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THE LOCO THEATRE  
Cleanliness  Comfort  Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures  

Our Programs may be  
equalled but  

Cannot be Beaten  

PROGRAMME CHANGED  

UNITED WE STAND  
DIVIDED WE FALL  

UNIONISTS, you know what the  
above means. Whether you are in  
the Railways Service or any other  
calling, UNIONISM and all it  
stands for deserves your UNITED  
SUPPORT. If you do not give it,  
then you are helping the other side  
and all it stands for, i.e., Cheap  
Labour and Sweated Conditions.  
The Theatrical Employees' Associa-
tion have fought hard in the Arbi-
tration Court for what it has got;  

help them to keep it.  
Never in the history of Australia  

has the necessity for Unity been  
greater. So pass the word to the  

boys and your families to.  

Support The Loco  

TWICE WEEKLY  

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE  

	 J  
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The Footplate 
"They are slaves who will not dare 

All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

MANAGERIAL NOTES 

"The Footplate" is published 
monthly. 

All Branch Secretaries and Execu-
tive Officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name and address to 
them. We do the rest. 

'Phone: F 2235. 
Literary.—To ensure publication 

contributions must be in not later 
than 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that "The 
Footplate" is sent to their private ad-
dress, and not to Loco. Sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, 
and forward same also to their 
Branch Secretary. 

JOIN THE 

Loco Self-Denial Fund 
NO ENTRANCE FEE. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ..  .  .. 9d. WEEK 
BENEFITS .. .. £2/2/- per Week 

DEATH LEVY: 
l/- per Member upon the death of a 

Member or upon the death of a 
Member's wife. 

Over 900 Members have joined this 
Fund. 

Get a RULE BOOK on joining . 

DO IT NOW AND HELP 
YOURSELF. 

T. DAWSON, Secretary, 
19 Tennyson St., Seddon, W.11 

ASSIST YOUR BRANCH 
SECRETARY BY PAYING 
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 

QUARTERLY. 

NATIONAL INSURANCE 

Union to apply for Registration 
as "Approved Society." 

The National Health and Pensions Insurance Act is now the 
law of the land, and will commence from the beginning of 1939. 

Protests against the many obnoxious sections of the Act are 
now useless, and we must accept the Act until such time as we 
can persuade Parliament to make amendments to our liking. 

The Health Section will be administered by "Approved Socie-
ties," and the Union has decided to seek registration as an 
"Approved Society." 

Your Federal and Divisional Executives appeal to each and 
every member to be loyal to their own approved Society and not 
to take any action which will commit them to becoming a member 
of any other approved Society. 

By conducting our own Approved Society, it will bring the 
members closer together and enable a closer study to be made of 
the many ramifications of the Act and place the Union in a better 
position to make representations as to desirable amendments at 
a future date. 

No agreement entered into, prior to 1st October, as to member-
ship of an Approved Society, is binding. Forms for admission 
to our own Approved Society will be forwarded later on, and 
in the meantime, members are earnestly requested to carry out 
the following suggestions :- 

1. Do not enter into an arrangement to become a member of an 
Approved Society. 

2. Complete the form which will be made available by your 
Branch Secretary. 

3. Retain membership in all existing benefit Societies as 
health benefits under the National Insurance Scheme do not 
operate until six months' contributions have been paid. 

The question of exemptions from any section of the Act, cannot 
yet be determined, but this matter is receiving the close attention 
of your Executive, and members will be advised when reliable 
information is available. 

Application for exemption can only be made by the employer 
and the Commissioners are investigating the approximate cost of 
contributing to the National Insurance Fund, also the estimated 
cost of granting payment for sick leave and other concessions which 
would be necessary before exemption could be granted by the 
National Insurance Commission. 
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Electric Train Drivers Demand Higher Wages 
And Better Conditions. 

The fight to have the margins of 
electric train drivers restored to those 
of general class steam drivers; also 
for improved conditions, is being 
actively waged by the executive. 

The previous issue of the "Foot-
plate" contained a report of mass 
meeting held on 3rd July, the resolu-
tion carried at the mass meeting was 
adopted by the executive, at its meet-
ing held on 4th July. A request was 
forwarded to the Secretary for rail-
ways, asking that the Chairman of 
Commissioners, receive a mass deputa-
tion of electric train drivers, to discuss 
the following matters.- 

1- That the position of electric 
train drivers be raised in pay and 
status to that of general class steam 
driver. 

2. That Sunday penalty be paid for 
stand-by, walking and available time. 

3. That duration of shifts for 
electric train drivers not exceed 7+ 
hours. 

4. That no shift exceed 100 miles. 

COMMISSIONER DEELINE TO RE- 
CEIVE MASS DEPUTATION. 

The Commissioners declined to re-
ceive a mass deputation to discuss any 
of the items, but were agreeable to 
receive an ordinary deputation to dis- 
cuss items (3) and (4). The follow-
ing is a copy of a letter received from 
Secretary for Railways:- 

8th July, 1938. 
Mr. W. C. H. Collins, 

Loco Hall, Victoria Street, 
North Melbourne, N.1. 

Dear Sir,—In acknowledging your 
letter of 5th instant, conveying the 
terms of the resolution carried by a 
mass meeting of Electric Train Dri-
vers on Sunday, 3rd instant, concern-
ing their working conditions, and ask-
ing that a deputation be received by 
the Chairman on a Sunday afternoon 
to discuss the matter, I am directed to 
intimate that, as previously explained 
to your Organisation, Item 1 and 2, 
viz., 

1. That the position of Electric 
Train Driver be raised in pay 
and status to that of general 
class steam driver, and 

2. That Sunday penalty be paid for 
standby, walking and available 
time, 

are matters which have been deter-
mined by the Arbitration Court. 

The Commissioners are not pre-
pared to depart from the awards of 
the Court. and in the circumstances, it 
is felt that no purpose would be 
served by receiving a deputation to 
discuss these items. 

With regard to the other two items 
referred to in the resolution, viz., 

3. That the duration of shifts for 
electric train drivers not exceed 
71. hours; and 

4. That no shift exceed 100 miles, 
the Commissioners desire me to say 
that apart from the cost involved, 
there are many real operating diffi-
culties associated with an adjustment 
of the shifts in the manner desired by 
electric train drivers. An exhaustive 
survey is being made of the rosters 
worked by electric train drivers and 
electric suburban guards, and such 
adjustments as are found to be rea-
sonably and economically warranted 
will be made. 

Pending the completion of the sur-
vey, however, the Chairman will be 
prepared, as in the past, to receive a 
representative deputation from your 
Organisation to discuss any eases in 
which it is considered an unreasonable 
burden, is being imposed on electric 
train drivers by the incidence of their 
present rosters, but the interview will 
be held in the Chairman's office on a 
week day in the same manner as the 
many other interviews with repre-
sentatives of your Organisation have 
been conducted. 

The Chairman will be absent from 
Melbourne on official duties until after 
next week, but immediately on his 
return you will be advi ,, ed of tha (late 
for the interview.—Yours faithfully, 

(Sod.) E. C. EYERS, Secretary. 
This letter was considered by the 

executive at its meeting held on 18th 
July, when it was decided to accept 
the Commissioners' offer to discuss 
items (3) and  (4) by deputation, and 
to request the Honorable. The Premier, 
to receive a mass deputation to dis-
cuss items (1) and (2) 

DEPTITATT(N TO 
COMMISSIONERS. 

On Friday, 29th July, a deputation 
consisting of Mr. W. Bishop (Presi-
dent) and Messrs. Devenev, Petti-
ford and  Wallis (electric train 
drivers) and Mr. C. Collins (General 
Secretary) waited upon the chair-
man of Commissioners, when items 
(3) and (4) were discussed at 
len eth. 

Every point in favour of shifts 
being completed within 7 hours, and 
a maximum mileage of 100 miles, was 
placed before the chairman by the 
deputation. 

The Chairman, in reply, said his 
officers were making a continuous 
survey of the rosters, with a view to 
making improvements, and there was 
a gradual reduction in the roster 
shifts that exceeded 8 hours. The 
same applied with the reduction in 
mileage, the figures showing that  

there had been a 4 per cent. reduction 
in shifts over 100 miles for the past 
12 months. 

The deputation asked that when the 
general survey of the rosters was 
being undertaken, that the union be 
permitted to have one or  more  rep-
resentatives present, to confer with 
the Departmental Officers, and submit 
suggestions for improvements. 

The Chairman said that this sugges-
tion was reasonable, and would be 
favourably considered. 

Deputation informed the Chairman 
that the electric train drivers regretted 
that he has been unable to agree to 
meet them as a mass deputation, to 
discuss the various items. 
MASS DEPUTATION TO MINISTER 

OF TRANSPORT. 
A request was forwarded to the 

Honorable, The Premier, Mr. A. A. 
Dunstan, M.L.A. to receive a mass 
deputation to discuss items (1) and 
(2). The Premier was unable to 
receive the deputation, but arranged 
for the Honorable, The Minister of 
Transport, Mr. Hyland, M.L.A., to 
receive a mass deputation. Although 
the Chairman of Commissioners would 
not receive a mass deputation upon 
any item, the Minister of Transport 
did not hesitate to agree to receive 
a mass de^utation. 

On Wednesday 3rd August, about 
150 electric train drivers waited upon 
the Minister of Transport. The depu-
tation was introduced by the Honor-
able J. Cain, M.L A., Leader of the 
State Parliamentary Labour Party, 
and Mr. Cain was ably supported by 
the following official sneakers.—Mr. 
A. S. Drakeford, M.H.R., Federal 
President, Mr. W. Bishop, President, 
Messrs. Deveney, Lester, Wallis and 
Pettiford, Electric train drivers, and 
Mr. C. Collins, General Secretary. 

Mr. CAIN, M.L.A., in introducing 
the deputation, thanked the Minister 
for agreeing to receive the deputation, 
and referred to the fact that the 
Commissioners had declined to receive 
the deputation. He considered that 
the Commissioners should be prepared 
to meet the men to discuss their griev-
ances. He was satisfied that the 
electric train drivers had just griev-
ances as regards their rate of pay, 
Electris train drivers in New South 
Wales, were receiving an 8/- margin, 
which was the same margin as paid 
to general class sto m drivers, both 
in Victoria and N.S W. 

Regarding Sunday penalty rate, 
he could not understand any employer 
deducting 10 mins. at the commence-
ment of a shift, and 10 mins. at the 
completion of  the shift. and treating 
this as passive time, although the men 
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were performing work for the em-
ployer. The men were not asking for 
something new, but were simply 
asking to have restored to them, 
something which had been taken from 
them unjustly by the court. He 
trusted the Minister would do what-
ever was in his power to rectify the 
anomalies which would be brought 
before him, and restore harmony 
amongst electric train drivers, who 
were performing valuable and respon-
sible work for the community. 

MR. DRAKEFORD, H.H.R., Federal 
President, said that he knew of no 
body of men who were so unjustly 
treated, as the electric train drivers. 
There was no justification for electric 
train drivers receiving 2/- per day less 
than the general class steam drivers. 
There was no more responsible posi-
tion in the whole of the railways than 
that of an electric train driver, who 
was working under severe strain. 

Mr. Drakeford referred to the evi-
dence given before the Railways 
Classification Board, and the Arbitra-
tion Court by Mr. A. E. Smith, who 
was Chief Mechanical Engineer at the 
time of giving the evidence, and the 
late Mr. J. Rist, who was Electric 
Running Inspector from the inception 
of the Service, until the time of his 
death. 

The men were following constitu-
tional methods to rectify their griev-
ances, and were appealing to the 
Minister and his Government, to 
intervene to secure justice for the 
electric train drivers. 

MESSRS. BISHOP, DEVENEY, 
LESTER, PETIFORD, WALLIS, and 
COLLINS, each spoke at length and 
placed before the Minister, various 
points in support of the requests. 

The history of the rates of pay for 
electric train drivers was explained 
When electric traction was first intro-
duced in 1917, the Commissioners 
proposed to reduce the rates of pay 
for electric train drivers, below that 
received by drivers upon the steam 
suburban service, but following rep-
resentations, the Commissioners 
agreed to pay the same rates pending 
the question being investigated by the 
Railways Classification Board. 

Before the Railways Classification 
Board, the Commissioners claimed a 
lower rate of pay for electric train 
drivers than that paid to steam drivers 
but the Departmental witnesses, 
Messrs. Smith and Rist, each gave 
evidence which supported the claim 
of the Union for equal rates of pay. 
The Board, after full consideration, 
made an Award, fixing the same rates 
of pay for electric train drivers as for 
steam drivers. This continued until 
rates were again reviewed by the 
Railways Classification Board, when 
a similar decision was given. The 
next step was the claim by the Union  

for all round increased rates before 
the Arbitration Court, when the case 
was heard by His Honor, Mr. Justice 
Powers, and again the same rates were 
awarded for both steam and electric 
train drivers, the margins being in-
creased. The next revision of wages 
was before His Honor, Judge Drake-
Brockman, of the Arbitration Court, 
when the Commissioners again claimed 
lower margins for electric train 
drivers, and produced as witnesses, 
Mr. N. C. Harris (now a Commis-
sioner) and Mr. Ruglan, Assistant to 
the Supt. of Loco Running. Neither 
of these witnesses had the same ex-
pert knowledge of steam and electric 
running, as was possesed by previous 
Departmental Witnesses, Messrs. Rist 
and Smith. As far as was khown, 
Mr. Harris had never driven an electric 
train, whilst Mr. Ruglan had only 
driven an electric train under the 
supervision of an electric train driver, 
who had to accept the full responsi-
bility whilst Mr. Ruglan operated the 
controls. 

• 

The work of an electric train driver 
involved great skill, concentration and 
responsibility, as practically all of the 
running was done within the suburban 
area and from two to three signals 
had to be observed every minute, as 
well as a continuous lookout for cross-
ings, repair gangs, and numerous other 
obstacles, all of which constituted a 
danger point to the driver. 

The number of electric trains had 
increased considerably and there were 
now about 280 more trains arriving 
and departing from Flinders Street 
Station, daily, than was the case a 
few years ago. The total daily arri-
vals and departures now reached the 
enormous figure of 2492, which was 
a world's record for any one station. 

The .men employed upon the steam 
service were supporting the electric 
train drivers whole-heartedly, as they 
realised that the reduction of margins 
lessened the number of positions open 
to them for their future promotion. 
When the margins were the same, 
there was no dirth of senior applicants 
to transfer from the steam to the 
electric service, and this accounted in 
no small measure, for the efficient 
inauguration and extension of a ser-
vice that any body of men could be 
proud of, but since the reduced mar-
gins were enforced, the senior men 
upon the steam service, were not 
applying, as it meant a reduction in 
their rates of pay. 

The position has now been reached 
when men with practically no driving 
experience were being transferred to 
the electric service, and although 
these men had years of steam service 
as firemen, they had not actually 
train driving experience, and it was 
not fair to place these men in charge  

of electric suburban passenger trains. 
This would be overcome by restoring 
the margin to that paid to steam 
drivers. 

The commissioners had stated they 
could not restore the margins but the 
deputation desired to stress that the 
rates fixed by the court were mini-
mum rates only and the employer 
could pay in excess of the Award if 
so desired. 

Numerous other points were men-
tioned by the various speakers, in-
cluding the Sunday time penalty, it 
being stressed that the Sunday pe-
nalty had now been reduced to time 
and a quarter, and that the penalty 
should apply to all time given up by 
the employe, and should not be 
separated into `active' and `passive' 
time. 

THE MINISTER'S REPLY. 

THE MINISTER in reply, said there 
was no need to thank him for receiv-
ing the deputation. He had been 
asked by the Premier to explain that 
it was not possible for The Premier 
to receive, even half, of the deputa-
tions which were asked for, as he was 
such a busy man, and that was the 
sole reason, why the Premier had 
asked the Minister of Transport to 
receive this deputation. Both the 
Premier and himself were always 
pleased to receive deputations, and to 
hear the requests, although they could 
not grant all of the requests made to 
them. 

He had listened with great interest 
to the case presented and must con-
gratulate the speakers upon the man-
ner in which they had placed the case 
before him. He was able to ap-
preciate the position, and he had, 
when a boy, desired to become an 
Enginedriver, but had finished up 
by becoming a stationary engine-
driver, with a first class ticket. He 
was now convinced that he was lucky 
he did not succeed in becoming a loco-
motive enginedriver. He had every 
sympathy with the views expressed 
and would confer with the chairman 
of Commissioners, and if unable to 
adjust the matters, would then place 
the representations before cabinet, 
and it would be a matter for cabinet 
to determine. No doubt, the speakers 
realised that cabinet could not order 
the Commissioners to restore the 
margins, unless they were prepared 
to pay the aditional cost, which would 
involve a considerable sum. 

The deputation was received at 12. 
15 p.m. and concluded at 2 p.m. 

The decision of cabinet is being 
awaited with interest, and upon that 
decision will depend what further 
action is to be taken to have these 
matters adjusted. 
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Branch Reports 
BALLARAT.—The monthly meeting 

of the above branch was held at the 
waiting room, Ballarat East, on Sun-
day, July 10, there being a fair atten-
dance of members. The minutes being 
read and confirmed, correspondence 
dealt with and result of deputation 
was reported. Members are pleased 
to see that a Walschaert engine is 
being put on the 12.25 ex Geelong, as 
the test was made with this type 
of engine, but it has got to be a good 
one to keep to the schedule. We are 
pleased to know that a light is to be 
put on the North side of coal stage, 
but some of our members will still 
have to strike matches to find their 
way to their lockers in the shed. Many 
items were listed for Depot Foreman, 
and a couple for executive. The 
meeting closed at 12.15 p.m.—R.E. 

be made in the one day. The Presi-
dent delivered an interesting address 
upon the general activities of the 
Union, and answered a number of 
questions. A vote of thanks to Com-
rade Bishop for his able address was 
moved byComrade G. Jones, and se-
conded by Comrade Weigard, and 
carried by acclamation. 

—J.M. 

home and have tea, and change, before 
attending their meeting. One often 
hears the remark: "What is the Union 
doing?" Presumably the executive 
is meant. It can be definitely stated 
that the executive, with very few ex-
ceptions, is doing its utmost under 
very trying conditions, to improve the 
lot of the membership. It is true 
they do not always agree, but they do 
make considerable sacrifices in the 
interests of the Union. The greatest 
help the members can give the exe-
cutive is their active interest and at-
tendance at meetings, and the greatest 
reward they can receive is results 
for the benefit of all members. The 
branch committee is anxious to enrol 
as many of the younger cleaners as 
possible into a cleaners' committee. 
It is necessary that those new members 
should be instructed in the need and 
methods of organisation. They will 
be called upon in the near future to 
take their share of the coming 
struggle. 

—CHAS. J. FRANKLIN. 

BENDIGO.—There was a large at-
tendance of members at a special 
meeting of the Branch, held in the 
Drivers' Room, on Sunday, 10th July, 
at 2.30 p.m. A special meeting had 
been called to deal with the resig-
nations of our Branch Secretary, 
Comrade J. Badham, and Branch 
Chairman, Comrade J. Foley. The 
resignations were submitted on ac-
count of a member desiring to move a 
"no confidence" motion at the pre-
vious meeting, although no charges 
were laid against either man. As 
the Secretary and Chairman would 
not agree to withdraw their resigna-
tions, and as no member was prepared 
to lay a charge against them, the 
resignations were accepted. Com-
rade Bishop, President of the Division, 
was in attendance at the meeting, 
and greatly assisted the members of 
the Branch in discussing this matter. 
The special meeting was closed, and 
the ordinary meeting was then held, 
when Comrade J. McKerlie was elec-
ted unopposed to the position of 
Branch Chairman. Three nominations 
were received for the position of 
Branch Secretary, those nominated 
being Comrades Trycross, Milburn and 
Huddle, and a ballot of members of 
the Branch is now being held. One 
minute's silence was observed as a 
mark of respect for bereavement suf-
fered by Comrade Wearn, who lost 
his brother, and Comrade Arthur, who 
lost his father. Notice of motion to 
alter the time of meeting from 10.30 
a.m. to 2.30 p.m. was accepted, and 
will be considered at next meeting. 
Those favouring the alteration sug-
gested that if the meeting were held 
in the afternoon, it would permit an 
Executive Officer to visit the Branch 
more frequently, as the trip could then 

BENALLA.—The monthly meeting 
of the Benalla Branch was held in the 
Institute on Sunday, 10th July, com-
mencing at 2.30 p.m. Comrade Mor-
gan presided over a fair attendance. 
The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and confirmed, the corres-
pendonce was dealt with, and was 
satisfactory to all concerned. The 
news letter contained its usual amount 
of interest. We are pleased to report 
that Comrade E. Brown is back at 
work again, after several months of 
illness. We are pleased to learn that 
the Executive are still working hard 
to have supers appointed to the per-
manent staff. Work has eased off 
considerably at this centre. Quite 
a number of members are on annual 
leave. Meeting closed at 4.15 p.m. 

A. W. BOURKE. 

CENTRAL.—The ordinary meeting 
was held on Sunday, 10/7/38. Mr. J. 
Fell occupied the chair. Minutes of 
the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. The resignation submit-
ted by Comrade Fell to the meeting 
was not accepted, the Branch re-
taining confidence in him as chairman. 
Correspondence from the executive 
was read, asking for instances where 
men were rostered with less than 12 
hour intervals between shifts. The 
action of the branch secretary was 
endorsed, in thanking the shunter& 
section for their cordial welcome to 
their annual smoke social. A motion 
that a letter be received from Comrade 
Higgs regarding irregularities and 
lack of co-operation by the transpor-
tation branch was carried. It was 
desired that Comrade Higgs should 
be in attendance when the items were 
dealt with. Arising out of the news 
letter, the question of more time being 
allowed to goods trains when passen-
ger trains were approaching a station 
was discussed at length. The item 
was forwarded to annual conference. 
Several alterations to rules were for-
warded to the executive for inclusion 
in the agenda for conference. One 
alteration provided for a maximum 
payment of two hours to executive 
members who lost time attending 
meetings. Should this be agreed to, 
it would give executive members on 
afternoon shift an opportunity to go 

DONALD.—On Saturday evening, 
July 2, a most enjoyable evening was 
held in V.R.I. Room. We had the 
pleasure of having with us Comrade 
W. Bishop, president of the Division, 
who, during the evening, made a pre-
sentation to Mr. Joe Lyndon, who had 
reached the retiring age of 65 years. 
In the course of his remarks he said 
the presentation was 5 years too late; 
that though our comrade had run the 
full trip allowed, and reached 65 hale 
and hearty, he was fortunate, for 
many failed to reach that age full of 
running, as Joe had, and with fas-
ter schedules. greater mileage, and 
greater responsibility, imposed on 
those who run the trains to the four 
corners of the State, the retiring age 
should be 60 years. Our chargeman, 
Fred Rowley, presented Joe with a 
handsome chiming clock, as a token 
of appreciation from, the whole rail-
way staff of Donald, and he would ex-
press the wish that the clock would 
run sweetly for many years, without 
a breakdown, and that Joe would hear 
the chimes for many a day to come. 
Several members of the Staff sup-
ported the remarks of speakers. Joe, 
in response, thanked one and all for 
the presents given him, and while his 
railway career had ended, and the 
time had come when he must quit the 
footplate, he would remain a member 
of the good old A.F.U.L.E., an hono-
rary member to the end. To the 
young chaps coming along, he would 
say, 'don't forget the Union; take an 
active part; pay your dues; keep fi-
nancial. He had good times and bad 
times, and it was with feelings of 
regret that he stepped off the plate 
for the last time. The secretary, C. 
Morrison, presented a clock to Vin. 
Hawke, who had recently joined the 
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MARYBOROUGH.—The ordinary 
monthly meeting was held in the 
Workers' Hall, on Sunday, 10/7/38. 
Attendance was very fair. Comrade 
Geo. Dooley occupied the chair. Mi-
nutes of previous meeting confirmed, 
and correspondence was listened to 
with interest. I am pleased to say 
work is keeping up very well at this 
depot, and the supers are working full 
time. One of our comrades, in the 
person of Fred Sheen, has been lad 
aside with sickness. We all wish 
Fred  a  speedy recovery. There were 
a fair number of items for general 
business, which were sent on to the 
officers for attention. I am pleased 
to state that  a  start has at last been 
made with the much needed repairs to 
our shed, that have been a long time 
overdue, and everybody will be pleased 
when the job is finished. After every-
body had  a  fair go, and no more 
general business coming forward, the 
Chairman declared the meeting closed 
at 415 p.m. We regret that in last 
branch report,  a  mistake was made as 
when extending our sympathy to Com-
rade Chamberlain for the loss he had 
suffered in a recent bereavement, his 
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ranks of the Benedicts, from the Rail-
way staff; Vin. suitably responded. 
Singing of Auld Lang Syne brought 
the evening to  a  happy end. During 
the evening several items were given 
by the members of the staff. On 
Sunday afternoon 'Comrade Bishop 
addressed a special meeting, whit 
was well attended, and gave a splen-
did address on the doings of the union 
during the last 12 months. At the 
conclusion of his address  a  hearty 
vote of thanks was passed and carried 
with acclamation. The ordinary meet-
ing was held Sunday, July 10, Com-
rade Bob Jenkins presiding over  a 
good attendance. Quite  a  number of 
changes have occurred here, Mr. 
Tom Keating having gone to Benalla, 
while we welcome Driver M. Zampatti 
from Maryborough in his place. Of 
the transportation, Guard Tom Dana-
her has gone passenger Guard to 
Deniliquin, and Jack Smith Parcels 
Porter of many years standing is 
leaving in the near future. I under-
stand for Korumburra. The weather 
is keeping very dry, and unless the 
district soon gets rain the outlook for 
the season will be gloomy. 

—C. H. MORRISON. 

GEELONG.—The meeting of the 
above branch for July was held in the 
Drivers' Room, commencing at 10 
a.m., the Chairman presiding over  a 
good attendance. We are pleased to 
see that Mr. B. Slaven is able to 
resume work again after  a  long ill-
ness, and we trust he enjoys better 
health in the future. Mr. C. Fisher 
is again on the sick list, and we wish 
him  a  speedy recovery. Work at 
this depot has fallen off, and  a  large 
number of drivers are firing, and we 
hope for an improvement in the near 
future. There were some lively dis-
cussions on various matters, and  a 
large list of items listed for deputa-
tion to local officer. The meeting 
closed at 12.15 p.m. 

—F. R. 'WHELPTON. 

HAMILTON. — Ordinary monthly 
meeting of branch was held at rail-
way station 10/7/38, at 10.30 a.m., 
Branch President, J. O'Shea, occupy-
ing the chair to a moderate attendance. 
Minutes of previous meeting were 
read and confirmed and resultant busi-
ness disposed of, the correspondence, 
including news letter, was read and 
received. Matters in course of sub-
mission to district administration were 
entirely satisfactory, due to superio-
rity of personal contacts over the cor-
respondence method. Re shortages in 
engine kit-boxes—The figures are as-
tonishing, but, for the most part they 
are not actual losses. Articles are 
"borrowed" from kits in the shed and 
finish up in the store-room to be sub-
sequently re-issued, but, if stamped, 
it would curtail this "circulation" of 
articles now "posted as missing." Re 

Federal journal—Branch trusts that 
the Queensland Division will speedily 
fall into line in regard to proposal. 
No organisation can be truly a "'cede-
rat' one unless the motto, "All for 
each, etc.," is given something more 
than `lip service." Impending retire-
ment of Mr. Crowley, Examining Offi-
cer. Many of us, no doubt, have an 
encyclopaedic knowledge, but it is not 
given to many to be able to impart 
that knowledge to others. This offi-
cer has that faculty in  a  high degree, 
combined with the realisation that the 
business was intended to be more of an 
instruction than an inquisition. The 
branch wishes him ' Bon Voyage." 
General Business proving to be ligh-
ter than usual, and mainly of a do-
mestic character, was expeditiously 
elsposed of and meeting closed at 
12.60 p.m.—"DIOGENES.'' 

JOLIMONT.—The monthly meeting 
of Branch was held in Lecture Hall, 
July 13, at 2 p.m. Comrade Pettiford 
presided over  a  good attendance. Mi-
nutes of previous meeting were read 
and confirmed. Business arising out 
of same was as follows:—The light 
at Dawson Street level crossing, 
Brunswick; this matter is in hand. 
No doubt some alteration will be 
made in the near future. Signal Post 
No. 137; drivers not satisfied with 
decision of departmental investigation. 
Now listed for deputation to Chair-
man. Request of previous meeting 
for roster committee to meet with  a 
view of going into rosters. The Com-
mittee considered that it did not war-
rant expense at present juncture, as 
department had intimated that an ex-
haustive survey of rosters was being 
made, and matter was also listed for 
next deputation, therefore request was 
deferred, pending result of same, the 
result of which will be placed before 
members. Platform mirrors now ap-
pear to be O.K. Correspondence: 
Received from Sec. for Railways  a  no-
tification to the effect that Chairman 
refused to receive mass deputation. 
Reason: No good purpose would be 
served, as the major matters, items 
1 and 2, were covered by awards of 
Arbitration Court. The Chairman 
agreed to meet  a  small representative 
body on items 3 and 4. The men 
strongly resent the action on the part 
of the Chairman, and it was considered 
lack of courtesy and interest by refus-
ing to hear the men, in connection 
with their respective claims. It was 
then resolved by meeting that further 
efforts be made to receive mass de-
putation. This resolution was for-
warded to executive. The executive 
are now on their toes, and no stone 
will be left unturned by that body 
until our claims, such as status rates 
of pay and conditions generally, are 
restored to the position that we, in 
the earlier days, enjoyed. Later, re-
ports in this regard will be received  

per correspondence from General 
Secretary. It is to be hoped that  a 
more reasonable view will be taken by 
the Premier. All constitutional me-
thods on the part of our men should 
be encouraged by all concerned, and 
not sabotaged. The tactics adopted 
by the department of late towards 
our men show the lack of appreciation 
generally for the honest, loyal, and 
capable manner in which the men are 
carrying out one of the most valuable 
and responsible key positions in the 
Commonwealth. Report from Gen. 
Sec., in connection with the business 
of the widow of our Late Comrade 
A. Collins. 	This matter has been 
successfully finalised. 	A letter of 
appreciation is to be sent to Gen. Sec. 
re keen interest and prompt attention 
An  case. Received from Association 
of Transport Workers' Womenfolk  a 
letter, offering their moral support, 
and wishing our men every success in 
the fight for better wages and condi-
tions. Our fight is naturally their 
fight, as the womenfolk have to make 
ends meet in the home. An acknow-
ledgment appreciating the spirit of 
the womenfolk is to be sent to Mrs. 
Caple, the Secretary. General Busi-
ness: The meeting resolved to send 
a letter of congratulation to Senator 
Sheehan, in connection with his recent 
success. "The tip's the thing," when 
waiting to relieve, stand in prominent 
position, and convey to your mate that 
you are present, thus avoiding undue 
delay on going to meal or sign off. 
Meeting closed 4 p.m. All members 
not on duty are requested to attend 
next Branch Meeting, August 17, Lec-
ture Hall, at 2 p.m. Help us to help 
you. 
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father was mentioned, whereas Com-
rade Chamberlain was bereaved of his 
mother. 

SOCIALISATION PAGE 
—C. M-ILLER. 

SEYMOUR.—The monthly meeting 
of the Seymour Branch was held on 
Sunday, July 10th, Mr. G. Nicholson 
occupying the chair in the absence of 
our chairman, away on  a  Wodonga 
rest job. Owing to the number of 
members being transferred to other 
depots it was necessary to have  a 
reshuffle of members to bring the 
rosters up-to-date. Another of our 
senior firemen has passed for  a  driver 
and at the present time we are well 
supplied with drivers, which enabled 
the holidays to be booked off freely. 
At the present time we have the 
largest number on record on holidays. 
On the 29th of July the combined 
Unions are holding their annual Rail-
way Social and everything has the 
appearance of being  a  very success-
ful event. Some of the young clea-
ners, who have been working on the 
out stations are to receive substantial 
cheques and the union is to be compli-
mented on the good work done for 
these men. At the present time the 
main topic of conversation is National 
Insurance and everywhere you go 
somebody is seeking information in 
regard to same. It cannot be much 
good or we would not have got it so 
quickly. On the other hand some of 
the things that appear good to us and 
which we have been trying to get for 
years, are still as far away as ever. 
National Insurance is only one way of 
making you pay for your old age 
pension whilst you are working. Mem-
bers wish to extend their sincere sym-
pathy to Mr. J. Joiner and Mr. F. 
Piggott in their recent bereavements. 
–J. C. MANGAN. 

Socialism — Its A.B.C. 
A STUDY SERIES FOR BEGINNERS — No, 20 

Conclusion of Series. 

WODONGA.—The usual monthly 
meeting of the Wodonga Branch was 
held on Sunday, 10th July, at 11 a.m., 
Comrade A. Reid acting as Chairman. 
Minutes of the previous meeting being 
read and confirmed, correspondence 
received, the news letter read, with 
the usual amount of interest, the 

 Chairman welcomed four visiting 
members from neighbouring branches. 
The meeting was well attended. The 
adoption of half-yearly balance, and 
"A" return; it showed a great im-
provement on our last report. Items 
were taken for alteration to rules for 
annual conference. Several items 
were taken for deputation, some local, 
and others for D.R.S. Holidays are 
in full swing how, and the work has 
eased off. Those who were on loan 
have gone back to their respective de-
pots. As this was all that was forth-
coming, and the hour getting late, the 
Chairman then declared the meeting 
closed. 

corpses blown high and wide are 
symbols of imperialist capitalism. 

Capitalism is war-or Revolution. 
There can be no peace for capi-

talism. Capitalism must ceaselessly 
seek expansion for marketing its ac-
cumulating surplus of production. Op-
portunities for expansion grow fewer, 
and glutted markets are of increasing 
seriousness. The condition of over-
produced markets makes it impossible 
for the capitalists to realise their pro-
fits, which obviously is  a  circumstance 
dependent upon their ability to sell. 
Given more science and more ma-
chinery, with its corresponding grea-
ter rate of labour exploitation, and 
the condition of depressed or over-
loaded markets arrives more quickly 
and with increasing severity. Exter-
nal wars or internal revolutions are 
the choice in turn of the capitalist 
nations. 

Socialism is Peace and Prosperity. 
Human society will only be free of 

war when the reign of private pro-
perty has been abolished. That 
doesn't mean that private ownership 
of the purely personal and minor 
things of life is opposed to social 
well-being, but it does mean that the 
industries essential to social life must 
be socially owned. 

Reiteration. 
There is no need to continue this 

series. Whether the objective has 
been achieved is now  a  matter for the 
readers' judgment. An endeavour has 
been made in simple language and 
easy manner to reveal the class nature 
of society, combating the fallacy that 
class-war is the result of socialist 
agitation. 

Contrary to widely accepted views, 
the claim has here been made that pri-
mitive man was  a  peaceful man; that 
only civilization and private property 
has made him "savage." Under pri-
mitive Communism there was no 
class rule and no use of force. When 
cattle became private property, so 
also did women, and the peace of 
primitive man was disturbed by the 
incipient strife of cattle-raiding. 

When the land became private pro-
perty, and the ruling class organised 
the armed force of  a  State, then hu-
man society knew the meaning of con-
tending armies and battlefields. With 
the development of private property, 
class war became more sharply de- 

Imperialist Capitalism. 
An understanding ox the manner by 

which the Capitalist appropriates 
(steals) production, gives also an ap-
preciation of the rapidity with which 
an accumulation ox wealth can be 
achieved. 

It explains the ever greater con-
centrations of Capital and industry. 
That, while there may be an increase 
in the number of small businesses, 
occasioned by the increase of popula-
tion and industry, their share in the 
total production ever lessens. Giant 
Concerns whose ownerships are inter-
locked with finance corporations 
dominate industrial life, and most of 
the smaller industrial plants, busi-
nesses and agricultural proprietors 
have no real independence, being at 
the mercy of the distributing firms and 
the banks. Of such internal conflict 
is our competitive Capitalist Civilisa-
tion. Class is against class, and 
every man's hand against his fellow-
man. Further, too, capitalist 
civilisation is essentially an era of 
military war, private ownership of 
the organised machinery of production 
being the mother of war. Blood will 
continue to flow in torrents while the 
imperialists contend with each other 
over the extensions and limitations 
of their respective class privileges, 
while antagonistic groups of capi-
talists under their respective banners 
utilise their power of accumulating 
more wealth and property, everything 
is bent to serve their purpose. All 
scientific, political, and social life 
yield their institutions for propaganda 
to imperialist ideals. Capitalist 
appropriation of wealth explains all 
that, but there is one feature not to 
be overlooked. All nations are not 
equal in their degree of development, 
this unevenness favours the advanced 
nations; the irregularity of develop-
ment makes backward people an easy 
prey to the more advanced. The 
imperialists, skilled in the exploitation 
of their own people can intensify the 
exploitation of peoples in savage, 
feudal, and semi.fecdal countries, 
halting their development and keep-
ing them servile; to wit, Africa, India, 
and China. 

The peoples of "lower culture" are 
pushed to the wall and eliminated as 
competitive factors in the evolution 
of capitalism; smashed cities, smoking 
ruins of homes and dismembered —G. H. LYNCH. 
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fined, and its concomitant, military 
war, ever more destructive. 

So we saw that, while the slave 
civilisations of antiquity were des-
troying one another in their incessant 
wars for slaves, land, and tribute, 
the Germanic Barbarians were evolv-
ing towards•civilisation. These peoples 
were originally peaceful, but later 
they learned the art of war from the 
Romans, whose decaying empire fell 
under their onslaughts. Then after 
centuries of strife and confusion the 
semi-free and semi-slave civilisation 
of Feudalism was formed. In this 
period the Barons continually fought 
each other to enlarge their domains 
and increase the number of exploitable 
serfs. The towns were the scenes of 
continuous conflict between guildmas-
ters and their journeymen and ap 
prentices. Destruction grew apace, 
and the Church was compelled to out-
law war during Lent and other holy 
days, as well as on Thursdays, Fri-
days, and Saturdays. Feudal society 
gradually developed and nurtured 
within itself the new class, the bour-
geoisie, the founders of modern capi-
talism. Then we noted how science, 
and the further division of labor tasks 
by machinery aided the development 
of capitalism and completed the des-
truction of Feudalism and hastened 
Society forward to world markets and 
the super-capitalism of Imperialism. 

Class Consciousness. 
Nationalism and patriotism have 

been agents of enormous advantage, 
but nevertheless, although not always 
apparent, every capitalist class, 
of no matter what national 
grouping, has been consistent 
in its »class" consciousness. We can 
recall how, at the end of the Great 
War, when the Russian Socialist Re-
public united by revolution the Im-
perial power of Britain, America, Ger-
many and Japan, carried on unsuccess-
ful war of intervention, endeavouring 
to smash the growing power of the 
workers' soviets. That when the Ger-
man democratic republic was formed 
after the war, known as the Weimar 
Republic, it caused uneasiness to 
French and British Imperialisms, lest 
it too should go the Russian pathway. 
That it was smashed, and a reac-
tionary clique developing Nazism en-
throned as a barrier against the west-
ward spread of Sovietism, is evidence 
of capitalist class-consciousness. 

Undoubtedly sanctions as provided 
for in article 16 of the League of 
Nations, completely applied, would 
so cripple a country that it would 
cause social revolution within it—the 
partial sanctions that Italy suffered 
were beginning to take drastic effect, 
hence before Italy could be driven 
"Red" Capitalist consciousness in 
Britain, France and elsewhere called 
a halt. 

That Franco, in Spain, is being as-
sisted now by the Chamberlain clique 
and London financiers (despite the 

penalty of armed adjustment to come 
later) is no secret. 

Socialism—Our Only Way Out. 
Finally then, we come back to the 

statement at the opening of the series 
in March, 1936—that a study of "So-
cialism involves a recognition of the 
struggle between social classes;" that 
its study is presented as offering `'the 
only true solution to your work-a-day 
problems; that it is "not merely a 
delightful and very much ultimate 
system—but practical hard-headed 
politics;" that "as the number of so-
cialists increases among the men of 
the Railway Service by that much 
greater will become the quality of 
their industrial and political expres-
sion." 

No. 21.—That Democracy is 

"Anyhow," said dad, "Most people 
know absolutely nothing of politics 
and their own jobs absorb all their 
attention—so what's the use of preach-
ing hi-falutin ideals to them?" 

"Surely, dad, you wouldn't suggest 
that the professional politicians have 
a private right to an interest in poli-
tics." 

"Not by any means, my son. But, 
while a politician must take an inte-
rest because it is his life's work, other 
people are not so compelled; and many 
pleasurable distractions are waiting 
once their jobs release them." 

"So what, dad?" 
"Democracy is a farce—there is no 

such thing. Elections arouse tempo-
rary interest in party welfare by 
`catch-cries,' and `stunts,' even so, the 
decisions largely rest on personal is-
sues in the electorates as between 
the candidates and the voters." 

"I see your dad's point," said Wil-
lie, who turning to address the fa-
ther, added, "You mean, sir, that no 
substantial degree of political edu-
cation is possible among the people 
at large, either at election time or at 
any other time ?" 

"Exactly so, Willie. In fact, I believe 
that the people are politically debased 
by being tricked so often at elec-
tions." 

"What dad says has much truth in 
it, don't you think so, Willie?" 

"Yes, but possessing a mere disgust 
at political practices only provides the 
Fascist with argument for opposition 
to Parliamentary democracy." 

"You're right there, Willie! And I'll 
bet that was dad's reaction when he 
joined their lodge, am I right, dad?" 

"Very largely so. There was, how-
ever, more to my decision than mere 
disgust. I firmly believed, and still 

Let us develop Socialist theory and 
knowledge by the study of how man-
kind has lived and acted throughout 
the ages. Let us not for ever wait to 
pluck up courage for progress by 
being urged to it through sufferings 
that seem almost out of proportion. 

Our class is of necessity forced to 
a vanguard position in all political 
and industrial action, and socialism, 
as a science of social development, 
based upon and recognising class 
struggle, will give us the advantage 
of knowing how best to act. 

Our simple slogan, _xpressive of our 
great social ideal, remains: 

Ownership in common by the people 
of the industries essential to their so-
cial life. 

an Im practicable Theory. 

do, that not only is it impossible to 
educate the people politically, but even 
were it possible, to do so, no means 
could be found to give true expres-
sion to their will. While politicians 
have to act on behalf of the people, 
they will always `feather their own 
nest,' at the expense of the people; 
you know, self first." 

"That point, sir," said Willie, taking 
charge of the argument with the 
nodded approval of his pal, was used 
in stealing such freedom as the Ger-
man people possessed. Hitler so fos-
tered the feeling for open autocracy 
that Students at the Berlin Univer-
sity were shouting in chorus, `We spit 
on freedom.' Proof is not lacking that 
never was there a politician so con-
temptuous of the common people, or 
the promises made to them, as with 
Hitler." 

"Come now, Willie!: Don't exercise 
your bias; you must admit that in-
stead of a flabby democracy, distrac-
ted and divided into political party 
groups, with the mass unthinking and 
without ideals, Hitler has brought to 
Germany a national concentration." 

"That there exists a superficial 
national unity at the expense of the 
greater measure of international dis-
unity, might be nearer the mark, Sir! 
But we are racing away from the real 
argument concerning the virtues, or 
otherwise, of democracy. Speaking 
of our present politics the popular 
view or theory is that the sovereignty 
of the people is guaranteed by the 
representative system with its mem-
bers of Parliament. In the practical 
life of the nation we socialists know 
only too well that it is nothing but a 
continuous fraud on the part of the 
dominant capitalist class and not a 
real democracy." 

Popular Superstitions and Willie 
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"Ah! Ah! Willie, you've got to ad-
mit then the absence of democracy in 
government by Parliament, and yet 
you defend it?" 

"Most decidedly! I both admit its 
faults and defend it against Fascism, 
which I believe to be intolerable. It 
is largely true that under present Par-
liamentary methods the representa-
tives of the people no sooner have 
been raised to power than they set 
to work to consolidate and reinforce 
their influence. They unceasingly 
work to surround their positions by 
new lines of defence that they may 
remove themselves further and fur-
ther from popular control. The very 
nature of capitalism, with its power-
ful financial interests, ready for bri-
bery and corruption in every form; 
lends itself to this." 

"Despite all this political dishonesty 
there is much political honesty to be 
found, and constant exposures of 
wrong-doing make for higher politi-
cal intelligence in the electorates, 
fostered too with a workers' press 
constantly increasing its influence." 

"Yes! Yes! All that is beside the 
point, for we started by admitting that 
groups were active in politics, or-
ganised minorities if you like to call 
them such, but that the majority were 
dumb and would remain so." 

"But, Sir, what matters most, is 
the nature of such active groups. We 
know that the greatest group in the 
political battlefield is that of the wor-
kers, because it is organised as a 
class force, designed to give leader- 
ship, not only in the politics of Parlia-
ment, but in the wider politics of in-
dustrial and international life." 

"If it too follows the old grooves, 
Willie, how can the results be dif-
ferent ?" 

"Labor's forces, sir, are organised 
in the consciousness that capitalism 
must give place to socialism, when the 
industries essential to social life will 
be under the control of the organised 
workers. The political and Parlia-
mentary life of such a community 
would derive its representation from 
the people of industry. The capitalists, 
the dominant class in industry to-day, 
finding less satisfaction in present 
Parliamentary representation move 
toward Fascism, hence the people, un-
til Socialism in industry makes them 
supreme in politics, must retain every 
measure of democracy at present pos-
sessed." 

"Look here! Willie, I can't believe 
that Fascism is so pro-Capitalist as 
you make out—otherwise they 
wouldn't declare for national social-
ism!" 

"Hitler declared Fascism was for 
national socialism because he,  too, 
played the politicians' role at first, he 
promised everything to everybody. 
The German workers were promised 

pends itself." 
"Fascism is a close return to that 

most restricted form of oligarchy, ab-
solute monarchy, which is founded on 
the will of a single individual. One 
commands, all others obey. God, as 
with the kings, is brought down from 
heaven to buttress such a scheme, with 
—the grace of God. Fascism is im-
practicable, because it is pro-capitalist 
and anti-working class, brought into 
being for the purpose of delaying, and 
if possible, preventing society from 
evolving through Parliamentary de-
mocracy, to a fuller and real democ-
racy. Real democracy in politics can 
only come when `class' rule ends and 
the people enjoy common ownership 
of the industries essential to human 
life." 

socialism, good jobs, high wages. The 
rich Germans, high profits, the un-
employed were promised work and 
wages. Even unmarried women were 
promised husbands. To the countless 
victims of the money interests, the 
abolition of their troubles by the 
banishment of Jews; to the national 
sentiment expansion of territory—
greatness." 

"Well then, Willie, on your own ad-
mission he's no worse than the poli-
tician ?" 

"Yes, Sir! In fooling the public the 
Fascists only have to be successful 
once, then the public never get an-
other chance. It means, at best, the 
triumph of a clique, that, like a para-
site, can finally take fateful posses-
sion of the organism to which it ap- 

Replies from the Commissioners 
UNIFORMS AT COST. 

Mr. W. C. H. Collins, 
General Secretary, A.F.U.L.E. 
Dear Sir,—With reference to your 

request that the previous practice of 
arranging with the Commonwealth 
Clothing Factory to supply engine-
men with trousers and vests at a re-
duced rate be reverted to, I desire to 
inform you that, as you are no doubt 
aware, the Commonwealth Clothing 
Factory has relinquished its contract 
for the supply of uniform clothing 
to this Department. 

It is not considered desirable, until 
the new contractors get into full swing 
with Department.•ll orders, to load 
them with any extraneous work, and 
in the circumstances the Commis-
sioners cannot_see their way to accede 
to the request at the present 
time, but the matter will be reviewed 
at a later date.—Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) E. C. EYERS, Secretary. 

BICYCLE ROOM AT NORTH 
MELBOURNE. 

Mr. W.  C.  H. Collins, 
General Secretary, A.F.U.L.E. 
Dear Sir,—Adverting to the repre-

sentations made by your organisation 
that .a more suitable bicycle room be 
provided at North Melbourne Loco. 
Depot, I desire to inform you that 
plans have been completed for a build-
ing which will provide storage accom-
modation for 200 bicycles. This ac-
commodation will, however, still be 
subject to many of the disabilities 
applicable to the present storage ar-
rangements. 

Before incurring the cost involved. 
the Commissioners desire to have the 
views of your organisation in regard 
to the proposed accommodation. 

I am enclosing a copy of the plan 
of proposed bicycle store, which also 
shows its location near the foot of 
the ramp. The proposal includes 

ATTRACTIVE  POLICIES 
AT 

Attractively Reduced Rates 
are offered for practically all classes of 
insurance (except life) by the 	 

General Accident Fire & Life Assurance 
Corporation Ltd. 

10 QUEEN ST.. MELBOURNE C.I WRITE FOR 
DETAILS 
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covering the North, South, and East 
sides with chain wire to a height of 
6 feet 3 inches above the floor, and 
with corrugated galvanised iron 
above; the West wall is to be covered 
completely with galvanised iron.—
Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) E. C. EYERS, Secretary. 

TRANSFER TO STEAM SERVICE. 
Mr. W. C. H. Collins, 

General Secretary, A.F.U.L.E. 
Dear Sir,—Adverting to the recent 

representations made by your organi-
sation to the Chairman that rail mo-
tor secondmen M. S. Thorne, and A. 
E. Taylor revert to their former posi-
tions on the enginemen's seniority list 
if re-transferred to the steam service, 
I am directed to inform you that the 
Commissioners will favourably consi-
der your representations provided they 
have your assurance that no protest 
would Ire made by any of the 156 fire-
men who would rank senior to Thorne, 
or any of the 135 firemen who would 
rank senior to Taylor; if these em-
ployees were placed on the seniority 
list in accordance with the terms of 
Regulation 76. 

On receipt of such assurance, 
early finalisation of these cases will 
he arranged. 

This proposal is made having re-
tard to your assurance to the Chair-
man of Commissioners at a recent de-
putation that if the transfers of 
Thorne and Taylor were approved of 
-so further similar requests would be 
submitted, it being your intention to 
inform the men concerned that the 
avenue was closed.—Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) E. C. EYERS, Secretary. 

A WOMEN'S COLUMN? 
5 Pratt street, 

Moonee Ponds, W.4. 
To the Editor. 

Dear Sir,—When I read the June 
Issue of "Footplate," I was pleased to 
see letters from two other women be-
side my own. 

May I suggest that you set aside at 
least one column in each issue for "A 
Women's Column?" 

I have heard numbers of women say 
that they read "Footplate" from cover 
to cover. They would welcome a chance 
If discussion through its medium. 

What do other loco. men's wives 
think ?—Yours fraternally, 

MAY FRANKLIN. 

CORR & CORR' 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

104 QUEEN STREET 
MELBOURNE 

PHONE  :  CENT. 223 (2 LINES) 

The Central Council of the Miners' 
Federation of Australia has declared 
for a National Log of Claims to be 
served on the Coal-Owners. 

The Log of Claims, set out as fol-
lows, has been endorsed by all Mine-
Workers, Lodges, Branches and Dis-
tricts throughout the Commonwealth. 

1. Six-hour day. 
2. Weekly pays. 
3. Annual holidays on full pay. 
4. Adequate pensions for retiring 

members. 
Bill Orr (General Secretary Mine-

workers) recently declared: "That 
these claims are an economic and so-
cial necessity in the Mining Industry. 
The mine-workers cannot be expected 
to work under the present policy of 
the coal owners, even if it involved 
a national stoppage to secure justice. 
We do not want a strike that may in-
volve tens of thousands of people in 
suffering and privation—a strike 
which may involve hundreds of thou-
sands of other workers in industries 
that use coal—But we want justice, 
and there is not justice in the miner's 
life at present." 

A few facts about the Coal Owners' 
Policy: The owners refused the mine-
workers' request for safety hats to 
prevent miners being killed as a result 
of head injuries. The cost of these 
hats would have been only 1/20th of a 
penny per ton of coal produced. 

They have refused to pension off 
the aged members at 60 years of age, 
when this could have been done at 3d. 
per ton, and would have provided an 
opening for the younger men. 

They have refused to alter the 
hours of work, which still stand at 
46 hours a week, although other less 
dangerous and more healthy occupa-
tions provide for 35 and 40 hours per 
week. Moreover, they have admitted 
that science is able to prove more 
clearly the ravages of dust in destroy-
ing human life, but they have used 
their legal advisers to deprive women 
and children of compensation. 

SOME SOLID FACTS. 
The mineworkers point out that a 

six-hour day in the coal mining indus-
try is not only vital to the coal 
miners, but is an economic necessity 
for the economic life of thousands of 
small business people living and doing 
business in mining communities in 
this country. This also applies to 
many thousands of small farmers who 
are dependent on the sale of their 
produce to such mining communities. 

The coal-owners' relentless policy 

Year 	Output Tons Emp'ees 

1929 .. 7,617,736 	22,470 
1930 .. 7,093,401 	21,343 	— 

1931 .. 6,432,382 	15,808 	545 
1932 .. 6,784,222 	13,576 	640 
1933 .. 7,118,437 	13,349 	715 
1934 .. 7,873,180 	13,465 	847 
1936 .. 9,199,466 	13,515 	— 

1937 .. 10,051,000 	14,600 	867 
These figures show that compared 

with 1930, in 1937 no less than 2,957, 
599 tons were produced with 6743 less 
men employed. A comparison of 
production shows that this increase 
in production is due more to speed up 
than mechanisation. Mechanisation 
only accounted for 25% of the increase 
(N.S. Wales Year Book 1937). 

ACCIDENTS. 
The official figures of the Victorian 

Mines Dept. points to the terrible 
state of affairs in Victoria, and this 
particularly applies to Wonthaggi 
State Coal Mines, because Wonthaggi 
is the major black coal producing con-
cern in Victoria. The figures reveal 
that the mining Industry is a most 
dangerous and unhealthy occupation. 
Fatal and non-fatal accidents are in-
creasing alarmingly each year. Surely 
this is sufficient proof that justice 
should be granted for the mine-
workers. 

Average 	 Actual Accidents 

Year 	Emp'ees 	Fatal non-fatal per 1000 

1910-14 6853 	11 	1152 	158.1 
1920-24 8096 	11 	1824 225.29 
1929 	1981 	5 	615 	310.45 
1931 	1854 	9 	580 	314.36 
1934* 1047 	0 	341 	325.68 
1936 	1320 	2 	635 	481.06 
1937. 	1320 	13 	422 	373.12 

* 5 months strike. In 1937 13 lives 
were lost in terrible explosion at 20 
Shaft Wonthaggi, and the Mine only 
worked for an approximate period of 
six months. 

On August the 4th a National Con-
vention of Mine-workers' delegates 
will be held for the purpose of re-
viewing the campaigns that have been 
prepared in each District of the Fe-
deration, and the delegates will 'de-
clare for  a  date of struggle if the 
coal owners refuse to grant these just 
claims. The mine-workers' object 
is to secure credit to the extent of 

of speed-up continues to bring mass 
unemployment with all its attendant 
poverty and suffering to mining com-
munities. The following figures 
were taken from the official N.S.W. 
year book, which port .ays the tragic 
and terrible lot of the coal miner. 

Tons par 
man per 

annum 

National Struggle Of Mine -Workers 
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£250,000 in order to guarantee 
a maximum degree of success in such 
struggle, if one is necessary. 

The Victorian District of the 
Miners' Federation has undertaken an 
intensive campaign, and already Pub-
lic meetings held throughout the min-
ing communities have endorsed the 
claims and pledged support. A large 
amount of credit has also been se-
cured. A.L.P. Branches, Communist 
Parties, Churches, Kindled Unions, 
Friendly Societies, etc., have given 

"We here attempt a roll call of 
Australians in Spain," writes Nettie 
Palmer in a pamphlet called "Aus-
tralians in Spain," published by the 
Spanish Relief Committee. Nurses, 
ambulance drivers, fighters in the In-
ternational Brigade, dead and living 
are sung here. "We praise them for 
their words and for their steady he-
roic acts. We salute nurses who in 
one crisis after another attempt the 
impossible and carry it through, am-
bulance drivers whose daily task is to 
face death in saving others from it; 
soldiers who never thought to be-
come soldiers, but who fight on and 
on like ten men in their conscious will 
to peace. All these know why they 
went to Spain, and why they have re-
mained there up to the limit of their 
strength." 

Eager, strenuous figures stand out 

their support to the struggle. 
The mine-workers feel confident of 

winning out successfully with the sup-
port of the entire Labour movement 
of Australia, and the Labour move-
ment generally recognising that the 
mine-workers are the spear head of 
the Labour movement feel that if 
the mine-workers are successful it 
will give a great stimulant to or-
ganised Labour's  efforts to secure a 
shorter working week in Industry in 
general, and better conditions to all. 

clearly for a moment in these pages. 
You will see again the small, energe-
tic woman who spoke last year in a 
propaganda tour raising money for 
Spain, Sister Lowson, pushing her way 
into offices where no-one usually can 
get without weeks of waiting—"keep-
ing an eye on the rest of the Aus-
tralian unit scattered at the various 
fronts." Margot Bennett, "that stal-
wart, handsome, raven-haired Sydney 
girl going to the aid of a wounded 
militia man on the Aragon front, un-
der machine gun fire for twenty mi-
nutes." Aileen Palmer giving her 
blood for an urgent blood transfusion; 
Lloyd Edmonds finding his way across 
the Pyrenees despite the ban on volun-
teers; Ron Hurd, twice wounded, now 
fighting in spite of ill-health at fac-
tory gate meeting or in crowded 
theatre; Jack Barry, member of the 

A.W.U., seaman, a militant, "cheer-
fully cursing in the best Australian 
style," who died covering the retreat 
of a precious gun and gunners; Ted 
Dickenson, shot by the Moors, with 
clenched fist upraised, and Esme Od-
gers, mother, comforter, housekeeper, 
general organiser to seven hundred 
children in the Children's Colonies in 
the Pyrenees. 

Then there are flash-lights of the 
work as it goes on in Spain. Here is 
one of the many hospitals improvised. 
"Nothing was ready; there was no 
time to organise anything; all they 
could do was to deal with the piles of 
wounded as quickly as they could. 
They sometimes had as many as six 
hundred cases a day passing through 
their little operating theatre. For 
weeks the nurses had no beds, they 
slept on the floor of the operating 
theatre. "To-day," wrote one, 
"I had a much needed bath—Here 
one washes as one eats and sleeps, 
when there is time and opportunity. 

Aileen Palmer describes the flight 
of civilians: "All along the roads we 
have seen the pitiful pilgrimages 
of peasants driven from their homes 
by the annihilating bombs, sometimes 
nothing at all to eat, women carrying 
children and making the long trek on 
foot." 

An eye witness tells how fascist 
planes treated one of the Teruel hos-
pitals: "Yesterday the planes came 
from four directions and made the 
swastika pattern above the hospital. 
Then they broke formation and 
swooped. They machine-gunned the 
walls and the roof and the blankets 
lying out in the sun. They flung 
incendiary bombs all round. When the 
din 6f the engines had gone and the 
crashing glass was over I went up-
stairs to the wards. Phyllis Hibbett 
had just finished giving an injection 
to a comrade." 

In his book called "Boadilla," Es-
mond Romilly shows the life of a 
little English-speaking group of which 
Dick Whateley was one, in the Thael-
mann Battalion of the Inte rnational 
Brigade. "There wasn't much time 
for them to discuss what had 
brought them there; there was too 
much to do scrambling for food and 
warmth, keeping body and soul to-
gether, or ignoring this and saving 
Madrid instead. Yet each man knew 
why he had come there and would 
have signed the words with which Ro-
milly closes his book, "There will 
never be peace or any of the things I 
like and want until that mixture of 
profit-seeking, self-interest, cheap 
emotion and organised brutality, which 
is called Fascism has been fought and 
destroyed for ever." 

The pamphlet brings the Spanish 
struggle right home to Australia. 
Every Australian who reads it will 
feel that the struggle is his. 

Australians In Spain 

MELBOURNE 
BI1"l'SR 
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Mr. Lyons is appealing to the 
Trade Unions to co-operate with him 
in his much-boosted "Defence" pro-
gramme. But many of the Trade 
Unions are replying, "No"—not be-
cause they are opposed to defence, 
but because they are opposed to Mr. 
Lyons' idea of "Defence." 

What does Mr. Lyons mean by "De-
fence?" We can soon see if we look 
at the recent developments in Aus-
tralian re-armament. 

Australia, we are told, is to become 
an exporting centre for munitions—a 
supply base for other parts of the 
British Empire east of Suez. Al-
ready, in preparation for this, arms 
expenditure has been enormously in-
creased—at the expense of the wor-
kers and the middle classes, although 
the wealthy few who own Australia 
will profit through the great increase 
in the private manufacture of arma -

ments. 
In addition to this we have a 

stream of so-called "experts," coming 
here from England to direct our army 
and navy and air force. Sir Edward 
Ellington is here now inspecting our 
Air Force, and soon Major -General 
Squires, of the British War Office, is 
to come out as Inspector-General of 
our Military Forces, in spite of the 
fact that there are many Australian 
officers who are reputed to be far 
more competent (just as Monash 
proved himself far more competent 
than inefficient blunderers like Haig 
in the last war.) 

All this can only mean one thing—
when Lyons talks of defence of Aus-
tralia he really means defence of Bri-
tish investments in India and China, 
and defence of the political and stra-
tegic interests of the Conservative 
ruling clique in Britain. It is no 
accident that Major-General Squires 
was born in India, and that he has 
spent most of his military career in 
that country. Chamberlain and Squires 
would be only too pleased to use 
the Australian militia to make war 
on the Indian people should they make 
a stand for liberty. And it seems 
that Mr. Lyons would be only too 
pleased to assist—not by volunteering 
to fight, of course, but by sending 
the workers to fight while his wealthy 
friends stay home and draw the pro-
fits. 

At the same time, Mr. Lyons is 
whole-heartedly supporting M r . 
Chamberlain in his pro-Fascist policy. 
This policy is being condemned even 
by conservative military experts, like 
Captain Liddell Hart, who have 
pointed out that a Fascist vic-
tory in Spain would make Gib- 

raltar untenable as a naval base, 
threaten the Cape route as well 
as the Mediterranean route, and un-
dermine the whole structure of Im-
perial defence. 

Mr. Lyons' insistence on scrap iron 
going to Japan is more proof that he 
has no interest in the real defence of 
Australia, for it is well-known that in 
the event of a Japanese victory in 
China, Australia would be threatened 
as a possible next victim. 

The conclusion is obvious. Any co-
operation with Mr. Lyons in his "De-
fence" programme will be suicidal, 
both for trade union principles and for 
the peace of Australia. Our stand 
must be with the N.S.W. Trade Union 
Congress, which resolved unanimously 
not to co-operate in the Federal Go-
vernment's defence proposals "while 

(I.T.F.) On 28th April, the National 
Railways of Mexico were handed over 
to the railwaymen, and the highest 
posts were placed in the hands of ex-
perienced railwaymen with a full 
knowledge of technical and mechani-
cal requirements of the system. These 
men have undertaken to maintain the 
same wages scales, in accordance with 
the Labor Law, and to meet all obli-
gations which the system had con-
tracted with foreign creditors. 

A brief outline of the events which 
led to the delivery of the largest rail-
road system of Mexico to the workers 
is necessary. In 1936, the railwaymen 
announced that they were about to 
call a strike based on demands for 
payment of higher wages and other 
advantages as well as for the intro-
duction of new systems which they 
deemed necessary for efficient service. 

President Cardenas immediately 
took an interest in the matter in ac-
cordance with his custom to give per-
sonal attention to all major labour 
questions. He ordered the labour 
authorities to investigate the conflict, 
and it was found that the workers 
were justified in many of their de-
mands. Despite the interest which 
the authorities had shown to find a 
basis for settlement, a strike was de-
clared and within a few hours the 
movement was pronounced illegal. The 
men immediately went back to work. 

A few months later, a decree was 

its present pro -Chamberlain, pro-Fas-
cist and Anti-League policy con-
tinues." 

The real defence of Australia lies 
in strengthening the Labour Move-
ment as an independent force, in build-
ing a powerful Australian people's 
peace movement, in fighting for better 
living conditions for the Australian 
people, in assisting all countries suf-
fering from fascist aggression and in 
boycotting all aggressors, and in pre-
venting the growth of the pro-fascist 
forces within our own country. 

The Australian Trade Union Move-
ment has a fateful decision to make. 
By rejecting the Chamberlain-Lyons 
policy of co-operation with fascism, 
and by making a fearless stand for 
its own defence policy based on the 
interests of the working people and 
collective action against fascist ag-
gressors, it can lead the Australian 
people along the road, which is the 
only road to real defence and real 
peace. 

issued nationalising the entire system. 
The government then planned to settle 
all labour difficulties, and from the 
study of the various problems arose 
the decision to give the men an op-
portunity of demonstrating their 
ability to run the system themselves. 
It was found that there existed a very 
competent personnel capable of run-
ning every department efficiently, in 
the best interest of the nation. After 
lengthy discussions, an agreement was 
reached in regard to the general 
management, and the railwaymen's 
union undertook to assume full res-
ponsibility, the government imposing 
the condition that foreign commit-
ments must be respected. 

The delivery of the administration 
was formally made during a solemn 
ceremony at the Palace of Fine Arts, 
in the presence of railroadmen, offi-
dials and the general public.  The 
General Secretary of the Union an-
nounced that all his colleagues were 
disposed to demonstrate practically 
that they have the necessary ability 
to manage the railroads. The repre-
sentative of the Confederation of 
Workers of Mexico declared that the 
public is looking forward not only to 
good management, but also to an im-
provement in service.  - 

President Cardenas was represented 
by General Francisco J. Mujica, 
Secretary of Communications and 
Public Works. 

Mexican Railwaymen Take 
Over Management Of Lines 
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MATTERS FINALISED WITH MR. 
BLOOMFIELD, STAFF CLERK, 

C.M.E: S OFFICE. 
Fireman Dow, North Melbourne, claim 

for payment whilst stood down by 
R.M.O., to undergo tests, which 
proved that Dow was fit for duty, 
for full period. 
Commissioners are not prepared to 

pay for this time as R.M.O. was of 
opinion that Dow was not fit for duty, 
although subsequent tests by Doctor 
Pennington at Melbourne Hospital 
disclosed that Dow did not require 
medical attention. 

Cleaner Holland, North Melbourne, 
claim to be paid casual rate for 
week ended 30/4/38. 
North Melbourne report that this 

matter has now been adjusted locally. 

Lighter-up Cross, North Melbourne, 
claim to be paid one hour for re-
porting for duty 11 p.m. Anzac 
night, when shift had been altered 
to 12.1 a.m. 
Cross should have been notified of 

alteration, but as this was not done, 
he will be paid one hour on account of 
his shift being postponed, but this 
will not entitle him to an extra day's 
pay for Anzac Day, as he was free to 
attend Anzac Celebrations if he so 
desired. 

Cleaner Hawkins, North Melbourne, 
protest against his home not being 
notified when bookejl on Bendigo 
rest job. 

-  This was due to carelessness on part 
of management at North Melbourne, 
as the wire was sent to the wrong 
address, notwithstanding the fact that 
Hawkins informed the management of 
his correct address that day. Suitable 
action taken to prevent a recurrence. 

Cleaner Powell. Shepparton, applica-
tion for transfer to Seymour to ob-
tain firing work. 
Arrangements made for Powell to 

work off the leave of the Shepparton 
firemen, and when this is completed. 
he will be transferred to Seymour. 

Protest against delay in providing 
rack for ten bicycles at Seymour. 
There is difficulty in providing a 

suitable place for the bicycle  rack 
 If the branch will write in and sug-

gest a suitable position, the rack will 
then he provided. 

Electric Train Driver Batcheldor, pro-
test against portion of time allowed 
for packing furniture for trans-
fer, being utilised to make up the 
guarantee of 88 hours for the pe-
riod. 

Matter further considered. 	Ar- 
rangements now made for the 8 hours 
for packing to be paid for separately, 
and not to be included to make up the 
guarantee for the period. 

Driver Thompson, North Melbourne, 
protest against unnecessary rest job 
to Bendigo. 
Reports disclose that it was too late 

to arrange a change-over when it was 
known that there were "up" trains 
running with which Thompson could 
have changed over. Matter fully in-
vestigated and full file forwarded to 
Thompson to note action taken. 

Request that relief for the 4.30 a.m. 
Williamstown goods be sent earlier 
on Saturdays. 
Suggestion adopted and necessary 

arrangements made. 

Request that Traralgon crew, after 
resting at Melbourne, have engine 
prepared for 4.10 p.m. "down" 
goods on Saturdays as there is no 
crew available for relief on arrival 
at Traralgon. 
Arrangements made for North Mel-

bourne crew to prepare this engine. 
run train to Dandenong, and for Tra-
ralgon crew to travel from Melbourne 
by the 4.58 p.m. which will avoid the 
working of excessive hours on Satur-
days. 

Driver Monk, North Melbourne, claim 
for payment, time lost, owing to in- 
iuries received on duty. 
Recommendation that full pay be 

allowed, has been approved by Com-
missioners. 

Request that rest house be provided 
at Marnoo as crews booked to rest 

Thanks 
20 The Esplanade, 

Clifton Hill, N.8. 
Dear Mr. Collins,—I have just re-

ceived by this morning's mail, the 
cheque from the New South Wales 
Treasury, for which I have been wait-
ing to write, and thank you for all the 
trouble you have gone to in obtaining 
same. 

My very best thanks are due to you 
for all you have done in connection 
with Andy's passing and it has been 
a wonderful help to me, in my time of 
sorrow. Mr. Corr too has been all 
that you said he would.—Yours sin-
cerely, 

MURIEL J. BREMNER. 

are unable to obtain suitable meals 
and lodging. 
Satisfied that suitable accommoda-

tion is not available so rest house will 
be provided, but as there is no one to 
take charge of equipment, it will be 
an unequipped rest house, where en-
ginemen will have to make their own 
arrangements for bedding and meals. 

Request that rest house used by Mel-
bourne enginemen at Ararat be 
lined. 
Rest house to be lined without de-

lay. Way and Works Branch requested 
to treat this matter as urgent. 

Cleaner Davey, Geelong, claim to be 
paid time for reporting for duty, 
shift altered, but not notified, 
Not prepared to grant claim as note 

was left in the usual place in the back 
porch, and as Caller-up called about 
5 p.m. and Davey states he was home 
and in bed at this time, consider that 
Davey should have answered Caller-
up to receive notification of altered 
shift. 

Cleaner Skewes, Ballarat, protest 
against having to work alternate 
Sundays thus not being able to 
attend Institute Classes Sunday 
mornings. 
Depot Foreman reports that the 

matter has been adjusted locally and 
Skewes' shifts are now arranged to en-
able him to attend V.R.I. classes. 
When additional cleaners are placed 
under guarantee at Ballarat, it will 
avoid Skewes having to work alter-
nate Sundays. 

Protest against Electric Train Drivers 
on No. 36 shift being booked for a 
meal interval at Williamstown, 
whilst in  charge of train which is 
standing on main line between Wil-
liamstown and Williamstown Pier. 
Shift to be altered to avoid meal 

interval at Williamstown. 

Request that enginemen be provided 
with a pay slip similar to that sup- 
plied to the Transportation Staff. 
Request cannot be granted as it 

would involve a great deal of addi-
tional work. The pay slip provided to 
enginemen contains the same informa-
tion as supplied to the Transporta-
tion Staff although the headings are 
not over the various columns. 

Electric Train Driver Tenni, claim for 
payment time lost, owing to in-
juries received on duty, also to be 
paid at classified rate whilst acting 
as Electric Loco. Assistant, and that 
he be granted a pass between Box 
Hill and Jolimont. 
Claims cannot be granted, as the 

R.M.O. reports that Tenni is unable 
to perform his duties as an electric 
train driver, as he is suffering from 

Head Office Matters 



a  carbuncle infection following upon 
a  whitlow, which was not due to in-
jury. Tenni agreed to accept the 
lower rate whilst employed as an 
electric loco. assistant and as he was 
not injured on duty he is not entitled 
to pass between his home and Joli-
mont. 

MATTERS FINALISED WITH THE 
COMMISSIONERS' STAFF BOARD. 
Rail Motor Driver McGann, protest 

against not being paid merit incre- 
ment whilst relieving Rail Motor 
Driver-in-Charge at Spencer Street. 
McGann has been paid the rate 

fixed by the Award for rail motor 
driver-in-charge, but is not entitled 
to the merit increment which is paid 
to rail motor driver-in-charge Bry-
mer. 

Fireman Watkins, North Melbourne, 
protest against proposed removal 
from footplate on account of eye 
condition. 
Watkins' vision is up to the standard 

but the R.M.O. considers that he is  a 
bad risk as any slight injury to the 
eye causes complications. He is to 
remain as  a  fireman and will have his 
eye examined in three months time. 

Fireman Dow, Prime and others, app-
lication that Commissioners autho-
rise payment for time lost, under-
going tests, ordered by R.M.O., also 
that Commissioners pay for the cost 
of tests. 
Commissioners not prepared to au-

thorise payment, as this is regarded 
as sick leave, and as the R.M.O. was 
not prepared to accept the responsi-
bility of permitting these employees 
to resume duty until the tests had been 
completed, the tests must be paid for 
by the employees themselves. 

Claim that Fireman Eddy, Ballarat, re-
ceive merit increment, whilst taken 
off special class roster to relieve the 
branch secretary for annual leave; 
or failing this, that the Fireman who 
relieved Eddy on the special class 
roster, should receive merit incre-
ment. 
Commissioners not prepared to pay 

Eddy merit increment as he was not 
employed upon special class roster, 
but fireman Henderson, who relieved 
Eddy is now to receive the merit in-
crement from 13/4/38, which covers 
the period that he was relieving fire-
man Eddy. 

Electric Train Driver E. Cox, applica- 
tion to be permitted to return to 
steam service for health reasons. 
As R.M.O. has certified that Cox 

should be permitted to return to steam 
service, the necessary arrangements 
will be made and Cox will not be called 
upon to refund the amount incurred 
for his training. 

Fireman Carter, Ararat, claim to be 
paid maximum rate when firing. 
Carter was reduced for an inde-

finite period but was restored to his 
former position as a cleaner from 
10/9/37, and  will be paid maximum 
rate when firing from 10/3/38. 

Protest against instructions issued 
that Electric Train Driver E. P. 
Chubb is to commence his final leave 
on Monday next on account of not 
being able to carry out duties as 
Fitter's Assistant at North Mel-
bourne. as Chubb does not desire to 
retire, but is prepared to accept any 
suitable position at 5/6ths of his 
former rate of pay. 
Decided to reconsider position. 

Chubb appointed to the position .of 
padder at Jolimont Workshops. 

Driver Golding, North Melbourne, 
claim to be paid trip allowance 
whilst relieving at Dandenong from 
commencement of present Award. 
Golding's first claim for trip allow-

ance was dated 12/2/37 and as Board 
of Reference upheld claim, Commis-
sioners will make this decision retro-
spective nine months prior to date of 
claim. Any other men who consider 
they have a claim should submit par-
ticulars, when each case will be in-
vestigated. 

Electric Train Driver Jacks, claim 
for payment, time lost, suffering 
from shock received when Electric 
Train Driver W. A. Collins was 
killed by train in charge of Driver 
Jacks. 
Commissioners have agreed for 

Jacks to receive full pay for time lost 
and also to receive his normal rate 
whilst employed at North Melbourne, 
pending further examination by 
R.M.O. 

Driver Jenkinson, North Melbourne, 
claim for refund of 3/6 chemist's ex-
penses, incurred by order of Doc-
tor who treated him for injuries re-
ceived on duty. 
Commissioners have refunded full 

medical expenses. but are not pre-
pared to refund Chemist's expenses as 
this is not provided for under the 
Workers Comnensation Act. The 
only exception the Commissioners will 
make is to pay for anti-tetanus in-
jection. 

Driver Gardiner, North Melbourne. 
claim to b" paid time lost when off 
duty suffering from shock, caused by 
being in charge of engine when 
shunter was killed at Newnort. 
Commissioners have agreed to au-

thoriae payment for time lost. also for 
Gardiner to be paid at driving rate 
whilst employed as fitter's assistant 
at North Melbourne. pending further 
examination by R.M.O. 

Driver Ritchie, Wycheproof, claim for 
payment, time lost undergoing ope- 
ration, which was due to injury re- 
ceived on duty 17 years ago. 
Commissioners not prepared to ac-

cept liability as Doctor Bowman, when 
he examined Ritchie on 28/4/38, 
stated there was no connection be-
tween Ritchie's present condition and 
the old injury. Ritchie also examined 
by Doctor Sutton on 12/5/38 and 
26/5/38, and both Doctors are of 
opinion that the report obtained from 
the University does not establish any 
connection with old injury as the pre-
sent disability is not in the same place 
as old injury. 

MATTERS FINALISED WITH MR. 
STAMP, SUPT. OF LOCO. RUNNING 
Request that sponge rubber be used 

in engine seats in place of felt. 
Reports disclose that sponge rub-

ber is unsuitable. Three inches of felt 
supplied for seats upon X Class en-
gines, and two inches for A2 and other 
types of engines. Will see if it is 
possible to have the felt increased to 
three inches for all engines, and will 
see if a better covering can be pro-
vided to prevent the felt becoming 
wet when seats are washed down. 

Request that whistle handles on "A" 
Class engines be altered to avoid a 
shadow being thrown across the face 
of speed recorder. 
Arrangements made for whistle 

handles "A" Class engines to be al-
tered as engines go through the shops, 
to avoid the shadow upon the speed 
recorder. 

Repairs regûired to filter, Marybo-
rough shed. 
Reports state repairs have been ef-

fected and filter now in good order. 

Request that staff box on fireman's 
side of engine he shifted to a more 
convenient position. 
The Department has decided that 

staff boxes are to be removed from all 
engines and clins for holding the staff 
are to be provided upon the driver's 
side of the engine. 

Reauest that light be provided at Hor-
sham turn table. 
Way and Works B'raneh reports 

that the provision of the light is un-
der way. 

Protest against delay in the release of 
engines after arrival with passer- 
ger trains at Spencer street. 
Matter again taken up with Trans-

portation Branch, who have advised 
that every effort is now boing made to 
expedite the release of engines. 

Protest against nosition of dump bar 
handles on "Y' 'Class engines. 
Have recommended to C.M.E. that 
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the dump bar handles be placed upon 
the outside of the framing. 

Request that improved equipment for 
filtering water at Benalla shed be 
provided, also a larger tank. 
Arrangements made to duplicate the 

existing equipment for providing fil-
tered water at Benalla, which will 
double the supply. Papers with Dis-
trict Engineer to have work completed. 

Request that improved facilities for 
employees to wash themselves be 
provided at Maryborough shed. 
Arrangements made for the pre-

sent galvanised iron basin to be re-
placed by a porcelain enamel trough, 
4 feet long, with three taps, which 
should be satisfactory. 

Request that signal upon Post No. 137, 
special race lines, Flinders street, 
be placed upon a mast of standard 
height, or failing this, that a co- 
acting arm be provided as signal 
is hard to locate in present position. 
Position of signal has been viewed 

by Departmental Board, also Supt. 
of Loco. Running, who all report that 
there is no difficulty in picking up 
this signal. Not prepared to make 
any alteration. 

Protest against tail roping of trucks 
during darkness at Macdougall's sid-
ing. 
Nothing in regulations to prevent 

this being done. It is a matter for 
Transportation Branch to determine. 

Request that improved lighting faci- 
lities be provided at Ballarat shed. 
Have forwarded recommendation of 

district officers—that twelve additional 
lights be provided—to the Way and 
Works Branch for estimate of cost. 

Protest against control instructing a 
guard to ride upon a light engine 
for relief purposes from Warragul to 
Yarragon. 
Although this case would be covered 

by Regulation (21) the practice is an 
undesirable one, and have arranged 
for Chief Train Despatcher to instruct 
Control to Limit this practice as 
much as possible. 

Request that the carrying out of the 
repairs to the floor and pits, Mary-
borough shed, be expedited. 
Work upon the floor to be attended 

to and it is anticipated that the job 
will be finished by October. It was  

at first proposed to do portion of the 
floor, but following upon the Commis-
sioners' visit, it was decided to do the 
whole floor. 

Request that pit be provided Ballarat 
yard for use of pilot engines, to 
clean fires. 
Not recommended by district offi-

cers, who say the pit is not necessary, 
as depressed sleepers are provided at 
the crane near the car sheds where 
fires are now cleaned. 

Request that arrangements be made 
for a meal break for crews running 
8.15 p.m. fast goods Melbourne to 
Ararat. 
Arrangements made for this train 

now to be run with "C" Class engine 
supplied with Maitland Coal. Train to 
stop at Ballan and Beaufort only. At 
Ballan 15 minutes, allowed for engine 
requirements, but as it is only neces-
sary to take water, the balance of the 
time is to allow crew to have lunch at 
Ballan. 

Request that more suitable material 
be used for baffle plates as present 
ones buckle with heat. 
Tests now being conducted with 

baffle plates made of ribbed chromium 
steel and if suitable all baffle plates 
will be made of this material in fu-
ture. 

Request that "down" signal Creighton 
be placed in a position where an 
earlier view can be obtained by the 
driver. 
Inspection made by special Signals 

Committee who report that the posi-
tion of this signal is quite satisfac-
tory for either day or night, as the 
home signal can be clearly sighted be-
fore reaching the distant signal. 

Protest against delay in having light 
provided at Horsham turn table. 
The pole forwarded for the light 

was lost in transit so another pole has 
now been sent. 

Protest against "N" Class engines be- 
ing used to run trains, Wallan-Too- 
borac and return, as it is dangerous 
to cut an "N" Class in two for 
turning purposes at Tooborac. 
Cannot alter present arrangements 

as from 4/1/37 to 14/5/38 there were 
only twenty cases of "N" Class en-
gines being used on this run. By us-
ing an "N" Class when required, there 
was a saving of 726 train miles in six 
months. 

Driver Meyers, Warracknabeal, protest 
against overloading of goods trains 
11/4/38 and mixed trains on 
12/4/38. 

Complaints investigated on 11/4/38 
on 9 a.m. "up" goods. Guard Dunne 
states he was misled by S.M., who in-
formed him to pick up loading con-
sisting of a certain tonnage. Dunne 
accepted the S.M.'s word as to the 
tonnage and did not himself take the 
tonnage before departure. Guard 
Dunne is held to blame for the over-
loading on this occasion. 

On 12/4/38 with "up" mixed train, 
Dunne states that live stock had to be 
picked up at Sheep Hills and he ex-
plained to Driver Myers that he had 
not been previously advised to pick up 
this live stock, so Myers agreed to 
take the excess load to Minyip. Dunne 
has been severely warned against a 
repetition 

Request that repairs be effected to 
the floor of the coal bin at Wodonga. 
as pieces of coal drop through on to 
enginemen, when coaling engines. 
Cracks are due to shrinkage of the 

planking and Iron Work Branch noti-
fied of defects and requested to have 
repairs effected without delay. 

Cost of Living 
Figures 

Wages Increased by 2d. per day. 

According to the Commonwealth 
Statistican's Index Figures, there has 
been an increase in the cost of living 
for the second quarter of 1938. Our 
wages are now adjusted upon the new 
series known as the "Court" Series 
Index Numbers, and by applying the 
increased cost of living figure to the 
Court Series, will result in an in-
crease of 2d. per day in the wages 
of all adult members covered by the 
Federal Award. 

The previous cost of living figure 
was 71.1 which gave a basic wage 
of 11/10, to which was added the 
loading of 10d. per day, making a 
basic wage of 12/8. 

The cost of living figure for last 
quarter has increased to 72, which 
gives a basic wage of 12/- per day, to 
which is added the loading of 10d. 
per day, making a basic wage of 
12/10 per day, which will apply as 
from the first pay period to commence 
in September, 1938. 
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Men and Mistakes 
Webster gives the meaning of mis-

take, as misconception, misapprehen-
sion, blunder, slip, fault, miss, 
oversight. We can accept the theory 
then, that there are mainly two kinds 
of mistakes, firstly, a mistake involv-
ing carelessness of varying degrees, 
and secondly, one caused by a set of 
unusual circumstances, or by contri-
buting causes. Mistakes lead to 
accidents, and as enginemen engaged 
in transport, we are vitally concerned. 
Mistakes arising from the failure of 
the individuals concerned are grouped 
under the category of the "Human 
Element." On the Victorian Rail-
ways, common with all other railways 
of the world, accelerated services 
have been introduced, so as to compete 
with the mobile and speedy motor 
vehicle. That is inevitable and neces-
sary. However, there are aspects of 
this acceleration, that call for very 
serious thought. The slogan, (and 
a good one) of our Commissioners, is 
"Safety, first, last, and always," there 
is a world of difference between run-
ning trains from the front end of one, 
under all earthly conditions, and say-
ing how they can, and should be 
run by experts, who occupy comfort-
able offices, during the best hours of 
the day. No one is an expert, or an 
authority on anything, unless he has 
done the job. In practical train run-
ning, by that I mean the enginemens' 
part of the job, there are many 
aspects to be considered. We start 
with the Locomotive, next the perma-
nent way, signals, station staff, and 
guard, in that order. To illustrate 
my case, we will run a train from 
Spencer St. to Geelong. This track 
is looked upon by enginemen, as the 
track that is likely to cause the great-
est smash in the history of our rail-
ways. It is a single line, with ex-
tremely fast schedules for a compara-
tively short run. The remote control 
system is in operation, and occa-
sionally light failures occur. Take 
the 8.22 a.m. "Flier," the highest 
speed to Sth. Newport, 7i miles is 
40 m p.h. At Newport, we 'meet 
the first danger, viz. the starting 
signal 37B, this should be abolished, 
and the disc for the siding placed on 
the signal bridge. At Laverton, and 
this applies to every station to Gee-
long, the old fixed signals are too 
close, and every one should be changed 
over to light signals, as these signals 
dim the old ones. Manor is a very 
bad case in point, being in a hollow. 
From North Geelong to Geelong, the 
speed is too fast, and at night times 
the lights are poor. The flier is due  

at Geelong in 55 minutes. 	It is 
booked to cross, 14 at Werribee, 22 
at Manor, 18 at Lara. This brings us 
back to the position that until these 
improvements are made, too much is 
being asked of enginemen to main-
tain schedules, and at the same time 
to completely avoid mistakes. Control 
regarded by themselves as experts are 
continually sniping the driver, and if 
you don't wind the clock, or get over 
the speed in the dip at the foot of a 
bank, another office will call you to 
account. Never let it be said that 
engines are otherwise than "in good 
mechanical condition, and steaming 
freely." No one makes a mistake 
willingly, and the more conscientious 
the man, the more he takes his mis-
take to heart. The trend of punish-
ment in the railway service today is 
severe, quite the antithesis of punish-
ment in our court and prisons, where 
men have deliberately and purposely 
made mistakes. A driver must be 
100 per cent. watchful. As long as 
humanity exists, this is impossible. 
Fdr 1937, in the air, 23 deaths,-9 
pilots and 14 passengers were killed, 
"the human element," being respon-
sible for 69.9 per cent. of all accidents. 
These figures were released by the 
air accidents Investigation Committee. 
Taking everything into consideration, 
I think it is up to the R.S. branch to 
take up the cudgels on behalf of 
enginemen, and to see that everything 
possible is done to minimise the risks 
of accidents, and thus avoid mistakes 
as far as it is humanly possible to do 
so.—H. J. Higgs. 

INAUGURATION OF SWEDISH 
LOCOMOTIVEMEN'S UNION'S 

HOSPITAL 

The 	Swedish 	Locomotivemen's 
Union inaugurated its new hospital 
at Whitsun. The hospital, unique in 
its kind in Scandinavia and perhaps 
in the world, was founded earlier, but 
has recently been enlarged and re-
built on an extensive scale. At the 
solemn inauguration some sixty 
guests were present, among them the 
former President of the Swedish Rail-
waymen's Union, the present Minis-
ter of Transport Forslund. 

The idea of founding a hospital for 
railwaymen dates from 1929, and a 
foundation of this kind was opened 
in 1930. An extension soon became 
necessary. 

The Union hopes in the near future 
to be able to establish a convalescent 
home.—( I.T.F. ) 

AUSTRALIAN FEDERATED 
UNION OF LOCOMOTIVE 

ENGINEMEN 
(Victorian Division.)  

OFFICERS FOR YEAR, 1938. 
GENERAL OFFICERS: 

President: W. Bishop. 
Vice-President: R. Matheson. 
Treasurer: T. Dawson. 
General Secretary: W. C. H. Collins. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

North Melbourne: T. J. Brooking, R. 
J. Collins, S. W. Cox, L. Datson, 
A. E. Dawkins, J. A. Fell, C. J. 
Franklin, N. Pullar, G. Taylor. 

Jolimont: B. B. Deveney, J. Lester, 
J. L. Payne, H. Pettiford, K. Shaw, 

R.M. Drivers: A. J. McCann. 

LIST OF BRANCH SECRETARIES 
FOR YEAR, 1938. 

ARARAT: Mr. H. Fry, 166 High 
Street. 

BALLARAT: Mr. W. Whitworth, 
519 Lyons Street. 

BENDIGO: Mr. J. Milburn, 79 
Hamlet Street. 

IBENALLA: Mr. A. W. Bourke, 39 
Smythe Street. 

CENTRAL: Mr. C. Franklin, 5 
Pratt cftreet. goof ec Ponds, W.4. 

DONALD: Mr. C. Morrison, Walker 
Street. 

DIMBOOLA: Mr. A. Fortington, 
Hindmarsh Street. 

GEELONG: Mr. R. Ellis, 12 Isa-
bella Street. 

HAMILTON: Mr. G. J. Smith, 
Foster Street. 

JOLIMONT: Mr. B. B. Deveney, 29 
Henry Street, Kensington, W.1. 

KORUMB'URRA: Mr. F. Bonar, 
Radovick Street. 

MARYBOROUGH: Mr. 
9 Kennedy Street. 

MILDURA: Mr. W. L. Davis, 223 
Orange Grove Extension. 

RAIL MOTOR DRIVERS: Mr. F. 
Rolfe, 21 Nicholson Street, East 
Coburg, N.13. 

SEYMOUR: Mr. J. Mangan, Tar-
combe Road. 

TRARALGON: Mr. J. J. Hayes, 
Tennyson Street. 

WARRAGUL: Mr. F. J. McKee, 
Peace Avenue. 

WONTHAGGI: Mr. W. Stibbs , 
 Hunter Street. 

WODONGA: Mr. G. Lynch, Have -
lock Street. 

G. Schmidt, 
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