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THE LOCO THEATRE 
Cleanliness Comfort Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures 

PROGRAMME CHANGED 

Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten 

UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL 

UNIONISTS, you know what the 
above means. Whether you are in 
the Railways Service or any other 
calling, UNIONISM and all it 
stands for deserves your UNITED 
SUPPORT. If you do not give it, 
then you are helping the other side 
and all it stands for, i.e., Cheap 
Labour and Sweated Conditions. 
The Theatrical Employees' Associa-
tion have fought hard in the Arbi-
tration Court for what it has got; 
help them to keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia 
has the necessity for Unity been 
greater. So pass the word to the 
boys and your families to. 

Support The Loco 

TWICE WEEKLY 

g  
$ 

 

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE 
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The Footplate 
"They are slaves who will not dare 

All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

MANAGERIAL NOTES 

"The Footplate" is published 
monthly. 

All Branch Secretaries and Execu-
tive Officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name and address to 
them. We do the rest. 

'Phone: F 2235. 
Literary.—To ensure publication 

contributions must be in not later 
than 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that "The 
Footplate" is sent to their private ad-
dress, and not to Loco. Sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, 
and forward same also to their 
Branch Secretary. 

JOIN THE 

Loco Self-Denial Fund 
NO ENTRANCE FEE. 

CONTRIBUTIONS .. . .. 9d. WEEK 
BENEFITS .. .. X2/2/- per Week 

DEATH LEVY: 
1/- per Member upon the death of a 

Member or upon the death of a 
Member's wife. 

Over 900 Members have joined this 
Fund. 

Get a RULE BOOK on joining. 

DO IT NOW AND HELP 
YOURSELF. 

T. DAWSON, Secretary, 
19 Tennyson St., Seddon, W.11 

ASSIST YOUR BRANCH 
SECRETARY BY PAYING 
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 

QUARTERLY. 

"TIME MARCHES ON" 

The "Footplate" Says Farewell To Its 
Readers 

With this issue, "The Footplate" will cease publication—not 
because it has out-lived its usefulness, nor yet achieved its object—
but because it is to be incorporated in a larger and better publica-
tion, "The Locomotive Journal." 

F -jr over twenty years. "The Footplate" has been the official 
organ of the Victorian Division. During this period it has played 
an important part in the life of the Division, and has contributed, 
in no small measure, to the industrial, financial and numerical 
improvement of the Division and its members. 

Whilst dealing with the immediate needs of members, "The 
Footplate" never lost sight of the ultimate aim of the worker—the 
socialisation of industry. It can be truly said that the paper 
justified its existence, and has provided a medium whereby mem-
bers were kept informed of the achievements and policy of the 
Division. 

"The Footplate" will be replaced by the "Australian Locomo-
tive Journal," which will incorporate "The Headlight" the official 
organ of the Queensland Division, and "The Locomotive Jou rnal," 
the official organ of the New South Wales Division, but the first 
few issues will be called "The Locomotive Journal" to comply with 
the provisions of the Postal regulations. 

The new Journal will enable members to become more closely 
acquainted with the work of the Federal Union and the Divisions 
and will supply a long-felt need for the Divisions of West Australia, 
South Australia, Tasmania and the Commonwealth, who have not 
had a paper previously. 

In accordance with the advice of the Federal Union's Solicitor, 
"The Australian Locomotive Enginemen's Newspaper Company Pty. 
Ltd. " has been formed to control the new publication, the Board 
of Directors being the Federal Executive and the Managing Direc-
tor, Mr. J. M. Galvin, who will also be Editor. 

In conclusion, "The Footplate" extends its sincere thanks to 
all whose valuable assistance, rendered in many and varied ways, 
has made its publication so successful, and trusts that the same 
loyal assistance will be transferred to its successor. 

THE FOOTPLATE. September 8, 1938. 
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Replies from the Commissioners 
IMPROVEMENTS NORTH LOCO 

Secretary's Office, 
Spencer Street, 

Melbourne, C.1. 
17th August, 1938. 

Mr. W. C. H. Collins, 
Divisional Secretary A.F.U.L.E. 

Dear Sir,—Adverting to the rep-
resentations made at a deputation to 
the Chairman on the 29th ultimo that 
the proposed improvements at North 
Melbourne Locomotive Depot, as pre-
viously listed be expedited, I am 
directed to inform you that the 
Commissioners have now, approved of 
the following items, and instructions 
have been issued for the work to be 
undertaken: 

Item No. 3.—Provision of  electric 
light on Turnery wall. 

Item No. 4.—Raising of floor level 
at boiler corner of shed. 

Item No. 15•b.—Provision of facili-
ties for heating food; electric pie 
warmer is to be installed.—Yours 
faithfully, 
(Sgd.) E. C. EYERS, Secretary. 

LOADED RATE PREVENTS 
TRANSFER. 

Commissioners' Office, 
Spencer Street, Melbourne, C.1. 

12th August, 1938. 
Mr. W. C. H. Collins, 

Divisional Secretary, A.F.U.L.E. 
Dear Sir,—Your request for an in-

terview concerning the desire of 
Hostler Nichols, of Ballarat, to be 
appointed the position of fitter's 
assistant at Benalla has been 
referred to me by the Staff 
Board, and I regret that it will not 
be practicable to arrange for an in-
terview this week. I have, however, 
gone fully into the matter and the 
Commissioners are unable to see their 
way to approve of Hostler Nichols 
being transferred to a position which 
would involve an increase of 1/- per 
day in the loading of his rate. The 
Commissioners are of opinion that 
the appointment of a permanent fire-
man to the Benalla position would deal 
with the situation, on sound lines in 
that such a course would bring about 

CORR & CORR'  
BARRISTERS & SOL'CITORS 

104 QUEEN STREET 
MELBOURNE 

PHONE : CENT. 223 (2.LINEç) 

the utilisation of a competent man 
for the train running requirements of 
that depot.—Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) HAROLD CLAPP, Chairman. 

NO FURTHER TRAVEL CONCES- 
SION FOR ELECTRIC TRAIN 

DRIVERS. 

Secretary's Office, 
Spencer Street, Melbourne, C.1. 

9th August, 1938. 
Mr. W. C. H. Collins, 

Divisional Secretary, A.F.U.L.E. 
Dear Sir,—Adverting to the repre-

sentations made at a deputation to 
the Chairman on the 29th ultimo that 
units be not detached from certain 
last trains and that electric train dri-
vers who purchase periodical tickets 
and incur other travel expenses be-
cause of their hours of duty be gran-
ted further concessions, I am directed 
to inform you that these matters have 
been reviewed by the Commissioners 
who regret they are unable to see 
their way to make any further con-
cession in the matter of travel to and  ' 
from duty, or to amend the arrange-
ments governing the attaching and 
detaching of units. The shift con-
ditions relating to the preparation of 
early morning trains, the movement 
of units, and the stabling of electric 
trains on completion of runs, have 
in principle applied for a number of 
years. In the large majority of 
cases, the conditions under notice are 
associated with the stabling of late 
trains and the preparation of early 
trains from which the conditions are 
inseparable, and the Commissioners 
are in consequence unable to see their 
way to make any alteration to the 
existing arrangements.—Yours faith-
fully, 
(Sgd.) E. C. EYERS, Secretary.  

ter has been given further considera-
tion by the Commissioners, who are 
of opinion that action in the direction 
desired is not warranted.—Yours 
faithfully, 

—(Sgd.) E. C. EYERS, Secretary. 

FULL MEDICAL AND HOSPITAL 
EXPENSES APPROVED. 

Secretary's Office, 
Spencer Street, 

Melbourne, C.1. 
15th August, 1938. 

Mr. W. C. H. Collins, 
Divisional Secretary A.F.U.L.E. 
Dear Sir,—Adverting to the repre-

sentations made to the Chairman at 
a deputation from your Organisation 
on the 29th ultimo that Driver W. S. 
Middleton, of Geelong, be paid the 
whole of the medical and hospital ex-
penses incurred by him in connection 
with his operation for hernia, I am 
directed to inform you that the Com-
missioners have now approved of 
Driver Middleton being granted pay-
ment of the full amount involved over 
and above the £10 already allowed . 

viz., £31/0/9, and arrangements are 
now in hand for early payment ac-
cordingly.—Yours faithfully, 

— (Sgd.) E. C. EYERS, Secretary. 

CLAIM FOR ACCIDENT PAY 
DECLINED. 
Secretary's Office, 

Spencer Street, 
Melbourne, C.1. 

16th August, 1938. 
Mr. W. C. H. Collins, 

Divisional Secretary A.F.U.L.E. 
Dear Sir,—Adverting to the re-

presentations made at a deputation to 
the Chairman on the 29th ult., that 
previous injuries aggravated by jarr-
ings of the left leg and hip received by 
Fireman E. Williamson, of Seymour, 
whilst engaged on the Albury passen-
ger running, be accepted as the cause 
of time lost by him from 4/4/38 to 
9/4/38 and 19/4/38 to 13/5/38, I am 
directed to inform you that on the 
19th inst. Fireman Williamson was 
subjected to an X-Ray examination, 
which shows osteroarthritic changes 
in both hips, and also in the lumbar 
vertebrae. 

As the Railways Medical Officer, 
after examination of the plvtes of 
this more extensive X-Ray is of 
opinion that the condition disclosed 
is not due to injury or the jarrings 
referred to, the Commissioners are 
unable to accept liability in this case. 
—Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) E. C. EYERS, Secretary. 

ELECTRIC TRAIN DRIVER'S 
BRAKE VALVE. 

Secretary's Office, 
Spencer Street, 

Melbourne, Cl. 
9th August, 1938. 

Mr. W. C. H. Collins, 
Divisional Secretary A.F.U.L.E. 

Dear Sir,—Adverting to the repre-
sentations made to the Chairman on 
the 29th ultimo at a deputation from 
your Organisation that a covering be 
supplied for the driver's brake valve 
on electric trains to avoid cold and 
numbing effect on the hands, I am 
directed to inform you that this mat- 
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Tests For Defective Valves and 
Axle Boxes 

Q.—Will irregular valve setting af-
fect the steaming efficiency? 

A.—Yes. Irregular setting reduces 
the power and acceleration by reason 
of the back steam pressure and uneven 
turning effort on the crank axle, par-
ticularly with shortened valve travel. 
The draught will be uneven owing 
to the irregular exhaust, and therefore 
combustion will be imperfect and the 
fire will not respond quickly to meet 
the demand on the boiler arising from 
excessive valve travel when required 
for normal work. 

Q.—How is the defective setting 
located to ensure accurate information 
being entered in repair book? 

A.—In all cases the exhaust from 
one end of the cylinder is louder than 
the opposite end. Assuming that 
the loud exhaust occurs when the L.H. 
crank is passing through the back 
centre it would indicate that the L.H. 
front port was taking more steam 
than the back port. The next step 
is to start the engine, and when one 
revolution is completed, shorten the 
valve travel until the left crank passes 
through the forward centre without 
an exhaust being heard. If the sector 
plate at that moment registers a 6 in. 
cut off, the repair book entry should 
read,' "Left hand back port is blind 
with a 6 in. cut off." Should the R.H. 
side be irregular, the same procedure 
must be carried out on that side. 

Q.—What valve trouble would cause 
an engine with a regular beat to be 
weak and sluggish? 

A.—Excessive lead. This may be 
detected by starting the engine and 
shortening the valve travel to about 
9 in. cut off, after completing one 
revolution, and notice the to and fro 
motion imparted to the engine by the 
pistons meeting the opposing force 
of the lead steam too early in the 
stroke. Entry should be "Engine 
does not accelerate with short cut off; 
lead is excessive. 

Q.—What other trouble would cause 
sluggishness? 

A.—Lack of oil to reduce steam 
face friction and to seal the working 
sides from the non-working sides of 
pistons. Restricted ports and blast 
pipe due tô the oil carbonising. 

Q.—Mention the common causes of 
valve setting becoming irregular. 

A.—Engine frame settling down on 
axle boxes will alter the relative po-
sition of valve to valve chamber, on 
account of the former being connected 
to the axle, and the valve chamber 
being attached to the frame. Axle  

box bearings wearing down to mini-
mum thickness. Another cause would 
be  wear  of valve gear, particularly 
eccentrics, which will prevent a posi-
tive movement being transmitted from 
eccentric disc to strap. Butt liners 
being misplaced, or butt nuts loose 
will alter the length of eccentric rods, 
and consequently the position of 
valves in chamber. Driving axle 
boxes knocking will cause the eccen-
trics to register an error in valve 
movement, equal to the slack produc-
ing  _  the knock. These mechanical 
defects should be noted and entered 
when booking valves for re-setting. 

Q.—What would cause axle boxes 
to knock? 

A.—Wedge bolts and side cheeks 
slackening far enough to permit 
wedge to drop and being tightened 
without readjustment of wedge. 
Wedges adjusted too tight caus-
ing faces to wear rapidly, and 
produce uneven clearance. Con-
tinuous brake block pressure of about 
4 or 5 tons per block, holding each 
box against a dry wedge whilst the 
vertical movement of box frame tears 
the faces and drags the wedge down. 
The pounding action of steam pressure 
tends to increase the slack, and the 
cheeks of the box become tapered, 
which makes wedge adjustment diffi-
cult until the boxes are again lined 
up parrallel with the horns. The 
remedy is to keep the slack to the 
minimum by gauging with saw blade 
feeler, oil the cheeks regularly, keep 
axle boxes perfectly clean, and do not 
use the engine brake where train 
brakes can be used. On long, falling 
gradients, vent the engine brake 
cylinder freely, with hand release, 
where it is safe to do during braking 
periods. 

Q.—How can it be ascertained if 
the wedges are too tight? 

A.—As these tests apply to engines 
in running, the riding of the engine 
will instantly reveal any binding 
action in the axle boxes. Lifting the 
wheel with two pinch bars will reveal 
binding action. The cheeks should 
be well oiled, and the box trimmings 
examined to prevent over-heating and 
expansion until wedges are adjusted. 

Q.—Describe the method of testing 
for axle box knocks (oiled boxes). 

A.—Stop engine with L.H. crank 
slightly ahead of bottom quarter, and 
hold with full air brake pressure. 
Use straight air brake where fitted. 
This will exert a pressure of 4 or 5 
tons on every coupled wheel, and force  

the axle boxes back, closing up all 
slack between the axle box, wedge 
and horn. A hack saw blade must 
not then enter and pass down between 
the solid horn and axle box  cheek. 
If it does, the wedge must be booked 
for re-adjustment. When the blade 
enter the top, but will not enter 
from the underside or vice-versa, the 
entry should read: "Axle box knock-
ing, worn, tapered." E-Tery box 
requiring wedge attention should be 
chalked "X" on boss of wheel to pre-
vent errors. 

Q.—Is it good practice to book one 
wedge without testing the others? 

A.—No, all boxes should be tested 
as described, haphazard attention to 
axle boxes causes excessive and ir-
regular wear of rod bushes, over-
heating bearings and kindred troubles 
owing to the engine working out of 
alignment. 

Q.—Is it correct to set up axle box 
wedges by sense of touch? 

A.—No, the wedges should be set 
up firmly as possible, then chalked, 
scribed, and drawn down a predeter-
mined distance, which is four eighths 
inch for cold oiled boxes, and nine 
thirty seconds for cold grease fed 
boxes. 

Q.—What is the gauge for grease 
fed boxes? 

A.—The special saw blade should 
enter, and be a firm fit between solid 
horn and cheek, when brake is applied, 
and boxes are cold, but it must not 
enter when the boxes are at normal 
running téinperature. 

Q.—Describe the system of locating 
and measuring the slack in the mo-
tions, to insure accurate entries in the 
repair book. 

A.—Stop engine with L.H. crank 
slightly ahead of bottom quarter; 
close release cocks and hold engine 
with air and hand brakes. Centre 
top crank pin, gudgeon pin, and boss 
of cross-head. Place lever in for-
ward gear and admit  a  volumes of 
steam by opening and shutting regula-
tor smartly. This will drive all slack 
in one direction. With a trammel 
about 8 inches in length, scribe arcs 
(a) from crank pin to rod, (b) from 
gudgeon pin to rod, (c) from gudgeon 
pin to crosshead, (d) from boss of 
crosshead to piston rod. Reverse 
lever and again admit 3 volumes of 
steam. Repeat the arcs from centre 
tops and note the difference in ad-
jacent arcs which will register the 
slack at the various points. The sur-
face for scribing should be chalked 
or blackened with lamp black from 
slush lamp. The former is preferable 
as the arcs remain distinct for the 
fitter's information when the engines 
are stabled. 

Q.—Why is it necessary to trammel 
from gudgeon pin to crosshead as well 
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as from gudgeon pin to connecting 
rod? 

A.—Trammelling from gudgeon pin 
to crosshead will show if pin is firm 
in crosshead. From gudgeon pin to 
connecting rod will indicate the fit 
of little end brasses on gudgeon pin. 

Q.—What error is likely to occur 
during the trammelling? 

A.— When the side clearance of 
connecting rod at either end is ex-
cessive, the resulting difference in the 
angle of trammel will register a slight 
error. A chisel or piece of wood 
should be inserted with hand pressure 
only, to prevent the side movement 
when the lever is reversed for the 
second arcs to be scribed. 

Q.—How can a loose piston head be 
detected? 

A.—With the engine in the same 
position and held as described in Q. 
(5), then place lever in forward gear 
to open front port. Admit steam to 
drive loose junk-head firmly on the 
tapered piston rod. Close regulator 
and open release cocks. When all 

steam has been released, reverse en-
gine and close cocks. Admit steam 
smartly and listen for clear ringing 
knock as junk head is driven off 
tapered rod against the piston rod 
nut. 

Q.—What is the next step? 
A.—Move engine back a quarter to 

place R.H. crank on bottom quarter 
to repeat the tests on that side. 

Q.—Why is the bottom quarter pre-
ferable for testing? 

A.—The L.H. crank is the first one 
to be so placed; being on the driver's 
side, its exact position can be 
seen when stopping. The first test 
is always axle boxes, therefore it 
facilitates the work by disposing with 
all boxes whilst the cranks on both 
sides are clear. When testing for 
a loose piston head with the back port 
open, the pressure is on the bottom 
bar, therefore the crosshead does not 
knock against the top bar to mislead 
the one listening for the internal 
knock. 

—G. H. LYNCH, Wodonga. 

Popular Superstitions and Willie 
No. 22.—That Socialism and Communism brings Fascism. 

"I've heard sufficient from both Wil-
lie and you, my son, to know that 
the Socialists and Communists are 
not afraid of bloody revolution, and 
it's because of that, I maintain, the 
big capitalists adopt Fascism so that 
Society may be protected from such 
extremists." 

"Dad, if you want to argue which 
came first, the hen or the egg, I'm 
afraid you'll be late for your Fascist 
Lodge meeting. Anyhow, here's Wil-
lie, and he can discuss the transforma-
tion of society by revolution having 
done so at the party classes. Are you 
agreeable Willie?" 

"Certainly, if your dad can spare 
the time." 

"Go ahead, Willie. I've always time 
to talk on such matters." 

"Well, Sir, it seems to me that to 
correctly approach the issue raised, 
the starting point of investigation 
must be well removed or we certainly 
shall mistake effect for causes." 

"Start where you will, my lad, 
there's no doubt that extreme So-
cialistic views and parties are the 
cause of Fascism." 

"Very Well, we shall see! Let us 
take a point of agreement, one that we 
have thrashed out  before to-day, and 
commence from there. It is this:—
Social antagonisms result from capi-
talist industry. We agree on that 
point?" 

growth determined by intelligence or 
will-power." 

"Now wait a minute! not so fast! 
We have had great leaders of thought 
—have we not?" 

"Yes, and if their theories were, as 
was often said, too far advanced of 
their time or social stage of develop-
ment, they ran great risk of losing 
their lives." 

"Hy heavens! The old timers were 
decidedly not so lenient to the early 
socialists and communists as we are 
to-day. To-day they get on to 
Councils and even enter Parliaments!" 

"There, Sir, you light up a vital side 
of our argument for it tends to con-
cede that the Socialists and Com-
munists are to-day not too far ad-
vanced of the social history now in 
the making." 

"I'm afraid you scored on me that 
time, Willie. Nevertheless, it doesn't 
answer the point at issue which in-
volves obeying the law, or breaking 
the law." 

"Again, I must differ, Sir. If we 
once admit, as we must, that every 
historical period in the evolution of 
human society has laws of its own, 
then we admit that periods of change 
must come. As a given period of 
development is passing to another 
stage other laws are evolved. In 
such a period whole hosts of people 
who would ordinarily be least desirous 
of being law-breakers are caught up 
as such in a set of historic circum-
stances not actually of their own 
making." 

"I can't find anything for the mo-
ment with which to refute that; on 
reflection, it's certainly true to his-
tory. But it still leaves out of ac-
count a justification for believing that 
the present is a moment of drastic, 
or revolutionary change in human so-
ciety. And  it offers no grounds for 
believing that, if change there be, it 
will be towards socialism. I add that, 
because I anticipate you will be hold-
ing up Russia as an example worthy 
of copying.." 

"Your anticipation was logical, Sir! 
For one nation should learn from an-
other, especially so if the country ex-
amined reveals by its development 
that it has solved the basic problems 
that previously gave rise to grave 
social evils. It can truthfully be said 
that Russia has discovered the natural 
laws of economic development and 

 thus learnt in a few short years of 
practical application to avoid the so-
cial misery of unemployment and mar-
keting disasters so increasingly bur-
densome to us. Saying that, however, 
is to somewhat run ahead of the query 
as to whether the present is a moment 
of change, and if so, its likely direc-
tion. May I have a few minutes, Sir, 
to answer those points?" 

"Go ahead, Willie, I'll fill my pipe; 

"Oh, yes. Natural antagonisms, 
such as questions relating to hours 
of labour, wages, conditions of em-
ployment, and the like. But not the 
unnatural and bloody antagonisms of 
revolution and  armed rebellion de-
liberately inspired and organised for 
by groups and parties." 

"I might say, Sir, in passing, if 
we limited the discussion to your last 
phrase we should find that the capi-
talists had ventured much more than 
the workers in organising armed re-
bellion and revolutions. However, 
such a comparison will not enable us 
to thrash out bur argument. To 
draw nearer doing so; I think we can 
also agree that in the social history 
of the world, circumstances rather 
than intelligence determine the cha-
racter of its peoples ?" 

"Yes, I think that is a fair assump-
tion—just as with our individual 
selves—having no power to deter-
mine our nationality, or birthplace, 
we are forced to suffer or enjoy the 
limitations of our circumstances; yes, 
it's very largely so with human his-
tory. Mark you, however, intelli-
gence plays a big part." 

"Certainly Sir. But it is an accep-
ted view in science that human life 
has had its consciousness, its intelli-
gence, and its will, determined for it 
in the processes of historical growth, 
but not its processes of historic 
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I'm all attention!" 
"After capitalism had finally con-

quered political power every expedient 
was used to maintain power, by means 
of hired assassins, thugs, prize-
fighters, hard-taskmakers and much 
corruption. The refined arts of capi-
talist Government have only developed 
with the passing of many years and 
the acquisition of much skill by its 
representatives. When fundamental 
enquiries and the questioning of capi-
talism was begun by capable intel. 
lects it was resented, and the criticism 
was branded as revolutionary and 
charged with class bias. All this 
revealed the already alert class-con-
sciousness of capitalism itself. When 
scientific probings first revealed the 
now obvious truth that deep social 
changes periodically transformed the 
whole basis of existing societies and 
developed new property relationships, 
it struck a note of horror to capitalism 
and a corresponding note of hope to its 
enslaved workers. 

Such a criticism directed at Capi-
talism bespoke its doom and the 
missions of the workers to ultimately 
be the instrument of its overthrow, 
thus to end class division and sub-
jection, and achieve an industrial 
co-operative commonwealth. 

The strength and consciousness of 
the working class in its struggle for 
socialism and emancipation, has al-
ways been clumsy and weak in com-
parison to that of capitalism, during 
its heyday. 

But now the relations of capitalism 
and socialism are undergoing pro-
found and rapid changes. The Uni-
ted Socialist Republics of Russia, 
constitute a world economic and 
political power rapidly forging its 
way to absolute world leadership, and 
influence. Socialism has been estab-
lished, and its success is both rapid 
and powerful; so we find a growth 
of strength and consciousness among 
the workers and middle classes of the 
capitalist nations. They realise that 
capitalism cannot save itself from 
ever worsening wars and crises. The 
capitalists rulers are paralised with 
fears, and with the decay of their 
social order, turn to methods of re-
action and fascist violence to main-
tain their class dominance. 

I see you looking at your watch, 
sir! I'm sorry if I've spoken at too 
great a length." 

"Oh,  that's quite alright. 	I see 
that I would be horribly late for that 
lodge meeting, so I'll cancel going. 
Anyway, they were going to discuss 
the secret purchase, at great cost, 
of machine guns and rifles, and after 
your discourse, Willie, I confess I feel 
a little shaken. But before you go, 
am I to understand you as meaning 
that when capitalism finally fears the 

verdict of the polls, it prepares to 
maintain its hold by organising vio-
lence, and that this in turn, leads to a 
growth of democratic resistance from 
the people?" 

" Yes, exactly so. sir! France and 
Spain are sufficient recent examples, 
while, in England, since Eden's dis-
missal, there has been a speedy 
growth of unity between the many 
sections of the British people and the 

BALLARAT.—The usual monthly 
meeting of the above branch was 
held at the Ballarat East waiting 
room on Sunday, August 14th, at 10 
a.m., there being a much improved 
attendance, and we hope it will keep 
up, because we don't want to fall 
through like others have. Minutes of 
the previous meeting confirmed, cor-
respondence received, alterations to 
rules discussed, and items for annual 
conference agenda paper, received. We 
are pleased to know it will not be 
long before we are getting the Federal 
Magazine. Under general business 
several items were listed for Depot 
Foreman and Executive. The meet-
ing closed at 12.45 p.m.—R.E. 

BENALLA.—The monthly meeting 
of the B'enalla Branch was held in 
the Institute on Sunday, August 14, 
commencing at 2.30 p.m. Comrade 
Morgan presided over a fair atten-
dance. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and confirmed; the 
correspondence was read and received. 
Several items were listed for agenda 
paper. Work is keeping up well at 
this centre. Annual leave is being 
steadily worked off. Owing to the 
good rains, traffic in wheat and lambs 
should be heavy. After a good deal 
of discussion over local matters, the 
meeting closed at 5 p.m. 

—A.  W. BOURKE. 

BENDIGO.—There was a large at-
tendance of members at the Monthly 
Meeting of the Branch, held in the 
drivers' room on Sunday, 14th August, 
at 10.30 a.m. The chairman, Com-
rade J. McKerlie, presided and the 
able manner in which he conducted the 
meeting was appreciated by all pre-
sent. After the minutes had been 
read and confirmed, the result of de-
putations was reported to the meet-
ing and a large number of items was 
listed for early consideration by the 
Foreman and District Rolling Stock 
Superintendent. Notice of motion to 
alter the time of our monthly meet-
ing from 10.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. was 

organised workers; the obvious demo-
cratic answer to Chamberlain's toler-
ance of Mussolini and Hitler. So 
now sir, I ask, do you still believe 
that socialism breeds ill-natured Fas-
cism, or will you agree that it is 
the awful product of a worn out social 
order, that refuses to die peacefully?" 

"You boys make me feel very un-
comfortable in argument; 1 seem to 
start well, but fizzle badly." 

carried, as this will enable the Execu-
tive Officers to attend our meetings 
more frequently, as an Executive Offi-
cer could make the trip to Bendigo 
and back on a Sunday. A long dis-
cussion took place about rostered men 
being taken off their rostered jobs and 
it was decided to request that rosters 
be not interfered with except for the 
purpose of equalisation of time during 
the last three days of the period. An-
other matter brought forward was the 
shortage of cleaners in the shed, as 
when cleaners are utilised for firing 
duties, other cleaners are not brought 
on to replace them. As Comrade Bad-
ham, who has filled the position of 
branch secretary for the past five 
years, has resigned his position, it 
was necessary to elect a branch sec-
retary for the remaining months of 
this year. The ballot resulted in my-
self being elected, and I take this op-
portunity of thanking all who sup-
ported me in •obtaining this position, 
and to give all members my assur-
ance that I will do all in my power 
to support every member during my 
term of office. The action of Comrade 
J. Milburn in taking over the position 
of Branch Secretary for the past two 
months was very much appreciated by 
all members as he carried out his 
many duties in a very able manner. 
The meeting closed at 1.15 p.m. 

R. HUDDLE. 

CENTRAL.—The ordinary meeting 
was held on August 14, Comrade J. 
Fell occupied the chair. A number 
of items of correspondence was re-
ceived from the executive, including a 
departmental plan of the proposed 
bike room. After some discussion it 
was decided that the proposal was not 
satisfactory, and that the Union 
should persist with the original claim 
that the whole of the office buildings 
and men's quarters should be rebuilt 
on more modern lines. A cleaners' 
committee was elected as follows:—
Messrs. A. Goudy, E. Moran, V. 
McMasters, H. Caulfield, G. Seymour, 
N. Dobinson, A. W. Passmore, with 

Branch Reports 
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power to add to their number. It is 
desired that other men will come 
forward and assist on the committee. 
The news letter was read, and Corn-
ade C. Collins further outlined some 
of the provisions of the National In-
surance Act,  also the position of our 
members in regard to its application. 
A large number of items were sub-
mitted for inclusion on the conference 
agenda paper, and delegates will be 
instructed on these at the September 
meeting. Several new members were 
accepted into the Union, and items 
for local attention sent on to the 
Branch officials. Conference meets 
on the 13th September, and delegates 
from every branch will confer on 
many matters. It is urgent that 
all comrades who have their Union's 
interests at heart should influence 
their delegate in the way they desire. 
Conference can direct the Union to 
a forward policy, reaffirm their 
faith in closer unity, and make it a 
reality. It must surely dawn upon 
the dullest mind that a united labor 
front is the first essential to success. 
95 per cent. of our members will agree 
with this, but strange as it might 
seem, every attempt to achieve this 
unity is met with objection in some 
form or other. There is an ominous 
discontent in the railway service, and 
the A.F.U.L.E. is not alone in its de-
mand for better wages, improved con-
ditions and shorter hours. The 
struggle is developing, and we can-
not afford to be divided when the time 
comes. We have a right to a greater 
share of the country's productivity. 
We have been denied common justice 
from the industrial courts, and the 
political parties have not faced up to 
the issues. We can still rely on our 
right to bargain, and the best results 
can only be obtained by a united and 
determined working class. 

—CHAS. J. FRANKLIN. 

proposal for amelioration of condi-
tions appertaining to one of our "wild 
and woolly" rest (?) jobs. Conference 
Agenda items (Rules).—These were 
carefully considered and several left 
in the hands of delegate. Two items 
(non-rules), were submitted for in-
clusion of agenda. Branch desires to 
congratulate those responsible for 
getting the Federal Journal under 
way, as some of the difficulties ap-
peared to be insuperable. Meeting 
closed at 12.45 p.m.—"DIOGENES." 

DONALD.—The usual meeting of 
the above branch was held on Sunday 
afternoon, August 14, Comrade Bob 
Jenkins in the chair. Owing to rain 
and threatening rain, the attendance 
was not all that could have been de-
sired. After several local items had 
been disposed of, the secretary being 
instructed to forward a couple of 
items along to the Depot Foreman and 
R.S.S. for further consideration. Work 
is holding up fairly well for the pre-
sent time of year, and with holidays 
being worked off, gives the cleaners a 
better go than has been the case in 
previous years. We are pleased to wel-
come Driver Tom Young back again 
at work after being off sick for some 
weeks. Members were pleased to 
learn that we should soon be having 
the Federal journal. We wish it 
every success, and hope it will be 
as eagerly sought after as the "Foot-
plate," which it supersedes. 

—C. H. MORRLSON. 

HAMILTON. — Ordinary monthly 
meeting of branch was held at railway 
station on 14th August, at 10.30 a.m. 
Branch President, J. O'Shea, occupied 
the chair to a muster of members 
which, though fair, could be improved 
upon. There appears to be a false 
sense of security among many mein-
bers, who are oblivious of capitalism's 
next cyclical `depression" being about 
to envelope us—of the "writing upon 
the wall," at our beloved "Court," and 
of the "raw deal," to the engineers, so 
illustrative of what is coming to all 
of us. Your meetings are the media 
for gleaning this knowledge, for it is 
not to be discovered in the pages of 
the "daily tripe-wrappers." Minutes of 
previous meeting read and confirmed 
and a fair volume of correspondence 
duly dealt with, the item—general 
business, was entered upon and seve-
ral matters of interest were opened 
up. Foremost among these was a 

ATTRACTIVE POLICIES 
AT 

Attractively Reduced Rates 
are offered for practically all classes of 

insurance (except life) by the 	 

General Accident Fire & Life Assurance 
Corporation Ltd. 

 (INC. IN CT. ■ RITAI N) 

_ 
10 QUEEN ST.. MELBOURNE C.I 

WRITE FOR 
DETA ILS  

JOLIMONT.—The monthly meeting 
of Branch was held in Lecture Hall, 
August 17, at 2 p.m. Comrade Pet-
tiford presided over a good atten-
dance. Minutes of previous meeting 
were read and confirmed. Business 
arising out of minutes was as follows: 
Top dressing and ashes for yard, 
paths, etc.; this matter is now receiv-
ing attention. The light at Dawson 
Street crossing, Brunswick; although 
attention has been given to this light, 
it is far from being satisfactory; 
drastic punishments are inflicted upon 
drivers for signal errors, hence the 
desire of our men for 100 per cent. 
signal aspects. Matter to be again 
taken up. Complaints in connection 
with long shifts and extension of short 
shifts is also to receive attention. 
Correspondence.—From Secretary of 
Railways re result of recent deputa-
tion to Chairman; this will be fully 
reported on by General Secretary in 
this issue of "Footplate." On perusal 
members will find that the first con-
sideration is given to car mileage; 
the cost of alteration of long shifts, 
etc., and no consideration to the 
health, inconvenience, and expense of 
drivers concerned. From General 
Secretary re rise in cost of living, 2d. 
per day, to take effect as from the first 
pay period in September Reports.—
A brief resume of recent deputations 
was given by Branch Chairman. The 
members generally appreciated the 
sterling assistance rendered by Mr. J. 
Cain, M.L.A., leader of the State Par-
liamentary Labour Party, Mr. A. S. 
Drakeford, M.H.R., Federal President, 
and the General Officers, also from 
the practical side by Comrades De-
veney, . Pettiford, Lester and Wallis. 
Comrade Deveney briefly replied. He 
reminded members of the strong case 
that had been put at both deputations. 
Although he appreciated the feelings 
of members, he and his co-represen-
tatives were duty bound to give their 
very best for those they had the res-
ponsibility of representing, and hoped 
that the representations made will 
have the desired effect of re-
storing to the men the status 
and rates of pay to at least 
equal to their old position on 
the steam service—the general class 
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driver. The injustices inflicted upon 
the E.T. drivers in recent years are 
no doubt beyond reproach. Their res-
ponsibility , has been misrepresented in 
all courts; no calling taken from a 
collective standpoint suffers more 
from severe nervous affections than 
that of the E.T. drivers, the causation 
of which is due to the severe concen-
tration, blood curdling, nerve racking 
experiences; the great risk of losing 
one's job, the continuity of irregular 
shifts and unnatural hours, and last, 
but not least, the great strain of 
transporting the much advertised 
300,000 people to and from our great 
city each day, surely speaks for it-
self regarding the very valuable and 
responsible nature of our work, and 
calls for greater monetary recognition 
than for the transport of sheep and 
cattle. The members were again 
advised to defer any further discus-
sion or action pending result of mass 
deputation. The Branch Secretary 
then spoke on matters and questions 
in regard to National Insurance. 
Members are requested not to enter 
into any agreement to become a mem-
ber of an Approved Society; nothing 
is binding prior to October 1, there-
fore be wise and wait for full parti-
culars of your own Approved Society. 
No further general business, meeting 
closed at 4 D.M. Next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, 7th September. 
Business, general, and items on 
agenda paper direction to delegates. 
Roll up and help us to help you. 

—P.C. 

MARYBOROUGH.—The ordinary 
meeting of the above Branch was held 
in the Workers' Hall,  on  Sunday, 
14/8/38. The President, Comrade 
Dooley, occupied the chair. There was 
only a moderate attendance, due no 
doubt to the rain and windy day, 
which made things anything but 
pleasant. After the minutes were con-
firmed and correspondence read, which 
was listened to with interest, and also 
brings home to members the neces-
sary care to be exercised at signals, 
general business was very brisk, and 
members were very keen on their 
grievances being attended to, and 
rightly so, as the meeting is the place 
to bring same for attention. This 
meeting was disgusted with the treat-
ment meted out to their representa-
tive on the Coal Board, held at Ouyen 
recently. He was paid 151 hours and 
6/6 expenses, which takes three days 
to do. After a protest, he was paid 
another 1.1 hours and 2/- expenses, 
making a total of 174 hours and 8/6 
expenses, which shows a loss of 6d. a 
meal and bed; the tariff at the rest 
house is 8/6 per day paid at the 
cash register. Naturally the repre- 

sentative handed in his resignation to 
the Coal Board and Union. The mem-
bers decided to send him to Ballarat 
on 17/8/38, to attend Fuel Board, to 
ventilate the matter; this was done, 
and the satisfaction he got is that 
the complaint is to be investigated, 
also when he returned from the Bal-
larat trip, which took 19 hours, he is 
to be paid 8.i hours next pay-day, so 
hence another protest. The day being 
cold, the Chairman declared the meet-
ing closed at 4.20 p.m. 

—C. MILLER. 

.SEYMOUR.—The monthly meeting 
of the Seymour Branch was held on 
Sunday, August 14. Mr. J. Elliott 
occupied the chair to a fair attend-
ance of members. Items for agenda 
paper for annual conference were 
discussed, and if adopted, would be 
an all-round improvement to the job. 
During the month the Annual Com-
bined Union Dance took place, and 
as usual, provided one of the most en-
joyable events of the season. Every-
body forgot about work for once in 
the year, the_ attendance being an 
improvement on previous years, and 
after all expenses had been paid 
£8181- was forwarded to the Seymour 
Centenary Committee to assist in the 
forthcoming celebrations to be held 
in November. On the 31st of July, 
members of this Branch tendered Mr. 
V. Crowley a social afternoon, when a 
very large attendance of members 
were present. Mr J Elliott, in pre-
senting Mr. Crowley with a smokers' 
stand, wished this popular officer a 
happy retirement, and it was the 
opinion of all members that his sys-
tem of instruction to enginemen had 
been an advantage to all men through-
oat the service. Work has eased off 
at this depot, and a large number of 
members are on their annual leave. 
Members wish to extend to Messrs. 
A. E. and A. R. Lonsdale their sin-
cerest sympathy in their recent be-
reavement. 

—J. C. MANGAN. 

STATE MINE.—The usual monthly 
meeting was held in the Drivers' 
Room. The agenda paper was quickly 
dealt with. There were several items 
of local interest, especially the per-
sistency of control, or whoever is in 
charge of such items, as the sending 
of "C" class engines. These engines 
haul so much loading that in a day or 

 so there is little left, with a conse-
quent curtailment of service, with a 
consequent loss of time by the junior 
men not on a guaranteed fortnight. 
On top of this we were frequently 
asked by those responsible to break 
regulations regarding the banking of 
engines. The Regulation as laid down  

by Working Time Table, Section (1) 
is that an up goods train from State 
Mine to Nyora, when run by a "C" 
class engine may be assisted in front 
by another engine of the "C" class. 
Further up in the regulation it says 
that: Except as prescribed in Section 
(1) hereof, or where specially autho-
rised, two engines must not be em-
ployed in the front of any train of 
which the train engine is a "C," "X," 
"S," or Garratt class engine, nor must 
a "C," "X," "S," or Garratt class 
engine be employed in front on any 
train as an assisting engine. Yet we 
were asked to bank a "C" class en-
gine with a "D," "A," and "A2," Then 
at night time the electric headlight 
must go in front and the "D," or some-
times an "A2" with screw couplings 
is put between the train and "C" class, 
being forced to break regulations 
twice with one train. When tackled 
on the subject no one will accept the 
responsibility for the breaking of such 
regulations, we are evidently expected 
to carry the baby if anything goes 
wrong.—JACK MACK. 

Vacancy For 
Assistant to Federal 

Secretary 
AUSTRALIAN FEDERATED UNION 
OF LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEMEN. 

Fifth Floor, Tattersall's Buildings, 
Swanston Street, Melbourne, C.1. 

Applications are invited for the po-
sition of Assistant in the Office of the 
Federal Secretary at the Head Office 
of the Union, at a salary at the rate 
of £390 per annum. 

Applicants are to state their age, 
qualifications and experience, and 
applications must be lodged with the 
Federal Secretary, Mr J. M. Galvin, 
at the address given above, not later 
than 17th September, 1938. Please 
note closing date. 

The main duties associated with the 
position will be to compile and pre-
pare material for inclusion in "The 
Locomotive Journal," the official or-
gan of the Union which is to be pub-
lished monthly, and to generally deal 
with any matters arising out of this 
publication, under the supervision 
of the General Secretary. The 
person appointed to the position is to 
reside after appointment to the posi-
tion, in Melbourne. Further parti-
culars are obtainable from Branch 
Secretaries, Divisional Secretaries, or 
from the Federal Secretary on appli-
cation. By direction of the Federal 
Executive. 
—J. M. GA 'LVIN, General Secretary. 
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Are Wonthaggi Coal Mines A Paying Concern? 
Can the Mine Workers' Demands Be Met? 

In vindicating their policy that the 
Wonthaggi State Coal Mines are a 
very valuable asset to the taxpayers 
of Victoria, and as such can well af-
ford to give their employees a better 
deal by conceding to their log of 
claims which is—(a) Six Hour Day; 
(b) Annual Holidays with Pay; (c) 
Weekly Pays; and (d) Adequate Pen-
sions to retiring mine workers at the 
age of 60 years; the mine workers set 
out the following:— 

In the following article the mine 
workers reveal some startling facts 
concerning the system of management 
conducted by the Railway Commis-
sioners, who dictate the policy of the 
Wonthaggi Coal Mines. 

The method of book-keeping is the 
only factor which shows any adverse 
financial condition of the Mines. ANY 
LOSSES ARE NOMINAL AND NOT 
REAL. 

The following statement by the 
General Manager (Mr. J. McLeish) 
alone reveals how the Mines are ex-
ploited in the interests of the Com-
missioners by virtue of the fact that 
they hold a dual control, Railways 
and Mines. 

We submit the General Manager's 
annual statement of 1935-36, which 
does not need much comment:— 

"In order that the financial position 
of the Mine may be seen in proper 
perspective,'  I quote hereunder from 
the report of Mr. Robert Lee, A.S.M., 
M.I.M.M., consulting engineer of New 
Zealand, who made a special investi-
gation of the Mine in 1934: `From 
1916-17 to 1920-21 there was an acute 
shortage of coastal shipping caused 
by war conditions and by labour 
troubles, which resulted in the Rail-
ways bringing coal overland from the 
New South Wales Mines. As Victoria 
was in the best position to overland 
coal, her allotment of shipping space 
was cut down, to enable the require-
ments of South and Western Austra-
lia (who were in a less fortunate 
position) to be met. The Railways 
overlanded a total of 839,126 tons of 
N.S. Wales coal at an added cost of 
£509,993, or 12/1.86 per ton. During 
the same period the State Coal Mines 
supplied the Railways with 961,307 
tons of coal. Had this coal not been 
available the Railways would have 
been compelled to overland an equiva-
lent quantity. Although the Commis-
sioners state in their report that much 
of this overlanded coal was of in-
ferior quality, I am assuming that 
its equivalent value was the same as 

responsible, but it is the duty of the 
State Government to alter such. 

An imporant factor relative to coal 
freightage is revealed in the fact that 
despite reduction of the "equated" 
price of coal from 26/2 per ton in 
the years 1927-9 to 12/11 per ton 
in 1932-34 there has been no corres-
ponding decrease in the price per ton 
charged by the Railway Commis-
sioners in freightage which stands at 
the high cost of 6/1 per ton. If the 
corresponding decrease in freight was 
made it would mean approx. 3/1 per 
ton saving to the State Coal Mine, 
and would amount to many thousands 
of pounds over a period of 12 months. 

In conclusion the mine workers 
point out, apart from the fact that 
the Commissioners of Railways have 
"equated" the price of coal unjustly 
and only in the interests of the Rail-
ways, that they are also practising 
other methods of management not in 
the interest of the Wonthaggi State 
Coal Mines. For instance in 1936 
the State Coal Mine secured a large 
order for the sale of coal at a price 
of 2/6 per ton in excess of what the 
Railways were paying, but the con-
tract was rejected by the Dept. under 
the pretext that they wanted the coal 
for their own use, therefore such fact 
establishes in addition to the modes 
of equating that the mine workers are 
denied the right to have decent con-
ditions and wages under the false 
pretences that the Mine cannot pay. 
This argument is humbug, and will 
not be tolerated by the mine workers. 
The Railways have no right to be the 
buyers and sellers, and just credit 
what it desires to the Mine. This is 
detrimental to the mine workers, who 
after all basically toil in the depths 
of mother earth, braving dangers 
which the like cannot be found in any 
other industry. 

The case submitted by the mine-
workers is based on facts, the gene-
ral public, Trade Unions, Political 
Parties, Churches, Farmers and 
Small Business People are being made 
aware of these facts, and are rally-
ing behind the mine workers demand-
ing that JUSTICE be done. 

Twenty-one thousand mine workers 
throughout the Commonwealth are 
marching together in unity, intelli-
gently building powerful organisation 
around them and are determined to 
put an end to the human sacrifice 
that is being made daily on the altar 
of production and profit. 

that being obtained from N.S. Wales 
to-day. It would have been necessary, 
therefore, to have overlanded at least 
782,926 tons of N.S. Wales coal to 
replace that supplied by the State 
Mines. Assuming that with the addi-
tional quantity of coal handled, the 
added cost because of overlanding 
was 10/- per ton, then the State Mines 
saved the Railways £391,463. Recog-
nising the justice of the State Mines' 
request for special consideration for 
the part they played during these 
difficult times, the Railway Commis-
sioners agreed to make an extra pay-
ment of 1/6 per ton on coal supplied 
by the State Mine during the period 
of overlanding. This payment was 
£71,348. The Railways thus showed a 
saving of over £320,000, solely on ac-
count of their ability to draw on the 
State Collieries for supplies. At the 
same time the State Mines supplied 
to other State Departments and to the 
general public a total of 477,247 tons 
of coal. On a like basis this repre-
sents a saving of £196,387. It can, 
therefore, be claimed by State Mines 
that they were the means of saving 
the State and general public an 
amount (estimated on a conservative 
basis) OF MORE THAN £516,500 
(our emphasis). 

In the same report we find that 
large coal was "equated" at 11/6 per 
ton, and slack coal at 9/9 per ton, 
and the General Manager commented 
"The ability of the Mine to supply 
such a large part of Victoria's coal 
requirements has had a stabilising 
effect upon the N.S. Wales price, 
which price in turn controls the 
`equated' price by the Railway Dept. 
by the use of the State Coal Mine 
utilised by it, thus the saving to the 
Railway Dept. by the use of the State 
Coal Mine (especially slack coal) is 
considerable, and the loss of £92,306 
13/5, which was incurred in the fi-
nancial year, WAS MORE NOMINAL 
THAN REAL" (our emphasis). 

Does anything more clearly demon-
strate to the public that the Won-
thaggi State Coal Mines are of great 
value to the State? When placed on 
sound methods of "equation" and rea-
sonable freight charges, then the 
Railway Commissioners will doubly 
be able to grant the mine workers' 
demands in full. 

However, if the Railway Commis-
sioners are adamant in pursuing this 
wrong and unjust method of coal 
"equation" and exorbitant freightage, 
then the mine workers connot be held 
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Appeals To Board of Discipline C 

1 

On  the 22nd June, Driver Cornelius 
Charles Lyons, of Geelong, appealed 
against the decision of the Chief Me-
chanical Engineer— 

"To debar you from acting as  a 
driver for twelve months for  a 
breach of Regulations, in that you, 
on 7th March, 1938, at Geelong, as 
Driver of Engine 918 A2, of the 
2.55 p.m. Ararat to Geelong Mixed 
Train passed the Home Signal on 
Post No. 12, at the stop position, 
contrary to Regulation No. 60 (b) 
of the Book of Rules and Regula-
tions." 
This appeal was made against the 

severity of the punishment, as the 
passing of the signal at "stop" posi-
tion was not disputed. 

Branch. 

Donald .. 
Dimboola .. 
Geelong .. 

Hamilton .. 
Jolimont .. 

Korumburra .. 
Mildura .. 	. .. 
Maryborough .. 
R.M. Drivers .. . . 
Seymour .. .. .. 

Traralgon .. 
Wonthaggi .. .. 
Wodonga .. .. .. 
Warragul .. .. . . 

Formal evidence as to the position 
of the signal was given by Signalman 
Love, of Geelong. 

Block and Signal Inspector Hard-
ing gave evidence as to the distance 
between the various signals approach-
ing Geelong, also that the size of the 
light displayed by the home signal 
was twice the size of the light dis

-played by the disc signal. 
Driver C. C. Lyons, gave evidence 

to the effect that, when running the 
"up" mixed train from Ararat 
to Geelong, he received the correct 
signals upon Post No. (2) and Post 
No. (6). When approaching Post 
No. (12) he was under the impres-
sion that the correct signal was at the 
"proceed" position, but after pass- 

ing the signal, he was stopped at the 
signal box by the Signalman exhi-
biting  a  "danger" hand signal. 

He was satisfied that the signal 
was not at "proceed" position and 
that he mistook a disc signal which 
was also on Post No. (12) for the 
home signal. The disc signal was 
the centre signal and the home sig-
nal, which he should have received, 
was also a centre signal and this 
was the only explanation he could 
give for mistaking the signal. 

Mr. Collins, in addressing the 
Board, pointed out that Driver Lyons 
had a clear record and had eighteen 
years' service, with the Department. 
He had been driving for fourteen 
months. A reduction for twelve 
months would mean a loss in wages 
of between £28 and £30. This was 
a case where  a  fine should be in-
flicted and he appealed to the Board 
to break new ground by permitting 
Driver Lyons to resume driving duty 
and to punish him by means of a 
fine. 

MR. HENNESSEY, in appealing 
that the punishment should stand, 
submitted that the Head of the 
Branch was in possession of all facts 
that had been placed before the 
Board and Lyons had been careless to 
a  marked degree in not observing that 
the correct signal was displayed. 

The Board, after considering the 
matter in camera for an hour, an-
nounced its decision—that the appeal 
was dismissed and the punishment 
inflicted by the Head of the Branch 
was to stand. 

Little River Collision 

t 

Ararat 
Ballarat 
Benalla 
Bendigo 

Central 

Names of 
Delegates. 

H. C. Fry 
W. Whitworth 
A. W. Bourke 
J. McKerlie 
R. Huddle 
J. Fell 
C. Franklin 
S. Cox 
G. Taylor 
N. Puliar 
J. Anderson 
A. R. Adkins 
A. E. Dawkins 
C. H. Morrison 
A. Fortington 
R. Whelpton 
R. Ellis 
G. J. Smith 
J. Lester 
G. K. Shaw 
H. Pettiford 
B. Deveney 
W. E. Handley 
W. L. Davis 
S. G. Schmidt 
F. T. Rolfe 
J. Elliot 
J. C. Mangan 
J. J. Hayes 
W. J. Stibbs 
J. Dwyer 
F. J. McKee 

Return Showing Attendances of Annual 
Conference Delegates at Branch Meetings 

Rule 10. "The Secretary of each Branch must forward to the Divisional 
Secretary  a  list showing the number of attendances of the delegate or dele-
gates, of each Branch at the meetings of the Branch in such time that 
such list might be published in the `Footplate' in the last number pub-
lished before the date of the Annual Conference." 

„ 

12/12/37 
9/1/38 
1/1/38 

„ 

12/ 1 2/37 
14/11/37 

» 
14 /8 /38 

12/12/37 
9/1/38 

12/8/38 
12/12/37 

, 

12/12/37 
12/12/37 
12/12/37 
26/6/38 

Date of 
Election. 
12/12/37 
12/12/37 
12/12/37 
10/7/38 
14/8/38 

12/12/37 

No. of 
Meetings 
attended 

since 
Election 

nil 
8 
8 
2 
1 

10 
9 

nil 
6 
6 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8 
7 
8 
8 
7 
7 
7 
8 
1 
1 
8 
1 
8 
9 
7 
8 
5 
2 

No. of 
Meetings 

held 
since 

Election. 
nil 

8 
9 
2 
1 

10 

1 
1 
8 
1 
9 
9 
7 
8 
9 
2 

On 4th August, Driver Leonard 
Carr, of North Melbourne, appealed 
against the decision of the Chief Me-
chanical Engineer— 

"To reduce you from the position 
of enginedriver at £1/0/8 per day 

g 	to the position of shunting engine- 
8 	driver at 16/8 per day for a breach 
g 	of Regulations in that you at Little 
8 	River on 30th May, 1938, as Dri- 
8 	ver of Engine 933 A2 running the 
8 	7.5 a.m. Geelong to Melbourne, 

passenger train, passed the `up' 
Home Signal (Post No. 8), at the 
stop position, contrary to Regula-
tion No 60 (b) of the Book of Rules 
and Regulations resulting in  a 
serious head-on collision with the 
3.45 a.m. `down' goods." 
The appeal of Guard Ross, who had 

been reduced to the position of Goods 
Checker for an indefinite period, for 
failing to keep a good lookout as 
guard of the 7.5 a.m. passenger train 
from Geelong to Melbourne, in ac- 

( 
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cordance with Regulation 199 (b), was 
heard at the same time. 

Mr. Collins appeared for Driver L. 
Carr and Mr. Haley, Barrister and 
Solicitor, appearad for Guard Ross. 

Driver Carr's appeal was against 
the severity of the punishment, the 
facts not being in dispute. 

SIGNAL PORTER BURRIS, Little 
River, gave evidence that the "up" 
home signal, Post No. (8) was at the 
"stop" position when passed by the 
7.5 a.m. Geelong to Melbourne pas-
senger train on 30th May. 

MR. STAMP, SUPT. of LOCO. 
RUNNING, gave evidence to the effect 
that he was  a  member of a Depart-
mental Board of Enquiry, which in-
vestigated this mishap. Certain 
tests were made in the presence of 
Driver Carr. The distance between 
Signal "G," 1680 and the "up" home 
signal, Post No. (8), is 1809 yards. 
The driver, sitting on his seat and 
looking out of the front window, could 
obtain  a  view of the signal upon Post 
No. (8) at 815 yards and by sitting on 
the seat and looking straight ahead, 
could obtain  a  view of the signal on 
Post No. (8) at 670 yards The 
speed chart showed that the speed of 
the train was 62 miles per hour about 
660 yards from point of impact, and 
was reduced to 56 miles per hour in  a 
distance of about 440 yards. He con-
sidered that there must have been a 
slight application of the brake. Had 
an emergency application of the brake 
been made when 670 yards from the 
point of impact, the train would have 
stopped and avoided the collision. 
Driver Carr should have reduced his 
speed after passing Signal 1680, 
where he received the warning aspect. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Collins:—
Driver Carr was  a  very good man 
and had not previously been under 
notice. Carr was one of the drivers 
selected to instruct cleaners in firing 
duty for which he received an allow-
ance of 1/6 per day The figures re-
garding distances from which signals 
could be viewed, were approximate, 
and the same applied to the speed 
chart. The train which Carr was 
running could be stopped in about 900 
yards by  a  service application of the 
brake. It was only  a  matter of 
seconds that Carr delayed in apply-
ing the brake and it would take  a  few 
seconds after the driver operated the 
brake valve, for the brake to take 
effect. 

DRIVER L. CARR gave evidence to 
the effect that he had 25 years' ser-
vice; he had been driving for 115- 
years mostly upon pilot work and 
was selected as instructor driver 
twelve months ago, for which he 
received 1/6 per day as an allowance. 
The punishment inflicted meant  a  re-
duction of about £90 per annum and 
was for an indefinite perir,d. It was  

an error of judgment in not applying 
the brake earlier. He was not used 
to passenger work and had never run 
this train before. It took  a  greater 
distance for  a  three car train to stop 
than for a seven or eight car passen-
ger train. As soon as he saw the 
home signal he made an emergency 
application of the brake. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hennessey: 
He had run three car trains to a fast 
schedule on the north-east line, but 
never on the Geelong track. He was 
keeping  a  good lookout and also saw 
that his fireman was keeping  a  good 
lookout, but failed to apply the brake 
at the proper time. 

GUARD ROSS gave evidence to the 
effect that he did not observe the as-
pect displayed upon the three auto-
matic signals between Lara and Little 
River as he could not see these sig-
nals from his seat in the van. He 
did not look out of the window on ac-
count of risk of injury to his eyes 
from cinders. He was looking out 
when approaching home signal on 
Post No. 8 and as soon as he observed 
that this signal was at "stop" posi-
tion went to pull the tap, but was 
thrown against the seat, and injured. 

MR. COLLINS, in addressing the 
Board, urged that  a  period for the 
reduction be fixed. Driver Carr would 
lose in wages, hundreds of pounds and 
would also have to reduce his Super-
annuation units, whilst reduced in 
status, and if  a  definite period were 
fixed, he would know where he stood, 
and would not be at the mercy of the 
Commissioners for his re-instatement. 
Mr. Collins referred to previous cases 
before the Board, where the punish-
ment had been less severe, also the 
excellent record of Carr and urged the 
Board to regard this as an honest 
error of judgment and to permit Carr 
to resume duty as  a  General Class 
Driver. 

MR. HALEY, in addressing the 
Board, pointed out that Guard Ross 
had not been charged with failing to 
keep a lookout at any particular point, 
and it was admitted by the Depart-
ment that Ross was in no way to 
blame for the collision. The only 
evidence against Ross was his own 
admission. before the Departmental 
Board of Enquiry, and the aspect dis-
played upon the three automatic sig-
nals had nothing to do with the col-
lision. 

The Board, after  a  lengthy consi-
deration in camera, announced its de-
cision that the appeal of Driver Carr 
was dismissed, and the punishment 
inflicted by the Chief Mechanical En-
gineer was to stand. 

In the case of Guard Ross, the ap-
peal was upheld to the extent that the 
punishment was modified to  a  reduc-
tion to the position of goods checker 
for a period of twelve months. 

Derailment Newport 
Siding 

Punishment Modified. 
On the 7th July, Driver Edward 

Thomas Tregoning appealed against 
the decision of the Chief Mechanical 
Engineer— 

"To reduce you to the position of 
Hostler for  a  Breach of Regula-
tions constituted by one or more of 
the following in that you on 2nd 
May, 1938, between Newport and 
Newport South as Driver of the 
9.0 p.m. down South Western 
goods— 

(1) •Incorrectly accepted, con-
trary to Regulation No. 176 
(F) of the Book of Rules 
and Regulations, proceed in-
dications displayed on Sig-
nal Posts Nos. 37B, 41, 43, 
and 22 as applying to your 
train, which was running on 
"A" siding, whereas such in-
dications applied to the 
down main line. 

(2) Passed disc signal on Post 
No. 42B in "A" siding at 
the stop position, contrary to 
Regulation No. 69 (a) of the 
Book of Rules and ,Regula-
tions. 

(3) Proceeded along "A" siding 
at a speed in excess of the 
authorised speed. 

resulting in your train being badly 
derailed at the catch points at the 
exit from `A' siding." 
Mr. W. H. Jones, Barrister and 

Solicitor, assisted by Mr. Collins, ap-
peared for Tregoning, whilst Mr. 
Hennessey was the Departmental 
Prosecuting Officer. 

The hearing of the appeal occupied 
a  full day and the evidence was so 
lengthy and complicated, that it is 
almost impossible, in the space avail-
able, to give  a  report as to the evi-
dence tendered by the various wit-
nesses. The following is a brief 
statement of the case:— 

On the night of 2nd May, Driver 
Tregoning ran light engine to New-
port and after train had been 
made up in Newport Yard, he 
set back with the train on 
to the main line, so as to depart from 
Newport to Geelong. The visibility 
was not good, and Tregoning received 
"proceed" indication on Signal Post, 
No. 37B, which could take him to the 
main Geelong line, also to several 
sidings in  the  Newport Yard. At 
the same time, Tregoning noticed that 
the "proceed" indication was displayed 
upon Signal Post Nos. 41, 43, and 22, 
all of which applied to the main Gee-
long line. Driver Tregoning, after 
starting his train, assumed that he 
was on the Geelong line, whereas he 



THE FOOTPLATE. 	 September 8, 1938. 108 	August-September, 1938 

had been turned into "A" siding, and 
the "proceed" indications upon Posts 
Nos. 41, 43 and 22, were for a train 
which was approaching upon the 
"down" line from Melbourne, and was 
going ahead of Tregoning's train, to 
Geelong. "A" Siding runs parallel 
to the Geelong line, and when Tre-
goning was nearing the exit of "A" 
Siding, he realised his position, ap-
plied the brake, but was unable to 
prevent derailment at the catch points, 
the engine turning over on its side. 

A Departmental Enquiry, lasting 
several days, was held, and tests as to 
the visibility of signals were con-
ducted. Driver Tregoning eventually 
received a "G48" and was reduced by 
the Chief Mechanical Engineer to the 
position of hostler, for an indefinite 
period. 

The case for the Department was 
that Tregoning should have known 
that he was proceeding along "A" 
Siding; should have stopped his train 
before passing disc signal on Post No. 
43B, and that the relative position of 
the other signals to the line upon 
which Tregoning was running, should 
have been an indication to him that 
he was in "A" Siding, also, the number 
of sets of rails on his side of the 
engine. 

Driver Tregoning's defence was 
that he should not be punished for 
any of the breaches, as it was a most 
unusual movement, and constituted a 
trap to any Enginedriv,r, especially 
one who had not had extensive ex-
perience on the Geelong track. Fur-
ther, he should have been warned by 
the Signalman at Newport, when 
turned into "A" Siding, as this siding 
was used for "up" trains and shunting 
movements, but not to side track 
"down" trains. 

As regards the third charge, his 
speed was within that prescribed for 
the main line upon which he thought 
he was running. 

Driver Tregoning called as witnes-
ses.—Drivers R. Deas, L. Morey, R. 
J. Gerdes and N. Mackie, of North 
Melbourne, all of whom stated that 
they had never been turned into "A" 
Siding with a "down" Geelong train 
and for this to be done, and Signals 
Nos. 41, 43 and 22 to be pulled off, 
it would constitute a very dangerous 
trap to any driver. 

MR. JONES, in addressing the 
Board, ably contended that Tregoning 
could not be punished upon any of the 
charges, and dealt at length with the 
wording and correct application of 
Regulations, under which Tregoning 
had been charged. He pointed out 
that the Board should not expect 
super men and should endeavour to 
place themselves in the position of 
Tregoning, who had been trapped by 
signals, and that the tests as to visi-
bility and other things, were quite 

different to running conditions. Fur-
ther, those conducting the tests. were 
wiser after the event, and were look-
ing out for what they considered, 
should have happened. At the most, 
it could only be regarded as an error 
of judgment and in view of Tregon-
ing's 26z years' service, as a driver, 
the Board, if they considered Tre-
goning was guilty of minor negligence 
should inflict a light penalty. 

MR. HENNESSEY in asking that 
the punishment be not disturbed, said 
the evidence was clear. The facts 
were plain, and did not support the 
contention that Tregoning had been 
trapped, as the correct signals had 
been displayed at the entrance of "A" 
Siding, and the derailment would have 
been avoided, if Tregoning had ob-
served the Regulations. Departmental 
records showed that three trains, dur-
ing darkness, had been turned into 
"A" Siding, within the two months 
preceding the derailment. Driver 
Tregoning travelled 800 yards in "A" 
Siding, and should have realised he 
was not on the "down" line, as any 
ordinary observant driver would have 

OUR PAPER PASSES OUT. 
To the Editor. 

Our little paper, the "Footplate," 
will, I believe, close its career with 
this issue. It is with some regret that 
I note its passing. 

The first issue saw the light on 
February 21, 1918, 20 years ago. It 
was my privilege to be its first edi-
tor, and on turning to the pages of 
my first effort I have no reason to 
retract any of the sentiments then 
expressed. 

In the first article will be found a 
call to action and unity, with other 
sections of the working class. These 
things have not yet been achieved, 
and 20 years is a long time. Never-
theless, the way has been prepared, 
and the "Footplate" has done its part. 

A second article comments on the 
victories of the workers by the defeat 
of the conscription referendum in 
October, 1916, and December, 1917, 
and a definite denunciation of war 
and those who, by the perpetuation of 
this system, are responsible for it. 
Congratulations are offered to the 
workers and soldiers of Russia, who 
had freed themselves from the "sup-
reme tyranny" of capitalism. Even 
at that early stage, 1918, it was seen 
that the revolution held great expec-
tations for the toiling masses—expec-

tations that, over the years, have been 
fully justified. 

located himself in this distance. The 
C.M.E. had lost confidence in Tre-
goning as a driver and he submitted 
that Tregoning had shown that he 
was not fit to be in charge of a train 
and he urged the Board to uphold the 
punishment imposed by the Head of 
the Branch. 

The Board, after lengthy considera-
tion in camera, announced its decision 
that the appeal was upheld to the 
extent that the punishment was modi-
fied to reduction to position of hostler 
for a period of twelve months. 

Appeal to Commissioners: 
Driver Tregoning exercised his 

right of appeal to the Commissioners 
against the decision of the Board of 
Discipline. The appeal was heard 
28/7/38, when the evidence .  given be-
for the Board of Discipline was read 
to Messrs. Commissioners Clapp and 
Canny, who constituted the Board of 
Appeal. 

After Mr. Jones had addressed the 
Commissioners, the Commissioners 
announced, after brief consideration, 
that they were not prepared to disturb 
the decision of the Board of Discipline. 

Many matters of importance to 
members were dealt with in the first 
issue, including the repudiation of a 
promise by the Government to set 
aside £200,000 for increases in the 
railway service. It will be seen, Go-
vernments have not changed to any 
noticeable extent in the past 20 years. 

The "Footplate" was adopted in 
spite of much opposition from promi-
nent Union officials, and failure of the 
venture was expressed, but as on 
other occasions, the predictions were 
fallacious. 

The "Footplate" lived, and in liv-
ing, justified its existence. 

If at times the paper did not lead 
in expressing a class conscious and 
militant policy, it was not the fault 
of those who at conference sponsored 
and supported its creation. 

Goodbye little paper; you gave me 
many opportunities of saying the 
things that needed saying, and as a 
last word, let me say I still stand up 
for them. 

Welcome to our new Federal Jour-
nal. 

Don't forget—That these are revo-
lutionary times, and that you repre-
sent a revolutionary movement. 

That the class struggle is some-
thing real, and not a figure of speech. 

That the industrial movement is far 
more important and powerful than 
the political. 
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That the most important person 
as far as you are concerned, is the 
man on the job. 

And that the working men and wo-
men of all the world demand unity 
and peace and freedom and socialism. 

--CHAS. J FRANKLIN. 

staff at North Melbourne; faithful 
members of a running shed. Nothing 
is too good for the enginemen and for 
those comrades who maintain the lo-
comotives in good order. Twenty-five 
years of progress leave us further 
back in general all round comparison, 
except that our statistical bureau is 
100 per cent. 

—H. J. HIGGS. 

of trains to be crossed. Control should 
supply information re trains. Roll-
ing stock officers, when riding on foot-
plate, should notify crews of their 
mission. One was proud to be asso-
ciated with the R.S. Branch many 
years ago. It it still the premier 
branch of the service, but in treat-
ment, it is the Cinderella. It is pain-
ful to see the conditions of the shed 

OUR BRANCH. 
Has the power and prestige of the 

Rolling Stock deteriorated? 
In a brief review, extending over a 

quarter of a century, I would say, 
"Definitely, yes." What has caused 
this decline? 

The definite control of the Branch, 
by the Clerical Division, by which 
many administrators allow themselves 
to be little better than rubber stamps. 
One man stood out as a foreman I 
refer to ,the late Mr. W. H. Jones, 
better known as "Bumper." Every-
one knew him, and our Branch was on 
the map. To-day, it is more like a 
statistical bureau. Everything and 
everybody are tagged and tabulated. 
The Branch has subordinated itself to 
the traffic and Control will soon be 
on the job if certain of their officers 
have their way. The traffic said they 
wanted bigger engines, irrespective 
as to whether they were a commercial 
proposition, so as to obtain "ton mile-
age." They got them. Now we are 
running accelerated schedules, with 
limited loads. Anyone with vision 
could see that was the only way to 
combat the onslaught of the motors 
A Control Officer told me many years 
ago, "When we control all train run-
ning, we will control engine power." 
that being the logical sequence." 

They certainly could present a good 
case, if they have kept a record of 
engine shortage. 

Many former drivers, now officers, 
do not stand up for enginemen. It 
makes one wonder. Were they super 
drivers when the trains only ambled 
along, or aren't they capable of de-
fending the men they are supposed to 
represent? 

The correspondence system is due 
for a drastic overhaul. It would be 
interesting to know the cost of this 
useless, annoying, and often trifling 
correspondence. Our branch should 
jealously guard their enginemen, by 
seeing that nothing is left undone in 
the interests of safety. Signals, their 
lights and locations, are of primary 
importance, but little has been done. 
At night time one has to search for 
many of them. The Geelong and 
Frankston lines should have all light 
signals. We have many dead ends 
without lights, and some without 
lamps. Station  staffs should repeat 
the guard's signal, when going into 
No. 2. They should advise train crew 

Head Office Matters 
MATTERS FINALISED WITH COM- 

MISSIONERS' STAFF BOARD. 
Cleaner Robertson, Seymour, claim to 

be paid adult Cleaners' rate, plus 
6d. per day allowance, whilst em-
ployed in charge of engines under 
steam at Yea. 
Claim upheld, payment to be 

arranged. 

port to the R.M.O., it might have 
affected his claim, had the injury 
caused him to lose time later on. 

Claim for compensation for widow 
of E.T. Driver, W. A. Collins, who 
was killed at Flinders Street Sta-
tion, 25/5/38. 
Commissioners have agreed to pay 

the maximum amount, £750. 

Driver Matthews, North Melbourne, 
protest against ranking junior, 
as a speci :1 class Driver, to Drivers 
Monar and Sleeth, of North Mel-
bourne. 
Commissioners have agreed for 

Matthews to retain his seniority over 
Monar and Sleeth, but this decision 
is not to disturb the existing Rosters. 

Driver McGovern, Balranald. protest 
against not being paid for time lost 
undergoing operation for hernia, 
which was sustained whilst on duty. 
In view of report submitted by the 

Doctor who performed the operation, 
will now authorise full pay for all 
time lost, also £10, for medical and 
hospital expenses. 

Request that Rail Motor Drivers, em-
ployed upon the Dodge Cars, be 
provided with blue uniforms instead 
of green. 
Commissioners have agreed to pro-

vide these men with blue uniforms 
in future. 

Retired Driver Holden, application for 
refund of rent of portable, at Bal-
ranald, from the date he commenced 
sick leave until position was filled 
by Driver McGovern. 
Commissioners have approved of 

refund of the full amount claimed, 
£1/14/2. 

Cleaner Andrews, State Mine, protest 
against receiving only half pay for 
time lost owing to injuries received 
on duty. 
Andrews slipped whilst cleaning the 

motions of the engine. This was due 
to the fact that he was using a plank 
that was used by the Boiler Makers, 
instead of the proper pit board, which 
was available. In view of the in-
experience of Andrews, will grant full 
pay as a special case. 

Driver Mason, North Melbourne, pro- 
test against not being paid for time 
lost, 18th and 19th March, on ac- 
count of injuries received on duty. 
Mason was injured on 17th March, 

and was booked off roster on 18th 
and 19th March, so is only entiled to 
payment for any time that he would 
have worked had he not been injured. 
Mason was paid 1041 hours for the 
period. 

Retired Driver Stewart, Dimboola, 
request that five of his children be 
included upon his retired employee's 
Pass. 
Commissioners are not prepared to 

permit any children to be included 
upon the pass of a retired employee. 

Fireman Clarke, Ballarat, claim for 
payment for time lost owing to in-
juries received on duty. 
(Matter now finalised. 	Full pay 

approved. 
Driver Cronin, claim for payment foi 

attending the R.M.O., for examina-
tion, owing to injury received on 
duty. 
Cronin instructed to report to the 

R.M.O. after he had completed his 
shift, so cannot be paid for the time 
involved. Had Cronin refused to re- 

MATTERS FINALISED WITH MR. 
BLOOMFIELD, STAFF CLERK, 

C.M.E.'S DEPARTMENT. 
Driver Glenister, North Melbourne, 

claim for payment in addition to 
mileage basis, after running 8.10 
a.m;, ex Wonthaggi, as his engine 
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was then used for testing purposes. 
Authority issued for Glenister to be 

paid 49 minutes, in excess of the 
mileage payment. 

Driver Tregoning, North Melbourne, 
claim for payment for time lost, 
owing to injuries received to knee 
when engine was derailed at South 
Newport. 
As R.M.O. is satisfied that this is 

a recurrence of injury received when 
engine was derailed, Commissioners 
have agreed to full pay for all time 
lost. 

R.M. Driver Johnson, Ballarat, claim 
for credit for seniority purposes, 
whilst employed in Transportation 
Branch. 
Johnson was employed as a casual, 

and casual service does not count for 
seniority or holiday purposes. 

Ex Fireman McCusker, Newport, ap-
plication for position that will carry 
a higher rate of pay. 
Arrangements now made for 

McCusker to be transferred to Joli -
mont as 'phone attendant. 

Driver Walsh, North Melbourne, claim 
to be paid on mileage basis when 
running paper train, Melbourne to 
Bendigo. 
Authority issued for Walsh to be 

paid on mileage basis and this will 
apply to future cases. 

Driver Field, North Melbourne, claim 
to be paid at driving rate and credi-
ted for full shift. 
!Claim upheld as Field is entitled 

to payment under the "Mixed Func-
tions" Clause of the Award. 

MATTERS FINALISED WITH MR. 
DICKENSON, CHIEF CLERK, 

C.M.E.'S OFFICE. 
Driver Baker, Seymour, request for 

ruling as to whether he is obliged 
to go to shed to deposit his running 
sheet, when relieved on pilot, and 
no time allowed to return to shed. 
As time is not allowed to return to 

shed, cannot force drivers to deposit 
their running sheet before leaving 
duty, but time will be allowed upon 
the last day of the period. If sheets 
bank up, and cause inconvenience to 
clerical staff, they will have to make 
the best of it, although the co-opera-
tion of the drivers would be appre-
ciated. 

Vacancy for Cleaner-Fireman, at Wah-
gunyah. 
Cleaner Lane, Kerar.g, senior ap-

plicant, and to be appointed. The 
application of Cleaner Zeingenbein, 
Ben alla. not considered, as it was not 
received until several weeks after 
applications closed, and the success- 

ful applicant had already been ad-
vised. 

Driver Jones, Ballarat, claim for pay-
ment, time lost owing to injuries 
received on duty. 
Jones to be paid for time lost, 

prior to examination by R.M.O., and 
two days after examination, but from 
then on. he is regarded as on sick 
leave, as his condition is not due to 
injury. 

Driver Cowling, Nyora, claim for pay-
ment for time lost owing to injuries 
received to eye, whilst on duty, also 
refund of fares paid to Melbourne, 
to attend Eye and Ear Hospital. 
Commissioners have agreed to re- 

commendation for full nay for all 
time lost, also refund of fares. 

Fireman Lang, Dimboola, application 
for failure at second examination 
for driving, to be disregarded, as at 
this time he was unfit, according to 
the opinion of the R.M.O. 
Lang should not have been ex-

amined on this occasion, so his ap-
plication will be granted. 

Driver-in-Charge Bennett, Camper-
down, application for additional 
time attending to Driver-in-Charge 
duties. 
Matter fully investigated by Dis-

trict Officers, who have recommended 
that the existing allowance is reason-
able, so cannot grant any alteration. 

Request that an additional blanket be 
provided for each bed at the Werri-
bee Rest House. 
Beds are provided with standard 

equipment of two blankets and rug, 
but an under blanket had not been 
provided. This has now been atten-
ded to. 

Request that the 4 a.m. pilot be placed 
on the Goods Roster, at Ballarat, 
instead of the 12 midnight pilot. 
Depot Foreman is against this pro-

posal, and states that the crews only 
work the 12 midnight once in 13 
weeks. Consider this a matter for the 
local management. 

Driver Rampling, Maryborough, claim 
to be paid additional time on ac-
count of not being relieved at the 
Footbridge and having to bring the 
train into Melbourne yard. 
The allotment basis is for this train 

to be run to its destination, which is 
Melbourne yard. Rampling to be 
granted an additional fifteen minutes 
for having to bring the engine over 
the pit. 

Driver S. Cox, North Melbourne, claim 
to be paid at driving rate whilst 
employed upon light duty, owing to 

injuries received on duty. 
Matter finalised. Claim upheld. 

Fireman Elliott, Bendigo, claim for 
payment for time lost, owing tô 
serious injury to fingers, when 
engine was reversed by Driver, 
whilst he was oiling. 
Elliott not to blame. Have recom-

mended full pay for all time lost. 

Protest against Cleaners at North 
Melbourne being sent home after 
working half a shift, causing loss 
of lunch, and inconvenience, espe-
cially when trains are not running. 
Not in favour of this practice and 

will see that everything is done to 
avoid it, especially sending men home 
with less than a full shift, during 
hours that suburban trains are not 
running. 

MATTERS FINALISED WITH MR. 
STAMP, SUPT. OF LOCO RUNNING 
Request that an electric motor be in- 

stalled for turning the Seymour 
turn table. 
The Commissioners have now ap-

proved of an electric motor for the 
Seymour table, at a cast of £635. 
This is to be a capital charge, and 
the work will be put in hand as soon 
as money is available. 

Irregular working of home signal at 
Berrigurra. 
Driver Cookson, who was in charge 

of train, is not to blame as the signal 
arm was at proceed position for 
Cookson's train, and had not returned 
to "stop" position when the lever was 
returned in the frame. 

Operating Porter at fault for not 
noticing back light of signal when 
lever was returned in frame, and S.M. 
also at fault for not noticing back 
light when pulling off signal for 
other train. 

Departmental Board of Enquiry 
cannot give any reason for failure of 
the signalling apparatus. 

Protest against notice posted at Mary-
borough that Chargeman is to su-
pervise the work of Cleaners when 
replacing grate in smoke box of 
improved engines, after washing 
out, as this should not be regarded 
as Cleaners work. 
This work only to be done by 

cleaners when the services of a 
boilermaker or fitter are not available 
Will advise Maryborough to this ef-
fect. 

Protest against engine running tender 
first from Whittlesea to Melbourne 
during darkness. 
Arrangements made for engines to 

run engine first to Whittlesea on 
Saturdays to enable passengers to 
arrive in time for the football match. 
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By running engine first, there is a 
saving of 141 minutes, but by running 
tender first, there is a loss of 10 
minutes, and although it is not a 
desirable practice, cannot agree to any 
alteration. 

there must be a full crew on each 
engine that has a fire in it when 
bropght from Newport to North Mel-
bourne. 

Request that improved lighting be 
provided on coal chute, Wodonga. 
Instructions issued for light to be 

installed. 

Driver Harry, Bendigo, protest against 
Caution with Record, for not stop-
ping at Diggers' Rest, when run-
ning "up" passenger train. 
This train is shown in the Working 

Time Table, to stop at Diggers' Rest 
to pick up, and Harry should have 
taken no notice when told by Ticket 
Checker that he was not to stop at 
Diggers' Rest. Guard states that he 
pulled the tap to stop the train, 
although Harry states he stopped the 
train after over-shooting the platform 
when he noticed passengers standing 
on the platform. Cannot alter de-
cision. 

Request that disc signal out of "CC" 
siding be placed upon  a  higher post 
as drivers cannot see the signal 
when cars are standing in "B" or 
"BB" Sidings. 
Enquiries disclose that it will be 

necessary to raise the signal post 10 
feet. Papers forwarded to the Sig-
nals Branch. 

Protest against engine of 2 p.m., New-
port goods running tender first on 
the "down" trip. 
This due to increased loading for 

the "up" trip as a record shows that 
the loading on the "up" trip is 100 
per cent. greater than that on the 
"down" and "engine first" on the "up" 
also enables the quicker despatch 
through the suburban traffic and 
obviates "tender first" running during 
darkness. Request that more attention be given 

to the seats of engines. 
Mater taken up with all depots and 

reports show that seats are now in 
good order, and in future they will be 
attended to when booked. If neces-
sary, new seats will be provided from 
stock, and old seats sent to Newport 
for repairs. Protest against departure signals not 

being provided at Officer and other 
stations, and request for ruling as to 
the responsibility of the Driver in the 
event of the points being run through. 

No money available at present to 
provide departure signals. If the 
driver receives the staff for the sec-
tion in advance and also the starting 
signal from the Guard, he cannot 
then be held responsible in the event 
of the points not being correctly set. 

Protest against two engines under 
steam being brought from Newport 
to. North Melbourne with  a  crew 
on the first engine, but only a fire-
man on the second engine. 
No authority for this to be done. 

Will issue definite instructions that 

Japan's Attack On Changkufeng 
The Danger to Australia. 

Driver Bond, Ararat, protest against 
fine of £3, and being removed from 
Passenger and Mixed work, for ex-
cessive speed auproaching Bannock-
burn when running the "up" pas-
senger train. 
Not prepared to modify punishment 

as Bond has been continually under 
notice for exceeding the speed, and on 
this occasion the speed over a diverg-
ing road, was 50 miles per hour, in-
stead of 25 miles per hour. 

Complaint that trees obscure the view 
of the "down" home signal at Clyde. 
Way and Works Branch report 

that the trees were lopped, and the 
view now satisfactory. 

Protest against excessive rest jobs, 
also too much afternoon and night 
shift on "F" Roster, North Mel-
bourne. 
Do not consider Roster unreason-

able, as there are 49 jobs on the 
Roster, and the "sign on" times are 
as follows:— 
Day shift: 2 a.m. to 10 a.m., 15. 
Afternoon shift: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 22. 
Night shift: 6 p.m. to 2 a.m., 12. 

There are three rest jobs at Ararat, 
one at Daylesford and one at Traral-
gon. On six Saturdays, the men are 
either off duty for the day or finish 
early on the Saturday. 

Continual attacks have been made 
on the frontiers of the Soviet Union 
and Outer Mongolia, which is an inde-
pendent People's Republic on friendly 
terms with the  Soviet  Union. Each 
time, of course, the Japanese Fascists 
have painted these as "Soviet Aggres-
sion," and have posed as the noble de-
fenders of civilisation in Asia. But 
after a year of bestial and barbarous 
war on the defenceless women and 
children of  China,  it is difficult to per-
suade even the most ignorant people 
that the Japanese militarists are the 
saviours of civilisation. 

What is not widely realised, how- 
ever, is the extreme danger of these 
provocative Japanese attacks. Chang-
kufeng is a long way from Czechoslo-
vakia, and they are both a long way 
from Melbourne, but the link between 
the three is close for all that. Hitler, 
having seized Austria, with the con-
nivance of Chamberlain, and the in-
famous "Cliveden Set," that appears 
to control British policy, is now seek-
ing to grab Czechoslovakia. The main 
thing preventing him is the fact that 
Czechoslovakia has signed Pacts of 
Mutual Assistance with France and 
with the Soviet Union. Hitler seeks 
to break these pacts. Chamberlain 
through Runciman, is helping Hitler. 
The Japanese Fascists also thought to 
help by their attack on Changkufeng. 
This was intended to show the "weak-
ness" of the Red army. 

Had the Japanese succeeded, this 

Many of us have been thinking that 
Japan is no longer a menace. The 
Chinese people have put up such a 
magnificent fight that the Japanese 
Fascists have their hands full, and we 
needn't bother about them. 

Well, it is true that the Chinese 
people have put up a magnificent fight. 
But nothing could be more dangerous 
than to suppose that the Japanese 
rulers have ceased to be dangerous to 
peace and to Australia. 

The attack on Changkufeng has 
proved that. Here is a hill near 
Vladivostok, which even the conserva-
tive London "Times" agrees has been 
recognised as Russian territory for 
many years. The Soviet newspapers 
have published photographic conies of 
the Russo-Chinese Agreement of 1886, 
which proves unquestionably, accord-
ing to experts, that the hill is in So-
viet territory. 

Why did the Japanese attack? From 
a long-range viewpoint, this is part 
of a policy that the Japanese milita-
rists-  have been following for many 
years. Baron Tanaka. Premier of 
Japan. wrote in 1927 of the Japanese 
plans for war—first on Manchuria and 
Mongolia, then on China, next on the 
Soviet Union and the U.S.A„ and 
finally 'the conquest of the whole 
world. Since then, the naval group 
has advocated southward expansion 
towards Australia, but the dominant 
Group has gone on with its plans for 
the attack on the U.S.S.R. 
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would have led rapidly towards war in 
Central Europe, which sooner or later 
would involve Britain and thus also 
Australia. Fortunately, the strength 
of the defences of the workers' state 
have changed an attack on peace in-
to a victory for peace. 

,But the situation is still dangerous. 
Japanese aggression still threatens 
Australia, although the actual aggres-
sion may be in China or on the terri-
tory of the Soviet Republics. 

Action is needed—and the Austra-
lian workers have a grave responsi-
bility The Lyons Government has 
disgraced the name of Australia by its 
encouragement of the Japanese war-
makers. It is up to the Australian 
workers to show that the Lyons policy 
is not the policy of the Australian 
people. 

A big campaign is needed to change 
the policy of the Government The 
Trade. Agreement with Japan must be 
broken off until Japanese aggression 
entirely ceases. The Trade Unions 
must be strengthened until we can 
smash the Lyons Government's threat 
to use the Transport Workers' Act 
against the Waterside Workers. And 
every day 'we must work to increase 
the boycott of Japanese goods. 

Every Fascist attack is a menace 
to Australia. Unless we meet these 
attacks by the united action of the 
Australian workers, it will be our turn 
one day to suffer the barbarity and 
terror of Fascism—here on our own 
Australian soil. 

The question of "exemptions" has 
not been determined by the Commis-
sion, although present indications are 
that our members will not be exempt 
from any section as we have no sick 
leave or medical benefits and we 
cannot be exempt from the "Old Age 
Pension" section only. It is therefore 
wise for members to now sign up 
application forms for membership in 
their own "Approved Society." 

Application for registration has 
been forwarded to the Commission, 
provisional rules have been approved 
by your Federal Executive and the 
following provisional Committee ap-
pointed.  

Chairman—Mr. S. A. Drakeford, 
M.H.R., and Federal President. 

Secretary—Mr. J .M. Galvin, Federal 
Secretary. 

Treasurer—Mr. W. C. H. Collins, Sec-
retary Victorian Division. 

Committee—Messrs. W. Bishop, T. 
Dawson, B. Deveney, C. Franklin, 
J. Lester and R. Matheson, all 
members of Victorian Executive. 

When registration is approved, a 
general meeting will be held when a 
permanent committee will be elected. 
Although the society will be for all 
Divisions it was necessary to have all 
Victorians upon the provisional Com-
mittee. 

Application forms for membership 
together with explanatory circular, 
have been forwarded to all Branch 
Secretaries and should receive the 
earnest attention of all members. 

Substantial progress has been 
made towards the formation of our 
own "Approved Society," to adminis-
ter the health section of the National 
Insurance Scheme. All insured 
workers must  join up with one "Ap-
proved Society" and the fact of an 
insured worker being a member of a 
Friendly Society does not exempt him 
from joining an "Approved Society." 
For  the first five years of the opera-
tion of the Act all "Approved Socie-
ties" must give the same benefits to 
their members; additional benefits 
can only be given after the first in-
vestigation of the "Approved Socie-
ties" and will be determined mainly 
by the surplus of the society, so in 
selecting an "Approved Society" 
members must realise that no society 
can offer better terms than any other 
society. 

By joining your own "Approved So-
ciety" you will be building up a solid 
Trade Union Group of Approved So-
ceties, who will be able to obtain first 
hand information as to the many de-
fects of the present Act and also 
enable a continuous fight to be car-
ried on for the replacement of this 
unsatisfactory Act by one that will . 

give the workers justice and security 
without having to contribute from 
their already insufficient earnings. 

MEDIOURNE 
BITTER 
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