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W. RAMSAY 
(SURGICAL) PTY. LTD. 
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Text Books 
For Medical and Dental Faculties 
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Dissecting Sets 

Microscopes 

Sets of Bones 
340 SWANSTON STREET 
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LTD. 
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STORE FOR 
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FOR NEARLY 
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The LEVIATHAN Ltd. Cr. Swanston & Bourke Sts., Melb. 
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LOOK FOR B.T.S. 
TYRE & AUTO SERVICE 

wherever you drive in the 

Murray Valley and Victoria 

You are never very far from expert Tyre and Auto Service when motoring 

in the Murray Valley — or almost anywhere in Victoria — for Beaurepaire 

Tyre Service Depots are located in leading country centres. To you, as a 

Motorist or Fleet Owner, this means that standard high-class tyre, battery 

and lubrication services are readily available wherever you drive — high 

class services that will save you time and money, and keep you free from 

worrying tyre troubles. 

These are standard Beaurepaire Services available in country and city alike:- 

* TYRE RECAPPING, RETREADING AND REPAIRS. 

* UP-TO-DATE BATTERY SERVICE. 

* COMPLETE STOCKS OF PETROL AND OILS. 

* MODERN LUBRICATION SERVICE. 

In addition, Specialized Steering, Brake and Alignment Services are a feature 

of Beaurepaire Melbourne Service. 
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ALL MAIN VICTORIAN ROADS LEAD TO B.T.S. SERVICE STATIONS 

e 	/qre  errice LTD. 

	

83-95 Franklin Street and 332 St. Kilda Road Melbourne 	
. And at leading Country Centres. 
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Mfalro E 
By Appointment to 

The King of Sweden 

STAINLESS STEEL BLADES  

SWING CORPORATION, 128 QUEEN STREET, MELBOURNE. 

Close, smooth and cool — that's the 
shave you get from every "Swing" 
blade. Not once or twice, but 20 
or more shaves from each blade. 
The secret is, of course, in the 
super quality Stainless Steel from 
Sweden — the home of the finest 
steel in the world. Recognized 

Blades, "Swing" is back again and obtainable 

of "Swing" blades today. 
War as the King of 

everywhere. Get your packet 



The Commonwealth Dental Supply 
CO. PTY. LTD. 

extends best wishes to all Students enjoying their first year in Mildura, and a cordial invitation 

to visit our Showrooms when continuing studies in Melbourne. 

We would appreciate your acquaintance, and any service possible is offered for your future 

success. 

52 Collins Street, Melbourne C.1. 

TELEPHONES: CENTRAL 4070. 4071. 4072. 	 TELEGRAMS: "COMDENTAL." 

Students 
Obtain your Text Books at 

McGill's Agency 
Technical Books on all Subjects Stocked. 

Write for Free List on Subject You Are Interested In. 

McGILL'S 
AUTHORISED NEWS AGENCY 

183 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE. 
(The G.P.O. is Opposite) 

Phone Cent. 8113-4. 
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From Mildura, A.N.A maintains convenient skyliner services to 
Sydney and Adelaide (twice daily) and to Melbourne and Broken 
Hill (daily) with connecting services to all States. 
For comfort, convenience and courtesy, "Wing Your Way with 
A.N.A." 
Booking Agents:— 

R. H. CHAFFEY & CO. 
67 DEAKIN AVENUE. MILDURA. PHONE: MILDURA 10, 700. 

WING YOUR WAY WITH 

ARTISTS : ART STUDENTS : TEACHERS : ARCHITECTS 

DRAFTSMEN 

THE BETTER YOUR TOOLS 
THE BETTER YOUR WORK 
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Inspect Our Wide Range Of Materials 

BRUSHES : COLORS : PAPERS : PENS : INKS 

INSTRUMENTS : DRAWING BOARDS, ETC. 

W. & G. DEAN. PTY LTD 
346 Lt. Collins St., C.1. 	 M.U. 8291 (4 lines) 
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NINETNINET

EEN Hundred and Forty-seven, be ng the inaugural year of the Mildura EEN 
 of the University of Melbourne has presented the Editors of "Dust" 

with a unique opportunity of recording the history and development of the 
Branch. 	Because of this "Dust" i:, a record rather than a literary magazine. 

Here in Mildura are six hundred first year students concentrating on tech-
nical subjects without the stimulation to literary expression afforded by an Arts 
Faculty. 	Therefore we do not present "Dust" as an Arts magazine, but as a 
record of the first year of an experiment in which only technical faculties have 
taken part, we have concentrated on presenting a chronicle of a year which has 
undoubtedly been a success. 	Reports, at the best of times, tend to make dull 
reading, but when those here presented are read with the understanding that 
the organisations which presented them have had only a brief span of seven 
months it wall be realised then that this year has been one of construction, and 
we feel the foundations on which future members will build have been well laid. 

That this year will affect not only the University as a whole but also each 
member of the Branch when they return to Melbourne in 1 948 can be readily 
understood. 	From the comparative freedom of the Branch life students will 
return to the limitations of city and home. 	To paraphrase Bruce Trustcott, 
when discussing the modern university student, "he will have to put up with 
father's politics, mother's radio serials, Mary's piano practice and little Johnny's 
home work." 

No longer can he carry on endless discussions on any subject with those 
who hold almost every possible view. 	He must confine these to the University 
side of his existence, for in the home he must conform in some degree to the 
fami'y discipline. 	He must subject his friends to family scrutiny and must 
moderate his more radical views in the interests of domestic harmony. While 
not decrying the value of home life, we feel sure that between the end of this 
academic year and the beginning of next a process of reorientation will of 
necessity be undertaken by each student. 

This year from home has given all students an opportunity to organise 
their own lives and to develop their mentality to think along lines not bounded 
by the views of their parents and of the particular soc:al stratum in which they 
live. 	It has placed upon them and them alone the onus to work, driven by 
their own conscience and without the constant vigilance of parents. 	Whether 
this has been of benefit will be seen in the future—ewe are confident of the 
results. 

And so we present "Dust" hop'ng that, for those who are not members of 
the Branch, it will provide an indication of the constructive success of this the 
first year, and, to those who are members, that it will provide for future years 
a souvenir of their partic.pation in the pioneering of what may well be a new 
era in education. 

The Editors trust that this magazine may prove some small tribute to the 
leadership of the Warden, Dr. J. S. Rogers, and to the magnificent work done 
by both he and his Staff who enabled the "guinea pigs" to enjoy the "experi-
ment." 



THE WARDEN 
Dr. J, S, ROGERS, 
M.C., B.A., Dip. Ed., D.Sc., E. Inst> P. 



INTRODUCTION... • 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE MILDURA BRANCH 

By J. S. ROGERS, Warden 

When this note is written—towards the end of October, 1947—we are nearing the 
end of the first academic year of the Branch. It may have been an historic year—it 
has been given much publicity—but it has been by no means an easy year, especially for 
those whose responsibility it has been to see that everything ran as smoothly and as 
efficiently as possible. There was no tradition to aid them and no previous experience 
or precedent to guide them. 

It was a big step when the University of Melbourne, which had always been a non-
residential body, decided to establish at Mildura some 300 miles from Melbourne a 
branch where provision had to be made to house, feed and teach 550  students, as well 
as furnish accommodation not only for SO unmarried staff, but also for 22 married staff 
with their families. 	The task was made more difficult in the initial stages as it was 
necessary to make many arrangements without reference to those students and staff who 
were to be most affected. The former R.A.A.F. camp had to be converted from its 
earlier use to a residential university, and while the mere planning was not simple, the 
execution of the plan proved to be exceedingly difficult. The work could perhaps not 
have commenced at a worse time, as building materials were scarce, skilled labor was in 
very short supply and during the period there was considerable industrial unrest. 	It 
seemed at one time as if nothing would be completed for the academic year of 1947, 
but just before the students came into residence there were more than 200 workmen 
engaged on the Branch. 

The Branch was not able to open as it should have done on the 17th March, and the 
opening was deferred to the 9th April. Even then although the laboratories and lec-
ture rooms were substantially ready, living accommodation was short both for staff 
and students. 	The accommodation gradually improved during the year, but much 
more slowly than had been hoped. By the end of September all students were in their 
quarters, but some of the male staff were still in temporary quarters. 	It says much 
for the excellent spirit holding in the Branch that so much inconvenience was tolerated 
with so little complaint. 	I would in this connection pay special tribute to the staff 
who have had the worst conditions and who must have been at times greatly irritated 
by the poor conditions. 

I would also like to express my appreciation to the students for the general excel-
lence of their behaviour. An excellent community spirit has been developed and it is 
felt that this is in large measure due to the high percentage of ex-service personnel 
among the students. 	They have led the way in accepting that, generally speaking, 
everything possible has been done to improve living conditions. 	Those students who 
were last year at school have also settled in remarkably well. 	Those who live here 
do not realise fully how fine is this community spirit, but it has been remarked on very 
favorably by the numerous visitors who have seen the Branch during the year. An 
indication of the excellent co-operation between Branch members was shown when the 
Evangelical Union, the Newman Society of Victoria and the Student Christian Move-
ment held a common social to entertain their friends. Incidentally, half of the mem-
bers of the Branch attend Sunday church services regularly. 

The Branch has had a successful year in competitive sport: we were premiers in 
the Sunraysia Football League and two tennis teams won their competitions. The most 
pleasing aspect in regard to sport is, however, that practically every member takes part 
in some form of sport. 	This has been possible as generous sporting facilities have been 
provided. 

One of the main difficulties in an institution such as the Branch is the catering. 
The Catering Manager has labored under great difficulties as his kitchen has not been 
fully equipped, and it has been difficult for him to obtain adequate hell, and, further, 
in the Mildura district it is often difficult to obtain supplies which would be more easily 
obtainable in Melbourne. The Catering Manager is to be congratulated on the man- 
ner in which he has attended to the feeding of the members of the Branch. 	The 
Buffet has been well patronised through the year, and has acted to some extent as a 
social centre. 

The Union activities have been well maintained. 	Clubs and Societies have met 
regularly and have had successful years. 	The various facilities provided in the Union 
House itself have been well used. The play "Rope" was successfully presented by the 
Dramatic Society not only at the Branch but also at the Dramatic Festival held in 
Melbourne during he Second Vacation. 	It is especially pleasing that these activities 
have been well-established for, at the main University in Melbourne, those who are 



responsible for the efficient running of clubs and societies are in the second or higher 
years, whereas here at Mildura all such activities must be organised by first year students, 
This applies particularly to the student newspaper "Primo Anno" whose editorial staff 
are to be congratulated on a job well done. The Engineering students have also pub-
lished a more technical newspaper of their own. 

Every Friday evening a visiting lecturer has addressed staff and students on a sub-
ject not immediately connected with their course of studies here, and these have been 
well attended. 	Judging from the standard of questions at the close of these lectures, 
a very considerable interest has been shown. 

The main ostensible purpose of a university is, however, the instruction of the 
students. 	The staff here have given themselves whole-heartedly to their teaching 
duties. 	Many of the laboratories and drawing offices have been opened for extra 
periods often at night, and the staff have given up much of what could rightly be term- 
ed their leisure time for additional assistance to the students. 	Again in a residential 
university the student in difficulty has easy opportunity to discuss his or her difficulty 
with lecturer or demonstrator. 	Such opportunities have been frequently used. 	As 
Warden I would like to convey to the staff my deep appreciation of the conscientious 
manner in which they have carried out their duties, not only in the teaching duties but 
in the numerous other duties demanded of them in a residential university. 	The stu- 
dents, too, have on the whole worked extremely well and have shown a highly commen- 
dable devotion to their studies. 	One feature worthy of note is that the writer of this 
article, who has had more than twenty years experience as a university teacher, feels 
that during this year he has had the opportunity of getting to know students much bet-
ter than before, even if he has failed to achieve his object of knowing each and every 
student by name. 

There is a group of staff—the administrative staff—with whom the students do 
not come into such close contact as they do with the teaching staff. The administra-
tive staff have done excellent work and any success which the Branch may have had, is 
due in no small measure to their co-operation and devotion to duty. 

It is hoped that those who have been at the Branch this year will look back on it 
with pleasure, for they had the unique experience of being pioneers in what has been 
termed an "education experiment." 	Each has the satisfaction of having helped to 
make the experiment a success. May the University motto "Postera Crescam Laude" 
be truly significant for all. 







THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE BRANCH 

by W. KENT TICKNER, Dip. Corn., Sub-Registrar 

With the end of this first year of 
occupation at the University of Mel-
bourne, Mildura Branch, rapidly ap-
proaching, it is interesting to reflect 
and place on record just how this 
great experiment in Australian Uni-
versity education came into existence. 

It is over two years ago since our 
Vice-Chancellor, Mr. J. D. G. Medley, 
with his wide vision raised the ques-
tion of the possible establishment of a 
University College in a • country dis-
trict. The University of Melbourne 
authorities by this time could see 
that with rapid demobilisation of all 
the Services they would not be in a 
position to absorb the increased num-
ber of men and women eager to take 
advantage of the facilities provided by 
the Commonwealth Reconstruction 
Training Scheme for University study. 
'This definitely showed the authorities 
that a Branch of the University would 
have to be set up in the not too far 
distant future. Also this was to give 
them an opportunity to foster that 
community spirit so evident in the 
Universities of Great Britain and the 
United States of America but so lack-
ing in the Universities of Australia. 

Until this time nothing concrete 
had been formulated. However, in 
May 1946, the Vice-Chancellor stated 
"Our position in fact is no longer 
one of waiting-for a concrete proposal 
with local support which we could 
consider sponsoring as an interesting 
experiment; it is a matter of provid-
ing for our own urgent necessities 
by drastic means and without delay—
for whatever is done must be ready 
by March, 1947. I am preparin 
a statement for the University Coun-
cil on the whole question, and if, as 
I think is very probable, the only 
practicable suggestion proves to be 
the establishment, whether temporary 
or permanent, of a University branch 
outside Melbourne, I hope that we 
shall all refuse to be daunted by its 
obvious difficulties and will tackle the 
problems it creates not only as matters 
of immediate urgency but as data for 
a most important experiment on the 
possiblities of decentralisation." From 
this date things moved rapidly in 
connection with the establishment of 
this Branch. 

Dr. H. S. Summers, who was given 
the onerous task of reporting on the  

various proposals and sites presented 
as suitable for this experiment, during 
the next two months spent much time 
visiting these places, inspecting them 
and then reporting to the authorities 
an their respective suitabilitics. When 
one is narrating the establishment of 
the Branch too much praise and 
thanks cannot be given to Dr. Sum-
mers for his untiring work in this 
regard. 

At the July 1946 meeting of the 
University Council it was announced 
that the University of Melbourne 
would establish a Branch at Mildura 
on the site of the present R.A.A.F. 
Camp, to which all students doing 
first year courses in Medicine, Den-
tistry, Architecture and Engineering 
would be transferred. Just prior to 
this announcement the State Gover-
ment, led by Mr. John Cain, had pur-
chased from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment the site at Mildura. 

The next important event in the 
establishment of the Branch was the 
appointment, annouced at the Univer-
sity Council meeting in August, 1946, 
of Dr. J. S. Rogers as the Warden of 
the Mildura Branch of the University 
cf Melbourne. The wisdom shown by 
the Council in its choice of Dr. ,J. S. 
Rogers as Warden has been borne out 
by the results that were achieved in 
getting the Branch in working order 
before the students arrived in April 
1947, for I have no hesitation in 
writing that only a man of the War-
den's ability, tact and perseverance 
could have obtained the results 
achieved between July 1946 and April 
1947. Also all members of staff and 
students will agree with me when I 
write that he is not only a great 
teacher and administrator but also a 
true and sincere friend. 

The work of converting the 
R.A.A.F. site as it was in August 
1946 to suit the requirements of a 
teaching University did not com-
mence until September 1946, about 
which time the first officer of the 
University, Mr. Carter, the Controller 
of Plant and Equipment, took tip 
residence at the Branch. 

The work was divided roughly into 
two sections, that of converting ex-
isting buildings into lecture theatres 
and lecture rooms etc, and providing 
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new homes for the married resident 
staff to live in, being given to the 
A. V. Jennings Construction Com-
pany, whilst that of coverting the 
airmen's living quarters into flats for 
students and single staff, and also re-
building the dining-rooms and kitchens 
being in the hands of the Public 
Works Department. 

Thus September 1946 found the 
University authorities with the site 
for a new Branch with many of the 
contracts let for the construction of 
buildings necessary for the teaching of 
University subjects and renovation of 
buildings in which students and staff 
could live during their sojourn at 
Mildura. So it was quite obvious that 
things would have to move at a rapid 
rate if the Branch was to open in 
March, 1947. 

Although at this time we had the 
nucleus of the buildings necessary for 
the Branch, much had to be done to 
the buildings before any teaching 
could be carried out. The hangars 
which now house the lecture theatres 
and the store were at this time still 
in their original position on the air-
strips. These had to be dismantled 
and then moved and re-erected on 
their present sites. This work was 
done by the Garbutt Maxwell Con-
struction Company who originally 
erected them at the side of the air-
strips. Whilst this work was being 
done, plans were being thought out in 
Melbourne of the best way to obtain 
two lecture theatres within one of 
these hangars, each capable of seating 
approximately 300 students. Evidence 



of the excellent plan throughout is 
found in our present lecture theatres. 
About the end of September found 
the A. V. Jennings Construction 
Company starting their portion of the 
large task which was ahead of the 
authorities. 

Among the other contracts, that is 
apart from the construction of the 
lecture theatres, which they have car-
ried out was the construction of the 
Chemistry Laboratory. This Labora-
tory was constructed from five huts 
moved from various parts of the site 
and I am certain all who know this 
building will agree with me that an 
excellent result has been achieved. 
Also the construction of the Physics 
Laboratory, and the Biology Labora-
tory were among other teaching 
buildings which they handled. 

The Union building was another of 
the A. V. Jennings Construction 
Company projects which was ably 
carried out by this firm. Although all 
this work, along with the building 
of the twelve private residences to be 
found, at the back of the Women's 
Quarters, should have been finished 
before the opening of the academic 
year, the lack of raw materials and 
skilled labour made this an impossi-
bility. 

The Public Works Department 
contractors by this time had arrived 
at the site and were busily settling 
down to their talk of altering the 
existing airmen's living quarters into 
flats for students. The contract for 
this work was given to J. H. Brown 
and Son Pty. Ltd., and also the con-
tract for the alterations to the Air 
Force kitchens. About November 
1946, the Public Works Department 
had working for them about 50 Re-
construction Trainees who had been 
allotted, the task of constructing some 
of the student's huts. Although these 
men were willing, their lack of ex-
perience and also the fact that they 
were only at the Branch for a limited  

time rendered this venture too slow 
to be continued for any length of 
time. 

While all this work was being done 
here at the Branch, much administra-
tive work was being carried out in 
Melbourne. By the end of October 
most of the senior staff appointments 
had been made and heads of depart-
ments were worrying as to the num-
bers of junior staff who would be 
needed for 1947. This was a question 
which could not be finally answered 
until the end of February 1947, when 
the number of students to go into 
residence in Mildura for that year 
was known. 

A notable date in the history of 
the Branch is November 12th, 1946, 
on which the Honourable the Premier, 
Mr. John Cain, introduced in the Vic-
torian Legislative Assembly the Uni-
versity (Mildura Branch) Bill 1946. 
Thus the Branch came into being. 

To do everything possible to expe-
dite the constructional •programme, 
meetings were held approximately at 
monthly intervals in the office of the 
Hon. P .L. Coleman, M.L.C. These 
were attended by representatives of 
the Materials Supply Directorate, 
Messrs. Carson and Butt, of the Pub-
lic Works Department, Mr. Percy 
Everett the Chief Architect, and of 
the University of Melbourne, Dr. 
Summers, the Warden and Mr. Carter, 
together with the different contrac-
tors. 

On the question of finance the 
Vice-Chancellor, Mr. Medley, some-
times accompanied by the Warden, 
Dr. Rogers, interviewed the Honour-
able the Premier Mr. John Cain, who 
since the project was first mooted 
has been wholehearted in his support 
of the establishment of the Branch. 

From Christmas 1946, work was 
pushed ahead by all contracting firms 
to the best of their ability seeing 



that no appreciable change had taken 
place with regard to material supplies 
and available skilled labour. 

However, it was evident early in 
1947 that it would• be impossible to 
open the Branch on the day on which 
the academic year commenced in Mel-
bourne. When we did finally open 
on the 9th April, 1947, the Branch 
was not as we would have wished it 
to be for the first students, for we 
could not allow only two students per 
flat but had to allot three students 
to each flat. As for staff, they have 
had to live all this year under very 
unfavourable conditions and all praise 
and thanks should be given to them 
for their forbearance. 

Even at this time of writing, 
October 1947, the living quarters for 
staff are not finally completed whilst 
the Catering Manager has still not 
got all the equipment ordered for him 
for the kitchen. 

Among the problems which had to 
be faced in setting up this Branch were 
those of providing dental and medical 
treatment for all members in resi-
dence. These were overcome by the 
appointment to the staff of a Resident 
Dental Officer, two part-time Medical 
Officers and two fully-trained hospital 
Sisters. 

The Chemistry department also had 
their problems, such as the solid con-
tent in the Murray River water 
which was all that was available at 
the Branch and also the fact that no 
gas was available at Mildura. The first 
of these problems was partially over-
come by the supply of distilled water 
purchased from the C.S.I.R.. Research 
Station at Merbein, while we over-
came the second problem by produc-
ing our own petrol gas. 

And as for the problems which the 
Catering Manager has had to over-
come in his efforts to feed the "600,"  

we need only mention the problem of 
finding quantities of foodstuffs in the 
Mildura district and, the lack of suit-
able labour to show how heavy his 
burden has been. 

Before I finish this history of the 
establishment of the Branch I would 
like to mention those who have done 
a great deal in raising money for the 
purchase of amenities for staff and 
students at the Branch. I refer to the 
Women of the University, ably 
headed by Mrs. Medley, wife of our 
Vice-Chancellor. They, along with 
a branch formed among Mildura 
women, were untiring in their efforts 
to raise money for the purchase of 
these amenities. 	The final figure 
raised by these good people was ap-
proximately £1600, for which we say 
"Thank you." 

Other people who have given much 
time and help in getting this experi-
ment going are the Shire and City 
Councils of Mildura and the Depart-
ment of Civil Aviation authorities. 
For example, both the Shire and 
City Councils gave able assistance in 
making the sports facilities ready for 
students when they arrived at the 
Branch, whilst the co-operation of the 
Department o•f Civil Aviation is 
evidenced in the granting of permis-
mission to use their darn as a swim-
mig pool and allowing us to cross 
the airstrip to go to it. Further, they 
have permitted us to leave the Physics 
laboratory in their area. Considerable 
help has also been given to us in the 
matter of obtaining equipment for 
the Branch from that taken over from 
the R.A.A.F. stations both here and 
at Lake Boga. 



Is ranch 
Although the amount of Pant 

Biology included in the Medical 
Eiology course is relatively small, it 
was early anticipated that, in a district 
such as Mildura where the develop-
ment, diseases and environmental be-
haviour of plants is of major import-
ance, a University Botany Department 
would become a centre where advice 
and help might be sought and ob-
tained. 

Such has proved to be the case, and 
the policy of fully equipping the de-
partment has been amply justified. 
Early in first term Mr. A. V. Lyon, 
Officer-in-charge of the C.S.I.R. re-
search station, Merbein, asked for help 
for two members of his staff who were 
to carry out research on the growth of 
citrus and suggestions for a plan of 
research were made. To do this, 
equipment and advice in micro-botan-
ical technique were required and 
obtained from the Branch Botany 
Department. Weekly visits were 
made to carry out the work. 

Return visits to the station were 
made by us from time to time, when 
we always obtained helpful informa-
tion and material most freely given. 

Mr. Lyon has now asked the De-
partment to participate in field experi-
ments on crop yield of Gordo vines in 
response to the use of growth hor-
mones. 

In the First Term also, Mr. Parsai, 
an Indian graduate studying for his 
Ph.D., was accommodated in the 
Biology Department while carrying 
cut field experiments of Quick Decline 
of Citrus in the district. 

Later in the year a margarine manu-
facturing firm asked for reports on 
local conditions for growth of castor 
oil plant; a horticulturalist wanted to 
know if it were possible to bud Daphne 
on to any stock; an unusual Anemone 
was brought to the Department for 
comment from the Merbein State 
School. 	A surprising number of 
such matters has been dealt with with-
in the last six months. 

The initial activities of the Depart-
were concentrated upon building up, 
in the form of an Herbarium, as large 
a collection as possible of positively 
identified native plants. 	This, in it- 
self, was a difficult and time absorb-
ing undertaking as only two, and for 
the most part, only one member of 
Staff was available for the work and 
the flora of the district is entirely dif-
ferent from that of Southern Victoria. 
However, folders were made, plants 
were collected, pressed and mounted, 
each identification checked by the 

National Herbarium or Botany De-
partment in Melbourne so that at the 
present time, the Branch Herbarium is 
fairly representative of the local flora. 
It has proved its usefulness in assisting 
students and local residents to identify 
specimens collected by them. Also, 
from time to time, we have been able 
to supply the Botany Department in 
Melbourne and the National Herbar-
ium with specimens for collections, 
class work and research. Among these 
was a new record for Victoria, found 
six miles away at Thurla. 

As in all departments being set up 
at the present time scarcity of, and 
delay in obtaining equipment has made 
progress difficult. Such simple things 
as flowerpots are unavailable, and so 
we found ourselves looking for jam 
tins in which to grow plants for class 
work. That progress has been made 
at all times has been due to the en-
thusiasm, hard work and ingenuity of 
the staff, who designed and executed 
many gadgets at the appropriate time. 
May I say here, also, how helpful the 
Melbourne Botany Department has 
been. Many times have requests been 
made for equipment and material and 
promptly have they been answered, 
and in full measure. 

The reactions of biological material 
are, to a large extent, at any time, un-
predictable, and in a climate such as 
the one we have experienced this year 
at the Branch, it is most difficult to 
predict the rate of growth and the 
stage of development at a given time, 
of plant material. 	This has proved 
a problem this year and steps are being 
taken to attempt to control the limit-
ing factors of growth by planning a 
darkroom and constant temperature 

conditions. 	It is interesting to note 
that the enforced use of tins as flower 
pots has proved advantageous since 
the water does not evaporate from 
the soil as it would through the 
porous side of the usual flower pot. 

This year there has been much dis-
cussion about facilities available for 
research at the Branch. 	In the field 
of Plant Biology, I venture to say 
there is ample opportunity for re-
search of a fundamental nature in this 
district, within smaller distances—in 
fact in the grounds themselves—with 
the use of simple equipment and an 
enquiring type of mind. After look-
ing at the district spasmodically for 
only six months one asks such ques-
tions as these: "Why do the sheep eat 
prickly salt bushes and leave alone the 
lush Zygophyllum or Twin-leaf"? 
"Why, in this soil, which is lacking in 
nitrogen, do certain plants not pro-
duce root nodules to fix free nitrogen, 
while the same genus of plant does so 
in Egypt"? And, with a chemical 
flavor, "Why are so many of the 
native plants rich in red pigments at 
certain times of the year?" 

Perhaps the solution of such ques-
tions may seem of little economic im-
portance at first glance, but the solu-
tion of many so-called "academic" 
problems has often led to major dis-
coveries—perhaps the best known ex-
ample is the discovery of Penicillin, 
an antibiotic of fungal (and hence 
plant) origin. 	Who knows what 
antibiotic may be present in those 
queer puff-balls on stalks found grow-
ing in the sand, for instance? 

I, for one, firmly believe that, from 
a research angle alone, the Botany De-
partment of this Branch may prove 
itself in the future as it grows from 
its humble beginnings. 
MARGARET BLACKWOOD, M.Sc., 

Lecturer in Plant Biology. 

MISS BLACKWOOD and 
"Henrietta Ford." 
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Holt, H. 
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Pike. Joy B. 

Rosman, G.K. 

Ross, K.R. 

Sorel. P.A. 

Thompson, C.W. 

Trewenack, G. L. 

Twentyman, J.T. 

ARCHI F,C URE R 'VIEWED 
PROFESSOR PROFESSOR BRIAN H. LEWIS 

In a short time the curtain will be 
rung down on the first performance 
of the three-act drama "the Mildura 
Branch of the University of Mel- 
bourne." 	Before the cast is lined 
up to receive the customary bouquets, 
may I anticipate all other critics by 
airing my views on the production 
and performance of some of the play-
ers? 

The stage sets were quite pleasant, 
but showed, particularly in the first 
act, some lack of preparation which 
interfered with the performance of 
the cast. Even now, late in the third 
act, stage carpenters are vaguely wan-
dering about the stage and at times 
distracting the artists in their per-
formance. 

The scene is set in the Australian 
back-blocks, and all three acts are 
played against a background of tem-
porary buildings reminiscent of a 
pioneer settlement, but despite their 
temporary nature the scenes show a 
consistency and logic in design which 
is lacking in the more lavish produc-
tions of the Melbourne Branch of the 
same Company. 

This is not the proper time to criti-
cise the performance of the male lead, 
Dr. Rogers as "The Warden", or 
even to comment on his leading ladies 
and his male support. Space will per- 

mit only of a criticism of the crowd 
scenes, particularly those played by 
the Architectural students, for the 
whole action of the piece is dependent 
on the minor parts. 

The architects are few in number, 
twenty-six in all, as against the hun-
dreds of the more popular Faculties, 
but, this few, this happy few, added 
something to the movement of the 
play. They emerged as a Faculty, and 
not as camp followers of the larger 
bodies. Already, by their efforts at 
cricket, they have played David and 
have brought low the Goliath of 
Medicine with all his hostile hundreds. 
In addition to the success in cricket 
they have taken a leading part in more 
exotic games of Rugby and Associa-
tion Football. 

The Mildura Branch has been 
noteworthy for its strong religious 
tone, and the Architects have taken 
prominent part in many of the de-
votional societies, perhaps most of all 
in that known as "The Church of 
Turkey" where they have proved to 
be devoted worshippers, and won high 
dignity. 

Some may not regard these social 
activities as important in the student's 
life, but a University is more than 
a purely academic institution. It is 
the place where the student emerges  

from the chrysalis of the school child 
to the butterfly of the adult; where 
he learns to be a citizen within the 
social framework. This is the field 
where the Branch has provided most 
exceptional and happy surroundings 
for the architects, who are training 
for a profession, which above all 
others, is a social one. It is probable 
that the architects will look back on 
a year at Mildura as the most useful 
in their lives, even if they did not 
fully appreciate the academic advan-
tages. 

Architects of the Branch are the 
last proceeding to their course under 
the old dispensation. Next year, all 
will be different, and the first year, 
which they are now completing (all 
going well) will be the last of its 
kind. Next session the Architectural 
Course, in all its years, will have a 
stronger bias to building and building 
design. This year has been one of 
the elementary basic sciences, with 
little place in the syllabus of real 
architectural study. 	To meet the 
conditions of the new Second Year 
the syllabus has been supplemented 
by additional studies. As scientists, 
the architects generally do not 
promise to be outstanding, and while 
this may be unfortunate it is not 
grave, for science provides only the 



background of their real work. It is 
in the additions to the standard course 
that the architects have shown real 
interest and made real progress. 

The first addition to the course 
consisted of films of architectural in-
terest, which resulted in a grasp of 
the history of the buildings of Europe 
which was really encouraging, and 
wihich supplemented the knowledge 
already gained by those whose war 
service had put them in contact with 
some of the buildings illustrated. 

Architectural design was intro-
duced into the first year for the first 
time by some two-hour sketch sub-
jects of an imaginative nature. The 
results of the first attempt were de-
plorable, but, as the year progressed, 
the efforts improved to a very re-
markable extent. 

The architects generally were 
handicapped by an inability to set 
down quickly on paper their solu-
tions to a problem, and it was recog-
nised as very desirable that some 
facility of expression should be gained 
before beginning of second year. 

A series of sketching trips were 
arranged, some about the Branch, 
some further afield, some with in- 

structors, some consisting of the 
students only. Again the results of 
the first efforts were not of a high 
order, but very quickly a degree of 
confidence was obtained which was 
most encouraging to both the students 
and the staff. It was not intended to 
make artists of the students, but 
merely to teach adequate draughts-
manship; but there is an indication 
that some works of artistic merit may 
be anticipated from some of the 
students in the future. 

f ogress, interest and improvement 
characterise the work in these subjects 
additional to the syllabus and they, 
added to the science subjects of the 
established first year, promise a good 
performance in the later years of the 
course. 

The alteration to the course will 
d isturb the existing arrangements 
and the gains resulting from the so-
journ in Mildura will not accrue next 
year. The stress on architectural sub-
ects in the early years of the new 

course make it impractical to pro-
vide proper instruction away from 
the parent school, so first year ar-
chitecture will return to Melbourne 
in 1948. 

Much will be lost, but it is hoped 
that more will be gained, but both 
students and visiting staff will have 
many regrets at leaving the Malice. 

When the curtain rises on the sec-
ond performance of "The Mildura 
Branch" there will be a gap in the 
ranks of the players. The architects 
will not be there. May I, as a casual 
stage hand, speak for my section of 
the cast? 

We, the architects, trust that we 
have given a good performance, we 
almost hope that we will be missed 
but we expect that our defection will 
be made good by the other players. 

We liked our part and thank those 
responsible for letting us join in such 
an interesting production. Next year 
we will watch the performance from 
a distace with very real symypathy. 

We would like to distribute bou-
quets amongst our fellow players, for 
we are grateful for the help which all 
have given to us. When the curtain 
goes down we will applaud as loudly 
as any in the audience. 

Thank you, Mildura Branch, good-
bye and good luck to you. 

ARCHITECTS' CLUB 
The Architects' Club Committee 

was elected during First Term and 
consisted of: 
Mr. H. Long, Faculty Representative 

Miss J. B. Pike, Women's Repre-
sentative. 

Mr. D. M. McDonnell, Secretary 

In the course of the year the ac-
tivities have been many and varied 
and the Faculty spirit has proved out-
standing. In First Term the Archi-
tects challenged the Engineers to bil-
liards, snooker and table tennis 
matches, these being the fashion at 
at the time. In all three matches 
we were decisively defeated. 	Later 
in the Term the Faculty managed 
to produce a relay team for the 
sports. Some remarkable running re-
sulted in the Architects coming third 
—the Meds were disqualified!!! 

The Architects also put a tennis 
team into the Inter-faculty Tourna-
ment which was being held at that 
time and, although some of our games 
were crowned with success, the re-
sults of the tournament placed us last 
in all sections. 

Towards the end of the First Term, 
the Faculty members were invited to 
the M.U.A.S.C. Ball at Leonard's 
Cafe, St. Kilda, to be held during  

the vacation. A number of the Mil-
dura architects attended, and the set-
up proved so pleasing that it was 
at once decided that we should hold 
a similar ball! However, it was not 
without some difficulty that the Club 
Ball finally eventuated, again at 
Leonard's Cafe, on August 22nd. 
Invited to "bring their own grog", 
guests responded magnificently, so 
much so that the evening was a 
splendid success and the festivities 
ran overtime, everyone departing 
full of good spirits! 

Invitations were also received by 
the Club for the Blue Print Ball--
annual round-up and fling of all the 
architectural students of the State. 
o-ne of our stronger constitutions 

attended, later giving their unquali-
fied approval of the evening's enter-
tainment. 

A saliant feature of the Club's ac-
tivities during Second Term was a 
visit to each of Mildura's three 
licensed Clubs, The Mildura Club, 
The Settlers' Club and The Working-
Man's Club. These visits were moti-
vated by an academic interest, as 
well as by the dryness of the weather. 
However, although the former crav-
ing was adequately satiated by each of 
the Clubs, the latter, I regret to  

state, received no consideration at all! 
Nevertheless, later, in company with 
some interested Engineers who always 
seemed to join the visiting party, the 
Architects invariably hurried along 
to slake their tormented thirsts. 

Finally, in Third Term, we found 
cricket to be that Faculty accom-
plishment at which the Architects, 
not merely gave reasonable opposi-
tion to other Faculties, but really 
outshone them. In the first match 
the Architects trundled the Medicos 
out for 57 runs and themselves made 
81, thus successfully inaugurating the 
season! Excellent performances were 
given by Jim Chidgey (6 wickets for 
19) and Greg Rosman, who scored 
a fine 32. 

During the year sketching has 
taken its place in the activities of the 
Club. Almost every week-end, and 
occasionally under the supervision of 
Professor Lewis, the Architects have 
wandered into the scrub, or simply 
around the grounds, in an attempt to 
improve their drawing technique. 
Four Mildura Architects — H. H. 
Long, H. Hodgens, D. Milne and D. 
Belbin — entered exhibits in the 
N.U.A.U.S. Art Exhibition, when it 
was here at the Union in Second 
Term. 



At all events, viewing the year in 
retrospect, the Club has enjoyed a 
most successful existence and it is to 
be regretted that there will be no 
Architectural Faculty at Mildura 
next year, to take advantage of the 
precedence which we feel sure has 
been established. However, our short 
stay has been a merry one, and we 
hope that an agreeable impression has 
been left of the Branch's first and last 
Architects. 

'ARK ! 
ARCH.'S 

This is the account of 26 bodies 
who were suddenly thrown together 
in the middle of the Mallee in April, 
1947. 

Our first meeting with each other, 
as a complete faculty, took place on 
the occasion of the election of one 
of our midst as an S.R.C. representa-
tive. Of course we did not know 
each other very well, and going on 
the assumption that the most harm-
less looking type is least worry for 
a temporary job, we picked on one 
Long, of whom more anon. 

Very soon we found ourselves em-
broiled in a particularly strenuous and 
virile competition against other facul-
ties in the form of Aths. A team 
was impressed. We ran and jumped 
and hurled odd things around, but 
sadly, came last. 

Not the slightest discouraged, we 
challenged the Engineers to games of 
skill. Brains, not brawn, often wins 
the day! However the Architectural 
eyes were not in, and vainly we tried 
to pot the red, and with no avail we 
smashed ping-pong balls to right and 
left. 

Rowing at that time was quite in 
vogue amongst other things, and a 
crew was entered consisting of 
Messrs. MiçNeilly, Chancellor, Den-
niston, and Hastings, (the latter 
showing strong aversion to the temp-
tations afforded by two remarkably 
well patronised establishments in a 
near city—thereby amazing the as-
sembled hosts, who, asking him to 
enter therein, were answered "No 
thanks, I must go rowing!") This 
crew of ours was to be coxed by Joy 
Pike, but unfortunately our powers 
scared off all competitors and we were 
never properly "launched." This was 
much to our disappointment, for the 
sight of our cox being flung into 
the murky Murray would have been 
toe glorious to miss. 

Then our inoffensive S.R.C. rep-
resentative started a few dances at 
the Union, and admirable practice, 
which was marred by the fact that 
the "stagline" which formed caused 
remarkable disorganisation to the 
traffic around the caf. 

The first term was over before we 
realised it, and then we foregathered 
for a club dance in Melbourne. 

In Second Term we re-elected 
Harcourt Long to the S.R.C. By this 
time it was apparent what sort of a 
bloke he was in view of his theme 
song: 

With an honest old friend, and a 
merry old song 

And a flask of old port, let me sit 
the night long 

And laugh at the face of those who 
are grim 

That they must drink porter, while 
I can drink Pimms. 

Under the so able leadership of this 
type, who in his off moments steals 
around, camera in hand and glint in 
eye, and who in his less inhibited 
moments, seeks solace in the scurril- 
our sketching of seraglioic scenes. 
we determined to submit designs for 
an Architect's badge. 	About this 
time also we were introduced to 
week-end sketching—that's what the 
odd crowd were trying to do on Sun- 
day mornings, rubbing artgums to a 
frazzle and then tearing up the 
pages. 

Another form of torture was then 
practised on us in the shape of 
esquisse-esquisses. which, being trans-
lated from the ancient Greek, means 
set sketches. We've done shiers' 
rest huts in Swiss Alps with racks to 
put your shies on (pronounced skis) 
and hikers rest huts in the Grampians 
with racks to put the "meat" on; and 
it is rumoured that another one is 
going to be an Architects rest hut 
in Mildura with slabs to put your 
dabs on, but copying is frowned upon. 

Now this Long fellow, being poetic 
by nature, introduced that lovely old 
occupation of "Fratting" to the 
S.R.C. (not literally) and after the 
"hours of calling" had been fixed, 
was the first man officially to take 
an early and unfair advantage of the 
custom by visiting Miss Maxwell. 

Miss Pike then had the honour and 
privilege of being formally invited to 
partake of dinner with one of the 
men's tables—we mention no names 
but HE was there—since when the 
original intention has become com-
pletely out of hand and some of the 
girls have seldom seen the light of 
their own tables. 

We are proud to say that we com-
pletely baffled the engineering staff by  

using architectural lettering in our 
drawings. Throughout the year we 
have been drawing Classic "posts", 
the engineers have been drawing 
"Taps" and the Medicos have been 
drawing somethirÿg closely akin to 
Dali's Surrealistic art (with apologies 
to Prof. Bourke). It only remains to 
remark that the Dentists have not 
yet — thank goodness — drawn any-
thing! 

During the year much attention 
was focussed on the growth of beards 
around the place. The Architects, 
happily, were responsible for two only 
—or rather one and stubble—the lat-
ter was carefully nurtured by Des 
Belbin, who claims to have worked as 
a draughtsman with the Hobart City 
Council (as if they would have a city 
council) and whose interests lie in 
tennis, Ingrid Bergman and liquid re-
freshments. Peter Sorel successfully 
hid behind a more mature specimen. 
(It must have been good—the author 
has photographic evidence.) 

Our more senile members are 
Cyril Thompson (the grand-daddy of 
the faculty, who is interested in music 
and dramatics) and David (Frank 
Lloyd Wright) Milne who insisted on 
rectifying the author with his wire-
less. 

As with all other faculties, the 
Architects show signs of "pussar" in-
fluence. How could this be other-
wise with such types as Chancellor, 
Rosman and Sorel. Chancellor—a 
bright boys who shies at cameras, 
don't we all, and sucks a dirty old 
pipe. Rosman—whose left breast we 
are told, rivals the beribboned glory 
that is Mountbatten, and Sorel, who 
to quote Sorel, is generally quoting 
Sorel! Is it any wonder that they 
are called the "Silent Service"! The 
R.A.A.F. is misreprented by such line 
shooters as McDonell, Moriarty and 
Denniston whose plaintive chant "Did 
we ever tell you chaps 	" is heard. 
It is quite obvious from the fore-
going that the army didn't really have 
much to do in the "push." 

A brief and complete resume of the 
more eccentric types in the faculty 
is necessary to finish these notes. 

The brothers Bunbury, those well 
known sporting types, who descended 
from the hills last vac. doing their 
famous impersonations of two well 
cooked Bantu tribesmen. (Sheing 
again I suppose) . Arthur's interests 
lie chiefly in the direction of the golf 
courses, whilst Alan seems to em-
brace all sports. 

Jim Chidgey—a Canberra product 
—who says that it is • difficult to keep 
one's Civic Pride since Ben arrived, 
has grown a moustache (we think) in 



protest. Jim likes tennis, table and 
the full size variety and also likes 
etching—sorry sketching! 

Stuart MacIntosh, who has, we 
suspect, some English blood in him, 
is interested in mathematics, funnily 
enough. He may be seen at any time 
whilst playing cricket to be integrat-
ing and differentiating with remark-
able stolidity. He favours hot jazz 
and fine arts generally. It has been 
rumored that this was the man who, 
on applying for entrance to Ormond 
College, was able to supply a refer-
ence from the head barman of the 
"Cathedral", for he knew no other in 
Melbourne. 

Dennis McDonnell — an Anglo-
Indian—arrived in Australia in '40 
and joined the R.A.A.F. to get back 
home again. Dennis is interested in 
Rugby and cricket and has the one-
eyed view that Cambridge is just the 
place. (One of those new-fangled 
universities no doubt.) 

Des Beldbin and Peter Jorgensen are 
the faculty sporting types — the 
former is the caber tossing expert, 
so far he has only broken three 
cabers, and is a bagpipe chanter in- 
expert! 	The latter represents the 
faculty in Football and Cricket and, 
we are proud to say, made the Branch 
teams in these sports. 

Geoffrey (Snaggletooth) Trewenack, 
is that long lean handsome brute who 
hails from the outer suburbs of Mel-
bourne. Rumour has it that he's 
really a Geelong native, but not even 
we would place such a blot as that 
on a man's character. 

John Moriarty, another blue orchid, 
whose sports are rowing, tennis and 
architecture, has developed a new 
type of lettering—S.H.M. lettering 
—it's good too! 

There are many other eccentric 
types, having no doubt, many inter-
esting sidelights to their characters, 
but so far we haven't been able to 
trap them. We must add, however, 
that we "doffs our 'aloes" to Beatrice 
—on no account related to Mr. Sen 
Lec Chem—for "taking it" so well, 
for laughing at all our jokes, whether 
high, low or mezzanine and who, but 
for a dislike for beer, has been a true 
"architect" all the year.—(Coo! that 
rhymes) . 

MURDER       
By ROB SLATER 

Wherein lies the difference, to-day, 
between the writing of a straight-
forward novel and the creation of a 
detective story. The answer is, to me, 
a simple one. The authors of the two 
separate types of fiction must must 
express their originality in vastly dif-
ferent ways. 

Can the writer of a novel—let us 
sa} a love story—hope to conjure up 
an entirely new set of circumstances 
around which to build his (or her) 
story? I think not. Rather, he must 
express his originality in his style, his 
use of words, and the creation of new 
characters. 

The writer of a successful "who-
dun-it", on the other hand, is con-
fronted with a very different task. He 
MUST, inevitably, create new situa-
tions. His characters must be faced 
with problems which have never be-
fore been faced in detective literature; 
and beyond this, a plausible and satis-
fying solution to these saine problems 
must be supplied. 

However, it may appear that the 
two styles of writing are not in direct 
opposition to one another. 	This is 
true. Why then, is the writing of a 
detective story not just one step fur-
ther on the literary ladder—either in 
ascent or descent, depending on 
whether or not you like thrillers 
from the writing of the aforemen- 
tioned love story? 	Again, on the 
face of it, this would appear to be a 
reasonable question. Yet seldom do 
we find the two combined. 	Sel- 
do we find a writer of detective fic-
tion who has created a really new 
character, or who has found a means 
of "putting across" his story that is 
entirely original. 

There are, of course, exceptions to 
this generalisation. 	Conan Doyle, 
though hardly a modern writer in the 
sense of the term as we are now con-
sidering it, must be accredited as truly 
original. Dorothy Sayers, too, brings 
to the sphere of detective fiction a 
power of expression and an originality 
that few can doubt who have heard 
the radio presentation of "The Man 
Born to be King". 

Yet the fact remains, that whether 
we read the adventures of Hercule 
Poirot, the brain- child of Agatha 
Christie, or Sexton Blake and Colwyn 
Dane, heroes of detective yarns we 
read serial-fashion in boys' comics 
during our early 'teens; we seldom 
find a new character—be he detective, 
killer, or victim—with idiosyncracies 
and mannerisms which we have not 
already met in similar stories. No, 

detective stories seem, unfortunately, 
to be stereotyped. 

There is the detective who smiles 
knowingly to himself as he finds the 
clue that unravels the whole mystery; 
the ONE clue which is never disclosed 
to us until the last chapter of the 
book, when the identity of the killer 
has already been revealed. 	Again, 
almost invariably, we find that some-
where along the road of the two hun-
dred or so pages that we must traverse 
to reach our goal, a ravishing enchan-
tress of rare beauty crosses our path. 
Little by-ways that frequently lend 
colour to the journey are the occur-
rence of some person of fabulous 
wealth; and, as often as not, a foreign 
accent. The detective brings to bear 
such ritual and so much deep thought 
on the simplest mundane tasks, that 
we are left with the impression that 
he is the possessor of a mind far 
superior to that of any normal mortal. 

There would also appear to be a 
standard process for determining the 
identity of the killer which must be 
adhered to by all those who would 
hope to solve the crime before reach-
ing the final chapter. I, personally, 
advocate this method, and find it to 
be as successfully applicable to films 
as to books. The technique is a sim-
ple one. One reads about half the 
book until one is thoroughly versed 
in the fads and fancies of each char-
acter—just exactly who loves who, 
who is jealous, and who stands to gain 
greatest benefit from the victim's 
death. One then closes the volume and 
spends some moments in deep medi-
tation. All the deductive genius at 
one's command is brought to bear on 
the problem and finally a selection is 
made of the most harmless and least 
suspicious person in the story. This 
very unlikely person is then tenta-
tively accused of the crime. One then 
reopens the book and reads on, but 
with a feeling of revitalised intelli-
gence. Now a clue is sought to in-
criminate the half-convicted "mur-
derer". 

Should you sec fit to follow this 
plan and eventually find, as un- 



doubtedly you will, that you have 
successfully "solved" the crime, you 
will be greatly elated. You will con-
gratulate yourself on the brilliancy of 
your reasoning and affirm that un-
questionably this is the subtlest crime 
story ever written. 	If your local 
library is still open—which is un-
likely, for daylight is never the set-
ting for murder—you will dash madly 
down the road and draw out another 
book by the same author, who could 
scarcely have hoped for a better re-
action. Thus is the epitome of suc-
cessful detective s t or y writing 
achieved. 

Nevertheless, it will always remain 
as something of a pity if authors 
possessing brains capable of conceiv-
ing new, intricate, and intriguing 
plots persist in following such a set 
plan in their presentation. 

However, if I had the urge to cre-
pte a best selling "who-dun-it", I 
imagine I would follow just this very 
same plan. Starting with a horribly 
ghatsly dust-cover depicting death in 
all its intimacy, and a striking title 
such as "Death Stalks the Fog"; I 
should explain on the flu ps of this 
same cover that herein lay a saga of 
the brilliant mindworkings of one I. 
Mall Cluedup; and go on to reveal 
just a few of the more gory details of 
the plot. The volume would un-
doubtedly be dedicated to my mother 
or one of my illegitimate offspring—
who would, of course, remain 
anonymous, as I should bow to con-
vention and use only christian names. 
An apology would then need to be ap-
pended, again couched in traditional 
terms, to any person alive or dead 
bearing a resemblance or a similar 
name to any of my characters. 

Having got this far, I should then 
try to recall any descriptions or 
phrases, previously read in detective 
fiiction, which had left a lasting im-
pression on my mind. Thus having 
gathered my original thoughts I 
should be ready to embark on my own 
story. It would probably run some-
thing like this ... . 

Chapter I. 
It was about 3 a.m. in the middle 

of one of London's bitterest winters 
and Cludeup sat quietly meditating in 
his study. The room was in almost 
complete darkness so that, of neces-
sity, Cluedup used a powerful magni-
fying glass to pore over page after 
page of the deeds of his idol, Sherlock 
Holmes. Normally, however, he was 
gifted with extraordinary powers of 
vision together with remarkably acute 
hearing. As he bent over the volume 
Cluedup drew contentedly at his 
heavy meerschaum pipe whilst giving 
a truly sensitive rendition of Tchai-
kowski's piano concerto on his heavily  

embossed trombone. He was an amaz-
ingly versatile man. 

Though by no means handsome, 
Cluedup was of decidedly striking ap-
pearance. Covered with a thick coat 
of red hair he stood almost seven feet 
in height and was broad in propor-
tion. Despite such obvious physical 
disability he yet bore a certain air of 
power and inherent authority. 	On 
this occasion Cluedup wore his fav-
ourite Egyptian fez, tastefully offset 
by a soft-tinted scarlet robe. 	This 
robe had been a gift from a former 
grateful client, the fly-weight cham-
pion of all Rumania, and it bore the 
name of its former emblazoned across 
the shoulders in gold. The robe had, 
therefore, a certain sentimental value. 

Of a sudden the shrill piercing 
note of the telephone broke in on the 
stillness of Cluedup's reverie. Sound-
lessly he laid aside his trombone and 
a perplexed frown knit his heavy 
brow. For a full three minutes he 
sat motionless, deep in thought—
motionless except for the quiet, 
rhythmic tapping of his finger-tips on 
the polished surface of his desk. 
Cluedup's hands were long and sen-
sitive; not so long as they had been 
before he had shown the ingenuity of 
having the top joint of each finger 
removed, thus to facilitate the easy 
recognition of his own finger-prints; 
yet still long. 

It was now obvious to Cluedup 
that someone had read his advertise-
ment—read it and understood it—
despite the fact that he had been care-
ful to insert it in an issue of the 
paper not yet published and had used 
a code which few could have in-
terpreted. Thus he reasoned that the 
person ringing him was one of no 
mean intellect. 	Cluedup therefore. 
decided to answer the phone. Once 
having made this decision he hesitated 
no longer, for Cluedup was a man of 
action. Like a flash he stretched out 
a hand to lift the receiver, pausing 
only to snatch a handkerchief from 
his pocket so that no imprint of his 
fingers would be left on the instru-
ment. After lifting the receiver 
Cluedup placed it fearlessly to his 
ear. 

The air was tense, the moment 
dramatic, the atmosphere electric. 
Then Cluedup spoke. His voice was 
quiet, brittle, mellow and ominous. 
He gave voice to his pent up feelings 
in one defiant challenge. "Hello", 
he said. Cluedup's face was a mask. 
It showed neither surprise nor fear 
when a voice answered him. "Is that 
I. Mall Cluedup"? it enquired. Again 
for some moments silence reigned as 
Cluedup tried to place the quaint 
timbre in the voice which had imme-
diately struck him as being, to say  

the least, most odd. Finally realisa-
tion dawned upon Cluedup's mind 
that it was the voice of a woman. 
This being the case Cluedup was wary. 
Possibly a trap had been set. How-
ever, the faint streak of heroism in 
him that had won him a V.C. and 
seven bars, coupled with his native 
curiosity, spurred him on. Tossing 
all precaution to the four winds, save 
that of using his Russian accent—
for Cluedup had been recognised as 
the most fluent linguist in Poland—he 
hazarded another remark. "Perhaps", 
he said "go on." "This is Paula 
Proptopopoff", his caller continuedl, 
"my husband has been murdered. 
Could you come to 405 	 " 

Cluedup cut her short, for in his files 
he kept cuttings of the announce-
ments of all weddings. Thus he knew 
her address. "I'm Mall Cluedup" he 
said "I'll come at once." Nothing 
more never a wasted word. He hung up 

Cluedup pressed a hidden button 
with his nose. Quietly the book-case 
on the east side of his study swung 
back on well oiled hinges, and his 
manservant entered. Keeping his 
shoulders pressed to the wall contin-
ually, the man headed first north then 
west, then south and finally east; 
finishing his journey by coming to 
the at-ease position directly behind 
Cluedup's left shoulder at a distance 
of more than two feet from where he 
had first entered the room. Cluedup 
nodded a smiling approval. The man 
was well trained. 

Within the space of two hours 
Cluedup had given his assistant a brief 
outline of the circumstances leading 
up to the crime and of what he knew 
of the murder itself from what Paula 
Protopopoff had told him. The man 
knew what was expected of him, and 
left the room by the same route, and 
just as quietly, as he had entered it. 
Then Cluedup made his will and 
quickly determined his own course of 
action. 

Soon afterwards Cluedup left the 
house via the lounge fireplace. 	The 
loose fitting coat he wore cunningly 
disguised the fact that under his 
armpit he carried a gattling gun. 
Through the thick fog that would soon 
lift with the dawn of the new day 
Cluedup lapsed once more into a mood 
of peaceful reverie. He know that he 
was taking a grave risk, yet the sense 
of adventure stimulated his keen 
senses. Never before had he walked 
the streets in the disguise of a human. 
It was no surpise to Cluedup that as 
he walked his feet left no imprint 
on the damp pavement, for not only 
did he wear his shoes on the wrong 
feet, and back-to-front; but also he 
had attached a tiny broom to the sole 
of each of them. 



Cluedup walked up the long tortu-
ously-winding path that lead to the 
home of Paula Protopopoff. He rap-
ped on the door—Cluedup never used 
door bells—and 'waited till it had 
been opened before entering. 	The 
mere fact that the man who stood 
before him wore formal attire at ten 
a.m. suggested at once to Cluedup 
that he was the butler, or possibly the 
master of the house returned late from 
a lodge meeting. However, the knowl-
edge that the latter had been mur-
dered, lent weight to Cluedup's orig-
inal impression. 

As he entered the ornate portals 
of the ancestral home of the Proto-
popoffs, Cluedup hung his hat on the 
beautifully moulded bust of Julius 
Caesar which stood just inside the 
doorway. 	Quiety he whispered 
"What's new?" "Nothing, so far," 
mouthed Caesar—it was his assistant 
in disguise. Without hesitation Clue-
dup made for the Library of the late 
Carl Protopopoff. 	The two days 
which had elapsed since Cluedup was 
first called on to the scene of the 
crime had not been wasted. Cluedup 
had not been idle. He had searched 
through ancient archives for the plan 
of the Protopopoff home and had 
memorised its layout completely. He 
knew also, that the victim had been 
done to death shortly before 3 a.m., 
and would therefore have been, at that 
time, in his library studying "Latin 
for Today" Book 1, or perhaps even 
Book 2; for Protopopoff had been a 
scholarly man. 

Entering the library Cluedup was 
confronted by the figure of a man 
lying on his left side with the charred 
remains of his right foot still lying 
in the embers of a long dead fire. The 
man was middle aged, long, and grey-
ing at the temples. Indeed a 
handsome man in his youth, mused 
Cluedup. 

Cluedup stood for some moments 
surveying the scene. Then, with just 
that trace of a bow which denotes 
perfect breeding, he addressed the man 
on the floor. "Good morning," said 
Cluedup quietly. Cluedup showed no 
surprise when the man did not answer 
him, for he had already deduced that 
probably the fellow was asleep. Only 
then did Cluedup observe the long, 
slender, fantail stiletto protruding 
from the man's throat, and the 
equally long and slender garden fork 
embedded deep in his back. Instant 
realisation came to Cluedup that be-
fore him lay the lifeless remains of 
Carl Protopoff. 

Cluedup had quickly deduced that 
the perpetrator of this vicious crime 
had employed some little known poi-
son (for murder has never a simple 
explanation); when he heard the door  

close behind him, and the sound of 
slow, measured footsteps approaching 
him. He therefore knew that he and 
the victim no longer had the room 
to themselves, yet he overcame his 
fear and did not run. As the foot-
steps ceased Cluedup merely raised his 
eyes and beheld the newcomer. 

The fact that the figure he beheld 
was clothed in feminine attire and 
was alive, suggested at once to Clue-
dup that undoubtedly a woman stood 
before him. She was tall and well 
formed. Her features were small and 
piquant, yet symmetrical. Her hair 
was set in long, blonde waves. The 
close fitting white frock she wore was 
low cut and ornamented with gleam-
ing sequins. It could not have hoped, 
nor yet desired, to hide the obvious 
beauty of the body which undoubt- 
edly lay beneath. 	The scene was 
wholly pleasing to Cluedup. He lit 
a cigarette and inhaled deeply. 	The 
tall white column of her throat was 
encircled by a solid gold band set 
tastefully with diamonds and rubies. 
She lit another cigarette and inhaled 
deeply. 

Thus for some moments the two 
surveyed one another critically, each 
attempting to assess the other's cali-
bre. Then Cluedup whistled. Paula 
Protopopoff, for she it was, raised a 
quizzled eyebrow; yet she betrayed no 
sign of surprise or annoyance. Rather, 
she seemed to have expected just such 
a reaction. Then she spoke—softly, 
sibilantly, sensuously. "Follow me", 
she said, "I have something to show 
you." Her voice was well modulated, 
but it bore that vague trace of an ac-
cent which Cluedup had first ob-
served during their prolonged 'phone 
conversation. Obviously, thought 
Cluedup, she is an Ingrid Bergmann 
fan. 

Yet as Paula Protopopoff turned to 
leave Cluedup followed eagerly. He 
followed in the wake of her swaying 
hips as she led him through long, 
dark, winding corridors. It occurred 
to Cluedup that her smooth stride 
was more like the glide of a swallow 
in the noon-day sun than the heav-
ing flanks of Bernborough. But as 
Cluedup made this observation he did 
not let his mind wander—much-
from the crime which he had come 
to solve. As he walked, he sprayed 
the walls just at the level of his nose 
with a delicate perfume, so that, 
should the occasion arise, he would be 
able to find his way back to civilisa-
tion unaided; and it was as well that 
he did so. 

Paula looked neither to right nor 
left, nor did she pause, until she 
faced the solid rock wall of the 
deepest cellar. 	Then, indicating a 
large iron ring firmly stapled into the 

rock, she turned to Cluedup and ut-
tered a command that brooked no 
refusal. "Pull", she said. As it re-
quired all his mighty strength to 
swing back the face of the wall, 
Cluedup deduced that it must be 
comparatively heavy. 

Suddenly Cluedup was struck a 
stunning blow at the base of the skull, 
and he felt himself falling forward 
into the deep chasm which he had 
just opened. Nor was he surprised 
to hear the raucous clang of metal 
upon metal as the stone slab swung 
soundlessly shut behind him. As he 
regained his feet Cluedup surveyed his 
surroundings. Before him lay the bat-
tered remnants of the bust of Julius 
Caesar that had been his assistant. 
Cluedup smiled sardonically, for he 
should have foreseen this trap. 

Cluedup was not surprised, there-
fore, when a mixture of boiling lead, 
molten sulphur, and burning oil 
belched forth upon him from the sur-
rounding walls; nor was he surprised 
to see above him a series of close-set 
needle-sharp, steel rods descending 
slowly, irresistibly, upon his head. 
Cluedup reached for his gun and was, 
for the first time, surprised to find 
that Paula Propopoff had disarmed 
him during the period which had 
elapsed since, together, they had left 
the library. Then a slow smile of 
satisfaction crept across Cluedup's 
rugged countenance. 	No, perhaps, 
after all, it was no surpise. 

Though he had many times faced 
death before, and survived; never had 
Cluedup been so close to death as at 
this moment. It seemed obvious that 
although possessed of almost super-
human powers — both mental and 
physical—as he was, this time the 
great man, about whom stories were 
legendary, must perish. Cluedup com-
posed himself quietly to accept the 
inevitable, glad that he had set his 
affairs in order. Cluedup was a cour-
ageous man, but this time there was 
no escape—NO ESCAPE" 

Chapter II 
After escaping from the mantrap 

Cluedup quickly followed his perfume 
trail and found himself in Paula's 
boudoir. If he was surprised then his 
face showed no signs of it. 

Four hours later as .Cluedup ad-
justed his tie before the long polished 
mirror 	 

Yes, if I were to attempt the writ-
ing of a detective story, I know that 
I should follow in the footsteps of all 
those who have gone before me. For 
though I can appreciate the mighty 
Shakespeare, the satirical John Dunne, 
and the youthful Rupert Brooke; 1  
still love my who-dun-its, and I love 
them just as they are. 



Perrin, W. H. 
Pretty, J.F. 
Quin, D.W.R. 
Redman, J.H. 
Roberts, W.J. 
Robson, R.J. 
Rogers, F.D.B. 
Rolland, J.S. 
Scott, W.A. 
Serpell, J.R. 
Seward, F.S. 
Sicklemore, G.S. 
Smith, B.R. 
Smith, P.K. 
Stafford, A. E. 
Stafford, P.J. 
Stuart, J.N. 
Sullivan, J.K. 
Swinton, N.W. 
Tredinnick, 

Judith M. 
Tutty, K.J. 
Walton. K.C. 
Watkins, W.R. 
Williams, B.B. 
Wilson, D.N.L.M. 
Wilson, K.A. 
Woodfull, J.M. 

Ghent, W.H. 
Gilfedder, G.A. 
Gladstone, J.H. 
Govett, D.D. 
Hanrahan, J.St.S. 
Blair-West, J.R. 
Heinze, J.G. 
Howlett, T. 
Irwin, J.A.L. 
Johnston, Betty W. 
Kennison, R.A. 
Lawton, Marg. B. 
Lowther, F.W. 
Lukis, F.B.F. 
Lyall, R. 
Maloney, K.T. 
Martin, R.C. 
Mitchell, S.A. 
Morgan, F.J. 
Myers, L.C. 
McClelland, 

Joyce M., 
McDonald, W.W.J. 
McFadyen, K.A. 
McKinley, G.B.S. 
Neilson, J.F. 
Pearce, J.P. 
Pedley, J.W. 
Peppard, F.B. 

Ackerman, F. R. 
Amerena, V.C. 
Andrews, R.S. 
Barham, E.A. 
Barrett, A.G. 
Bell, Dorothy F. 
Blennerhassett, 

N.T. 
Boorer, P.N. 
Brady, T.A. 
Bragge, E.W. 
Brown, J. 
Canning, T.E. 
Carbines, G.A. 
Coleman, B.J. 
Colman, G. 
Corby, J.B. 
Crockford, N.F. 
Date, L. 
Dean, A.W. 
Down, H.R. 
Dunstan, Elsa M. 
Edwards, A.E. 
Elkington, A.B. 
Essex, W.B. 
Fergusson, J.H. 
Finch, P.R. 
Fry, B.A. 
Gagiero, L.A. 

DUST '  

2Zey-b&i'cz6  2 a 	 ce 
  

G rcznai  u n  — 79-çz 

PROSTHETICS  ., 1[ß;V! EWßD 

• 

The First Year of the Prostehtic 
Course has two main objectives, 
firstly, to train the student in man-
ual dexerity; and secondly, to teach 
him the properties and uses of the 
basic materials such as plaster of 
Paris, wax, rubber, acrylic resin, etc. 

The first exercises are in the use 
of plaster of Paris and the mess made 
by the students has to be seen to be 
believed. 	Large masses of surplus 
plaster are wasted and white splashes 
are seen in every corner of the labor-
atory. However, as the students be-
come more adept, order gradually 
emerges out of chaos and towards 
the end of the year a class is capable 
of working in the laboratory all day 
and yet leaving it fairly clean. 

Owing to the late start, together 
with a certain shortage of equipment 
and instruments, and the time wasted 
by queuing, the inevitable result was 
that the majority of students could 
not complete their required exercises 
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and certain modifications have had to 
be made; but despite difficulties the 
general standard has been good. 

Queuing, that pernicious war-time 
custom, was unfortunately a con-
spicuous feature of the first two terns 
in the laboratory. This was due to 
two reasons—the non-arrival of the 
lockers and, later, the lack of locks. 
The lockers, "definitely promised by 
next week" for months were eventu-
ally installed at the end of the First 
Term vacation. However, they could 
not then be locked, as, owing to cer-
tain industrial troubles, only ten locks 
were available, the remainder arriving 
in small lots at infrequent intervals. 

The laboratory is spacious, well 
planned, has good ventilation and 
natural lighting. There is ample 
storage space, two offices and a dem- 
onstration laboratory. 	It is well 
equipped considering the general 
shortages of this post-war era. The 
Dental College in Melbourne gave 

lathes and apparatus, which they could 
ill spare, in order to ensure as good 
a start as possible for the new labora-
tory. 

The artificial lighting, however, 
leaves much to be desired and this has 
been particularly unfortunate this 
year owing to the necessity of holding 
night classes. The gas supply also 
was a chronic source of worry and it 
is now realised that there are several 
faults in the design of the apparatus, 
which has an appearance somewhat 
reminiscent of Heath Robinson. It 
was found impossible to obtain suffi-
cient heat from the burners to melt 
lead and zinc, and so, to the joy of 
the students, one exercise had to be 
abandoned. 

In spite of certain drawbacks, it is 
certain that when the students reach 
their Second year in Melbourne, they 
will realise the Advantages of the 
spacious laboratory and its compara-
tively generous equipment. 



DENTAL SOCIETY 
The Mildura Branch of the Mel-

bourne University Dental Students' 
Society was inaugurated early in the 
first term of 1947. Its first action 
was to elect the following office-
bearers:— 

President, Miss F. Le M. Kneebone, 
B.D. Sc. 

Vice-Presidents, A. B. Elkington, 
A. G. Barrett. 

Joint Secretary-Treasurer, N. T. Blen-
nerhassett. 

Committee, Miss D. S. M. Lawton, 
R. D. Andrews, F. J. Peppard, 

C. O. W. Boorer, J. C. Harnetty 

This committee was not to be 
merely an interim committee but was 
to remain in toto throughout the year. 
The first action of the committee was 
to call for nominations for a member 
of the society to represent the Dental 
Students on the interim Student 
Council. Mr. A. G. Barrett was elec-
ted and was later re-elected to the 
permanent Student's Council. 

Activities as carried out by other 

IT'S MENTAL ! 
Through the wide flung pearly 

gates we slunk. Little we knew that 
the famished noose gaped wide to 
snare he who blundered, blinded by 
those gleaming swordfish clackers. 

The lights from Paris, forms divine, 
no Bacchanalian revels, no Mildara, 
smooth white creamy texture—blast 
the plaster blocks—flung, they fly! 
What blocks? Chocks for A.N.A.' 

Who cares for law, pep up with 
plonk, you gallant six, turn over, 
crash back, away you roar, 'mid 
sumpy Seventh Street fumes. 

Fondly we gaze, she lies, our 
elusive target, striving showcase boys 
are we. He screamed "Repeat", the 
chopper job again. That gory tray 
scores its 28, we strained, the pain! 
Now chisel, come free me once again. 

The idle "buffs" proclaim how 
bludgers earn their name. We roam 
from home to urge, to surge, 
that cuppa's on again! Let he deride 
who cannot hide his injured pride— 
the queue is ours, this, our ball of 
fame! 	 - 

Societies were not held throughout the 
year, though visitors, mainly from 
the Dental Hospital, came up at var- 
ious times. 	The purpose of their 
visits had no general interest for most 
students, as they were more to assist 
and advise in the general running of 
the prosthetic work. The students, 
however, did receive some advice and 
an indication of the difficulties they 
would be likely to encounter in their 
ensuing years. 

The first visitor was the Dean of 
the Faculty of Dental Sciénce, Prof. 
A. B. P. Amies, who came on a visit 
for the Official Opening of the Mildura 
Branch. 	His time being short he 
could not contact the students in any 
way except through the senior lec-
turers. 

A visit from Dr. C. H. Down, 
Senior Lecturer of the Melbourne Den-
tal College, lasted several days. He 
assisted the Dental Students greatly 
by discussing their problems with in-
dividuals and giving short, informal 
talks. He also lectured in the Physics 
Theatre to a public meeting of in- 

From far and wide we come, Knob 
Hill, the gay and sparkling haunt of 
lost week-ends and time that ne'er 
turns back. The ghetto's not for us, 
the babel of foreign tongues we 
loathe. Take them, O Meds, to live 
in Harley Street. The brave, they 
haunt the Chem. Dem. Street. From 
the dark there comes a whisper and 
a giggle, the race is to the fleet. The 
Hub, the slums, our choicest Dudley 
Flats, wherein the evil lies. It lurks, 
now with a roar, a Willys pride 
emerges from the iniquitous depths. 
Heed ye, O virtuous innocence, do 
not our crimes ignore. But some are 
shy, by A.N.A. they fly, from Knob 
Hill Heights to Williamstown lights. 
"Get thee behind me Satan" scorn-
fully they cry. But Ah! the devil's 
prey are they. 

Our lockers are never bare, our 
rival's kits we hoard. 	Again that 
swordfish leer "Five bob you pay, my 
sub's today, now will those Cliffs 
flow Red with beer." 	Our happy 
Sandboy, pot hunting crawls for that 
elusive tree, in the dark, he missed 
his mark and soaked those Dunlops 
through. 	 - 

terested students from other faculties. 
His subject was "Preventive Den- 
tistry." 	This proved amusing, in- 
structive and beneficial to everyone 
who heard it. 

Dr. W. J. Tuckfield, the Senior 
Lecturer at the Melbourne Dental 
Hospital, paid us two visits during the 
year, one in second term, and one in 
third term. These visits were mainly 
concerned with the business side of 
the running of the prosthetics labora-
tory. During his second visit how-
ever, he assisted us greatly with a lec-
ture on examination technique. 

Our gratitude is extended to Miss 
E. L. Mollison, M.Sc., Miss J. W. But-
ler, B.Sc., Mr. J. C. Barton, M.Sc., 
and Mr. N. H. Olver, M.Sc., who so 
generously gave time and patience in 
tutorials for ex-service students. 

We also express appreciation of the 
hard work done throughout the year 
by our two senior lecturers, Miss E. 
Le M. Kneebone, B.D., Sc., and Mr. 
J. Isaacs, M.B.E., B.D.. Sc. We trust 
that our results will indicate the 
efficiency and skill of their teaching. 

Our sticks and boots the fur made 
fly, what a hockey match! Mid crash 
and clash and shattered shins our 
team the victory wins. Now know 
ye, Blacky's girls, that might is always 
right. 

Awake from slumbrous Physics, 
hear the hooter cry. Rooted to the 
floor John quailed before the roar 
and gladly gave it best. 

Then came the test, that battle of 
wits, the first round's ours, but on 
the final bell our new opponent tolled 
the knell that dashed our hopes of 
noisy shambles more. 

That happy vac, see Knuckle's bike, 
see Danny's ribs, see milk cart gush-
ing white. Well found, our pride in 
Willys, mere milk could never quench 
the roar, still Dudley Flat's delight. 

Fluff blew a bugle, with bated 
breath we heard the boast "My an- 
atomy class all passed!" Fired with 
ambition back we went to toil. Let 
Second Year come, will Fuff boast 
when none shall pass? 

IT'S MADNESS ! IT'S DENTAL 







WHERE DO WE 

EVOLVE FROM HERE ? 
FRANK ANDERSEN, B.Sc. 

Oh, wondrous denture, how he 
sweated and toiled, not for fame but 
for the love of the game. From the 
flask a vision in pink appeared. Here 
now, frustrated tears, Elk held the 
double palate 'mid our jeers. Look 
here, this porous vulcanite, this rub-
ber, whence it came. Put it to better 
use, hide our shame, make bouncing 
rubber balls and play a tossing game. 
Who tried to eat our patent coconut 
ice—her teeth she chipped. Little she 
knew this pink uncured acrylic makes 
hungry plebs fair game. 

She's sweet and twenty one. The 
river calls, we'll celebrate, the fleet-
ing Chev. and Willys flew through 
narrow sands and winding tracks. 
Stop. Here the orgy begins. O pity 
now we thirsty men. Ten happy 
women, the men they plied with 
harmless tea and milk. 

Every man for himself, the fighting 
queue again, "Lathe Arms!" Our 
frenzied cry. Our unanimous system, 
"I'm right, Jacks the name, get what 
you can." 	Battling Gus emerges, 
lathe arm clutched in claw. Hong 
Kong's Roy, his shattered mouth 
agape, moans "Mercy Gus, a miracle, 
my toothache is no more." Then Gus 
and Roy,, like villains did conspire, at 
dead of night; from 3AW came 
broadcast our dirty past. Those veiled 
misdoings, our well hid secrets told at 
last. 

Beware those lumps of lead. Jock 
tells the tale of vixen bold who 
hurled that ingot his foot to crush. 
It missed the foot but not the deck 
--observe that gaping hole. 

Pipesmokers gasped in awe to see 
the ivory stem, our reputation soared, 
rush orders came galore. 

Our ignorance is bliss, we wait the 
glorious fourth—not July. Come 
quick December when our toil is over. 
Then we'll bid a fond farewell to 
Mildura till next year. 

And then there was the bright 
sparks who put ferrous sulphate in 
the sugar on one of the girls tables 
with the result that a black ppt ap-
peared when they sugared their tea! 
Not content with this the jovial ones 
also fastened a test tube containing 
FeS and HC1 to the table and the 
unfortunate girls were unable to find 
it. 

When a man cannot honestly make 
up his mind on some question, he must 
suffer both the suspense of indecision 
and the charge of "sitting on the 
fence." 	Many people resolve the 
conflict by a hasty and ill-considered 
choice, and spend the rest of their 
lives justifying the side they have 
picked. This has the virtue of defin-
iteness, but frequently the ability to 
be truly impartial is lost. Amidst 
the bewildering array of conflicting 
voices, each claiming that his analysis 
and proposed solution of present-day 
problems is correct, it is a relief to 
find a writer who seems to have re-
mained comparatively free from party 
bias. 

"Essays on Human Evolution," 
published last year by Watts and Co., 
is the result of a lifetime of study by 
Sir Arthur Keith. Now, in the even-
ing of his life, this distinguished an-
thapologist has discussed the nature 
and the origin of war, and has exam-
ined it as an ethical problem and in 
the light of human evolution. 	His 
book represents a thorough collection 
of data, and illustrates the value of 
the scientific method. To say that 
he has no party axe to grind is not 
to imagine that he has no definite 
point of view. He has. He is an 
avowed rationalist. But this, of course, 
should not and does not invalidate 
his work of accumulating facts, 
though his rejection of the super-
natural may prevent him from un-
folding the full significance of all 
the information he has so carefully 
sorted out. 

He lays down the basic principle 
that "the business of life is to evolve." 
The good is that which aids this 
process; we must condemn as evil 
anything that retards it. He is forced 
to the conclusion that war is a part 
of the essential machinery of this 
development—"war was inherent in 
the scheme of human evolution from 
the beginning." Immediately he 
lands himself in an impasse from 
which he never escapes. He is forced 
to confess that war, "although good 
from an evolutionary point of view, 
must be counted evil or vicious in  

any conceivable system of ethics, for 
its action is cruel, merciless and com-
pletely immoral." He does not seem 
to appreciate fully the illogicality of 
this position. His condemnation of 
war is instinctive and emotional, and 
we doubtless agree with his centi-
ments, but he has no foundation for 
it in his own argument. 

Sir Arthur .Keith considers man's 
evolutionary unit to be, not the in-
dividual, but the tribe. The result is 
that men live under a two-fold and 
contradictory system of ethics. 
Within the tribe, a system promoting 
mutual help and co-operation is in 
force. He calls this the code of 
"amity", and shows how it is neces-
sary for the efficiency of tribal life. 
He thinks that its standards coincide 
more or less with the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. Between the tribes, 
however, a different standard of values 
for human behaviour prevails. War 
is the fight between tribes for sur-
vival, and in it the cade of "enmity" 
requires acts of cruelty and violence—
the very opposite of intra-tribal ethics 
—and the tribe which fails to develop 
these aggressive and unethical quali-
ties, will soon perish in the struggle 
for existence. 

One of the most fascinating aspects 
of his book is the wealth and diver-
sity of information from which he 
has abstracted these principles. 	An 
examination of the course of human 
evolution from its earliest times has 
convinced him that the operation of 
these two contradictory stands of 
love inside the tribe and hatred be-
tween tribes is a necessary part of 
human development. He finds in man 
a "dual mentality," claiming that 
"human nature is' the basal part of 
the machinery used for the evolution 
of man." He shows how in time of 
peace, the aggressive, competitive in-
stinct, denied its normal satisfaction 
in warfare, is partly sublimated within 
the tribe in class strife, party politics 
and even sport. 

He is inclined to agree with the 
German anthropologist van Luschan, 
who said at a Congress in London in 
1911, "Brotherhood is good, but 
struggle is better. Nations will come 



and go, but racial and national an- 
tagonisms wil remain. 	With its 
national ambition mankind would be- 
come a mere flock of sheep." 	He 
maintains that Universalism of any 
kind is utterly unworkable because it 
is contrary to human nature. 	This 
obtains not only for Wells' and 
Marx's dreams, but also for a Chris-
tian outlook. He is sure that evolu-
tion will never allow "a universal 
system of ethics." 	Waddington's 
claim (made ostensibly in the name 
of science . that "the ethical prin- 
ciples formulated by Christ 	 
are those which have tended towards 
the further evolution of mankind, 
and that they will continue to do so," 
he regards as quite ridiculous. 	He 
says "the law of Christ is incompat-
ible with the law of evolution." Wad-
dington's claim brought from him 
these words, "I was moved to wonder 
whether all science is founded on the 
rock of truth or the quicksands of 
opinion. For all my enquiries have 
led me to the conclusion that the 
ethic of Christianity is in fierce op-
position to that sponsored by human 
nature." 

Sir Arthur sees that Christianity 
condemns the sentiments that must 
operate if the inter-tribal struggle is 
to be successful; while humanistic 
universalism underestimates the deeply-
rooted nature of the "dual mentality" 
of man. 

These essays are commendable for 
their signs of painstaking research, 
and also for the frankness and 
thorough honesty with which the 
facts are faced. 	Their interest is 
heightened by the questions that the 
reader must continually ask. "What 
kind of constructive proposals can he 
made? 	Is there a way out? or is 
war such an expression of human 
nature that man would cease to be 
man without it? Could the instincts 
which produce the enmity complex 
find a satisfactory sublimation in a 
universal state or war-less world 
through the channels of learning, 
culture, or sport? 	Keith honestly 
thinks that the answer to these ques-
tions is "No!" 

The inevitability of this disappoint-
ing conclusion will perhaps reveal the 
main weakness of the book. It de-
velops but one point of view, and 
everything is made to fit an over sim-
plified analysis. We would like to 
think that he is wrong in his belief 
that man will be the same in the 
future as he has been from the dawn 
of tribal life until this day. But we 
must admit that if any radical change 
is to occur in man, it will require 
the emergence of entirely new factors,  

the exact nature of which may be 
only vaguely imagined, and the opera-
tion of which we really cannot yet 
see in the world today. The com-
mendable realism of Keith's book is 
that he avoids attractive phantasies 
of this kind. 

Yet he knows that the world is cry-
ing out for healing. Can nothing be 
done? He cannot consistently be 
optimistic: "pacifism is contrary to 
the laws of evolution." "My recipe 
for peace" he says, " .... is to seek 
it by each nation being prepared for 
war and ready to give its blood and 
its treasure to maintain peace." Many 
will wonder if this can be called a 
recipe for peace at all, but it is about 
the only thing he can say in the light 
of the weighty facts he has accumu-
lated. What, then, can we say of 
his conclusions? 	Are we to turn 
wistfully to the rosy dreams built 
around an ideal human nature that 
does not exist, and never shall? "The 
prospect of attaining untroubled hap-
pinness or of a state which can, even 
remotely, deserve the title of perfec-
tion," said T. H. Huxley, in 'Evolu-
tion and Ethics,' "appears to me as 
misleading an illusion as ever was 
dangled before the eyes of poor 
humanity." Is he right? 

Can we go back to the very be-
ginning and question the validity of 
his fundamental premise that "the 
business of life is to evolve?" Is the 
development or even survival of the 
race or tribe of more importance than 
that fullness of life should be enjoyed 
by the individual. "Man" is but an 
abstraction, a generic name to be used 
in books. "Men" are, and live and 
think. To emphasise this is not neces-
sarily to open the way to individual-
ism, but simple to lead to a further 
question. Is the function of any par-
ticular person merely to play his part 
in perpetuating the tribe, or should 
we look for a justification of his ex-
istence in terms of himself? Those 
who claim to find satisfaction in the 
thought that the race will reach a 
higher development in the near or 
far future (and that only for a time 
at the best if the Second Law of 
Thermo-dynamics means anything) 
and who feel that their existence and 
life's work will be fulfilled if they 
make a small contribution to that 
progress, do so only by denying their 
right to demand a purpose for their 
personality, as such. 

It may be that an individual man 
or woman is the greatest thing in the 
universe. The fact that there are two 
thousand million of them does not 
lessen their separate greatness. 	Nor 
can this greatness be increased merely 

by continuing the existence of the 
race for a long time. The purpose 
of human beings should be found 
here and now in the unique and last-
ing quality of human personalities, 
in themselves, or there is no point in 
wanting to keep up the supply for 
future centuries. To have a baby will 
simply be to bring into the world the 
repetition of a failure. The discovery 
by a man of the purpose of life in 
terms of himself will be a hollow 
mockery if it is but a fleeting insight. 
To preserve the abiding worth of the 
human personality seems to require 
immortality, or else we are of all 
beasts most miserable. 	Sir Arthur 
Keith has dismissed the idea of the 
supernatural with the almost childish 
complaint that Moses did not describe 
the origin of man in the same terms 
as he himself used in his famous text 
books! 

After that it is easy for him to 
avoid all reference to any Christian 
or supernatural estimate of man, ex-
cept a summary rejection of the 
Westminister divines' definition of 
"man's chief end is to glorify God, 
and to enjoy Kim for ever." This 
does justice to what men are in them-
selves, and reconcils the conflicting 
requirements of social and individual 
fulfilment. It ensures a right basis 
for social ife. Glorifying God is an 
activity which God Himself unifies 
and integrates into relationships of 
perfect harmony. In enjoying Him 
for ever, the precious right of the 
individual to be himself fully, is 
amply provided for. 

I am lucidly aware of the fact that 
this can only be achieved in a dif-
ference kind of existence from the 
one we know now. This revolution 
of man's disharmonies and fulfilment 
of their destiny will occur only in 
those who are linked with God—the 
"saved" if you like. I fully realise 
how pathetic and funny this sounds 
to a sophisticated and materialistic 
age, who call it "escapism", "pie in 
the sky" and other choice names. And 
I am quite sure that this estimate of 
men will never be accepted by more 
than a few. However, this simple 
thing may be said. 	The Christian 
who knows that in Jesus Christ a 
provision is made for men to be de-
livered from evil, looks for a perfect 
fruition of human life in "the resur-
rection of the body and the life ever-
fasting." Those who have shut off 
the idea of the supernatural can 
promise only suffering and strife, with 
the doubtful reward of knowing that, 
as a result of these efforts, people in 
a few thousand years might be a bit 
happier. 
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Swift, R.S. 
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Wade, T.A. 
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Wischusen, K.I. 
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Woodward, M.J. 

Wright, E.B, 



FACULTY 
REVIEW The Engineer on the Anvil 	- 

R. W. NETTLE, B.E. (Civil) Adel.), F.S.A.S.M., A.M.I.E. (Aust.) 

We must beat the iron while it is hot; 
But we may polish it at leisure. 

Dryden. 

'There can be few Engineering 
students in this, the first year of 
operation of the Mildura Branch, who 
will not fit themselves readily into 
Dryden's metaphor. Many will point 
out that they were none too hot when 
they came here; others found the two-
week vacations a pitifully inadequate 
time for a normalising process; and 
all doubtless feel that this year at 
any rate, has given little leisure for 
polishing; hammering, merciless con-
tinuous and heavy, seems to have been 
the order of the year. Oddly enough, 
the treatment has been entirely effec-
tive, and as good a batch of steel will 
go forward for further processing in 
the Melbourne shops next year as ever 
came out of the first-year forge. 

The material itself was interesting 
—probably the most fascinating side 
of the picture. 	Most of the men 
came from Melbourne, of course, but 
the country centres, Canberra, Perth, 
U.S.A. and even Europe contributed 
their quota; ranging from malleable 
17-year-olds, fresh from Matriculation 
succeseses, to war-hardened veterans 
of '0, in for shaping to the engineer 
pattern. Clerks, storemen, radio 
operators, surveyors, draughtsmen, 
fitters, salesmen, civil servants, muni-
cipal employees, station hands, a 
photographer, a shearer, a reporter and 
a linguist were all included among the 
ex-servicemen who marched in on 
D-Day and proceeded to bed down in 
the all-too-familiar camp atmosphere. 
In fact, of the 161 would-be engineers 
who started the year, 61 per cent. 
were returned men; 30 per cent. had 
seen service in the air forces, 17 per 
cent in the A.I.F. or A.M.F. and 15 
per cent in the senior service. 	In- 
evitably they had held ranks from 
squadron-leader down to humble pri-
vate and had served in every theatre 
from Britain to Bougainville. 

Of the remaining 63 students 
(promptly christened "the quiz kids" 
by the veterans because of their com-
paratively high capacity for absorbing 
new facts), Melbourne High contri-
buted no less than 21, Scotch 6; the 
metropolitan Catholic colleges 5; the 
coaching colleges 4; University High 
3; M.G.S. 2 and Wesley 1; 10 came 
from other metropolitan schools and 
11 from country centres. 

And their interests? A three-week 
session of individual interviews re-
vealed such a kaleidoscopic collection 
of tastes that chaos seemed inevitable; 
photography, scouting, ski-ing, danc-
ing, drama, swing, "good" music, 
Dickens, motor cars, movies—the list 
seemed never-ending, and included 
most sports except curling and tent-
pegging. Fortuately, two common 
points existed—a desire to make good 
in engineering and a heart-warming 
willingness to co-operate in making 
the Branch go. The result of this 
diversity of outlook with a common 
object is that the Engineers have be-
come a team without a single non-
entity — a rare phenomenon. The 
team spirit has been constantly in 
evidence, yet there is not one man 
who has not stood out individually 
at some time during the year. Within 
three days of arrival, two dozen of 
them were on stage in an item at the 
impromptu concert, with (M.H.S.) 
Bob Haylock lustily singing the lyric 
to (Sub-Lieut, R.A.N.R.) Keith 
Williams' rhythmical strumming. 
Overshadowed at the Athletics Car-
nival by sub-Olympic giants from 
the Medical faculty, Engineers never-
the-less won all the team events, and 
(R.A.A.F.) Ian Rankin stepped into 
the arena to hurl javelins and putt 
shots beyond all others before retiring 
modestly again. A.I.F. Sapper Ken 
Pearson revealed himself a silver-
tongued orator and partnered Trinity 
Grammar's Eric Layton to success in 
inter-faculty debates. Bill Duller, 
Charlie Miller, Rob Robson and others 
delivered student lectures; Charlie 
Goodger and Adam Rosenblatt played 
on-stage while Dave Cumming twid-
dled gadgets off. Old man of the 
course, (Flight Lieut) George Mc-
Inerney led the Engineering Students' 
Club, aided and abetted by (A.I.F. 
ex-P.O.W.) Arthur Birch. Don 
Wheatland has assisted regularly at 
church, and Ken Henfrey helped to 
found one; Les Farragher, Peter Bas-
sett and Geoff Hpward have represen-
ted the Engineers at various times, 
and Ralph Shalless, supported by 
Geoff Witten, led the Branch football 
team to victory; a similar office was 
performed in tennis by George Jude. 
Graham Edmonson tangled with a 
mallee root early in second term, Bill 
Trevena took unto himself a spouse 
and Alf McMicken helped local 

scouting. John Stubbs hockeyed, 
while Robert Stubbs' committee 
showed an organising ability that 
labelled the Engineer's Ball the best 
of the year (chief steward John 
Evans, with Norm Smith in the key 
post) . 

The list could be continued until 
every man in the course had been 
named—for each added his individual 
bit to the collective effort that built 
a faculty team out of a motley group. 
The material is undoubtedly satisfac-
tory. 

The smithy was disappointing at 
first—the theatres were hot and 
stuffy; laboratory equipment was not 
all to hand; living conditions were 
crowded; and we were off to a late 
start. The Engineering School turned 
out to be a group of two huts and 
four offices; the offices were occupied 
by the staff; and the huts by several 
heaps of drawing boards and tee- 
squares. 	Already 3i weeks behind 
Melbourne, the Mildura men could ill 
afford to do their drawings without 
supervision in crowded living quar-
ters; but until drawing desks started 
arriving, that is what they had to do. 
First term, mericfully, was a short 
one; at the end of it, the engineering 
staff moved to new lectures started 
coming forward more regularly; and, 
although many improvements in ac-
commodation and equipment were 
still necesary, the Engineering School 
was then fairly soundly on its feet. 

With some material and a smithy 
of sorts existing, we may now take a 
look at the smiths. And here again 
the pioneers were possibly at a dis-
advantage. Blacksmith Nettle may 
have been a mighty man in another 
State, forging final-year shapes, but 
that did not necessarily help him to 
teach effectively a first-year subject 
in a different University. Fortunately, 
though, his team of strikers were Mel-
bourne men of divers interests, each 
of whom showed himself as well able 
to assist off the academic anvil as on 
it. Senior Demonstrator Alan Bun-
bary, of Civil persuasion, whipped the 
Student's Club into shape so effec-
tively early in the piece that it is un-
doubtedly the Branch's most active 
faculty society; and, having handed 
the reins to a keen committee, he 
stood by with constant interest and 



advice throughout the year. "Jerry" 
Schaefler, B.A. and B.Eng., Sc., found 
time between studying final subjects 
for his mining degree and a geophysical 
research project to father the Branch 
Newman Society. And Mechanical, 
graduate John Coghland leapt into 
such thankless posts as Staff Associa-
tion secretary and theatre cashier—
and still found time to beat all-comers 
to the hand and heart of Maths. 
tutorette "Bobbie" Powell. 

Fortunately, too, the lectures in 
other subjects were neither new to 
their job nor to their subjects and 
were fully alive to the opportunities 
for contact and cohesion that the 
Branch presented ;and again, their 
common point of contact, the student 
body, was "in pitching" with a toler-
ance and a sense of humour that can 
only be regarded as remarkable. En-
gineering text-books were unprocur-
able for more than half the year, but 
the work went on, and an attempt 
was made to relieve the monotony 
and broaden the engineering outlook 
with a well-received series of lectures 
from identities of the Engineering 
Schoo lat Melbourne. Dean of the 
Faculty, Professor Blackwood, led the 
way, and was followed by Civil Pro-
fessor Matheson, Mining Chief Dun-
kin, Electrical head Moorehouse, 
workshop specialist Shaw, technologist 
Bainbridge, and design expert Dr. 

Brasch, author-inchief of the issued 
notes. 

An entirely new experiment was 
made in second term vacation when, 
with the co-operation of the 
M.U.E.S.C. (M) , sixty of the men 
visited Broken Hill to get a first-hand 
view of the mining industry, and 
twenty-five travelled to Wollongong 
in N.S.W. to see iron and steel made, 
coal mined and copper processed, 
visiting Burrinjuck Dam, Hume Weir 
and Canberra en route. 

Maerial, forge and smiths—but just 
what is the first-year forging process? 
The faculty handbook gives no real 
clue; certainly it lists the subjects to 
be studied, Physics, Chemistry, Pure 
Maths, Applied Maths and Engineer-
ing; but a cursory glance would sug-
gest that this entailed 14 hours of 
lectures, 11 hours of lectures and 2 
tutorials per week. In point of fact, 
Mildura Engineers found that an extra 
hour had been set aside in each sub-
ject for practice classes and that 
Physics laboratory work needed 4 
hours instead of 3—a total of 6 hours 
a week above the scheduled times. 
However, effective practice classes 
have been (not all of them were com-
pulsory), this faced the student with 
a time-table in which only two hours 
each week were free, excluding Wed- 
nesday and Saturday afternoons. 	In 
fact, Honours Maths men had a com-
pletely full programme and were to 

be seen throughout the winter strug-
gling off in the cold grey dawn to 
a 7 a.m. lecture in mathematics, so 
that they could do it while fresh 
rather than at the end of the day as 
set down. All this has justified o 
some extent the Engineer's impression 
hat the pressure has been ON—cer-
tainly it makes even more praise-
worthy their continued success and 
activity in all phases of non-academic 
life at the Branch. The efficiency of 
the process will be judged on their 
progress next year and throughout 
their courses. 

Finally, what of the partly-formed 
product? During the year, seven 
men have dropped out and one extra 
man has commenced the course. 
Those who remain have not all de-
cided definitely which branch of 
engineering they will follow, but the 
approximate proportions are: 

Civil 	75 per cent. 
Electrical 	20 per cent. 
Mechanical 	17 per cent. 
Metallurgy 	5 per cent. 
Mining 	2 per cent. 

One thing is certain; all are poten-
tially good engineers, and no less 
so because they are the trial batch 
in this new smithy; they will, take 
their places in the Melbourne shop 
next year and in their profession be 
watched with keen interest and no 
little effection by all who have had a 
hand at the Mildura anvil. 

President, Mr. R. W. Nettie 

Vice-Presidents, Messrs A. I. Bun-
bury, J. R. Coghlan, J. F. Schaefler. 

Chairman, Mr. G. F. McInerney 
Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. A. C. Birch 
Representatives, Messrs. A. A. Bun-
bury, A. W. Glasgow, H. A. Morris. 
Union Sub-Committee Representa-
tives: Mr. L. W. Farragher, Mr. C. 

Howard. 
A.D. 1947 has seen the inception, 

as has been stated almost ad nauseum, 
of a great educational experiment in 
the shape of M.U.M.B. By its nature 
this experiment has offered peculiar 
opportunities for the development of 
its componets, both corporate and in- 
dividual. 	A good example of the 
former is the organisation of the En-
gineering Students into a Faculty 
Club. The task of initial organisa-
tion fell to Mr. A. I. Bunbury, Senior 
Demonstrator in Engineering. It was 
decided that the Club should be 
legally distinct from, though affiliated 

Engineers' Club 
with, its fellow in Melbourne, and the 
above Committee wa selected to office. 

As regards Club activities, these 
were many and varied, and the 
M.U.E.S.C. was one of the most active 
Clubs of the Branch. 

Film formed the mainstay of our 
weekly meetings throughout the year, 
though initially there was always a 
good deal of doubt whether these 
would arrive in time to be used. Our 
serial feature—a well produced, war-
time propaganda film, "Why do we 
Fight?"—was occasionally augmented 
by light shorts. 

Student lectures were given at var-
ious times throughout the year by 
Messrs. Miller, Layton, McInerney, 
Duffler and Robson who, respectively, 
dealt with: "Surveying," "Aluminium 
Therapy and the treatment of Sili-
cosis", "Metallurgy", "The extraction 
of Phosphates at Nauru and Ocean 
Islands", and "Australian Bridges. 
Our president has benerously offered 
an award of two prizes to the student  

lectures given, but at the time of 
wrung, the winner is still to be de-
cided. Also, we would like to men-
tio pour gratitude to Miss J. B. Pike 
and Messrs. Syer and Coghlan for 
officating in judging these lectures. 

During the year two inter-Faculty 
debates weer held. In the first, the 
Engineers and Architects could reach 
no decision that, "Fraternisation be-
tween Staff and Students is a good 
thing", and in the second, the En-
gineers convinced the Medical stu-
dents that "Technical Gradutes are 
Uneducated". 

For obvious reasons great difficulty 
was encountered in obtaining speak- 
ers from outside the Branch. 	Mr. . 
Laird, early in Third Term, was the 
only one, and delivered a very in-
teresting address entitled "Overseas 
Study and Travel for Architects." 
Other addresses given during the year 
included Mr. R. W. Nettle's Presi-
dental address on "The Murray 
River," and a symposium on "Pro- 



Students' Notes 
fessional Prospects" by the demon-
strators, Messrs. Bunbury, Coghlan 
and Schaefler. 

Half way through the year the 
Club decided that there was a place 
in the Branch records for a newspaper 
of specific Faculty interest, which, 
however, would harmonise with the 
Branch paper, "Primo Anno." As a 
result "Snafu" came into being and, 
in spite of its name, has already gone 
far towards achieving its aim. 

Excursions during the year have 
been in the form of inspections of 
local works of engineering interest—
the Pumping Station, and the Power 
Station; and, during the Second Term 
vacation, two long distance excur-
sions, one to Broken Hill, and one to 
Port Kembla, in an attempt to gain 
some first hand information on min-
ing and the industries connected with 
it. The willing friendship of the 
mining authorities at both places 
helped to make these excursions the 
great success they were. 

During Second Term, the Social 
Auxiliary of the Club held a most 
successful inaugural dance at the 
Capitol Ballroom in Mildura. Admis-
sion was by invitation only, but this 
did not seem to reduce the attendance 
and everyone present thoroughly en-
joyed the evening. It is hoped to hold 
another such function before the end 
of the year. 

The objects of this Club, as set 
forth in the constitution, are: 

(i) To organise excursions, lec-
tures, and discussions of such a nature 
as to benefit the students. 

(ii) To promote matters of sport-
ing, social and other interest to the 
students. 

These aims cover a very wide field; 
but, while initial' organisation may 
have seemed to restrict our activities 
in some ways this year, the Commit-
tee feels that what has been done may 
serve as a useful guide for students 
of the future. 

Finally, we thanks very sincerely 
all those who have, in various ways, 
helped our activities and contributed 
to make this such a successful year. 

P.S. The Club has not been the 
only interest of one of its leading 
members, to whit Mr. J. R. Coghlan, 
who has announced his engagement 
to Miss Roberta Powell, also of the 
Academic Staff. The best wishes of 
the Club are extended to them both. 

If you're the sort of person 
Who likes to soak in the bath, 
And lie there without making a noise; 
You may not be listening 
But you can't help hearing 
Quite a lot on occasions. 

Mildura! The name that launched 
a thousand lips into an innuendo of 
joy, doubt and sorrow—and no small 
number of curses . The name that 
sent many of the smart ones amongst 
us on the trail of some excuse whereby 
they could keep their feet firmly en-
trenched in their own little wallow 
and under their own little tables! 

Bitter disillusionment, however, 
awaited all but those who had pre-
viously invested in a luxury that few 
students could afford, or those who 
could prove that there was hardship 
caused by departure to the distant 
mystry which is known at times by 
the odd name of Sunraysia. 

And so it came about that the 
Engineering Faculty of the Mildura 
Branch was more or less delivered of 
one hundred and eighty six bodies of 
varying ages but uniform sex with 
whom they could do as they chose—at 
least between the hours of nine till 
five on weekdays. 

As the year matured it became ob-
vious that the small happy band of 
optimists who were striving to manu-
facture construction merchants of 
various types from the somewhat 
dubious material were sparing no pains 
to ensure that there was little time 
left on our hands in which we could 
get into trouble. An admirable aim 
no doubt, but one which was only 
successful in part. 

The first indication that many of 
us got as to the types progressive who 
were among the group was at the 
election of office-bearers for the En-
gineering Society. In their first semi-
official meeting the candidates seized 
the opportunity for a vigorous, tiif 
sometimes misguided campaign ad-
dress. Most effective, perhaps, was 
George Mclnerny's offering—complete 
with many props which are not used 
for the purpose—something a little 
more earthy, perhaps. It was also 
regrettable that another candidate was 
unable to deliver his eagerly awaited 
and carefully prepared oration due to 
the presence of females in the 
audience. 

The function was perhaps an omen 
in that it showed that the members 
of the Engineering Students' Club 
Committee were at least going to be 
active—and the year has shown that 
they have been active indeed. 	The 
results of their labours have been 
beneficial to many, even to those out-
side the Faculty and in this difficult 
and formative year we have been for- 

tunate to have a committee who 
showed such enthusiasm. 

At odd intervals during First and 
Second Terms the Meds. would again 
surface for another of the inevitable 
thrashings in the football field. When 
the inaugural matches were played the 
team was duly congratulated after the 
first victory (and probably the sec-
ond) by the proud head of the. 
Faculty but it was noticed that even 
he had tired of the monotony after 
the first few weeks. It would be un-
fair however, not to record the only 
occasion in which the Meds DID 
triumph in one of these inter-Faculty 
struggles, during which epic several 
unbiased observers, strong men all, 
were seen to turn away, ashen of 
mien, as the realisation struck home 
that the Meds. were playing twenty-
three men. 

In these last few weeks cricket has, 
naturally, superceded football and the 
Engineers opened their account with 
quite an easy victory over our irres-
ponsible cousins, the Architects. 
Prominent was one named Hicks who 
discouraged the bowling with a deter-
mined, if slowly productive bat. It 
was regretted most deeply that this 
auspicious occasion could not have 
been closed in the accepted fashion 
with a nine—free, of course. 

Another bitter struggle, again in-
volving the Architects, was enacted 
one Sunday morning when the South 
Central Heads team took the field for 
the first—and last—time. Composed 
mainly of Engineers who, in the little 
time available, played cricket against 
the blunt end of one of the ablution 
blocks, the South Centrals acquitted 
themselves quite admirably even 
though the decision went to the 
Achitects. 	Laurie Chamberlain re- 
veale dunsuspected talent by breaking 
one of the theatre windows with a 
brilliant six, while the highlight of the 
day was a hat trick bowled by George 
Bearham. 

The first Engineers Dance, organ-
ised by those three stalwarts "Blue" 
Evans, Mick Miller and John Stubbs 
(black) was held one Wednesday 
night round about the middle of Sec-
ond Term; the arena being the Capi- 
tol Coffee Lounge, Mildura. 	The 
script called for free buses, wonderful 
floor and copious quantities of liquid 
and from the various reports these 
were supplied in full. 	The occasion 
happened to coincide with the birth-
day of the S'en. Lec. Eng. who was 



presented with an appropriate gift 
in the form of a set of building blocks, 
e.ith written instructions. These were 
of sonic purpose however—as we dis-
covered next lecture. 

The evening was very well con-
ducted, particularly considering the 
prospective M.C. was unable to appear 
due to a sudden illness—it WAS 'flu, 
wasn't it, George? The usual amount 
of noise was produced—any sign of a 
lull being shot back to full wave rec-
tification by those two partners in 
crime, Geoff Witten and Ken Henfrey. 

Most worthy of praise were the 
men in charge of the distillation—
Norm Smith plus his crutches seemed 
to make light of the work, while Les 
Connell and Alan Glasgow were most 
efficient. 	This job was probably the 
only one in the whole organisation for 
which the Committee had no trouble 
in finding qualified hands. Altogether 
a Good Turn. 

Quite an interesting diversion was 
caused during the year by Mr. Sen. 
Lec. Maths' sudden, desire to play of 
the "Hunt the Slipper" variety—or 
should we call it "Hunt the Horn"? 
Time and a great deal of animal cun-
ning were against him, however, and 
his efforts were unrewarded; the isola-
tion of the resultant by the applica-
tion of the notation after Bow or even 
after Syer were unsuccessful. How-
ever we parted friends. 

Many other activities were pursued 
by members of the Faculty, including 
devout worship of the Church of 
Turkey by a large number. 	These 
same rites were unfortunately rather 
in abeyance towards the end of last 
term, but there was a promises of dis-
tant crusades sometimes after Decem-
ber 4. 

Two crusades were held during Sec-
ond Term vac—one to Broken Hill 
and one to Port Kembla—even though 
Mr. Sen. Lec. Eng. insisted that the 
pilgrims were zealots in search of 
knowledge. True, Broken Hill is an 
excellent place to observe the pheno-
menon of fluid flow. 

Interesting things happen with 
motor bikes, particularly in the dead 
cf night—ask Peter Arnold and Eddie 
Costello. Peter apparently carried on 
a long conversation with himself be-
fore realising that his passenger had 
left him some time previously. 

Many times during the year one of 
our members would return bearing 
another trophy from the glorious field 
of combat at Mildura Golf Club. It 
was none other than Cec Hughes who 
repeated this performance so frequent- 
ly, at least twice anyway. 	Each 
trophy was accompanied. by a very 
concise description, stroke by stroke, 

of how the match had been won. In 
fact on one occasion we were very for-
tunate to be able to witness the actual 
style in a little demonstration in the 
Buffet. 

It was viewed, rather with disap-
proval by some, when Dick Fanning 
decided to join the happy band of 
beard producers. 	Even when the 
object reached fruition it was still 
viewed with disapproval—but by a far 
greater number. 	Dick, of course, 
could not have cared less. Wife Dave 
Chancellor seemed to become even 
more morbid towards the end of the 
final term, particularly when people 
murmured "Crumpet" or "Muffin" or 
some such word, the mystical signifi-
cance being lost on the majority of 
people. 

A particularly prominent member 
of C. of T. was Alan Glasgow, as dour 
and disillusioned as his name suggests. 
Noted for keeping a particularly tidy 
flat he was only too keen to entertain. 
An interesting occurence at this centre 
of freethought was the sudden desire 
of a visiting male staff member to 
leave by the window, which was un- 
fortunately shut at the time. 	This 
small hazard being overcome with a 
loud smell of breaking glass a grace-
ful, exit was accomplished only to find 
that the knock at the door happened 
to be a wandering Med. student and 
net the Stag Dean of Men as originally 
thought. 

That man of many talents in the 
field of sport, Ralph Shalless, is, to 
use his own words, a bludger. What 
inspired this piece of self analysis is 
hard to say, although the next state-
ment made—that he is a confirmed 
bachelor—does throw a little light on 
the subject. Since leaving Canada his 
life has suffered a blight of the worst 
type, which was understandable as the 
Canadian girls are very attractive. 

Why any person with a diploma in 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineering 
should inflict themselves with a Uni-
versity Course is beyond comprehen- 
sion. 	However, Les Farragher fol- 
lows his coures with every appearance 
cf enjoyment. A staunch member of 
the Faculty and a Students' Commit-
tee representative his failings include 
an ability to sleep anywhere at any- 
time. 	Anti-sport, except indoor, at 
which his skill is an unknown quan-
tity, he spends lots of his spare time 
wrecking the watches people bring to 
him in perfect good faith and confi-
dence. 

The surprise of the year was that 
Don Cole, in between racing round 
the countryside in his converted pram, 
put enough time aside to become a 
screen "idle." 	It is doubtful if any- 

one as demure as D.L. in bed had ever 
been seen at the Branch theatre. 

It was noted that as the year gradu-
ally drew to a close the other repre-
sentative we have on the Students 
Committee, one Peter Bassett, worked 
harder and harder. We soon discov-
ered that it was not just because he 
did not want to dip out on his First 
Year, but that some unkind soul had 
arranged Supps. to take place in Feb-
ruary—and one thing Peter does NOT 
want to do is to take his textbooks on 
his honeymoon! 

In retrospect, this first year has 
been, for both the Branch and the 
students, an interesting one. 	It has 
shown what type of community the 
Meds., Dents., Archs, and Eng. would 
form when separated from the re-
mainder of the Faculties, and this 
community has been as different from 
the normal University society as it has 
been more wholesome. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 
What drudgery ahead, four hours of 

work! 
And yet what bliss this day has 

brought before— 
Its presence in the week in terms 

gone by 
Has made me haunt the nearest 

sportswear store. 

A second Saturday, a blessed rest 
That made the work-worn week fly 

by, seem short, 
When books were cast aside and balls 

snatched up, 
And foursomes headed for the tennis 

court. 

I guess that perhaps one councillor 
was young 

And thought to give the students' 
mind a rest. 

He pleaded that the body must be 
built. 

The old men laughed and granted 
his request. 

"We'll build the body Wednesday 
afternoon." 

I wonder have they suffered for their 
guilt, 

Full well they knew that 'ere third 
term was reached, 

The mind and not the body, would 
be built. 

And so thou best of friends have 
turned out false. 

You gave, then took away; untrue, 
unkind— 

Now all my spirit longs to go and 
play, 

Rebels against the necessary grind. 
"Pat." 



NOTES ON ART APPRECIATION 

Art is not esoteric. Art is "a 
special form of social communion" by 
which a small group of talents can 
pass on their noble impressions or con-
cepts to the many. At its best art 
stimulates and educates man in the 
highest ideals and qualities of 
emotions. In its debased form it de-
scends to pornography or lickspittle 
politics. 

Beauty is not an inherent quality 
of a work of art. The concept beauty 
is too subjective to be objectively in 
some artistic symbol. The paintings 
(innate) of Rembrandt are sometimes 
abused as having "merely achieved 
an effect of rottenness." Boucher 
and Fragonard to the Puritan are 
libertinous. Matisse is often accused 
of more hedonism, Daumier of being 
indelicate. 

On what criterion are we to judge 
painters or sculptors? Do you con-
sider Henry Moore, Mestrovic or 
Michelangelo as being ridiculous, ob-
scene or too naturalistic? An essen-
tial of the art of the sculptor is to 
preserve the essense of his medium—
if granite, his symbolism must be 
granite - like, eg. Jacob Epstein's 
"Adam"; yet great numbers of people 
scream and rant over this natural rep-
resentation as being "unnatural". 

Art is so much a part of culture 
that the understanding of the various 
art forms must be accompanied by 
a thorough knowledge of the cultural 
and historical background. Fashion 
has played its part in history of art 
just as tradition and strong conser-
vative tendency. Movements in art 
have followed the same evolutionary 
and revolutionary development that is 
illustrated in economical and sociolog-
ical history. A nude by Renoir would 
be inconceivable in the studio of an 
early Catalan. We would conceive, 
however, a Christ by Roualt in Medie-
val Spain. 

If one were seeking an artist 
upon whom the contemporary scene 
had most impression, Jose de Diego 
or Portinari would be the most typical 
of our period. Both Communists, 
the disillusion, want and misery and 
class hatred so indicative of our time 
are subjects of their canvases. Both 
have the technique of a "modern" 
trend. The one rich in the style of 
the Mexican school of Jose Orozco, 
another Communist, is the exemplar, 
De Diego illustrates the Parisian-
Spanish outlook. 

The techniques used symbolises the 

By RAYMOND O'DEA 

crudity and the harshness of modern 
life seen by artists who are of the 
masses, and not of a class or a group 
of 'leisured aesthetics like Whistler. 
Sociological history can be traced in 
art techniques and representation. 
Primitive art required skilled crafts-
manship and is largely mechanical. 
The tools used, e.g. the adze, had to 
be made by the artists, the plants 
used in the paint collected and mixed 
with size to set the pigment, hides 
prepared as canvasses—all tasks of 
the artist. 	A drawing of infinite 
delicacy as of Matisse's "Roumanian 
Peasant" would be inconceivable in 
'she wall of a cave. This is a reason 
why perspectve was eschewed. 

Perspective, according to many 
contemporary artists, is a falsification 
cf the truth. In this they agree with 
the greatest artists of the early cul-
tures, especially Assyrian, Indian and 
Mayan. Truth in portrayal was an 
csL sential. In the Temple of the Tigers 
:n the Yucatan, a Mural of a battle 
scene shows warriors stand;ng cm: on 
top of the other increasingly larger 
in size in correspondence to position. 
The idea is, of course, to allow the 
spectator to see all figures the same 
size from his standing position. Men 
did not decrease in size actually with 
distance; therefore perspective was a 
lit. Another problem solved by 

CLASSICAL MAYAN-

"DEER CEREMONIAL" 

Camara Vase, 

Yucatan 

—R. J. O'Dea. 

artists of other cultures, recently ex-
perimented with by moderns of our 
Graeco-Roman culture, was that or 
activity. In many moderns in pyra-
mids moving animals and men are 
represented as having many arms and 
legs to symbolize their movement. 
An early Mayan drawing shows a head 
showing many eyes and mouths, sug-
gesting the turning of this head. 
Many of Picasso's canvases illustrate 
this "activity" particularly "Woman 
and a Minotaur." Another method 
by which activity is achieved is repe-
tition of the main character. An early 
Siennese painting shows St. Anthony 
of Egypt on four different stages of a 
journey on the one canvas. Diptychs 
often reveals this activity. The latest 
development of this activity has been 
exploited by the film cartoon, as yet 
only used for humour. 

Just an initmal study of tech-
nique suggests the necessity for study-
in art before criticism, and a correc-
tion of the tendency of the unin-
formed to cant. 

Eesides study in the technique of 
representation the problems of the 
artist must be considered—in the 
notes on technique I referred to a 
few—one in particular—the perspec-
tive at which one sees murals and tall 
statutary, is often the reason for the 
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use of distortion, notably in El 
Greco's murals for the chapels of 
cathedrals. In sculpture the medium 
must not be ignored, and the essence 
preserved. 	It is false art to make 
granite look like plaster or vice versa. 
Painted statues are abortions. 

In the plastic arts artists have used 
symbols to refer to concept just as 
we have words to communicate ideas. 
In anthropomorphic representations 
of deities, facial expressions were con-
sidered almost obscene by the Mayans 
and also most Oriental cultures. Even 
Grecian sculptors considered expres-
sions to be not suitable, but imper-
turbable indifference was favoured in 
even representation of humans—the 
Laocoon group is an outstanding ex-
ception, Gracian ballet was usually 
performed with blank faces, modern 
Medican folk dancing preserves in 
many instances this facially expres-
sionless portrayal. 

Realisation of the power of art has 
led the "powers that be" to arrogate 
to themselves patronage of artists and 
the direction of the tendencies of 
artists. The hierarchies of the Middle 
Ages used the energies of the artist in 
representing the beliefs of Chrisitan-
ity. When artists showed individual-
ity they were "corrected"; Goya was 
constantly in strife with the Inquisi-
tion; the nudes of Michelangelo were 
clothed, and squares of paper were 
placed on stained glass windows rep-
resenting the circumcision of Christ. 
I often wonder why the sublime 
mockery of the gargoyle was not af-
fected also. 

Under Protestant domination the 
artist was treated as a profligate and 
a probable unbeliever. 	This is a 
reason why the Catholic Church has 
survived so long—it provides an outlet 
for the artist. 

In Capitalist society the artist has 
been segregated from the people and 
used to bolster the prestige of the 
aristocracy and bourgeoisie. In Ger-
many, artists who did not illustrate 
Rosenberg's theories were persecuted 
—for example Grosz and Steinberg. 

Capitalist and Fascist states tram-
mel the free expression of the artist. 
Artists, realising this, have made 
Capitalism and Fascism targets for 
trenchant attack. 

On either side the huts, there lie 
Long rows of bodies sprawled awry, 
And brilliant bathers meet the eye, 
Because it's very hot. 
To meet the summer sun's caress 
There's not much in the way of dress, 
And not a soul there should care less. 
You men sure miss a lot. 

We was allo'us off on one of them 
trips 

Down by the Murray, for a few quiet 
sips 

Of the amber fluid—you know, just 
a matter 

Of 'avin' a break an' a laugh an 'a 
natter. 

Quite a few o' the locals wus there 
this day 

An's as I starts me dit, we wus well 
under way. 

By that throth in me glass th' niners 
'bout thru 

But that don't matter 'cos I knowed 
I seen two 

In the back of the "ute" when we left 
Merbein. 

So I lick me lips—"a 'ole eighteen" 
I think "it's th' tops", an' I's glad 

I come 
Along with th' boys for a spot of 

fun. 

I got me eyes on one of these coves: 
E's pokin' round as if 'e knows 
Ell find a bloomin' lump o' gold 
Tucked away in one o' them old 
Red gums, down on the river flat. 
Struth! Even us city blokes wouldn't 

do that— 
So I looks around for a likely tout 
To spill th' beans—when I 'ears a 

shout 
Echoing' up from down by that tree 
'Eh, stir up th' ashes, I've a Wychety' 

These barmy coots start rushin' round 
Heavin' th' logs off onto the ground 
While anuther dope gits a billy lid 

an' puts it dahn so's it's almost 'id 
By a flamin mass o' burnin' coke 
I looks round—struth! Wot a joke.! 

Up 'e comes looking awful proud 
So off I trots to join th' crowd 
O' raving loons, t' see if I can find 
Out just what they 'ave in mind 
An' as I tramps dahn through thet 

scrub 
I sees this great fat wrigglin' grub. 

Now, this is where I loses me tan 
'Cos that silly lid is jus' a silly fryin' 

pan 
For wen I sees they mean to cook 
An' eat thet thing—do I feel crook—
I staggers off to find a seat 
I'm thinkin' of better things to eat. 

They quietens down a bit at last 
And wes losin' intrest pretty fast 
'Cos y' must admit that jus' plain 

grogging 
Aim th' best—to enjoy y' noggin' 
Y'wants a laugh—or th' tim'll lag 
So we looks round for a nuther gag. 

Jus' as I'm gettin 'a lil bored 
They gather round in an `ungry 'ord 
An' suddenly decides th' grub is 

cooked— 
Tho 'ow they tells is got me 'ooked. 
'Ho'll 'av abit', yells a fat old bo 
(I'm in a blue funk—tho I don't let 

em know) . 
'Lets give th' young ones a bit o' a 

treat, 
havin' none o' that sizzlin' meat) 

But 'e looks at me—Good nite! 
I empties me glass-an' takes a bite. 

"ANON." 
—With Apologies to C.J.D. 

NOW WE ARE HERE— 
BUT WHY DID WE COME? 

Are we here because we're here, or 
had we an ulterior motive in applying 
or appointment to this Branch? 

We were all aware of the climatic 
advantages—who didn't dream of 
long lazy hours in the sun? Then 
some heard rumours of sparkling 
wines, and elastic "hours" over the 
border. 

There were those who thought Sun-
raysia an ideal place to breed cats, 
and have since proved the fertility 
of the neighbouring Felix homos. 

It is possible that others wished to 
forget a sticky past down South—
little dreaming they were heading for 
a stickier future in the North? 

Some heard tales of the hunting 
possibilities; rabbits in the scrub, 
husbands in the 	? BUNKUM!!! 

The truth is—we came here to pass 
on what little knowledge we have, 
to a rare but interesting collection 
of students. 

We trust that the light of idealism 
which hen shone in our eyes, has not 
been dimmed by an overdose of sun-
shine ,or the other good things of this 
life. 

M.C. 
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Student Committee Report 
At the beginning of First Term an 

election was held in order to form a 
temporary representative body of stu- 
dents. 	This was to be composed of 
one representative for every hundred 
students in each Faculty and one 
women's representative. The purpose 
of the Committee was to bring to the 
notice of the Union Committee, the 
Lecturers, the Catering Manager, etc., 
any problems, complaints, or sugges-
tions for improvement which might 
be brought forward by the students. 

The representatives appointed as a 
result of the election were: 

Faculty of Architecture: Mr. H. H. 
Long. 	Faculty of Dental Science: 
Mr. A. G. Barrett. 	Faculty of En- 
gineering: Mr. L. W. Farragher and 
Mr. G. Howard. Faculty of Medicine: 
Mr. J. Finlayson, Mr. J. I-I. Learmonth 
and Mr. L. E. G. Sloan. 	Women 
Students Representative: Miss M. K. 
Norris. 

At the first meeting, held on April 
27, Mr. Sloan was appointed Chair-
man, and. Miss Norris, Secretary. At 
the beginning of Second Term, elec-
tions were again held and were con-
ducted by members of the Staff speci-
fically connected with each Faculty. 
This resulted in the returning of all 
members previously elected, except 
Mr. G. Howard, who declined to 
stand. Mr. Peter Bassett was elected 
in his place. 	At the first meeting 
of the new committee, Mr. A. G. Bar-
rett was elected Chairman, and Miss 
Norris was re-elected as Secretary. 

During the year a great many mat-
ters have been dealt with concerning 
catering, hut facilities, social activities 
and various other items. 	Till the 
middle of Third Term the Committee 
had no constitution and so it has 
functioned largely as a medium 
through which individual students, 
Student Clubs and Societies, could ap-
proach the Warden, Sub-Deans and 
other members of the Administrative 
Staff. 	The Committee has had no 
official status to take action of any 
nature on even minor problems de-
manding reprimand or judicial hand-
ling, i.e., cases of anti-social behavior, 
etc. 	There has, however, been little 
cause for such action during the year, 
and such cases as have arisen have 
been dealt with by the Warden direct, 
or other members of the Staff. 

The following is a general survey of  

the matters dealt with by the Student 
Committee during the year. 	In the 
First Term lie majority of the business 
concerned catering matters. This 
was recorded and held over since 
it was pointed out that the 
catering staff were doing the best they 
could with insufficient equipment. 
During the Second Term the Cater-
ing Manager was invited to attend a 
meeting of the Committee and the 
items previously held over were dis- 
cussed. 	Such matters as the precau- 
tions taken to keep food and utensils 
clean, the provision of a larger variety 
of sweets, the collection and disposal 
of waste were discussed, and details 
and explantations were given. 

Questions dealing with hut facili-
ties, lack of equipment in showers, 
laundries and flats, cases of leaking 
boilers, low water pressure, etc., were 
taken up direct with Mr. Carter, the 
Controller of Plant and Equipment. 

In the category of "social activities" 
came such suggestions as the organisa-
tion of dances in the Union on Satur-
day nights from 8 till 11.45. This 
was done and use was made of the 
radiogram, presented by the Ladies' 
Auxiliary, in the lounge. 	Also the 
Committee arranged the formation of 
a Committee to run the Commence-
ment Ball held towards the end of 
First Term, and a similar body to run 
the official dance held at the end of 
the Second Term. 

In the section dealing with miscel- 

laneous items came varied proposals 
such as: the alteration of the system of 
seating in the lecture theatres, the im-
provement of furnishings in the Buffet 
and Canteen, suggested times for the 
buses to run between the Branch and 
Mildura, enquiries as to the system of 
marking practical books and as to the 
number of students who may enter the 
various Courses in 1948. 

It is hoped that in spite of the fact 
that the Committee appears to be 
largely a mouthpiece for the "com-
plaints, condonements and construc-
tive criticism" of the Students, with 
little power to take direct action or 
give final judgment on such matters, 
this Students' Committee has, in 
some measure, laid the foundations 
for the working of similar Com-
mittees in the future. Also it is 
hoped that it has been of some assis-
tance in the organisation and activi-
ties which have taken place in our first 
year at the University of Melbourne, 
Mildura Branch. 

On behalf of the Students we should 
like to thank the Warden, Dr. Rogers, 
and his Staff, for their co-operation 
and "ready ear" which have helped to 
make this inaugural year an unforget-
able one for those of us who have had 
the privilege of taking part in this 
unique venture, the setting up of a 
University centre in a country dis-
trict. 

MARGARET NORRIS, 

Secretary, Students' Committee. 
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When the establishing of the Mil-
dura Branch was first mooted, there 
were many doubts and misgivings as 
to whether women students should be 
included in the scheme. However, it 
was realised that to exclude the women 
would penalise them academically, and 
that, perhaps, they might be an asset 
in a large community such as we find 
here. 

An asset they have proved to be—
not only the women students but all 
the women of the Branch, which in-
cludes members of the academic staff, 
the technical staff, the administrative 
staff and wives of members of the 
staff. These women, both of the 
younger and older generation, can 
"take it"; and the University of Mel- 
bourne may be justly proud of the 
way this section of its women mem-
bers has carried on living and studying 
under, to say the least, the most pecu-
liar circumstances, this year. 

GARET BLACKWOOD, M.Sc., Sub Dean of Women. 

• Living conditions for the first three 
months had to be experienced to be 
believed. 	It seems strange now not 
to be stepping out of the doorway onto 
loose boards piled up for a step, and 
then staggering round and over piles 
of building timber and pieces of gal-
vanised iron strewn about the ground. 
It is a positive luxury these days to 
have a proper doorhandle and a key 
instead of a hasp and staple with a 
padlock. 

When, early this year, it was realis-
ed that the building programme would 
not be finished for the opening of the 
academic term the policy adopted was 
to accommodate the students first, 
then junior staff, senior staff and last-
ly the Warden—Mrs. Rogers still goes 
cheerfully on with no kitchen cup-
boards! A further priority was made in 
favour of the women who are extreme-
ly grateful for the policy makers, be- 
cause they were able to settle-in com-
paratively smoothly. They DID have 

j only two students to a flat and an 
average amount of cupboard space, 
and although they had to wait three 
months for power points and hanging 
space, and wardrobes and a few other 
minor things, at least they were each 
in their own and permanent room. 

Not so the women staff, who at the 
beginning, worked all day in their de-
partments, unpacking equipment, 
scrubbing and setting up benches and 
carrying out all the numerous jobs 
that lab. boys would have done in 
Melbourne, in order to race time. 
The junior members lived in half their 
allotted space for a month or so and 
the senior women lived cheerfully in 
one room, sleeping on a verandah for 
the first six weeks, at the sane time 
keeping their minds attune for lectur-
ing and demonstrating. 

The part played in the running of 
the Branch by women staff can be 
measured to a certain extent when one 
realises that of the total academic, 
technical and adminstrative staff 31% 
are women. 

The wives deserve special mention 
for the way they carried on under 
great difficulties of half completed 
houses in the early stages. 	I remem- 
ber Mrs. Pyke, with three small chil- 
dren, moving into a house without 
windows, and without light and with 
only emergency washing facilities. 
Once after heavy rain, Mrs. Syer had 
to be transported from her front door 

to the main road by jeep to get 
through the water accumulated in a 
depression still to be drained. 	The 
wives, one and all, headed by the 
Warden's wife, who has managed to 
keep her house going and entertain 
under the most trying circumstances, 
have never complained and are always 
cheerful. 

What of the part played by the 
women students in establishing the 
traditions of the Branch? These stu-
dents are true pioneers. They are set-
ting a standard for others to follow 
and the standard is high. No other 
students will feel that this is THEIR 
Branch quite as much as these first 
students who are modelling the shape 
of the Branch to be. They have 
taken a pride in looking after their 
quarters, keeping the flats clean and 
making gardens about the huts to in-
dicate to their successors that an inter-
est should be taken in the standard of 
the women's quarters. 	They have 
been well represented in Church, cul-
tural and social activities, on sports 
and entertainment committees, and 
they have studied hard. 

There are 44 women students this 
year, that is one to every ten men stu-
dents, and it can be understood that 
they have taken a large share in extra-
curricular activities, as the possibility 
of each women student taking part in 
an activity is ten times greater than 
that of each man student taking part. 
So the demand on their time has been 
great, but, at the same time, this year 
has afforded them a greater opporun-
ity of entering into a full University 
life than they would have elsewhere. 

These forty-four women are all dif-
ferent; the age range is from 17 to 36, 
although the average age is about 
twenty-two; some came straight from 
school, some from service experience 
in a world of war and yet they live 
and study amicably together and, it 
seems to me, they have learned quickly 
to appreciate the varied characters of 
their fellows. There are among them 
women who are ready to accept res-
ponsibility and carry out a given job 
conscientiously and well and who, I 
feel, will be of value in the life of 
their Alma Mater when they go on 
from here. Even though women are 
in the minority, a few of them hold 
postions on executive committees, e.g., 
the Women's Representative acts as 
the Secretary of the Students' Com- 
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mittee of the Branch, and others arc 
committee members. 

These women students have learnt 
well, in the hard school of experience, 
how to live in a mixed community. 
Regulations have been few, and this 
year's high standards, of dress, behavior 
and bearing are an expression of the 
good judgment and sense of balance 
possessed by the group as a whole. 
They have enjoyed the life and have 
mixed pleasure and fun with study 
and serious thought, at no time for-
getting their main objective—to pass 
First Year. 

Thus, in maintaining these standards 
and taking a full part in the activities 
of the Branch, the women students 
have proved that they are in some 
measure, an asset in this communal 
experiment. 

There has been a healthy interming-
ling of women students and staff in 
many acivities, and it was quite in 
keeping with the spirit of the Branch 
to find staff and students combining 
to put on a concert, in order to raise 
funds to buy furnishings for the 
women's common room. 

There is an atmosphere of service 
amongst the women, too, which seems 
part of the life here. 	They bought 
wool and knitted garments for the in-
fant son of one of the students who 
died during the year, and they have 
joined in sponsoring a child in Britain 
through the Women of the University 
Fund. 

Out of all these growing pains of 
the first year has arisen amongst the 
women of the Branch a tradition of 
co-operation in work, fellowship and 
mutual helpfulness in daily life—a 
tradition that one hopes will be long 
lived—as upon it rests, to a large ex-
tent, the progress of the Mildura 
Branch. 

A thousand curses on this Mallee dust 
Borne on the wind, which lashes round 
All corners, penetrating 'neath the 

door, 
Through all the widows, crevices and 

cracks; 
Covering all my books, the floor, the 

chairs, 
My bed and wardrobe, lowboy, every-

thing; 
Until I fume with helpless impotent 

rage 
I'll never clean my bally room again. 

How's the form of the bloke who 
got sick of showers in his own ablu-
tion block so took a bath in ours while 
some of his femine friends kept cave. 

Women's Notes 
Never has so much attention been 

paid by so many to so few. 

Two of our number were a trifle 
put out when men arrived with extra 
furniture and informed that a new-
comer was to share their flat. Imagine 
the reaction when they hear that the 
newcomer was a male student hailing 
from India! The mistake was recti-
fied but one cannot help wondering 
what the Indian would have thought 
of Australian hospitality! 

Noises in the Night—The huts arc 
bathed in moonlight and silence. A 
stone lands on a roof clang, rattle, 
rattle, thud! A chair squeaks, a door 
opens—slams footsteps—silence. 

Later—a dark corner- outside the 
Womens' Quarters. 
"Well, goodnight. I really must go." 
Long pause. 
"Well, goodnight. I really must go." 

"Oh, don't go yet." 
Long pause. 
"Well goodnight. I really" . . . and 
so on. 

The±e was considerable uproar when 
it was announced during a lecture 
that MSS badges could be obtained 
from John L— at hut 118c and we 
believe that it was very nearly a case 
of water pistols for two and coffee 
for one. 

Rejoice with me and be glad, 
For I have planted it, 
And watered it, 
And watched it grow. 
I have brooded over it, and guarded 

it as if it were my child, 
And now it hath flowered. 
Come all ye in the Ablution Blocks, 
Come all ye studying in your huts, 
Come all ye sunbathing on the lawns, 
Behold and admire it. 
My Poppy. 

Slacks! White—light blue—cordu-

roy velvet—tartan! 

"Mai deah! The most thrilling 
thing, for the first taim in mai laif 
Ai've rahlly been rushed—positively 
rushed. We went up to one of those 
hops at the Union, and there were 
the males, mai deah, three deep 
watch the girls circle the room. It 
struck me that it was just laike a 
horse show, you know. Of course 
they all wanted a dance, so we gels 
were kept pretty busy, and rahly, Ai 
had the time of mai laife." 

During a friendly scuffle between 
two of our members, one, in a fit of 
hilarity, flung various intimate articles 
of female clothing belonging to the 
other, over the fence. Repenting, she 
asked a bewildered male, who had 
been watching the articles arrive, if 
he would hand back the clothes 
"which had dropped over the fence." 

Where DO all the clothes pegs get 
to? 

Underneath the lamplight by the 
boiler shed, 

Returning from the evening meal, be 
careful where you tread. 

Men and maidens standing there in 
couple two by two, 

Look ahead, and pass them by, we've 
got some work .to do. 

"Hullo, anyone after you on the 
iron?" 

Yes, Judy, then Lob, then Kath." 
"Kath, I'm after you." 

"Sorry, Lorna's after me and then 
Roma." 

"Where ARE all the irons, any-
way?" 



Y/ 

And it came to pass that a Com-
mencement Ball was held, and the 
maidens said on to another "Now will 
we be able to pick and choose among 
our swains." But the men said one 
to another, "Lo! What is the use of 
asking any of the women? 	Of a 
surety they will all already have been 
asked umpteen times." And the maids 
waited in vain. 

At length they grew concerned and 
said "Lo! If we cannot get partners 
for the ball our shame will be infinite, 
yet verily, of a truth verily, not hall 
verily." Whereupon the bolder spirits 
did write a notice concerning their 
plight and pin it up in a Publick 
Place. Then was their boldness re-
warded and all were asked. 
Each Sabbath noon from two till five, 
The WAAFery becomes alive 
—with MEN! 
They chatter and they drink our tea, 
They wreck the place with fiendish 

glee 
—then go again? 

A certain young studette, who 
lingered long at the festivities of the 
Second Term Dance, was considerably 
put out on returning home to dis-
cover that her vac-happy neighbours 
had completely demolished her bed 

and all tracer thereof. After much 
pre-dawn rambling in search of a place 
to lay her weary head, her exaspera-
tion was finally turned to joy when 
the missing cot was located in a box 
room, completely made, even to the 
detail of a hot water bottle and with 
•such familiar appointments as the 
boy friend's photo and her current 
denture welcoming her from the sur-
rounding rubble. 

"Mai deah! It was just too funny! 
Ai was walking along the road bai 
maiself, when a group of males went 
bai and whistled. Of course I took 
no notice but just before Ai was out 
of earshot Ai heard one say despair-
ingly, "We must pick up somebody." 

Familiarity breeds contempt. Re-
member how we dreaded walking 
down the dining room between those 
tables of boys? Now we could run 
the gauntlet of any number of wolves 
and never turn a hair. 

Entry to the Women's Lounge is 
effected far more easily through the 
door than head-first through a win-
dow, and exit from the compound far 
more simply through the gate than 
under the Commonroom! 

"An' what I sez, is this 'ere, sez I. 
I've lost two cakes of coap and a 
packet of Lux in this 'ere laundry and 
the swiping what goes on is nobody's 
business. That your Persil- 	No? 
Then I'll use it!" 

The water in the laundry 
Is most mysterious. 
It's red 
And murky 
And you don't know what's in it. 
They say, 
"Out of the blue comes the whitest 
wash" 
Here, the whitest wash 
Comes out pink. 

A popular Dental Damsel, late a3 
usual for her Saturday night rendez-
vous and hence hurriedly "abluting" 
was forced to make a precarious jour-
ney from shower to hut in plastic 
cap and towel since playful friends 
had removed her dressing gown. Little 
did she know that her impatient escort 
was peering into the "Comp." in an-
ticipation of her forthcoming, as she 
made the desperate dash! 

Seein' that mud is said to be bene-
ficial to the complexion no wonder 
the dam has proved so popular! 

MISS MGT. BLACKWOOD, Sub Dean of Women, and MR. B. C. J. MEREDITH, Sub Dean of Men. 



The Crisis of the Seventeenth Century 
The crisis of the seventeenth cen-

tury was a decisive turning point in 
British history. 	Why was there a 
crisis? The reasons are political, con-
stitutional, economic and religious, 
yet all have strands so inextricably 
interwoven that not one can be an-
alysed without an exhaustive study 
and interpretation of the others. The 
civil war was class warfare — this 
much we can state at the outset. 
There was a challenge for power be-
tween different strata of society, an 
onslaught that was to probe in its 
rancourous bitterness the basic prob-
lems of all revolutions, the relation-
ship between economic and political 
power and the seventeenth century 
was to find for itself that those who 
control the purse string must even-
tually control the government. 

The origin of this crisis lies deep 
in the extraordinary phenomena of the 
preceding century: an era that was 
to see England changing from a 
medieval to a modern state, the birth 
of the new economy, the new gentry 
and the rise of puritanism. 
England—a modern state. 

The fifteenth century has, rightly 
or wrongly, been called the dreariest 
and most barren period of our history. 
It was only marked by the decay in 
the feudal system and by the tedious 
and futile Wars of the Roses. The 
individual had little freedom in the 
feudal village and even less in the 
Monastery. Expansion, progress and 
individuality were checked by the 
licences and privileges of decaying 
medieval guilds and clergy, and by the 
anarchy of a fractious barony that 
warred to and fro across the country-
side. Yet strange as it may seem the 
same period was latent with a prom-
ise for the future, and even beneath 
the strife and bitterness of the age 
there could be discerned the growth of 
something new. 

That growth was England awaken-
ing to a new born economic and 
intellectual prosperity. 	It was the 
emancipation of villeins, the growth 
of London, the rise of an educated 
and active minded middle class, the 
spread of cloth manufacture, the 
adoption of the English language by 
the educated classes, of the printing 
press to undermine the Churchman's 
monopoly of learning; and with all 
this England but needed the unifying 
ifluence of a strong national state, one 
that would impose restraints of its 
own upon "liberty" in gathering to- 

gether and depositing under one 
sovereignty the organisation and ad-
ministration of a state hitherto 
divided against itself by internal 
feudal disorder and sheer lack of 
governance. 	What England needed 
was the strong hand of semi-despotism 
and when the Tudors did wield it, 
England emerged from obscurity to 
blossom forth and take her place 
among the leading Nations of the 
continent. 

The New Economy and the Rise of the 

Gentry 

The new progressive tendency in 
national economy and the rise of the 
gentry go hand-in-hand. It was in-
evitable that the disturbances in the 
social environment of the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries should usher 
in an economy of a different type. 
The demand for wool, the enclosure 
of arable land for pasture, refinements 
in agriculture, these offered golden 
opportunities for those speculators 
who were capable of such enterprise; 
but not everybody was. "Go into 
business" was the universal cry, but 
not everybody could, for enterprise 
suc ha sthis demanded capital and it 
so happened that only the more adapt-
able and versatile resources of the 
humbler gentry could afford it. Capi-
tal they had, for two reasons. Firstly 
because the rise of prices had the 
same. effect as inflation of today 
Those with fixed incomes became 
poorer, those living by trade and pro-
duction for the market became richer. 
Thus a productive middle class pros-
pered while the feudal aristocracy and 
peasantry grew poorer. Secondly, in 
the intense era of speculation that 
followed the confiscation of monastic 
property, land was gifted or sold at 
figures ridiculously low to the peers, 
courtiers, crown and augmentation 
officials. Again and again it was sold 
and resold to a land hungry nation, 
to London merchants, business men 
and syndicates of yeomen, and it was 
the latter class, the middle man with 
his ready cash, that benefited most 
from the transaction and the new dis-
tribution of wealth. Landed proper-
ties became a source of ready profit. 
Resorting to wholesale rackrenting and 
eviction, capitalist landowners and 
shrewd improving landlords enriched 
themselves by enclosures, by the new 
agricultural system and by the fur-
ther distribution of monastic property. 
They were triumphing at the expense 
of the humbler peasantry and the  

futile magnificence of a decadent 
aristocracy. The peasants were either 
absorbed into the ever expanding 
clothing industry or punished for 
becoming vagabonds and paupers. As 
for the feudal landowners, those who 
had neither the ability nor the 
psychology to exploit their great 
estates fell heavily into debt, usually 
to the business man who demanded 
a mortgage on their estate and stepped 
into it when the debt fell due. 

Nor was the new progressive ten-
dency confined to the country. Zn 
industry and trade, industrial develop-
met demanded capital, but only the 
merchants had it. Under the "Putt-
ing out" system the home producer 
was completely dependent upon the 
merchant and employer for his sup-
lies and consequently for his income. 
The merchant could and did exploit 
his workmen under the domestic 
arrangement by charging them high 
prices for their supply and paying 
them low wages for their toil. Thus 
the commercial groups and land own-
ing capitalists were occupying more 
and more important positions, they 
became the dominating figures in 
town and country life, and their 
political importance was growing 
daily. The old nobility were still 
possessed of great estate and political 
power while the feudal structure 
was being shaken to the core, while 
the golden age of the labourer and 
the hey day of the old nobility were 
becoming epochs of the past, the 
old order was destined to pass—but 
not without a -struggle and that 
struggle was to reach its climax in 
the bitter conflict of the English 
Civil War. 

The New Order and The Tudor 
Government 

The Tudors had to seize control 
of the state from the chaotic dis-
orders of the feudal baronage, and 
the way in which they appropriated 
for themselves this all important 
sovereignty had vital consequences 
upon the social, political and econ-
omic history of the English Revolu-
tion. To check the machinations of 
the older nobility they were com-
pelled to foster a buffer estate in the 
very landed gentry and commercially 
minded middle classes who were the 
spearhead of the economic advance-
ment. But in doing so they created 
for themselves a new foe and struck 
a deadly blow at the very foundations 
of feudal society. 	If, in the early 



years of Tudor despotism both govern-
ment and its protege, the gentry, 
could co-operate in perfect harmony, 
the time was bound to come when 
the interests of both would certainly 
diverge. 	For the semi-feudal mon- 
archy depended for its existence upon 
the stabilisation of the old while the 
prosperous middle classes were deter-
mined upon facilitating transition to 
the new. Compelled to rely upon its 
mighty subjects, the Tudor monarchy 
winked at the evils and malprac-
tices of the new economy and could 
make but little effective attempt to 
curb the growth of the capitalist 
society that was to battle with the 
successors of the Tudor monarchy in 
the English civil war. 

The self-aggrandisements of the 
middle classes with their impetuous 
contempt for authority and disregard 
for tradition was challenging and 
setting a pace to the government, 
and the government, fully conscious of 
the alarming significance of the pro-
vocative temper and the consequences 
of the radical behaviour on the part 
of the new social classes, did attempt 
to place itself directly athwart the 
driving economic forces of the period. 
It made an attempt at the complete 
regulation of economic activity by 
promulgations concerning land, corn, 
enclosures and trade, all in an effort 
to curb the voracious appetities of 
capitalist farmers and land mer• 
chants. Their cause was hopeless. 
The Tudors could not hope to stem 
the economic self interest of impetu-
ous merchant financiers and instead, 
the sum total of Tudor itervention 
amounted to a series of irritating re-
strictions that only served to pique 
the querulous spirit of the already 
over confident middle class. In spite 
of such meddlesome interference in 
the economic freedom of the money 
minded community, the Tudors yet 
managed to hold the balance of power 
and to keep the middle class at bay. 
It could do so because the surviving 
vestiges of feudalism had yet to be 
destroyed and because the crown alone 
could pander to their native greed 
and sanction the plunder of the 
splendid institution that had been the 
medieval church. 

The New Order and the Stuarts 
Why did the conflict arrive in the 

reign of the Stuarts? It was because 
*ith the accession of the Stuart Kings 
England had at last emerged trium-
phant from the remnants of a medie-
val civilisation upon a new adven-
ture in progress, expansion and en-
terprise. For well nigh a century the 
functions of normal life had been sub-
ordinated to the well being of a  

national prestige and economy. But 
by the turn of the century the fear 
of the Spaniard had passed, there was 
peace with the Scots and the French, 
and for the first time in British His-
tory the latent activities and pent 
up energies of an energetic race could 
find natural expression in multifar-
ious national factions and impulses 
of a prosperous homeland. No 
longer bound abroad to the dictates 
of a "do or die" foreign policy, the 
Englishman turned his attentions to 
his own countryside, and realised that 
if a Tudor despotism had been nec-
essary to establish law and order, the 
very achievement of law and order 
made that despotism unnecessary. 
Now if the personal tact and diplo-
macy of sovereigns of Tudor times 
had succeeded only in postponing the 
ultimate day of reckoning by taking 
the line of least resistance, what then 
could be expected of the Stuarts? For 
the Stuarts possessed neither tact nor 
diplomacy, but rather went to the 
oposite extreme of vehemently forc-
ing upon their reluctant subjects 
questionable interpretation of the 
divine right of kingship, of the 
prerogative extraordinary, and its 
consequent but logical deduction of 
of the destruction of the English 
parliamentary system. The new class 
of overmighty subjects was set upon 
challenging the prerogative of an 
absolute monarchy and taking upon 
themselves the government of the 
country. Parliament was the buttress 
fro mwhich the gentry was to launch 
this attack and since neither the 
Stuarts nor their parliaments were 
capable of compromise, political and 
constitutional conflict were bound to 
occur. 

The problem that faced the Stuarts 
was the same as that with which the 
Tudors had had to contend, but by 
now the difficulty had increased ten-
fold. The Stuarts were determined 
upon stabilising the old at the expense 
of the new. It was one aspect of 
Charles' economic policy that he 
should be actuated by a sincere con-
cern and desire for the welfare of 
the poorer of his subjects. He at-
tempted to subdue personal ambition 
to the demands of a corporate well 
being, to aid and intervene on behalf 
of those classes of society who suf-
fered most from the capitalist adven-
tures, hence the regulation of wages, 
punishments for enclosures, fines for 
engrossing, and the rigid administra-
tio of the poor law. 

And yet his efforts were labelled 
tyranny and oppression and govern-
ment manoeuvring and in this social 
paternalism found little sympathy  

with the monied classes his system 
of taxation was even more unpopular 
still. It was not that the loss of 
money was a burden to the wealthy 
middle classes and capitalists. Their 
opposition was due to the realisation 
that if they submitted to social and 
economic interference they were "sub-
mitting to an eternal yoke and bury-
ing their past liberties which would 
remain a memory only." The whole 
crux of the matter was the fact that 
the propertied classes were continually 
encountering the government as the 
enemy of property. Church and state 
were uniting to deny them the op-
portunity of exploring the new econ-
omic vistas that were opening up 
before them. Social policy was being 
administered not in the interests of 
wealth but in accord with a concep-
tion that was felt to be medieval and 
antiquated. The bourgeoisie rebelled 
against the monarchy because they 
considered its policy a challenge to 
the security of private property and 
because it was a bar to the economic 
development of which they felt 
themselves capable. 

The crisis had come. Yet that 
crisis might well have been survived 
without plunging the nation into a 
bloody civil war had it not been for 
the momentous consequence of the 
Puritan revolution. If religious zeal 
and moral enthusiasm are not a func-
tion of the common place categories 
of class and income, if there are cer-
tain environments in which they 
burn more bravely than in others, 
then the chosen seat of the Puritan 
spirit were these classes of society 
which combined a certain pride with 
education and economic independence. 
Such undoubtedly were the gentry. 
Thus those classes who were in the 
van of the Puritan movement were 
also those classes who led the com-
mercial and industrial enterprise of 
the nation. Political opposition to 
the monarchy was risky business, but 
religious opposition was bound to 
guarantee effective results. 	Conse- 
quently the majority of political 
offenders were puritans and even-
tually it was the religious problem 
that brought to a head the final con-
flict between the society of feudal 
days and that of the new age. 

Proletariat 

The advent of the new economy 
and the development of the middle 
class produced yet another social 
phenomenon—the antecedent of the 
modern proletariat. Divorced from 
the soil by the processes of enclosure 
and eviction, the bulk of peasantry 
migrated to the cities and there for 
the first time in British history rose 







GOSH WAL , I WOULDIJT HAVE 
KNOWN You ALL SWANKED UP, 
WREN WE WERE TOGETHER ON 
TIMOR You WORE A BEARD, 
YouR HAIR WAS UNKEMPT, AND 
You NEVER WORE SOCKS! 

IM RESPECTABLE. 
NOW , I START 

AT THE 
UNIVER SITY 
TOMORROW 
UNDER THE 
ARMY REHAB. 

SOME TIME LAIR HOW ARE YoU 
FELLERS ? 
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the masses of propertyless labourers 
and wage earners, subsisting on the 
sale of their labour power. Insecure, 
deprived of their freedom, bewildered 
by increasing economic confusion and 
distress, and incapable of coherent 
political expression, Parliament ap-
pealed to them and united them in 
the struggle against the monarchy be-
cause it could tempt them with the 
promise of "liberty"—and because 
such "liberty" was never defined. If 
"liberty" to the peasant implied a re-
lease from security, poverty and the 
unrestricted exercise of economic self-
interest by the industrial and pro-
pertied overlord, "liberty" to the Par-
liament and the middle class implied 
just those activities which the peasant 
deplored—enclosure, eviction and ex- 

ploitation ad lib. 
Only when they had sacrificed their 

all in the strife of the bitter civil 
war did they realise that the "liberty" 
for which they fought was the very 
"liberty" that had to be denied them. 
The tyranny of the 17th century 
capitalist society was greater than the 
absolutism and person government of 
Charles had ever been. With hopes 
and aspirations shattered, disillusioned 
and disappointed, they turned in des-
peration to the expression of an un-
mistakable class consciousness, an 
expression that was to take definite 
form a few years later in the revolu-
tionary political action and demo-
cratic movements of Leveller and 
Digger organisations. 

Their efforts came to nothing. They  

were crushed by the vested interests 
and middle class merchants who con-
trolled the policy of State. Yet this 
was undoubtedly, for us an advan-
tage for, capitalist as it was, the 
bourgeoisie stood for growth and de-
velopment against a static feudal 
society which must have become an 
impoverished and decadent one. 

If the immediate achievements of 
the democratic movements were in-
significant their importance in the 
history of political thought is con-
siderable. Far in advance of their 
time the political programme they 
advocated was a demand for universal 
suffrage, poor relief, amendments in 
the legislation—in fact they antici-
pated to an extraordinary degree the 
development of our liberal democracy. 

—T. G. Campbell-Burns, B.Sc. 

9.11.47 At 11.00hrs. MAIL COLLECTING 

O 

5 

Silence has come in the wake of a 
siren, 

Two minutes' silence to honour a vow 
And deepen the hush of a summer 

day's calm. 
Its mundane commonplace sounds 
Arc strangely meaningful now. 

How often a siren forewarned of in-
vasion- 

Or called from the darkness ill-
omened and dread 

To those huddled in uncertain safety 
of shelters 

Awaiting the siren's "All clear". 
Yet for some this meant "Gather 

your dead" . . . 
Suddenly comes the familiar creaking, 
And restlessly turning, a sleeper in bed 
Brings echoes of other beds, pain-

wracked and makeshift 
Creaking—now silent; whose bur-

dens 
The wounded, the wasted, are 

are dead. 
Nearby a tap turns, and water cascad-

ing 

Makes instant reflections arise at the 
sound— 

Tropic rains and swamp watches, the 
mud and the fever. 

The desert, the water bags emptied. 
The oceans enshrouding the drowned 

A space of true silence—yet ringing 
with echoes, 

Echoes of silence in stand to at dawn; 
Of an engine cut out; a dead inter-

comm. 
Silence that ends the last round. 
Mute voices of comrades who 

mourn. 
The siren again. But are the dues 

paid 
For thousands of lives by two 

minutes' thought? 
Back to life—that they gave us. May 

we living, the spared, 

Be reminded by everyday echoes 

How dearly our lives have been 
bought. 

I join the queue that's stretched across 
the road, 

And add my body to the growing line 
That patiently is standing in the sun, 
Although it's after one, and time to 

dine, 
We slowly shuffle forward in the dust, 
And turn the pages of the daily news, 
A neck is craned, my neighbour turns 

around 
To get the dope on Labour's latest 

views. 
Triumphant! the verandah is attained. 
And hopefully I reach the P.O. door, 
A pile of envelopes within my hole—
At least one letter I must surely score. 
He takes the names and sorts the 

letters hrough, 
"Sorry, there's nothing here for you 

today." 
And after standing in the blessed 

queue! 
I heave a sigh and slouch upon my 

way. 
"Pat." 

Acknowledgement—Sun News Pictorial. From Original in Union Lounge. 
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The Mildura Branch of the Medical 
Students Society was very slow in 
getting under way, but popular de 
mand for the Society's badge soon 
started the ball rolling. An effort was 
made to get in touch with Melbourne 
and it wa sarranged that representa-
tives meet the Executive Committee 
of the Society during the First Term 
vacation. 

A very cordial welcome was ex-
tended to the Mildura party by the 
President, Prof. Trokojis and the 
Vice-President, Mr. Farrell. A motion 
that the Mildura representatives ap-
point a convenor and that a Branch 
of the Society be formed at Mildura 
at the first opportunity in Second 
Term, was passed. The remainder 
of the meeting was occupied with 
the discussions of plans for "get to-
gethers" with Melbourne and what ac-
tivities could be arranged at Mildura. 
The Executive Committee deserves 
many thanks for the kind assistance 
given us in the formation of the Mil-
dura Branch of the Society. 

The general meeting was duly held 
early in Second Term and, despite a 
lively meeting, the results of the Mel-
bourne meeting were approved and 
office-bearers elected. 

The Committee immediately began 
to plan activities, and the Kodak 
Medical Library was contacted. 	It 
was arranged that films should be 
sent us each month and although the 
first few received were not what we 
had hoped for, as the year progressed 
the standard rose—so much so it was 
noted that some visitors from other 
faculties were unable to "stay the 
distance." We are indebted to Dr. 
Finks of the Mildura Base Hospital 
for his excellent commentary on the 
last series of films shown. 

Doctor Bothroyd again displayed his 
keen interest in the Branch by de-
livering a lecture, "The History of 
Medicine", to members of the Society. 
Dr. Drummond, during Third Term, 
delivered his presidential address 
on the very controversial subject 
"Eugenics". 

It was arranged that the Mildura 
M.S.S. should take part in the ac-
tivities of the Melbourne Society dur-
ing the Second Term vacation and 

The Medical Course at the Univer-
sity of Melbourne is, unlike Gaul, 
divided into four parts. The first 
year forms Part I, the second and 
third years Part II, the fourth year 
Part III and the fifth and sixth years 
Part IV. For the first year the 
Faculty says in effect, "Go and learn 
the basic Sciences and, when you know 
these, come back and you may com- 
mence your medical studies." This 
has been emphasised this year, since 
the First Year students have been 
brought away to Mildura. 

The theory behind the general; 
scheme is a sound one. Medical 
Science is to an ever increasing extent 
dependent of the basic sciences and 
without a knowledge of these a medical 
education would be incomplete. How-- 
ever, it is often difficult for a first 
year student to see the use of much 
that has to be learned in the intro-
ductory Part I, and it must be admit-
ted that certain sections have little 
bearing on Medical Science as such. 

Such sections are generally included 
by the Department concerned to make 
the syllabus for the year's work a 
satisfying and complete one from the 
point of view of the subject itself. 
Thus in Chemistry it would be pos-
sible to quote a list of inorganic sub-
stances used in Medicine and to show 
how they are prepared, without ever 
mentioning the Periodic Table. 	To 
the Chemistry Department, however, 
such a method would not be satisfac-
tory, since the basic ideas of chemis-
try would not be understood, and, 
should the student wish to continue 
with further studies in that science, 
he would have nothing on which to 
build. 

The above comments have been put 
on record in order to explain that 
there is really not very much one can 
write about under the title of "The 
Medical Faculty at Mildura". 	As 
part of the Medical Faculty, the 
Medical Students certainly do as-
semble as a group for their lectures, 

members attended the Med-Massage 
Hike and Melbourne-Mildura M.S.S. 
Dance. 

All in all, despite a bad start, much 
useful work has been achieved during 
the year. 	The primary object of 
attempting to knit together a large, 
unwieldly Faculty, with no subject 
exclusively theirs, was to some extent 
achieved and, we hope, the way of 
our successors made much easier. 

and some attempt is generally made 
there to give the lecture subject a bias 
towards medical science, so that the 
students will feel that the first year 
is not too divorced from the rest of 
the course. 

The chief way, however, in which 
the first year medical students are 
helped to feel that they are part of 
the Medical Faculty is by their 
membership of the Medical Students' 
Society. The Mildura Branch of this 
Society has been active during 1947 
in a number of ways. John Lear-
month, who has acted as Secretary, 
has made the first moves to establish 
the Branch Society, and has kept in 
touch with the Melbourne Society 
throughout the year, and has estab-
lished that liaison which is so necessary 
for the successful working of the Mil-
dura Branch as a whole. Dr Drum- 
mond was elected president and Mr. 
Len Weber vice-president, and under 
their leadership a number of success-
ful lectures and films evenings have 
been held. 

On the sporting side, the larger 
number of the Medical Students have 
in some ways proved an advantage 
and in others a drawback. In athletics, 
for example, it is generally true that, 
where there are large slumbers to 
draw on, a fairly good team results, 
for athletic trials are easy to run and 
from a large number of starters the 
necessary few good ones for an 
athletics team are easily picked. 
Partly because of this, and partly be-
cause of John Bartram and a few 
other exceptional performers, the 
Medical Students had an easy win on 
Sports Day. In other sports, how-
ever, it has sometimes been difficult 
even to raise sufficient numbers for 
a team, since not enough is known 
about each other in this large and not 
very cohesive group, which is there-
fore a little difficult to organize. 

The amount of academic work 
which a first year Medical Student 
has to do seems to be quite reason-
able. Sufficient time should be avail-
able for private reading, and sporting 
and social activities as well, except 
for the few unfortunates who have 
done practically no science before. 
It is to be hoped, therefore, that 
future Branch Medical Students' 
Societies will continue the work 
started this year, and act as a uni-
fying organization for Medical Stu-
dents during their introductory first 
year. 
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'CRACKS AT THE QUACKS 

Myself when young did eagerly fre-
quent 

Doctor and Saint, and heard great 
argument 

About it and about. But evermore 

Came out by the same door as in I 
went. 

Omar the Tentmaker. 

"How will we ever get to know 
them" was the universal cry on arri-
val. Ah! But how well do we know 
them now. This town has lived up 
to its reputation as the thirstiest in 
Victoria and the Shop has not lagged 
behind in its observance of local 
traditions. Indeed rumour has it that 
the profits of the "Mosque" rose by 
two per cent. 

And were the census-takers amazed 
to find the increase in the number of 
devout Turks. 

The transport is bad we know, but 
this time Gerry and his mate's elbows 
were bandaged and it was the bike 
that was bent. 

At last the powers that be got 
round to legalising some of those 
visits to the Compound. Just as well 
George T - -, trouser legs don't last 
long if you crawl under buildings on 
them. 

Did you make that Phys. lecture on 
time, P.J.L.—after driving (?) all 
night to get back from Melbourne. 
And what a sorry crew you had in 
the back of the truck. 

My Dear, you really do look a 
trifle odd up the flagpole on top of 
the Cinema in flying boots, red 
pyjamas and someone's brown hat at 
three o'clock in the morning. 

It is bad enough to have to pay 
to have that Bazooka-like exhaust pipe 
repaired, without having to contri-
bute ten bob to the firm as well. 

Midnight is really a most respec-
table hour to come home from a dance 
but midnight the following day is 
rather making a welter of it. Why, 
your dog might even have pups while 
you're out. 

Whimpy HAS been known to start 
without being pushed, but even she 
runs out of petrol occasionally. But 
what a hell of a place to run out; 
fifty yards from home. 

My Deahs, it was too, too, terribly 
irksome. All those MEN in the Ca f. 
with their trouser legs rolled up. 

How nice of you to buy Judy a  

bathing suit, Peter B. But to send 
the bill to her Mother. Tch! Tch! 

We know that jeep has been in 
some funny places, Norrie, but the 
S D of M's newly dug garden is no 
place to practise your driving. 

What a pity to have your reputa-
tion torn to shreds, Pete, on the one 
occasion when you wern't guilty. 

Those are rather snappy white ski 
pants, Mary B--, but why don't 
you wear them at Buffalo, too? 

Al. C=, did she appreciate the 
filmy little something which you and 
your mates sent to Red Cliffs. 	But 
why tell the Postmaster that it was 
a box of chocolaes. 

John L— and George T—, is is bad 
enough to fuse the girls' lights, but 
to pinch a replacement from "The 
Old Woman's" study is really taking 
it a bit to ofar. No wonder that 
that violet was throwing its sweetness 
to the desert air. 

And Jack R—, the amourous ap-
proach under the guise of literary 
guidance is not really new. 

A few of us rushed the door at the 
beginning of the film of a Radical 
Mastecomy but it was an Architect 
who had to be carried. 

If that amourously intended stone 
came through your window in mis-
take for your nextdoor neighbour's 
roof, Nick, why the torrid English. 
Are you allergic to flying rocks. 

It looks as if aquatic Jack P— finds 
a big blue Vauxhall more to his taste 
than his little motor bike. Indeed 
these seems to be some doubt as to 
who does own it. You or P.J.L. or 
the visiting bathing beauties. 

And who would be the one of the 
many Peters who is known as "The 
Body" because of his usual dress of 
a tiny pair of white short and a sun-
tan. 

Does Graeme C— wear tartan un-
derpants as well. 

It was nice to see that the ex SMA 
meeting passed that bill of fifty odd 
pounds with only one quibble. Who 
was the bright lad who demanded an 
explanation of the expenditure of six 
shillings on SOFT drinks. 

It is one way of getting firewood 
but Alan M—looked very funny at 
the top of that sapling when it broke 
off at the bottom. 

Johnny B— certainly looked a taut 
drop the Saturday night he came in 
to dinner in tiny white shorts and  

a pale blue windcheater. But what 
a surprise he got to find the Warden 
there, too. 

Why is it that the tallest men seem 
to prefer the shortest women? 

It is getting a bit thick when we 
can't even be bothered going out into 
the bush for our chop picnics, but 
must have them outside the back door 
of the hut. 

Splash! Another REDskin bit the 
water. 

If you are the type who can't 
always sleep at night, and who likes 
to go walking at four o'clock in the 
morning, you rapidly come to the 
conclusion that there are a lot of pots 
calling the kettle black. 

Our congratulations to Pete F— on 
the addiiton to his family of five 
new little ones. And what a devoted 
father, to even have them born on 
the end of his bed. They do tell us 
though that now the little strangers 
have reached the crying stage the 
patter of tiny feet is no longer wel-
come in the hut—Nor the attendant 
hordes of visitors, who seem to de-
light in walking in in the middle of 
someone's very vocal rows with his 
wife. Furthermore it always seems 
to be in the presence of visitors that 
that someone's sarong falls off. 

"People who love in glass houses 

Need trouses." 
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Record of LECTURES 
FIRST TERM 

April 18: Professor Brian Lewis, 
"Age" Professor of Architecture, 
"Wartime England". 

May 2: Mr. A. V. Lyon, Officer-in-
charge C.S.I.R. Research Station, 
Merbein, "Agricultural Science in 
the Mildura District." 

May 9: Professor Stanton Hicks, Pro-
fessor of Physiology, University of 
Adelaide, "Where is the Food to 
Corne from?" 

May 16: Prof. G. S. Browne, Professor 
of Education, Chairman of Schools 
Board, "The Attempt to make 
Japan Democratic". 

SECOND TERM 

June 13: Prof. R. R. Blackwood, Pro-
fessor of Mechanical Engineering, 
Dean of the Faculty of Engineer-
ing, "Rubber and the Manufacture 
of Products from it". 

June 20: Associate Prof. E. Heymann 
Associate Professor of Physical 
Chemistry, "Physical and Chemical 
Processes occurring on Surfaces". 

June 27: Mr. M. M. Phillips, ex-
Master in Equity, ex-Member of 
University Council, "Reminiscen-
ces". 

June 4: Prof. Joseph T. Burke, Pro-
fessor of Fine Arts, "Hogarth and 
the War with the Connoiseurs." 

July S: Prof. Joseph T. Burke, Pro-
fessor of Fine Arts, "Modern Art". 

July 11: Mr. C. R. Badger, Director 
of Adult Education, "Russian 
Policy in Greece and Turkey". 

July 18: Dr. C. H. Down, Sub-Dean 
of the Faculty of Dental Science, 
"Preventive Dentistry". 

July 25:  Prof. P. MacCallum, Pro-
essor Pathology, Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Medicine, "Whiter Medi-
cine?" 

August 1: Prof. E. S. Hills, Profes-
sor of Geology and Mineralogy, 
"What is Geology?" 

August 8: Prof. J. L. Matheson, Pro-
fessor of Civil Engineering, "En-
gineering Models". 

THIRD 
Sept. S: Mr. J. S. Gawler, Chairman, 

Town and Country Planning Board. 
"Town and Country Planning in 
Victoria". 

Sept. 12: Prof. G. W. Paton, Pro:îes-
sor of Jurisprudence, Dean of the 

• Faculty of Law, Chairman of the 
Professorial Board, Acting Vice-
Chancellor, "Curious Criminal 
Cases". 

Sept. 19: Prof. R. D. Wright, Pro-
fessor of Physiology, "Personalities 
in Medicine". 

Sept. 26: Prof. Ian Maxwell, Profess 
sor of English Language and Litera-
ture, "Seven Pillars of Wisdom." 
Oct. 3: Prof. Bernard Heinze, 
O r m on d Professor of Music, 
"Whither Music?" 

Oct. 10: Prof. A. Boyce Gibson, Pro-
fessor of Philosophy, "Philosophy 
To-day". 

TERM 
Oct. 17: Emeritus Professor K. 1-1. 

Bailey, Solicitor General, Common-
wealth of Australia, "Australia in 
the United Nations." 

Oct. 24: Professor Joseph T. Burke, 
Professor of Fine Arts, "The Art of 
the Renaissance". 

Oct. 31: Councillor A. R. Mansell, 
Councillor of City of Mildura, 
"Sultana Production in Sunraysia." 

Nov. 7: Prof. Sir Kerr Grant, Pro-
fessor of Physics, University of 
Adelaide, "Some Unsolved Prob-
of Physical Science." 

Nov. 14: Prof. R. M. Crawford, 
Professor of History, "Venice, its 
Rise and Decline". 

Nov 21: Mr. Peter Malloch, Mem-
ber of the Export Conrtol Board, 
Member of the Board of Manage-
ment A.D.F.A., "The Dried Fru:ts 
Industry" 
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Staff Association 
The Staff Association was formed 

to further the interests of, and to 
organize sporting facilities for the 
Staff, and to control the Staff com-
mon rooms. 

The activities of the Association 
have mainly concentrated on the 
social side, but valuable work has 
also been done to improve conditions. 
A feature of the Association has been 
a number of well attended general 
meetings where matters of staff in-
terest have been discussed freely. 

Supper was organized in the com-
mon room, with a roster system, so 
that members took turns to prepare 
it. A series of social evenings was 
held on Saturday nights, including 
picture nights, dances and a gaines 
night. Talks, given by members of 
Staff on subjects of particular interest 
to them, were held on Sunday even-
ings. For those who have attended 
regularly, these have been of great 
educational value, and have invoked a 
great deal cf discussion. 

Two tennis tournaments were held 
and a large proportion of the staff 
participated. Billiard and bridge 
matches were also held for those in-
terested, whilst table tennis, squash 
and billiard, ladders have greatly in-
creased the interest in these games. 

End-of-term dinners have also been 
arranged, at which Mr. Wheelagan 
and his staff have excelled themselves 
in providing really enjoyable repasts. 

STAFF NOTES 

"Bread isn't the Life of Staff, but it 
Can Provide Food' for Twzght." 

We've heard a great deal about 
The Fourth and Wisest Monkey, but 
the other three have been busy during 
the year also 	 

The First Monkey could hear no 
evil, but he DID hear- 

• The Chem. Demonstrator per-
manently affected by Nitrous Oxide. 

• Of the Calam-ity. 

• From Muthering Heights: "Hullo, 
hullo, hullo, hullo! How's things?" 
and 	 

• "O. Kaycee> 	. . RIGHT!" 
from the other Sub 'D. 

• A visitor ask "Who's the French 
Count (computation) who rides thr-
bicycle?" 

• The Lady Dentiste say "My life's 
an open book." (And noticed that she 
asked many in to read it) . 

• A visitor to the Chem Dept. who 
came away singing "Alexander's Rag-
time Band." 

• "This class is like a cross between 
a meeting of the United Nations and 
a matinee session at the Tivoli," at 
an Ex-Service Chem. Tutorial. 

• The Soap Box Artiste proclaim 
"Forced friendship is not true friend-
ship." 

• A lusty voived conscience in Hut 
15 which urged each morn "Come on 
Ern, 7.30—get oop, get oop." 

• Sen. Dem. Eng. say "I don't mind 
dancing, but I refuse to learn how." 

• That a lady who had difficulty in 
getting to breakfast on time "Clanged 
on the anvil" at dawn. (Max would 
mo Lest'er if she didn't.) 

• That the cat loving mathemati-
cian gave a kitten to his four lady 
colleagues. They called it cis pi. 
Though this is the equivalent cf -I 
they haven't lost it yet. We wonder 
why it wasn't called mu. 

The second Monkey saw no evil, 
but he DID see: 

• A gardener burying a mountain 
of cigarette butts below a certain 
window in the Biology Department. 
("Cinders" and ashes) . 

• Lec. Dem. Phys. who enJoyce a 
ride on a (motor) bicycle built for 
two. 

• A distraught Chem. Dem. finding 
consolation from the fluctuation on 
the matrimonial market in Radio 
romances. Can he Pars-on-some hints? 

• A newspaper advertisement which 
read "We don't need a horse in the 
plough now grandpa has Weeties for 
breakfast" we wonder how many 
horsepower are generated by the en-
gineering demonstrator who has them 
three times a day. 

• A man Wheel'g into the cook- 
house two tons of pumpkins before 
the meal and 1 â  out at the end. 

• The wickedest things he saw 
were the top half of a check Zoot 
suit and a scarlet and gold taffeta tic. 

The third monkey spoke no evil but 
was forced to remark: 

• Howe's the boy-scout who makes 
tracks with ulterior motives? 

• "Technician's Technique!" when 
he heard of Byrant and Clow's 
matches, and there's something about 
a soldier . . . . with a jeep. "If you 
want a home with all mod. cons.—
get married. It's so easy I'm surprised 
there have only been three REAL en-
gagements, two matrimonial engineers, 
and one matrimonial physicist. 
(More work for the Sub-registry 
Office) . One senior lady member of 
the staff contemplated advertising 
"Strong minded woman wants weak-
minded husband" planning to "do him 
in" when she got the house. 

• Even if the R.D.O. IS short of 
patients, he needn't knock out a col-
league's tooth while making Merry on 
the squash court. 

• To know the Warden that the 
Friday night Lecturers know, you 
must play golf with him. 

• That if T. C. Burns the candle at 
Loth ends he should insure his beard 
against fire risk. 

• That there was nothing bad to say 
about the hospital especially its per-
manent residents. 

There WAS a fifth monkey, but 
it smelt something that was VERY 
EVIL. It was in mess 1 when Mr. 
B. of Chem's pipe gave the smoke 
signal. 

(Exempt from punn-ishment or libel) 
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The Editors of "Dust" gratefully acknowledge permission to repro-

duce photographs from the following sources: 

"Argus"—Melbourne 
Women's Page—Arrival of the stu-

dents. 

Scene in the Lecture Theatre. 
Catering Staff. 

"SUNRAYSIA DAILY," MILDURA 
Official opening—procession leaving 

the theatre. 

New Graduates. 
Athletics Team. 

H. H. LONG 

Athletics—Action Shots. 
Tennis and Hockey Teams. 

First and Second Football Teams. 
Students' Committee 
Presentation of cheque by Mrs. 

Medley. 

Theatre—Group Photo. 

"Herald-Sun" — Melbourne 
Opening of the Branch—Procession. 

View of the Branch from the water 
tower. 

Gurney cartoon strip. 

FRANK ZAETTA, MILDURA 

University Staff. 

Magazine Committee. 

J. A. McDONALD 

Theatre—Ballet 

L. D. WHITE 

Women's Page—Study Group. 
Sleeping Out. 

Tutorials—C.R.T.S. Chemistry 
Tutcr. 

FOOTBALL SECOND XVIII 

BACK ROW (left to right): W. Per-
rin (goal umpire), Roy Andrews 
(trainer), T. Magee, V. Spowart, L. 
Sloan, T. Naughton, K. MacFadyen, 
W. McDonald, J. Hobbs (time-keeper). 

MIDDLE ROW: G. McInerney, W. 
Orchard, R. Stafford, A. Elkington 
(V.-C.), G. Barrett (C.), R. Macaulay, 
J. McKenna, F. Perillo, G. Darling. 

FRONT ROW: P. Jorgensen, B. 
Dooley, J. Shepherd, F. Fanning, D. 
Richardson, E. Oppy. 

Al TENNIS TEAM 

BACK ROW (left to right): D. G. 
Brophy, G. McC. Jude (capt.), P. A. 
Furnell. 

FRONT ROW: M. A. Browning, M. 
Calame, M. K. Norris, D. M. Bailhache. 

A2 TENNIS TEAM 

BACK ROW (left to right): L. C. 
Myers, A. J. Burns (capt.), H. M. 
Walker, W. W. C. Riddell. 

FRONT ROW: M. A. MacKenzie, 
M. H. Barr, H. E. L. le M. Kneehone, 
B. Bond, M. C. Stahle. 

J. ROSS Swimming—Presentation of Cup. 

ALL OTHER PHOTOGRAPHS-- N. H. OLVER. 

STAFF, 1947 

FONT ROW (left to right): R. W. 
Nettle, F. J. D. Syer, Dr. F. H. Drum-
mond, L. R. D. Pyke, Dr. J. S. Rogers, 
Miss M. Blackwood, A. A. C. Carter, 
B. C. J. Meredith, W. K. Tickner, J. A. 
Isaacs, T. Wheelagan. 

SECOND ROW: H. K. Powell, Miss 
M. L. Lester, Miss J. L. Alexander, 
N. H. Olver, Miss E. L. Mollison, J. C. 
Barton, A. H. Redcliffe, V. J. C. Greig, 
Miss H. E. L. leM.Kneebone, A. J. 
Burns. 

THIRD ROW: F. Andersen, I. C. 
Parsons, Miss S. Podger, Miss J. R. 
Falk, Miss P. E. E. Purcell, Miss A. E. 
Moore, Miss M. A. Browning, Miss 
A. C. Ashley, Miss L. D. White, Miss 
D. J. Jenkyn, B. E. Easterbrook, Miss 
E. M. Packe, D. F. Burr. 

BACK ROW (left to right): K. M. 
Twiddy, B. W. Walklate, K. J. Hen-
frey (trainers), W. K. Tickner Esq., 
G. T. Bethel! (goal umpire), M. A. 
Griffith (time-keeper). 

SECOND ROW: J. K. Black, K. V. 
Merry, F. R. Ackerman, L. C. Weber, 
R. S. Slater, W. A. M. Blair, D. R. 
Hocking. 

FOURTH ROW: J. McPherson, W. 
E. Badcock, Miss M. Calame, T. G. 
Campbell-Burns, Miss A. Smith, G. J. 
Howe, Miss J. W. Butler, Miss W. 
Creenhalgh, J. A. McDonell, K. V. 
Merry, K. Martin. 

FIFTH ROW: Miss A. Powell, Miss 
J. W. Nanson, J. H. Bennett, J. P. 
Asche, Miss B. F. Morley, Miss R. M. 
Powell, J. R. Coglan, G. F. Schaefler, 
A. I. Bunbury, Miss I. D. Chipperfiela, 
Miss R. Turner, Miss M. Clark. 

SIXTH ROW: D. G. Fraser, Miss M. 
Perry, Miss L. J. Duncan, Miss D. J. 
Lawn, Mi:s J. Olssen, Miss B. Miller. 
BACK ROW: G. F. Fraser, I. Clow, F. 
C. Richardson, N. C. Halls, V. R. 
Hicks, D. E. Francis, E. G. Hislop, 
C. A. W. Briant. 

THIRD ROW: J. A. Thwaites, A. E. 
Edwards, A. M. Marshall, G. A. Wit-
ten (V.C.), R. Shalless (captain and 
coach), G. R. Warming, P. E. R. Bas-
sett, J. A. Finlayson, L. Date. 

FRONT ROW: J. B. Jolley, H. A. 
Meredith, R. S. Faulkner, E. Costello, 
J. V. Lodge. 

13 TENNIS TEAM 
BACK ROW (left to right): J. M. 
Bayley, W. C. Watkins, C. S. Gilbert 
(capt.), I. D. Bennett. 

FRONT ROW: G. F. Hinrichsen, M. 
H. Brennan, P. E. Rogers, V. A. 
Davenport. 

HOCKEY 

BACK ROW (left to right): P. G. 
Maxwell, A. G. Birch, W. H. Koschade, 
D. G. McLeish, L. T. Champness, D. V. 
Rodda, E. J. Shirrefs, R. M. Meldrum. 

CENTRE ROW: W. J. A. Dulfer, 
H. S. Hodgens, I. R. Vaughan, J. 
Stubbs, G. K. Rosman (capt.), D. B. 
Milne, J. V. Rymer, P. A. Davis, W. B. 
Mather. 

FRONT ROW: E. L. Garner, G. J. F. 
Hill, K. I. Wischusen, A. C. McMicken, 
R. A. Chencwerth, A. J. Neyland, G. S. 
S icklemore. 

INTER-VARSITY ATHLETIC 

Left to right): J. L. Bartram, D. M. 
Bailhache, J. P. Gutteridge, R. S. 
Slater. 

FOOTBALL FIRST XVIII 
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clubs and Societies .. . 
Sub Editor - Margaret J. Sanders 

Student Clubs form an integral 
part of any University life, but in 
a University Branch, such as 
M.U.M.B., we find a very different 
environment for their organisation to 
that found in the University of a 
great city, such as Melbourne. Per-
haps the most important reason for 
this is the fact that the Branch con-
tains only first-year and residential 
students, but another factor is the 
great distance between the Branch and 
the main University. Here, however, 
we encounter another great difficulty, 
namely, that although they occupy 
an even greater place in the student's 
life, the Clubs have to be started from 
scratch each year and so lack contin-
uity and experienced leadership. For 
these reasons the development of Clubs 
has been watched with great interest 
throughout this, the first year of the 
Branch. 

On the whole, considering the in-
itial difficulties, Clubs have been sur-
prisingly active this year. Most Clubs 
started early and in about the third 
week of First Term, by which time 
most of them had elected Commit-
tees, Mr. Meredith, Sub-Dean of Men, 
called a meeting of all Club Sec-
retaries to hear of their progress and 
to offer his help and advice. The 
main question discussed was that of 
allocating times for meetings in order 
to avoid clashing. It has been found 
impossible to hold mid-day meetings 
due to lack of time and students 
found that evening meetings inter-
fered with study so that attendance 
at meetings was greatly reduced—
this became even more apparent to-
wards the end of the year. Also it 
has been found difficult to fit in the 
evening meetings, and unfortunately, 
some clashes have occurred. 	After 
some discussion a "time-table" for 

Club meetings was drawn up and the 
Secretaries came to a mutual under-
standing to abide by this as far as 
possible. A Disputes Committee, 
consisting of three Club Secretaries, 
was elected so that, in the event of 

a clash, the matter could be referred 
to it for adjustment. 

Another matter discussed was 
finance. That this would be a dif-
ficult matter was fully realised, as 
the Union was even then in debt, but 
the Secretaries were told that each 
Club could apply to the Union Sub-
Committee for a grant and that these 
requests would all be considered. Dur-
ing the year several such applications 
have been made to and passed by the 
Union Sub-Committee. 

A similar meeting was held in 
Third Term in order to review Club 
activities during 1947 and to make 
recommendations for 1948. It was 
suggested that there should be a Com-
mittee of Clubs and Societies con-
sisting of the Secretaries of all these 
organisations, two Student Commit-
tee representatives ,the Sub Dean of 
Women, and the Sub Dean of Men. 
This should meet first in the third 
week of First Term, and thereafter 
once a month throughout the year. 
Such a Committee would have a wide 
scope and, because of its more in-
timate knowledge of the students, be 
able to make valuable recommenda-
tions to the Student Committee in 
addition to its more fundamental 
function of co-ordinating Club ac-
tivities. 

A second suggestion was, that in 
order to give some continuity, Clubs 
and Societies should be affiliated with 
the Union Sub-Committee instead of 
with the Student Committee as in 
Melbourne. 	This affiliation would, 
however, follow much the same lines 
as in Melbourne, though the Union 
Sub-Committee would have the power 
to make financial grants to the Clubs. 
A recommendation as to the size of the 
next annual grant required by each 
Club was to be made by the Club Com-
mittee relinquishing office and would 
be confirmed by the Union Sub- 
Committee the following year. 	A 
Sub-Committee of four Club Secret-
aries was then elected to make a 
classification of Clubs, in order to 

facilitate decisions concerning the 
iiinancial requirements of each one. 

A further discussion took place 
about times for Club meetings and 
the suggestion was made, that by 
starting morning lectures at 8.45 a.m. 
and afternoon ones at 2.15 p.m., an 
hour and one half would be available 
at mid-day enabling Clubs, or at least 
Club Committees, to meet at that 
time. 

A scheme for having a future Club 
Centre was also discussed. This 
would contain the Student Commit- 
tee Room and "Primo Anno" office, 
together with certain Club rooms 
where committee meetings could be 
held, Club libraries housed, and corre-
spondence collected. A centre such 
as this would greatly facilitate the 
organisation of Clubs and Societies 
in the Branch and it is hoped to have 
such a Centre, if not at the beginning 
of next year, then in the near future. 

Although the Club has been run 
mainly by and for the students, many 
of the staff, particularly the junior 
members, have joined different organ-
isations and Staff and Students have 
worked together in close co-operation 
for the good of their Clubs. 	This 
closer co-operation between Staff and 
Students is a great asset and is espec- 
ially necessary in a place such as this. 
Next year, when the Clubs reform 
with new members, the experience of 
the Staff members who remain will 
be invaluable. 

That Clubs and Societies are a 
necessary part of University life can- 
not be stressed too much. This is 
especially so in a Branch composed 
only of Science Faculties, since it 
needs some cultural relief. 	During, 
the past year the Clubs and Societies 
have succeeded in providing this and 
their Office-bearers have gained much 
valuable experience in organisation. 
It is hoped that the 1948 Clubs will 
benefit from this experience and be 
even more active, thus playing a 
larger part in Branch life than those 
of 1947 have done. 
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Within any organisation of the size 
of the Mildura Branch, a Dramatic 
Club seems to form itself sooner or 
later. In this case it did not take 
very long. 	After an initial false 
start, in which the convenor of the 
meeting forgot the time for which 
the meeting was called and failed to 
appear, the club got under way to a 
good beginning with the election of 
a temporary committee, comprising 
Misses Finlayson and Sanders, and 
Messrs. Hardie, Hayes, and McDonell. 
The function of this committee 
was to organise the initial activi-
ties of the club and to draft a con_ 
stitution. The club was to become a 
branch of the M.U.D.C. with its own 
committee and office-bears and, at the 
same time, was to operate almost in-
dependently of the parent club. 

The committee elected Miss San-
ders as secretary and Mr. McDonell 
as president and went about the or-
ganisation of the club's first effort—
a play reading of Bernard Shaw's 
"Arms and the Man". Staged in the 
Branch Cinema, this reading was a 
great success and put the club "on 
the map" within the branch. 	The 
next activity attempted was a series 
of talks on various aspects of the 
Theatre, but this project faded out 
after only one talk, (by Mr. McDon-
ell, on "Production of a Play"). 
Finally came the suggestion that the 
club should attempt a full scale pro-
duction for the N.U.A.U.S. Dramatic 
Festival held in Melbourne during the 
second vacation. The committee ap-
proved unanimously and appointed 
Mr. McDonell as producer. 	The 
conference of producers of all the 
shows from various Universities agreed 
to Mildura's participation and the 
play selected was "Rope", by Patrick 
Hamilton. Casting meetings for the 
production were held early in second 
term and after a delay caused by 
difficulties in obtaining copies of the 
play, rehearsals commenced'. 

There was not enough time to have 
the play ready for presentation in Mil-
dura before the end of the term and 
so the club's first performance took 
place in the Union Theatre on August 
28th. Although a little uneven, due 
to the limited number of rehearsals 
possible, the show was well received 
and was regarded as a very creditable 
first effort. 

The second week of third term saw 
the first play to be presented in the 
Branch Cinema for the year. It was 
the Thurber-Nugent comedy, "The 
Male Animal", which had been the 
M.U.D.C.'s contribution to the 
Drama Festival. The company tra-
velled to Mildura on the Friday night 
train, played on Saturday night, and 
returned on Sunday night — a very 
hectic week-end. 

A week later, "Rope" was presented 
in the Cinema for two nights. Most 
of the rough edges had been smoothed 
off the production by this time and 
two performances, each much better 
than that in Melbourne, resulted. As 
nobody felt inclined to take much 
time off their studies during third 
term, this performance of "Rope" 
virtually wound up the club's activi-
ties for the year. 

Apart from organising activities, 
the committee was commissioned to 
draw up a constitution. This it did, 
but was unable to attract a quorum 
of members to a meeting in order to 
adopt it. So, for anybody who wants 
to start a Dramatic Club in the 
Branch in subsequent years, there's a 
constitution ready and waiting to be 
adopted. 
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COMMITTEE 

President, Mr. Max Griffith 

Secretary, Mr. F. Andersen 

Orchestral Group, Mr. J. Armour 
Mr. N. Smith 

Rhythm Group, Mr. N. L. Trainor 

Choral. Group, Miss W. Griffiths 
Miss B. Morley 

Listeners' Group, Miss M. Blackwood 
Miss E. M. Packe 

THE MUSICAL SOCIETY 

Some knowing souls seemed to take 
early precautions against this Branch 
becoming just a glorified technical 
college, for one of the first meetings 
held here was a gathering, on the 
first Sunday night of First Term—to 
listen to music. 	And it is worth 
noting that this continued to happen 
almost every Sunday night until the 
end of Second Term. 

The musical life of the Branch was 
further extended when the Musical 
Society was formally founded on 29th 
April. Since then the four constit-
uent groups have lessened the dull 
round of scientific study with the 
sweet stuff that is more than the food 
of love. 

Under the capable and, need we 
say, enthusiastic guidance of Miss 
Blackwood, the Listeners' Group as-
sembled in the Cinema each Sunday. 
The Cinema crew tried every con-
civable permutation and combination 
of the available apparatus and suc-
ceeded in obtaining good reproduc-
tion, a cause for much rejoicing. 
These sessions were very popular, 
sometimes as many as 100 students 
attending. Besides requested music, 
records illustrating the history and 
development of music were played 
and Miss Blackwood generously per-
mitted the use of her private library, 
enabling us to hear music not avail-
able in the Union. 

Recorded music was also the fea-
ture of the Rhythm Group's Meet-
ings and the members of this group 
succeeded in having some jazz records 
included in the Union Library. Only 
with the demands of Third Term 
did these Thursday night enthusiasts 
cease their sessions. 

People who made their own music 
ioined either the Choral or Orchestral 
Groups. There were others, of course, 
who strummed in the buffet till all 
hours, and a few commendable poetic 
souls who tried to keen un their 
techniaue seriously on the local pianos. 
The main incentive to united effort 
was the concert held during Second 
Term in aid of W.S.R. 

The Orchestral Group was a valiant 
body and, in spite of small numbers 
and lack of balance among the few 
instruments available, they did give 
us some enjoyable music at the con- 
cert. 	The shortage of conductors 
was overcome by the friendly help of 
Mr. Frank Zaetta, of Mildura, who 
came to the Branch many times to 
conduct the Orchestra. This gesture 
was greatly appreciated and we are 
glad that, in return, some of our 
members were able to help the Mil-
dura Orchestra in the Celebrity Con-
cert. 

Mr. Max Griffith conducted the 
Choral Group through thick and thin, 
(numbers, that is), and practices will 
be remembered as times of valuable 
recreation and good fun. Enthusiasm 
among the ladies rose so high at one 
stage that they rose and collected at 



early dawn to learn their parts—
nothing else has ever been known 
to do this. 

In the concert itself the group 
efforts were surrounded by solo items 
of merit. Not only did they provide 
a most enjoyable entertainment, but 
assured us that the interests of some 
of the students at least were not nar-
row or confined. 

We also enjoyed a happy concert 
by artists from Melbourne, when we 
were put at ease by the informal 
guiding hand of Mr. Sutton Crow. 

Prof. Heinze also visited us and 
gave a most stimulating t a 1 k: 
"Whither Music?" This was greatly 
appreciated, and provided much food 
for thought, but unfortunately we 
seem to be more concerned, for the 
time being at least, with our own im-
mediate future. Till this has been 
decided we must starve our souls a 
little, as most activities of the Musical 
Society seem to have ceased in Third 
Term. However, music lovers may 
still spend happy hours (should they 
have them to spare) with the Union 
Library of recorded music. 

That students engaged in Science 
courses, as are the students of the 
Branch, show an appreciation and love 
of good music, is proved by interest 
aroused in our meetings. The Musi-
cal Society, in being able to cater for 
all tastes and talents, has thus played 
an important part in the Branch life. 

As an integral part of the Musical 
Society, the Rhythm Group was set 
up at the beginning of the year to 
cater for those who like "Le Jazz 
Hot", also to work in with other 
groups in providing "Music for the 
People." 

It was felt by many members of 
the Musical Society that in the past 
there had been too much intolerance 
amongst those involved in the musical 
world, either as performers or as pas-
sive listeners, and directed against this 
or that phase of music. 	Those in- 
terested in more serious music have 
taken it on themselves to slander what 
they call "Low music"—referring to 
jazz—and much mud has also been 
slung in the opposite direction. Most 
of us agreed that there is no founda- 

tion for this intolerance on either 
side. We realise that the only way 
to approach music sensibly is to ask 
the question: "Do we understand it?" 

Essentially, jazz is a form of folk 
music. If we know its history, how 
it arose and why it arose, we can un-
derstand its form and listen to the 
music with a keener ear. The Rhythm 
Club approached the question from 
this point of view. We set out to try 
and cater for those who did not un-
derstand jazz, but wanted to find out 
about it, as well as for the "died-in-
the-wool" Jazzman. 

Due to lack of performers, our 
main activity consisted of listening to 
records. With the help of the grant 
of £10 from the Union, we were able 
to obtain some fifty jazz recordings 
which were added to the record 
Library. 	A weekly programme of 
recorded music lasting for one hour 
was initiated and proved popular. 
Members of the group took turns in 
providing a commentary on some 
aspect of jazz, illustrated by suitable 
recordings. 

Jzeet .o  ff ht 

Saciet y 
President, Miss Meryl Perry 

General Secretary, Mr. Roger Coates 

Organising Secretary, Mr. Geof Jones. 

Treasurer-Librarian, 

Mr .Raymond O'Dea 

Perhaps the most important guid-
ing principles of the Freethought 
Society is the stimulation of a con-
structive public opinion in matters 
social, political and religious. The aim 
in forming the Society here was to 
present to the students speakers on 
as great a variety of subjects as pos-
sible whilst adhering to the above 
policy. 

Liaison was soon established with 
the Melbourne Society and the help 
and encouragement given by that 
body has been most welcome. 

The principle of presenting as many 
local speakers as possible was followed 
as closely as was practicable. 	The 
Committee unearthed no genuine radi-
cal amongst those contacted, but, in 
general, the speakers presented ideas 
sufficiently novel for this Branch. De-
tails of speakers and their subjects 
have appeared regularly in "Primo 
Anno" and it will serve no useful 
purpose to reiterate them here. 

Another activity of the Society 
has been the establishment of a free-
though library and to this end both 
the M.U. Freethought Society and the 
Rationalist Association of Australia 
have generously contributed. Topics 
selected from these books have been 
discussed in study groups and some 
progress was made in Second Term 
with an historical study of Free-
thought through the centuries. 

So much for the extent of our 
achievements. It would perhaps be 
pertinent to make a few comments 
upon the difficulties encountered in 
organising and attempting to run a 
society of this nature successfully. 

In the environment of this Branch 
the appeal of such Society is seemingly 
limited. Lunch time meetings have 
been impracticable. The unique stu-
dent body seems diffident towards at-
atending evening meetings when the 
nature of discussion is cultural, rather 
than controversial. In fact, the larg-
est audiences have been obtained when 
something pertaining to the present 
day society's outlook on sex was dis-
cussed. That this is an important 
subject is undeniable, but one won- 
ders if the bulk of the audience is 
interested in the problem or is drawn 
by the sensational nature of the con-
siderations. However, in general, the 
society fosters controversy, and so it 
is only restricted to the number of 
competent speakers available. 

It is hoped that in future years 
better arrangements can be made to 
enable more students to participate in 
Club activities. The problem is in-
timately linked with the establishment 
of student responsibility and greater 
self government, which, it is hoped, 
will develop in later years. 

The Society thanks all those who 
have attended its meetings and sup-
ported its endeavours and trusts that 
the future protagonists of Free 
Thought will have as good as, if not 
better, support than the 1947 group 
has had. 
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The inaugural meeting of the 
Labour Club was convened by Miss 
W. Greenhalgh, early in the aca- 
demic year. The attendance at this 
meeting was surprising—about eighty 
students—and thus seemed to indi- 
cate a most successful year in the 
implementing of Socialist theory in 
the Branch. An interim committee 
was elected and there was a unanim-
ous vote in favour of coalition with 
M.U.L.C. The meeting then accepted 
the Melbourne constitution in toto. 

In planning a programme for the 
year, it was decided to include . . 
addresses, (by both visiting speakers 
and members of the club), open 
forums, education classes and discus-
sion groups. Some of the projects, 
however, were later considered to be 
impracticable, owing to apathy shown 
by members of the club. 

The club at first showed signs of 
vigour in suggesting, and pressing for, 
a commencement ball at the Branch. 
The suggestion was taken up and 
acted upon by the Student Council. 
Unfortunately however, it soon be-
came apparent that most of the 
energy expended by the club would 
be in internal conflict between right 
and left factions. 

The interim committee held elec-
tions for a permanent committee to-
wards the end of first term. Financial 
membership was made the criterion 
for voting and, before the elections, 
the number 'mot financial members, at 
least terminal, was brought to ap-
proximately a hundred. The perman-
ent ,:ommittee elected was as follows: 

President, Miss W. Greenhalgh 

Secretary, Mr. R. Roberts 

Committee: 
Mr. M. Upf all 

Mr. K. Harnetty 
Mr. D. Walker 
Mr. K. Tutty 
Mr. J. Irwin 

In second term, membership of the 
club fell to about half the initial 
number. Speakers were scarce and 
student speakers were called upon to 
address the club. 	Addresses given 
throughout the year included: Miss 
W. Greenhalgh on "Why you should 
be a Socialist", Mr. Max Upfall on 
"Anti-Semitism," Mr. Bill Prott on 
"Japan", and Mr. Ted Laurie on "The 
World Position Today." Mr. Laurie, 
an extremely able speaker, laid par-
ticular stress on the need for America 
to gain markets for her export sur-
plus. Unfortunately, during his 

talk at least half the audience dis-
played great ignorance and intoler-
ance. 

During the year the Labour Club 
devoted consideration energy and time 
to W.S.R. This included the screen-
ing of a number of films on Sunday 
nights. 

Literature was distributed through-
out the year, "Shop" the M.U.L.C. 
paper, having a large sale here. "Bank 
Nationalisation" leaflets were issued 
and ' Dick Roberts spoke on this 
subject at one of our meetings. 

After the police-student clash in 
Sydney, a protest meeting was called 
and a proposal that a protest be sent 
to the N.S.W. Government was made. 
A general meeting of students asked 
for snore facts on this matter and the 
meeting was adjourned. 

'l'he combined Free-thought Society 
and the Labour Club meeting called 
immediately afterwards, unanimously 
assented to the proposal that a protest 
be sent in the names of these clubs. 
Another general meeting was called 
on July 31. Mr. Dick Roberts pro-
posing the motion of protest and Mr. 
G. Rosman seconding. The proposal 
was defeated 51 votes to 41. 

The Labour Club supported the 
Free-thought Society in a meeting at 
which Mr. L. F. C. Garlick, M.L.A., 
spoke on "Government by Party or 
Independents?" 

The effect and influence of the 
Labour Club has been lessened 
throughout the year by the "swat 
panic" and general apathy of its mem-
bers. That membership should halve 
in a term is an indication of the 
apathy of the student socialists. The 
work done in spite of this apathy has 
illustrated how large the influence of 
the Labour Club would be if all 
members had been vitally interested 
in the club's activities. 

President, Mr. J. F. Schaefler 

Chairman, Mr. B. Walklate 

Secretary, Mr. D. Walker 

Treasurer, Miss J. Nicholls 

The above Committee was elected 
At a general meeting of Club repre-
sentatives held in second term in order 
to raise money for W.S.R. Due to 
the numerous appeals launched during 
the year for different causes, the 
W.S.R. appeal was not as successful 
in any University as had been hoped. 
At the Mildura Branch, however, the 
Clubs all co-operated well in giving 
donations and the people of Mildura  

responded whole-heartedly to the var-
ious collections taken up at football 
matches here. 	In all the Branch 
raised £86/9/5 and this was sent 
directly to Geneva for immediate use. 

The following is the list of club 
donations: 

Collections at football 
£ s d 

matches 	 

	

 	16 12 0 
Button Day  	28 2 0 
Picture night 	 

	

 	14 8 2 
Musical Society— 

Dramatic Club Concert 12 0 0 
Labour Club Picture nights 3 9 3 
Staff Association 	 1 10 0 
N.S.V. 2 2 0 
S.C.M.  	2 2 0 
E.U. 	 15 0 
S.R.C. `Sale of Envelopes' 13 0 
Tennis Club 1 0 0 
Fidelity Club 	 1 1 0 
Boxes in Canteen and 

Buffet 2 15 0 

£86 9 5 

B. WALKLATE, 
for W.S.R. Committee. 
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President, Mr. W. Koschade 
Treasurer, Mr. D. Rodda 

General Secretary, Miss D. Maclachlin 
Prayer Secretary, Mr. N. York 

Missionary Secretary, Miss W. Griffiths 
"What's the use of it all, anyway?" 

No, it isn't just exams, but life, that 
puzzles many of us and we seek its 
meaning and purpose; or perhaps we 
just drift along aimlessly, completely 
confused by the array of conflicting 
theories which surround us. 	Some 
folk at Mildura are sure that the key 
to the situation is found, not in a 
theory, however good it may be, but 
in a person, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

They find that Christ has satisfied 
their own personal need of a Saviour 
and that He not only inspires high 
ideals, but empowers those who trust 
Him to carry them out in practical 
living. The Evangelical Union has 
been formed by students and mem-
bers of staff who have this confidence 
in Christ. 

During the year, as well as meet-
ing daily for prayer, we have spent 
Sunday afternoons together in Bible 
Study. 	Owing to the difficulty in 
bringing speakers to Mildura we have 
not been able to arrange regular pub-
lic meetings. However, we have 



sought to bring the claims of Christ 
before others at the public meetings 
held during second term and at various 
social functions throughout the year. 
In order to show that the Christian 
faith in no way conflicts with modern 
scholarship two forums were ar-
ranged when two teams, consisting of 
E. U. members and visitors, endea-
voured to answer questions relating 
to the Christian faith . 

We have been glad to welcome 
those who have shown interest in the 
Gospel to our fellowship this year, and 
assure them of the same welcome at 
the Melbourne Evangelical Union in 
the future. 

Student 
Christian 

Movement 
President, Mr. J. S. Woodhouse 

Vice-Presidents, Mr. N. H. Olver, 
Rev. J. E. Warfe. 

Secretary, Mr. B. W. Walklate 
Co-Secretary and Treasurer, 

Miss M. L. Wood 
Co-opted Members: Miss V. Daven- 
port, Messrs. J. Nicholls, I. C. Car- 

sons, L. Wheeler, K. V. Bailey. 

As the year draws to a close the 
S.C.M. can look back over a happy 
and successful year. 	The S.C.M. 
aims, through fellowship and its ac-
tivities, to gain a deeper knowledge of 
Christ's way of life. Throughout the 
year we have kept this ever in view 
and feel we have been successful to 
no small degree. 

Anticipating a difficult beginning, 
several members of the staff, and stu-
dents met before leaving Melbourne, 
in order to plan the birth of the 
S.C.M. at the Mildura Branch. 

On the first evening of the term, 
under the leadership of Padre John 
Warfe, a Dedication Service was held 
in the Physics Theatre and later in 
that first week a General Meeting 
was held to elect a Committee. 

In conjunction with our E.U. 
friends the S.C.M. began a weekly 
"devotional" under the auspices of the 
World Council of Churches. These 
were led by the students and staff and 
held throughout the year. 

A weekly study circle was formed 
early in the year, our guide being 
Professor K. H. Bailey's booklet "The 
Life of Faith." This met each week, 
un till the middle of Third Term, 
when it was replaced by a short social 
time. 

At various times during the year 
informal social gatherings were held 
to which visitors were invited. The 
Folk Dances introduced by S.C.M. 
proved popular and, when held in 
Mildura, members of the local 
churches attended. 

In third term two services were 
held in Mildura Methodist Church 
conducted by S.C.M. members. 

Our Snag Night in second term 
was a great success and the "boon of 
all caterers" was served in a most ap-
petising manner. 	Folk songs were 
sung, interspersed by a continual flow 
of humour from Norman Olver and 
Frank Andersen. Finally, we all re-
turned looking like _ our Warden's 
much misquoted "black bodays", but 
with out appetities effectively ap-
peased. 

The main social functions of the 
Third Term were a Social Night with 
E.U. and N.S.V. for Mildura people 
and a Moonlight Hike to Chaffey's 
Bend. Both functions were a huge 
success. 

The Committee extend to all 
Branch members their best wishes for 
their future years in the University 
and hope to see them in Melbourne 
next year. 

Newman 
Society of 

Victoria 
Mildura Branch 

Chairman, G. F. Schaefler. 
Vice-Chairmen, 

Miss S. Podger, Mr T. Campbell-Burns 
I-ion. Treasurer, Mr. M. Gilfedder 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. R. Oliphant 

Committee, 
Miss E. Drakeford, Messrs. V. Amar-
ino, J. Hartnett, K. Owen, D. Rich-

ardson, R. Roberts, F. Shine. 
Before the beginning of the Aca-

demic year there was formed in 
Melbourne, an interim committee of 
the N.S.V., which was to function 
at Mildura until the Society's con-
stitution was revised and elections 
could be held there. 

We first met very soon after our 
arrival at Mildura and, subsequently, 
came to know very well our chaplain, 
Father Green, who has been a tower 
of strength to the Society and the 
prime organizer of whatever success-
ful functions we have held during 
the year. He was out at the Branch 
at least once a week, when confes-
sions were heard and Mass was said,  

and always participated in the dis-
cussion group meetings held during 
the year, a fact which many of our 
members appreciated. Besides Father 
Green, we are also deeply indebted to 
the Smith family for their many 
kindnesses. 

The Society has presented some 
very distinguished speakers during 
the year, providing a . series of stimu-
lating discussions which were followed 
by supper provided by the Society. 
The speakers included: Mr. K. Har-
netty, who spoke on the provoking 
subject of "Birth Control"; Father 
Green, on "Original Sin"; Dr. Sim-
monds, on "The Problem of Man"; 
Father Johnson on, "The Catholic 
Religion: A Solution to the Ills of 
the World;" and Mr. J. X. O'Driscoll 
on "Improved Living Standards". 
The majority of these meetings were 
very well attended. 

During the year we have co-oper-
ated with the other Societies at the 
Branch and have held joint discussion 
groups with them, while, towards the 
end of third term, the N.S.V., E.U., 
and S.G.M. arranged an evening en-
tertainment to repay some of the hos-
pitality which we received from the 
peonle of Mildura. 

Of our other social functions per-
haps the picnics were most popular. 
At the first of these, held on the 
banks of the Murray near Red Cliffs, 
many of us laid our claim to fame 
by swimming across the great river. 
At least one of our young enthusiasts 
crossed to the N.S.W. side only to 
find himself quite incapable of re-
turning to his native state under his 
own power, and. to his lasting shame, 
was forced to call a boat to row him 
back! 

With regard to the future, we feel 
that there are still many improve-
ments which the Society could bring 
about at the Branch. We are doing 
our hest to have a chanel erected, nart 
of which could be used as a reading 
room, and hone that the 1944 stu-
dents will have the benefit of its use 
from the beginning of the year. We 
also aim to establish a small Library 
of Catholic Literature in this reading 
room. apart from the forty odd honks. 
pamphlets, and pavers which we placed 
in the Browsing Library. 

In conclusion, the N.S.V. wishes to 
express its profound appreciation of 
the wonderful efforts made by the 
Warden and his staff for the smooth 
running of the first N.S.V. of the 
Branch. They have been unsnaring in 
their endeavours to make this "MiI-
dura Experiment" the success that it 
is, and deserve our very deepest grati-
tude. 



Cummil Club 
President, Mr. R. G. Cameron 
Vice-President, Mr. N. Olver 

Secretary, Mr. W. Hardy 
Treasurer, Mr. K. Williams 

Committee-man, Mr. G. Fraser, Snr. 

The club of University Masons of 
Mildura, known for the sake of brev-
ity as the "CUMMIL" Club, was 
formed about half-way through the 
year. 

It has its President, Mr. R. Graeme 
Cameron and the membership is open 
to all Freemasons, both staff and 
students, at the Branch. 

Originally, these clubs were formed 
by servicemen of the nations fighting 
in the Pacific Theatre, and the prin-
ciples of those clubs are now being 
carried on by this and other Fidelity, 
Clubs. 

The objects of the club are as fol-
low:- 

1. The furtherance of Universal 
Brotherhood, and the practice of 
of benevolence, which are the basic 
principles of Freemasonry. 

2. The organisation of social ent;r-
tainments and the arrangement of lec-
tures by visiting speakers on sub-
jects of topical interest. 

Throughout the year monthly 
meetings have been held in the Union 
and many interesting and instructive 
talks have been heard. Amongst 
these were: 

"Life and its Relationship to the 
Universe," by Mr. Paton. 

"The Empire Preference Confer-
ence at Geneva," by Mr. Peter Mal-
loch, who represented the Australian 
Dried Fruits Industry at that Con-
ference. 

"The Manufacture of Wines and 
Allied Products," by Mr. Chaffey of 
the Mildura Wine Distillery. 

"Irrigation and Drainage in Mil-
dura District", by Mr. Haigh, Chief 
Engineer of the First Mildura Irriga-
tion Trust. 

"History of the Development of 
the Mildura Area" by Mr. Skilbeck, 
Manager of the F.M.I.T. 

Several visits to the various Lodges 
in the district have been made by 
the club, which has participated in 
the ceremonies and helped with the 
entertainment at these Lodges. Visits 
have also been made to inspect the 
Distillery and the entire irrigating 
scheme of the area. 

Members have been active in the 
support of various worthy causes. Th_  

most notable being a donation 
for the purchase of 25 food 
parcels to be sent to Britain and sup-
port, in cash and services, of World 
Student Relief. 

Thus the Club has fulfilled its var-
ious objects and the members have 
received an insight into many inter-
esting extra-curricular topics. 

Camera Club 
Early in second term a Camera 

Club was formed at the Branch—
the first Camera Club (so we believe) 
to be establshed in Melbourne Uni-
versity. 

The inaugural meeting elected the 
following office-bearers: President, Mr. 
Mr. N. H. Olver, Vice-president, Mr. 
H. H. Long; Secretary-treasurer, Miss 
A. E. Moore; Committee members, 
Miss J. W. Butler, Mr. G. Howe and 
Mr. N. L. Trainor. 

The policy of the Club is to prac-
tice and teach the art of photography. 
A spacious darkroom was inherited 
from the R.A.A.F. and equipped with 
the basic apparatus for developing and 
printing. The vice-president placed 
a versatile enlarger at the disposal of 
the members. 

Individual instruction in the tech-
nique of developing, printing and 
and enlarging has been given to many 
interested and enthusiastic studets, 
ad the darkroom has been in con-
stant use . 

The Club has undertaken to pro-
duce a photographic record of the 
Branch's first year and to take photo-
graphs for other clubs and socities. 
Publicity photographs were taken for 
the Dramatic Society, and a number 
of pictures of University activities 
supplied to "Primo Anno" for publi-
cation. 

As the finale to its inaugural year 
the Club presents the photographic 
section of this magazine. 

Ex-servicemen's 
Association 

President, Mr. A. A. Carter 
Vice-President, Mr. B. G. J. Meredith 

Secretary and Treasurer 
Mr. A. C. Cole 

Committee: 
Mr. G. Warming 

Mr. J. W. Thwaites 
Mr. K. McMeekin 

With over 300 eligible members, 
the Association came into being with 
a large and argumentative general 
meeting. After much talk and heated 
controversy and, despite the multitude 
of motions and the innumerable 
amendments before the chair at thf 
same time, an interim committee wa 
elected to frame a constitution. This 
having been achieved, the Association 
retired into obscurity until late in 
second term, when a further general 
meeting elected a permanent commit-
tee and indicated the desire to organ-
ise a "function." 

The committee proceeded to justify 
its existence by whipping up a species 
of jamboree at Merbein, as a result of 
which the Association's welcome is 
threadbare in that town, and, we hear, 
several of the local youngsters learnc 
a few songs not to be picked up in 
the normal course of education. 

Resulting from a direction by the 
general meeting, a letter has been 
sent to the Minister of Post War Re-
constructie1n, requesting the payment 
of vacation train fares for C.R.T.S. 
students, who are not entitled, at 
Mildura, to normal travelling allow- 
ance. 	At the time of writing no 
reply has been received, but the local 
State member has also taken up the 
good cause, and we hope that things 
will start moving soon. 

During the second term vac the 
death occurred of L. P. Maclnerny, 
shortly after the birth of his son. A 
fund for his wife and son, raised by 
the S.R.C., was started by a donation 
from the Association of its su:-plus 
funds from the "do." 

The reason for the existence of the 
Association has never been clear to 
many. It was formed because, with 
over 60 per cent. of the Branch ex-
servicemen, it seemed the logical thing 
to have some form of Association. It 
has never claimed to be a "militant," 
social or cultural body, but neverthe-
less it has, in the one or two activi-
ties mentioned, justified its inception, 
and has been of some service to 
C.R.T.S. men. 
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SHOP 
Reports of the Sports 

Sub Editor - ALASTAIR COLE 
Six hundred students came to the 

Mildura Branch. They varied in tem-
perament, physique, and sporting in-
clination, but they were all young 
and healthy. Consequently, it was 
to be expected that sport would play 
a major part in the life of the com-
munity. It did. As soon as the fleet 
of buses unloaded its slightly bewil-
dered cargo in this sunny corner of 
Victoria, students began a tour of 
exploration to find out what were the 
facilities provided for working off 
excess energy. 	They found eight 
tennis courts, perhaps a little dead, 
and certainly very windy; two squash 
courts in good condition, but rather 
low in the roof, and a dam across the 
the airstrip for swimming. The front 
oval was well grassed, but rather nar-
row gutted, number two looked 
promising, while number three was 
indistinguishable from the surround-
ing desert. 

With this rather limited material, 
Branch sportsmen set out on a year's 
activity which has not only kept them 
in good condition, but has made a 
lasting impression on the district, and 
a reputation which succeeding years 
will find hard, to equal. 

The first step was the formation of 
clubs in the various branches of sport. 
This, of course, necessitated the call- 
ing of a meeting in each case, to give 
everyone a chance to exercise his 
larynx. The Sub Dean of Men, with 
admirable patience, presided over 
many such ordeals in the first week. 
Footballers of various creeds, oarsmen, 
tennis players, swimmers and golfers 
were gathered together, told what 
was, or was to be, done for them, and 
left thereafter to work out their own 
destinies. 

Local sporting competitions existed 
in two games—football and tennis. 
University entered in both the Senior 
and jun'or grade of both these corn- 

petitions, and football training started 
almost as soon as we arrived. 

The season started quietly with a 
mediocre victory, and a close defeat 
at Irymple, and it was not until 
Branch had defeated Red Cliffs, Mil-
dura and Imperials that it gained any 
serious consideration from the local 
sportsmen. The student interest was 
given a great kick by a decisive vic-
tory over Merbein in a home match, 
which placed Branch at the top of the 
ladder. The small, vociferous, and 
usually well lubricated nucleus of 
regular supporters no longer battled 
gamely against umpire and opposition 
—instead a concerted roar of "Shop" 
from a hundred throats became the 
regular thing. Having gained the top, 
the team only once looked back, be-
ing defeated by five points in the re-
turn game at Merbein. Defeating 
Irymple in the semi-final, and again 
in the Grand Final, the team most de-
servedly won its first premiership. 

The eighteen's major weakness was 
in the forward line and in lack of 
co-ordinated play throughout the first 
half of nearly every match. 	Con- 
versely, the main strength lay in the 
back line and in the ability to play 
the last quarter at a pace which, in 
all but the second Merbein match, 
left the opposition standing. 

The Second Eighteen looked a cer-
tainty for the premiership during 
most of the season, but lapsed badly 
against Red Cliffs in the semi-final. 
Many promising younger players were 
given a run in the seconds, an ar-
rangement which, while satisfactory 
to the individual, was not condusive 
to good team play. 

Football at the Branch was for-
tunate in having, as Captain and 
Coach, Ralph Shalless, whose sound 
play and cool leadership contributed 
largely to the ultimate success. 

Ordinary man's football was cat- 

ered for in a series of Wednesday 
inter-Faculty matches, which were, 
however, poorly supported, although 
early in the season they served to 
bring several young players to the 
selectors' notice. 

Unheralded and unsung, tennis 
players battled through the local 
Pennant fixtures during second and 
early third term, and carried off the 
honours in both "A" and "B" Grades. 
All players who represented the 
Branch deserve our congratulations 
on their victories, and our thanks for 
so consistently giving up their Satur-
days in order to represent us. 

At the time of writing, cricket has 
just started to get under way. It is 
not possible, owing to the long vac., 
to enter the local competition, but 
practice matches are being played. 
At this early juncture it is hard to 
predict how the team as it stands 
would fare in Pennant play. 	At 
present, practice facilities are limited, 
which discourages many from turning 
out. 

The main difficulty encountered by 
the players of the other team sports, 
Hockey, Rugby, Soccer and Baseball, 
was to find opponents. Inter-Faculty 
contests soon lost their interest, and 
most clubs arranged teams amongst 
themselves. 

The Hockey Club had by far the 
largest following, and was able to 
arrange a three team competition, 
governed by a complicated and inde- 
cipherable set of fixtures prominently 
displayed on the notice board for the 
major part of the second term. We 



are not certain whether Red, White 
or Blue team eventually triumphed, 
but undoubtedly the club-wielders 
enjoyed a good winter's sport and are 
now in retirement, nursing a variety 
of damaged shins. During first term 
vac. a team from the Branch put up 
a very creditable showing against 
Melbourne, and during the second 
spell Greg Rosman (Branch's versatile 
Captain-Coach and eccentric umpire) 
played with Melbourne in the Inter-
Varsity carnival. 

The year's most spectacular match, 
although scarcely hockey, was that 
between Dentals and Ladies. Of the 
many varied costumes worn, the most 
eve-catching was that of the lass, 
who, attempting to look demure in a 
modest nightgrown and floppy hat, 
presented an appearance reminiscent 
of the celebrated Margie Hart about 
to do her strip tease routine. This 
remarkable similarity kept the spec-
tators on their toes until such time 
as it became evident that the dress 
was there to stay, whereupon in-
terest reverted to the antics of the 
twenty-one other clowns. 

Rugby enthusiasts, coached by Mr. 
Pyke, consistently carried out their 
sanguinary activities on number two 
oval, and played a couple of matches 
during second term vac. As unedu-
cated Southerners we find it hard to 
pick good Rugby from bad; but using 
the criterion of the greater the num-
ber of bodies on the grass and the 
louder the epithets emerging from the 
scrum the better the football, then 
Branch Rugby wasn't too bad. 

Soccer, which is steadily gaining a 
following in Australia, had about 
thirty enthusiasts at Mildura. Start-
ing off with practices in the Dust 
Bowl, the club graduated to No. 2 
oval and, on one occasion, to No. 1 
A match was played against Mel-
bourne "Branch" in the vac., and 
several other tentative fixtures un-
fortunately fell through. 

By far the noisiest of the minor 
groups was the Baseball club, mem-
bers of which, clad in a most spec-
tacular array of garments, tore fran-
tically around the diamond in the 
corner of the front oval. Jack 
MacDonell, decked out in all the 
splendour of the M.U. uniform, 
coached the ball game and kept the 
lads moving. 

Rowing started off in first term 
with great expectations, but, as one 
of the prime factors in rowing is the 
possession of a boat, which we did not 
at the time boast, enthusiasm waned. 
Mildura R.C. lent us their boats for 
a period, and a bit of work was done 
under self appointed, self styled and  

abusive coaches. Since then, Branch 
has acquired two eights (one clinker 
and one "best") and one semi-racing 
four. Lake Hawthorne has been sur-
veyed and work started on boat sheds. 
Next year's oarsmen will have a fly-
ing start due mainly to the efforts of 
Gerry O'Day, and the sport should be 
most popular on Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons. 

In any community of six hundred 
there are bound to be a few charac-
ters whose golf is only surpassed by 
their ability to tell the world all 
about that drive at the seventh. These 
gentlemen formed themselves into a 
club which repaired every Wednesday 
to Riverside in order to indulge in 
their rituals. Purists at the Royal 
and Ancient pastime would no doubt 
object to handicaps of fifty odd, but 
this is Mildura Branch, and who 
cares? Most appropriately, beer 
mugs were presented to the winners 
of each afternoon's competition. 

The most outstanding sporting 
event at the Branch this year was 
the Athletic Club's meeting, late in 
first term. The organizing commit-
tee, (Messrs Pyke, Bartram, Slater 
et alia) produced a varied programme 
of Championship and Handicap 
events, and, marvellous to relate, 
actually ran it to time. The standard 
of field events was disappointingly 
low, while, despite rough tracks, these 
events were much better. Norm Olver 
at the mike maintained the spirit of 
the afternoon, which, with several 
novelty events and unrehearsed "in-
cidents", was a great success. Branch 
athletes who were included in the 
Melbourne team at the May inter-
Varsity carnival earn our congratula-
tions. John Bartram's performances 
are too well known to need repeating 
here: Tohn Gutteridge ran well in the 
hurdles; and Rob Slater competed in 
the high jump. 	In the women's 
events, Dot Bailhasche won the discus 
throw, and was placed in the javelin 
and shot put. 

Ouite apart from all these organ-
ized branches of sport, by far the 
most popular and consistent activities 
were the friendly games of tennis 
or squash during an hour or so of 
spare time. Throughout the year the 
courts have scarcely been vacant, 
even though, in their exposed position, 
playing conditions were at times 
rather unpleasant. The popularity of 
squash, also, became only too apparent 
to anyone who tried to book a court 
at short notice. 

At the beginning of the year, it 
seemed that swimming would also 
develop into a popular spare time ac-
tivity, but the weather has been a  

lot colder than we had anticipated, 
and this factor, together with the 
distance of the pool from the living 
ouarters, forced swimming into the 
background for the major part of the 
year. However, the most enthusias-
tic water baby here, Jack Poutsma, 
was not content to let the matter rest, 
and, at the time of writing, is or-
ganising a carnival to be held at the 
end of third term. 

It would not be possible to write 
a commentary on the year's sport 
without mentioning the work done 
by Mr. Meredith. He has had his 
ears severely punished, not once but 
many times, by every sporting club 
secretary in the place, and yet has 
so co-ordinated arrangements as to 
give everyone equal favour. 

With this introduction, then, we 
will hand you over to the tender 
mercies of the clubs themselves for 
more detailed accounts of their own 
particular doings. 	Generally, how- 
ever, there is no doubt that this year's 
sporting activities at the Branch have 
not only done much to put it "on 
the map" in Sunraysia, but have been 
of great physical and recreational 
benefit to that great majority of 
students who participated, not only in 
team games, but in sport of any kind. 
To those who did not see fit to do 
so, we say, "Bad luck, fellows—you 
don't know what you have missed." 

Football Club 
With the football season well under 

way l;efore our arrival at the Branch, 
it was really the football team which 
first brought the "Shop" into close 
relationship with the people of the 
Sunraysia area. 

Besides playing good football, the 
team, and its following, did much to 
foster the goodwill of the people in 
the district, and gain interest and 
support in this new educational ven-
ture. 

Chaos reigned more or less supreme 
in our preparation and training for 
the opening match. It is to the credit 
of the Committee, and the co-opted 
"femme" who worked tirelessly with 
needle and thread, that two teams 
worthy of representing the Branch 
were fielded for the opening match of 
the season. 

During the first week, General 
Meetings were held, and the follow-
ing office-bearers elected: 

President, Dr. Rogers. 
Secretary, G. A. Witten 

Captain and Coach, R. Shalless 
Committee, L. Weber, K. Merry, G. 
Barrett, L. Sloan, W. Tickner, K. 

Twiddy. 
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DID YOU SEE?— 

At Red Cliffs, a few irate women 
supporters menacingly flashing knit-. 
ting needles Geoff Bethell's way after 
he had awarded the opposition a point. 
They didn't know that goal umpires 
are always right. 

On the mud bowl—Peter Bassett 
and Jerry Warming endeavouring to 
become goal kickers. Peter succeeded. 

The Warden's car bogged at Mil-
dura South while 'Whimpy' ploughed 
through with nineteen aboard. 

The dissention amongst our trainers 
at Red Cliffs. "Twid", trying to get 
amongst someone, missed, and clonked 
Ken Henfry. 

The Juniors take the field at 
Coomealla without a few notable 
identities—the jeep had something to 
do with this, too. 

The beautiful young thing, an 
Irymple supporter, who tried to give 
our secretary a shave—my, it was 
close. 

Marbles take over from football at 
the conclusion of the season. Ask 
Jerry. 

Ex-commandos climbing trees look-
ing for wichetty grubs on one of our 
quiet nocturnal excursions—no grubs 
located. 

After an auspicious opening against 
what proved to be the weakest side in 
the competition, the firsts suffered 
their first reverse in the second match 
versus Irymple. Following this, how-
ever, as the team settled and players 
came to know one another better, we 
went from success to success, suf fer-
ing our second and last reverse for 
the season in the last match before the 
finals, at Merbein. The juniors had 
a similarly successful opening, and 
both sides entered the final series at 
the top of the list. 

With over a hundred men playing 
football, inter faculty matches were 
arranged for Wednesday afternoons 
for those not included in the Satur-
day's teams, and some interesting bat-
tles were witnessed in these rather un-
scientific games. 

In our preparation for the finals 
both teams felt confident that a 
double premiership was quite a pos-
sibility. However, this was not to 
be, the seconds failing to reproduce  

their first round football and being 
beaten in both final games. 	The 
seniors fulfilled their expectations, and 
with eighteen men all playing good 
football in the Grand Final, we were 
able to pull off our first Sunraysia 
Football League Premiership. 

After our victory, the club held 
a wind up dinner—a wonderful success 
—entertaining representatives of the 
League and all other Clubs. Ralph 
Shalless, in proposing the toast to the 
League spoke of the wonderful co- 
operation and help we had received 
from the League and of the contacts 
and friendships we had made with 
other players, both on and off the 
field. Mr. Meredith, in seconding the 
toast, revealed that the secrets of our 
success were due to our unusual 
methods of training: consumption of 
"sinker" to stimulate our wind, 
"bush" and "witchetty grub" parties 
(of which we know nothing) and lots 
of nocturnal activities. He also spoke 
of the local support the teams had 
received from the members of the 
Branch. The president of the League, 
Mr. Robertson, in replying, congratu- 
lated the team on their fine showing 
throughout the year, and expressed the 
view that our advent to the League 
had helped raise the standard of post-
war Sunraysia football. 

The whole club regretted that Dr. 
Bothrovd was unable to be present at 
our dinner. He had been a keen and 
active supporter of the seniors 
throughout the year and had gener- 
ously donated a tronhy for our "Best 
and Fairest". Messrs. Wells and 
Scott, our own barbers, also gave a 
similar trnnhy for the final series. 
Along with these, Mr. Tickner, who 
Pave wonderful service as a League 
delegates. and an anonymous donor, 
presented like awards to the Tuniors. 
To all those donors we are gratefully 
indebted. Tronhies were won by: 

Bothrovd Trophy: R. Faulkner. 
Runner-up: P. Bassett. 

Wells and Scott Trophy: J. Fin-
layson. 

Tickner Trophy: D. Hocking. 
Anonymous Trophy: K. Black. 
It might be noteworthy to men-

tion that six of our players were 
chosen to represent the Sunraysia 
League in their match against Mel-
bourne. namely Ralph Shalles as Can-
tain, Geoff Witten. Alan Marshall, 
Arthur Edwards and Jerry Warming. 

The Branch was very lucky in hay 
having Ralph Shalles, a former Mel-
bourne footballer, as Captain and 
Coach. He received the spontaneous 
support and confidence of all players, 
and it was largely due to his efforts, 
both as Captain and player, that the 

season terminated so successfully. 
Congratulations go to Ralph on his 
winning the League's local "Brown-
low". 

And, in conclusion, to the trainers, 
boundary umpires, goal umpires, time-
keepers, barrackers, urgers and others, 
not forgetting Herb, Don and Al, we 
say "Thank you" for your loyal sup-
port throughout the year. 

Tennis Club 
In an unobtrusive way, the Tennis 

Club has functioned in a manner 
gratifying to all concerned during the 
first year of its inception at the 
Branch. Its main aim of encouraging 
and fostering tennis has been well 
carried out through the medium of 
tournaments and inter-Faculty com-
petitions. 

At the second General Meeting on 
June 20th, the constitution tenta-
tively drawn up at the first meeting, 
at which Mr. Meredith presided, was 
ratified, and five officer-bearers were 
duly elected—Mr. Jude to the posi-
tion of President, Miss Bailhache Sec-
retary, and Messrs. Brophy, Lennie 
and Walker to the committee, the 
latter three being primarily in con-
trol of the club, and being given 
the task of choosing the teams. 

The first of the club's activities 
was the fielding of throe pennant 
teams to be entered in the Red Cliffs 
Pennant competition. Two were to 
be entered for the "A" division, and 
one for the "B" division. Two out 
of the three teams, the first "A" and 
the "B", were undefeated during the 
whole season, and culminated their 
brilliant run of successes by winning 
the Branch's first premierships in both 
these sections. The "A2" team was 

AND DID YOU HEAR? 

Of the Irymple trainer who in-
quired of Ralph's wife and two chil-
dren just before the Grand Final. 
Some say that where there's a rumour, 
maybe there's truth. 

The Merbein supporter who wanted 
to know who this chap "Shop" was 
—the one everyone was barracking 
for. 

John Hobba tell of the funda-
mental art of time-keeping: be the 
only one with a stop watch. 



Athletic Club 
President, Dr. J. S. Rogers 

Vice-President, L. R. D. Pyke, Esq. 
Secretary, J. L. Bartram 

Men's Reps., J. R. Gutteridge, 
R. S. Slater. 

Women's Rep., Miss Mackenzie. 
A working bee was organized for 

Sunday, May 18th, to set the Branch 
main oval to rights for the sports 
meeting that was to come on the fol-
lowing Wednesday. Led by Messrs. 
Pyke and Nettle, who were ably as-
sisted by many willing hands, a mag-
nificent feat of reconstruction was 
carried out in a memorable one day 
stand. At tremendous risk and en-
ormous expense the latest equipment 
(including the Slater-Gutteridge auto-
matic spacer and the Don Cole mark-
ing machine) was brought to bear on 
the task in hand. Literally gallons 
of jippers and goffers were poured 
into the oval's unyielding surface as 
the foundations of the giant arena 
were laid _ with miraculous rapidity. 
It is on record however, that rain 
damaged the track during the fol-
lowing two days, and the performance 
was perforce repeated on the Wed-
nesday morning. 

Weednesday, M'y 21st, saw the 

defeated half a dozen times during 
season. 

Each team was composed of four 
men and four women, each person 
playing two sets of doubles and two 
sets of mixed. The "Al" team was 
virtually the same throughout the 
competition, namely Messrs. Jude, 
Jennie Brophy and Furnell; Misses 
Bailhache, Browning, Norris and 
Calame. Most of the changes oc-
curred in the other two teams, and 
those who played in the finals were: 
"A2" Messrs. Myers, Burns, Walker, 
Riddell; Misses Barr, Stahle, Mackenzie 
and Maw: "B" Messrs. Gilbert, Wat-
kins, Bennett, Bailey; Misses Hinrick-
son, Rogers, Davenport, Brennan. 

Early in the season, a social match 
was arranged with Merbein. A team 
visited the Merbein courts on Sun-
day, 22nd June, and a good time was 
had by all. As yet no return match 
has been played. 

The inter-Faculty tennis, and the 
two tournaments held during second 
term proved very popular. The inter-
Fac. games, designed primarily for 
those not in the Pennant teams, were 
played on Wednesday afternoons dur-
ing the latter half of the term. The 
Engineers and Meds provided two 
teams of four each, and the Archi-
tects and Dentals, one team each. 
After weeks of hard fought games, 
the Engineer's No. 1 team finally 
came out on top, not having lost a 
match. 

Of the two American doubles 
tournaments, the first was held on 
King's Birthday weekend, and its 
popularity was shown by the fact that 
over 100 persons entered. A smaller, 
but just as important, Women's 
tournament was held simultaneously, 
being won by Misses Mackenzie and 
Finlayson. Messrs. Grey and Grice 
defeated Brophy and Trymore in the 
finals of the Men's competition. 

The other tournament was held on 
Sunday July 20th. This was a sealed 
handicaps event, eventually won by 
McPhate and Shalles. Credit must go 
to the organizers of this tournament 
for their handicapping—only one or 
two games separated the winners from 
other pairs. 

On the 26th August, a vacation 
match was played against Melbourne, 
two men's teams of four players de-
feating the parent body, in one case 
by a set, in the other by three rub-
bers. 

By far the most popular of the 
club's activities was the showing in 
the Chem. theatre on August 5th of 
Slazenger's Davis Cup films, together 
with numerous other entertaining and  

technical films. The actual Cup film 
provided an opportunity for those 
who had not seen the Davis Cup 
matches at Kooyong to observe the 
brilliant play of the world's number 
one amateur, and also to observe the 
centre theory extensively used by 
Schroeder in his match. For the for-
tunate ones who had seen the tie, it 
provided a recapitulation of a stan-
dard of play rarely seen in Australia. 
The Donald Budge coaching film was 
also very instructive. 

The club was extremely fortunate 
in obtaining a visit, on 1st October, 
by M,r. Aub. Willard, a leading 
N.S.W. professional coach and brother 
of a former Olympic and Davis Cup 
player. He gave a talk on the funda-
mentals of the game, and then gave 
members of the teams and others a 
few hints on their weaknesses in about 
15 minutes' private coaching. 

It was hoped that a squash and 
tennis ladder would be instituted this 
year, but as yet the club's efforts have 
been of no avail. 

The Club's short career for 1947 
virtually came to a close on October 
4th, when a dinner for the tennis 
teams was given at the "Grand"—
there were NO speeches.  

oval bedecked in all its glory for the 
year's gala sporting festival. 	The 
splendid scene was one of freshly 
painted posts (tinted a delicate 
white) , hurdles, and precision laid 
running tracks, around all of which 
swarmed hosts of competitors in 
multi-colored singlets, sweaters and 
blazers. Ideal weather prevailed and 
a complete programme had been or-
ganized by the committee. 

The afternoon's entertainment ran 
well to schedule, and amongst other 
fine performances the following seem 
worthy of mention: John Bartram 
(well known amateur sprinter) 
achieved the sprinter's triple crown. 
In the hundred, slow to start, and 
even slower to get into full stride, 
he just managed to stave off strong 
challenges from the five other com- 
petitors and gain the title. 	The 
official winning distance was stated 
to be 9 yards, and the fast time of 
9.9 secs was recorded. The "furlong" 
was a similar tense struggle, with 
Bartram again receiving the verdict 
in the time of 22.1 secs. However 
the surprise of the meeting was his 
taking of the quarter title. After 
running into only fifth position in 
the heat (won in the slow time of 
69.7 secs on the previous Sunday) , 
the obviously tired Bartram amazed 
spectators and competitors alike by 
romping home the quarter in 50.1 
secs. He was later reprimanded by 
the stewards for his showing on the 
Sunday. 

Another noteworthy performance 
was the superbly timed and brilliantly 
sustained finishing burst by Geoff 
Witten, which carried him to the 
front of the strong field of 28 to 
take the 440 yards handicap title. 
The onlookers were truly amazed! 

Ken Preston obtained a good double 
by winning both the 880 and mile 
in easy style, and with better com-
petition would without doubt have 
registered better times. 

The surprise of the afternoon was 
the appearance at the stadium of 
veteran marathon walker John 
Thwaites. He had been expected to 
complete the last leg of his "around 
Sunraysia stroll" and arrive at the 
Branch during half time of the fol-
lowing Saturday's football match. He 
had thus bettered his estimated time 
by three days, one hour, thirty seven 
minutes, fifteen point four seconds. 
When interviewed by that noted 
sporting commentator, Mr. Norm 
(Mel) Olver, Thwaites stated his in-
tention of bettering this performance 
in the '48 event. 

A tragic note was brought to the 



afternoon's festivities by the ghastly 
wound Rob Slater administered to 
himself during the course of the hop, 
step and jump championship. 

At the conclusion of the meeting 
Certificates were presented to win-
ners and place-getters in all events 
by Mrs. Rogers. 

The trophy for annual inter-faculty 
competition, generously donated by 
Mr. Colin Bowring, was won by the 
Medical Faculty, and John Bartram, 
who received the trophy on behalf 
of the Meds, led three cheers for Mrs. 
Rogers. 

The Branch fielded four represen-
tatives in the inter-Varsity Athletic 
Meeting held during first term. Out-
standing performances were put up 
by John Bartram and Dorothy Bail-
hache. John romped home comfort-
ably to win the 440 yards and suf-
fered narrow defeats at the hands of 
N.S.W. crack sprinter John Treloar 
in the 100 and 220 yards, both of 
which were run in record time. Dot 
won the women's discus throw title, 
and was also placed in the shot putt 
and javelin events. John Gutteridge 
also put up a very creditable per-
formance to run into fourth place be-
hind two of Australia's outstanding 
men in the 120 yards hurdles. Rob 
Slater, interviewed after the high 
jump, stated that, had be not been 
suffering severe pain from his injured 
leg, he felt confident that he could 
have gained better than sixth position 
in the event. Indeed he was of the 
opinion that he may even have gained 
fifth position. 

In conclusion, the Athletic Club 
would like to extend its sincerest 
thanks to Mesdames Rogers and Bar-
beris; Mr Bowring; Messrs Olver and 
Nettle and to the timekeepers, re-
corders and many others, both staff 
and students, who so willingly helped 
us in so many different ways to make 
the athletic sports such a success. 

Cricket 
Club 

As soon as the football season was 
over, and with the advent of fine 
weather (?), cricketers began to 
show their prowess with bat and ball 
on No. 1 oval. 

From early indications, it was felt 
that difficulty would be experienced 
in fielding teams in the Mildura Dis-
trict Association, due mainly to the 
lack of "through the swot vac." en- 

thusiasts. However, after many dis-
cussions, guesses, etc., we entered two 
teams, a First and Second eleven, in 
the competition. 

We have four practice wickets, 
situated at the rear of No. 3 oval, 
but for the fact that the malthoid 
surface—the type of wicket used in 
this district—has not yet arrived, they 
have been very satisfactory. 

The Committee, elected at a gen-
eral meeting on October 2nd, included 
Mr. W. Kent Tickner as President; 
Mr. B. J. Meredith as ex-officio mem-
ber; and Messrs. Woodward, Faulk-
ner, Sterling, Kirkwood and Merry. 
Before the opening match, Max Wood-
ward, old Geelong Collegian, was 
elected captain of the firsts, and Mr. 
Tickner as captain of the Seconds. 

Our efforts met with varying suc-
cess: the Firsts defeated Merbein on 
the first innings, due mainly to the 
good bowling of Ralph Shalless and 
Bob Faulkner. The seconds were de-
feated in the first innings in their 
opening game with Merbein, but will 
have three more matches in which to 
redeem themselves. 

Although we will be competing in 
only four matches (the long vac. 
will prevent any further participa-
tion) we are looking forward to a 
successful first season of cricket in 
this district. 

Baseball 
Club 

Because of the fact that no base-
ball is played in the Sunraysia Dis-
trict, it was necessary to get to-
gether enough enthusiasts to field at 
least two teams. All in all, about 
twenty-five players and potential 
players turned out to practices, and 
it became possible to play regular cur-
tain-raisers to the Saturday afternoon 
football matches at the Branch. 
Maybe the standard of baseball 
wasn't the highest, but everybody—
players and spectators—got a good 
deal of fun out of the games. 

The season terminated with a 
match between a Mildura team and a 
Melbourne University team, played 
in Melbourne during the second vaca-
tion. Although they lost thirteen to 
ten, the Mildura team was never in 
danger of being overwhelmed by their 
opponents, and really did very well 
for a group of players who have never 
played together as a team before. 

The organization of the club was 
very informal. No committee was 
elected, and the only "official" was 
Jack McDonell, who was elected 
coach for the season. The main value 
of the club was that quite a few 
players for next year's Melbourne 
University teams were recruited, 
these including some very promising 
beginners at the game. 	Taken all 
round, the Basketball Club was a very 
successful venture. 

Rugby Club 
At the beginning of the season, 

difficulty was experienced in produc-
ing enough players to hold regular 
practices, but as the term progressed, 
more players took up the game, and 
a stage was eventually reached 
where practice matches were possible. 
Many had never played before, but 
the few who knew the game under-
took to teach the others. This re-
sulted in consistent evening play, in-
cluding some hazardous practices in 
which much time was spent in avoid-
ing the ill-directed projectiles of some 
reckless golfers. 

Local matches were not possible, 
but two matches were arranged for 
the second term vacation. With this 
end in view, a selection committee 
was formed and a team chosen, cap-
tained by D. M. McDonnell, with 
J. Wardlaw as vice-captain. 

Mildura Branch v Melbourne High 
School: 

Playing short, the Branch side was 
faced with schoolboys, certainly, but 
they were a much more experienced 
team, whose speed, coupled with a 
higher sense of organization, over- 
matched our side. 	However, the 
match was valuable practice and the 
Branch team learned the value of co- 
ordinated play. 	Scores: M.H.S. 16 
points; Branch 11 points. 

Mildura Branch v Melbourne Uni-
versity Seconds: 

This was the match of the season 
as far as the Branch was concerned, 
and starting in good spirits, both 
teams fought hard and fast for the 
possession of the ball. It was clear 
that Melbourne had fielded a strong 
side. Nevertheless the Branch pressed 
into the Melbourne "25", and within 
six minutes of the starting whistle, 
P. Bennett and J. McInnes each broke 
through from the scrum to score. 

Play fluctuated — the Melbourne 
team, with superior back line play, 
broke through often, but Mclnerny, 



full back, was inspiring in his tack-
ling and saved the Branch repeatedly. 

'During the second half, the rugged 
play of the Branch matched the ex-
perience of the Melbourne team, and 
in a fine forward movement, F. An-
dersen broke loose to score in the 
corner. The try was unconverted. 
Melbourne replied with a fast back 
line manoeuvre, and their winger 
scored to equalise. 	Shortly after- 
wards, the whistle for "No side," but 
it was agreed to play for a further 
ten minutes. 

Both sides put all they had into the 
game, McPherson, dribbling the ball, 
gathered it and gained the line for 
our third try. However, victory was 
not to be ours for inside two minutes 
of the final whistle, Melbourne scored 
again and the game resulted in a 
draw. 

No notes would be completed with-
out a word of thanks to Rob Robson, 
who initiated Rugby at the Branch. 
He arranged the practices and the 
matches, but was unable to play in a 
match because of injury. 

We hope, now that the precedent 
has been established, that Rugby will 
continue to be played at the Branch 
for years to come, and that matches 
such as that with Melbourne will be-
come fixtures. 

Golf Club 
This year, 1947, marked the open-

ing of the Mildura Branch University, 
and probably more important (and 
much to the sorrow of the local in-
habitants), a Golf Club was formed, 
the Warden being elected as Presi-
dent (with no opposition), and some 
other bloke as secretary. 

The Club, with all its talent, the 
lowest score being about the hundred 
(but some extremely talented "white" 
ball hitters did beat 100?), proceeded 
to shatter all records. Every Wed-
nesday (not with special bus) they 
proceeded to the Riverside Golf Club 
to rebuild the fairways, removing 
great pieces of turf from the spots 
laid out for them by the course de-
signer, and so building another trap 
for the unsuspecting sucker. 	All 
this construction was accompanied, of 
course, by the usual string of vocab-
dead, or of other golfers. However, 
with scores terrific for any but our 
famous club, conscientious members 
battled and dug their way around the 
course, finishing in the normal way 
by saying "not a bad day; only lost 
eight balls and didn't break a club." 

On these outings, a competition 
was run each week, comprising of 
bogey, stroke and best ball, a trophy 
being awarded for the "lucky" people 
involved, who were: J. Rolland (3) ; 
I. Deravin pi); J. Armour; G. Car-
bines; R. White; M. Phillips; N. 
Blennerhassett. Yes, that's right, the 
trophies were Beer Mugs. But so are 
the golfers at the 19th. 

An ex-Service day was held at Mil-
dura Golf Club and the Branch's 
"boys" trotted along in full force, 
much, as has been said, to the sorrow 
of the locals, for the "golfers" 
brought back two, or was it three, 
prizes. Mr. Ces Hughes (and he was 
not a ring-in) shattered all records 
and romped home with the first 
trophy, a Bobby Locke wood. He 
was shown how to use it later on. 
Also, J. Serpell collected a nice sugar 
bowl, to obtain the look of "my 
favourite boy" from his mother. It 
has been told to me that one of the 
members of our famous club fanned 
the ball on the tee with several vicious 
swings, in the true University 
"spirit". The excuse, again in the 
true spirit ,was "Couldn't see; any-
way had to give the others a chance." 

A Returned Servicemen's day at 
Red Cliffs was also attended, where 
the 19th was played and replayed all 
day, much to the delight of all con-
cerned. Here, although no trophies 
were collected, it was voted a good 
day for the "church." 

So, all you unlucky fellow in-
mates who were unfortunate enough 
not to belong to our club, or even 
more unfortunate not to be able to 
play this educational game, practise 
up over the vac. and join next year. 
We'll all be here to form a bigger, 
better and brighter golf club, which 
may not go down in the history of 
the Branch, as will this year's talent. 

Boat Club 
The Boat Club was formed at a 

meeting held on April 14th, 1947, 
and a temporary committee was 
elected and authorized to clarify 
arrangements made by the Warden 
with the Mildura Rowing Club for 
the use of boats and Club House 
facilities. A list of novices and ex-
perienced (?) oarsmen was prepared 
and it was seen that there was a 
potential membership of about one 
hundred. 

The first crews took the water on 
the 16th April, and thereafter during 
first term an average of forty bodies  

was to be Observed toiling manfully 
on the lively waters of the Murray 
on Wednesday and Saturday after-
noons, with some enthusiasts on Sun-
day afternoon. After further consul-
tation with the Mildura Club the fleet 
was reduced, and Saturday afternoons 
withdrawn, as such large numbers has 
not been foreseen in the initial 
scheme. 

On June 6th another meeting was 
held, and, on the recommendation of 
the temporary committee, the follow-
ing office bearers weer elected: Cap-
tain, G. O'Day; Vice-captain, J. Gut-
teridge; Secretary, O. Coultman, and 
three committee members. At this 
meeting the Captain introduced Lake 
I-awthorne as a possible venue for 
rowing, suggested as being closer to 
home by Mildura's Captain, Mr. Mills. 

Second term saw a little activity, 
but lack of boats proved to be a 
great hurdle and enthusiasm waned. 
During the winter months a few 
members rowed in Club races at 
Saturday meetings with members 
of the Mildura Club, but coach-
ing was not carried out after the sec-
ond week of term. With the close 
of the term, two boats, purchased 
from M.U.B.C., arrived and were 
stored in the Mildura shed pending 
repairs to damage sustained on their 
journey up. At the same time, two 
working parties of club members 
cleared an area for the Club House 
at Lake Hawthorn. By third term 
the Lake project was well under way, 
and the shed was erected by the sec-
ond week. The third boat purchased 
by the Sports Union also arrived from 
Ballarat, and the Club moved into its 
new quarters just prior to the swot 
vac. Mr. Pyke was approached by 
the committee and requested to join 
the Club "Ex Officio", which he did. 

On 14th September, a dozen mem-
bers attended the opening day regatta 
of the newly formed Cardross Row-
ing Club, and spent quite a pleasant, 
if strenuous, afternoon. Messrs. Hill 
and Cole were the star performers, 
and everyone managed to recover in 
the normal oarsman's manner after 
the afternoon's toil. 

During the year several smoke 
social evenings were held by the Mil-
dura club, and the M.U.M.B.B.C. 
was not unrepresented at these happy 
gatherings. 

Despite the difficulty of not hav-
ing our own oars or boats, the year's 
rowing cannot be written off as a loss, 
as the early months of the year were 
quite fruitful. For future years, a 
club house close to the Branch is 
provided, so that the pioneer year has 
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provided another facility for those 
who follow on. 

Our thanks are due to the Warden, 
without whom we could ha v e 
achieved nothing, Mr. Meredith, Mr. 
Hislop, who handled the Club House, 
and to the committee and members 
of the Mildura Club who were the 
means by which rowing was able to 
get started at the Branch. In par-
ticular we thank the Captain of the 
Mildura Rowing Club, Mr. Cliff Mills, 
who was principal guide, philosopher 
and friend to the newest Club in the 
district. 

Hockey Club 
This year being the first year of 

inception of the club within this 
Branch, we have crawled through the 
initial stages of formation, and have 
completed a successful year, not with-
out difficulties, but with whole-
hearted co-operation from all mem-
bers, Union officials and University 
authorities ,in laying the foundation 
of country hockey. 	• 

With no country competition ex-
isting in Mildura, we found that we 
were faced with even more difficulties 
than those normally found in com-
mencing a new club, and at our pri-
mary meeting we decided that our job 
this year would be to establish the 
game within the Branch. 

At our inaugural meeting, fifteen 
students were present, and under the 
guidance of Mr. Meredith, Sub Dean, 
we elected a temporary committee, 
which was to set the club on its feet, 
organise activities, and call a general 
meeting. We were singularly for-
tunate in finding such an enthusiastic 
committee and much of the credit 
goes to those members who took on 
the job. At the next meeting the 
Club was formed and a committee 
elected for the year. 	Some thirty 
members were present, and quite a 
deal of interest had been fostered in 
the club. 

To give interest to the new venture, 
a match was arranged against the 
Women's team, and though we 
trounced them severely, fairly or 
foully, an enjoyable afternoon was 
had by all concerned. To the 
Women's Club we must say "thank 
you", especially for lending us private 
sticks. 

We commenced the season with 
inter-Faculty matches, but owing to 
the uneven distribution of talent, the 
committee was forced to seek some 
other method of competition and de- 

cided to introduce a premiership com-
petition. 

For this purpose the club members 
(now in the vicinity of 40 active play-
ers) were divided as evenly as pos-
sible into three team, known as Red, 
White, and Blue teams. Fixtures for 
Wednesday and Saturday matches 
were drawn up, with one team stand-
ing down on each day. This com-
petition resulted in White team carry-
ing off the honours, and had the 
desired effect, for it stimulated the 
enthusiasm within the club, and 
caused our membership to increase to 
just on sixty playing members. This 
last fact was caused mainly by the 
ruling that each team, once estab-
lished, could recruit its own members, 
uncovering talent that would have 
otherwise remained hidden. 

During the First Term vacation, 
the club arranged a match against 
the M.U. "B" Grade team, and gave 
a creditable performance in drawing 
"one each" with them. Our return 
match, in the second vac., was not so 
fortunate; for owing to a considerably 
weakened side through faculty trips to 
"centres of interest" many of our 
players were not available, and the 
match resulted in a defeat. 

At the Varsity carnival, held in 
Melbourne during the second term 
vacation, one of our members played 
in the Melbourne team. 

This report can hardly close with-
out a vote of thanks to Dr. "Spudda" 

Thwaites, who delivered a very inter-
esting talk to the club in the second 
term. His excellent talk, willing 
criticism, and untiring umpiring were 
appreciated. 

We hope that when members of 
this club migrate to Melbourne next 
year, we will form a substantial body 
of that club and carry on the 
friendship that has been formed on 
the field here. In conclusion we would 
like to thank Mr. Meredith, Mr. Car-
ter, Mr. Bothroyd and members of 
the Union staff for their willing as-
sistance throughout the season. 

Soccer Club 
The Club was brought into being 

on May 1, under the care of a tem-
porary committee. 

Several inter-faculty matches were 
played and these showed the over-
whelming superiority of the Archi-
tects over the Medical and Dental 
Faculties, except on one occasion 
when the former suffered a crushing 
defeat—maybe there were not so 
many Engineers to help out that day. 

The permanent committee was 
hard put to find outside clubs to play. 
Apparently the Victorian does not re-
gard this noble and difficult game 
worth his while—or perhaps he has 
not the head for it. 



Aa match was finally arranged 
against the Melbourne Branch of this 
University and was played at Middle 
Park during the Second vac. Eleven 
men from the Mallee turned up and 
two supporters. During the first half 
neither side scored, the "red dust-ers" 
keeping Melbourne on the run. We 
even managed to outrun them prob-
ably due to our superior training in 
trying to make lectures at 0905. 
Early in the second half Robson 
managed to hit someone's boot with 
his knee and was forced to go off. 
Melbourne very decently offered to  

play one of their reserves and with a 
re-organised field we carried on. 

Melbourne scored after this and we 
attacked, clearing the ball to the right 
wing where Ralph German scored in 
a cross goal shot. The ball then 
found itself in our goal area rather 
regularly and many times it was 
cleared rather brilliantly by goalie 
Alec. Davis. Melbourne scored once 
more about fifteen minutes before 
time, but for us the occasion did not 
arise again. 

• One thing is abundantly clear and 
that is that the lack of practice in 

match play made the season not quite 
as successful as it might have been. 

In Third Term the club went into 
hibernation and it found the Sec-
retary only racking his brains to think 
up the minutes of the meetings held 
during the year. Moral—All Sec-
retaries beware! Make up the min-
utes as you go. 

The Committee desires to thank all 
those who have helped the Club find 
its feet, particularly the bloke whose 
ear they punished mercilessly and also 
the referee, who caters. 

PETER SOREL, Secy. 

Women's Sports Report 
President: Miss Brenda Paine, rep-

resenting Basketball. 

Secretary: Miss Patti Rogers, rep-
resenting Baseball. 

Committee: Miss Dorothy Bail-
hache, representing Tennis; Miss Bar-
bara Maw, representing Hockey; Miss 
Margaret Mackenzie, representing 
Athletics. 

This Committee was elected pro-
visionally at the beginning of the year 
to organise Sport amongst the women, 
and was re-elected permanently at 
the beginning of second term. 

BASEBALL 

Very little baseball has been played 
by the women of the Branch this 
year, as we arrived up here so late. 
This was played during first term, 
and, like the rest of the Branch at 
this stage, it was very primitive. The 
equipment not having arrived at the 
Union then, we had to make do with 
whatever we could get. Thus, for a 
bat we used a soft-ball bat borrowed 
from the Mildura High School, and 
for a ball, a hockey-ball. 	Besides 
lack of equipment, there were not 
enough base-ball enthusiasts among 
the women to make up two full 
teams, so that the game was played 
under definite difficulties. However, 
several very enjoyable afternoons were 
spent at this sport before hockey was 
started. 

HOCKEY 

Hockey was commenced towards 
the end of first term, and continued 
until the end of second term. The 
hockey was of a fairly high standard, 
as there were several Inter-Varsity 
players among the staff, and many of  

the students had played in the first 
elevens at their schools. Practices 
were held regularly on Wednesday af-
ternoons, and we were lucky in hav-
ing enough enthusiasts to enable us 
to field two teams. During the sea-
son a number of matches was played 
—several serious ones against local 
teams; and some against teams fielded 
by other sections of the Branch. One 
of our most notable matches was that 
against the Dental Students, played 
at the end of the season. The Dentals 
(or should I revert to their more truly 
descriptive name--"Mentals") took 
the field clothed in any odd scraps 
of feminine attire they could lay their 
hands on; while among the Women 
could be seen anything from bathing 
"beauties" to footballers. The "Men-
tals", with more dash than science, 
then proceeded to run us off our feet, 
defeating us 1-0. Our goalie spent 
most of her time down the wrong 
end of the field, trying to achieve the 
ultimate aim of every goalie — to 
score a goal! 

We would like to congratulate 
Dorothy Bailhache, who played two 
matches with the Melbourne team at 
the Inter-Varsity Hockey Carnival. 

Results of Matches 
Mildura High School drew with 

University 	  	4 4 
University d. High School 
University, d. Rangers 	  	3 1 
University, d Bameria 	 2 1 
Women Students d Women 

Staff 	  	5 2 
Men d Women 	  	7 0 
Men d Women 	  	4 0 

TENNIS 

As our Tennis representative, 
Dorothy Bailhache was elected to the 
Branch Tennis Club Committee and  

became Secretary of this Club. Dur-
ing the year some of the women 
played regularly in the pennant tennis 
teams, and we played two matches 
against the Mildura High School, and 
were defeated each time. These 
matches were played in conjunction 
with both hockey and basketball 
matches, and we endeavoured not to 
play anyone in more than one team 
—it seems that our pennant players 
are hockey and basketball enthusiasts 
too! 

On Monday, June 16, a Women's 
Doubles Tournament was held in 
conjunction with the Men's Tourna-
ment. The winners were Mary Fin-
layson and Margaret Mackenzie who 
remained through their six rounds. 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day 
despite the ;interference of a high 
wind. 

BASKETBALL 

The basketball team, such as it was, 
played five matches. Unfortunately 
the majority of those interested in 
sport prefer hockey, and it was hard 
to find the necessary seven for our 
first match. 

After a thorough defeat by the 
High School, (32-5), a much needed 
second goaler was discovered in the 
Physics Department, and, although 
beaten again by both the Rangers and 
the High School, there was a great 
improvement in team work. The re-
turn match against the Rangers, 
played at the Branch, was our only 
victory. 

Highlight of the season was a 
match against the Melbourne Uni-
versity team, who descended upon us 
on their return from Adelaide—
where they had won the Intervarsity 
Carnival—expecting to find a basket- 
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SECONDS FOOTBALL TEAM, 1947. 

ball team of the same standard as the 
football team (a standard, which, of 
course no basketball team could ever 
hope to attain!). 

The scarcity of players being even 
more acute than usual, Mr. Faulkner 
kindly acted as goaler until relieved 
by two of the girls. At half time, 
despite vocal encouragement, the 
home team was down 35-1. At 
this stage of the game the football 
team took over. We returned to the 
court "reinforced" by Mr. Faulkner 
arrd Mr. Thwaites, whose marking 
proved most helpful. Mr. Slater, dis-
approving of our advantage, came to 
the assistance of Melbourne. How-
ever, even with our extra rovers, Mr 
Jude's fine marking and throwing 
from his precarious position at the 
goal mouth, and a few judiciously 
placed obstacles on Melbourne's goal 
ring, we were beaten 40-19. Need-
less to say, "a good time was had by 
all"; and we would like to thank  

those of the stronger sex, who, so 
willingly, and oh! so ably, entertained 
the girls, who returned to Melbourne 
with, we hope, a good impression of 
the Branch. 

ATHLETICS 

The Women's Athletics Sports were 
held in conjunction with the Men's 
towards the end of the first term on 
the afternoon of May 21. The 
athletics was not of a very high stan-
dard as training beforehand was not 
at all intensive. 	Margaret Norris 
stood out for her performances in 
various events, while Judith Noske 
proved her self to be the best sprinter. 

Dorothy Bailhache also proved her 
athletic ability when she represented 
Melbourne at the Intervarsity Sports 
during the first vacation. She gained 
a first in the discus throw and a sec-
ond in the javelin throw. 

Results: 
100 yards Championship: (1) J. 

Noske, (2) P. Gladwell, (3) B. 
Paine (13.7). 

100 yards Handicap: (1) M. Finla-
son, (2) P. Gladwell, (3) B. Paine. 
(13.4). 

High Jump: (1) M. Norris, (2) 
P. Gladwell, (3) W. Griffiths. (4'5"). 

Broad Jump: (1) M. Norris, (2) 
M. Sanders, (3) W. Griffiths (13'3") . 

Discus Throw: (1) D. Bailhache, 
(2) M. Norris, (3) M. Finlason. 
(62'61").  

Javelin Throw: (1) M. Norris, (2) 
D. Bailhache, (3) M. Barr. 

Baseball Throw: 	(1) M. Norris, 
(2) D. Bailhache, (3) P. Rogers, 
(176'4") . 

Sack Race: (1) P. Gladwell, (2) 
M. Norris, (3) S. Coombes. 

Potato Race: (1) M. Lawrence, 
(2) P. Gladwell. 





TEXT BOOKS 

CHESHIRES STOCK ALL PRESCRIBED 

TEXT BOOKS 

AVAILABLE IN ALL SUBJECTS 

Large stocks are arriving by each mail. 	Use our specialised system of booking 

orders, these we attend to in strict rotation. 	Place your order early. 

USED UNIVERSITY 

BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

F. W. CHESHIRE 
PTY. LTD. 

338 LITTLE COLLINS STREET 
(Opposite McEwan's) 

MELBOURNE 

a 



Precision 
Drawing 

Equipment 
FOR 

University Courses 
MATHEMATICAL INSTRUMENTS 

British made, well tooled instruments in velvet lined cases, suitable for Diploma and Degree Courses. 

SLIDE RULES 
Thornton and Dualface Rules for Engineering, Electrical and Statistical work. 

ADJUSTABLE SET SQUARES 
Thornton "Kinwest" Adjustable Set Squares — 7 inch and 10 inch. 

SCALE RULES 
Accurately engraved Celluloid Rules. 	English and Australian Boxwood Scales. 

FOUNTAIN PENS AND PROPELLING PENCILS 
All standard available makes of Fountain Pens and Propelling Pencils. 

We will be pleased to quote for all Drawing Equipment and General Stationery Supplies, on request. 

Norman  Bros. Pty. Ltd. 
Manufacturing Stationers, Printers and Importers 

60-62 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, C.1. 
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When in Melbourne . . 
Reminiscences of your first year in Mildura 
will naturally be topical at the University of 
Melbourne during the leisure hours of second 
year's studies. 
You'll recall with pleasure the congenial atmo-
sphere and co-operative service you experienc-
ed at Maples in Mildura—but do you realise 
that in the heart of Melbourne (Maples, 
Bourke Street) the same spirit pervades—as 
in all Maples branches. 

Everything in apparel and soft goods is avail-
able with courtesy—an integral part of the 
Maples Policy. 

Maples 
Bourke Street 

Successors to 

Love and Lewis 

Melbourne's Leading House For : 

SCIENTIFIC & OPTICAL INSTRUMENTS 
AND STUDENTS' SUPPLIES 

WE STOCK: 

Scientific and Technical Books 

Microscopes and Accessories 

Diagnostic Sets, Spectroscopes, Etc. 

A iso 

Surveying and Engineering Instruments 

Mathematical Instruments Sets, Slide Rules, Etc. 

Agents for: E. R. Watts & Son &. Chas. Baker, London; Henry Wild Inst. 

Cu., Switzerland; Chesterman, Sheffield; Broadhurst Clarkson, Lon-

don; W. H. Harling, and Many Other Firms of High Repute. 

Call or Write for Particulars 

N. H. SEWARD PTY. LTD. 
457 BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE. MU 6129 



" PACIFIC 	VICTORY " 

by 

HUGH BUGGY 

Provides a comprehensive cover of the entire Pacific Campaign. 

At _east we have the authentic and comprehensive story of Australia's part in the War 
against Japan. 	Every campaign against the Japs from Malaya to Tokio Bay, is fea- 
tured in this brightly written yet accurate history. 	"Pacific Victory" should be in the 

possession of every Australian. 

302 Pages. 	Profusely Illustrated. 

Price 2/6 (Postage 3zd extra). 

THE BOOK FOR EVERY AUSTRALIAN 

THE AUSTRALIAN POCKET LIBRARY 
Banfield, E. J.—Confessions of a Beachcomber 2/- 

Bean, C. E. W.—On the Wool Track 	1/9 

Casey, G.—It's Harder for Girls .. 	.. 	1/6 
Clune, F.—Dig 	.. 	.. 	.. 	 1/9 
Dennis, C. J.—The Sentimental Bloke .. 	. 	1/6 
Eldershaw, M. B.—The Glasshouse .. .. .. 	1/11 
Franklin, M.—Old Blastus of Bandicoot .. 	1/11 
Hancock, W. K.—Australia 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	1/11 
Hill, Ernestine—Ports of Sunset Illustrated 	1/6 
Lawson, H.—On the Track .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	. . 	1/6 

Lawson, H.—Winnowed Verses .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 
McKeown, K.—Insect Wonders of Australia 

Mann, L.—Flesh in Armour 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 
Murdoch, W.—Selected Essays .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 
Palmer, Vance.—The Passage 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 
Pritchard, K. S.—Haxby's Circus .. 	.. 	.. 	. 

Taylor, P. G.—Call to the Winds .. .. 	.. 	.. 
Warburton, C.—Buffaloes 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 
Wood, G. A.—Voyage of the Endeavour 

1/3 

1/6 

1/8 

1/9 

i/11 

1/11 

1/6 

1/ß 

1/3 

The above 19 Australian Classics, post free, for 
wooden Bookstand to hold these 

34/-. 	Purchasers of a set may obtain a nice. 
volumes for 2/6 only, plus freight. 

ROBERTSON & MULLENS LIMITED 
107-113 ELIZABETH STREET - 	- MELBOURNE, C.1. 



"Na Tyme Like The Present" 
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TIME TO THRIVE 
TIME is precious; do not waste it. Do with 

all your might what your hand finds to do, 

and feel a joy in doing it. 

Do not drift; have a purpose in life; fill 

your heart and mind with interests which 

tend in some way towards the greater good 

of your fellows; occupy your spare hours in 

useful fashion. 

Waste not your money; SAVE it; make this 

the habit of your life for by SAVING NOW 

you safeguard the future. 

The State 
Savings Bank 
Of Victoria 
"Save At This Bank" 

H. B. SELBY & Co 
PTY. LTD. 

Suppliers of 

• MICROSCOPES 

• SLIDES AND COVER GLASSES 

• MAGNIFYING GLASSES 

• DISSECTING INSTRUMENTS 

• LABORATORY GLASSWARE 

and 

• CHEMICALS 

393 Swanston Street 

MELBOURNE 

Phone: FJ. 3661 (5 lines) 



RADIO 
A beautiful range of sets in 

attractive cabinet designs, giving clear recep-
tion with long life! 

You see them Everywhere--- 
The Popular Choice 	1 1 

SPORTS GOODS 

EQUIPMENT FOR TENNIS, 

CRICKET, FISHING, ETC. 

IN FACT 

EVERYTHING FOR 

EVERY SPORT! 

CYCLES 
BUILT TO LAST 

A LIFETIME ! 

MEN'S, 
WOMEN'S AND 

CHILDREN'S 
MODELS. 

R 
T 
L 

Hartleys Ltd., 270 Flinders Street, Melbourne — Manufacturers and Importers, distribute their 

ranges throughout the Commonwealth. 



from 

Foremost in Australia 

For 

Educational and 

Technical Literature 
O it2tce 

l% 
are 

GIFTS TO BE 

ADMIRED 

Technical Book 
And 

Magazine Co. 

EXCLUSIVE GIFTS FOR ALL 

• HANDBAGS 

• EMBROIDERY 

• HANDCRAFT 

• PICTURES 295, 297 AND 299 SWANSTON STREET 

(Opp. Old Melbourne Hospital) 

MELBOURNE, C.l. JOANNE GIFT SHOP 

Telephones' CENTRAL 2051 — CENTRAL 3881 114 Burwood Road — Hawthorn 



Medical Text Books 
ARE OBTAINABLE FROM 

ALLAN GRANT 

Medical Agent 
54 COLLINS STREET 

MELBOURNE 

Phone—Central 4171 

Telegrams—"Allgra," Melbourne 

Medical Students 
After finalising your Medical Course, I hope 

to have the pleasure of arranging your locum 
engagements. 
Why not become acquainted? 
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To the Medical and Dental Profession 

May we draw your attention to the fact that 

VIOGEN BLUE 

TOOTHPASTE 

contains the 2 well-known antiseptic dyes 

CRYSTALLVIOLETT & BRILLANTGRUN 

Their healing powers and antiseptic properties 
are well known to the Medical and Dental 
profession throughout the world. 

Also that 

Viogen Blue Toothpaste 

has always contained 

SODIUM RICINOLEATE 
well known for its healing and cleansing 

properties. 

IOCEN 
BLUE 

TOOTHPASTE 

Wholly set up and printed by New Sunraysia Daily, Deakin Avenue, Mildura; Photo-
blocks and offset printing prepared and executed by Colortone Publicity, for the Editors 
of "Dust", annual magazine of the University of Melbourne, Mildura Branch. 

December, 1947   




