.-What was the greatest number of aborigines you ever had on 

the station P-We staid there for more than two years before one of the blacks ventured to come 
Mar us. 

113. And when they did come, what was the greatest number you had P-At first only 
one family came, and by degrees more and more, and at one time we had about a hundred. 
The average would be between twenty and thirty. 

114. When you left the station, how many were there?-I think about forty, and when 
we left they were all anxious for us to remain. 

ABORIGINES-b. 
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Rev. F. W. Bpi.• 	 115. What became of the other sixty?—The natives are not settled there, they roam 'eke, 	about from one station to another. There may be more at the station at one time than at another. ..onthmed, 
1 et Nov., 1858. 	 116. By the Chairman.-Do you think it would be possible to instil anything like 

industrious habits into them, so that they would learn to cultivate the soil ?—Yes, I think so, 
because we tried it and it succeeded. We commenced to have a small garden, and they took a 
great fancy to it. Sometimes they left, but they generally came back again, and attended and 
looked after their own cultivated plot of ground. 

117. Could you give the committee any suggestions for their practical improvement. 
You heard the examination of the last witness, Mr. Thomas, and heard the questions put to him, 
in reference to a general grant of land for the whole of them and special grants for each tribe on 
its own hunting ground. Do you agree with what Mr. Thomas stated generally in reference to 
that point?—In the first instance, I must say that the rudiment and foundation of all plans to 
ameliorate their condition must be the Gospel. 

118. But still the means must be used ?—I think a block of land would be good. 
119. For each tribe?—I would not say to each family, but to each of the large tribes. 

I fully agree with Mr. Thomas, that it would not do to take them away from their hunting-
grounds; they are too much attached to them, and they would pine away, I am sure. 

12Q. What extent of land do you think would be necessary for each large tribe ?—That 
is a difficult point for me to say anything upon, that rests with the Government; but where the 
land is poor, of course the block of land should be larger than where the land is better; because 
where the land is poor, agricultural pursuits cannot be followed. 

121. Then your recommendation would be, that the size of the blocks should be governed 
with reference to the quality of the land, and the number of the tribe located upon it ?—.Just so. 

122. Is there any other suggestion which you could make to the committee with reference 
to the amelioration of the natives ?—Besides giving a piece of land for their use, of course other 
assistance might be very welcome too, as clothing and food, because they are destitute, and 
in fact, being deprived of their soil and not being now well accustomed to their aboriginal habits, 
they are dependent upon what they can get, and they travel about, and in some degree they may 
be treated kindly ; but they often are sent about from one place to another and get that food to 
which they are now accustomed in a manner that we should not like to see ; so that it is always 
necessary to have them provided in the first start with clothing and food. 

123. By Dr. Tierney. -Do you think that, if you built habitations for them, you would 
get them to live in them ?—I think they would prefer to be in the open air at first, because they 
are not accustomed to habitations, but I am confident they would get used to it by- degrees and 
would like it by and bye. In cold or rainy weather they are glad to get shelter in a but or 
house belonging to whites, and often told me, on those occasions, they should like to have one of their own. 

124. Have you known many infants born in your time ?—Very few. 
125. Do you think their parents would give them up for educational purposes ?—That 

depends upon circumstances. 
126. Supposing you had an establishment such as has been spoken of on their hunting 

ground, would they allow the children to be reared there ?—Yes, on their hunting grounds ; but 
they would not like to part with them altogether, because they are affectionate and like them. 
On these conditions they would be pleased to have them educated. 

127. Then do you think that the next generation might be civilized by that means ?-
Yes, by the grace of God I hope so, and I think so. 

128. If they were taken gradually in place of forcing them into education, letting them 
come on into habits of industry gradually, by getting an hour's work at first and increasing it as 
they went on, do you think that could be advantageously done ?—Yes ; in that I fully agree. I 
think it can only be done by degrees. 

129. By Mr. Patterson.-Supposing you had small reserves in different parts of the 
districts of, say a square mile each, and give the natives food and clothes, would you consider it 
advisable that they should take the clothes away with them when they went hunting, or that 
they should leave them, and when they returned get the clothing again ?—Sometimes they do not 
stick much to clothing and put it off, but then they will take it on again if they come back. 

130. Did you feed them at the station you were at ?—Yes, if they worked for it. 
131. Would you suggest their being fed without working for it?—No, except the old and 

infirm and children, who are not able to work. 
132.How long have you known them to remain at the station at any one time, when you have been feeding them?—I recollect one family staid for three months. 
133. Did they do much work during that period ?—Yes; every day. Sometimes more, sometimes less. 
134. By Dr. Tierney.-They did every day work, more or less?—Yes; you must always 

consider that they are people not accustomed to work. You must not expect them to go on like 
white people; it is impossible. 

135. Did you feed them at the station, or did they go out to get their natural food ?-
Those who worked were fed. 

136. And those that were worked and fed did not wish to go out after their kangaroo 
hunting?—Occasionally they would take a fancy to go, and we would let them go. 

137. By Mr. Patterson.-When you speak of feeding them, what sort of rations did you give them?—They got a regular scale. 
138. What did it consist of?—Flour, sugar, and tea; that was the principal food ; and tobacco. 

• 	' 
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139. Did you give them meat?--Yes. 
140. Then you had sheep thereF—We bought them. 
141. Had you none belonging to the mission?--No. 
142. By the Chairman.-And you grew vegetables F—Yes ; we had a nice garden. 143. By Dr. Tierney. -Used they to eat vegetables ?—Yes; they like vegetables. 144. And fruit?—Yes. 

station there. 
14.5. By Mr. Patterson.-Were you ever at Jim Crow?—Yes ;  I saw Mr. Parker's 
146. Wh did you thi 

ronk df that establishment?—I think Mr. Parker did all he could, considering he was
at 

 only a 
ptector. He was only appointed to be a protector, but he also took care of their spiritual affairs. 

147. By the Chairman.-Do you think that those reserves or stations that you propose 
for the aborigines should be under the care of missionaries ?—At least, as long as the missionaries 
are there, they should be under their superintendence, and they should have the right to exercise 
their discipline so long as that does not interfere with the law of the country. 

148. By Dr. Tierney. -Would you not think the missionary would be more in his own 
sphere if he was placed to afford spiritual consolation, and if the temporal affairs were kept distinct 	do not know how you mean. 

149.
Supposing there was an establishment formed by the Government and a superin-

tendent placed over it to see to the blacks in point of industry, and then a clergyman to see to them 
in point of mind, and religion, and education, the one to take care of the mind and the soul, and 
the other of the body, and to see that the blacks learned some habits of industry and occupation, 
would not that be the more desirable course to pursue F--Of course it depends upon how the 
Government thinks; but I think they can be well combined together, especially as these mission 
stations are carried on. Some missionaries are appointed for spiritual affairs, and some are 
appointed for secular temporal affairs. 

150. By the Chairman.-Have you any other suggestions you could give to the committee with reference to the subject ?--I do not exactly remember at present. 

The Rev. F. August Hagenauer examined. 
151. By the Chairman.--Can 

you offer any suggestions to the committee as to the best Rev. P. A. Hoge-means of ameliorating the condition of the aborigines of this Colony ?—I think the best thing 
id  ;;Te,r1 sas.  would be to have a large reserve of twenty or thirty square miles on each hunting ground under 

the care of the missionaries. Our missionaries have been located in every part of the world with 
great success, and we have instructions to follow the same system here. 

152.
in fact, your society finds that to be the best mode ?—Yes. When we came to 

Australia, the Government promised us a piece of land up near Lake Hindmarsh, that would be 
a new part altogether. We want to preach the gospel and begin a school there for the children, 
and settle the blacks on our place and teach them and educate them in every point, and the 
children are going on and learning very nicely, Mrs. 	taught some of the children, and 
they learned very well indeed. The place is very far from the white population. Where there 
are public houses, we hear that the blacks go to them ; but this atation is thirty-five miles from 
any public house, and there are no settlers near the place. The land is not so very good, but it 
is well situated, because it is far from the white population. 

153.
Would this grant interfere with any squatting station at present in existence ?-

Yes, and therefore it takes a long time to settle. The Government promised us a piece of 
ground last year ; and when we came out last May we looked about the country and found this 
to be a place well suited for the purpose, and very nice ; and then we asked to have out station 
there, but the Government seem a little backward in the matter. 

154.
Have you any documentary evidence to prove that you were promised it ?—It was only proposed. 

155. By Mr. Henty. -In the plan that you propose, is it the intention to draw the 
blacks from the various hunting grounds to within this area that you seek to have ?—We hope 
they will come by and bye. 

156.
You propose to draw them from their own hunting grounds into this area ?--Yes, they will come by and bye. 

157. By Dr. Tierney.-How many blacks are there in the neighborhood of this proposed reserve F.—Four hundred and sixty-eight. 
158. Are there many young blacks among them ?—Not many young children. 
159. Are there more males than females ?—I do not know. 
160. And you do not know the proportion of children ?—No. 
161.

Have you any further suggestion to offer to the committee F—I should think 
assistance from the Government, for the mission station, would be very beneficial to the blacks 
indeed ; that is, in the way of food and clothing, not only land. 

The Rev. F. W. Spieseke further examined. 
162. By the Chairman.-Have you any observations to offer to the committee with Rev P. W. spie-reference to this proposed station at Lake Hindmarsh ?—We seek nothing by it, because we get let x

seovk.e;m5s. no salary from the Government, and our mission board gets nothing from the Government ; and 
in asking for a block of land, it is certainly only for the blacks ; because, if we go away the 
land will remain behind, and our pockets will be as empty as when we came. 

Rev. P. W. Sple- 
seke, 

continued, 
1st Nov. 1918. 
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Rev. F. W. Sple- 	163. By Dr. Tierney.—Can you ascertain the number of young blacks that there are in 
se, 

conemued, 
the tribe in that neighborhood ?—We shall be most happy, if we can give that information, by 

id Nov., 1858. and bye to do so, but at present we cannot tell. 
164. Do you think the establishment which you contemplate would in any measure 

prevent the present race of blacks from becoming extinct ?—I really think, however feeble we 
are, that it will, for it has been proved among other heathen tribes. 

165. Do you think that it is possible to prevent the present race of blacks from becoming 
extinct in this country ?—If they could be, I would not exactly say, separated from the whites 
altogether ; but, taken from the evil influences of some of the whites, I am sure it would be 
salutary. 

166. Is there much venereal disease amongst them ?—There is a sort of disease of that kind. 
167. Do you think medical men might be advantageously appointed in the various 

localities to examine them and cure them of any disease, whether syphilitic or otherwise?—It 
would be a mercy, I am sure. 

168. Do you think it would be possible ?—Yes. 
169. Do you think the blacks would consent to vaccination ?—I think so, if it were 

explained to them. 
170. Do you think that the law is stringent enough at present, or could you suggest how 

it could be made more stringent for the purpose of keeping them from intoxicating drinks ?—I 
know a good deal about that, and I think the law is stringent enough and good enough, but it 
is difficult to carry it out. 

171. Would you suggest that the police of the country should have their attention more 
particularly called to carrying out that portion of the law ?—No doubt it would have a good 

influence. 
172. At present, the law is a dead letter, and you think it would be an advantage to have 

it better carried out ?—I think it would be. 
The witness withdrew. 

TUESDAY, 9rx NOVEMBER, 1858. 

Members present: 

The Honorable T. MeCommx, in the chair ; 

The Honorable J. H. Patterson 	I 	The Honorable Dr. Hope 
G. Urquhart 	 >, 	Dr. Tierney. 

William Hull, Esq, Jr., examined. 

W. Hull, Esq., 	 173. By the Chairman.—How long have you been acquainted with the aborigines of 

9th Nov. , 'P.,1858. 
this colony ?—Nearly seventeen years. fhave been seventeen years in this colony, and during 
fifteen of those a magistrate. 

174. You have always taken a considerable amount of interest in their welfare, have you 
not ?—I have, from the earliest period. 

175. Have you any idea of your own knowledge, of the numbers that were in Victoria 
when you first became acquainted with them ?—I had at one time, but I have forgotten now. 
I know that, where there were thousands then, they are reduced to scores now. I am speaking 
now of the Yarra Yarra and the coast tribes. 

176. And the other tribes are reduced more in proportion than those ?—Yes. 
177. To what do you attribute the great mortality amongst them ?—It is impossible to 

give in a short answer all that I have to say upon that subject. I believe that those tribes 
were decreasing before the white man arrived here. I do not believe that the vices that the 
white men are said to have implanted on them have been the cause of it, that is to say, 
not those particular vices, excepting the vice of drunkenness. I think that an opinion, 
which has been very current, that the white men communicated to them certain loathsome 
diseases is altogether wrong. That they have communicated it to them, and that they have 
communicated it to the whites, I have no doubt ; but I believe that the particular disease to 
which I refer, the venereal, existed among them before ever we came here, or at all events a 
disease so similar to it, that it would be impossible, except from practical experience, to say 
whether it is the same or not. I recollect that Dr. Wilmott and .Dr. Cousens many years ago 
were called in to one or two most horrid aboriginal cases, and it was declared that the men 
would die, but they did not die, to the great astonishment of the medical men, and therefore it 
was satisfactorily proved to their minds that it must have been a disease, which, although very 
much resembling the venereal, was indigenous to the people. 

178. Then you think that syphilis existed previously, to the introduction of the white 
population amongst them ?—I have not the least doubt of it, and I believe that I shall be 
corroborated by one or two practical men in saying that syphilis exists in all savage nations. 
It is one of the incidents of that promiscuous intercourse and filth which exists amongst them. 
The vice of drunkenness has caused many to die, no doubt. 

179. Do you think the want of proper food and clothing, consequent upon their hunting 
grounds being taken up by civilization, has been the cause of the great mortality prevailing 
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• t amongst them ?—I do not think their hunting grounds were ever of that importance that the w. nun, tsq., 
public have thought ; I believe that they subsist mostly on the opossum, and the murnong ,„„ Ji,P„;;A  root, and one or two kinds of fish. 

9th Nov., 1858. 180. Is there no other cause that you would attribute their quick extermination to, 
besides what you have stated 1—Of course, I am now speaking hypothetically, and speaking 
with great caution, and am perhaps speaking that which I ought not to speak ; but if I must 
answer, I believe that it is the design of Providence that the inferior races should pass away 
before the superior races, and that independently of all other causes, since we have occupied the 
country, the aborigines must cease to occupy it. 

181. Then, in fact, you would not recommend any steps to be taken to try to prevent the 
inferior races being swept away-before the advance of civilization 1--If I were a minister of the 
Government, the only steps I should take with respect to the aborigines would be to have 
stations at certain places in connection with the police, or there are some very humane settlers 
who would undertake the care of a supply of stores, and on application of any of the aborigines 
for relief they should be furnished with blankets, flour, sugar, tea, and such little ordinary 
medicines as a man can administer to himself. I believe (and I speak with much deference) 
that all attempts to Christianise them will prove ineffectual. I speak that from my own 
knowledge of them and from conversation with them, but I also refer it to a much higher 
authority than mine, namely, the authority of some very great and eminent men of all classes of 
missionaries, from the first Roman Catholic missionaries down to Mr. Dredge, and I believe Mr. 
Thomas, the present guardian, is of the same opinion. 

182. That opinion is not held by the Moravians ?—They may probably be an exception, 
but Mr. Dredge, one of the most clear headed men amongst the missionaries, was of that opinion, 
and he was so conscientious a man that he abandoned his office after about eighteen months' 
trial. 

183. He had a quarrel with the head of the department, had he not ?—I do not think 
it was so much owing to that that he abandoned it ; but Mr. Parker, the ex-protector and 
guardian, and the present guardian might, if he were asked, either corroborate or differ from my 
opinion. 

184. By Mr. Urquhart.—Do you think that the blacks do not believe in dying from 
natural causes ?—I am confident they do not, so far as the authorities I can quote, Billy 
Hamilton, Billy Lonsdale, and a man Robert Yang Yang Cunningham, who was a very superior 
man indeed and a highly intellectual man, and spoke English fluently. In consequence of my 
not bringing Derimot to justice for spearing at me they had great confidence in me. That 
was at a corroboree somewhere near where the new military barracks are now building, and his 
people flew upon him and threw him down upon the earth, and I walked off and escaped with 
my life. They knew that I was a magistrate and expected that I should bring him up, but I 
did not do so, because it was my own fault ; I did not know that he was the chief of the tribe 
and the head of the corroboree that was going on, and he was drunk, and I called him a 
drunken fellow, and he immediately took up a bundle of spears, one of which he threw at me, 
and it went into a tree close to me. My not taking any steps against him caused them to have 
great confidence in me, and they used to come to my store at the corner of Little Flinders-street 
by the Queen's Head public house, and look at me and say, " Good fellow you," and I found 
that I had their confidence. Yang Yang became very confident and I could get almost 
anything out of him, but always with a strict injunction to secrecy; in particular, I was not to let 
his uncle, Mr. Murray, know anything he told me. By that means I attained a knowledge of 
their superstitions, and their traditions, and their astronomical notions. My idea, in the book 
which I had time unfortunately to publish on the subject, goes to attempt to trace these people 
up to the ancient heathen nations of the highest antiquity, and in that I am borne out by 
Mr. Miles, the late police magistrate of Sydney, a very clever, though eccentric man, who has 
devoted great attention to this subject, and by Dr. Leichardt, with whom I corresponded : for 
instance, the worship of the pleiades. Their great corroborees are only held in the spring, when 
the pleiades are generally most distinct, and their corroboree is a worship of the pleiades, as a 
constellation which announces spring. Their monthly corroboree is of the moon. The whole of 
the ceremonies and the custom of the lubras doing up of the opossum rug and beating it, is 
precisely that of the Greeks and of the ancient nations, which observances the Israelites were 
warned to avoid. You may notice the frantic gestures of the men. I have observed'them, not 
as many do just to look at the dance, but I have observed them with somewhat of a philosophic 
mind. The last corroboree I ever saw was on the old punt bridge, which was one I got up 
myself for a friend from London. I got fifteen or twenty men there and then particularly noticed 
that, after so many genuflexions, they looked at the moon and bowed, clasping their hands. 

185. Then, do you think that the same description of worship as you now describe is 
inherent to the savage state all over the world ?—No. The North American Indians do 
not worship the constellations ; they understand something about them, but they are a much. higher class of savage, they have a notion of a Great Spirit, and a very high and elevated notion 
of the Great Spirit in one sense. Our aborigines have no notion of God or of a priest, and 
no word to signify anything of the kind ; and the only fear they have is of some imaginary 
being they call Coen ; and formerly a black would not move from his fire at night lest Coen 
should take him away. Now they are getting better accustomed to it ; they see that white 
people move at night and they do not mind it so much, but they are not fond of moving at night, 
even now, if they can possibly help it. 

186. Upon the sea-shore I have found that they have a very indistinct idea of the 
transmigration of souls ; when they have seen the quail about, they have described them as, 

ABOXIGINES.—C. 
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Dth N'ov., 1858. 

black fellows gone. Have you met with that idea at all amongst them ?—Robert Cunningham 
told me " White fellow come from Pindye ; black fellow, when he die, go to Pindye one way west, 
then come back again east, jump up white fellow." 

187. By Mr. Patterson.—Is not that what they have been taught by the whites. My 
brother made one woman believe that' he was her son, and that he died and went to Van 
Diernans Land and came back a white fellow ?—The tradition can be traced far back. They 
have an idea or tradition (and here again I am trespassing upon ground I ought not to touch 
upon) that the first man who was created killed his brother, or rather that he wounded him, but 
that he did not die ; that the man who wounded his brother flew away to the west, and that his 
brother has ever since been searching for him ; that a good being named Karakarock who knew 
of this came and offered to be an atonement for the death of this brother, and they believe 
that this Karakarock is the mother of those women who carry the fire stick upon the occasion 
of all their ceremonies. They always have the fire stick upon all their ceremonies. There is a 
question asked amongst the printed questions put by the committee, as to whether the boys are 
capable of bearing pain with fortitude ; as to that, I would say that, when the boys are about 
twelve or thirteen, they are admitted to the society of men with certain ceremonies, which have 
taken place to my knowledge, on the hill here, just by where the Prince's Bridge barracks are. 
A certain number of boys who are to be admitted to the society of men are thrown in a heap and 
the earth is thrown over them. Old women are admitted who heap the earth upon them, then 
the old men fall upon them and put them to as much torture as they can without killing them ; 
and then they are supposed to be born again. Any fellow who squeals or makes a noise is 
put back for another trial. 

188. By Mr. Urquhart.—I presume you only refer to a particular tribe?—My obser-
vations now apply only to the tribes in the neighborhood, the Yarra tribe and the coast tribe; 

189. In some tribes they knock a tooth out ?—Yes ; I believe the Goulburn do. I am 
speaking now as to the aborigines in this particular neighborhood. 

190. By the Chairman.—Is there any further information you can give in answer to the 
printed questions ?—With respect to death, they do not believe that any man dies naturally. 
If a man dies, they believe that some enemy has inflicted death upon him ; and in old days they 
would not rest till they found out who was the cause of the death. Young men were sent out 
to seek the supposed destroyer of life, and they travelled in a certain direction, which was 
indicated by some grub, which they put on the ground, and as it went they went. There were 
generally three of them. I have seen them sometimes, and you can always tell them by their 
agitated way of walking, and the perfect state of arms that they have ; and the first man they 
meet of another tribe, who is young and good looking, they kill, and take out his kidney fat. I 
am now speaking of what has occurred before me in my own position as a magistrate at the old 
police office, in Market-square. A man was brought there charged with killing another, and 
we got rid of it as being "inter se." I asked him afterwards, " Would you do it again ?" 
" Yes," he said, "plenty kill him again ; why not take his kidney fat." Ho had killed the other, 
but not taken his ,kidney fat out, and consequently the thing was not complete. At Major 
Davidson's station, at the river Acheron, some of the blacks went up from this place to seek 
revenge, and they killed one of Major Davidson's Calcutta coolies. My son went out armed 
to defend the poor coolie, but they had "kidney fatted him," that is, stunned him—taken away 
the fat by an incision—and left him lingering in death. 

191. By Mr. Patterson.—They took his kidney fat out before he was killed, did they 
not ?—Yes, and that is absolutely necessary, according to their idea. The blow that is struck is 
generally struck behind on the poll ; and when the man falls, the kidney fat is taken out whilst 
he is still living, otherwise the thing is not complete. I saw, in the year 1842, a procession of 
twenty or thirty blacks walking the boundaries of this town, and I walked wi,th them up Bourke-
street from about the junction of what is now Swanston-street, to where the Government offices 
now are, until I got tired of' walking with them. They were evidently bewailing the occupa-
tion of this place by the white man. They were singing low and plaintive songs. Referring 
again to the subject of their corroberees, and their worship of the stars, I may mention that one 
night I showed Robert Cunningham the pleiades, and he said they were the children of the 
moon moon—moondick, and very good to black fellows. The name of the moon with our tribe 
here is Meniyanand it is a very remarkable thing, that in the early periods of the world the 
earliest children Of Noah were called the children of the moon, and called Miami or Minye. I 
believe that, if the aborigines are treated well, they are almost incapable of being treacherous. 
I believe, to show kindness to the blacks is to secure kindness to yourself. I never had, and 
never should have, any hesitation in going alone with any number of blacks, provided I could 
be certain that I was not mistaken for any one that had injured them, 

192. By the Chairman.—Sir Thomas Mitchell's experience is very different from that ?-
Yes ; they saw Sir Thomas with horses, and mules, and men, and all armed. Ignorant and low 
as they are in their minds, they know well enough when their land is going to be taken away 
from them. 

193. By Dr. Hope.—They would not revenge themselves upon one white man for 
another white man, who had acted cruelly towards them, would they ?—No ; it is always a black 
that they seek, not one of their own tribe, but one of some other tribe. 

194. Supposing one of them had been murdered by some other white man, and he escaped, 
would they keep up a'"bad feeling towards all the white men in consequence of that ?—I do not 
believe they would, and I have no reason on earth to believe it, for the blacks have pointed out 
to me, all round Swanston-street and that part when it was all bush, particular settlers, and said 
" Very bad fellow that; no good that fellow ;" and, on the contrary, they have pointed to others 
and said "Very good man that." 
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195. You mentioned that the blacks do not travel at night ; but is it not the case that, by 
late accounts from Moreton Bay, there have been several of the settlers and shepherds there 
murdered in the middle of the night by the natives ? Probably you will recollect the case of a 
family of the name of Fraser ?—Yes, I recollect that ; but I would observe that I followed up 
my observation as to that by my remark that they imitate, as all savage nations do, the superior 
races. They find that white men are in the habit of travelling by night, and they have got rid 
,of a great deal of that dread which they formerly had. 

196. By Dr. Tierney.-Have you ever had any of the aborigines working for you ?— 
Yes ; you cannot depend upon them, they commence with an earnest desire and intention of 
working steadily, but their habits are so erratic that the slightest thing makes them go off, unless 
by some weeks or months intercourse you have got well grounded with them, and then you may 
to a certain extent depend upon them. You cannot well depend upon them in taking a letter 
for instance. They have an idea, if you send them with a letter, that it is something to be done 
to them. On my station at Holcombe, my son-in-law had a black of the name ("Colon, who 
was picked up on the Kellar plains by Mr. Protector Parker about eighteen years ago. He had 
been deserted, and he was brought up by Mr. Parker ; he could read and write, and was perhaps 
as intelligent as some of our bullock drivers, or of that class of people. He was at Holcombe 
for some time, and it was impossible to have a more faithful servant, excepting when he got 
drunk. When he got drunk he was a perfect madman. 

197. Is there not a very general habit among the whites, when they get any little 
service performed for them by the blacks, of giving them drink 7—There is, and a very 
scandalous habit it is. For years past I have always made it a point, if there was not a baker's 
shop or a butcher's shop near at hand where I could lay out the sixpence, I gave them nothing. 

198. Do you believe that, very often, when the blacks get in a state of inebriety, they get 
the drink from persons who are not publicans ?—I am sure of' it. 

199. Would you recommend a more stringent law to be brought in to prevent persons 
giving drink to the blacks, especially in the interior ?-I would; and I really think that to give 
a black money ought almost to be made a misdemeanor. 

200. Or to give him drink ?—To give him drink most decidedly should; there can be no 
mistake about it. The publicans have been blamed, and it is but fair to relieve them of some 
of the blame that has been attached to them. I do not believe that the publicans sell the liquor 
to the blacks themselves. The blacks are knowinu enough ; when they have a sixpence or a 
shilling they give it to some fellow, or get some little child to go and get the drink for them; and 
if they give it to Some low man of the lower class of people, then they all drink it together. 

201. You have described a case where a chief attempted to kill you when he was in a 
state of inebriety; in that instance, do you think that it was from a public house or from a 
private individual that he got the drink P-1 think in that case it was from a publican. When 
I came back over the old punt-bridge, I said to the punt-keeper, "I have had a very narrow 
escape :" and he said, "I was very sorry to see you going over that way; I thought you would 
come to some harm, for that man Derimut is a very dangerous man when he is drunk."  

202. Would you recommend that the aborigines should be kept out of the townships 
altogether by some enactment ?—I would, most decidedly. 

203. Do you think that, if that were carried out, they would be bettered in their own 
condition ?—Yes. What I would recommend would be, that there should be stations here and 
there, as might be most convenient. There are police stations all through the country at certain 
distances, and I do not see why gentlemen throughout the country should be burdened with the 
stores; it would be no burden or any increase of expense to the Government, if every police 
station was made a depot for the necessaries of life. 

204. As you have been yourself so much in the confidence of the blacks, did you ever 
endeavor to get a child to take under your protection for the purpose of educating and nurturing 
it ?—Never ; but I saved a child's life from the attack of a savage dog in 1843. 

205. Do you think it is possible to get the children given up in any instances ; do you 
think there are blacks who would give up their children for the purpose of education ?—Not 
one, except with a mental reservation that they were to derive something from it, and that 
after a certain time the child was to return and visit them ; and they invariably go away when 
they get to a certain age. 

206. What time would that be ?—Just about the time when they are old enough to 
enter the tribe, about twelve or thirteen. 

207. Supposing a child were educated and taught European habits of industry up to 
that time, do you think that would be any advantage F—No. 

208. Have you never heard of instances where children have been given up by their 
parents ?—Yes, but the result has been that they have gone back again. 

209. Some have not, and some have ?—You may recollect a man of the name of Tommy 
Walker, of Sydney ; that man was supposed to be a converted man, and he could deal with the 
Scriptures almost like a priest. There was a place called the Devil's Hole somewhere near 
Sydney, where no white man would go at all, it was so dangerous ; but this man, Walker, was 
so firm in his religious convictions, that he would go there when no one else would. But what 
was the end of it ; he at last broke out and became one of the most abandoned and wretched 
blacks amongst all his tribe. 

210. By Dr. Hope.-Where was he a native of ?—Somewhere in the neighborhood of 
Sydney. Dr. Tierney will also, perhaps, recollect that there was an aboriginal black who took 
all the prizes in one of the schools in Si 	

m
dney. I do not know of that myself, but I have heard 

.4)f it. 
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W. Hu11, Esq., 	 211. By the Chairman.-Have you seen Mr. Thomas's black boy ?—Yes. 
ed 	 212. He appears to be quite weaned from his tribe ?—There was a black boy named continu, 

Oth Nor., mu. Jemmy, who went with Mr. Bunce in all his excursions ; he has turned out as bad as any. 
213. He was a Sydney black, was not he ?—Yes, I believe he was. With regard to 

traditions, I may say it is not generally known that the blacks,—Cunningham, Murray, and 
Old Bembo, say that their grandfather, " My uncle," as they call him—they do not know the 
word grandfather, my uncle is the term they use for all progenitors—recollected when Hobson's 
Bay was a kangaroo ground ; they say, "Plenty catch kangaroo, and plenty catch opossum 
there ;" and Murray assured me that the passage up the bay, through which the ships came, 
is the River Yarra, and that the river once went out at the heads, but that the sea broke in, 
and that Hobson's Bay, which was once hunting ground, became what it is. 

214. Would not an observation of the ground lead you to believe that the water in the 
bay had been higher than it is at present, rather than that the soil of the bay had been higher?— 
I only state what their tradition was. 

215. But observation would lead you to believe that the sea had been far higher at one 
time, and had been receding instead of encroaching, would it not ?—That might be, I only state 
what their tradition was. 

216. By Dr. Tierney.-Do you think there ought to be some law to compel the European 
population to pay the blacks for their services by some means or other in the way of clothes or 
food, and not in drink or money ?—I would not employ a black at all, if I was a settler. 

217. But they are employed ?—They are empldyed, but I would not employ them ; I would 
give them the necessaries of life and let them seek their own mode of passing their life away, 
giving them food and clothing and medicine. 

218. If the committee had evidence before them, to show that they could be made to till 
the ground and grow their own produce, if a station were made for them, would you not think it 
advisable that that should be done ?—I am only speaking as far as my knowledge of them goes. 
As far as my knowledge of them goes, and so far as my information from others goes, I know 
that they cannot be depended upon ; that they will dig, there is no doubt. I recollect about 
eighteen months ago going upon an excursion with Mr. Thomas, the guardian of aborigines, 
to see some of his children (as he called them) up beyond the Yan Yean reservoir, and we 
found five or six blacks digging a potato field. Mr. Thomas expressed himself very glad to 
see them occupied in that way, and one of the old men said, "Yes, me never go away from 
here now, me tumble down very soon ;" that is, he should die, and potato digging suited him, 
he knew he had not long to live, as he expressed it that he should "tumble down soon." 

219. By Dr. Hope.-Have you had any experience or knowledge of any aboriginal ever 
continuing.faithfully attached to a family where he was brought up ? Supposing any family had 
taken a black from his tribe and brought him up as a member of the family and educated him, 
has he broke loose at some time or other ?—Yes, his tribe would come for him, and if he did not 
go at their command, they would kill him. 

220. Would he not have a sort of inherent desire himself to go away at that time ?-
Yes, no doubt. 

221. And that is the experience of almost every person you are acquainted with, who has 
tried the thing ?—Yes, of every one that I am acquainted with ; but that the aborigines are 
capable of strong attachments, and have more virtues than people generally give them credit for, 
I am certain. 

222. Is there any further information you could afford to the committee relative to the 
subject under consideration ?—In the select committee which sat in Sydney many years ago, a 
black, who was supposed to be civilized and christianised, was examined before the committee, 
and if this committee could get Derimut and examine him, I think he would give the committee 
a great deal of valuable information with respect to himself and his tribe, which would be 
very interesting ; he speaks moderately good English, and I was told by a 'black a few days ago that he was still alive, and that he "lay about in St. Kilda." The last time I saw Vim was 
nearly opposite the Bank of Victoria, he stopped me and said "You give me shilling, Mr. Hull." 
"No," I said, "I will not give you a shilling, I will go and give you some bread," and he held his 
hand out to me and he said "Me plenty sulky you long time ago, you plenty sulky me; no sulky now, 
Derimut soon die," and then he pointed with a plaintive manner, which they can affect, to the 
Bank of Victoria, he said, "You see, Mr. Hull, Bank of Victoria, all this mine, all along here 
Derimut's once ; no matter now, me soon tumble down." I said, "Have you no children ?" and 
he flew into a passion immediately, "Why me have lubra ? why' me have picanninny ? You have 
all this place, no good have children, no good have lubra, me tumble down and die very soon 
now." They are very sensitive, and they are all destroying their children now. I was at 
Seymour about twelve months ago, and I walked out very early in the morning as the sun was 
rising, and I saw a black fellow and his lubra, she had just got up to light the embers of the fire. 
There was a baby there, and he went and kicked the baby as far as he could kick it, evidently 
with the intention of kicking it into the fire, but he saw me and turned round and'was as polite 
as possible immediately. The poor lubra took up the child, and two such hideous objects I never 
saw, they were a perfect mass of sores, both of them. I said to the man " You very cruel." He 
said "No, me no cruel at all, me want to die." In the words of Stizelecki, I would say : 
" Leave them to their habits and customs ; do not embitter the few days in store for them by 
constraining them to obey our's, nor reproach them with apathy to that civilization which is not 
destined for them:' 

The witness withdrew. 

I 
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The Rev. Septimus Lloyd Chase examined. 

223. By the Chairman.--The committee understand that you have given a great deal of ata itvx...7etr 

	

attention to the subject of the aborigines of this colony ?-1 have taken a great interest in it, 	" 
but I have resided in Melbourne principally. 

224. But still you have been connected with missions ?—Yes. 
225. The committee would wish to hear your opinion, whether you think it is possible 

to civilise them by missionary enterprise P—I have with me a paper giving an account of the 
station Poonindie—[ The witness delivered in the same.— Vide Appendix A.] They have had the 
same difficulties to contend with in the colony of South Australia, and they have fairly overcome 
them, and it has been upon information derived from that colony, principally, that I have built 
my hopes of success, as far as experience goes. Though I am quite persuaded that success would 
follow from Divine promises, yet, as regards experience, I have derived encouragement 
principally from the effort made there with so much success. 

226. Had you not a mission station for aborigines ?—We have one now. 
227. Where is that situated P—On the Murray, at the junction of the Darling. 
228. That is not connected with the Moravian missions at all ?—No. 
229. Have you succeeded with your mission ?—May I give you a report of our mission : 

the third and fourth years are completed and I brought with me the report.—[ The witness 
delivered in the same.] This is the history of a little boy I had—[handing in a book]—and I have brought with me his copy book, to show how a boy of that race may improve. I may 
mention that he was only under training for about eleven months. 

230. You took him in from the tribe ?—He was neglected in the streets of Melbourne—
no one owned him, and some poor children got their mother to attend to him ; she afterwards 
communicated with me about him and then I clothed him ; and when I was about going to 
England, thought perhaps he would go with me, and might be educated and trained as a 
missionary. He had every advantage when he was in England—he was treated not as a servant 
but as a son, and educated in the highest point of view at an excellent school for a short time, and he improved wonderfully. 

231. What was his ultimate fate ?—He had a cough, it gradually increased ; I could not 
at that time bring him back. I had to wait and it resulted in his death. 

232. By Dr. Tierney.—Was his death very rapid ?-1-le was ill for a few weeks. I do not know but what his cough lasted some little time, but it was rather rapid at last: 
233. Wag any medical man attending him ?—Yes. 
234. Did he say the disease was more rapid than it would have been in a white person ?-

I do not recollect asking the question : the principal doctor of the place attended him. I 
do not know that I could give any very satisfactory answer to the question. 

235. By the Chairman.—Then, upon the whole, your mission has succeeded ?—No, it 
has not succeeded, excepting so far as gaining the confidence of the blacks, and the missionaries 
are acquiring something of their language, but we fully anticipated that it would take some time. 

236. You have hopes of their ultimate success ?-I have great hopes of its ultimate 
success. At Poonindie they have a magnificent station. They have had the greatest advan-
tages, and those that are there are married, many of them. There is a village consisting of I 
forget how many huts, but the natives there are so superior to the wild blacks that they rather 
look down upon them, and the wild ones really look up to these men. 

237. By Dr. Hope.—They have given up their nomadic habits entirely ?—Yes. 
238. And become fixed settlers ?—Yes, they are self-supporting ; they cultivate the 

soil, and cultivate sheep and cattle. They have the same advantages the settlers have, and 
under these great advantages they are living and self-supporting. 

n9. How long has this been in operation ?--I think five years. .When I was in Ade- 
laide, in 1849, I made particular inquiries as to the school there. They were doing everything 
they could for them, but those who had charge of them were perfectly hopeless ; assigning as the 
reason for it, that they no sooner got good but they got harm again. Children left for their own 
tribes, and got a great deal of harm, and, eventually, when they grew up to be young men and 
young women they were taken away and went back into their own habits. The remedy of this 
station at Poonindie arose out of this state of things. Seeing the children would be lost alto-
gether if they were not separated from contact with their own people, a clergyman in Adelaide 
undertook to separate himself and them altogether, and he has succeeded. That clergyman is 
the present Bishop of Perth ; be was taken from the station and made Bishop of Perth. • 

240. By Dr. Hope.—Then was this exclusively an educational establishment ?—The 
institution at Adelaide was an educational establishment ; it was a school where they were fed 
and clothed, and they were taken to church on Sundays, and so on. 	 • 241. By the Chairman.—Is this establishment you allude to at Port Lincoln ?—The 
first I mentioned is. The establishment at Adelaide was a failure, because they had no means of 
following it up. At the time when those persons might be married, then, all was lost ; and to 
remedy this state of things they were taken away to the station and gradually increased in numbers. 	• 

242. By Dr. Hope.—Had any of those arrived at that age spoken of by the last witness, when it would be necessary to give them the rights of manhood, to go to their own tribes ; had 
they come to mature age—twelve or fourteen years of age P—It is not a school at Poonindie. 
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Rev. s. L. Obese, Originally I think they were couples that were taken there ; at all events, there are now about 
gth 7;04,718.  sixty blacks, and out of that number there are at least twelve married couples. 

243. It is, in fact, an industrial farm ?—It is altogether so. The men are engaged all 
day in operations out in the fields, and in the evening they have an adult school. In the day-
time the girls and little children have a school. 

244. Then, you would reason from that case, that we could do the same here, and settle 
them in that manner here ?—All the objections that the public raise here I found there ; and, 
also, that there was no remedy; just the same as the feeling is here. And, if it had not been 
for this particular scheme, I think they might have been hopeless there still ; but now it is 
decidedly proved that they can be recovered. 

245. Then you would suggest the establishment of industrial farms, on the same principle, 
to a great extent, subsidized of course by the Government, and ultimately to be made as much 
self-supporting as possible ?—The station is not only an industrial institution, but it is a 
missionary station ; and what I would suggest would be, the greatest encouragement to 
Christian missions, giving Christian missionaries the opportunity of carrying out their mission in 
the same manner that that gentleman at Poonindie, partially by private means, was enabled to do. 

246. In the absence of Christian missions, while the blacks are being cut off so fast 
as they are, do not you think the Government might try to settle the blacks on industrial farms 
under the charge of a missionary ?—What I would suggest should be, that the best sites which 
they look upon as rendezvous should be chosen, and the Christian missionaries should be per-
mitted and helped to carry on missions on such sites ; then I think all would be done that the 
Government should be called upon to do. 

247. And in the absence of their taking them up ?—Then the Government should provide 
an industrial home. 

248. And that would require to be on their own hunting grounds, or else the tribes would 
not come to them ; each tribe would want a separate ground for themselves P—I think they are 
so mingled now, that that would be unnecessary. 

249. I believe it is a prejudice that they would not overcome, and it would be necessary 
to have each industrial farm or mission on their own hunting ground. There is a superstition, or 
rather a custom amongst them, that if they go off their own hunting ground they will be 
murdered by the tribe to which the ground belonged ; therefore such a mission should, if possible, 
be started for each tribe ?--That may be so. 

250. Could you give the committee any information with reference to the great mortality 
amongst them—what you think causes it ?—I have not been amongst them myself to judge from 
experience, but all the inquiries I have made lead me to suppose that it is owing to drunkenness 
and vices that have been prevalent among them, more especially since the whites have been 
in the land. I have asked in a great many quarters, and have found that that has been the 
evidence on the subject. 

251. Is there any other information that you could afford the committee on the subject?— 
I would say, that I think that the lad I had under me was not at all a bright specimen of a youth 
originally, but that the improvement he made shoved that they were capable of equal improve-
ment with white children. I  haveehad  a good deal of experience of white children, and I 
should judge that it is very much the same thing to teach the natives as the white people. On 
the whole, I would give the preference to such a boy as that. 

252. The mental power is quite upon an equality ?—Yes ; up to a certain point. He 
could not continue long upon a subject. 

253. But he was naturally a boy of bright parts ?—Of quick perceptive parts. 
254. My own observation is, that they are quick, but of very little perseverance ?—Yes ; 

they are very sensitive in their feelings ; and it struck me that the very best treatment that can 
be given to them is what they require ; that we are justified in bestowing upon them the very 
best treatment. I believe their feelings are very acute, and anything in the shape of ridicule or 
feeling in one's own mind that they are inferior, indicating mistrust at all, would be perceived 
by them, and it tends to•degrade them very much ; and if we wish merely to do them good, 
they ought to have the very best of every thing in regard to the best instruction, and to be 
treated in the kindest manner, and I believe they are worthy of it. This boy was very sensitive 
to ridicule. Any unkindness would be immediately seen, and kindness won upon him. I have 
noticed that they are looked down upon. I did not expect myself to find him so forward when 
I saw the child was looked down upon and despised. I felt it was very much against him, and 
I think they improve very much in proportion to the kind of superior treatment which they 
receive. Great stress has been laid upon their leaving after receiving instruction. I do not 
think they lose their instruction. It is only natural that, unless some provision is made for 
them in regard to marriage, they should leave and return to their tribe. 

The witness withdrew. 

• 
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