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	 Appeared on behalf of the orests 

MR. A. KO; 	 Appear:3d on behalf of the Melbourne 
AetropoIitan hoard of Works. 

W  

DARRiAt If Your 9Onor pleases, I am here to appear in toese proceedings 

on behalf of the Yoreste Ocimiealon. 

TElt ONMISSIONgRs I welcome your appearance e  Mr. .larber, ht at the same time 

I wish to pay -that 1 regret ttot the office of advocate *Lich nas 

boon filled up till ao by 	Lawrezoo is to he vacated by him. 

I wish speclally to say to 4r. Lawrence that I think he has 

performed his part IL a ley in *hi oh very few men could have 

perforsed it. 	He has bacl to cape with the gravest of 

difficulties in the presentation of Liz oase s  and throughout those 
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very trying a cu.tncee, he has been guided obviously by a 

vasry strict sense of honor. 	I do not wish to dilate upon the 

difficaltiee he has met with bat they have been very obvious, und l 

 r. ere► ce, 1 think you have carried out a very onerous duty 

in a very honorable and auccessfal way. 

MR. f,t'tCRI I am deeply grateful to Your Heuer for your very generous 

reearke aed I can assure you that T um very eepreciative of ail 

your kindness. 

U. WAWA* I miget say that throughout the course of tneee eroceedinge 

I e to have the advanteee of .Twine Lawreece instructing 

Me• 

aistithgamaLALima morn and 4anined. 

	

MK. 4012aNi;i4 shat is your full name--•George Clifton Purvis. 	I tens 

etorekeeper and grazier residing at go*. 

Oars are your grazing intereste?e.eeI buys four fares around about the 

oe district mei grazing licencos out in the area behind 

iillee elbow), between here eed 
	

River. The grazing 

licencee are obtained from the e,hods eartee 

eave you any licen es frem the Yoreete 'eapart, sent ?M-- too. 

any of your properties damaged by fire during January o f this 

year?---I bud one eters burnt at eoojee. 

1e Vita the only pleas ehere your interests were affec eat * ■40 have 4 

store at erica also. 	The actual property itself was not 
the mills 

affected, but/ in the die rict ,aearee and that automatic ily 

affected the store. 

id the fires ease through the areas that :sou are using for grez 

They passed through  the bulk of them. 

enderstend that you hove certain views about the causes end rev teen 

of fires ih this area. 	:rill you give thooe views to the 

solimiesion in your own words?---In introducing myself 1 -Atilt 

to say that I have sixteen stores throughout Jippeland. I am 

the 	ging eirector and the biggest eharebolder. 	Our 

interests stretch from Wairnsdale to Trafalgar. 	I have been 

in Gippeland for 30 years, living on the frieze of this area. 
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e here stores at 3rica and Noojee also. 

I aould liks to make it olear that despite anything I may say 

here, I nave no personal aniaosity against the forest* Department. 

as a matter of fact, I know the big majority of the Forests 

A'ficorel personally and I think that they con rise as fine a body 

of ?en as we have in our palate 5ervitle. 	I have no co' platat to 

aake in reaard to them as public aervente at all; it is only that 

are so keen that they hate to see even a little 	tree 

destroyed and that ie 
	we think differently from them. 

believe that a lot oftiae fires around this area on the bad day in 

January were due to the fact that eo many farmers had failed to 

burn off and protect their or propertiee. 	They did not burn 

off because they were afraid of tkae ftreete ,,;ommission coming down 

on them. 	-verybody used to burn off many years ago; we would 

meet a few of our neighbore and any "Atat about a fire". '443 would 

to;;ethor, burn oft', and protect oath other, our renews, anti no 

on. 	The.rs was no danger, and no trouble can caused. 	No 	89 

if we want 4 
	we nick out in the dark, light it, and let it :;rr. 

are afraid to tell even our next door neighbor because the 

eels -orasission is eo definitely opposed to fires anywbere, t15a 

we are afraid to ad;: it that we have anything to as with then. 

a resalt 1  the bulk of the farmers do not burn their land. 	suring 

the last week tap to January 13th when Pi ro were coming from 

different quarters they realised at the last minute that they had 

to burn to eave their property and their lives. a lot of people 

burnt protection breaks out in this country at the lastainute, 

and, of course, those fires went back into the forest where they 

all mot in one huge fire. 

une result which canoe from lightins fires in that way is that peo 

will not stop to put them out in order that they should not be 

charged with lighting then illegally. 
	 On a bad day you 
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cannot put the fire out once you light it. 	You just let it go. 

Tlig CO IOXaRs I think that what qr. °means has in mind is that it a 

man burns off ordinarily within the prohibited period the does 

not stop to wateh it in case he is caught?. -k,acactly. 

If we sere a °erased or foroed to burn off *  we would do so in the 

the year or in a late period when there is a heavy 

ew on the ,trournd. 	Practically right up to .;hrietmas time in a 

normal season there are heavy dews every morning and a fire will 

not burn for more than two or three days. 	I know  taut peumenally 

aid I never make any secret of the fact that we burn.cur leaped 

country in order to aet feed for our cattle. 

aa.Ow f.; At what time of the year do you do that?---.as early 

possibly can. 	If we can get e burn in November *  we burn then. 

Tide year we burnt in November. 

We nave been told that raziere generally do not burn at all during the 

proclaimed period be use they much ;'refer to burn after that 

period. 	,hat do you say about t at?--alt may be so but 

special circumstances apply to special cases. aor aily this is 

a very wet district. 	e have a 40 to 45 inch rainfall and 

frequently if you we.it entil after March you will not eat a burn 

at all bootteee the weather has broken and everything is too damp* 

If there is e north wind in November or Jecember we go out and 

burn and 	the fire lasts for a couple of days we are lucky, 

because as soon es the wind dies down the fires aces out. 

not the whole evil in these districts be that the proclaimed period 

is not suitable for this particular area?---Yes. 	In my 

opinion the period should he proclaimed at different times for 

different parte of Victoria. 	one proclamation for the whole 

of Victoria is unsuitable. 	This being a wet district * 

 normally we have not been alven a chance t© burn except in the 
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proclaimed eriod. 	There aro a lot of other causes' is 

connection with fires amongst which ars railway trains and 

railway omen burning off. 	For instance, we know of 

fires arising in our dietrict not many miles away from here 

where railway gongs have been berning alongside the railway 

lines. 	The fire has been let go and in one ease it went 

etraieht into rcan lend that was alongside the line. It 

burnt one maa're fences very severely. 

hat time of tee year wee that?---dest prior to 13th Jaeuary. 	It was 

after let Jwiary. 

,hat railway line eas it?---The ,a1balla line ap near apala. 

apart frcpm burning the fencee t  did teat firs at aser---It jut went 

back into 	h rcjwn land. 

O you now of aril cases of fires boine lit by sparks from traine?--- 

I have seen fires tor whieh we blamed sparks fr m trains. 

(e did not actually see the eparke Mart the fires but they 

sprung up when the trains had gone by. 	n that dry 

period a steak of grace eitain a quarter of h Nile of the 

railway line at 'oe caught aiight under the faraer'e eyes. 

r,ad been stacked for nthe su the fire 41se not caused 

by combustion. 	a spark from semewhere tvpt into it and it 

went ee while the furmer •eatched it. 	y the time he et 

there with a thicket of *titer it was too far one to be 

stopped. 

in the case of au tier •farmer a few ailes out of a;e t 

 a fire started a few yards away frem his name right out in 

open grass country after the Ailballa train had passed. 

.e cannot !swear that the fire was onimand by the train; it 

may he boe caus d by a spark from firs beif a mile back 

in the forest whicheae burning at that time, but the neareet 

fire was at least half a mile espy. 

Vaa the eine blowing from the direction of that fire towards! the farmer'o 

preperty7a-eYee t  but it was not a strong wind on that 

particular day. 	 eampers and lightning are reeponsible 
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for fires also. 	The other day one of our truoks was 

travelling along the road and the tarpaulin on it fell 

on to the exhaust pipe which set fire to it. 	truck 

spread burning tarpaulin along the road for about half a 

mile, 	It set fire to the -irinee's Highway fur about that 

distance end we had trouble in getting the fire out. AM a 

ttsr f fact, our driver did not 6Y41 ►  know that he had 

caused the fire until a an 0 ►  a motor bike came along and 

formed him of it. 	Fortunately, the wiad happened to 

blow the Zia oe on to the railway side and railway property 

only caught fire. 	the wind had been blowing on to bush 

country, the bush would have caught fire in just the ego, 

war. 

The last big fires in 1926, 19Y., and i.n January this 

year• that have affected rice and floojee have come principally 

from the west and north-seat. 	None of our serious fires 

coins fr • the east. 	in regard to the problem of protecting 

tne good forest country, that is, the good soh country, I 

consider that a big break 20 or 30 miles long should be con- 

Otructed. 	t the present time the Awaits n lesion puts 

little brat/ 	ft. wide tiarough the forest. They call them 

fire breaks but we would not call he by that name at all. 

theyjr be all right as tracks out definitely they are useless 

as fire breaks. 	4r. darling and ar. Denby were trapped in 0116 

of those fire breaks and it has bean proved that they are only 

lives. 	In Iv opinion a bi break should be 

constructed north or the khompson river, just below the 	d 

country. 	It should be about 5 chains wide Ind. ohould be 

definitely cleared. 	It should be kept clear it the sc rs way 

us the Iaectricity Commission keep.' its tran mission line clear. 

Al scrub and everything of the kind should he kept cut down 

all the time. 	o big break should he formed acroes this 

A ojee country on the western side in the same , y forging a 
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sort of semi -cirole around the good ase forest. 	I am 

not worrying about the meesmate because the firoe do not 

hurt that so mash. 	Amt break would be used only as a 

burning back break. 	very year they could burn beck 

from it into the lower ehd poorer forest areas. 	If the 

country iu burnt Seek for halt a mile or ore tiara •ould be 

a big line of burnt country in a kind of '410mi-circle to atop 

the serious fires before they got into good forest areas. 

38/4NARe ehet is your reason for euggesting such a wide break 

if it ie merely esed for burning back purposes. 	Is it eo 

that the wet will not be trapped? -  -Yee, and so that there 

will be no chance of a change in the wind or anything of the 

kind blowing the fire beck so that it crosses the break 

for inetence, if the wind were very choppy. 	Fire Graate e 

its own wind. 	hen the fire is lit, the wind may be 

blowing in one direction but soon afterwards it may be blowing 

the opposite way. 	The fire causes e draught. If a fire 

is lit on a narrow brew it ia only xsgcasaary for the wind to 

turn and it will (shop the fire etrooe te break. 

MR. GO .N3i There mient be an eddy in the windle--ence the fire has 

crossed thee break one bad day, you are gone. 	Another reason 

in favour of a wide break is that when standing timber that 

canght fire is cut down it ay throw sparks for a. long 

distance back into forest country. 	Nith a half ails 

break that de 	overcome. 

THE COMMI$SIMR1 end those trees would throw sparks back or to the 

other side, across the break, if they fall that way?---Yes. 

All standing timber on any side of that break should be 

removed. 

(page 993 follows). 
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.)o you think a break of that kind you describe would have been nay 

asaistance on Yriday the 13th?---Definitely, because the 

fires would not have reached the extent they did. 

It would have, to soma extent, decreased the intensity of the fire-- 

Absolutely* 

Ttd.£t f 0 	loL At If you had had permission you would not have waited 

until the 13th?---Now 

You would have burnt before hand?---1 was speaking to a 	4ileon at 

Noojee who has a small patch of bash. 	Ho told me he 

burnt it in October, and this other fire which went 

through on January 13th west through it gain; but that 

bush is still alive and green. 	1-;;; said it was not burnt 

because the fire was not intones enough to affect it, 

so that even a fire travelling over a burn a second time, 

as it sae capable of doing this year, would be so light 

that it would definitely cut out. 	We were trapped in a 

fire goiag to tics on the 13th we were carrying water 

at the request of the ;Arrests r:ommission at Jxica, and were 

etopped by a fire which s blowing at a terrific pace. 

It was at the golly at TAoondarra and the moment that fire 

reached a place that had been burnt earlier in the season 

it practically cut ri ht out, and we rods through the 

fire without any dancr whatever. 
	Aron a break of half 

a mile or less is quite capable of stopping any fire which 

would start in the low country. 	The fires start in the 

low country but do not gimot get big. 	it is not until 

they get into the big forests that they get ouch a big 

blase. 	inside that break, of course, would not 

permit any settlement at all, fenders or anything. 	1 think 

if there sere a ny settlements inside the Forests Commission 

should have to buy out those farmers, because they would be 

a definite aienace. 

'or what distanue would tiers be no se tiemeat?---fhere would be no 

settlement lr ide the break at all. 	1 - could put the 
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break round the good ash country - what is left 	 otr valuable 

country • which I presume will grow again. 	If we are going 

to protect that country in future t would not allow any settle-

ment inside it, because if someone is burning inside it is useless 

to burn outside. 	Of course, Omit break would have to be 

burnt regularly every year. in my opinion WWI you got that 

break clear, like tab Olectricity Oommission so break, there would 

be no troubie In keeping clear; it would not be an expensive 

job. I think the Oleo r city i;ommission has a reasonably good 

idea for cleaving the florist in burning periods. 	They have a 

caterpillar tractor wick irons irk front Tike a bumper bar. This 

tractor woiks over the top of the low so rub and smashes it down. 

done in the ;.:anted hills to protect Walborn. otter it is 

down it is very easily burnt, because it is broken end. half dead. 

S think a scheme like that could be worked by the Forests Oonala ion 

if th , 	a tractor to keep down the scrub and undergrowth. These 

tractors ote 0 reasonably cheap way of keeping the undergrowth down. 

1 would certainly insist that oll people holding leases, and in the 

foroing community in efts like the ':ridge ond FUMi should be 

compelled to burn them as often as it is gooeribie to burn to protect 

all of uo. 	it is no pod expect 	 ).ty to go 

this ridge country, and the country here, and to prohibit 

ea from burnino. 	they have to burn to save their lives and 

clear their from; forme. 	if you i-4.tive land you t ve to clear and 

stove stumps. 	You cannot do that until you get suitable vieathsr. 

if you are not going to mellow a an to born, how is he going to clear. 

T think it should be compulsory to burn se often« its seible. 

O:.......ohenever you oot h settler who was inexperienced, or did not have much 

sense, you would have to watch him with his burn. 	hat would you 

think of the soogostion that there should be a local O.omeitteo to 

decide when and were burning skis 41d take place durino uses s unnier 
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0661904 at the beginning or end of the summer?• 	think it would 

be a very rood idea If there was a local committee 	hush fire 

committee or semothieg like that, formed in every -  area. 

, oommittee of experienced men?---Yes. 

If you left it to the settlers, some are carelose aomo inexperienced 

and some have no oases in those matters?---:Yeeagree with that. 

there were experienced filen ro ifie the when they would have to burn. 

do you thine that would work?---eork in conjunction with the 

Forestry officers? 

perser in authority who would take charee of the burning 

I think that would be u elisudid idea. 

JR* GOWAN$: Would you give the ,orestry officer the right to forbid 

burning under any ciroumstancee--. -I do not think I would give 

the officer the sole right; I would like to include 

W4MITITONTRt A committee authorised by law to guide than in that 

way. 

ea. CUN51 I supposs a °jelly in a case ere thsre is likely to he 

danger or damage in ash ferests?---1. do net think hey should 

burn where there is any dahger of burning ash. 

ere there any mountains 
	

in this area?---o, the good ash areas 

are behind. There a d et section z of ash; but it is 

in the mesemate country where the fires should be burnt to save 

the fires 6etting beak into the aeb. 

:"tiiiMi4U0N4R* Suppose you have such a 0 	 I have sue eted 

v/t/ oriled by law to order a man. to burn and. supervise the burning 

and 71 burn out his grass; what about compensation. 	ould 

you put a tax on the local inbs.bitants heoeuee it is for their 

,roteetion, or would you 4o to the :..ovornmant?---1 think that if a 

man knew it was coepaleory to burn he would regulate & time to 

protect himself. 
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He would burn at the beet season for 1=fsass3.f?---Yee. 	
No would - 

to burn but I do not want to burn yet as I have some 

cattle". 	to would ask the authority could he wait for 

anoter month. e ere compelled to cut our blackberries 

and ragwort and destroy them, and it would be just the same 

if 40 were compelled to burn. 

They may not want to take their blackberries out but they 

want to burnt---Definitsly, if a pasidoc is a 71ensce to their 

farms.. 	If they awn a bush. bleak it is not any good to them 

salsa it is burnt. 	f:Attle die in gross hush of compaction 

and cripples. 
	On a n - 	the cattle do remarkably well 

in the slater time, in the rose & weather, 30 you woulJ. be doing 

thom a good turn if you but it for turn. 

You have told the Oomadesion about the 	ere 4410 hns/0 leases. from the 

Forests 	elusion or Lands Oepartment burning for the next 

year food. 	o you think there ere any raziers wino do 

not do thst? - --In my experience there sire hone. 	rem only 

talking about this central appelend district; 2 do not know 

anything about the pyaziers In any other pert of the country. 

y 	ink there ure any graziers who do rot burn in the prohibited 

season. 	T aeax.&'raz.iera iv the hilly country bore it is 

difficult t o get u iur: outside th rIg^ot.ibit€d period? -1 

cannot 
	of northern or 'wester Victoria or any place like 

that! s can only speak for this Upueland area. 

It woulti be hard to het P burn outside the prollibited period?---le sanest 

get taro :moat in very.  luck years. 	cannot g a  ot 

burn unless 40 arc fortuate enough to gat one early in 

.oviembec. 	Vise mri sent wo wet two or three was de y$ the 

einister bring in the '''roolation about a ?tenths earlier 

that before. 

You art root supposed to burn?---No t  he is nlways one otep .lead 	us. 



Mil 0. S' 0 	On your evideece you are always one step *bead of 

hint- ee* try to be. 

t. tY ar Have you ever ticked a i='ore try Officer for pereiesions to 

burn during the precleimed period?---tad. 

:ave you aver heard of anyone asking for pore ion? -Yea, ) eased 

for permieeion just back. recently; not the permission 

of the Forestry officer but tbe local policeman. it 

waa a 60 aore ploughed paddock. and there were 3 acres 

in the middle with millet ,rowing; sell round it. 	It 

we burnt on the four sides of that 60 
	

The 

three acres in the Addle woad net burn in ordinary 

times. 	It vas tea-tree. 	I asked the poliesean 

for .ermisoion and he aeid it *me only waatine the 

time of the ;Orest Commission to aeply at the moment. 

You know a police officer has no power to give you oercieeiorx to burn-4-- 

1 underetund it goes thr 	him to Os .oreete Co•mislion. 

You make your application to him and he passes it on to tYe eorestry 

Officer?---Yee. 

You yook the advice of the local police of leerlee I did not burr o 

 although there vas no risk. 

ever heard of people aekine Fereetry officer for ermi e 

to burn during the proclaimed period 	eennet pay 1 

have. 

ea knew nhy it le they ar reluctant oca ask for peroission4---ho s 

 exoept that L e, - think they will 4* refeeed, so they do 

riot bother. 

That le a vomnon i eeling, --Yes. 

erawing the enelvey of blackberries, rhea are you reeeired to cut 

your blackberries la these ar e 	I think we are supposed 

to cut up to about ;Seeceeber. 	ea :et e notice frem the 

Poxioue cede Inepectur. 

Whitt tins do you get x --afferent people get it at ilfTerert periods 

You are reeeiree to cut within 30 deye of receiving the 

notice. 

:Whet about yoareelf1---Jseelly about the let e ember. 



That means you are required 	 6at rid of your blaokberries within 3D 

days at•er int . -ecombert---T0e. 

Of course, thorn are two ways of getting rid of blackberries, either to 

cut or sus n'thee.?---ven if you cut then you have to burn 

trioa afterwards, because it leaves so much (load bramble next 

year you eainot cut. 

Whoa you get your notice in ,.soomber, de you Mal there is a temptation 

to put a match ia the biaokberries and run the risk ofgetting 

away with it Froclamation or no i'roolumationi-- laotherries 

Imlay 	 the river banks and more or less in the 

clean country. 	I have never heard of a fire getting away 

when burning blackberries. 

avea assaming you have not heard of it, dra you knos he .ther it is a 

practica in thia nei borhood to set a match to bluo Oerriee 

when you ;et the ootice from the aoxivus esala Japartment7--- 

;Lost of them cut first and pat a match in afterwards, because 

j'at putting a match in it maks* the Job ail the harder tne 

next year. 

that is so. 	The of 
	on h also booa info 

otter parts that it acv 
	

trouble by just putt 

tch int---I would say that is an alternative, because in 

'thecs parts they meetly cut and then put 4 match in. 

regard to thesod. mountain ash country, of which I woo 

opeaking previously, and which Iaaggest should have big 

breaks sank around 	uld not allow any sawmillins inside 

that orea• 	I think that nowadays withoodorn aqualumai 

!wort and .:;nod roads, sawmills oaest to be concentrated 

in to special towns. 	I. do not know about other parts of 

Vio•but in tale aisca and around •ho Dow awl sorest I 

should say loojoe, 	and :m•ica could be three forest tocce 

where the sawmille could be eonoentrated• 

The loge oould bo hauled along good roade;yhich would have 

to 	constructed out 	the forest country into those towns. 



Th1 ',10MVI011Uttt 4hot would be the advantage of that?---In the firat 

place the conditions ander which the average $awmill 

worker lives are not ideal. 	They are juat in small 

wooden huts round the mills. 	Their school facilities 

for the Children are very bad and the living conditions 

for the children are bad. 	sometim,:u have to send 

the stuff into some of those mills by pack horse, or 

send it on the tram which takes the timber in. 

(Pas L )OO follow%). 
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AINEsT3(ontinued)t - 	;some of the mills in th A.ica district have 

no roads into them at all. 	You either neve to take 

prc>rrieions in on horse back or eend them in on the traml ine  

on which the tinbor i, carted on the trueke. 

part from the comfort of the aettlers, what about the question of the 

Oftgety of the mill workers and proprietors? -There would 

be no trouble there; they woold not have to worry about 

their lives or aatout getting the people out of the bush in a 

time eueh as we experienced in J 
	y last. 	The 'porkers 

would have better living 	ilitieee 	T. em 
	smiller 

and the 	Dore would have to be consulted regarding 

the practicability of my suggestion* At present log 

carted 	tantes to Uolbourne on transports. If it 

can be done over a long route surely it can be done by carrying 

tee 	into a eentralieed district. 

logs that have been corted 	 9 but 

still 1 at told that they ee riot be carried t 
	

n a 

town close to the forest?- --tL miller at :':craven is carrying 

his timber for a 101) distance. 	4f* is dragging loge for 

ceneiderable dietances, and toere is an=sther mill owner o e 

similarly Pre-.: -j:raralgon. 

30WANSI What are their 	 • 4.1ris, 	 and s.-Loviston, 

Where is also ;;live king 
	 Noe, but he has 

purchased that will since the fire. 

?RI 
	the Are teen, any easmillere gresent here this o ge, 

two. 

Oerhape we will have the beAsfit of tneir evidence later on7--, -1 am not 

making the euggestion iv. connection with the poorer type of 

timber country, such as messmate country. in that oleos 

of mill you must mill practically at the timber on account 

of the dead haulage of want, Unbar. 

I am talking particularly about the good ash country, which 

is worth doing something to save, timber that ie worth 
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eauling when you get it. 	The value of ash fer kiln 

drying; makes it ever eo much more valuable than the mese-

mate, therefore, the ;idlers could afford to haul it and 

eo to more expense to get that class of timber, because of 

its increased value. 

iould it be more expensive, except for the waste that you carry with 

it and *high has to be discarded ehen you Let the logs 

to tee mdlle 	ft bee all to be hauled some distance in the 

end by somehody?--eI cannot see that it would be much rec ta 

expeeeive, especielly in the good country where there would 

not be mace waste log hauling. 	In my opinion it would be 

a definite aefeenard in the bush, because 
at p•eeent the 

eldest heaps are burning all the year, and they are a 

definite menace. 	At Minett •s mill at erica they iv ere 

burnt out twice last year, once right back in October. 

You would root nave a crew camped in there, not star;. the winch crew, 

because they ceule come 	with u laree truck of timber at 

night?---e few eilee oy motor truck le neither here nor 

there. 	ot ealloura there are pro ably 13U employees 

who live at as and 0 eaokwards and forwards by motor car 

or motor cyole or bicycles eace day. 	That is about five 

and a half miles. 	there live at - 'Wort  which is 

miles away. 	ransports would ee running; backwards and 

forwards into the forests to get the to a, and transportation 

could quite easily be arranged to take the MOO to the mills 

the morning and 
	their homes at night. 	:hat would 

ne)t be a serious proposition. 	There would be nothing to 

stop the eeployees living on the fringe of a good area, 

if toeu anted to live quite handy to their work. 	ehey 

would be a few mile* out of the area, but I elefimitele would 

not allow the mills inside the area. 

ee. e g# 3: Have you ever hr d oceseeion to go into the question of 

the extra co et involved from the poiut of view of millin ?--- 
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No, I would not know anything about the oust of e sawmilling. 

I have lived on the Rigs of sawmills k:11 my life and have had 

an intoree 	oao or two sawmills, but they ware not a huge 

paying propoeition. 	I would leave that question to oractioal 

sawmillere to -6,  4i a I am only suggesting it ass an idea 

and 3 think 3044a as va.e praotioul sacmillars should be called 

to give their advice in connection with it. That is practically 

the whole of my a 4w4104. 

Anco the fires of 1926 and 1332 i oupocee you have hs.a an opportunity 

of sesin WAat 	J .eszexit ?sail taken in the dtate Toreots 

at ;rico and boojeo oy 	 :.:omiesioh to try to rrske 

fires less probahle. 	.,oat io your opinion about that matter. 

you rr..i z the i testa 40maiic .04 Lon detle ll that it caw to 

mako fires less procabla3 -- ; 1 think the 	that has 

by the Yorosto Coib 	on is goiog to make for 

iggor fires every Les yoarsi 

is by adoptiog the general policy of l.e sv:ir,therests free from 

h au po iole?---Yes; it is Just saving up for tho 

rainy day. 

lot us assume for the time being that that io the ri.tht policy to pursue; 

do you know what steps have beet taken by the eoreate Oommiss on 

since tte last big urea la the district to make fires loss 

probable?---The only thing I know or is -Vs conotruction of 

9 ft. tracker. 

Nave many of those tracks boon oonstr , 	d 	 six yaarel --- a9 

quite a few through Via rica Ji.arhot. 

you know anything about the Noo4so dia',.riot?-- -t4o, hot out ok; 

I do not i:now much about that. 

Ana those the only moasuros taken by tha Fereots jomnission that you 

have observed?- -Yes, they are the only measures I 

personally seen. 

111-FK 	ISSICWA.3 	neverting to the suggestion of supervisory 

committees for the purpose of burning and to watch burning 
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off do you know if you would be able to ge experi mood sten 1110 

would be willing to act. 	or inetanoe, do you think local 

business men would get on bed tern with the people in the district 

if they accepted a pooitioa oo that committee?---There would be no 

trouble in getting men to act voluntarily on a. country. 

 the ;:ommittee of men who have to make the decision. 

of three men were appointed in each d istriet would you 

fire brigade. 

a Gonsittoe 

be able to 

get three experienced men to take that position, or would they be 

etrold of gettirr., into bad odour with their neigkboure in the 

district".---1 think they would pr — bly co-opt the assistance of 

the local •taxiouscede innoeotor, the Atiry 4upervieor or Inspector 

or some of the ,Aire Of ficials. 

e used ass shock absorbers?-- ;`;'"ore or leap. 

t euppose alret.dy ttrey are not very popular?.--They are travelling through-

out the district and they enderetand local conditicos pertaining to 

certaio farmers. 	They would know better than. I would who would 

be travelling 410A; the mein road inly. I maid not know the 

conditions of a tamer down on the river. 	if he oent in a repor t 

that he did not want to burn for three 	 weeks', I would not be 

in a poeition to say You mast burn now". 4en travelling in the 

district continually would know that his report was incerrect 4  

if that woo the case. 	They would know whether or not he had 

atoll* there, and could eay whether he was go in 
	asking that he 

be allowed a little extra time. 

The r3misa point ie you think that you would get experienced and reputable 

who would be willing to accept the position?e--Yee, I think 

so, because we readies the enormous dosage caused by fires in the 

last few years. 	People living hero, and who have lived 

here under these conditions, realise that the fire menace is a 
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terrific danger. 	I Think there would be no trouble 

about getting the co-operation of the main body of the 

people. 	̀here would only be a few who would prove to be 

anything like snags. 

Are there any sue h. ?ire drigades in this district 	 0. 

De you think you would get co-operation it you tried to form one h e?--- 

Nee. I do not think there would be any trouble about it. 

e have only to ring the fire boll in any of the towns 

around here, and we would beve 100 men ready to go out in a. 

very Overt time. 	That happened in January last, when we 

hag. the men end the motor trucks available at once. 

xe t -ey experienced men who know whet they ere doing in the bush?--e 

Yee, definitely country eer, born 'zrid bred in the country. 

.fteay know that when they come out to fight a fire they 

must. firing ruches in their ueekst, 	That 	 ne of the 

principal t3 i.n;e to bring with.. them. 

eo they sehmit to leadership, and appoint a leader to 3irsat them?---

Yea, tree y eeve gangs and they work together. Definitely, 

there is no trouble. 	he reegonse of the people on 

January lJte. sae eondeehl, and the same thing applies 

right ka 410a0out that period. 	The r,Auntary efforts 

around thia dieerict were ebeeletely outstanding. 

e ooeasione, which cannot be foreseen by anybody, the teen arrive 

in a great eurry and then sort ti;ar alvee out into '4Euig 7•-- 

"5i° tIlkiy accept the leadership of one maxi, or of eeveral net 

eenerally one or two men take charge d the °there fall 

in. 	:post of the men would know that a man was talking 

cna o eue) in connection with these thine s, and if he 

was talking, oommoneenee, they would follow him. 

eow do they get ee for equipment?---thie year ee were fortunate in 

beieg partly equipped by the •state ,lectricity ;:ommiesione 

That .,:emmieeion loaned trucks, knapsack hoses and ouch 

.00 

10040 	 PURVEi. 



things for fire fighting purposes. 

What about slashers end reWee?--est had our own slashers, rakes and 

sueh tin. 

If you formed a eush Vire drigade hers would you need to 4ve the 

younger members of the community or any membere of the 

community, any instruction on the method of fire fighting, 

or do you think they already have a rair idea of that werk?--e 

Not swab instruction is necessary for those born hrs. 

They are born in an atmosphere of danger from fire all tho 

Mao 

It iS mainly a queetion of eauipment ti erganisation?---Yee, mainly 

the provision ef quick transport to get the men from one 

eeet to nnotter with the least possible delay, to where the 

danger ir meet naperent+ 	There would be no trouble about 

1;etttyz. treeks and cars in moot cases. 	On the morning of 

•iantseee tire I walked out into the street, called for a 

fleen oars and they .  were there -within Jive minetes. 	Ito 

truoky were there just ae apeedily and within a few minutes 

0 men lIrt Me for that fire. 

e (*Undid reteeree• 

10I4I nderetand you are the manager of a number of Aeries 

and arc a business nen in this district?---Ifes. 

have iou 	much aetual b' 	exneriente?---hat do you mean, live 

in ibt,  hush: 	T 	farms ell eround this area and 

cattle smsing in, the,5ush. 	T muster them myself when 

I wait haidav fr,J ,1 .*LaUnese. 

Your uouaa occupation is that of 4 buoiness man but you venture into 

tho 

 

ht 	nooneiormily - te that a Pair estimate of 	- 

I should eay I.smfrewoatly in the bush. 

i understood you to say that farmste all around hers prefer to burn 

early IA NoveMber?---If v* eel get it to Wm, 

You wore cuateting that you were prevented emu burning in Movember 

by the Proclenctionl--eMo, I dnx did not eaggest that we 

were prevented in November, tut we were prevented fro 
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hurnlna by tlle weather. 	As somas we gat a few fin 

days ui wtich ws could burn* the ProOlusiatioi, outs, in. 

I thought you eugested test the "iroslamation proventeZ, you frocs 

burnin in November? - --No. 

4ith tie exception of this year, you realise that the Proclaxiution 

has never previously cone into force in $ovember?-- ■Yoo. 
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MR* 	ii 	t I snipe your pa ve read the Pr el 	.out--- to, but 

I s se in the press that Mr. Lind had issued a 

Proclamation - No Ares - that was all. 

tip you realise that wider the Proclamation you 0a..11 burn for certain 

periods without a permit, wren during the proclamation 

period?---lo. 

You do not realise that 	No. 

TfLg OMUI58IONais Haw are they to know 	 when koowl d e of the 

Proclamation is not dieeeminated, that in unless they 

look at the advertisement columma of the paper. 

UR. 8 i s ao understand that U. preolamatiora are distributed? 

I know that there wea some question bout that. 

COUNISSIONERt They are distributed at TAnaes where they are 

least likely to be seen. 

I should he thought that persons who wore interested 

in burning off would take the trouble to read them? 

1111% 	010M4 if toey could find th 

VA. BAAUlt (To 4itness)x Wits ,Aggeoton theta loo Oommittee 

ohould be formed. -.Ute you think that a policeman would 

a useful member of that Oommitte ?---Y0s, definitely. 

You. 	 et a number of local policoman. 	Tram your own, 

knowledge do you feel they would be compliant and proper 

people to serve an the :.:!ommittos or to run the eammitteat 

would say that 80 per coat* of them would be. 

fiat is the precise reason in your opinion why the settlers must burn?--- 

fhey would not be hers at all if they had net burnt in 

the early stages. 	If you take over a forest block, there 

is only one way to clear it, and that is with fire and the 

axe. 

by should it be neceeear o continuo to burn when it is cleared. 

1 are not saying it should not be done but I am asking you 

to tell me why it should?---if you go up the road running 

past this hall for a few wiles you rill rase that a lot of 
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farms abutt on to remote or rough timbered land. In many 

inetaects they have faeces running around that rough country. 

They have to burn in order to protect those fences and to 

protect their grass ehich is inside the fences. If a fire 

comas through the bush and sweeps the grads out in dry 

weather, it will even) out the whole of their assets and their 

buiidinge also. That happened in the last fire. 2 think 

th re were 26 hoses burnt within a few miles of wherein. are 

You are putting it t 
	

burn for protective eu oeee7---Yee. 

le there any reasu as for tbeir work end their livelihood, 

that settlers must barn?---Only in the clearing of their seei-

rr+us bleckse hulk or tot have roo f  half-cleared 

ich has to be cleared in the summer time. You cannot 

oeden logs in the wintertir e. 

	

sib's to get a second burn ex 	n a hot vie y day?---It is 

not possible to gat a oece without a windy day. it ie 

not necessary for it to be hot bet there must be a strong wind 

blo eing. 

xou spoke about the complete isolat3.on of the as country. 	you 

rogard it as deoirable to hove any burning within that 

country at all?--eNo, I would not like to nee any burning 

at all in ach country. 

Tou would just leave it in its eetursl sti 	--Yes t  providing a 

fire break wen made 
	

t that 4A11,0 big 	• not one 

of those 3 ft. break • 

Do you kn x ehother any requests were made to the Forestry Officers 

for permits to burn during the lest proclei ed period?--- 

Nti, T could not say. 

YOu just said that you would not have any bur 	inside 

the break you suggest. 	I pre same you foresee that even 

though the mills were re ovid f  that would not de away with 

	

falling of the timber. 	timber has still to be 
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fell 
	

In as country, or in any country do you 

corei der it proper for the beads of the timber to b• left 

lying unburnt inside the breaks 	the forest?- 
	definit ely  

not • 

:/au did not mean that?0 ,--No, tnet is only burning up the rubbish. 

-aars referring to not having any widespread burning for protective 

purpoese, other than the heads?---eexactly. 	v;race the heads 

are dead they will barn on any d ecent day at all as long 

t all wet. 	fbey will not burn in the 

They e ill am in any mildweather mid the fire Brill not 

go any further. 

iren if the 'lie were removed in th way you euggeetee 	would 

still be this problem in the rehire: areas- oi dealing with 

the fires ineide the breake7---for the heads, yes. 

you know much about the condition of the i rest in thiu district 

with regard to the headeT- No, I could set say as to that. 

I go to the mills but I do not go right back where they are 

actually telling the 	y much. 	es far as the 

mills is my limit unlese a want a day off. 

You sto sanggest that the mille 
4ie  taken out of the forest ?---Taken out 

of the 	forests only. 

r tood you to eay that they 	 to be taken down earer the 

towns?---Yes, but I do not sweat taking them out of nessmate 

or low country where the poorer grade timber grows. I *sly 

advocate taking the Bills out of the first class timber ems 

where the timber ie highly valuable. 

The laostion of OX;40Aud hes Imes raised. That do you think about the 

proposition 	patently it to your uwn idea - of haVing one 

big efficient mill instead of a Large number of small QM less 

efficient mills, as to whether that would net,in fact, overcome 

the little extra oost of treneport?---)o you mean one big 

efficient oill in the bush. 

ewhers out of the bush as you eu,egeeted --That ule create 
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YroA think that the monopoly aspect would be objectionable—Us. 

Mere would be a fair number of these big mills for all that. 	For 

instance, theremuld be one in each main valloy?-4hat 

valleys do you means 

I moan in all of the main valleyo. 	will mention the Unjil and 

the Tarrago Ulye?--.here are quite a few :411s up khoe, 

valleys now. 

it is a question of whether there would Se au y grout oaring if we could 

reduce a large number of losz efficiont mills and put in 

their place fewer but more officient mills. 'Would not 

that support your idoa?---1 do mot kAGW. 	o is to 

judge the efficiensy of tho mill. 

I was making that u basic, of empolitiona 	Aasuming the mills were 

mere •fficient s  what o you think about it7- Tho ftroste 

Coamission might have a. different idea of officieney 

from the sanmiller or the goaaea publio. 	It othrid be 

hard to find a judge of offioiency. 

actual coat of working migbt prove hots 	it was efficlout. 

You do not seam to have thought of thatLapect of the 

matter. 	Your iadd mmm to get tha millo out, having 

in mind the question of oufety and the living conditions 

of the people- -Jproad color e lonz tie? I thin* that 

would be more economic. 	Marinette hay* been burnt 

out twice during this 12 menthe and it hos boos a 

tremendous cost to the Lira to poi-mild again. Look at 

all the other mills that have lee Wilt oat. According 

to press reporta S.xtcns lost 41.000 wort} of seem 

timber which was stacked in the aashs 	That &WAWA of 

timber, which they could not get out in time would pay 

for a tremendous amount of transport. 	Otter sawmills 

have to be built again which cost* thousaluto of pounds. 

very now and again you se* mills that have been burnt 

out. Odhea l s mill in the ..augalotoatallay ham been 

burnt out three or four times. 	got tired of it and 
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and gave the Aeas up. 	•l,sard took over his mill. 

Fortunately he saved i.E on this cocaoion but he ila4 E. 

torrifie fiat to do so. 	The east that is ipourrod hy 

the burning of these mille every few years shoold be 

credited to the cost of heulto into the Centralised 

towne. 

additio 'the 	' tieeor ovsr the law sere 7 in your 

propositi : anO, 1 	r 13/- in the other proposition, 

that would be eometh 	ors to your at 	Amen 

shillings where? 

"L'evet shiUthgs over the saw; in the stack after you have cut 

In the bush. 

1n the town?---As against lo/- in the bush. 

Yee?---They would be ruehin& up there now it it were as good a s that. 

VA. BARON: I do not quite follow your suggestion. i.10 you want to 

ham the mills token right out of tie ash countre---Yee, 

the Food ash country. 

want them to be ialken out of 	 poorer country 

Jetauea the poorer country is not ruined by tire like 

the soh country. 

I thou ,4 you bused some of your argumente at leaut on the comfort 

and the safety of the workers ievolved?--shat is correct. 

".
pat of the mtate country is lower down, closer to the 

towns. 	l'Adme of the mills out here, for instance, are 

almost al° gall, good, sanded roads. 

They live around these areas and they have their motor 

care end good roads. ?hey 9s to work and they have 

school facilities i.thout any trouble, ahareae back in 

the big country, there are no such fotilities and they 

cannot even get their cars in. 

You would bri them out of the forests that are dist.ant and 

difficult of access and leave th • in forests that w era 

easy of access and fairly near towns?-- Yee. 
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There is no real distinction between nmeemetw and aw as far as your 

plan is concerned except that in fact it usually happen* 

that the ash is t the difficult and dangerous forests 

and the messuiate is in the osarer i'orostei ---Ies, 0-4. our 

experience round here. 

In Yogurd to the burning of heads. do you appreciate the fact that 

there will be some danger of destroying the young growth 

in the ash forests weer,. those h 
	

hurnt?-- Yes, but 

if you have one million acres of forest and you burn half 

a design young saplings it is not going to tweet the position. 

In general, do you appreciate that the earning of beads doers tend 

very often at any rate, to destroy young growth?---It 

night destroy a little of it but if you try to save 140 of 

tho tree*, you only save them for January 13th. 

Of course, the heads in ash country would be pretty well unburn 

after one winter had oaseed?---Yee, booabso of the ander- 

growth which would cover the 	d they would be sodden. 

That is, in normal years. 

WA GOV 4 In drawing, this distinction between me:assete azd mountain 

ash country relative to shifting the mills out, I think 

you r.aid that in the cuh of dtountain ash you would he 

able to bear the coot of trui 	t f 	batter than in the 

case of mosemate---That is correct. 

t is more vo.luuble timber?---Yes, ones it is sawn, because it can 

be idsect for kiln drying which makes it become more valuable. 

That is another reason for suggesting tint the mills be taken out 

of the ash country but left in the meesmate country/--- , 

 That is one meson. 

$ITICtS$ THUM 
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RIAAIIUNTeAt 
	end examined. 

A. 	ANer •hat is your fall rueate T---Wdward hunter, end I an a termer 

living at :soe. I am the President of the earracon shire. 

I understand you were concerned in the recent fires to some extent, 

although your property vas not affected?---That is OD' 

'ou have heard the evidence given by the ssreviousa wit es a, gr. Pelmets, 

do you desire to add anything to that evidence se fares 

wheat he says NS to the causes of fires in this distriet?--- 

?reventive fins are what I advocate for doing 

away with heavy bush fires. 	I sum the eaeition up this 

war you have the choice of two methods, smell fires or 

big fires. 	The wountuin ash ountry is not subject to 

firee eithout extensive heat. 	that definitely, 

because 1 travelled It:rough the mountain ash country about 

a week before these dime:strolls bush fires. I venture to 

eay enless it oaas a fallen tree that had a live head on 

and Aied 	ild have very great difficulty in starting 

a fir,* at all. 	Awes absolutely green - green wild 

oats, green ferns, green timber and scrub, and practically 

moist at that. 

001001631- 	:ow I° , before the fire was this?-eeit was the day 

after Boxing ')ay. 

hat part of the country were you in4--eThat wen in .eartton is area. 

vas out and eround that 

tiee 00WARS1 Tat is near the source of the Tenjil river?--eThat is eo. 

To control the fires you t$41r0 to et back out of that 

area into the casemate and stringby bark areas where 

the ti,ber ie not 	h good at all. 

ence the fire gets into the mountain ash area it burns pretty well?--- 

It does with extensive heat, but you have to get a wall of 

e to •tart it going. 

I underet*od the fires round here were probably gores in that are on ce  

it got in there?--- robably they were as bad, but 

i do riot say they were worse. The extensive fire and the 
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heat at caused long before it reached the 4ou stain 

ash• 

;rid you notice anything of the condition of the bush in that region 

from the point of oleo of unburot heads? ...1Jo l  not a great 

deal. 

there was not a great dial of heads uebatrit7---Noi, not 

that ebetrved. 	They were cutting bet 7 elan not out in 

that area to any groat extent, so t cannot say definitely* 

telt .,-ou yourself observed any of the stops 41, a:g en by t hs ?°rests 

Couraiseion it `the forest areas in recent years ?---Yes. 

ve they been doing mainly to prevent firee---In my opinion 

very little as far as preventing the fires. 

004A4 	Uk‘Wts' l'erhaps you can a ay what in your view ought to be 

4040, as 
	.1 your ohnervation, whet has h,:ct done-- 

In my opinion what ought to be duos is to control fire 

in the 010114 am:to country, that is systematic burning. 

bring about that systematic; burning you must mains it 

compulsory. 	Al) neve settlers ell round t:ese a Wies 

whet-  v 	io 6ecent country. 	4.set deal of that 

area is 	ka. . up with kft 100 acre, 200 acre, did 310 acre 

blocks. It takes a man a lifetimt to 
	uat r€ au 

Yrom year to yoar he has to out and clear a little fait  at 

a timo. 	There are many of those settlers wbo are neglect- 

ful and they will not burn when they ought to. 	There are 

others 4b a burn to n certain extent. 	°mistimes it has 

been neglected at certain periods and they Ao on until 

the danger arises. 	They have 	visas and laminae 

and all their belongings and they take t .1::-A r isk. 	They 

really mould sot be allowed to take that rick. 

GOIAN s Do you approve of the idea of bavirlt. a local committee-- 

Certainly. 	I think local advice ins 	ore valuk,ble 

than anything else you can get. 

it would not he very mu ch g..od moking the farmers ourn off if you 

were going to leave the Oro= lands in a dirty atate, 
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or if you were going to leave some of the forest areas 

unburot?---Certainly not; not in this Mmesmate country. 

Mat are we going to do if the forests 080mile/ion does not want to 

burn. are you going to make it compuleory for them to?--- 

They want to alter their policy. 

1 do root supposes you Quick givo power to the local committee to 

make the Forests ;omission burn in its own coontrytoolt is 

a matter of co-operation; they should work hand in hand. 

oc 1 conditions 	ractically every part of the t;tate are 

diff rent. 	In this area probably the P oclumation is 

iosuod far too *sari it Say be to late * 	'urines t 

is only a matter of comematense to guide them. 

41114 you have a oclamati at ail?----It mioht be ndvieable, but 

it wante to be administered the way it should be. 

that is tts condition of the Crown Lands in the neighborhood of 

your holding?--o ht the preeent time they are bur' to  but a 

deal of thaw has been burnt einoe t e Proclamation. 

barnt by the boob fires?---Yera. 

condition of those Or000 londs beofre those at bush 

fires?---A lot of them very very dirty, obeolotely dangerous. 

Have you aver known anybody from the omode zeuartuent to take steps 

t, burn oft in Crown lands?---?o.. 	They hove boom just 

getting dirtier and dirtier, until they are cleaned up by 

fires. 	TNery fire that roes through, eauese them to become 

dirtier; they grow"( more undergrowtho 	Theyw ant looking 

after. 

Oo you know of anytbint being (hole by the hands partmett in those 

unoccupied Crown lands to maker the fire menace leas?---Nothing 

at all. 

ore they regardod as a menace?---Abeoluteiy, unless they are controlled. 

.ere there any other ideas you desire to add to wbut has already been 

said?---I do not know whether 1 can add anything to what has 

been said. 	 I have lived in the bush all my life 

and have traversed all the forest areamy 	It aces seam 
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to Jty mind very advisahle a great number of those mills shoal 

be withdrawn from the expensive timber areas. 

you have big fires through here in 1932?---Yes s  but not to an 

great extent. 	were more in the mill area at :':ri m.  

The last big bush fire round hers was really in 1926. 

as anything done by the local inhabitants after 1426 to make things 

better for the future?---Not a groat Java. 

suppoee you ftnd they fatten forget about ii?---Yes, they would to 

some extent s  but they have not the power to do it a$ they 

wish. 

4R4 iYAhRita t You . 	been a -Aire :.:;ouncillor of arraech Shire for 

some time---Jast about 20 years. 

. while ago you were gpeaking about co-operationwith the Forests 

ommission. 	'tee you romembeafterthe 1932 fires the 

Toreatry of±'icere wets t to the Qouncil and eektml for its 

co-operation?---Yes. 

'erotand it the ..;euncil p 	d 
	

oration 

of widish they were icapable?--..,That is so: 

au ever tall any aastingn to further that orovealt- 

oftaat---fhere were no spacial meetings, but it was discuxased at 

the Council table on Many occasions. 

Did you ever 	 any public meetings or anything like that?---Not  

that I can remeMber. 

In other words, 	you tell the ; .;o • - ion what was the co-operation 

with the xcsreastas Oommisaiont I do not mean yourselfs I mean 

the 0ouncil?---wde pa % up tie proposition. to the Poreste Gommiselon. 

the proposition?--.-The proposition was just what I have 

outlined. 	I wax at e conference with the Ameets COMMies oh 

at Traraieon or .3s 	I am not cure which, and we dia.:maned the 

whole propoeition then. 	£ wae delegated to speak by the :Aire 

'„!ouncil at the time. 

THZ Weald:$ -10/1441 Who did you meet at that conference s  your 10601 

forestry 0ffieer s  the district officer or the inspector. 
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You did not meet the :)eoaltissioners7 --There was one man Erma 

Melbourne; It was not Mr. 4albr itb. but I cannot roomber the 

man'e name. 	There w' e one or two from Melbourne from the 

Voreste eommissione And I thiek there were two or three Forestry 

Officers. 

;hat reception did our propose get?- - * 	 nothing e very good 

oeme of them. 

MARBigai You made a number of propositions to the leereet r Commiaeloo 

which amounted to telling them what they aught to do? -Sxactly. 

beyond that, have you dons anything to co-operate with the local Forestry 

officer for fire prevention?--eNo. 

'You): aid that whoa dealing with Croon Lande every fire cane ea them to 

become dirti ►rt-"fhat is so. 

All you explain the value of burning off in those lands?---To contrel 

the undergrowth. The undergrowth is dogwood, eoreb, ferns and 

eau forth. 

You would suggest and be in favour of co 

something like that?eeeif it is pousible, burn annually. 

) a local settlers we have heard about from tine earlier witnave 

burn to clear their blocks originally?---Yes, that ie so. 

I o ppose ttey clear a little at a time over a long period of years?--- 

That is so. 

Hann they are Wurnino they ueually burn the whole block, do they not?--e 

They will barn at the 

They hope to Burn?---Theyoannot burn the hole block; they have to 

preserve certain amount of the block for their stuck. ,efter you 

have burnt the land is denuded of the tallest growth•)d it may be 

for a lengthy period; it just depends on the reins. 

e. K111,50: The Doom/salons eked you to say firstly what you thought 

Owed to be dune, and escondly what was being done by thaeoreets 

COMMiesiono I do not think you answered the second question. 

COMMI3SIOURI I think it was a rhetorical question. 	I asked 

hi0What ought to be doss, and having bean told that, I understood 

very little was being done. 	E er2eapa we gee n ask the witneee more 

specifically. 

burning or 
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ni  KtitS•4 Do you tmow whether any burning such 	you describe is 

being. done anywhere by the torests Oommissionoutaide 

the ash country, very little indeed. 

Nit 00M1$1: iias the Commission done any burning in the past; if 

so, 	 it beS done none tit I am aware of 

MR, KELSO: ,C,WheriWeems.40. 

Do you know of tny other of its activitles. 4as any forest thinning 

been undertakenf.... ,•Yes, I personally saw an area that was 

being tninned t  where they had the boys camped over at toojee. 

That did the Commission do therett simply thinned out, cut the acrub 

and undergrowth clean and made the floor of the forest -Tits 

clean. It looks, mid is, an excellent job, providing 

nothing happens to it. 

( t-ere AAat parts thinned out and the thinninge 	 8, the Commisdion 

burnt the thinntngs. 

THE 00MMI6tI0hEtt What size trees would be taken out in the process of 

thinningny tres from approximately two inches to six 

inches in circumference. 

how high would they be-ion; slender poles. up,to 40 ft. high. 

The ()omission cut them out and destroys them?.-es, the faulty trees 

are taken out, to see that the trees do not grow too thickly. 

What happens to the trees that are taken out? 	hey are either burnt 

or antedff, Pij ftr as I oa I say. 

The Commissiot would nava to leave the trees for some time before they 

would burn? -The majority taken out is small stuff. 

MR. GOWAN. 	The Boys' camp masa t t,och Aver near Woojee, was It 

Yes, I think so, 

The activities oft he boys would be confined to a small trea?..4. do not 

ink they did a very big stea l, I was only a passer-by 

and did not sitex inspect the area. 

It IS not there now, is 
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Do you know for now many years the boys' camp was there'n•-.1 think it 

there until just before the big fire. 

It was only there for a fairly short time , was it not?..--I was only 

through tnere once, but 	know • hat boys from the 14oe 

district nave bn there on and off for four or five rear

'.4hey wen. unevloyed Inbys who e Quid not 	other work to do?...--4ou 

cold hardly cal them unemployed, They were boys of about 

the sehool leaving a* who vier.e learning, It was a kind 

of forest educational treatment they were being given more 

than work. 

K•0; You only saw this area once; when was the 	ight 

be twelve ontha ago, 

1111. I.: 	IDftizY. 
al.WODqsoAOWWMIORIAMOOOVWidieiawmklO.W. 

AL,FRAM QEli W , Sworn s d 

R. CiOWANS: Your name is Alfred Joseph lebb, You a' e a dairy farmer 

living et Hill nd, which is a little north of 

urove?ee °The t is correct 

During your lifetime you have had a good deal of experience with bush 

fires?-ea, since 1905. I as about 5 years of age when 

my Dad's property was first burnt out 	'rota 1921 we had 

big grazing lease, We had L for one or two years :1141 

then the Lands Department sent out a special notice that we 

had to keep all fires out of that area„The firs regulitions 

bat a been greatly altered since the war. In 1926 we were 

burnt out, 	',;';(e then went on for another six years until, 

in 1932, another fire took place and it almost got into this 

district, 	Sparks sot part of t h district alight and 

burnt in patches of the forest, but the fire did not actually 

reach •v- illow drove, Again in 1969 we had similar experience 

with the hie fire. 	I was burnt out in 1932. 	I saved 'Ov 

house, but only actually the shell was -left. 

YOU were almost burnt out in 1932?---Yes, mn3 completely burnt out in 

1939. In 1926 we were all very disturbed about that 
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use, a s b shmen„ e• understood , 	to 

It ans tht t every six or seven years these occurrences will 

come a ad eech time the fires will be Worse „ 	 In this ball in 

1926, with Or, dun er in the chair, we formed a deputation to 

writ on the eareste Commission, 	eo fur as I can understand two 

gentlemen went to the Poreets Comtrtission, they approached some 

of the members but could not ..et an understanding or a bearing 

from them, 'they came back„ but they could not give us any 

information beyond saying that oer ideas were considered to 

be absolutely useless, 	Our main ides ties to out it to Me 

Comiesion to birn, tt a reasonable time„ the bush on erown 

hands surrounding the di strict, 	y people thouteht that it 

was advisable to burn Crown hands in October or lovernber, but 

that is absolutely out of order, For two out of every t brae 

years you can bursa in this country at about the present part 

of the year and then for the next three years you een burn 

on any suitable day. If that were done, there would be no 

fear of big disasters such as the lest one, 

In watt part of summer would you do ite•••In the middle of summer • in 

January, Vebruary or 	h • when t he heavy timbered country 

will melee a fire thatw ill burn the gullies out, 	It is in 

the uiiies where the scrub is most dense, 	:For two years 

after such a burn you would find no smoke in this district. 

he trouble occurs in the heavily timbered country, eh_ e the 

furnace starts, 	is not liable to hseeen bore or at 

it i J:31 	The fires probably start around earburton an, d 

wi thin s short per tad the whole of t he country is alight. 

They start mainly in the r e.8astsate country and the slopes to 

the west, About the 8th January last year some people were 

in et the river fishing near Fundra South, e'hey tit a fire, 

it spread in the its untry and burnt about 3,000 acres, I can 

show the Coremislion that area of 3,000 acres where the country 

that was burntin that fire did not have a leaf burnt off 
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the trees, '.Che seedlings that were growing were left and 

the whole of the district was saved, That is an area between 

lioojee and Hill ncl, 	i;Ot one person 4tIs burnt out et 

'eumina 6outh, The burning in that Area was such that there 

was nothing to be burnt in the big fire, Aftua.11 7 the fire 

came on to it and went for 5 or 10 chal na into it and burnt out, 

here the fire went throuph last January it burnt Mean and 

there was nothing to fire. It had been, burnt on 8th February 

1958, and it was completly burnt with a fire that you could 

walk up to and handle comfortably, 	o experienced bushman. 

would run away from a fire of t 
	escription, 

s that a deliberate burn?.e-I would ea 

it was not a burn the was authorised by the k'orests .jommiesion?...14o, 

it was a burn for the protection of the publie, 

THE 00M1416S11i 	1'Ten did that burn go through? ...About 8th :February 

1958, 

MR, •OWAN'S: I suppose s number of ho burns are carried out for Cs 

protection of the public and without the authorityof the 

forests Commission in that area?..... If it were not for in e Local 

people and the "Criminals 	they are called at present . 

should ca 1 them the reverse . there woald not be a living 

being in that country, because every individual would bar 

been burnt olive, 

THE: COMO, 10118E4 ;bat as the size of that burn?--About 3,000 acres, 

it was a bou 2t to miles wide. That area can now be soon 

mad not a leaf was scorched off tl a trees, 

It as sufficient to check the force of the fire?..-40e, The f. 

from over the Latrobe River entered it for a distance of about 

5 Chang, It did not go through but went out, 

normally what sort of country is it?.... The same as this country . heavy 

dense scrub country thet cannot be burnt before December 

The gullies eannot be burnt befom tbet time. 

1020, 



In fact, you think it was that break that seved the count 	es, 

he Fumina South people were absolutely safe while thtt country 

was burnt, with the direction of the wind, It was.a 

west to south-west wind bat burnt out aLl this country, 

I can bonestl say that thet burn ervod those people from 

being destroyed,. 

OW ASS Aprev-ently your view is that you 	all people around 

here should be ailoeed to light a fire in or around -February 

but thet the Forestry Officer does not sem to know it, 

c al; your view?..-eles, the "kerests Comeiszion, but I would 

	

not say that the l'.orestry eif cer does not know it. 	'Fie 

would know it if he lived among the people sere long enough, 

But to send a man direct from College up here meanst hat alum 

by has to abide by the taws and regulations. Re cannot say 

"Conditions are favourable, you can barn"; but he says 

You cannot burnit", Because the law says he must ase) so, 

Of course you know, and I suppose moet people in the neighbourhood know 

that you can go to 	Forestry officer even during tna 

proclaimed period and say to him "1 want to burn off 

wane your euthority to do it," 	3i.d you know that 	ses, 

I understood t he Forests Commission gave us a certain. date, 

sa shown by notices that are placed on every other tree in 

the district. The proclaimed time is from 1st Novellber 

this year until 1st Veareb or Let of April next year, 	,A;1 

d up each year aid 

Perhaps 

understand that those notices are p 

we have to abide by them, 

you are under some misapprehension about that Do you know 

that between. lot aovember and let f=eroh you are prohibited 

from lighting fires close to the forest boundaries, but 

that a Proclamation is issued some time towards the end 

of November fixing the period over which you or burn only 

eith the permission of the :Forests Commission, You can 

only burn anywhere then with the permission of the Eorestry 

officer, 	you know thst?•-.-ilu t 	did nct understaA 

tbw:to 



THE COMM 	0iiielie ,hat was your understanding on it? 	'ha understood 

that the ;Proclamation was issued, and when the notice was 

put up on the trees by the local police officer w were not 

allowed to burn any portion of the country and were not even 

allowed to fire even in our ouw paddocks, I understand a 

man asked for permission to burn a few logs in his paddock 

even after the surrounding country had been burnt black, 

The paddoce was burnt as clean as the road and when be asked 

for permission to burn the logs, permis•ion was refused. I 

think there is a £200 penalty for lighting, 

Could not that man apply for permission? 

R. (IOWAN * Yes, he could have applied for eared ion, 	hea => eeees to 

be this misapprehension, in the mind of this witness at any 

rate, the period between 1st November and t 'he 30th <rarcb is 

fixe , by Act of Parliament es being the period when you are 

not allowed to light a fire in the 6tete Forests, and it 

becomes an offence if you ch AO, or if you ii ht within half 

a mile within the boendary of a ate lorest, 4ulte distinct 

from theta, a proelamation is issued which prevents a person 

from li ,htin , a fire anywhere, whether within a .gate forest, 

outside it, or outside the half mile limit, without the 

authority of the forestry officer, 	('here are certain condite 

ions attached to that, The witness seems to be confusing 

the tatutory period laid down by Act of Parliament and which sit 
relates to state forests and the inured -fate neighbourhood, red 

the proclaimed period which relates to everywhere, 

CO I aCeten: He is not alone in that confusion, leost people or e 

state of 8reat confusion on the matter, 

ES. 	 Alif3; 	ppreciate that, and I wanted to bring it to the mind 

of t be witness to see fi he understood that distinction?••e 

did not understand that, 

then you speak bout, 	e•oceametion, is this a copy of the .Proclamation 

you saw?e—ei think so, but I hal e not read it exactly . 
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tau 	► . 	bee e been told that this Procinmetion is posted up at 

Post Offices and Police StatiionsVractically nowhere else, 

ha ve Win told t hat even by forest officers *  no you 

think it was this proclamation that you stun (exhibiting 

proclamation)?---I m sure I saw that I think it was at the 

Police Station 	,crafelgar or Q .oe, 	'then I saw the notice on 

the trees, 	I hive not taken much. notice of it, 	tiro 

not read them from start to finish * 	.(-:eally *  we sr re not 

interested in those notions, 

nIOnnR: Can the ordinary mai understand themY•—Yes, I think 

they can * 	1 do not know wily 	ould not, 

Gt3Cati3:If I wished: to pursue the matter, I might crosa-exafrine you 

on the contents of this Proclamatio 

'10141,Ms I think that some of t be lawyers have eifficul y in 

uncle - tending.  the notice themeelvesT•lot of it would he 

suite understandable but 1,ee would not be interested in 

reading al 1 of it * 	is another thing I would like to 

out to the Comrr -led on end that is in regard to the prevention 

of fires, If we were to take the whole community out of 

this area at the present time I would say tht within the 

next twelve years this forest would be burnt out without anyone 

her: ni.7 been in it, 	One of the torebers of the audience can 

tell you 	be put out a burning tree on his mill area 

recently 	yet three days. previous • it would be on the 

Ate eday • there was a thunder storm *  e'incto I have been an 

infant I ha/ e seen eight tree lit by lightning, 	a had to 

fell five of them ourselves to save our own homes and grass 

paddocks * 	:'.;!hat little hope has the k'orests Commiseion of 

protecting this country • not t he mountain ash country but 

Just the messmate country on the steep inclines towards the 

mountains. 	,hare Is little hope of trying to protect them 

and I guarantee that now the mountain country is burnt * 

 they will never bold it ionger than twelve years. 
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'rom my experience I staid in 1 326 when we sent a deputation 

to Melbourne that the next fire would be twice as had as 

that one, and the next one would clean the lot of us up. 

I said to myself that the individuals who stayed in this 

district without protsotion would have no hope, 	he majority 

of t he resweet° timber has been killed with these fires, 

The first thing to coilla up is the undergrowth and the braoken 

fern. 	It is 'the 8Rfae as with lighting en ordinary fire; 

there must be the wood then the kindling wood and something 

to start it, In this case that is the bracken fern, I 

say t hat these fires will curse again unless steps ere taken 

to burn out Crown Lends every three or four years, 	it 

imposeible to burn every second year, 	The.e is only one 

year in three when fat can he done, There arm two ears 

out of three that are suitable for burning end one that is 

not suitable because it is too wet, and then there is one year 

like the sresent year -when it would be criminal to light 

a fire anywhere, 

Tile; CO: 	 Aptasrantly you are under the belief that the Forests 

Commisaion has the right to light fires on Crown land md 

burn off? 	Somebody should be responsible, 

'clas it not been your belief t hat the Forests Contsiset on should bum in 

urowri lands? ...riot necessarily, but I understood t ht if we 

were caught felling a tree in forest land, the Forests 

0°777:mission officer could. prosecute, 	Therefore, I thought 

he would be responsible for fires, 

You may be mistaken about that. In fact, you do not now that t Ise 

rests Commission has no power to light fires in Grown 

lends for the purpose of burning off' except in very special 

circumstances, althouels it has the power to stop people from 

felling timber?---I think they should have the power. 

That is 	different question?---To has the power? 

COMMLseION , 	lot of people might agree with. you but it is a bit 

early to say so, 
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: You spoke about forests Officers be 	sent out from College 

and not knowing enough about 1ccal conditions; have there 

been any such instances in this area?eeeln regard to 

saying that they do not now the conditions, certainly the y 

will not know the conditions when they are educated in a. 

Coll ge; it is impossible, the only people who would 

know the conditions would be those Who were bred and born 

in t his co -entry end know it all trough from A to 1, 

THE COMO. ON I If you had a ire'ea. bore, and bred in this district you 

would not think that be would be under a handicap as the 

result of ea vine been educated in the Forestry College P--•. 

It would certainly be a. eood thing if he had both, but you 

would Tina ,t  hat he would not nave it, 	:gong of the kerest 

Officer e 	e, or :Mr, Galbraith himself, is a busiest* 

I do not think any of t hens rr e bushman on the stateraent they 

have put before us, 

GOZitiee: You are not apeaking of oily forest officers in this area?-..-

;AO, is think they all have to abide by the regulations 

given them, 

have you aver gone and asked 	forests officer for pomade on to burn`?---e 

No, When or find t to t these notices have been issued, 

know that 'ee cannot burn, he know that we o sae° t burn 

in October and ;ixweetber in the average year, The only 

year in which we could burn in •overaber would be a year lie 

c ae one we have ad, 	Orme a fire as lit in this 'November 

it held its own until January lath, A fire that was 

deliberctely lit attired a lot of residents in the district, 

 hat was on the 14th November, tand it lit up later on the 

leth Jantiary and burnt just as fiercely as it had done before, 

.63ena were no rains to put the fires out, 

as so ma• essabilINtaala allnsyleail•oaseauft an 



U.AKFTELP : 8PIJ,  sworn and examined: 

UR. ,i3O7e,A143: Your name is 'Alline Garfield espie and you are a dairy 

farmer living a,:bli'end like the previous witness?e-efes. 

Have you any view that have not already been put that you would like to 

place before the Gommission a s shortly es you can?e-el'here 

are not many views that have not be. n out already. 

re -1  Of# 	0.1tel : 	I am beginning to agree eith you?---I believe in 

burning the forest to keep the bed of the forest glean. 

By doing that big ttr es will be prevented. 

:low ere y going to preserve the eettlements that are close to the bush 

areas. 	that do you thin . is the best thing to do about 

that?.--If we formed parties of nen or kinds of brigades, 

we who have lived in the bush all our lives should know just 

about the time to burn. When a Procla.mation is issued 

etating the W ore not to burn after the 1st November, it 

that we cannot burn at all. In this Hill farad district 

of been on the 1st °norther except with exceptional 

conditions. If t hat ban were lifted and we had until the 

let January or a little later in which. to 	the bush, the 

ermine lands, tr. d even into the foreet areas. I think that 

would avoid all these heavy bush fires. 

I.R. (IOWANS: You have the same idea as haw been expressed by other 

that you SE-1 not burn between 1st November end the1et 

aporoYe lie  

lave you seen say of these proelemations?e--Yes, 

Did you read them?---Yee, 	ha/ e read they;., 

That does not say what yeu naive said?---too, but I tale it for granted 

that we cannot light a fire. 

because you weuld not get the authority tom the T•orestry of , icereee-

would hot get the authority to eight a fire. 

have you ever tried?-eeeo, 

TILE WI TNWee 'I enDee e 4  
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CIS JOHN iiI1,1421AN, sworn and excelined: 

MR. GOWANSs Your full name is Fronois John Allman end you are a. dairy 

former living at "Inmina ,outh?-e-Yes. 

understand that your country escaped t he recent bush firee?..--Th is 

se e  

did t 
	atOutleeeeThe surrounding buah for about e querter of a xiii 

wide was burnt in the spring. I do not think there 

wee any concerted action by anyone, but you would see smoke 

come up, perhap4, on the north side on one day, on the west 

on another day, and gradnilly it got burnt for aboub half 

a mile wide. 

TIM CO 
	ION: What do you cd. 1 the spring le--In ectober and Aiovember. 

'Onen this fire came on the 13th January we did not know what 

was hg)penin around us because wo could not see for smoke. 

V,han everything cleared off we found that the bush which had 

not been burnt previously had been very badly burnt, tyre trees 

bad been damage • the fire had gone out and consequently 

we escaped 

ins t be flake v 
	fierce where _e breaks had not been burnt?..--it wee 

not very fierce i._eceuse it did net get into that part until 

la we in the afternoons 

I om referring to the part around fu no South that eas not in the break?. 

--It did burn very fiercely. It is almost clear ground. 

13 t direetion did the fire come tro w--.:no I 
	came from the west but 

the bush seemed to be absolutely alight in all directions, 

nave you ny idea of 	cause of it? -I am almost certain that some of ti 

fires up thot way are 11 4  xted by fishermen, 	They go to the 

rivers to fish and find the undergrowth so dense that they 

cannot get up and down the streams to try the different water 

holes, in order to: sake it easier to get up and down on the 

next occasion, they net it alight before they go olf home 

and 400VC it. 
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GOteAeS: And ieave 114.-Yes, and leave it s  

And sometimes pos,eumerVe.Yea s  

Row ere you going to deal with them?--The only way I can see 1.s to burn 

up and down the river, look after it and make a good, direct 

track down where it is wanted, 

You are with the euggestion it would be a good idea to twer e a local 

eormittee to control burning off?--eries, it would be a good 

idea, 

Is there enything else you can say to assistthe Commission?.-1o, I tbii 

.eve said all I wanted to say* 	I wished to point out a 

Lreat deal of property and many lives viould bar e been saved if 

only the settlements were burnt around et the right time, 

That could be done under the control of this Committee?-.Yea s  that could 

be done, 

TILE ':"ITNE-Se 
4.111,1110111O gat eigNOPIP &AMP AV, UR** awrer• swam 

CLAUDE STANLEY ST.AiF, eworn wad setemineide 

GOVANS: 1sbt id your full neusa?..Claude Stanley Staff and I am a 

farmer 1ivin at los, 

'You her heard sorre of'the evidence given here this morning; are there 

any noinjm you would like to raise before the Commission the t 

hee e not been touched upon, or is there anything you disagree 

with?--I think most of the points I wanted to enumerate have 

bowl touched upon, I think there Is only One way to ,provout 

the big fires, and that is by burning off, If I i/ad net burnt 

off this year e I burnt off after the Proolergatioa was issued - 

I probably would hive been completely burnt out; but we pioked 

out day, had a sang of men and burnt the country * 	.hen the 

big fire °sues through everything was saved, 

COMM.I•SeIONERt Whe t leth. date of t he oroclateition4.. 

MR. MIME: It operate from ::3rd eovegater until east March, 

THE WITNESS: In this country you hate to welt your chance to burn, 1,ey-

oontention is that a leoal enernittee coeld deal with that 
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sort of thing. 	o coeld make the -hole country safe,  

far as keeping the fires out of the forests, 	I agree with 

m other witness that lightnini:. cause fires. 	Three dry 

trees on my property have been struck by iiehtning s  ru d we 

had to put them out, If that happened on a small eolding 

you can see what might happen on millions of acres, 

GOUI iONEEs You tire saying you wilt always have fires, but you 

are advocating the best way of protecting the settle nts .?ee- 

to ite true, 

MR. Ci -A ies Apart from lightning n rid human causes ,ehet other causes have 

you had experience of?e--;4ontaneoue combustion. 

Bs • ro u ever 111X1 experience of t t?ee-Yes s  I had a hay-stack set on 

re by spontaneous eombustiten. 

Is not that a. rather different thing; you have never beard of a bush 

fire etarting by spontaneous eamteustion?---I hey e never seen 

one s  but I do, not know why it e id not happen. 	In the 

bust; there /a a lot of debris on the ground s  gi d with the 

beat of t hat day then would be the same action as in a 

hayestack, 

It is not heat which lighta e fire in s hey-stack?-eetes s  it is heat. 

You hay e to 	it danp?..---You get the same thing in a forest, 	1'1-let 

debris is all dry ferns, gunk leaves and bark. You get that 

in the forest s  specially in these big gullies where it is 

tremendously dense. It has never been proved, but if our 

scientists would go into that they might find SOITte of tbe 

causes, 

Rothirag very much could be done about it?---It is A matter of doing some.. 

thing to prevent the bush fires. 	think you should get 

the areas around the mountain ash country burnt periodically. 

You cannot suggest a. time s  because, s another witness said, 

L30MeitiftleS you clan burn every second year md sometimes every 

third year. I think the only people who can tell you when 

It is in a state to born are the l'ocel people, 



abaut ate 100P 1, orestry efficer; should not he know the conditions 

in is particular areeeeeThe majority of the Forestry officers 

have not lived Lang enough in the country to know when it is 

in a state to burn, They have not had t be experience, but 

if they did havethe experience they might know ., The men get 

'alined here and thee, 	hey are ia one place for two or 

three years and then they Are shifted to another dimtrict, 

A man can never learn 1.1 .  that way, 

Where is 	aearest forestry officer? ,-e-ricP 	as I k740Wo 

have you ever eetll him down this way? I cvanot say hFve l  

how long have you been care?---A,11 my .  life, 

TE6 CUMISSIO,VI!J3 Do you know any korestry of fleet. nt 

Do you know any by sight?---I cannot eay I do, i knew the previous 

orestry officer by sigh 

MR. 00144M3: Where (IA you meet him, here or :Arica?--•ric 

COMAI66I04; 	fors try offi 	s n8176 a tremendous territory to 

look after; you know that?---Yes„ far too big for one rsa 

to sdniniater, Ue might be wanted in tAis district and in 

another district 30 miles away on the same days,  You might 

get a day to burn that might suit, nndt Lien not another day 

for three weeks, so the opportunity is lost. 

You hare to wait for his permiseion, other people might want him, aid be 

cannot be in two places sirs or three at once?---';'hat is true, 

-niere is your nearest police officer?e-emoe„ 

he has a pretty big district to cover? '---fie has a large district to cover, 

If you wort going to have some kind of authority to authorise burning off 

It would have to be probably someone closer than either of 

those?e-el'he local policeman would be s good !gen to have, 

The majority of pOl icemen are oractlial men. 

Oii4iMII01 <Oil Provided they had been in the bush a good 	 Yee, 
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keileikeeeet You hese the same objection to polioemen as forestry 

officers; they may be shifted here from other areasile--Yee s 

 but they would be more or lase under the direction of t heir 

local committee, 

The local committee would really have the may?eeelihe 10081 committee would 

really. It would be a emitter of going to the local pollee. 

AM end telline him you desired to burn., end tha t conditions 

were safe, 	De would 80 there we•e sufficient men to control 

the fire when it was lit, 

I euppose there would be la majority decision of t he Committee whether it 

would be lit or not?......There would have to be a majority; 

you could not leave it to one mane 

'Awn did you la st see a forestry of fl cer?.leougthley two year s ago. 

Was ha a youngd inexperienced ;esn'eeeeeI could not sae etc ese inexperienced 

he was a man who eeemed t o ?enow his businese Sa r ly 

liave you ever met a forestry offieer who did not loaow ois business?...ekes 

say, I have only met the one forestry officer', 

You hsee only met one forestry officer, Rid he 'knew his business fairly 

well; where did you get this idea forestry ottiotar8 are young 

.end inexperienced?.You Can go by the ages of t he different 

chaps who are in these districts that her a been burnt, 	'1'hey 

are not old enough to have had the experience. 

YOU appreciete s  of cure, a forestry officer, in the course of e year, 

attends practically every bush fire in his district, ma a in 
the courseco 	of five or six years attends e orient number of 

fires indeed?. I think it would be impossible for him to 

attend every bush fire in the district, 

If there i more then one fire he cannot be in isms two places at once, 

euee.ose you will agree he does attend very reat number 

of fires in the course of few years?---I have boon fighting 

a few fires this year, but I hee e not seen e forestry officer, 

You will not aeree ith r‘te?.....w.ohnt is my experience, 	h e not seen a 
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a korestry officer. 

CO NISIONERI He tVRS not attended the same fires as this witness, 

MR. BARBat What I was going to putt° you was this; a Forestry officer 

Whose duty it is to attend ttesc fires -would attend a great 

number, aad have a greater experience of fires than any 

individual settler who would attend only those fires in his 

local area. 	Yould• you agree with that? .--1 do not now 

whether he would attend more than a local se tier of 4 or 

50 year's Deviance. 

zfow ma y fires oq14 a local settler attend in. 4G years. 

	

IeLl,;1,3 This is not a building case. 	j e take rather a. broad 

view in these •rlattera. 

	

That would be very hard to est a 	how many fires he -would 

attend in a period at 4( years, 

you out it that different areas re- re different treatm 

Yes, 

)o you rep:{lisee the Proclamation comes into for on different dates in 

different 7ears?.......Yes, 

do 	elate t 'la • it comes into force at different timestiesta 

into force os late as 15th December 	1937?..e...Yese 

remember 1937 •E1:3 rathef a wet year, 

e 1936..1937 period of Proclamation WKS from 27th January until ,31st 

March 	Y.'es. 

eta eeaae 

AI A 
	

iTt e ern one examined, 

R. 	 t is your full nor ?-d-Ian ,.1Lexander Stewart and I am a 

farmer, living at Willow Grove, I blv e only lived there for 

18 months. 

Can you tell t1 ConiAsalon what wer., the conditions so far az: fires were 

concerned in the week before Friday 13th Ja.nuary?..•should 

wart hot during the week before Friday 13th the .rector part 

of the country between 'V;illow Grove and :Mt, 'hrica. was alight 

or had be-n. ali4:ht„ 

+Wee WRO 
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012 Q_unt the fires on any particular dste?---en urada.y January 8th 

I counted the fires from Slue 1411 end ioad, There -were 

thirteen. 

,What direction were they from 1..ow 	 u west to 

Did you 	out to any oil them? elide 

that day was fairly hot, was it not?--wit was not really a had day at 

later on in the afternoon there was a fairly strong wind, 

.`:' ac is your view about the cause of those fires at that time of t he 

year?ee-'.ehere may be several other causes, but in my opinion 

the principal cause is 00 in a box, 

Matches?-e-es. 

Assuming thct is SOD what id the main readon for lighting f rue at that 

tiane?ee-elbert are two causes, 	Firstly, I would say those 

who have t,,,Tazing leases and d- irk) winter feed for their 

stock li ght fires to encourage the young sweet growth, 

I would say those were the causes of t be fires iskirksss on 

Crown lands, In 	opinion the big fired t.4i t we experienced 

on Tiriday Jsnuary 13th wer, principally caused by those ail 

fires .rreeti yr, and formin': into one big fire which swept down 

on to the settled country. During those bush fires on the 

13th and 	think I an quite right in saying this, I 

travelled very little abort of 300 miles in and out of 'the 

forest areas, I know for a positive fact that I drove my 

own truck for over 200 miles s and I was In another alanie car 

for over 7id Miieta 	Farthermoro 	:. ►stSrday 14th January 

I was one of t hose who faced t bat track into Tanjil Wren 

to brie z out those 'bodies that had besn incinerated there, 
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is at '.'ialboa l s 	1?---eieu, 	I do not 	with some oft be 

state gents that have been made, but I sympathise with the 

point of vim, of t hose who have made them, I believe 

sir oerely t hat their ideas are perfeetly honest, 

If you will tell us some of t he ideas with watch you do not agree, th at  

would be of some aseistance?...eI do not agree that kumina south 

was saved by a fire break hall a mile in diameter. I was up 

at Famine south as soon as I was able to force my gray through 

in a motor truokt 	. , ben I arrived there S was right inside 

the cleared space and I saw a tall dead tree with sparks 

streets/II-IL .from it, 	hat tree must hat e been well inside any 

forest reek, In my opinion — and I think it can be proved 

quite clearly 	 on why Yumins south did not go 

was not by reason of t he existenoe of the forest break but 

simply for the reason that the grass was too short 'to bane 

on a day such as it was, ith such a terrific wind. If you 

were to go less than half mile along the road outside this 

hall you ect.'41d be able 	see that my statement can be borne 

out by facto, I do not consider tha t many little fires in 

serson swab as this would prevent big fires. On the 29th 

miter portion of the bush et the rear of this hall which 

rother and I own, was burnt by fire, 	evearal days later, 

another fire was lit in it and, I think, with the exception 

of a seoll area coke to the road, all that forest had bean 

burnt prior to ,ianuary 13th„ 	at happened?. _het fire came 

out of the forest from a westerly direction, and if' you eant 

to know the speed at wbich that f ire was tea elling, while 

travelled half a mile in the truck, the; fire lit front just 

on this side of the Latrobe FAver right across for two miles 

to the other side of the Tanjil 1:3iver opposite our TA a c „ 

During the course of that fire, some of this forest eoentry 
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near ti is :all burnt for the third time, 

CO 	 What do you mean by the third time?•.-It was burnt 

for the third time in the sates place, 

tied there been a previous burn through there' .There was v burn on 

December 2th 	hat forest had been burnt the year before 

and the floor of the forest had been burnt clean. 

14.R„ GO A46: Would it burn as hot in t hat part?....iie, I do not think it 

would burn as hot because the material would not be there, 

You told us of a fire lit by graziers?. 	want to differentiate between 

two different kinds of gazing interests, I. hsao e read LI the 

newspapers zier s denying such a statement as I trey e r aide, 

but here not been given any indioation of what particular 

district those various 6raziers come from, It Is s well 

known fact that on the high plains no grazier would think of 

lighting a f ire in the sumeartime„ for the rea son t hat that 

IA the time of the year in which he has his cattle in that 

country, The reason why fires are lit in other grazing areas 

is simply because the farmer or grazier wants to et young 

sweet growth for , is cattle 	his cattle lo well on it in the 

wintertime and it is a winter grazing proposition, 

Aroend 	e arene do not you have your cattle in the forest in the summer. 

vs a rule, for the simple reason that we are 

nea rsy all dairymen around here who are milking cows. 

Those teiszlers about whom you a re speaking - light fires • 

hove they any cattle in the forest at the time they light 

the fires?---I do not think a man wo Ild light a fire and 

hove his cattle in there at the same time, 

Have they their cattle there1....I do not know, and if you ask me for an 

opinion, I repeat, I do rot know. 

Do you think that somebody else might have his cattle in there? --I do 

not, think SO 

You draw this distinction between gtazing interests in the high plains 
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when they have cattle there c ,finitely wd nobody to assist 

them, and other :;_Laces •  What is the position nere, 	In 

general, are t here cattle in the forests in the summerss. 

Very few, 

Why do you bring tnem outis•- 	rule we brii146 the coma in to milk in 

the early spring and we nave them on our home farms. 

That is because you are dairyman $n this section? Yee, principally 

because we are dairymen- 

Assuming th* slants of the fires he'r in ti3e auw r arc lit by graziers 

looldng for feed - 	-2«- hat is not the sole reason for 

five li nting. 

What i e the romedy; how oan you stop tue .graziers ,tram doing that?•••-• 

There is only one way, i4 oompensate t1ae snd to prevent 

them from having grazing interests. 

trK . But what about the poacher?.--mAny schev for preventing 

Brest fires to be at all effective is going to cos 	near s  

ma=t who grazes 	 there is someone there tO 

pee that he does not graze illegally, that would do, 

MR. GOWANS4 I suppose plenty of th4 is done on Crown lands around here?..• 

I could not answer that. 

Your belief is that eve 	year you will h€zre firas lit by grazier 

long as you allow the graziers to have leases of Crown lands?. 

Alum, are some years when it is difficult to Save a fire, even 

plain fire. 

1,s/en if it is possible to get a fire alight you are still seine,: o -s4W' 

them 30 Ong as you allow graziers on to Crown ;Lands?---Of 

course you are. 

Sow w uld local residents view the idea of tad. 	away from them the 	::h t 

to graze on crown 	 should think they would be very 

hostile to it* 

hat about you; ould you be in favour of 	it 'aim going to save 
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the foresta y  I would may "Yes", because in my opinion our 

forests are a national asset and they must be looked after, 

Are there any.  1. sees on forest areas as distinct from Crown lend:nee-

I could not eel, 

Apart 'eon fires lit by graziers, what other ree 0 s would you advance 

for t be bush fires?---:t know of one fire that was lit by 

campers, 

that the other souse you had in nind?---Yes. Another fire I recall 

was not lit 	carepero y or by ,r.a.ziers, but the fire was lit, 

do not know what the idea 	e, unless it was to save bleep 

self from another fire which Fight eventually come, 

I suppose there is raeood deal of that done, burning off in the hope that 

it might save prop -  ty?—eelheee is burning oft and I oonsider 

the 	should be burning off, otherwise how could we clear 

our farms. 	tut I believe in controlled burning: off, jot 

only shoe id sawriillin, areas be under the control of an 

authority like the Forests Conenission but I onsIder that 

all trees in the state, in appreciable areas of a few acres 

or so, should be under the control of the one authority. 

Do not you know that that is so, that tall trees are under the control 

of t 	one authority?---1 f th is at), why is it that these weal] 

fires that could hav 40 been stopped as small fires were not 

stopped. It appears to rue to be no one's business to 

top them, 

Perhaps you do not realise that although, the trees are under the control 

of the borests et:yr:mission wherever they happen to be, 

provided they area on Crown lands,: the Forests Gozmnisd.on 

hes no power to burn off or do anything sell timber on Crown 

lends? Yes, but the land itself on whieb the trees grow is 

tiot :leder the control of t he Forests Commission s  or is itg 

I3A 	:E'erhap ro your remarks should be o fined to dairying 
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interests, but apart f.00m that, is forest grazing a winter Or 

a sumer procedure?.-It varies according to the district. 

in Elena districts, definitely it is a :summer grazing 

proposition ,/111.1s in other district s it is just as definitely 

a ',Tinter proposition. 

is it in this district?.--Definitely a 	erasing proposition , 

I should say. 

1114 0 -  I 	 It lebuld depend on tho SAO and the cold -  ..--Very likely, 

IIIRB:ER,1 So in this district cattle T.'otn12, d be in tho forests in winter 

time 	is so. 

I take it you aro sugzesting there is a temptation to burn inthe suns -nor-

time in order to get good young feed in wintertizse`:'Newie.thtt 

is so, and if I had a grazing lease, I would do Just the 

8=0 t hing. 

Can you riot. the high country, the tops of tree rnoontains whore 

they era rR . razizg O►tl your holdin?..-We can see the [jaw Law 

nine!. 

Did you ever see s tire right ,  on tip top in E.eibruary?.......ilo, 

,got during the ti,im you hey e bean 'sera?-+-I can-iot say t bet I have, 

al1114, 
AWN, go so alum a» vomit!. ONIMINS 

sworn to d examined: 

SIR 
	

«b 	1.s your full ria T Yam...John Lackey and S am a farmer at 

Allow rove, 

rd t he evidence this morning. 	is shell not ask you particular 

questions; but hav e you any ideas yOu want to put in addition 

to t ose already advanced?«.Ther,.. a a one idea mentioned by 

the lest witness. To stop the leasing of grazing areas to 

farmers around t 	district was suggested by him, but I do 

not think that 'iv ould be of an y benefit. 	If t he Forests 

Commission was compelled to burn the country every time it 

would burn, there ;multi be no big fires and it would leave 

t 
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the country for the people who are on it today, i'het would 

be an asset to the country, and there woAd be no danger 

at all., 

hen you say the .Forests OoramisAon I suppose you mean the some body 

should be compelled to burnt on Crown i.ands?...--Yes, 	As far 

e s the burning of heads of trees is cal -teemed, I think that 

would not result in a loss, as *me witnesses mentioned, 

because the seedlings would come up :Nicker after a fire, 

Which is an asset, 	zAzoll fires do no hem to anybody, 

Rave you been arotan tba various areac and see heads lying about?-••- 

I have not gone out into the forests ochem the mills are, 

but I WI VC: been in the bush -long enough to know what fallen 

heads are like, and what a ftr they can stake if left to 

accumulate, more especially in the messmate and stringy.. 

bark country. 

Do you think it would be post Vie to form la 	Fire krigade at 

low rove?--i think it wou.i.d o  I think-  all farmers between 

,nd, ',Alio 	rove, and Trafalgar, 	have power, 

without being menaced by the k'ore t s COMA 36 i0/1. Jo to band 

together and prot c 	or burn the country kg* %hitt) i i s not 

forest °country but is composed of settlement in country 

-at icka cal be burnt at a time that is quite safe to everyone 

cc d Alen no bans can 'cm clone. 

(Oontin:, ed on page .1O38.) 
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3 WI (continuing): 

There is anOther thing: I think a lot of fires arc lit 

deliberately. I do not say who lights them., but there are 

a. lot of farmers in the back country who drop a match 

sometiIles„ 	"roar instance s, I could go down into my paddock 

during tiles prohibited time and spend the whole day lighting 

fire to burn, eat, 200 acres, I would be °spelt and fined, 

it would cost re a few pounds, or perhaps I would be esnt 

to gaol. I do not ssy that i would do such a thing but any 

amount of ran would. Zone men would put in one match and go. 

.6le fire wound go up. 	If small fires ere lit at the right 

tin and controlled p 	y there would not be t =e trouble 

that there is today. 

AVIELOVON040~40 410 40.WISII 

,ALYUD THOMAS  SAICW/t, sworn and examined; 

MR, (1(4:ARS.; Your full. naus La AlfreCt ihomae SXtOn and you we a do 

dairy farmer residing at itoe?.. 

kor taut' years you were a sawmiller7•-.1eu, 	ass a ssawriller for soma 

years. 

Put your views to the 0OrtiMitiSi011 in your own wary•--,.:4O1 i ere about 

1890, following the land boom. and 	.12 itlancibl c apre aziou s 

 the then Uoverniaent and the press adg bated for the people 

to go back to the land* I was one of t hose settlers who 

went back into the Upper Yam's ,::;1 -11re as a free settler. 

selected lend at a place not far from ?owe:Litwin ivhich 

is now known es. uilderoy. The district was settled 

mostly by young farmers' sons from •iallarat. 	They thought 

it wa a second uungaree, but t hey were mistaken. We 

settlers did not know much about the law in regard to 

burning off sun we burned indiscriminately, One fire 

checked another. 	Lrown's fire vast year checked Jones's 

1 IV,  of t his year End so on. 	t he yeaps punt by the 
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settlers dropped o ;t because t he country etas unsuitable 

for farming but still the are thing went on 	:hen an 

agitittion was started to conserve the forests and the 

FOrssts Comraiselon wee created .* 	I. can eel with all truth 

that the forests Acre prectioa3ly intact up to t 

I he• e seen a dozen fires and more burning, done at once in t taco 

summertime. 	'1?hey were patch fires, like a patchwork 

quilt, 	One fire of one year 3W tit:A into InturtIxr a fire of 

another 'tear« Wh en I first ant there i 7as told by a 

relation of mine v;tho was then a Yramber of isrliement, and 

who we thought knew everything, "Alf, when you go up there, 

burn off whenever you can, Do not take any notice oft he 

bushmen. 	'they will tell you that you onanot burn off more 

oft , n than once every 3 years."' 	tried to follow is 

savi ea but soon found that it *as impossi le toburn more 

often than once in 3 years tvid moreover, the longer it 

VI :9 a left • say, for four, five or six veers, • the bid.. 

the fire rrou.ld be, 	I also discovered that if yoe lit a 

fi.re in February, particularly in tee first fortnight, k/hen 

of the big disantroue fires -lave oc,curred from Black 

Thursday onwards, wi th t 	excepti_on of t his last one, 

you c..a -Ald burn the green teeetree swamp. 	I did that in d 

did not know that I had done anything out of' t he ordinary 

until a very old resident in the dietriot seemed astounded, 

but I remembered it yea afterwards. 

Somewhere about 1920 I was milling on niy own Around 

and I also bought property containing timber from the 

eorthern Tiether 00,0 	y sons and i were milling there 

eome or the ccenett7 that .ee had not milled was very diffice 

salt to handle except in the soneeertime, and my sons, 

excepting t he youngest one, happened to be away when the 

192b fire came Ibn us. 	It burned the mill end thousands of 

feet of timber that I had there. 	I eat a carpenter by 
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trade avd I had soe culn ted th building in „elbourne t t t 

time. 	It was a frightful fire but we had a splendid 'Deter 

supply an d manned to se ■u the hou se , The dynamo s  power-

house, and practicaliy everything went. 

The aerne thing occurred Ugain. in 1932, 	1 had 

made up my rA La d in lc.;26 hot to do another turn on the piece, 

but after a time I was working like a madman to rehabilitate 

things. IJAarly one morning about 4 o'clock in 197.2 I said 

to my wife, "V.hat is the matter Nitb you?' 	.:)-ne said "I do 

not know Dad; but get up and have a look around 0;i11 you.' 

I got up and 1 just got around to the side of the house add I 

saw what xvio t ht matter, 	I rushed out on to the verandah 

and shouted to the aohool-weater who boarded witb 	"tiet up, 

the fire is coming h  • 	e got water and 'wrapped my youngest 

daughter in wet blankets, 	"1104 the school-master poured a 

bucket of water over me, otherwise I wo Id have gone clean out, 

unce I o on W roof and turned t he iron back with iny bands. 

There were shin/ea underneath, 	Lhe -; ,ilem a cool roof 

but they ned caught alight. 	1. managed to get them out 

with buckets cd water that were handed to me, 	I was a 

hire Councillor and I went to the oldest lhire Councillor, 

*#11-,o had be ,,,-n there for 40 years and had never missed one 

Council meeting, he supported me an we &bkoci for s 

Oommiwion 	n4 	fused and sent UP the °rests 

OtenTr"; se on inatead,,, 	1:rom 1926 to 1932 the young forest had 

come up 1A. 	9 acing manner, I was surprIsed even 

thou g h t waL used t o seeing the quick growthafter fires, 

In many cases the youns growth as :line inches thick 

end 40 to 	feet high, I beau to make a move to rehabil• 

itate my adll, I reckoned that I could cut small case 

material. 	Then the fir:; came along end wiped it all ouP. 

The I ore etc Commission wa s sent up to \tPrra Junction; 

the uovernment would ‘4ot grant 	oyel Commission. 
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s soon as t he doors were opened they were rushed with 

saw tilers, principally, 	ir,eedlese to eay, a swwmilier is 

not a free agent, 

eIntni,, a 	ray do you Sat that a ea r.nilier is not a free agent?•. 

they are under t he direction of the 'Forests Cored est on 

and it naturally follows that if a max gives adverse evident 

against that Commi ss ion in front of the of fl cora, the 
	a 

not going to have any pleasant moraories of him. I do not 

any t nat they hue e anything against Me, 	was never on 

arown lands a 	saw filler. 	I was well acquainted 4•,, ith 

the officers and tney had nothing against me, 	he fact 

that I. 	an honorary forest officer is proof of t hat 

my aeui is not for ralkine: a statement hero today. 

wished to make a statement in the papers long ago but 

rife always checked me because she considered it would 

injure my sons who were corkinn %Leder the Forests Contisei 

considered judgment about the forests is this: imaE Ine  

this hat is a hill. the ash grows on the south and eastern, 

slopes and nowhere else, The messmate grown on the 

weatern and northern elopes, If you ealk up through the 

evessmste timber on a hot summer 's day, you w ill be very warm 

indeed. *hen you 	:Lk doAT, into the ash country you wilt 

find tree ferns growing there and now re else, with long 

moss •nanging two or three feet long, 	:hen you et  to t 

bottom you will be shivering. My argument is tea t the 

messeulte country is not of ;mien value, 	It only amounts 

to about 15,000 feet to the acre of *lawn timber on good 

messmate, whereas t le ash will go from 60,000 up to even 

1000,000 feet to thee acre, and it is much more valuable 

timber, 	ey experience as e farmer and settler is tra t 

you can burn with safety right up to the end of December 

and again in eerch, but not in January or I•bruary, 	£y 

that, 	,'re6tra that you can burn MO seinsto„ 	the sooner 

1041, 



you burn ':43 	1# he better, eithe before or after the kNinter1 

if the measmste country le burnt the old forests will be 

preserved and have a natural ,e ..,rowth e 	'2hat is the solution 

of the whole thing. Many a time Itried to burn the green 

assn for t bpurpose of getting growth of na tire oats, 

but I could not do it 	he oats grow anything from e ft 

to 12 ft high and t hey Kr wonderful feed for.  Cattle. 

018g este ti to the Oormi. Ann at yerre. junction th et it 

should give ite forests officers more latitude, and it said 

thrft they 1.1a d a free r -,and. 	I forgot it at t he time but th 

very year I bout applied for ;permit to bu:rntiNovember 

some stooks of spelings close to 7;-y house. 	It was on land 

that had bean ploughed. 	had out down awhole lot of the 

saplings and latae' t hem ready to burz 	I had scraped 

up all the ground so that t he fire would not k;et into th-L 

young timber. The fort officer said tho t he would col 1 

one 	 i)ye and Lira he sent ono of the younger men up, 

Lie looked at the stocks and said "Mr. ;302ton, you on not 

burn those stacks of timber," I said "Why". 	o std 

"Here are the rep 	They Tust be 40 ft away from si 1 

of those fences, and that one over the is only 30 ft away% 

from young standing timber.  ." 	I said You ktiow that I to uld 

not y,)ossibly burn any of that young timber." 	acid 

I am well aware of that, but bere are the regulations. 

daid"I do not want to burn that timber; you could not 

barn it It'. vou tried", 	ilia said "Yee, but here are the 

reTalations; you must shift that book 40 ft. off the fenee 

or V012 Csvillat burr them," 

(Parle 1(i43 foli 	) 
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continued z- 	iieediess 	to say what I did, 	̀hat wig 

about the limit, 1 was right on the border of t he forest. 

here  w e a forest break, but I 'clad very little time, 

I suggested to Vile Coyninisolon to hsv e graded earth roads 

brough the forests to out it up into smaller sections, to 

bring anybody in end out of the farest, and for the forestry, 

officers, who wanted to protect the break, to 	in nd 

out, 	I think that is about all t wish to say, 

.k..„ 0074 ki6t Oince the big fire in 1925 in that area it must hare been 

pretty apparent to people in and around this oeighbourhood 

tna t a fire of that kind A.gbt happen again'? 	Deceidedly„ 

I d you feel that yourself?....—Yes 

It 	oar e bean fairly obvious, not only to tot inO.abitante, but 

to the forostry ()Moore 96 wall, Ras anything bean 

done down hem, that you laioo of, since t at time, to try 

and make provision tier t such a fire would not happen 

again?eeefiot that I am laINCIP t: of, 	I went into the Taniil 

Iiren about f3 months ago, Ay sons 	pi ling up huge 

logs with a win.oh, but not burning t 	Toey cleared 

and t he =zi].1 site and so on, but what struck me betweon 

e and Ooojeo 	the Aims of debris and dead trees in and 

out of the forest, not only on private ian.d but in the 

forest *  I knew it was practically .  a barren of gunpowder, 

It would not have mattered who lit it, I warned my 

eldest son woo was burnt out, 	I saiii ilea, for do-d 

sake filet your timber out of there, I do oot gnaw 

whether you realise what sort of a piece you are in." 

samewintx I do not think he did realise as ouch as I did, 

oe said "We are doing our best, 	tai course this is an 

old road and rouoh as you -mow, oe haw 12 trucks carrying 

timber out as fast as tIa y can, 	V realise it we had the 

timber there arid a fire coos we might be split between two 

stiles trying to save the country, and trying to save the 



timber, 	1 ,:e a re doing our lever best to get the timber 

out," However, I do not think he realised to the extent 

I did the feerful danger they were in *  They were wirtptilir 

mighty fortunate in the .v1061 forest, 	They had hundreds 

of thousands of feet of timber stacked there during 

several summers, and they got off * 	I think the old fellows 

et a bit more cautious than the young fellows. 

you spoke of the debris in the forest; did you mean dead eateriel 

that -rad been cut aid left there, or did you. mein the 

ordinary accumulation of bark end stuff from the trees?... 

All of it *  In the mesemate country the outer bark is 

very inflammable and it epy carry for miles, It it was 

burnt in the cooler months - you could not do it every yea ,  - 

not more often then once in three yeere - the result would be 

you would not ha ve that condition In the fo rest, You 

would burn in the mesamate coentry end you would find the 

Tele never touched *  
having been 

1:10 you know of my roe ds twit:mg/pet through by tlea Forest s Comet se eon 

it the forest ereas?eeei was instrumental in. kletting a 

road carried throtegh from Porelltown to agook Lest, 

The Oountry .Roeds board heatlig.4 in hand, 	It as been 

a tremendous adventage to people In that forest *  

Do you think it would be better if a few more roods were put through 

these 	foresta?.-eehat is exactly What I argued to 

the k'oresta Coateizelen in 1932 *  that the country be dissect-

ed with earthen. roeee, Those roads ()weld be Improved 

leeuer on* 	Tiey weuld Out we the areas, and the areas of 

ifti)esteate could easily be burnt off *  

What did they way to that when you su6gested it?---hey politely 

lietenede For 5O years the Metropolitan board s. and the 

foreets uoneniselon for a slightly lesser period, have 

followed one idea *  and that is, no fires, 	if it wore 

possibility it might be all right; but it is an imposaib-. 

ility, 	That eres. I viewed 6 or B 'months 	o in the 
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Tanjil forest was a barren of gun --)c.)wder; thtt is, ea 

nears s I can say. Any -man who knew anything about a 

forest knew it was prime and ready for e match or lightning 

strike. I saw lightning strike a tree in my paddock, so 

it i.s quits feasible apart from human egeney. 	I do not 

dal bt t here are many seandslous Irian who would light fires, 

I know some of my own Itnowledze; they worry the life out 

of nae, . 	At one :lace the. Tor -eats Commission got right 

around me exooc:t on the northern face whIch was 1 -.old by 

bSOri tee • 	That WEI t3 a1 source of trouble to mo b  as people 

would put Y etohaas in without any consideration for me t  end 

of ,course the Forests flommission 'would not burn off, and 

would no allow me to burn off, 	.4ventually t Leo to pull 

the house to 'lodes and wail  for CR t I could get, I had 

560 acres freehold without any debt on it, a beautiful home r  

beautiful streams and everytring 	it was a terrible wrench 

to leave it, 	 wilily sold ic, or 	ve It to the 

Comissions  if you like to put it t As. wan for v. pound an 

acre, 	1 t avasas to be rid of it after spend 	40 years 

on that property, 

You merxtic nod the Board of Worlia, 

areas not being kept. 

area • vie called it tta 

over 10 yea:73 ago. - 	They 

and savardilera out et that 

magnificent tiriaber tbero, 

and there was mighty It 

you • experiensoe of t heir 

;=; through the Maroondah 

those days ••• a little 

clearink, the settlers 

time r  end them was some 

I was there about ton years 

timber left there. 	As fle-- as 

10-Quid owl it vita a rubbisla, dead timber. 

MR, Lahti F..: should millers in the viountain a sh country burn heads?--- 

Decidedly, 

,11:at about damage to tcie young 	ty considered opinion is t'a t 

there will be very little* While a mill is working in en 

area it is hardly posoible. 	:ince a -Ailler is gone 



they can get a fire over the heads and a f e over the 

debris that is left. 	'he possibility is they will get 

a good growth of young forest. On my land at ailderoy 

my experience was that after a fire went through sometimes 

got native oats aad some r kmeo you might say 	got 

nothing, it was a case of getting native oats and young 

eucalyptus growth. 

as t here any protection? ---Yes, there waz a certala amount of 

protection, 

MR, KU, 	When you weut into the forest first, how woiAld you describe 

t?.-,..It tas beautiful country - hugh timber, 	The first 

land I cleared as the messmat swamp. 1 Should have burnt 

it,. but it had trees grows 6 on it, 	‘Aa that particular 

part they had no tap roots. A brot Z sr of mine and mjaelf 

grubbed a number of those treas and afterwards I burnt them 

off. 	hen those trees wore lying on the ground s_ e of 

them measured 12 ft hi 	';e have a phonograph of one 

e which. was 25 feet through, it *as a hollow tree and 

mbled over a few years afterwards 	he growth of ash 

is marvellous, I ahould say you could mill timber from 

tb young seedlings 	 d4 not say the imber would be 

matured - in a to JU years. quite easily, :"hen I first 

came into our dist ict there was young g'rowtz that had boon 

killed in 30/11,t3 wsy by a fire, 	They were all 'milled about 

20 years zaf tarwardai aid were splendid t ickst 

In those ash forests. west here very much. undergrowth, or was the 

bush pretty c1ear?«.0In my property thoro was dense scrub 

undornea t 1 the ash. 

.4-rowing right in among the ner---Yes s, it would be 10 to 13 ft high. 

That kind of fore ,t naturally would not burn tgery 

That WAS your exporience?•--You would have t job to do it even in 

January or February, but of course when 9 fast firo 
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started lower down everything. would tic), 

If you did succeed in keeping that forest in its natural state it would 

be fairly hard to born? Yes, exoept in January and February. 

f -Yee messmete country wes burnt off as I say there would 

be absolutely no danger. -  

You do riot think the riouivtatia ash country is inflammable?eseeeo. 

You would not deacribe a mountain ash forest in its natural condition 

as beta a mensee?—eNe, ely opinion is thet it could not 

.

.eossibly burn except in the two months January and 

ebruary. 1 Use a aeen it burnt off deliberately after 

the hazel had been cleared *  

.,,hen you speak of a forest as a barrel). of gunpowder, what MIX is the 

other element that has been introduced?---I believe the 

aboriginals fired oeriodieelly to g, st feed to bring game, 

and that at ietervals those bre a -went up into the me $34. 

mate co nt•y. Un rare occeeions it may have killed the 

ash but that was very rare indeed, 	At ieunyip, after the 

1932 fires, practically all the timber went up *  Nothing 

was said ie the papers; probably then did not want it 

known, but there wee a lot of good timber and Dra t lea 11 y 

all of it went up. If a tribe of aboriginals had been 

let loose ie that forest, and carried on in their old 

ways, they woeld have preserved thet forest by doinE just 

,hat the entlemen Isera and myself have suggested, that 

is, burning off and ¢king it compulsory * 	eas far as the 

local corre:iittees are concerned I would suggest the Crown taatia7 

bailiff should be the Dart. kie is the MO n 	makes the 

Sri You 

ettlers get rid of the bracken, rabbits, end ragwort, 

he would be a very suitable man and eould tiave local. 

knowledge. 

want up into these Tenjil forests, and felt they were a. 

barrel? of gunpowder, we t het bee use they _ad something 

tt t to Ot natural, that is, fallen mill beads and t. nit 

kind of thiag?ee–I did not see where they were cutting tee 
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timber; I -xas r.ot there. 	'ohey had bed Refire there 

while I was .here„ except one that was supposed to y htve 	..rt 

started by so Yie fishermen on the west side of t he 

I ass sorry to know it did not burn. 	My sons Ft nel the men 

oat it out, 	r'robably it vould hare been n Protection if 

it had burned. 

Do we understand the dangerous condition wrtst 	scrubrhs.. ,.,Ard fallen 

d .bris. 	The debris fslis, and until it gets right over oh 

t).-.e around you cannot burn it, 	•!'here -ni.ht be a lot tbero s 

 buts so retimes you c Pr) )113r.:', it In three years; but more often 

in four or five years, even in six. 

In your opinion that scrub it actuaily prOduced by fiRre?••••tio, 	would 

uo, say t hat 9  

hat producc,s 	 the StitTe ze,se that t he timber itsJif 	nrodoced 

There 15 no question about it, Vic eucalyPtus 

is o 	plant, 	It one from tre seed, 	It is s query 

V.:111 among forc.n r .,y off toer 	d b,tstrren as' to z,ctually 

ced floats down fteer tho fire or whether it is 

there bcrom hand. 	',er.-1.ers11 Vie bushman's idea 1$ ttn t it 

is al o Jr,. the trOtirld so 	tbat t mr idea. 	e,ntioned 

Ltioats; v settler that I itrievf ciias alkini, Ovul s 

paddock that Yiscl been burnt :pears oofore, 	He :_otieed a 

equaro iron piste lyinz on the ground. ao did not know 

;...ov, it Lol. 	but 13.e picired it up anc threw it aside. 

6peci. '..1-Ifyiu it ;..,ad been Gas loft urcovered. 

(Page 1049 follows.) 
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contei • 	 ad been a good fire aver the goid, 	some 

iz-onths afterwards that square same in native oats. 

ma' 'et a fire that brings up the native oats. 	' e irnatine 

that wrIen. t here is a certain amount or danpness in the  

cround •  when a rim goes over it, it brings up the hative 

oats. 	'.1.!hst would have to be burnt it you waited a. ,E .irowth 

of forest or tct.'. seedlings to come up later, 

MR. 00W.A148t !i.70 you ever heard of a Crown Liailiff to 11g -I t a fire 

or OrGi171 lands for the purr:Kale or clearing it off 

I have not • 

'a'41DIAL o  

OliON it,DaOL! 4. 	£. 
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T 3-.50 

UtIAW48 sworn and examined. 

  

MR. GOMISe Your name is Charles fhomax 'debt), and you are in farmer 

living at Hill had?---Yee 

You h ve been present thin morning while the evidence is being given. 

Is there anything you desire to add to that evidence?--- 

There is one thing 1 should like to dd; I believe in 

periodical burning off for the safety of human beins 

and for the protection of our forests. 	I am of the same 

opinion as the previous witness, with the exception that I 

differ with respect to the suggestion that a'.'ommittee 

should be formed in 
	h diatriot. 	I think it would 

be better to appoint one AAA in each district similar to 

Hill Tnd, where an experienced bushman could be appointed 

to burn in suitable weather and to keep the undergrowth 

down in the forests. 	That would relieve the risk of 

big fires in dry seasons. 

o not you think there would be danger in selecting one swan for such. a 

responsible job?---No, think the average experienced 

bushman could do it. 	1 have lived in the bush for most 

of uy life, with the exception of a few years when Iwo 

away, but I do not say I am the type of an to be appointed. 

could nominate several people in the district who would 

be idea 	e pur ,nse. 

eo you think they would take thy responsibility?- -I do, and T think 

they mould do the job thoroughly. 

That part would the local police officer 4ay in burning off operations?--- 

I think he should be over the man appointed. 

Would you not then have divided control?---Yes, in a measure, but in 

the Army and the Navy there is a superior officer. He 

hands down the orders in accordance with the laws and 

regulations. 

hat is the difficulty in the way of forming a committee?---I think 



it would be a bit haelemSeling* 	In the summer when the 

scrub is lying about creating a danger in the district 

farmers such as myself would be hard at wort and possibly 

would not be able to attend to the burnoff, or the meeting 

necessary to arrange for it. 	I may he wrong but I think 

it would be better for one man to do it. 

Ttig CO 	 th:* not you think two or three heads may be better than 

one?---That ,ay be so. 

'feu prefer single control?---Yee. 

There is this about your suggestion, that probably you would get quicker 

action and there would be no time lost in arguments?--- 

t is so; but still I think an experienced man in the 

bush could control burning off and the organisation 

necessary better than two or three men. 

hatever form it takes you think that some sort of local control is 

aec sary?°--Yes. 

THIE 

ern and ixemined. 

r full name iu franois dward Paul.; you are a timber 

worker with your home at Hill .:41d, but you are at present 

employed at Hutchinson's Mill at ftmina?---Yes. 

Hu chinsonse mill has only been shifted to Famine. 	 fir 	.7171101 

Yes, and previously it was near Hi11 

That mill was burnt out was it not?---Yes. 	I was there until]. 11 o'clock 

on the morning of the fire. le were short of water 

at the mill and we were sinking a well in the creek by 

blasting out the rock. I was down in the bottom, the 

water was running down and kept it cool. 	y to wee up 

top winding the windlass. 	I said, ",hRt is wrong, some- 

thing is coming; I am getting out of here. The fire will 

be here before long." Hs said "Ao you think it will burn?" 

I said °I are sure, I am getting out now". 	I came back 

to the abaft and decided to get out. 
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I do not ;pant the whole of the conversation, but what actually happened then. 

Qid you go and take refuge in a dugout or aid. you get out?---

I went to my boas at Rill and, but the mart working with me 

went to the tunnel and took refuge there. ':prat ,wee a. loeg 

tunnel that I had helped to construct and it had been driven 

an for mining euraoses. 	It was not far from the mill a 

was easily reached. 

How far from the mill was it?---about 790 or 800 yards. 	it w as through 

bush but not through real scrub and there +vas a trash 

right to it. 

Was that the nearest place of safety?---No, there was another tune 

little nearer, but he preferred that one. 	(here was no 

dugout at the mill and there wee water where we were sinking 

well. 	One tunnel up the creek had water in it, but 

the tunnel where the men saeltered had. no% water. 

Had a.xsy of the tunnels been fitted up as a. place of safety? ---Noe 'but the 

men knew they were there. 	They were quite sound and 

safe becauae the tea A went 	 or 180 ft. 	That man 

reeelned there and <a said that He 	 safe as in aod'e 

k raping. 

.nre there any people living tat the mill? -act e of the men were away before 

the fire and the mill was not operating. 	They all left 

the all before the fire actually aot there. ardinarily 

13 men are employed at the mill and they could quite easily 

have all entered the tunnel. 
	fact, all Hill and 

could have gone in there. 

,:hat is the position at the resent mill, is there any place of safety?--- 

A Samoa is to be established, I believe.,  

sou took s nee part in the burning of the break at resift south?--- 

In the spring we burnt the tops belonging to the mill, 

adjoining the area worked by the previous witness, which 

had been burnt the year before and that made a secure 

break to aumina aouth, over which the fire never crossed. 
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Ma. is la $2 	se heard one of the witnesses say that in his opinion breaks 

bad nothing whatever to do with the question of safety at 

Famina?---It is my opinion that if those breaks had not 

there, Famine aouth would have been wiped out like hill ,and. 

There • igiat have been 	isolated house left. 

hill .:;nd was wiped outl---nar an isolated house. 

How many nausea went?---I have not of the fi ure s. 	I know that in our 

road every house went. 

ahsre did the people take refuge?---In open paddocks or vhsrever they could. 

All the people in our road got into an open paddock beyond a 

very high hill. 	The grass as short and we hoped to get 

it out. 	Ira fact, it was ao snort that when it did light 

it blew out again. 	Mere vas nothing to keep it going. 

a at Irea the condition of the bush around Hutchins° 'u All at Hill Faid?--- 

e cut and burnt in the In eh around it. 	it was fairly 

?aiod except on one side. 	We burned a little bit of it 

but most of it s out of his area and he had nothing 

to do with teat. It belonged to t e forests outside his 

area. 

That do you mean by "outside his ar a" -He head an area allot 	to him 

and outside that was  wzas riot 	 or milling purposes. 

Ph* part in which he had been milling oa  to that time was on Crown Land, 

was it not?---1 was given to understand that it was in State 

Forest hand. 

I unaerstand that it was in Crown land. 	chat do you say was the condition 

of the country outside iais allotment?---It was very dirty. 

grown up scrub - an accumulation. 

Ai have lived hare all our lives. 	My father was an old 

miner in the early days and it was his idea to burn the 

ridges first when they uld burn t  and then burn the 

:;allies later and ke 	he forests. 	The forests hardly 
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aver got scorched enough to kill the leaves. 	There was 

very little scrub there because t he fires were not big 

enough to brew! up the scrub. 	ee soon as S. big fire 

like the 1926 one comes thxsugh, a wall of scrub sprints 

up which you can hardly get through in three or four years' 

time. 	It cannot be burnt unless it is a favourable time 

to burn. 	It has to be reasonably dry before that thick 

se.ub will burn; when it gets eo thick you cannot burn it 

except on a particularly god day and then it cannot be 

burnt on a bad day like the 13th. 	There as a certain 

section of the country on whioh we certain runs that 

could not be beret under the ,ot. 	Tt had been saved 

up. I saw it before ehristmeo and said to a eentleMan 

It Chie gets alis-bt, look out for uo." 	On the Tuesday 

the fire came from 	south of eoojee uomewhore and 

burnt this strip; 
	 midnight, the eind eerang 

up from the west, blew the fire across the river, and 

burned back south-east of ue. 	it lay '- ere for two f 

amouldering and burning quietly. 
	 13tt it 

was just ready for the wind to start it. 
	soon as it 

started, it was one well of flame from and to end. 	it came 

straight into his country that was not burnt. It burnt out 

one of t)e nett who have given evidence here 20 minutiae before 

me. 	spark lit further up the hill, and it went up 

there like a furnace. I said to my wife, "I do not like 

to lose our hale; but we tidal have to save our lives". 

deafer', we left our home a fire was alight in a little 

paddock alongside the house but there was no fire within 

a quarter of a mile down the bill. 	If we do not burn 

the bush at a suitable time when it will burn, next time 

the fire comes there will be no one there to tell the tale. 

aid you have the area round your house clean,---I burned some last 

year and some thia year early in the staring, but too 
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early to have a good earn. 	it was so dirty further away 

that the fire ow 	clean across. 

the dirty condition of the crown lands around your place 

added to the intensity of the 	 honestly think that 
there 

the strip of country/was r 	neible for burning all of 

1i11 End out. 	Otherwise, the fire would never nave got 

in there because teee ands of scree were burnt last year, 

end we burnt ft big piece early this year in the head of the 

creek. 	There was a lot more burnt south down the river 

but there :s a strip in between on the southerly elope end 

they were not ever allowed to burn it up till Ohristmee. 

Pad that been burnt as it should have been the fire eould 

never have gone up that *reek. 

There was one death in your neighborhood?--•Yes, Yr. Loose re. 

understand that that was du* mainly to `the  feet that he would not 

leave his property?e- 	Raked to leave 
	

houee but 

he had had experience of fires before and tbeueht this 

would be the name kind of fire. 	a would not leave and  

we think he must have collapsed, fallen on the roadside, 

and got beret. 	He was an old man. 

o the practice ltn regard to eerning off heads in Nutohinsonle 

mill?--Practically all of thee ware burnt. 	far miller 

believes in burnine to when they let him. 

Alen did you burn last year?-e-eomeone lit it fire right up close to 

Ohrietmee end that reelly saved ftlidAU because it 

burnt clean erd left a eood €creak. 	On the Friday the 

fire came right ue to that part and th there as no 

more fire. 

That wee an accidental burn?---'ies, but still there was a lot beret 

ahead of that, early in the year. 	It as it dry year. 

aureine of the tepee- Yes. 

,eve you been in the habit of learning-  each yearY---Yee, every year. 

eo you know where eileton'a mill waste—Yoe, I have been peek there 

but I never went in there. 



Did they barn off their heads there?---1 could not say. 	I was net 

thorn loot 7eart 	I know that other s011e 1z he 

dotrlct burnt their tops in the opring always. 

There i4 Acme difficulty about tOitT---No t  the toes will *n - s soon 

as you get R werm 44-  in the sprihgl  whereas other 

busk mill mat burn. 

lifer oth r mill bootie in this neighborhood been concerned Rhout their 

safety to the pastt....,-..W lot of the* have had their 

bele/vivre taker to tunnels. 

Do you know whethar Rny attowpt ad boss wade ,  to 44r444• will *moors 

hero to pat in dugouts orior to this yoarl--...1 do not 

know about that. 	I have not he working long nt 

a will and I do not know axactly what the taw is in 

relation to rill. 

T am asking you whether the .we m have aver taken. any steps to ask for 

dagouts to he :ut 	 t do not thih*. there wee 

anything of that kind. in our 44111. 44 had the tunnels 

ir: our mines there, and knew that we could et to theina in 

* short time. 

As there uny dugout at Alston' T---I could not say. 

AIR. Wan; Tunnels were mere satisfactory fron your point of view 

them a 	tY- --I 4444 prefer a tunnel nt any time. 

4 the country lo sleep you csn go into the tounsl 

44d. Ilave an iron door shich 444 ta shut. 	There would 

.0.4e6 be no ,langer. 

V.,*44331010AR 4but io the diffsrenoe between a taaned and a dugout 

on the 4i44 of a hiL17---Ine tunnel is driven etraight 

into the hili Into .rd solid rook. 	filo timber part io 

0003., nothing will burn. 

Is it not only a quiet/on of name. 	a a auout is constructed in the 

side of a hill is it not a tunnelY-oe of the dagouts 

go downwards out thay reckon tPat 08 m trap because 

thorn would have 4o oo Jomethin on -016 top as a roof. 
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a. aAitUat You have had some sitting experieace? -aates, a lot. 

ao you say that it would be an advantate to have the fluor eloping 

wards from the door?---You would not want to have it elo na 

in ao t 
	it * ald accumulate any water. 

I mention the matter from the eoint of view of smoke?---The smoke does 

riot seem to be any -  trouble whatever. 

you say that there was a fire on the 8th February?---There was u fire 

on the back of this country on a Tu day. 

You are talking about the 8th. January?---7 do not know about February. 

around Ulleto 's mill was exteneively burnt last year, was it nett---

I was not there last year. 

R. &SOst 	t is your job at the mill?---I do different jobs. 	The 

last one was working in the log yard. 	I have not bless & 

faller, but haae been cleaning tracks right out in. the 

bush Isere the fullers work. 

Shat tife of the year was that burnt?---.Fe burnt some of the heads in 

October. 

heady atuld burn all right at that t iuse. of the year?--- 	ovidint 

a dry time. 	You have to watch the day. 

would sooner burn later. 
	burnt in actober last year 

because it ores 	winter, but in a.. o a ry year it is 

necessary to burn as close up to Christmas as poseiblee 

It wee not a bad burn in acton r?-- Not this year; but the year was 

exceptionala 	It wae a ood burn about Christmas. it 

burnt everythina clean. 

it extensive—It was in that area. 	It yeas a controlled piece. 

it could not get oat because the ground around it had been 

burnt. 

Any e e the heads left in October?aa-That was in the creek. 	It was a 

bit damp; rain cane before they got burnt. They got 

less in quantity, and there was not the burn. 	In some 

years you might get a patch burnt; the men would still be 

felling and you could not get the remainder of the tope burnt 

after the season closed. 	You must not touch fire then. 
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Aare were they actually cutting for the last six months?---About one 

and a half to two miles north of the mill* 

aow lona 'nes teat mill been cutting there?---For nearly three years; 

it is just about cut out. 

ho lit the fire in December?---No one knows how it got alight. 

tidal; that Aacrhape an old smouldering sturcp caused it. 

I noticed a stump steaming away on aunday last when the rain 

was coming down. 	It had been burning since the 13th January. 

ow do you think a stump could he got alight?---$o se of the old. loop 

in which than wood sets nearly broken a rt will smoulder in a 

y: 
	for months and months. 	rho fire may have burnt 

into the dry part. 	'No one knows who lit the fire. The 

men aere at the mill and they cannot make out how it started. 

There was same burnt country adjoi ine it, and tee rain put 

tan fire out. 

e that the burning of the heads that yo 	oke out?---Yee, earlier 

in the year. 	I have seen fires caused at different times 

by lightning striking trees. 	There will be thunder storm 

at times with very little rain. 	The lightn 	may strike 

a tree and you will acie free spring up. 	On going over 

it will be found. that the trae has been etruok by lightning. 

Tao not think that will haapen every year but there will be 

yoars when it will happen. 

aae there much burning of heads i eocember this year?---Ne, I do not 

think so. 	the iaaiclamation came in. 	They are 

frightened to light a fire and break the law at' er that. 

Did you see any fires being lit in the heads in mill areas in 0acembe 

No, 

 

I. have never seen any. 

do yuu mean when you say you have never seen any?- -I do not ha 

know if they were lit but the fires came in our heads near 

the mill. 	ae do not know how they got alight. 

Ft is a bit of a mystery. 	:shat about the end of November?----I could 
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not say exactly how Auto we burnt but I knee that is burst 

in October. 	This year was such a good year for burning 

that you could burn early. 

MK. 	 Chore 1$ alweys a ohaeoe of n. aro eterting if mill heads 

are left aroo d?---Any sereibie man wool.d tmtte will heads 

burnt around tie mill. Ae would not leave them there 

to burn down his mill. 

It often happens thet a Piro starts with gads being left eV:AIM like 

that?•--1 do not think so because no ill owner would have 

beads lying around his mill. 

TN G 	erONIVItt We have heard of several eas-es where they ve?---lie 

cannot be quite sane. 

M. KU-fss It would not matter eo much if they were some dist-n s e.way ?---

ic, 

 

but ttey oboeld be burnt because that makee it safer 

for everybody. 	There are ; sere orking right out in the 

buohe 

C Il /Ctiet: That may be the position in your district, but we 

have heard descriptions of pieces where they have not burned 

tope for years?---mite mills may hoee beon in very damp 

plecee etere they could not burn when it wee permissiblo to 

dc so* 

No e  everybraoy weed that they ou t to have burnt, 	they did not?--- 

do not now anythin6 about to ut. 	I aam. not goinz to 

arieee about it . 

--rriu‘-  to your stater4ent that no mill owners do that. 

of them do. 

41t. KL140: 
	

burnt boade?---Yee. 

How do you zo about it?---The bush amongthe heads ie dry in meet cases. 

If it ,were not dry, you would heve to cur the heads 

eeparateiy. 	If it is very airty tb4 out from one lot 

of heads; causes the fire to creep from one let to another. 

y of you 6o out to barn the beside—Iwo or three. 	.4e would 

burp at sell, tracks through the bush. 	You can burn quite safely 
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without burning right into where the men are fe ling. 

You actually take a piece of bush with a lot of hoods in it, set fire 

to it and expect that whole piece of bash to laurnTo--Yeo, 

if you have time you might light it in several olaoeo. 

do yo do it the fire gets away from where you xpect it to burn?--- 

If the reads# are burnt at the right time it might go out 

on the night comes. 	we tua.ve never had any such fires 

y in my exporience• 	Ay father is 73 years of owl 

and. he has lived right in the bush from the time he was 

two years old. 	Oe lived in a home that ia burnt todoy. 

4 brother is a farmer. 	Ooony years age they had a house 

with a bark roof. 	whey saved their, home, co you can tell 

the kind of fires they had in those dayo. 	Aecently a 

brick 404156 would not have stood whore we lived. 

'a fire in Oectoober get owayl--olio, no fire got away. 

only SA isointed piece. 	Pt oam burnt all around i t.  

ma. (104013.: Mao o you actually get i.r truftiono from to D'art off these 

icons?---Prom our mill to or. 	 permission to burn 

before the proolumatioo is io 	 'Mere is a 

good day; Beni 604400110 MA to burn 	Or else, we go 

out ourselves 

Do you get instructions frvw t461 forestry officers?---.ko 	have never 

- forestry officer s :: inotructions. 	I know a an 

who wrote to aek for pormiesion to burn Prom a forestry 

officer. 	waited and waitod for 	 lesion to burn 

his scrub, but no word came. 	It ors getting late. Any- 

how, the scrub waer ouruts 	2ie3 got word from the For .  to 

Commission afterward:: but tear* :aid boon three inchss of 

rain and it would have eo n impossible to have burnt it then. 

There were no wore Mayo un woioli it would have been fit to 

burn. 

I ■upoose the mill owner could have get instructions from forest 

officers without youoisowing it?---He may have done so; 

I could not soy. 

13 g,: Are you putting it tbrat there was unrestricted burning 
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in your father's flay?•--Yes, there was no lee >bout burning 

in those days. You would burn the parte that would. burn 

early, and then burn the other pmrts ts trey get lry enough 

to learn, and it meant that there vier* no bash tires. 

/hero do you thine, the orange-over occurred - when the restriction 

were imposed in your district?---I have never seen any 

fires serieue ono 
	

to do much damage u a till the 1916 

fire. 	Mere may have •son isolated cases Tehere men 

were burnt out; but those thinee t pnsn 	here. 

tiers did this chanGe from unreetrioted burning occur? 	 thiek 	1922, 

but I em not quite cure. 

)41) you put drat a the Auto when restrictions wore first imposed?--- 

am tt sere of She date, but it is from that period 

onwarda that vs have had the biG 

OE 	:U• 

JOHN GOD  Y " 	„:wore a cd.asmained. 

MR. GONSI Ycrur name Le Jahn ileifrey >Axton, and rat are a timber, 

 .iller living et 

Before the 	e on the 13th January you and year three brethere were 

associated in a timber mill at Amelia Bree- Us. 

Thatis about 27 miles north-west fr 
	4 

Hew many people were employed on the :mill?-- `Vlore were 40 01 told 

that day. 

I understand :snot you had a cumber of buildings there; the mill itself, 

a bleceeetith's shop anti so on?---Yee. 

Did you have y tiib 	tbere`7---.„*oat 350,0ee super feet. 

That wee cut and ready for eemeohlue---fes. 	It was all burnt. 

I understand that the mill us burnt out on the 13th thd you and acme 

29 Other° toQK refuo in a dugoet?---There were 30 others. 

Your brother, his wife and another man taut refuge in a uweller tuee1L, 

and were buret?---That is correct. 

urther down from here a .umber rf fani.liea f  including the ao 
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were burnt out also and. five 2eople were burnt to death?---Yes. 

4ould you mind telling the eommission the dimansione of the dugout 

in which you took. refuge. 

GOMAISION1 -41; Describe it to u4 	 cannot swear that I 

am exact, but it is approxlutely SO ft. long, 7 ft. wide and 

6 ft. high. 

Is it built in the hilleide?--eYee, in the billsile, 	few yerde 

*bevel the logging winch. 

There is no roof any Where---!4c, it was dug irto the hilleAe and the 

root and part or the sides rare tiabered in cane water or 

anything e:tee ab 	dieUdse the roof. 

i. 00.4ANlit 'Oae there try water /aid erx le the 	orheed of 

that degout?--eYSee there see water were eloee 	but it was 

not laid on. 	le relied on tubs, buckete, otc. end carted 

in a. mauoFpiy beforehand. 	.totually, there were a couple of 

teaks within 15 yerde. 

there any exposed woodwork?---`r are woe ft little rigilt on the 

front of the duo t. The end of the timbers which formed 

the protection. to stop the roof feJline in ti -uld be exposed, 

together with n couple of ooets. Aherwi-a there was no 

exposed woodwork. 

I understand that nore of the timber work caught fir.?---No, it did not. 

You were there for quite long hils7--eTwe hours. 

7bere Is just one Bart of your experience that might be useful. 

I unlerstand that you bung a blanket over the front part of 

the dugout, alA subequeatly when the air got bad you had 

another blanket placed further bask from the eutrenca?.•--Yes. 

iou fund that it was of some assistance?---Yes. 	(114b man said "We 

cannot hold it here; can we put the blanket Further back." 

I was one of the men holdia the blanket at the time so I 

got relief, stabbed a couple of wet blankets, and made 

another screen about 6 ft. back. 	d that it eased 
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coesidorably the poeitior of the eon in front. 	That was 

not our original idea. 	my left the two lots at blankets 

there. 

Alat do you think Yeas the offset of hanging this blanket farther osok?---. 

If you light a fire out in the open and attompt to dry, say, 

the koees of your trousers, the emoite comes up into your 

You walk around the fire and the sametaing hapens. 

in fact, the smoke will foLlo-, you around and 

	

get in your eyes. 	Aat is ohen there is no wino. 

coeeider that oe formed a sort of chamber and the oocond 

blanket forced a but tar for the omake. 	It did not penetrate 

through there, and also eosed the preosuro. 

ou aotoally etood beteeea the U. blankets2---No.):here oould be 

about eight uen whir stood between the two blankets and the 

rest 4ore further beck in the 	oat. 

	

That *az not Obe only dogout. 	i onderstaatd there were three oters?--- 

,fes. 

there woo one nearly as lorgo as that?---o, tiatt as thete I r ,eat by far. 

.hat was the sits of the dugout nearest in olze?-”There were a couple 

that oere about 25 ft. lona, 9 ft. wide, and 6 ft. high. 

body took refuge iv thooe at all?---Yes, six teen took refuge in them. 

fhoy 'same out of it all right?---Yes, they had a pretty difficult time. 

One man is still practically eufferiag from Lis eye. Taking 

it on the whole, they got off pretty well. 

muallett dugout wms where your brother .orid the others tooX refuget--- 

11* 

•4eaking generally, I understand. that the timber in that dugout caught 

fire and moms purt of the roof sollepsed?---les, about 6 ft. 

of It - the first section. 	Ito*. split into about 

6 ft. lactions. 

:b* did it come about that you put these dugouts in originally --- 
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That gess bask a long way. 	I think it nos my Lrid who 

suggested in the 1926 fire that if he had biton one of the 

people up at Whalley's mill or the settlement cluRe by, 

he would have run a couple of hundred yards up the £eenak 

read wut 6cot into a mine tunnel. 	'Mak it would have 

been u goal couple of hundred varde, but still the idea 

vas whore. 	(r. Seoul= of the Timber 4Ortere Union 

hoard of the idea and that -ears the origin of the dugoats 

as far as fire pro-testi-Qs to the sawmills wme concerned. 

(Page 1)64 follows). 
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M. GO .# sae it simply because of your father's idea you put in these 

dugouts, or was there any kind of exchange of ideas between 

the sawmillers and the Forests Camaission?---Ihe Yoresta 

1 jar i si n took the Wee up. 	es were sawmilling In the 

erica district at the time, and the Forests ;oaunissiort advised 

all eawmillers to build dugouts, 	We were all born and bred 

in the bush and it seemed a good idea to us. ee put in a 

dugout, which incidentally was never used for that purpose 

until this last tire. I understand some of the forestry 

men took refuge in it. It is still there. 

You did the came thing Then you started off in this other area?---Yes, but 

we went one better at Tanjilo 	ee built a more extensive 

dugout there. 

lou tied no p evioue experience of having to etelter in a dugout at all?--- 

No. 

I believe the two small dugouts on your property were built by the Gauntry 

'tetrads em rd?---"Whatis tessex true. 

{hat had been the positioe so fir as your mill was ooncerried eitb regard 

to the burning off of heads?---every year we were issued 

witb a notice; I cannot say exactly when it wee, August 

or eptember, requiring us to burs off under the Forest 

agulatioes before the end of October. 	oa e years teat 

was quite possible; they were burnt off, but other years 

they e ere not. 	If you started a fire it migbt burn. a 

little and leave a mess on the ground, then the brother who 

burnt in the fire, and who generally looked after that 

part of the business, would speak to the eoreets eom ►ission 

and ash for an extension. That may or may not have been 

granted, but if the extension was granted as it was several 

times, we would. burn off before the end of November. 

es generally did get a burn altbeugh there 

was a little variance between us and the eoreetry 

officer in charge, because the .Forestry officer woule say it was 
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hot and dry enough to burn, and the brother '3ee. would say 

it was not. 	There was a bit of difference of opinion in 

that way. 	Yor instance, when we burnt we liked a burn 

that would really clean up the rubbish, not a burn that 

would leave a bit here and there end leave the rubbish on 

the ground next year. 	The i'oreete 0vmmiesion would go 

the other way; they were a little cautious and wanted to 

make sure oe did not get tea fierce a burn bee:ease they 

said it would destroy the seed trees. 	If it °ems a 

year like this last one there would not haws been any need 

for an extension of burning, becauee it was all burnt 

aroand in those areas. 

/hen did rn have the last burn off?---1 cannot tell you exactly; I 

think it must have oseil during last October. 

Sn general did you find the oreetry A•ficers were anxious you bould 

burn off the heads? ---Yee, definitely. 	Puttees part 

and parcel of our contract if it came to the point. 

That wa one of the conditions of the licence?---Yes. 

who was the sarticular forestry officer dealing with you?---In the 

area *e are now irt, qr. t r nal.lack of iieerim ,oath. 

Moss often* would you see him?---It is more or lees conjectures on my' 

part. 	Generally my business did not take me out into the 

back. 	I could not say how often he would get out there. 

It has beensuggested today, and at other times, that having regard 

to the risk. you run it would be a good idea, to get the 

mill out of the forest area altogether, and 40 have 

both the 	end. the men right outside the forest. have 

you any views about that?---Yee, I think as far as the 

sawmill itself is concerned, it would be quite a feasible 

idea; but logging operations must necessarily remain 

in the forest. 	I think if you took the logging crews 

out of the forest you would get into trouble. 

In what way?---In this way; in as fore stlike this you would het well 

into it, anything up to 12, 15, 20 or possibly up to 30 

miles. 	You would .probably be that far from your 
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settle: ent s  end you would probably have to pay men making 

or travelling 	dy the time you paid their tramsport 

it would not be art economical proposition. 

re you cutting mountain ash out there?e-albetly. 

aave yoo turned over in your mind the question of the extra cost 

incurred in taking the loge out?---Yee. 

your conclusions about that would that mean a great deal 

of difference to you in the case of mountain ash?---It would 

mean a considerable difference, but it hae its compensationa. 

For inetwice, you could get rid of your waste fur paper pulp, 

rho demand for paper pulp is developing?--- efinitely. . Ha far as 

mountain ash is concerned tLere is no worry at all about it 

they can take it as fast as you can get it. They are 

anxious for it. 

a) far as you are concern 	the 7,:F:Eole sclaasaaae would have to ire limited 

to keeping the mills outside and leavi he assn in the 

ent?-- ly those men engaaed in the loagi g. 

many men were engaged in the lo aging at your mill?--aiou about 

eight. 

That would be oat at the cutting areal---actually the winch or the 

log hauler. 	It is situated right at tho mill, but as 

you pushed in you shift it further back. 

Aare you here in the days of the 1926 fire?---In the irioa district. 

win, touted' the Jommiesion, of your own kmowledge, what s tops have 

been taken by the Forests Oommiesion to make the forest 

area aufer in the parte you know of?---Outting fire breaks 

or patrol tracks. 	In some cases the tracks are, I think 

round about 29 ft. aide, and in soma cases they are only 

9 ft. or 10 ft. wide. 	aowever, they cries-crossed the 

country fairly well with those, and in a few instances 

they Agnew rough earthen roads. 

ao you think if they had put more roads in it would have been of 

any advantage?---I think the roads are definitely an 

advantage. 
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You think yoe oould do with more roads in these areas around hers 

and Brice?---Yes, definitely. 

1 do not know nether you have told the Commission in 

Which direction that 50 ft. dugout faces?---It is 

due south. 

Dave you 	 theories about the proper direction for dugouts to take?--- 

I think they vary with different localities. 	For 

instence s  the meet die/au -brow fires are geeerally fires 

with a north wind behind them; but in eomo cases you 

miebt have s  as we ad. in Tanjii even s  a fire coming 

from a different direction. 	The fire that 0O1D on um 

was clement south-went. 

ee you think it would be en adeentage to have come sort of baffle plate 

of earth, or eemeteine nee teat in front of the dugout s 

 so that you eould eater from sea side?---I do not agree 

with that ids*. 	I think theidea would ee to have 

a door made of a eteel. fraee s  fairly rigid, and even 

covered eite gr lvaEiiceed iron. to take the full blest of 

the etre. 	e fire like that alwoym tries t terrific 

mid the dueout would nut be air tight. ',hat I have 

against the borne in front s  und the two entrancee - I 

may be totally wrong - the teedeeey would be to drive the 
there 

air from the dugout. 	If it did that/would be a lower 

preusere inside the dugout s  use the not air and smoke 

would. blocs in. 

That may be so; I wanted to eat your ideals about that. 	You spoke 

about the earkmt for paper puip?---Yes. 

That is only lean]. to this district?---Des. 

MR. J.40: In your time have you ever had to burn your heads after the 

Prociamation7---efter tee ereciumation has gone through 

Parleament? 

r. Linda erociamatione---No s  I can never reasabar having to do ac. 

You have always been able to get your burn d:.Ate before the Proclametione--- 
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I would not say that. 	There have been years they will 

not burn t  and the heads are left until the reset year; 

but we have never burnt after the Proclamation. 

t a fact that in an ordinary year you do not get all your heads 

burnt?---It often happens, but ea a rule you can t  unless 

the year was vary hot, obtain an extension to burn from 

the .'create eommission ea* the leoul officer up until the 

of iiovember• 	If it we* not safe, that would be the 

end of it; there would be no burn attempted. If a fire 

got it after that it would 40 ao ideate'. 	To my 

knowledge we ,W , V-0 never put in a meta after the 

Proclamation, and we would jump on anybody who suggested 

it. 

It has been stated that it is 	- eceesary to burn the heads of ash s  

becalms the asb bash will not barn. 	 agree 

with that4---I burn them, though I admit if you did not 

burn them this year, and you had a set year following the 

probability would be that most of those heads would not 

burn next year. 

Oot even in a. dry year like ti is?---Yee. when you get a volume of fire 

coming in; but I asps Baking of putting a match right 

in on it. 

i cold fire—Yes. 

44id not mean. that?---It will de 	e'y Won if you get a volume of 

fire. 	Up to date that as always ceawe from the low 

country. 

You would agree the may to destroy the as forests is to leave the 

heads in them?---it would certainly contribute fairly 

well to it, but at the sane time witen a fire like the 

one we had on January 13th comes in tio head in the 

Tanjil forest would only he a baaatelle. rhere were not 

enough heads in the forest. 	'Mere were only two 

mills and they heti not been there any length, of time. 

:Noma witnesses have said they b4AVO not ben able to t their burning 



done before the Proclamation. 	apparently that dose not 

apply to your area?---No, I would say it did not apply to 

that area. 	4e were definitely able to this year. 

ileugb you are a good deal higher than they?---Yes. 

knd in a foreet that presamably would not burn eo 

%0*AUis feu knew *here the ao ley's lived?---Yeee 

hat was the trouble there, that those people were burned. to death? 

4ae there no clearing around?e---There wore a few a ree more 

or lees cleared but very little. 
r:th 

b right up to the house?---On one aide/within a few garde of 

the house. 	Not only that, ae it turned out, perhaps it 

did not make much diff ranee, there woe a fire on the:Vest 

Tanjil about -liovember, and my brother, with a an siva of 

men, has a pretty tough, run in putting it out. 	That fire 

burnt up alongside Aowley's, but it was not what we call a 

good burn.; it went throa42 and killed the leaves but left 

them on. 	It was a tinder box and the whole thin 

woulU go like gunpowder. 	They thought they were safe 

becauee a fire had been through there, but quite a few others 

did not think so. 

ae there a eettlesnent around there?---No. 

owb? -  -Yes* we were nearest to them, probably a 

) - • than two miles way. 

as there any road out from their lace?---0 -  ly the road we carted 

the timber over. 	It is a A)uncil road, but they were 

only settlers there and the t,4)unoil naturally did not do a 

great dee/ towards keeping it open for them. -.since we have 

been in there, we nave kept it open.. 

Do you know if they had a motor car? definitely, no. 

d1ad4R,4 Is kjx it your view that the leaving of heads in the 

ash country contribute* to the intensity of the fire. 

pparently you agree ith. me to that extent?---Yee, that i3 

correct. 
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As I understand you, a fire would go through. whether the heads had 

been left there or notT--- fire like this last one, 

definitely yes; but a normal creeping fire would be 

quite all right provided no heade were about. 

fire - I think the express/ an. you used they were a 

mere bagatelle7---That is right. 

Thg WITNN33 IITMBR 

3 BRUNt 	aworn and axamined. 

MR. COWAN'S; That is your full neme---aalph ?mauls Brown, end I am 

a First Constable of police stationed at Mirboo North. 

I have be a member of the Police aorce for the last 

13 years. 	The greater part of that time has been spent in 

the forest country in appeland. 	I was stationed for 

3 years at apojee. 	Prior to joining the Police eoree 

I was a fat,  sr and timber worker at erica. 

I understand you have certain views with regard to the prevention of 

fires which you wish to put for the assistance of the 

ommdasion?- -I have been accustomed to fires practically 

all my life. 	aacept a, small part of my aortic* in 

aielbourno in the aolics Force I have been in contact with 

outbreaks of fire and endeavourini. to suppress fires, 

prosecuting people for ghting fires, and endeavouring in, 

every way, to avoid destructior of the forest by fires in 

the dangerous period. 	I have come to the conclusion that 

in spite of the efforts of the police, the ftrests Gommission, 

the aater Commie ion, and other authorities, it is impoesible 

to prevent the forest from getting on fire at some time or an-

other. 	aeople say that fires start by lightning, but I 

have never seen a fire start by lightning. 

I have aeon many trees struc p but I have Dever seen one 

burnt. 	I du rot think. there are many area startea in 

that way. 	 I think moot fires are 

lighted Aeliberately. 	one people light them for the 
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purpose of getting additional grass; others light them 

for what they consider a orotectian against the extension 

ot the fire to -:s property that might be aojoinlno. eteer 

people i.i;ht camp fires. 	Obey do riot care for them and 

they spread. 	A 000d many people light fires for no 

apparent mesa**, poseialy only to at SOAO cart of sat- 

isfaction ie seeing a eood blase. 	eefore I start on the 

eeteed of preveetdon of fires I mioko, say I we convinced 

that once a mou taix aau fereat is out 	eaes of the 

trees should ee burnt, :end no other fire wi,oteveer should 

be permitted to go into it, beeouse the ash trees is so 

tender that it is impossible to earn the floor of the 

forest without destroying the trees. 	It applies just the 

euraino IL en orchard. 

THE C 	eoI00Olis Attie, do you get that knowledoe from, that you 

the ash trees by burning ---I have traveiled all 

over tee Oast Jaw f ores t from oric- to J d'a :Point in all 

directions, and found thousaode of aoree o foreste .Billed 

by fir e. 	There le no eet leoent 444,40re near it; 

the trees have not beers ring-barked but they are killed - 

huoo ereae of thei 	wholly and uolely by fire. There 

have been eueceasdee fires over the area and the forget 

been burnt oat. 	The sec's teas beee burnt and it has 

gone into scrub land. 	I have eiteesseta that. 	The 

mountain ash forest will not stand arse. 	The only forest 

that i know xill otana firing without much deetructioe to 

the forest is ti o? type of forest adjacent to here - Allow 

grove - which ia a poor class of forest orewing on bayonet 

;rase~ country. 	 ronowill% wy theory that it i.e 

impoesible to prcver.L a furect getting alight, I would 

suggest o ridge be eelected et stated points in the seed 

forests, I would say 10 ML106 spurt, and cleared of all 

eucalyptus for a distance of bey 40 cOadeo wide. 	that 

clearing a poplar forest could be planted. 	The poplar 
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forest is on-infl 	ble and is very difficult 	 burn, 

ever when dry. 	It does not grow dry sprouts on it like 

a eucalyptus forest. 	fhe leaves will not burn as they 

ere nos-inflammable. 	A eucalyptus forest, when alight, 

burns just as well green as it Jose when dry because of 

the Inflammable as it gives off. 	It is impossible to 

check it ' you nave a fire break half a mile wide, without 

trees. 	I do not think you could possibly prevent a 

fire blowing across that, but if it was a poplar forest it 

could be prevented as the trees are so green theywill form 

a natural wet barrier to the on-coming sparks. The leaves 

and debris from those trees could easily be c3eaned up and 
it 

burnt in the wintertime, or/even blows away from. under the 

trees. 	the poplar forest would be 	national good 

because it is valuable timber. 

MR. 304 : Do you know any place around this srit3zs - .Noojee district - 

where you think that idea could. be put into operation?--- 

tee. I was stationed at eoojee, and since i400jee has 

been uurnt down I hovo visited the place, I axe convinced 

that the portion of the forest on the western side of the 

on which is one by the .eoreste Gommissioe should be 

cleared and planted with poplar trees instead of allowing 

the au lyptu 	th, because I am a!r .ied if it is allow- 

ed to grew as hitherto any town that would be built would 

be endangered in a dry period. 

chat is so- lewliere near the joys' Camp was 	is the spot I have 

in mind, coo only ealled Peacock's property. 	:Another 

thing I think should be done whore settlers surround 

(own Lands or state Forests in that they might be approach-

ed by the forestry officer and asked what burning off they 

desire to do. 	That could be aeoerteined front' them. 

and some assistance rendered to teas under the direction 

of the forestry officer. 	In districts where 
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there is no forestry officer, I think the local police 

might be authorised to grant permits to burn. Very often  

farmers go to the police and say they have a piece of land 

which requires burning. 	I am positively certain ail the 

precautions could be made that the firs would. not spread. 

Farriers have re' useted one to give cam/salon, but, of 

course, I must always refer them to the kwestry Offic • 

(rage 1073 folleqs). 
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411 n you were stationed at noojee, during those three years, did you 

see the Forests ::;ommission putting into operation any 

ideas to minieise 	 Toreste Commieuion had 

genes of relief workers from Melbcurne any other places 

waployed urtasr the guidance o an expo 	eed bushman. 

r2s air eted their o ►eratione in the clearing of tracks, 

oleanin up of I s foreste wad the 'oral opening 

up of the elate Cordate. 

ao you. thin 	re is auy difficulty f.bout tsarrying one that work 

from tne point of view of tee "terestr officer; bee be 

plenty of mee t  coney aeU ti 	do it, 30 far as you 

k -  1--- o, I think the i•oreetr offilers have such a 

h4a0 LOtrittay to control teat they caunct effectively 

eontrel it aleriag the period whoa patrolling is required. 

abet aboat - lre-iight g; do you. find that they have enou,fh men in 

wuoari 	040 to fit fires in or near forest areae?- -- 

 uric g the period I was at .00jee there were no fires of 

ceuseaueuce that I observed, and. there was no opportunity 

to determine whether or not the equip:aeat available to 

the loreste -asmiesin ells effective. 	.hey had no 

eceaeien to use it, ae far as I oun recollect, in the 

foreets areand that neighborhood. 

ve you any ate te ioruste at rboo north?---Yee, there is a email 

portion on the earth a do of '1.rboo -3orth of (.;rown lands 

and foresta l, either 5,000 or 6 9010 acres in extent, and 

ctioally all of it has been burnt. 

eas It daring January?-  -los. 	Portion was burnt in the winter, 

oomo in the epring, and right up to the 13th Janeery, 

hew: the fire practically consumed all the area. 

aho fought the fires in that area, or he did you deal with them?-e-

There was not very muoh fighting done until the firs 

menaced the eettlers. It was practically impossible to 

get people to velunteor to go out and fight a sire sinless 
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it Was going to injure th 	or some of their friends. 

;ehey did not take notice until it reached A dances point 

to settlers, and no notico is taken ther of fires in 

jrown lande, 

`:ho actually does the fighting when it menvces a settler's holding • 

you or ttm Forestry Officer?•—••her,. has only bean a 

forestry officer .  toer. for a short period 	ealbraith, 

the fires are ,:oticed s combination of farmers 

Adjoining' the property Alight send whatever volunteers can 

be obtained from the townspeople go out and attack the 

fire, 	Moms use beaters, some use spray pumps and we 

endeavour to cohtrel the fire; i41 that way. 

IS there any lack of co•operotion between you, the Forestry officer, 

and the local people or do you find tilt you all work 

tocetberl 'There is no collectiVe system nt all in rag, d 

to the farmers, until a fire menaces them in a particular 

area, 	;Ale individuals ID. that locality then 'become 

collective, 	f.f a fire bracts out on tn..e restern Ade people 

on the northern side would not rush out in great numbers 

to fight the fire, but when the fire comes around their 

corner, t reay tA re quite all right 	 They a re very individual 9 

and I he noticed t h t amongst t be farmi.ag people a ontat 

deal. I noticed an exception when I was saying at 

Coleraine, xsere the people would fight a fire wherever it 

broke out, I think they hallo realised that fires travel 

over large areas, in Appsiand they have >een so used to 

burninr that they do not view fires wdith the sal Alarm 

as they do 1.:1 the Western district, where they think the best 

thing to do is to prevaat the extension of the fire where—

ever it breaks out, 

n you find thatthere is e fire so newhere in your area s  bat is 

the first step taken? •I organize all available persons 

and send out a truck lead, 	I take my ow:, car and es 
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many volunteers as I can, to prevent the fire from spreading 

owe the properties. eo houses or sheds were burnt down 

in my distriot during the deneer period. 

in January Last when did you first see fires La the re gion of Mirboo 

north?.--Vireo were burnieg in and around the district 

oaths 11th January, 

Did not you see one before then?--Yes, the were fires previous to that, 

en the 3rd January there was a fire burning in the forest 

country, 

on Orown lands or was it in the forest countryeweeI do not know 

which is the division beca use it is s4 only recen.tl.y be 

estisede 

steps did you take about that?'--It was burnin on Grown. 

lands and I went and mentioned the fact of it burning to the 

local forestry officer, I sueEested that if se could t at  

tie Commission men from son sther district dt would be a 

wig ecaution to surround the fire and subside it, 

as t t donee.' did not see any men arrive, ehe fire eventually 

burnt up towards the town where it was attacked by a rat ay 

ganger and other volunteers on a Saturday afternoon, 

you boar from the local .Forestry offieee w' 
	was not able to 

deal with ite•-•lts, be spoke to nee Inter anal said than 

he had telephoned for men but at that time all available 

men were engaged_ • n fleeting fires elsewhere, 	ibere were 

outbreaks in all forest erase, nd there were no men to 

spare to sent to Mirboo nor h e 

fire there any other matters you desire to rention for the assistance 

oftie Commission?-eeThere is one ether matter in coeeection 

wiei the Proclamation, to my mind it is eot wholly 

preaticable so far as it relates to permission to burn off 

scrub, wood 	tner telings, 	in effect the Proclamation 

says t iaa t a fire can be liehted after 	p 	on e day 
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when 
	

does not °seised 90 dogs4 and not more 

than a light breeze is prevailing. There is also a 

direction as to receiving the written permission of the 

forestry officer, and that directions are to be obtained 

from him, At the finish it says that all fires must be 

extin€aished by sunrise, I consider that it is oraction 

impossible to extinguish a fire once a stump or a log 

caches alight. It is impossible to put it out unth the 

rain comes, You could not carry sufficient water on to it 

to put out a fire like that, 

ER* I suppose that is often a daneer with this late burning 

off, that people who burn of fairly late are likely to 

leave some of the ltikgs burning?---It ie impossoble to 

determine when the fire is right ont. 

I suppose thane Is no vary great fuss made about people who ligh t fires 

after 4 p.m *  and do not €et them eompletely out by sun-up?.. 

Jin:), nobody has been gaoled for it yet, 

nhat per wnent foret were you referrinc to when you said the 

lands. had been dedicated in 1938 as permanent forest?----

It is portion of the land adjacent to the Thorpdale road, 

extending to cards Darlamurla, but I do not know the 

dimensions of it, and I do not know what part it was 

separated from. I was one of the movers to bw e it 

dedionted as a forest, 	it is poor country and it is 

needed for the district. 

That is the only permanent forest I. tbe.t area, is it not? ---In the 

area patrolled by me, that is the only permanent forest; 

but thernare other Grown lands, 

is ainothor point in your theory on fire. prevention, 	t ridges 

should be cleared and planted with trees * 	Do not you thtnk 

that poplars would be difficult to grow under those 

cireumstancesate-eno, I have seen poplar trees grow on that 

high country, and grow quickly and well, 
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there spy particular advantage for poplm over oaks, or chestnuts, 

or anything like that?eo, but I think a poplar tree will 

grow into more useful timbers It is a good tell tree ahick 

would form a strong barrier, to an on -coming fire 

You think it would be easy enough to g row poplars there?..--Yes, I nave 

seems poplars growing and I Imo fou 	fires around louses 

where they wor v. growing. At Delburn there w re poplar trees 

around the house, together with one gum tree s  The scrub 

11 around caught alight, but actually ta poplars saved 

t louse, 

In fires such as were experiesoed in January last a half mile belt would 

not be sufficient to atop a fire?---1 think it would . 

How far heve you seals a fire jump the furthest distance you have seen?---• 

I bare seen it flying from one place to another. 

Fire has frequently jumped over a areater diatenee than half a mile?----

Yes; but I suggest a ridge to be taken, which would be one 

oft be highest Pointe round, and then the fire would have 

to rise over the ridge and blow right over it. 	do not 

say it is impossible to pass a barrier of that ktind, but I 

sm convinced that it would be an effective firebreak. 	The 

present fire breaks cssid not be expected to prevent 

extension of a fire of a3  proportion. 

Sven if the ridge did act as a protection it would only proteot the ball 

on which the fire bad started. rho half on hich rue fire 

started would be burnt up before this fire got to tie ridge a4.... 

Yeas I su ggest that they be put in at intervals. 

skt. Kal30s The real point of your suggestion is that you would not nave 

a bic fire IT you had breaks such as you proposes The fire 

would not reach the condition in which it would be able to 

jump7-4,-.1 am against firing forest country. 

abut was put to you was that onee a fire assumes tremendous proportions 
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it can jump for a number of nilese nut if you had fire 

breaks in the right places you would prevent the fires from 

reaching such dimensions—That is exactly as I was endesvour ■ 

ing to explain. I wish to isolate the fires, 

ne have heard a good deal of discussion about wheter settlers read the 

Proclamations or whether they ask for permission to burn after 

the proclaimed period. Do you think s man who has seen on a 

Proclamation that he has to put a 12-ft, fire break around 

the party to be burnt; that he ha to burn between 4 p.m. 

and sunrise and must have the fir right out next morning is 

under those circumstances, likely to ask for permissionle-eWo, 

TBS MatiktatIOtint nhy do you pick on poplars, it Is an interesting 

theory you propounded. Will not a poplar burn at eny season?... 

it is a very poor burning timber. Only last winter 

I was given a number of poplar cuttings, loppings from trees 

that were carted into my yard by the contractor who did the 

job, I used tam for fuel, but the:y.  were very poor burnlng 

wood. If you put a block of ;:oplar into the fire you must 

put a lot more wood with it, If you then take the burning 

block tInd theow it outside, it will go out straight away, 

You would want a few million oft hem every year for planting purposes, 

would you nottee-It is a rapid nrowing tree and it will grow 

like the ash, There are sevend different varieties of 

poplars. Other european trees ry be non-inflammable. 

I no the eucalypt tree will burn green just as well as 

dry when you get auffioient heat, 

an. aOnVitn: no you think poplars would be a better proposition then pines 

Itopmeme18, the pine is the worst tree in the world to lant 

anywhere near a house. 

have you asked the Melbourne and netropolitan Board of 1M)rks what they 

think of pine trees?--I know how the pine trees burn. 

Tit, VITJANS3 WItEDREW, 
4000 10114NO MAIWINisemillam0 
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CWORee OALIWAITEI„  sworn and examined! 

R, GOWNS: What is your full name?••-eAlan Georee Ualbral hi I am a 

f orest overseer stationed at Mirboo liortn* 	I am under 

e supervision of the Neerim forest officer *  

Whet area do you patrol?e--I have just been transferred to that distrtot 

in the last few oonths and I have aot yet been over the 

whole of my area *  I have been busy on fiEbting Mrs most 

of t hat time *  Thera are Cron lands mattered right through 

there from eeongatha to mos. *  ',bore are reserved forests at 

Alembice and balmoral *  I heve nobody helping me there, and 

the nearest forestry officer or employee of t be :Forests 

Commission is at eeerim eouth, about 6U miles sway. 

Is it part of your duty to e trol that area as far ass,  possible, to 

spot fires in various carts, or to find where the fires are 

three tenina forest areaeeeeYes *  

Do you remember t1 last witness, etr Brown, speaking to you about a 

fire, early in January when you were not able to get enou 

men to fight it?--e-Yee. I raeg up the Chief Forester at 

:•eerim couch but ther was -- sip available *  :everybody 

we bus, Red the y were prectioally all in the same boat 

as myself *  

e'.othing cou ld be done a bout it l'e.e-ao 

ehere wee tbat fire?ee--it we s coming straight out of Crown lands up the 

railway line in the township of eirboo 'eorth e  

th toning the ;state ore at in mo way?e--it bad one V rough 

the 3tate For 
	

It came throueh Crown lands and state 

forest, wn c b 	right alongside these Crown lands* 

To that extent it was a matter for the forestry offioersYeeeYes *  

Apparently that fire was threetentag the township of Mirboo Abrth but 

nothing could be done about it because of the fact the t you 

ceuld not get any men?-e- That is so e  

eere any men available, an that you can tnink of!---There were 
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local 'men available but I could not set them to volunteer 

to help until the fire practically got to the town,  then 

they onne out. 'Then It threatened the golf course an the 

Cemetery, they came out, 

now man dy after Constable Brown epoke to you did it really threaten 

the township?.'m—he spoke to me in the morning and said it 

was threatening the township on the Saturday prior to the 

big fire s  about the 7th January * 	It did not burn any 

houses in Mirboo North and we got it under control around the 

town, It burnt right up to areas that had ben burnt in 

the spring* It completed t. t on the •mday, the 8th January *  

Would you have had a better chance if you had be able to get men on 

to 7th January?---ad I been able to et men to help me oil 

the Friday I would have been aale to get the fire under 

control s  because it was. burning over country which bad been 

previously burnt in that year and was just creepina about *  

But it was much too bit for me, 

I am not suggesting that you should go out and do it on. your own, 

..[SO: Can you sa when that fire actually started? ■aaThere vas a 

fire burning at Boolarra below Mirboo when I was transferred 

to the district on the 12th December, 	'Znat fire wouldgo 

out aad start up again *  I would not say it was the one 

fire all the time but it seemed to start up from time to 

time in the same place where the previous fire had died 

down. On every warm day there would be a fire* 

Did anybody 8o out and try and put out that firea.Unly railway m en  

and myself *  I 	s working in conjunctionwwith then *  

Did you have any men with you?...aaO forestry men *  

how long after t hat di d it go to the nts ta forest?--aft was burning for 

about three weeks on Crown land end private country before 

it got into the .tate forest *  early on Saturday morning 

the 7th January, That is the morning when it threatened 

the township s  
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Is '-hat the first time that you took vigorous action about i 7  No s  

That is when you rang your superior officer for help, on the da, that 

the policeman mentioned it?---Yee. 

1`t i1 IDES WITHDRE. 
womwalie avow 

00;a3 •% L, IAg EL4AL sworn and examined: 

MR. GO-VANS: Your name is Charles Villiam Usey, you hold the rank 

of forester and are in chare of the :erica forest district?----

That is correct. 

I understand that distrWt has a large area of state forest included in 

it?---I can give you particulars in round figures, The 

district consists of about 572,000 acres, 

There are about 72,'600 acres of reserved forest?--- info, about 106,000 

acres, including protected forests, 

you take these figures, that the district contains 72,600 acres 

of reserve forest and protected forests totallting 132,000 

acres, or a Erand total of nearly 204,000 acres of reserved 

and protected forests?- ftiy figures do not altogether 

agree with that, 

'feu hove assistinE you in rica an assistant forester , a cadet forester-

and four foremen?---deSe 

At* they all stationed at rice704-.Not all at Erica, but close to it, 

You have a large number of sawmillers in your distriat?---Yes. I lis e 

been in the district about 3.it years, Prior to that I was 

at 6tawell for a. short period as an assistant, and before 

then I was in charge oft he Lai Lai district, At 3tawell 

I was there temporarily durinL the change over, Previous 

to that I was in the - arburton district and I spent most of 

my time in the Amburto Powelltown district, 

Are you a kj.eduate of the Creswick school?---I am 

's'he rice district suffered from severe fires in 1932, did it not?--- 

aot the IMAca township, but in the neighbourhood. 
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steps have e i. taken in the rtis ved forests around prica since 

the time the t you ha.; 4 boon in charge to ma Re the forest 

safe?•••The area bas been divided up. The 3tot a forest 

area includes'itate forests and Or 	lands. around the face 

of t be Blow Bows, ihat has been divided up by 16 ft flare 

lines or patrol tracks • frequently called fire breaks - 

which  s s wrong name s 	The era hasbern divided by the se 

lines running up spurs from the rivers to the top of the 

Lw 3aw plateaus 	e have been putting in cross lines to 

divide It more or less into squares. That was the first 

operations 

dow many a' le s of t hose ' 
	have h a put in since you have been there?--- 

---It is ha rd to g ive you that figure off 'tient], 	,there 

would be over 200 mileS, 

1) ch have been put in since you have been there?...o t  clliefiy since 

the 1932 fixes. 	I are. only flying those figures out of 

my minds 

ho _ e fire lines or ix aces are 	ly used for patrol. purposea oa d to 

enable burning back where necessary? •Yes to give access 

and for burning back. 

;A)at el t3ss been done?---e also put in a line of telephones which 

connected nearly every mill 1- the district and also 

connected huts where we have men, 

(Oontinued on pge 1083). 
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GO da{5ICeill.R: jUV6 you done i;net,  for fire precaution or for 

general purposes?---noth; it assists greatly in general 

procedure and it is also a fire precaution. Then we have 

a system of look-
outs aid fire guards. 

GO '3: how maay fire guards have you in your district?.---Ny 

number is three to five as required. 

You are allowed from three to five fire guards for the whole of your 

TWE GOMAISe OVER: Your district comprises 200,0 0 acres?---Yes, 

Do you feel that that is sufficient?..--i4o, 

MR nOWANSt la it al you can get?---That is all the finances will 

allow, I understand. 

How did you get that impress ion?--- 	I received an instruction 

not to employ out of the Commission's money more than seven 

men for the whole of that district. Of course, that does 

not inclued those who come under relief arrangements; that 

is, from the grant made to the Forests Commission. Thst 

includes the foreman. 

And you have four foremen?---Yes, 

You have never more than three fire guards?---I have to use foremen 

as fire guards, 

OX iS IG 	I Do you have four or five men all the year round 

I use the foremen as fire guards,' .3ometimes I use one 

of the other men and class him as a fire guard. That is 

not a whole time job, They are employed in ordinary work 

during the year. 

That is a sort of label that you stick on them?--- -Yes, during the 

summer months. 

If they are told that they are a fire guard they go about their 

ordinary work?---They do their ceinary work on the quiet days. 

on a dangerous day they go on fire patrol, 

You (1 ,: not have four or five men allotted to you as fire guards, 	You 

have four or five men who give part of their time to that 

duty.---Yes, that would be more correct. 
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• ,you read the Annual Report of the ForesLa Commission ?---(es, 

Do you know whether its activities are carried on at a profit or at a 

loss?—.Do you can the whole of the activities of the 

Commiss ion? 

Yes *  as far as you ovn gle9n from the reports?---If ail the relief 

money spent is taken into consideration, it locks as 

though it is not carried on at a profit,. 

I am riot trying to probe into the affairs of he 1 ,'orests Commission *  

I wanted to know why they were apparently understaffedte•e-

The Act reads that tte Oommisdon is granted e certain sum 

of money for works 	I understand that during the depression 

that sum came back to £32,0000- 

Perhaps we should not ask you about these thing 

• •ARBIR : You willbenetting Chit information in Melbaii 

La; 00bitill$SIONER: 	Yes, 

Ci0eilliS: Your foremen would have to car ry out duties in con:election 

with the collection of revenue, royalties and so on? So; 

they do not do much with the collection, actually. 

What about chocking ---e3orne inia se  

TEE CO M IS a 0 	: 'the y do not cheeks, do the y?—eeot very much. I 

might send one out to a logging area to check logs where 

we are measuring in the logs. 	They else inspect mills, 

One of those gen in ()articular is classed as a legging 

Minn r supervisor. He has a full time job inspecting 

the logging areas andt he mills, arid also inspecting the 

operations to see that theee is no waste, and shah 

like. 

• G0 MS: :lave you told. MIS all the seeps you have taken since you 

have been there to moke the fore et safer?---r c, in that 

district we have done cp ite a lot of what we call controlled 

strip burning, 

We know what that is, 	Oan yorl give me any idea of the acvrage involved?-- 

--It is in stri -os and perhaps I can give you a better 

idea in length. The strips we burn are from 10 to 20 

chains wide. We have done about 35 miles alone the 
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Thonpson River itself. 

That is in the three years that you have been there?..--Yes. 	The idea 

was to burn along the Thompson River itself and then burn 

strips i'roR' the river up towards the top of t he Baw Bevis. 

There wore four strips of that nature burnt, They run. 

east arrf west, more or less, and the idea is to stop fires 

coming dog from the north. 	e have based all of this on 

the 32 fires which have come down from the north and tie 

strips were run east and west to try and break that sort of 

fire before it became of eery size, should suoh a fire start 

on the Thompson, the line iar on the Yhompson was to stop 

the fire if it started there and :Ae stop any fire started 

by fi..3hermen, 

Did you carry out this controlled strip burning pursuant to an ire 

protection scheme drawn up for your district?---Yes. 

%atter of act, I started it before the scheme was drawn 

up is st SUMO r, 

When you say last summer, do you mean the one we are still in? -No, 

1937-38. 

Was that the first time you knew of a fire protection scheme being 

drawn up for any district that you were in?-- ,-Yes, 

Any y tematic fire protection scheme?---Other than the officers, 

Although Erica had a very severe fire in 1932, it was not until 1937 

or 1938 that a firms protection scheme was drawn up by the 

Forests Commission?---I had been asked by tte O.:mission 

what I intended to do in the Thompson T-"Iley and I explained 

my system, 

viere you asked to do that?a---I believe it was before the summer of 

1937-38 - just shortly before its 

a fter you explained your ideas this fire protection scheme came to 

light?--No, the fire. protection scheme as a. whole was 

inaugurated when the position of fire protection officer 

was created, 

you are referring to Vir e  Torbett Is position?--- 



a s 	office created last summer?--Yes, 	Torbet was in my 

di strict in March la st 

BARIIERs The wi tne Se may have misunderstood you there. 

G0VIAN62 	Torbet t s office of Chief fire i?rotection Officer was 

not in existence last surer?---got during the summer, 

	

TEE COMISSIONER: 	do you mean by that 	It was only a new position. 

I °eta() not tell you when it was erected, 

MR, TORBET: It was created in December 1937, 

MR. G0'4.146: This Fire Protection scheme that you have mentioned came into 

existence after s r, 'eorbet 's of lice had been created?--You 

	

mean t 	otual schemei 

The systematic scheme itself?--e.e had 12een working on it beforehand, 

You had been working on your own ideas?”--Yes, I had not got them from 

any-erbem else. 

'be may tale it for ranted that before that scheme c arf13 into operation 

each district officer was left to employ his own ideas about 

his own areas?-ieeeWe were instructed regarding the construction 

of breaks,  

You were instructed in regard to details?--Yes, 

,hat about mechanics?--each officer submitted his ideas in the plan of 

operation, it went through the inspector, 

'ellen you came to the erica district had any kind of systematic protection 

been carried out there?e--Yes, most of thrt 200 miles break 

was put in before I came to Erica, 

You do not like t he word "break" applied to, them; you mean fire lines?--- 

Y:es t  or communication tracks, 

had t be telephone been put in?--one long teleptebne to mills in the Tyers 

section had been put in before I cans there, I was not in 

charge of -Abe Erica district for the first few months that I 

was there. The second telephone was put in; it was not 

my idea, 

ehen you came there the schem, if you can call it that, was a kind of 

criss-erns:ing of fire lines?..--Yes, 

had there been aril strip burning?--.' hey had attempted to do burning 
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in the Thompsen beforehand but there had not been much done. 

In the f&rst year that I was at '6rica I was eating vs assist-

ant, es I have said 	They went to the Thompson Elver during 

the first summer and tried to burn but the weather broke 

and tney could not do so, 	It was a wet season, 

Have you been able to do as mach as you wanted in the way of putting 

this fire protection scheme into operation? ,..--No, 

What has bean your main difficulty ia tha direction?---.Money 

Alat means lack of rent---Easetly *  

Do you think that if you had been able to get that scheme further into 

operation you would have been able to do any good with the 

lest fire?---,Not with the fire of the 13th January. 

That was so because it oame from a considerable distance?---yes, 	The 

big fire on tna 13th January came from a consideaable 

distance, but other fires cam from much handier places, 

They started on th 8th January, — they really broke away 

on 3unday the 8th January. The 	in budh fire came through 

on the 13th January 

Does your answer mean that if you got another fire like the one on 

Friday 13th January no echeme you could evolve would be 

good` imi--.The strips that we had burnt through were burnt • 

over again, 

Vith the same intensity as if they weae not there?---a was not there, 

daye you any opinion as to whether they would decrease the intensity of 

the fires at all?—»—It has burnt the ground there, 	I have 

not actually seen the section which wa burnt about the 1st 

October, That was to really good burning weather but a 

crown fire went through that again, 	Ther•o was not much 

alight on the ground 

I want to make sure of this, Your answer seems to be that if you got e 

fire like the one on the 13th January, given the forest 

in the same condLtion again, no scheme th$t you matt] 

evolve would stop it?---I cannot see that any scheme that 
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we can evolve can stop the fire if it comes in from a distance. 

If some such scheme as this were put into operation at the place where 

the fire arises, that is, earlier, then there would be a 

good chance of stopping it from spreading? 	-ou have a 

fair chance, 

What raotice have you out into operation in the Erica District -wit 

regard to millers keeping the forest clean?--.'ne send out a 

notice each year advising them to burn off their heads, 

,
.;hat steps do you take to see that that is carried out`?-- Ue ask them to 

ring us up and advese when they want to burn, There are 

certain areas in which we like to protect our own interests, 

such as in regard to young seedling growth which may be 

adjacent, 	want our men to be there, 	a also want to 

know actually where the fires are, 

THE OOMKISSIONNR: What steps do you take to make them carry out your 

requirements?---Usually they do it without any steps being 

taked, Of course, we send Out the notice telling them 

that they nett° to burn by s certain day. 

What do you do if they ignore the notice?..--We usually see them personally, 

ME. GOWANS: Have you ever bad to do that during your experience at 

nrica?---No, not in my personal experience, 	I hare asked 

the man who I have spoken of as a logging supervisor to see 

certain people, his name is AcKerrow. 

Is he still supervising up there?---Yes. 

On how many occasions have you asked him to do that ?-s-That is rea l)  

a hard question; not on very many occasions. 

Do you frequently visit the areas where tese mills carry on 	 ?--- 

I try to visit the as frequently as I can e 	It is my 

endeavour to do so once a month, 

Do you do it?---I find that I cannot do it, 

'Shy is that?---I have inspections to make in certain areas. 	in that 
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district I hare a tramway to look after; it is like a small 

railway, and it requires a considerable amount of time, 

have you aeon this statement showing the duties of an officer in charge 

of a district (statement submitted to witness)?---I cannot 

say to t I have, 

All you accept it as being a statement of the duties of an officer in 

charge of a district. 	It is furnished by the Forests 

Commi ss ion. 

MR. BAiB s e have no objection to the statement going on record, 

It has been prepared by us. 

MR. U0Va(46": (To witness) Does it look like 8 statement of the duties 

you have to carry out?....-Yes 

I will put this in and I will ask that it be included IL the shorthand 

notes as part of the avid -nee oft he witness. 

THE COMM SZIONER: Very well. 

	 EXHIBIT 	 of forest of 	In 
charge of a district, 

MR. GOWAE' St Is it because of your manifold duties that you find it 

difficult to get around to these milling areas?---Exactly. 

have you heard any complaints by millers thlt it is difficult to get 

hold of forestry officers wheh the millers wait to burn?... 

I cannot say that I have, 	I will say this about the 

a ds trict; nearly all, the mills are connected by 

telephone, and that makes it much easier for them to get in 

touch with the oreetry Officer, 

Is it oor (let that even when they ring up hey sometimes cannot get in 

contact with you beoause you are about somewhere else?... 

That may be the case but usually there is somebody there. 

Is your aszistant authorised to deputise for you in the matter of 

giving permission, 	I allow him to do so, 

Ile does, in fact, do that?---Yes. 

Is it not oniy a case of their ringing up and saying "We want to burn off; 

can we do so tomorrowl..-- That is the usual procedure. 
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Do ,ou then array ee for somebody to go up?---If it is in an area where we 

think some of our men should be present to protect our 

interests, t for instance, in the seedling axes that I 

previously mentioned, and to prevent the fire getting away, 

we send our own men, 

When you refer to these burnings, are you referring to burnings with in  

the procleimed or statutory period from eovember to Oiarehlb.,-- 

o, usually befOre eovember or even during November, 

Is it necessary to get your authority before tuovember'?- Actually I do 

not suppose it is, 

Id it nevertheless your practice to ask millownera to get in touch with 

you?.--qeso it is more or less a practice, They do not 

object to it, and it is helpful to us, 

that is the position in regard to dug—outs at the mills in your area, 

Are thee ,  dug—outs st all the mills?",  —Most of them 'taro 

dug—outs, 

that has been the practice so far ae requiring them to out in dugouts 

is concerned?. e have not actually forced then to put in 

due—outs but we have urged them to do so, 

that has been your reason for not forcing it?---I have not received any 

instructions to force it, 

KLL60: You said that on a few occasions you directed your logging 

supervisor to go into the question of burning heads because 

somebody had failed to do it; id that correct?e--Yes„ 

On those few occasions how did you find out that they had not done so?---e 

Usual.y we keep in touch with them, 	They report to us when 

they burn, I can see over most of the country in my area 

where millers are operating, aiim we can keep in our minds 

when smoke goes upi We know when a mill has. burnt off, 

A fair amount of amcvAe comes up from ehe burning operation, 
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)o you suggest that the main way in which you tell whether they have 

burnt off is by watching the smoke?---se have officers 

who go into the mill areas. 	For instance, this logging 

supervisor goes into each logging area about once a 

fortnight. 

I take it that the length of time in -which they could burn is fairly 

short?--eItiepends entirely on the season. 

It is perhaps over one month or six weeks lm--I would not like to state 

a time. 	It depends on the season. 

Is that fairly right in a general way?---e month or six weeks? 

Yee---Yes. 

How manymine have you in your area?---.levee. 

flow many men do you have to do that?---I have seven men that I can 

employ. 

Dow many men do you ordinarily employ making sure that the heads are 

burnt in that six weeke? -Usually the three officers and 

the logging r upervisor. 

eoee t% at leave you in a position to say as at a certain. date that 

all the heads in your area have or have not been burnt?-e-

Usually I can say that at a certain date. 

You get enough information from those men in that time?--eYes. 

4hat do you do about it when they are not burnt?--eThatiepends a lot 

on the season too. 	Very often we do not leave it until 

too late. 	4e are watching the burning off all the time, 

during the season, of course. 

supposing you are getting near to your burning period'y end and you 

know that some of them have not burnt off, do you do any- 

thing about it?---Yes, we get in touch with the miller. 

is it a fact that during an ordinary year a good percentage is not 

burnt?---In an ordinary year, no. 

Did. you hear 4. Saxton's evidence this morning?---Yes. 

oo you disagree with it?- 	said that in some years he could not 

burn off. 
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He said in an ordinary year there was a good percentage not burnt?--- 

Of course, it depends on what you call ordinary years. 

I suppose it does?---It is a difficult thing to say. 

;hat is your attitude? - 1 will put it as easily as 1 can - towards 

this apparent fact that a fair percentage of the heads 

in these mill areas are left unburnt. 	Are you satidlee--- 

I would not say that a fair percentage of the heads in the 

district up there are left unburnt. They are mostly burnt. 

Would you say that 100 per cent. are actually burnt?---No. 

Is not Mr. Saxtun's statement typical, that is, are the other mills 

better than Mr. Saxton's mill?---I would like you to repeat 

Mr. ;*.xton's statement. 

I have done my beet to repeat it from memory - "In an average year a. 

fair percentage of these heads are not burnt"?---ihen 

Mr. Jaxton was in the ''riea district, X have been over 

his area and the majority of the heads in that area were 

burnt, 'would say. 

Is he not 	 in yeur district?---No. 

Your personal attitude is to et as much burnt as you can?- ea:xac 

In the mountain ash as well 	the other timber?---Yee. 

You are satisfied that it is perfectly safe to burn the heads in the 

ash. areas?-..-That depends. 	very case hae to be 

regarded on its merits. 

you in s e cases not had the heads burnt because it was not 

safe—Yee. 

how many of the 11 mills would that apply to?--eThere was only one 

mill that z did not allow to burn durina the last s :moon. 

You refused?---Ins, I told them that I did not want it burnt. 

hat about in previous years?---In previous years there were two 

millers Who we asked not to burn unless we were there 

to take precautions. 	We had seedling growths right 

alongside that we wanted to protect. 	.e utilised our 
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own men to look after our own interests. 

4o that sometimes you have not burnt the eeedlinge. 
	oreat officer 

said previously that he did not worry about the seedlings; 

he could not burn because of the weather because the mount-

teen ash area was never dry enough to burn outside the 

oroclamatio period. 	Is it your experience that you 

can get your heads burnt if you want toT—elleually, not 

always. 

Iiaceept in the case of fairly rare exceptione ---They usually burn. 

hat about thinning work in your urea?---where is none going on at the 

present time. 
you 

are/in control of it?---Yes. 

It has gone on in the past?---Yee. 

Gill you describe what is done 	have a stand of young trees which 

may be up to 30 ft. high and are very thick. 	as a matter 

of fact you. can compare there to a crop of oats in places. 

These areas have to be cleared out and tinned. 	There 

is no place to burn that debris that is formed and make 

it a  afe. 	The men are put in there and along all 

tracks and lines. 4e usually carry back a distance 

of one or two chains, depending on the position, or else 

bring it out on to that break and burn. it. That is an 

extremely expensive operation. 	It makes a safe 

section on each side of the break or tramway or whatever 

the track may be going through the forest. 	The rest 

inside is pushed down and laid down as close to the ground 

as possible so as to promote rot and get rid of it in as 

short a space of time as possible. 

In fact, the bulk of it does remain there—Yes. 

In among these trees that you are working on to save?---Yee. 

,that would be the effect of even an ordinary fire getting into that 

when it had been there six months?---1t is a hard fire 

to stop. 
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KaLso: I t would kill those others you were doing the whole 

work for?---Yes. 

And that condition of the bueh makes the trouble?---Of course, you 

have your tracks around the outside. There is a certain 

amount of debris on the ground beforehand, and Whmayou lay 

that down you only carry that risk for a certain number of 

years before it rights itself. 	After that period of 

time you are carrying no bigger risk than you were before- 

hand. 

So for that time you are carrying a risk. 	shat is your opinion, is 

that a reasonable and proper risk to take in the forest?--- 

That risk is not being taken now; we are not thinning. 

Can you tell the Commission about that. 	You have stopped thinning?--- 

Yes. 

e when?--she last 18 months to two years. 

There has been no thinning done in your area in that time?--✓That is 

right. 

Sere unemployed put on in your area?--- Yes, ,e have constructed fire 

lines and roads. 

You are using the unemployed to do those protected works you were 

describine---Yes. 

Do you know why the thinning was stopped 18 months aoo?---There was e 

Conference of Officers, and it eras decided they could not 

see the reason for the expenditure. 	after that Conference 

it was decided not to continue with the thinning. 

1 think when giving your evidence you said you had no trouble in doing 

your spring burning in October?---I do not think I said that. 

is it a fact that in ordinary years you do not have trouble?---You may 

have trouble. 

Do you ordinarily get a decent burn in Octobert---No. 

Olen do you get your strip rninee--Thatdepends entirely on the year, 

I have seen years when you could not do anything up until 

Christmas. 	neat year we could not do anything after the 

5th October. 

That was because it was unsafe?---Yee. 	The year before that we burnt 

out to within a fortnight of Christmas. 
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After the proclamation?---I do not know that the proclamation was in. 

,hat I am trying; to net at is your opinion of the statement that has 

been made, that the scrub country in this district will not 

burn before the proclar ation. 	have you ordinarily done 

your patch or strip burning before the proelamation?---In 

comparing this area and some of the other areas, I think 

I should explain the Thompson. Valley area is drier than 

some of the other country. 	I think if we took the rainfall 

within that belt it would be a lot less than around this 

side. 	T have not heard any theories on that o .but it 

appears to me that after the rain rose over the Bawl 	s 

there is a. dry belt from the 'Thompson River across to 

feldie. 	It ie all bare country. 	I can burn in 

the Thompson and not in other places. 

low far does your district come down?-1 come down to Fell Creek where 

it joins the east Tanjil, and follow the Tanjil. 

You have a substantial area on this southern fall?---Yes. 

You can burn that with strip burning if you try it?--set had some 

burns this year. 

In that southern portion, had you tried strip bureing before this year?---

No, we tried it this last seasons 

this season. was exceptional?---Yess 

t. BARBKR: You mentioned in your earlier evidence that Ur. Torbet 

is chief ?ire erevention Officer, and subsequent to his 

appointment there was a scheme drawn up for your district. 

Prior to that t ime, had you attended many of those 

Conferences of eistriet Officers?---Yes, I had. 

:sow often did these Conferences take ;lace?—Although I did not attend 

them I believe thee took place annually. 

Prior to ele. S'orbet's appointment, did those Conferences take the 

place of what is now done by the Chief Fere Protection 

Officer?---Yes, I suppose you c an look at it that way. 

eere they not for the discussion of Fire Protection measures?---They 

were. 

They were a mutual discussion between officers?---`des. 

11950 	 eLSEYe 



And for the development of a scheme for fire protection? ---Yee. 

TIC DaMVISSIOneetz 4r. aowans, do you question that? 

Ma. 00403: I de, but it is not my time to do it now. 

MR. BARBSRe Do you knew where those eonferoneee were held?.---Sometimes 

in Melbourne, and sometimes in country districts. 

I presume Mr. Torbet has developed schemes for all the various 

districts?••-I understand. so, yes. 

They will be co-ordinated? -Yea. 

YOU mentioned telephones, and you told the Commission they were partly 

for fire protection and partly for other matters. I would 

like you to go into that a little more. 	:chose telephones 

are they, and who puts thew in?--- ,leallyt it iA done jointly 

by the P.U.ae, the Forests Commission and the :fillers. 

I would say the ?onsets (;ometission does the bulk of the work. 

sve yoa any portable telephones Iti410iL your men carry?---I have one 

which can he zaed to tap lines. 

nidyou find the telephonee an - siatance during the last fl t-- hay 

were a big assistance. 	As a matter of fact, we were 

able to warn all the people quite a while before the fires 

came to their mills, that the fire would. probable come in. 

In my opinion that gave the mill people time to make up 

their minds as to what they were gang to do - their course 

of action. 	in my opinion, the telephones were a great 

ameeits 	i was also able to keep in toubh with what the 

fire was doing and in what direction it was going. In 

some instances I was axle to give advice to the people at 

the mills regarding the dugouts. 	?or instance, the 

manager of one mill to whom I was speaking, told as he had 

all the women and children in the dugout. I advised him 

to take them out, as he was using up all the air which he 

might need later on. 

harming to another matter, have you hid any difficulty in your area 

in the prohibiting of burning by settlers?---No, I nave had 
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very little trouble. 

have you had applications from they for permission to burn?---I had 

application this year from the Australian Paper Manufacturers. 

they wanted to burn around their stacks and a permit was issued. 

That was in the tine of the proclamation. 

Have you had any others---T had another application from a man in 

hoe who wanted to burn logs on an area. 	 was after the 

fire on the 13th January. 	1 did not know the area, and the 

man speaking; to ma about it advised me that the policeman 

been there on statisti.es the day before. 	'told him to go 

to the policeman and I would ring the policeman to tell him 

what the position was. 

PISSIONM What is all this leading to? 

MR. 3 Mit id you in fact give this permission or not?---I did not 

give it on this occasion. 

ire these the only two cases you have had asking for permission 

burn?---Cne case was brought before the .ssistant Officer, and 

the same procedure was adopted. 

40.8 it granted?---No, it was since the fire. 

COMMUHIONIA: The other case was before the 13th January, but this 

su er?---Yes. 

Dow many cases were there altogether?---Only three. 	In the first case, 

permission was ,ranted. 

The rest of the settlers had gone ahead without your authority, that is 

those who burnt?---Apparently. 

That 	t is established now. 

la. AA 4' 	 rave you eny viers as to the isolation of forest areas 

by wide breaks?---eally, I cannot see the use ofwide 

breaks, because on the Sunday during the fires we have just 

been through, one of the fires was being held by a gang of 

our men and when the wind changes there was a terrific 

wind which apparently lifted that fire and set fire to all 

the country round the men. 	They had to run for the river 

and their camp. 	That fire started up 51;  miles away from the 
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gully where it gut away from the men. 	It ale() lit up the 

intervening space by spark 

You deduce from that there is no particular virtue in a wide break as 

distinct from a falrle narrow one?--- :xactly. 

Have you anything to sae about local committeee?---'e have a Bush Fire 

thrigade in `rice. 

 :,ale:,SIO? it, 	r. Barber is asking you about a Local Committee. 

A. proposal hae been made that local committees might be 

formed to decide when a person might burn, and in wbet way he 

might burn, and supervise the burnioa e 	It may be theta 

Forestry Officer would be included on that Coirasittee, or 

pornape he would not be. 	chat do ycu think of the idea 

enerally. 	eoula you rether not anawer it?- There are so 

many proc and cons that it makes it difficult. 

R. aktiOkais  Very well, if you do not wish to answer that question. 

MR. GOWANS: fw many of those Gonfereacee of eietrict Officers did you 

go to?---I suppose I have been to five or six* 

One each year?---Ne, I went to sosie end missed same. 

(;13 those occasione, what wad the nature of the matters discussed; 

queetions of the type of protection it woo desirable to use, 

and that kind of thing?---That is right. 

Merely an interchange of ideae as to that kind of breaks you might use, 

when you could do strip buraing and patch burnine—Yes, an 

interchange of Ideas. 	One of the points decided was the 

width of breaks. 

The mechaaics of the thing?* - s. 

I do not want to load you to say anything you do not wish to say, but 

4US there any kind. of co-ordinated scheme which came out of 

aey of those conferences youaemt to?---It was a general 

scheme, and not exactly a scheme for your district alone. 

.;hen you say a general zoheme, lvhat do you mean by that?---:after 

discussion, certain mattere are oat out, for example, the 

,meth of breaks and welother they should go on spurs or sidings, 

more or loss things of z,. general. nature. 
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C:an anything be done in the future to protect 4ica township from fires 

such as that on the 13th?---.Lrica township was all right on 

the 13th. 

That was your belief?---ierhaps. 

There were nom other people who disagreed with that?---Yes, I think 

there were. 

Ock you think anything should be done?---Yes, it would probably be 

advisable to carry out some scheme. 	There is quite a bit 

of private bush, property around the town. 

..i.hatever scheme it would be could be best done by the local inhabitants?--- 

Yee • 

in conjunction with you and the polioo?---Yes. As a matter of fact, we 

have assisted the local inhabitants to barn off this hush 

land. 	have our forest which runs further behind the 

town, and then there is the bush land between the town and 

the forest. 	'e have assisted those people to burn off that 

section of bush country in between our land and. the township. 

ThE GOUNISSIONias You have often assisted. 	You create a state of 

danger, but you do not say you. have often assisted to 

safeguard the township. 

ma. tick S t low far is your boundary from the townehip?n--It is varying 

distances. 	I suppose it would be closer than half a mile. 

You are not doing very much in helping people to burn off the strip 

between the township and the state Forest. 	after all ou 

can require anyone to burn off in that half mile? -Ido not 

think so. 

You can under the Jot?---.e cannot require them to burn off. 

within 50 yards?---Yes. 

nrid nobody is allowed to burn within half a mile of the boundary of the 

State Forest between November and ;:arch?---That is correct. 

THE COMISSIONER: 1e are not setting on you, but the point we are 

putting is this, do you agree that the floors of the Forest 
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are pretty inflammaole, owing to your policy. 	They must be 

so7--elhey must be moo 

You have that condition of the floors within half a mile of the township. 

Do you not feel yuu ought to help; you are under a duty to 

safeguard thot township against an escape of fire from your 

territory as far as you can do so?---Of course, we hounded the 

town by one of thesa 16 feat lanes. 

Oo you not think it iu your duty to protect this township from this more 

or less dangerous state of affairs you novo created?---Their 

owe.' properties are in the 3tt4i state. 

That may, or may not, be so. 	oeople living in a near-by township are 

entitled to protection. 	That ooeetion gets the same response 

from all the forestry men. 	You do not realise you owe 

something to the town, and you seem surprised to know you should 

do something. 	has not that ever occurred to you?---The thing 

is, our foreet is half a. mile away. 

e neard a fire leapt a great distance?---0f course, wo cannot do anything 

when Et spark jumps 5, miles. 

If that sparks lands in fairly clean country, it io not likely to start 

a fire of such intensity as if it Londe on country with a very 

dirty floor?---No. 

loswever, the Oommiosion gets the same answer from our brother officers. 

as far as I can see, it oemos to be a general outlook. 

4. :0,ANO: how do you vio -  the operations of the proclamation in your 

area. 	Ie the period euitablo?---The period could stand a 

little more latitude in various districts. 

4hat about your district; would you burn later than the proclamation 

period, with safety?---oometimes yea, and oometimes no. 

Last year, quite a while before the proclamation, any fire 

that 4117.13 lit in our district was immediately out of control. 

Any burning on private property, or by the mill people burning 

off, was done before the procimnation. 

There were quite large fires in your district between the proclamation 
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periods 7- 	es. 

(here was one fire that burnt 1,300 acres between the 21st November 

and lst December?--..Yee. 

You have not been able to find out what caused that?---No. 

The fact is, that you have not been able to rind out the cause of any 

fires that were lit in your district during the proclaimed 

period?---No9 I cannot give any anawer to that. 	Before the 

proclaimed period, you can find out 9  but afterwards one 

knows • 

TM 0010110SIONAIts Everyone knows, but you cannot prove it?—dfbe same 

thing applies before as after. 	Aeally 9  they never admit 

it. 

R. 	Ss There have been a couple of cases in your district of 

fires getting away from mills? ..,That is a fitst. 

'Oaring the last year?---Last year 	had several et-a-ways from burning, 

around a mill, and also burning off mill heads. 	One burned 

226 aores and got away from the grica sawmills, and another 

which burnt 24 acres got away from 2zard's. 

JITHDUN. 

THE WEVISSIONJit The Commission. will now adjourn until tomorrow, 

let Mar b 9  at 10.30 a.m. to Noojee. 	I would like to 

thank the witnlesee who have attended at this district. 

I think they are a very good type of witness. I would 

not say anythie.g more than that. ;laying that, 

speaAng ccmparatively. 
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