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THE L000 THEATRE  
Cleanliness 	Comfort 	Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures  

Our Programs may be  
equalled but  

Cannot be Beaten  

PROGRAMME CHANGED  

UNITED WE STAND  
DIVIDED WE FALL  
UNIONISTS, you know what the  

above means. Whether you are in the  
Railways Service or any other calling,  

UNIONISM and all it stands for de-
serves your UNITED SUPPORT. If  
you do not give it, then you are help-
ing the other side and all it stands  
for, i.e., Cheap Labour and Sweated  
Conditions. The Theatrical Em-
ployees' Association have fought hard  
in the Arbitration Court for what it  
has got; help them to keep it.  

Never in the history of Australia  
has the necessity for Unity been  

greater. So pass the word to the  
boys and your families to  

Support The Loco.  

TWICE WEEKLY  

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE  
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The footplate 
'They are slaves who will not dare 

All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

Time Allowance for Preparing 
and Stabling Engines 

Drastic reductions contemplated by 
Department MANAGERIAL NOTES 

"The Footplate" is published 
monthly. 

All Branch Secretaries and Execu-
tive Officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name and address to 
them. We do the rest. 

Thone, F.2285. 

Literary.—To ensure publication 
contributions must be in not later 
than 19th of each morth Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that "The 
!Footplate" is sent to their private ad-
dress, and not to Loco. Sheds. Sub-
gcrihers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postai 
authorities of any altered address. 
.And forward same also to their 
R ranch Secretary. 

JOIN THE 

Loco Self=Denial Fund 
NO ENTRANCE FEE. 

CONTRIBUTIONS 	9d. WEEK 
BENEFITS - - £2/2/- per Week 

DEATH LEVY: 
1/- per Member upon the death of a 
Member; 6d. per Member upon the 

death of a Member's wife. 

Over 800 Members have joined this 
Fund. 
Get a RULE BOOK on joining. 

DO IT NOW AND HELP 
YOURSELF. 

T. DAWSON. Secretary. 
19 Tennyson St., Seddon, W.11. 

4äS1°T YOUR BRANCH 
SECRETARY BY PAYING 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 
QUARTERLY 

Ever since the setting aside of the 
Federal Award the Department has 
been gradually reducing the time al-
lowance for preparing and stabling. 
engines. The first big reduction was 
when the Department reduced the 
times prescribed by the Award to 
those which Departmental Officers 
considered reasonable. This was had 
enough, but we now find it is proposed 
to introduce an entirely new system 
where, instead of engines being 
stabled at the end of a shift and be-
ing prepared at the commencement 
of a shift, they will be re-conditioned. 
This must mean considerably re-
duced time for the enginemen, es-
pecially at the larger depots, as the 
new system is to apply to engines em-
ployed upon switching work. 

It was known to your Executive 
some weeks ago that the Department 
had under consideration a system of 
reccnditioning switching engines, and 
at some of the smaller depots a new 
system was brought into operation 
without the men being advised or 
consulted in any way, the first advice 
being a notice posted, that the new 
system was to operate forthwith. On 
Saturday, 18th February, the climax 
was reached, when a notice was 
posted at North Melbourne to the ef-
fect that, commencing from lTonday, 
20th February, switching engines 
were to be prepared for a 16 hour 
shift, and the examination was to 
last for a week. The crew bringing 
the engine over the pit at the end of 
the 16-hour shift, was to re-condition 
the engine, for which 45 minutes 
were allowed. The crew taking eut 
the re-conditioned engine would be al-
lowed ten minutes. 

So incensed were members at this 
unwarranted attack upon their condi-
tions that a special meeting of th2  
Central Branch was called for Sun-
day, 19th February, and despite the 
short notice the meeting was well at-
tended. At this meeting there was 
much talk of extreme action, but 
eventually wiser counsels prevailed 
and it was decided to instruct mem-
bers to carry out all necessary work, 
so that engines left ready for ser-
vice would be in a road-worthy con-
dition. 

The following notice was posted 
for the information of members, at 
North Melbourne:- 

"Reconditioning.—As no instruc- 
tions have been issued as to the 
work to be performed, members are 

to perform all work necessary to 
leave engine in a road-worthy con-
dition, and if the work cannot be 
completed in the time fixed by the 
Department, 45 minutes, then as 
•oon as the 45 minutes has expired 

the Shed Foreman should be inter-
viewed for instructions as to the 
completion of the work and a claim 
lodged for payment of time in ex-
cess of 45 minutes. 

No underneath oiling is to be 
performed while engine is on the 
pit as this would be dangerous and 
against Departmental instructions. 
Recently Depot Foreman, Ballarat, 
issued instructions that fireman 
was to oil shaft while engine was 
on pit, but when the matter was 
taken up with Supt. of Loco. Run-
ning. he issued instructions on 
] 0/2/'33 that this practice was to be 
d;scontinued at once. 

Taking Out Prepared Engine.—
The ten minutes allowed to take 
charge of prepared engine applies 
only where engine is left ready for 
service with fire spread and 100 lbs. 
of steam, pump working and trim-
mings in position. 

A ruling to this effect has been 
obtained from the Department." 
On Monday, 20th inst., the Presi-

dent. Mr. N. Pullar, was in attend-
ance at head office at 9 a.m. and after 
Mery:ewing the Commissioners Staff 
Beard, the Chief Mechanical Engin-
eer and the Secretary for Railways 
(the Commissioners being away on 
tour) he was unable to have the ob-
jectionable system held up. Arrange-
ments were made for a deputation to 
interview the Chief Mechanical En-
gineer at 10.30 a.m. on Tuesday, the 
21st February. 

About 4 p.m. on Monday, the 20th 
February, information was received 
at North Melbourne that the system 
of re-conditioning engines was to be 
suspended for the time being. In 
no case was the work of re-condition-
ing performed in the time sp' cified by 
the Department. 

At the deputation to the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer on Tuesday, 21st 
February, the Union was represented 
by Messrs. N. Pullar, President; R. 
Matheson, Treasurer; C. Franklin, 
Central Branch Secretary; C. Collins; 
General Secretary. 

After a lengthy discussion upon the 
Question of engine time allowance, 
the C.M.E. eventually agreed that the 
proposed system of re-conditioning 
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switching engines at North Mel-
bourne would not be put into opera-
tion for the present, he would fully 
investigate the representations made 
and in the event of it being decided 
to go on with the new system, he 
would advise the Union and give rep-
resentatives an opportunity of dis-
cussing details, as he admitted that 
under the present method there were 
no instructions laid down as to what 
was required for re-conditioning an 
engine. 

The C.M.E. would not agree to hold 
up the proposed alterations at places 

MR. TARRANT (PRESIDENT OF 
THE N.U.R.) CROSS-EXAMINED 

BY MR. DRAKEFORD. 

Mr. Drakeford: You gave evidence 
when the previous application for 
registration was before the Registrar, 
did you not?—Yes. 

And during those proceedings, I 
asked you a few questions with re-
gard to the Australian Federated 
Union of Locomotive Enginemen. You 
know there is such a body?—Yes. 

Are any of the objections which you 
have raised here in this Court applic-
able to that body?—No. 

As far as you know, it is rendering 
efficient and capable service for the 
people it represents ?—Yes. 

Have you during your experience 
as President of this new body heard 
any complaints from locomotive men 
as to its activity?—No. 

Do you know anything of its mem-
bership ?—No. 

Are there any reasons in your 
opinion, as to why locomotive men 
cannot conveniently belong to the Aus-
tralian Federated Union of Loco-
motive Enginemen?—I really do not 
know. There may be individual 
cases where they are objecting to the  • 
Union. 

Put you have not come in contact 
with anybody who has objected ?—No. 

And as far as you yourself are con-
cerned, you do not know of any reason 
why they cannot conveniently belong 
to the Locomotive Engin.emen's 
Union ?—No. 

The witness was then cross-exam-
ined by Mr. P. J. Sheehan on behalf 
of the Ironworkers' Association, to 
whom he admitted that he resigned 
from the A.R.U. in September 1930 
and joined up with Mr. Skelton's As-
sociation and succeeded him as Presi-
dent in May 1931 without having acted 
in any other previous capacity. He  

could not recollect how he came to be 
elected to the Executive. 

In reply to Advocates for other craft 
Unions the witness admitted that his 
Organisation had no fault to find with 
their conduct of business on behalf 
of their members. 

This closed the case for the appli-
cants and Counsel for the objecting 
Unions applied to have the present 
application dismissed on the grounds 
that it did not comply with certain 
rules set out in the schedule of the 
Act, and that it was not a bona-fide 
Organisation, but the Registrar inti-
mated that he desired the objectors to 
disprove what had been said and that, 
therefore, he would proceed with the 
hearing. 

At this stage Mr. Drakeford by con-
sent of the parties, made his address 
to the Court. He said that the ground 
of objection taken by the A.F.U.L.E. 
was that Locomotivemen who were 
members of the N.U.R. could conven-
iently belong to his Union. Section 
59 of the Act reads:— 

"The Registrar shall, unless in 
all the circumstances he thinks it un-
desirable so to do, refuse to register 

any association as an organisation 
if an organisation to which the 
members of the Association might 
conveniently belong, has already 
been registered." 
Emphasising the word shall he de-

sired to point out that prior to 1909 
the word may appeared in the section 
but was amended in that year with 
the result that the meaning has 
been stiffened up. This was the view 
taken by Mr: Justice Higgins in the 
case of a somewhat similar appli-
cation. the Australian Ship and 
Wharf Workers' Association in 1918. 

One of the points of similarity be-
tween that case and the present one 
is that the Ship and Wharf Work- 

ers' Association was formed as a re-
sult of the cessation of work in New 
South Wales in 1917, and it was 
urged during the appeal by their 
Counsel that as a result of what took 
place in that year, their members 
could not `conveniently belong' to the 
existing registered organisation, that 
is the Waterside Workers' Federation, 
on the grounds:— 

(1) That membership would not 
give them the same rights and 
privileges in the eyes of other 
members as men who had not 
worked during the strike. 

(2) They would be treated as 
marked men and ultimately 
driven out of the Federation. 

(3) That they should not be forced 
to join the Federation. 

I make reference to that case par-
ticularly because I think it has some 
relation to the present case. They 
are somewhat analagous in this way 
—that the parent body of this Na-
tional Union of Railwaymen is un-
doubtedly the Railway Service Asso-
ciation and although the National 
Union of Railwaymen is alleged to 
be a new body, it has grown entirely 
out of the Railway Service Associa-
tion, and the Railway Service Asso-
ciation undoubtedly was brought into 
existence as a result of the 1917 
strike. 

These were the facts on which as 
the learned Judge said he had 'to con-
sider the expressed will of Parliament 
with regard to the registration of as-
sociations.' He then pointed out how, 
under Section 55 of the Common-  - 
wealth Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act, an association complying with 
the prescribed conditions may be 
registered, and then, to use his own 
words `But Section 59 makes no ex-, 
ception' and after quoting the Sec-
tion he goes on to say:— 

"The object is, of course, to pre-
vent  .  the evils which arise from 
competing Unions—Unions which 
cater for workers who perform the 
same class of functions. Parlia-
ment has expressed itself distinctly 
in favour of Unions—of employees 
as well as of employers. One of the 
chief objects of the Act (Section 
2 (VI.) is `to facilitate and encour-
age the organisation of representa-
tive bodies of employers and of em-
ployees and the submission of in-
dustrial disputes to the Court by 
organisations.' But experience has 
shown that competition between 
trade Union for members is disas-
trous to industrial organisation and 
to industrial *eace. There is a 
temptation to offer extravagant 
benefits (sick, out-of-work, etc.) at 
rates too low for solvency; there 

is division in the ranks of labour 
in the face of the employers with 
whom the struggle is for better 
conditions; there arise recrimina-
tions as to `blacklegging' etc., and 

other than North Melbourne, as he 
stated that Depot Foreman had been 
given authority to make alterations, 
where it was considered there was 
unnecessary overlapping in  engine 
time. 

Unfortunately we have no award 
to protect us as the Arbitration 
Court Award has been set aside and 
the Classification Board Award does 
not deal with engine time, as under 
the limited powers of the Board it 
has not the right to deal with disputes 
such as this. 

Application for Federal Reg- 
istration for New Railway Union 

(Continued from our previous issue). 

• 
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there is the prospect, under our 
system, of differing claims and 
differing awards being made for 
men performing the same class of 
functions. According to Webbs' 
"Industrial Democracy" (page 121) 
competition between overlapping 
Unions is the cause of nine-tenths 
of the ineffectiveness in the trade- 
union world. It is worthy of note 
that Section 59, as it now stands, 
has been stiffened in recognition 
of these evils. For, as the Section 
originally stood, the Registrar was 
merely empowered to refuse to reg- 
ister in the case of an organisation 
having been registered already "in 
the State in which the application 
is made": "the Registrar may re- 
fuse." By an amendment of 1909 
the words "shall refuse" were sub- 
stituted for "may refuse" (wher- 
ever registered); but a loophole 
was provided—for exceptional 
cases—by the words "unless in all 
the circumstances he thinks it un- 
desirable" to refuse to register." 
The applicants had failed to prove 

that the existing Unions could not 
function successfully for their mem-
bers and they had shown no reason 
why they should enter the field which 
belongs to the A.F.U.L.E., and they 
had admitted that they knew of no 
objections that they could raise, or 
that as a Union we were ineffective. 
On their lists 23 were shown as loco. 
Drivers, Firemen and Cleaners, and 
of these one was a stationary Dri-
ver whilst Messrs. Hawkins, How-
lett and Williams have disappeared 
off the list of classified Firemen, and 
in the case of 15 shown as Cleaners 
some of them we were not able to 
discover at all. To grant registration 
would be merely to make a compet-
ing Organisation occupying the same 
field and a menace to the peace of the 
industry. 

It was not suggested that anyone 
had been excluded from my Organi-
sation who desired to join it. As a 
matter of fact, I went organising in 
this State in 1923, at a time when we 
had 500 or 600 members, and its mem-
bership within a year was raised to 
2,670, and has since grown to 4,000. 
It covers 95 per cent. at least of 
those men who are eligible to join. 
so  that it is a pretty substantial 
body. 

I submit that the case dealt with 
by Higgins J. is on all fours with 
my Organisation. It was involved in 
the 1917 strike. Organising efforts 
were made to bring the organisation 
up to its proper strength in 1923, and 
since that time, it has grown to em-
brace practically all the men that it 
could embrace, and to admit another 
organisation into the field would be 
fatal not only to its interests, but 
also against the interests of the 
members who were foolish enough to 
join up with the new body. 

In view of the judgment of Mr. 
Justice Higgins, which I have just 
quoted, in a case which, as I have 
previously said, has many factors in 
common with the present application, 
and in View also of the conditions of 
eligibility of my Organisation, I am 
instructed to oppose registration be-
ing granted to this Association as an 
Organisation covering the grades set 
out in the Constitution of the Aus-
tralian Federated Union of Locomo-
tive Enginemen. 

The Registrar: Are all of your 
members working inside the Railway 
industry? 

Mr. Drakeford: Yes, all of them. 
Our Constitution would prevent us 
from going outside, but in any case 
we do not do so. The Constitution 
provides for men working in the Rail-
ways Service. In Queensland, we 
have 2030 members; New South 
Wales—at the end of December, 1931, 
3798 members. The new return has 
not yet come in, but I am informed 
by Mr. Ainsworth that it will be well 
over 4,000. In Victoria there are 
2,010 members; South Australia 550; 
Western Australia 1,063; Tasmania, 
190;  -  and Commonwealth, 115. In 
the Commonwealth the membership 
represents 100 per cent.; in Tas-
mania 100 per cent.; Western Aus-
tralia 100 per cent.; Victoria 97 per 
cent.; New South Wales approximate-
ly 95 per cent.—probably a little 
more than that this year. Queens-
land—I can give only a rough estim-
ate because it is difficult to obtain 
the figures in Queensland at present 
—between 85 per cent. and 90 per 
cent., and the same thing applies in 
South Australia. So that taken 
right through the Commonwealth, 
the total of the figures given for the 
year ended December, 1931, is 9,736, 
and we could add about 300 to that 
for this year which would bring it 
up to 10,036 :members. 

The Registrar :How long have you 
been in existence? 

Mr. Drakeford: Since 1921. We 
were formed in 1920 in our present 
form, but the present Union existed 
in 1900. It was then a loose affilia-
tion but became a much more com-
pact body in 1920 which has since 
obtained numbers of Awards and 
Variations for the locomotive men in 
New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, 
and the Commonwealth. Western 
Australia and Queensland have not 
sought Federal jurisdiction. South 
Australia has, and after the case tak-
ing nearly two years—the case in 
which they were applicants as well 
as the other States—no final Award 
was obtained, so that Federal juris-
diction has covered only four of the 
States, the others exercise the local 
autonomy. All the Commonwealth 
Awards and all the variations have 
been obtained by my Union, and no 
other Union has sought to obtain an 

Award. As Mr. Chapple was good 
enough to point out earlier, the Aus-
tralian Raiways Union did make an 
application, and His Honor, Judge 
Drake-Brockman gave the case to us 
and the other Union did not further 
appeal on the matter. We obtained 
the Award under which the members 
in New South Wales are working, and 
they are still partly covered by it, 
as far as Basic Wage and hours are 
concérned. That Award has been set 
aside except as to the hours and the 
Basic Wage. 

Support for his contention would 
also be found in the case dealt with 
by Mr. Justice Starke when Deputy 
President of the Court in the Tele-
graphists' case. In this matter the 
Registrar had granted registration to 
the new Union and the old Organisa-
tion, the Post and Telegraph Officers' 
Association, appealed against the de-
cision and Starke J. upheld the appeal 
and reversed the Registrar's decision. 
The concluding paragraph of his Judg-
n,er.t reads:--• 

"On the whole, therefore, I am of 
opinion that the members of the 
Telegraphists Union can convenient-
ly belong to the Post and Tele-
graph Officers' Association already 
on the Register. Prima facie there-
fore Section 59 directs that the reg-
istration should be refused, and as 
there are no circumstances, in my 
opinion, which should induce me to 
depart from the clear direction of 
Section 59, the decision of the Reg-
istrar must be reversed and the 
registration of the Australian Tele-
graphists Union as an organisation 
under the Commonwealth Concilia-
tion and Arbitration Act refused." 
I would like you to note the empha- 

sis which is laid on the words—Prima 
facie, therefore, Sectibn 59 directs that 
the application should be refused.' 

Other supporting judgments quoted 
were the Municipal Officers' Associa- 
tion, the Government Service Wo- 
men's Federation, the Health Inspec- 
tors' Association and the Australian 
Public Servants' Association. 

Another case referred to was the 
appeal of a N.S.W. Association cater-
ing for Stationmasters and Night Offi-
cers reported in 1927. 

In this case, an application by that 
Association for registration was dis-
missed by the Deputy Registrar, Syd-
ney, on the grounds that the members 
of the applicant Association might 
conveniently belong to either or both 
of the two objecting Associations. 
(The Australian Railways Union and 
Salaried Officers' Federation). 

His Honor Judge Beeby heard the 
appeal, whose judgment reads:— 

"The Act provides that registra-
tion of a Union shall not be granted 
if another Union exists to which the 
members may conveniently belong, 
but there is a reservation of dis-
cretion. The Deputy Registrar can 

1 
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disregard that policy, as indicated  

in the Act, if in special circumstan-
ces he thinks it undesirable, and the  
point is in what way should that  
discretion be exercised. In deter-
mining how it should be exercised  
the Court has to consider the gen-
eral policy of the Act, which is to  
settle disputes extending beyond the  
limits of any one State, and for  
that purpose provision is made for  
the registration of organisations  

which are representative bodies in  

inter-State disputes. The Court has  
held that a body registered can be  

comprised of members resident only  
in one State, but each case of that  
kind must be dealt with in its own  
circumstances. The circumstances  
of this case appeal to me to be that  
118 Stationmasters in perfect sin-

,cerity believe that they can obtain  
better results for themselves, and  

that their conditions can be more  

equitably adjusted, if they are mem-
bers of a separate organisation.  
There are 1500 Stationmasters in  

the State, and 118 is not a percent-
age which convinces me that even  
in this State there is a very defin-
ite desire on the part of Station-
masters to alter the existing regis-
tration. The main difficulty which  
the applicants have to overcome is  
the fact that they are purely a  

State body. I have nothing to do  
with purely local troubles, and the  
question is—Can I regard this as a  

definite desire on the part of rail-
way Stationmasters in Australia for  

distinct registration ? There is no  
evidence of that, and, looking at all  
the facts stated in the decision of  
the Deputy Registrar—in addition  
to other facts which I need not tra-
verse—I see no reason to disturb  
the decision of the Deputy Regis-
trar, and the appeal therefore is dis-
missed.  
His Honor in his judgment has  

stated " `I have nothing to do with  
purely local troubles' and I venture to  
say that a lot of the evidence which  
has been given here has to do with  
purely local troubles—troubles that  
are  not applicable to my organisation  

at all, but which seem to rest between  

the Australian Railways Union and  
the National Union of Railwaymen,  
and which they ask to be accepted.  
It is a case of quarrels or differences  
arising between those two organisa-
tions. Therefore, I stress what was  

said by His Honor, Judge Beeby, in  
regard to local troubles.  

I respectfully submit that here is  
a case on all fours with that which I  
have just quoted. There are 207 ap-
plicants of the Railways Service—tak-
ing New South Wales, representing  
at least 30,000, probably nearly 40,000  
in Victoria 26,000 employes, and this  

application comes to you from an or-
ganisation with 207 alleged members.  
In the case which I have quoted, the  

application was defeated. In our  
case, we have approximately 4,000  

members who are employes of the  
Railways Service and there are 23  
members of this new organisation who  
are said to belong to the grades cov-
ered by our organisation.  

The points I wish to make from  
that judgment are:— 

First: That His Honor pointed out  
that the main difficulty that the ap-
plicant had to overcome was the fact  

that it was purely a State body  
that difficulty, we say, also extends to  
the present applicants.  

Secondly: His Honor further points  

out that he could see no evidence of  
desire on the part of Railway Station-
masters in Australia for distinct regi-
stration. In that regard, as far as  

the present application is concerned,  
there is certainly no evidence of a de-
sire among railwaymen in the other  
States for a competitive organisation  

such as the present applicant would  
be. 	 • 

As I have stated, this application  

has neither quantity nor quality to sup-
port it and comes within the category  
described by His Honor the Chief  

Judge of the Court in the Seamen's  

case as recently as 1929—its regi-
stration would have a mischievous " 

rather than a beneficial effect.  

I ask, in the interests of the  men j 
covered by the Constitution of my 
Union. that the application be dis-
missed. wIM 

A number of witnesses were then . 

called on behalf of the A.R.U., bu 
as their evidence relates principally to 
the workings of their own Union and 
its relations with the loyalist Associ-
ation they have been passed over in  
this report. 

Addresses were then delivered by 
the Advocates for the objecting  
Unions. 

Mr. Landa (Solicitor for the Sal-
aried Officers' Federation) supported 
the case put forward by Mr. Drake-
ford and, in addition, pointed out that, 
whilst the N.U.R. had come to the 
Court complaining of the non-observ-
ance of its Rules by the A.R.U., it had 
itself from its birth broken its own 
Rules as witness its failure to bank 
the moneys received from its mem-
bers in accordance with Rule 50, nei-
ther did it draw its money by cheque 
as provided, and no one knows how the 
money was spent. The Application 
was an attempt to get the Federal 
Registrar to do something for them 
which the State Registrar had refused 
to do. Dealing with the evidence 
given by their five witnesses, taking 
the most insignificant first. Messrs. 
Dwyer and Annis were put forward  

as witnesses. Mr. Dwyer's evidence 
appears at p. 235 and the following  
pages. I did not ask him any ques-
tions because I thought he was too  
pitiful a witness to cross-examine. 
This was a man brought up to bolster 
up this application and what a broad 
minded individual he turned out to be! 
His objection is based on a religious 
ground, which though the Court may 
respect, it cannot take any judicial  
notice of. He admitted that from 
1923-1932 he had not been a unionist  
at all. He is of the type that takes 
all the benefits of unionism without 
incurring any liabilities. He is not 
the type that this Court will look 
upon with respect. This Court caters 
only for persons belonging to organi-
sations, and cannot pay regard to mis-
fits who cannot fit themselves into any 
organisation. I believe the saying  
originated from Mr. Dwyer's own 
country about every one being out of  
step except himself. He did not join 
the N.U.R. till 5th January, 1933. That 
is to say he joined after this applica-
tion  .  had been filed, and after the 
meeting of 6th. Nothing in this man's 
mind could have been said to have  
been in his mind on 6th October when 

,

d these steps were taken. He did not 
join them for any of the reasons that  
necessitated that organisation on 6th 
October, 1932, because he did not join  
until 1933. Therefore even if his 
evidence were worthy of respect it  

could not carry this case any further.  
The next witness was Mr. Annis 

who was also one of those eccentric  

types one sees from time to time 
though rarely in a Court of law. If 
he is typical of the members of Mr. 
Fletcher's organisation I think they 
will be in for a hot time if they do get 
registration. 

The next witness was Mr. Chapple. 
You yourself said there was no rea-
son to regard him as a hostile witness, 
and I submit great weight must be 
placed on his evidence. Mr. Beeby is 
in this unfortunate position that that 
evidence, which is the evidence of one  
of his own witnesses, is down in black 
and white. That witness states that 
he can see no reason why any member 
of the N.U.R. could not conveniently  
belong to any of the Associations rep-
resented at this hearing if he so de-
sired. So far as his own organisation 
is concerned he said the gate was wide 
open for them to come in if they 
wanted to. 

Mr. Beeby is attacking the A.R.U. 
and he finds himself in an awkward 
position by having a witness in his 
own case who has completely cleared 
the character of that organisation. My 
interests are not really involved in the 
A.R.U. but I submit that the interests 
of all the objecting organisations are 
that this bogus organisation shall not 
obtain registration.  
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Passing on from that I want to 
briefly consider the position of Mr. 
Fletcher and his partner Mr. Skelton. 
Mr. Skelton at one time, according to 
the evidence was definitely allied with 
politics. Eventually he was discarded 
by the electors whom he represented. 
After Mr. Skelton was rejected in poli-
tics he took on some organisation 
called the Railway Service ?agency. He 
then became associated with this or-
ganisation as also did Mr. Fletcher. 
Mr. Fletcher occupies a paid position. 
I do not know whether Mr. Skelton's 
position is paid or not. The irresis-
t.ble inference to be drawn is that 
both these gentlemen are out to get 
a position for themselves in the in-
dustrial sphere. Of course while they 
cannot be blamed for looking out after 
their own interests, this Court should 
not help them in doing so. 

Their rules specifically lay it down 
that the Union shall not take part in 
or identify itself with any political 
matters. I agree that it is hard for 
a Union organisation to keep out of 
it, but why should Mr. Fletcher pre-
tend that his Union is different from 
other organisations in that it keeps 
out of politics. 

The fact is that he went to Can-
berra to try and get a political body 
then in power to register him. He 
is therefore only using this Cotirt as 
a last resort when he has failed with 
his political party. 

I come now to the last witness Mr. 
Tarrant. He joined the R.S.A. on 4th 
September, 1930. His evidence starts 
at p. 247. I prepared my remarks on 
this witness before the evidence was 
given yesterday, and I was prepared 
to say to you that as to the meeting 
at Hornsby referred to at p. 254 he 
was ruled out of order probably be-
cause he was out of order. 

In view of what took place I sub-
mit that Mr. Tarrant has proved him-
self the most unreliable witness the 
Court could see, that he proved him-
self the most brazen liar that any 
Court could expect to see. The min-
ute book showed that the meeting of 
the Hornsby Sub-Branch was con-
ducted in a very orderly manner, and 
the minutes were kept much more ef-
ficiently than the minutes of the 
N.U.R. and far from being denied an 
opportunity to speak this deceptive 
witness on whose evidence no reliance 
whatsoever can be placed, actually got 
more than a fair hearing at this meet-
ing. 

He came before the Court and tried 
to mislead the Court into believing 
that the meeting absolutely crushed 
him because he was a fettler. He had 
more than a fair opportunity to have 
his say and he said it. He had a reso-
lution moved by himself and the reso- 

lution was carried. They went further 
than that, and the resolution was ac-
tually forwarded to the Annual Con-
ference of th ee. A.R.U. as a whole and 
was dealt with in 1932 and I think 
carried. 

On the first hearing this witness 
tried. to say the same thing. On the 
second occasion, thinking we could not 
get that minute book, he attempted to 
deceive the Court. 

This man is the General President 
of the N.U.R. Is that the type of man 
tnis Court is going to encourage to be 
the head of an organisation to which 
this Court will give its sanction? 

This man had a fair say and the 
witness put in the box by Mr. Chapple, 
Mr. Turner, must have given än im-
pression of telling the truth and that 
the minutes were recorded truthfully, 
accurately and carefully. When this 
man talked about being engaged in a 
fight the truth of the matter was he 
engaged himself in the fight. What is 
the most dangerous thing about this 
type of individual is that he shows 
his type of mind. He was in the 
A.R.U. which he is attacking, and at 
the very time he was in it and moving 
resolutions, he was already a member 
of the R.S.A. What impudence to try 
and take an active part in an organi-
sation to which he had such objections 
and at the time he was already a 
member of the R.S.A. in which organi-
sation he got speedy and remarkable 
promotion. I say this man is a shuff-
ling type of witness and if you asked 
me which I prefer out of Mr. Tarrant 
and that humble man Mr. Dwyer, I 
would rather have Mr. Dwyer who at 
least spoke honestly. 

I have already pointed out that this 
organisation has no branches in other 
States and it is problematical whether 
it ever would. It has not proved it is 
a bona fide organisation. On the other 
hand all the witnesses have proved 
that not only is the organisation not 
bona fide but those on the executive 
are themselves not bona fide. 

For those reasons I submit that this 
application should be dismissed and 
with costs. 

Mr. Chapple (Federal Secretary 
A.R.U.) in his address outlined the 
origin and growth of Unionism in 
Australia and likened the- present 
N.U.R. to the "company" Unions ex-
isting in America sponsored by em-
ployers to defeat the legitimate aims 
of bona fide Unions. 

He then traversed the evidence of 
the witnesses, particularly that of Mr. 
Tarrant, in respect of happenings dur-
ing his membership in the A.R.U. and 
mentioned that Mr. Tarrant was de-
nied a ballot paper because at the 
time he was unfinancial. He sug-
gested that he was utterly irrespon- 

sible, unreliable and not fit to lead an 
industrial organisation of workers. 

I suggest that those who are out-
side the ranks of the Australian Rail-
ways Union or the objecting organi-
sations are at heart not Unionists—
not bona fide Unionists. They seek 
other organisations as a haven of re-
fuge because of ignorance of indus-
trial - matters or because of some fan-
cied wrong that has been inflicted on 
them, or for some other reason that 
would not hold water if examined. 

The evidence already given in this 
case shows indisputably that the ex-
istence of the claimant organisation is 
a cause for disruption and dispute. 
The evidence of witnesses on both 
sides clearly  demonstrates that, and 
we have further evidence in the form 
of an Exhibit tendered—Ex. No. 24—
which is in the form of a Statutory 
Declaration of T. M. Gleeson. 

This Declaration indicates clearly 
what arose when Mr. Fletcher made 
an attempt to enrol members for his 
organisation in Melbourne. The Guard 
(Bennett) referred to in the Declara-
tion was expelled by the Victorian 
Branch of the Union but he has not 
appealed to the Australian Council, 
although he has that right of appeal 
if he desires to exercise it. That De-
claration clearly indicates the feeling 
which would arise in the State of Vic-
toria, and I submit that similar con-
ditions would prevail in other States 
if the National Union of Railwaymen 
attempted to enrol members in other 
States. 

With regard to the political field I 
think any intelligent person will rea-
lise there is much to be gained by po-
litical affiliation. I questioned my 
State Secretaries as to their view-
point on that matter, and the view-
point expressed was that it was bene-
ficial. 

I think, so far as my knowledge 
goes, it is only anarchists who do not 
believe in political action, yet our 
friends appear to object to it. They 
might resent being classed as anar-
chists, but it appears to me if they are 
not prepared to accept political action 
they are bordering on the line of an-
archy for not doing so. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Chapple's 
address some interesting history as 
to the antecedents of the N.U.R. were 
furnished by Mr. Bell of the Tram-
ways Union, who said that the Rail-
ways Commissioners, after breaking 
the strike, set out to build one of the 
parent Organisations of the N.U.R., 
which was inaugurated at a meeting 
with the Chief Commissioner, who en-
gaged Mr. Paynter, the predecessor of 
Mr. Fletcher. and in the report of 
Judge Edmunds as Royal Commission-
ers returns were prepared showing 
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that £400 had been expended in wages  
and allowances in organising these  
service Unions. Railway Inspect s  
went along the lines and endeavoured  
to get men to join up.  

On the completion of the addresses  
of the objectors, Mr. Beeby, Solicitor  
for the Applicant, replied in the  
course of which he traversed the  
ground brought out by his witnesses  
when he opened the case, and he also  
dealt with the arguments advanced on  
behalf of the varic:is Unions, display-
ing particular attention to Mr.  
Chapple's viewpoint. He claimed that  
the evidence given by the latter as his  
witness would never have been al-
lowed by a Supreme Court Judge, and  
that Mr. Chapple had deliberately  
lied in answer to his questions, and  
was guilty of deliberate perjury.  

Dealing with the affiliation with the  
Red International, Mr. Beeby said that  
the A.R.U. desired to affiliate with the  
R.I.L.U., and wrote accordingly. He  
would not enlarge on what Moscow  
meant. it was within the Registrar's  
own knowledge. He would simply  
leave one word in his mind, RUSSIA.  

The pamphlets issued by the A.R.U.  
referred to the Russian Revolution as  
a wonderful achievement, yet 20 mil-
lion people died from pestilence, fam-
ine and so forth. The Australian La-
bor Party was behind that affiliation  
with the R.I.L.U. Some time ago the  
N.U.R. on Judge Lukin's advice, in-
tended to apply for a proclamation un- 

On the 18th January a Petrol-elec-
tric Car in charge of Rail Motor Dri-
ver Bendle collided with a motor car  
at Hopper's Crossing, Werribee, when  
three Colac residents, occupants of  
the motor car, were thrown out of  
the motor car and killed.  

An inquest was held at the Mel-
bourne Morgue on the 20th February,  
when evidence was given by a num-
ber of persons as to the sounding of  
the whistle of the Petrol-electric car  
and the fact of there being a clear  
view of the level crossing for some  
considerable distance.  

Rail Motor Driver Bendle gave evi-
dence that he saw the motor car when  
about 600 yards from the crossing,  
and sounded his whistle almost con-
tinuously from the whistle board, was  
under the impression that the car  
would stop at the crossing. It was  
not until he was about 30 yards from  
the crossing that he realised the car  

der Section 19'of the Act, but at that  
time the Scullin Government carne  
into office and they took the Section  
out of the Act. In all the circum-
stances the Registrar should decide in  

favor of granting registration.  
Mr. Chapple: I now submit that hav-

ing heard the case the application  
should be dismissed and costs (assess-
ed at 50 guineas) granted on the  
ground that it was fictitious, frivolous,  
insincere and unwarranted.  

The Registrar intimated that the  
exhibits would take some consierable  
time to go through and that he would  
notify the parties when he was ready  
to give his decision.  

Judgment was to have been deliv-
ered in Sydney on March 6th, but  
when the parties assembled the  
Deputy-Registrar handed out the fol-
lowing statement:— 

"I desire to inform the parties that  
as the Full Court is now hearing an  
application made by the N.S.W. Rail-
ways Commissioners and others for  
the removal of the railway industry  
from the jurisdiction of the Federal  
Court, I do not propose to deliver my  
decision in the application of the  
N.U.R. for registration until such  
time as the Full Court has decided  
whether the railway industry is still  
to remain in the Federal Court.  

I may add that I have only come to  
this decision this morning."  

was not stopping, as it appeared the  
brakes of the car had failed to act,  
and the car was turned upon the  
crossing towards the approaching  
Petrol-electric car. The brakes of the  
P.E. car were applied in emergency.  
The motor car was badly wrecked  
and the three occupants were killed.  

After hearing the evidence, the  
Coroner, Mr. Grant, P.M., said it ap-
peared that the driver of the 'motor  
car miscalculated the distance avail-
able to him in which to pull up at the  
crossing, arising from the fact that  
at the last moment the motor car  
turned to the right instead of pulling  
up. There also seemed a probability  
that the brakes were not acting effi-
ciently. He recorded a finding of ac-
cidental death.  - 

Relatives of two of the deceased  
were represented at the inquest,  
whilst Mr. C. Collins appeared for  
Rail Motor Driver Bendle.  

AUSTRALIAN FEDERATED  
UNION OF LOCOMOTIVE  

ENGINEMEN.  
(Victorian Division.)  

GENERAL OFFICERS AND  
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS FOR  

YEAR 1933.  

GENERAL OFFICERS— 
President: Mr. N. Pullar.  
Vice-President: Mr. T. Dawson.  
Treasurer: Mr. R. Matheson.  
General Secretary: Mr. W. C. H.  

Collins.  

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS—  
North Melbourne.—Messrs. L. Dat-

son, F. Judkins, W. McTaggart,  
N. Pike, W. T., Williames, R. W.  
Thompson, W. Lewis, L. Kent, C.  
Franklin, W. Bishop.  

Jolimont.—Messrs. J. Gault, G. K.  
Shaw, N. V. Pout and J. Bull.  

List of Branch Secretaries for Year  
1933.  

Ararat.—Mr. R. James, High Street.  
Ballarat.—Mr. W. Whitworth,  '  519  

Lyons Street.  
Bendigo.—Mr. V. Collins, Havlin St.  
Benalla.—Mr. H. Trueman, 41 Smythe  

Street.  
Central.—Mr. C. Franklin, 5 Pratt St.,  

Moonee Ponds, W.4.  
Colac.—Mr. L. Mitchell, 55 Connor  

Street.  
Donald.—Mr. C. Morrison, Walker St.  
I)imboola.—Mr. A. Chisholm, Uppér  

Region Street.  
Geelong (West).—Mr. R. Ellis, 12  

Isabella Street  
Hamilton.—Mr. E. Halse, 29 Clarke  

Street.  
Jolimont.—Mr. J. Gault, 99 Moreland  

Road, Coburg, N.13.  
Korumburra.—Mr. G. Thompson,  

Queen Street.  
Maryborqugh.-Mr. W. Dellar, 60  

Napier Street.  
Mildura.—Mr. E. Hyatt, "Berrima,"  

Seventh Street.  
Seymour.—Mr. J. J. Vidler, Butler  

Street.  
Traralgon.—Mr. W. P. Sullivan, Ma-

bel Street.  
Wonthaggi.—Mr. W. Stibbs, Hunter  

Street.  
Wodonga.—Mr. G. Lynch, Havelock  

Street.  
Warragul.—Mr. F. J. McKee, Peace  

Avenue.  
Rail Motor Drivers' Branch.—Mr. F.  

McDonald, 953 Punt  •  Road, South  
Yarra, S.E.1.  

Werribee Inquest  
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Branch Reports  
BENDIGO.—The Bendigo Branch 

meeting was held in the Drivers' 
Room at 10 a.m. on 12th February. 
Crwing to the absence of the Chair-
man the vice-chairman, Mr. W. El-
liott, presided over a fair attendance. 
The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and confirmed, newsletter 
and correspondence was read and dis-
cussed, and Past Chairman Certificate 
was presented to the Past Chairman ; 

 Comrade Patterson, the design of 
which came up for a ,great deal of 
criticism and the executive should 
have had a more appropriate design  

or had the old design co:'tinued. The 
Chairman gave a cordial welcome to 
ivlr. W. Furlong to the meeting. Mr. 
r urlong suitably 'responded and there 
were a few items listed for deputation 
to the foreman. The meeting stood 
1.1 silence for one minute in sympathy 
with Comrade A. Read, who suffered 
bereavement in the loss of his brother. 
The meeting closed at 12.40 p.m.--V. 
A. COLLINS. 

BENALLA.—The monthly meeting 
of the Benalla branch was held in the 
Institute Rooms on Sunday, February 
12th, at 2.30 p.m. Comrade A. Mor-
gan presided. There was a fair at-
tendance for a hot day. The chair-
man welcomed Comrade T. Dawson, 
vice-president of the Division, who 
suitably responded. The minutes of 
the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. Correspondence was read, 
received and discussed. Foreman's 
`toms received with satisfaction. There 
was not a great deal of general busi-
ness, a few complaints for the fore-
man and two for D.R.S.S. 

The Chairman then called upon 
Comrade Dawson to address the meet-
ing and his address was listened to 
with interest. It was very pleasing 
to hear of the good work that our 
executive officers are doing for the 
members when we know what they are 
up against. Mr. Dawson gave a  
lengthy address which lasted over an  
hour. After answering questions  
from the members the chairman then  

called on Comrade Dawson to present  
Past Chairman's Certificates to Com-
rades Alexander and Padgett. the  
vice-president, after a few well chosen 
remarks presented the certificates. 
Comrades Alexander and Padgett re-
sponded.  

The Chairman then called on Com-
rade Reynolds to move a vote of  
thanks to Comrade Dawson. supported 
by Comrades Tregoning, Wittingslow, 
and Padgett. Mr. Dawson then suit-
ably responded.  

The Chairman then appealed to the 
members of the Benalla branch to at- 

tend the meetings more regular and 
assist the officers of the branch to  
carry on.  

The meeting closed at 6 p.m..—A. 
MORGAN.  

CENTRAL.—The second ordinary 
ahieting of the above branch was held 
un 12/2/'33. There was a fair at-
tendance. It was reported that the  
commissioners had refused to hear a 
mass deputation on the acting ques-
tion but were prepared to hear rep-
resentations byi selected speakers. It  

was decided to again press for a 
mass deputation as it was contended 
that better results were obtained and  

a better impression made by the mass 
method. It was also urged that the  
matter be given press publicity in the 
event of the deputation failing. The 
matter of permanent men not being 
sent to the country to cope with ex-
tra work was brought under notice. 
Many permanent men were on short 
time at this depot and claimed pre-
ference for transfer to places where  

.the work offered. It meant higher 
rates for them and time towards pro-
motion. The result of the ballot for 
President was announced by Mr. 
Bishop, returning officer. Mr. Pullar, 
who was elected returned thanks and  
urged all to work in theinteresti of  

the union. He was prepared to al-
ways do what he thought was right 
and  urged members to adopt the so-
cialist objective. 

Mr. Lewis responded and said he 
would take his defeat without ill-feel-
ing. 

The return and balance sheet was 
read and received. The secretary said  
that a good number of unfinancial 
members were now paying up and the 
position gradually improving. 

Notice of motion was given to re-
move the chairman and secretary from 
their respective positions. It was 
said that they did not carry out in-
structions given them at the January  
meeting as Central branch represen-
tatives on the executive. The matter 
will be dealt with at the March meet-
ing after which it might be hoped 
that something will be done in the in-
terest of members generally. A num-
ber of items were listed for Local In-
terview and a resolution carried sup-
'orting the Mullins Defence League.  
The League, by the way. is urgîna the  
reinstatement of Comrade L. Mullins.  
who was recently dismissed from the  
railway service. Comrades there are  

numerous methods advocated. both Po-
litical and industrial which have for  
their object the improvement of the 

 

workers lot. Men and women, support 
 

the movement that to them seems  
most practicable. Thus we hear the  

danger of division. This must be 
avoided. The objective is always the 
same and can only be achieved by 
each individual serving in the capa-
city that suits them best while not 
losing sight of the desired goal.— 
CHAS. J. FRANKLIN. 

CENTRAL.—A Special Meeting of 
Central branch was called on Sunday, 
19/2/'33. There was a good attend-
ance, particularly as the notice given  
was short.  

Mr. Pullar occupied the chair and  
explained at length the object of the  
meet.ng which was called in protest  
against a notice posted by the De-
partment altering the method of stab-
ling and preparing engines.  

A big reduction of time allowed to  
perform these duties was a feature of 

 the instruct.on. Enginemen were  
asked to "put away and recondition"  
engines in 45 minutes. All engines to  
be put over the pit and prepared be-
fore being left. Ten minutes was to 

 be allowed to take an engine out af-
ter signing on and each engine to be  
prepared for a 16 hour shift. Mem-
bers were indignant that this should  
be "put over" without due notice or  
any consideration given to their  
point of view. A resolution was car-
ried instructing men to perform the  
separate duties as before and leave  
engines roadworthy. If work is not  
completed in the time allowed the shed  
foreman to be advised. No under-
neath oiling to be done on the pit as  
this was held to be a dangerous prac-
tice and against instructions. When  
taking out an engine that had been  
prepared men were advised to insist  
that the fire should be spread, pump  
working and trimmings in position.  
This was posted for the guidance of  
members. It was agreed that a depu-
tation be held to the C.M.E. on the  
matter. The effect of this depart-
mental instruction would be a most  
unfair advantage of our previous con-
ditions. No information is given as  
to what is meant by reconditioning  
and members were at some loss to un-
derstand their position. The result of  
the instruction and the deputation has  
given us some respite and we are now  
assured that no further action will be  
taken without due consideration is  
given to the matter and that we shall  
be consulted.—CHAS. J. FRANKLIN. 

DIMBOOLA. -- Dimboola Branch 
held their monthly meeting on the 12th 
February, and the attendance being 
remarkable for the day was 106 de-
grees, even at 10.30 a.m. Many con-
tentious items were discussed from  
Previous minutes and correspondence,  
by the way, was particularly lengthy  
and kept members busy for a good  
period. Many items being listed for  
deputation purposes the fact of which  
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shows that members are alert to their 
business. The  .  item of change-over 
kits being again brought forward and 
members required to know why good 
new shovels were .,21aced in change-
over kits whilst the Commissioners 
were in the district and no sooner 
have they departed when the old worn 
out ones again came to light for the 
daily use; and possibly the clean white 
depots will now be aiiowed to become 
biack and smoke grimed again. Mem-
bers here are greatly surprised at the 
reduction in the basic wage, and do 
wonder also how the cost of living fig-
ures are compiled. The lists sent out 
by the Executive with the Metropoli-
tan prices thereon  "  when compared 
with local prices caused some debate 
and sharpened up members to their 
household liabilities. So from now on-
wards members may take a keener 
interest in this, their duty to them-
selves and their fellow workers. 

Meeting closed at 1 p.m.—ALEX. 
CHISHOLM. 

DONALD.—The usual meeting of 
the above branch was held on Sunday 
afternoon, 12/2/'33, Comrade Tom 
Keating taking the chair in the ab-
sence of our Chairman, Leo Slattery, 
who had put in all the morning effect-
ing repairs to his underground tank 
pump. Comrade Slattery sent word 
that he was on the job to do or die. 
After repeated failures and frequent 
use of adjectives to get the pump to 
operate at a late hour. Just as the 
boys were dispersing from the meet-
ing he discovered that the main re-
servoir was dry otherwise the under-
ground tank was empty which, of 
course accounted for the pump failure. 

The minutes being confirmed and 
several matters of minor importance 
dealt with, discussion took place over 
the vexed question of engine prepara-
tion and the opinion was freely ex-
pressed that in running engines such 
long runs with only one preparation 
was a policy not in the interests of 
either engines or men. We have a 
"C" prepared here to run to Ballarat 
and return to Maryborough. The 
question of coal cropped up and in-
structions have been issued that an 
excess 10 cwt. must be put on this en-
gine here to avoid coal shortage. A 
test was conducted by Mr. Ford, En-
ginemen's Instructor. But on the oc-
casion he rode Maitland coal was sup-
Plied we have doubts about Maitland 
always being available for this run. 

Another question that greatly con-
cerns us is the short notice given to 
crews to report for duty to run trains, 
surely with all the control system we 
have now in vogue it is not necessary 
to wait until the death knock before 
calling up men to be up and doing. 
This matter was listed for the exe-
cutive to ventilate. It would appear 
to us just an economy stunt, waiting 
to the last moment to see if it is not 
Possible  to do without assistance to  

the 19 down passenger. But by pro-
viding a crew for this run upsets 
everything in the way of the morning 
roster here when men are only given 
half an hour or a little more to pre-
pare to go away on a rest job. We 
reel a little more notice could and 
should be given. 

Driver G. Wilkinson and Fireman 
Jack Howlett were recently called to 
Bank 19 down rest at Ouyen and re-
turn with a goods. Jack just before 
signing on for the return trip pur-
chased some buns and other eatables 
and with them under his arm was 
stopped by a gent (evidently one of 
those who are seeing Victoria from 
the railway perched on a goods 
truck) with "Say, mate, where's the 
dole office." "I don't know," says 
Jack. "You're on the dole aren't 
you ?" "I'm just about, and if they 
cut much more out of me with the 
cost of living reductions I'll be below 
the dole mate." "Isn't that dole 
stuff ?" eyeing what Jack had under 
his arm. Jack, in telling of his ex-
perience said, "Well the job is getting 
down when one is taken for a tramp. 
I'm sure he did not believe me that 
I had not come from the dole office." 

Work is keeping fairly steady here, 
just enough to keep all hands employ-
ed. We have with us again Dr. Char-
lie Ellis, and Fireman Jack Whittaker 
has resumed duty after a severe ill-
ness extending over three months; his 
health has much improved. 

The meeting closed at 5.30 p.m.—
C. H. MORRISON. 

GEELONG.—The ordinary monthly 
meeting of Geelong branch was held 
in the Drivers' Room on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12th, at 10 a.m. Mr. G. Hard-
ing presiding over a small attend-
ance. 

Since our last meeting I deeply re-
gret having to report the sad and sud-
den death of our popular chair man, 
Mr. Harry Hunt. Mr. Hunt, when 
leaving Geelong on his annual leave, 
apparently in the best of health, took 
suddenly ill and after ten days in 
Beechworth Hospital passed away 
without regaining consciousness. 

Members showed respect for our 
late comrade, Mr. Hunt, by standing 
in silence for one minute. 

Nominations were called for the po-
sition of chairman, Mr. G. Harding 
being the only member nominated, was 
duly elected unopposed. 

A presentation of a Retiring Chair-
man's Certificate was made to Mr. G. 
Harding, who occupied the position of 
Chairman of Colac branch in 1930. Mr. 
H. Crosthwaite, in a few well chosen 
remarks, presented Mr. Harding with 
the Certificate and was supported by 
other speakers. Mr. Harding suit-
ably responded. 

Now members, it is up to you to 
give this find young chairman the sup-
port that he richly deserves, by all 
attending your meetings more regu- 

larly in the future. 
Quite a number of items were listed 

for depot foreman and meeting ter-
minated at 1.15 p.m.—R. ELLIS. 

JOLIMONT. — The usual monthly 
meeting was held in the Loco Hall on 
12/2/'33 at 10.30 a.m. 

Mr. W. Regan presided. 
The correspondence was heavy and 

a fair amount of general business was 
attended to. 

Of most importance to members 
was a consideration of the fresh in-
justice of a further lowering of wages 
based on percentages, very convincing 
to everyone except the housewives 
who vainly search for the sources of 
supply from whence the figures are 
quoted by the compilers of the neatly 
arranged columns which, satisfying to 
the eye, are very unsatisfactory to try 
to trace. The Federal President, Mr. 
A. S. Drakeford, addressed the meet-
ing and outlined the steps taken by 
the A.C.T.U. in connection with the 
case shortly to be put to the Federal 
Arbitration Court. 

General business having been dis-
posed of, thié meeting terminated at 
1.10 p.m.—J.G. 

MARYBOROUGH. — The monthly 
meeting was held in the Workers Hall 
on Sunday, 12/2/'33 at 2.30 p.m. 

There was a fair attendance, but 
room for more. Correspondence was 
lengthy and revealed a lot of good 
work done, which in one instance ap-
plied to this branch, the Executive 
and General Officers being successful 
in obtaining payment of relieving ex-
penses for Super Cleaner G. Heffernan 
who has requested that his best thanks 
be conveyed to all who had taken 
part in the fight and especially to the 
General Secretary for his untiring ef-
forts, and further to remind members 
that the Union has not fallen down on 
its job, but is doing it, and doing it 
well, and has its arms open in readi-
ness to welcome the whole-hearted 
support of the members to fight on. 
The busy season has been patchy and 
as far as the Supers are concerned 
has left them with many regrets and 
in some cases their pays have been 
short of the dole. There is not much 
encouragement in treatment such as 
this as there is work that requires 
attention. 

The result of the deputations to 
local officers revealed that there was 
a delay in having matters dealt with, 
and according to the items listed for 
future debate revealed that matters 
that had been dealt with needed fur-
ther attention. In these instances the 
Executive have been given a job as 
the members consider that once the 
foreman gives an assurance that items 
will be attended to the work should 
be done. Lists of cost of living items 
were distributed and it is expected 
that a good representative result will 



T.R. no need to examine spark and 
ash arresters. Crew preparing engine 
is responsible for these arresters be-
ing in good order. 

Electric Train Drivers complaint, re 
the poor visibility of Disc on Post 
93, Melbourne Yard. 
Mr. Jones travelled on Electric 

Loco. and reports that, in daylight, 
good view, but at night, not so good, 
and recommended the refoeussing of 
s gnal. Attended to on 16/1/'33 and 
now satisfactory. 
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rades in the person of A. Fall, who 
has been transferred away from this 
uepot for some time past. During 
the meeting we presented our worthy 
comrade with a Past Chairman's Cer-
tificate, which he was justly entitled 
to some time ago. 

Since our last report there has 
been a dark seal of sorrow stamped on 
the family of one of our worthy com-
rades in the person of Comrade J. 
Dwyer, who lost one of his daughters 
suddenly. We extend to himself, wife, 
and family our deepest sympathy in 
their sad loss. As this was all that 
was forthcoming and with the dinner 
hour drawing nigh, our chairman then 
closed the meeting at 12.45 p.m.—
G. H. LYNCH. 

be obtained. Work has been better 
for the past week, but hopes for the 
future are not bright. 

General business was fairly heavy, 
and for once the meeting closed early, 
viz., 4.30 p.m.—F. CHAMBERLAIN. 

WODONGA.—The usual monthly 
meeting of the Wodonga Branch was 
held at 11 a.m. on Sundavi 12/2/'6: 
Comrade J. Dwyer presiding over a 
fine gathering. Minutes of previous 
meeting being read and confirmed, cor-
respondence read as received, als» 
newsletter with its usual amount of 
interest. General business was 
brought along and a fair amount was 
put forth, local and general. 

We had with us one of our old com- 

MATTERS FINALISED WITH MR. 
STAMP, SUPT. Of LOCO. 

RUNNING. 

Cancellation of Instruction in regard 
to stopping Distant Signal, Mary-
borough. 
Not prepared to revert back to the 

previous instructions requiring Driv-
ers to stop. This was only place in 
Victoria where Drivers had to stop 
their trains at Distant Signal.  •  If men 
carry out regulations, applicable to 
Distant Signals, there is no danger ap-
proaching Maryborough. 

man is to oil shaft when getting en-
gine for Newlyn Line ready at the 
p t, as practice is dangerous. 
Will have definite instructions is-

sued that the oiling of the engine is 
to be attended to in the shed and not 
while engine is on the pit. 

Complaint from Jolimont—that no in-
formation was received cf  altera-
tion to circular issued in regard to 
Aspendale Picnic Special. 
Train was to be stabled at Aspen-

dale. but was later altered to stable 
at Carrum. The circular containing 
the alteration was not received at 
Jolimont. Will see more care is taken, 
in future, and Jolimont notified. 

Driver Higgs, Donald, protest against 
being accused of rough shunting 
by Eng.nemen's Instructor Ford,, 
and asking to be supplied with de-
finite details as to time, place and 
nature of complaint. 
Matter investigated. District Roll-

ing Stock. Superintendent reports, 
that Mr. Ford rode on engine with 
Driver Higgs and has reported that 
his method of handling engine and 
train is satisfactory. There has 
been no charge or report of rough 
shunting against Driver Higgs and 
although Mr. Ford gave Higgs this 
impression, it was incorrect, and Mr. 
Ford had no foundation for same. 
Driver Higgs to be notified to this 
effect. 

Head Office Matters 

THE FOOTPLATE. March 9, 1933. 

Complaint from Driver Harris, Gee-
long, that no Trian Examiners are on 
duty at Cressy between 11 a.m. and 
3 p.m. on account of being rationed 
en certain days, and used lighting 
up on other days, that drivers have 

'to examine their trains at Cressy. 
District Supt. has investigated this 

matter, and instructions issued that 
rationing is to be abolished for the 
present, and that Examiner to be on 
duty for examination of trains. 

Complaint of Dr:ver V. Murray, 
North Melbourne, that trucks with 
automatic couplings put on at Dan-
denong on 6.15 p.m. Warragul, were 
net marshalled in accordance with 
instructions issued. 
This matter was taken up with Sta-

t'on Master, Dandenong, who reports 
that on this date, Shunters were very 
busy and had the trucks been mar-
shalled, it would have meant delay to 
6.15 p.m. `Down' Warragul. Papers 
to be forwarded to Driver Murray for 
perusal. 

Ballarat—query as to ruling given to 
Driver Wilson by Mr. Hinds—that 
he need not examine spark and ash 
arresters when engine is prepared 
for him. 
When engine is prepared by another 

crew and the crew is allowed ten mins. 
to take charge of engine and get to 

Maryborough—request that an extra 
Train Examiner be appointed, on 
account of Depot Foreman and Fit-
ters, at times, having to examine 
trains. 
Not prepared to place another train 

Examiner at Maryborough as there 
is not sufficient work and would only 
result in the rationing of the Train 
Examiners which has been suspended 
for the present. 

Driver E. J. Myers, North Melbourne, 
correspondence in connection with 
t me taken between Footscray and 
Kensington, and objection to Mr. 
Ciulson's remarks—"that examina-
tion of speed chart may reveal 
something." 
Not prepared to examine speed 

charts as in the suburban area trains 
are subject to speed restrictions in 
accordance with signals displayed. 

Request that "leg-of-Mutton" window 
in  cab of "D4" class engines be al- 
tered so that they can be opened to 
give ventilation when required. 
Matter investigated. Messrs. Dea-

sey and Alhston report that there 
would be no direct benefit to the crew 
if windows could be opened, and as it 
would be a costly job, not prepared to 
take any action. 

Protest against instruction issued by 
Depot Foreman, Ballarat, that Fire- 

Complaint from Maryborough Engine-
men that roads in district are in 
bad order. 
The Way and Works Branch re-

port roads have received attention 
and are now in good order and suit-
able for maximum speed. 

Protest against late receipt of circu-
lars at Jolimont, concerning altera-
tions to trains and special trains 
required to be run by electric 
locos. 
It is proposed that the ordering of 

all engine power, both steam and 
electric, be taken over by Mr. Zeis, 
Chief Train Despatcher, and when 
this is done, circulars will be for-
wàrded direct to Jolimont instead of, 
as at the present time, depending 
upon the Transport Branch fo r .  the 
despatch of circulars. 

Driver Crofts, Balranald. protest 
against instruction issued relating 
to altered method of lighting up 
and preparation of engine on Sun-
days. 
Matter now adjusted. 	In future 

when driver comes on duty Sunday 
night to light up. he is to prepare his 
own portion of the engine only. Fire-
man is then to come on Monday morn-
ing and do his own preparation. The 
driver will come on ten minutes be-
fore the engine is timed at T.R. 
point. 

1 
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MATTERS FINALISED WITH MR. 
DICKENSON, CHIEF CLERK, 

C.M.E.'s OFFICE. 

Acting Fireman Allan, Donald, claim 
to be paid at firing rate and time 
credited for increment purposes 
whilst employed on Mail Motor at 
Woo melang. 
Matter investigated; claim to be al-

lowed. 

Driver .1. Matthews, recently trans-
ferred from Jolimont to North Mel-
bourne, informed by Sheet Clerk he 
would be booked off more than other 
Drivers till his time was brought to 
average shortage at North Mel-
bourne. 
Driver Matthews is to start at 

North Melbourne from even time and 
to work the same average time per 
period, as other Drivers. 

Geelong, protest against instructions 
issued that classified Drivers had to 
be booked on annual leave and thus 
upsetting a rotation system that 
had been agreed to by the Foreman 
and Geelong members. 
The system previously in operation 

to remain, and holidays of classified 
Drivers to be cancelled, and Depot 
Foreman be told that if men complain, 
they are to be informed the alteration 
was due to the request of the Union. 

Acting Fireman Dawkins, North Mel-
bourne, claim to be paid second sub-
divisional rate when firing; and to 
have firing time worked by his jun-
iors whilst he was employed on Coal 
Stage, credited for promotion. 
Dawkins has withdrawn his applica- 

tion. 

Super Cleaner Heffernan, Marybor-
ough, claim to be paid expenses 
whilst relieving at Warragul from 
7/6/'30 to 7/8/'30. 

•  Claim upheld and expenses to be 
raid. 

Acting Firemen McAlinder and 
Lynch, North Melbourne, claim for 
increased rate when firing.  . 
Records show Lynch performed only 

2424 hours firing; McAlinder 2328 
hour-. fir ng. within immediate preced-
ing two years, so their rate was re-
duoed as from 3/10/'32. Their rates 
w;ll be again increased from 23/10/'32 
under Classification Boards Award as 
they have maintained 313 days firing 
within five years preceding 23/10/'32. 

Fireman Cronin, Benalla, protest 
against not being granted annual 
leave to enable him to take his child 
for a holiday prior to undergoing an 
operation. 
Fireman Cronin has no leave due, 

but  as  a special case will permit him 
to take Proportionate leave and he 
will be allowed a `Station to Station' 
Pass with the proportionate leave and 
a destination pass when he takes the 
balance of the leave. 

Geelong, query as to whether payment 
is allowed for putting in report, af-
ter finishing duty. 
Payment is not allowed when engine 

is put in siding or stabled, and crew 
s ign off. But if crew travels passen-
ger and is not required to sign off, 
the Driver is allowed the time allow-
ance from Station to Depot, to put in 
important reports. 

Driver Powell, North Melbourne, not 
paid passenger allowance for whole 
of shift on Korumburra passenger 
on account of returning with goods 
train. 
Not prepared to pay passenger al-

lowance for running goods train, al-
tnough majority of the work is pass-
enger work. As Powel l  is second 
senior Driver at North Melbourne, he 
can have the choice of going on Ben-
digo running, providing Mr. Stamp is 
agreeable. 

Acting Fireman Flanagan, application 
to be classified as a Fireman on ac-
count of having completed 313 days 
before 1925 and to be given credit 
for firing time lost, whilst at New-
port and Jolimont. 
Did not have his time in before 

1925. Not prepared to give credit for 
firing time lost when at Jolimont, as 
Flanagan applied for the position, and 
was prepared to forego his seniority. 
Departmental papers held to this ef-
fect. 
Driver Lowe, Geelong, claim to be 

paid time at Warrnambool examin-
ing train on arrival. 
Not prepared to make payment for 

time. Would only take a few min-
utes as only a short train, and ample 
t ine paid on mileage. 

Acting Driver Desmond, Geelong, 
claim to be paid driving rate during 
the period he was not permitted to 
do driving work. 
To be paid the Driver's rate for any 

days he would have been driving dur-
ing the period he was not permitted 
to drive. 
Maryborough—protest against the re- 

moval of sheet from railway station. 
Value of sheet being posted at sta-

tion not very great, as the majority 
of men see the sheet before signing 
off duty. Those who are required to 
find out their next turn of duty, can 
use the telephone. 

Seymour—request that single Super 
Cleaners be credited with firing 
time worked by married men who 
are their juniors, for promotion 
purposes. 
Not prenared to grant this request. 

Policy of Government is preference to 
married men. 

Ballarat—request that the Fireman 
doing the 1 aim. Sunday, be allowed 
to finish the week with the Driver. 
If this could not be done then a sen-
ior man who could hold the job, be 
booked on it. 

Depot Foreman written to and told 
if seniority is not involved, this re-
quest to be given effect to. If seni-
ority is envolved men must be unani-
mous. 

Driver G. Thompson, Korumburra, 
protest against shift worked by 
him on 23/1/'33—sign on as Driver 
7.10 a.m. to 11.3 a.m. and on same 
day, signed on at 7.30 p.m. to 5.20 
a.m. as Fireman. 
Very short of staff on this date. 
Will look into the question as to 

whether a Super Cleaner could have 
been brought on. 

Cleaner Anderson, Shepparton, appli- 
cation for a transfer to Seymour to 
obtain firing work, on account of 
junior men to Anderson firing. 
Transferred a junior Cleaner to An-

derson to Shepparton. Anderson to 
remain at Shepparton but will get fir-
ing work. 

Complaint from Maryborough that 
shed and conveniences are not kept 
in proper state of cleanliness. 
Mr. George, Depot Foreman, re-

ports there have been no local com-
plaints, and that Labourer Green has 
been specially selected for this work, 
also that there is no reasonable cause 
for complaint and that more than the 
standard allowance of disinfectants 
has been used in the Maryborough 
shed. 

Driver De Medici, Newport, claim to 
be paid trip allowance when on duty 
in excess of ten hours. 
Not prepared to grant claim, as De 

Medici is a shop employee, and not 
entitled to trip allowance, but he is 
entitled to a meal allowance if re-
quired to work in excess of two hours 
beyond the ordinary time of finishing 
duty. 

Acting Driver Gangell, Healesville, 
claim to be paid increased rate ac- 
count of interval time at Lilydale 
being previously regarded as firing 
work instead of driving work. 
Matter investigated. Gangell to re-

ceive credit for 1231 hours interval 
time as driving time at Lilyaale, but 
this will not affect his rate of pay, as 
interval time was regarded as higher 
grade work until 4/7/'31. 

Driver W. Lewis, North Melbourne, 
claim to be paid driving rate and 
time credited for increment pur-
poses for shift worked firing on 
30/1/'33, account of being sent out 
on Angliss' Pilot when next in turn 
for driving, and a junior man util-
ised for driving duty. 
When Lewis sent on this job, did 

not look as if he would be required 
for driving, also as driving duty was 
not available until more than two 
hours after Lewis had signed on 
duty, he was not considered avail-
able for same.  .  Full file of papers 
forwarded to Lewis. 



nut  N'OO'1CYLATE. March M arch 9. 1933 28 	 February-March, 1933. 

fined by R.M.O. and found fit for 
duty. 
Now decided to pay Acting Driver 

Bellamy the t.me involved. i 
Driver Chisholm, Dimboola, claim for 

a refund of ticket purchased on 
14/12/'32, Dimboola to Melbourne, 
on account of illness. 
Refund granted. 

Super Cleaner Monte, Wodonga, pro-
test against junior man being se-
lected for transfer to location 
where full time work was avail-
able. 
Matter investigated. 	Monte is 

classed as a  Super Labourer, and 
was not considered eligible for trans-
fcr to a location where he would be 
required for cleaning and firing duty 
only. 

Driver R. J. Collins, North Melbourne, 
protest against decision of C.M.E. 
that he is not entitled to have a day 
added to his annual leave account of 
working until 1.10 a.m. on Xmas 
Day. 
Collins to have day added to his an-

nual leave. 
Ruling given by C.M.E. that Collins 

was not entitled to have the day added 
to his annual leave unless he worked 
after 3 a.m. on Xmas Day is not in 
accordance with Classification Board's 
award. 

Ex-Driver J. Bath, retired over thirty 
years ago, when drivers were only 
allowed second-class pass, and mak-
ing application for first-class pass. 
Agreed to grant this request. 

Complaint from hostlers at North 
Melbourne that for the last cost-
of-living adjustment  •  they were 
treated as under the A.R.U. 
Award instead of under Engine-
men's award. 
Records show all adjustments of 

hostlers' rates have been made un-
der Enginemen's award. 

Super Cleaner McCormack claim to be 
paid expenses whilst relieving at 
Moe, living Morwell but stationed at 
Traralgon. 
Not prepared to grant claim, as 

there is only a quarter of mile differ-
ence Morwell to Moe and Morwell to 
Traralgon. 

Request from Mildura that as Driver 
Worcester has been permanently 
transferred to North Melbourne, 
his position be not filled, as Mil- 
dura men are working short time. 
On account of reduced traffic, it 

will not be necessary to send a Dri-
ver to Mildura to replace Worces-
ter. 

Driver Croft, Balranald, required to 
pay relief tax to New South Wales 
Government, although now living at 
Echuca. 
Unable to help Croft, but would ad-

vise that he inform N.S.W. Taxation 
Department that he is now living in 
Echuca, and ask for a refund of the 
amount paid from the date he com-
menced to live at Echuca. 

This matter was taken up by Vic-
tcrian Railways Commissioners on be-
half of their employes, with the Lang 
Government, who refused to release 
them from N.S.W. taxation. 

Driver Gibson, North Melbourne, pro- 
test against being left off sheet 
three times in two weeks. 
Satisfied Gibson had good cause for 

complaint. North Melbourne in-
structed that more care must be taken 
in placing Enginemen's names upon 
Shed Running Sheet. 

Electric Train Driver Sharkie, applica- 
tion for position at Driver's rate of 
pay account of failing in color sense. 
Matter discussed at length. Sharkie 

present at interview. Eventually de-
cided to offer Sharkie position of 
Shed Marshaller at Jolimont, which 
will become vacant upon the retire-
ment of R. Marshall in March. 

Sharkie agreed to accept this posi-
t:on provided rate of pay was in-
creased to that of Driver. This was 
eventually agreed to by the Staff 
Board. 

Driver Walker and mate, North Mel-
bourne, protest against deduction 
of one hour from interval time 
when trip allowance paid, when 
employed on Better Farming Train, 
and interval occurs at wayside sta-
tion and not at a terminal. 
Matter investigated.  '  Consider de-

duction is in order and will forward 
reply in writing, so that the matter 
can be submitted to the Classification 
Board for interpretation, if desired 
by the Union. 

Super Cleaner Day, Donald, applica-
tion fcr pass to visit Melbourne. 

Net prepared to grant pass, as Day 
has been permanently transferred and 
has given no spec al reason why he 
desires to visit Melbourne. 

MATTERS FINALISED WITH 
COMMISSIONERS' STAFF BOARD. 

Fireman Flynn, North Melbourne, ap-
plication for retirement. 
The R.M.O. would not certify that 

Flynn was permanently incapable of 
performing his duties. Flynn has 
since been examined by Doctor Gar-
diner. It is reported that Flynn's 
eye has been permanently injured, so 
the Board has decided to retire Flynn 
and to review his case in twelve 
months' time. 

Acting Fireman Preuskcr, protest 
against being dropped more than 
one sub-division in less than two 
years. 
Decided that Acting Fireman 

Preusker's rate is to be re-adjusted. Electric Train Driver McPherson, Es- 
sendon, application for retirement. 
R.M.O. has certified that McPher-

son is permanently incapable of per-
forming his duties. 

The Board has accepted R.M.O.'s re-
port and retirement approved. 

Driver Lewis, Traralgon. claim to be 
paid three days travelling to Kor-
umburra and return and attending 
meeting of Coal Conservation Com-
mittee. 
Not prepared to grant claim as 

unon first day Lewis was given offer 
of employment in addition to travel-
ling, but he declined, so will only 
nay actual travelling time. 31 hours. 
For second day will pay 91 hours at-
tending Coal Board. For third day 
will pay 8 hours for travelling home 
in pla°e of 41 hours previously al-
lowed by the C.M.E. 

Super Cleaners transferred away for 
busy season. 
Uphold decision of the C.M.E. in not 

transferring permanent me .i and pay-
ing expenses. Super Cleaners are 
permanently transferred to various 
depots. Permanent men were not pre-
pared to accept permanent transfer. 

Driver Barham, Numurkah, claim for 
payment time lost owing to injuries 
received whilst on duty at Cobram 
on 7/1/'33. 
R.M.O. now admits that swelling in 

the ankle may be due to the injury re-
ceived to the knee, and although the 
matter was not reported, as a special 
case will allow full pay for the time 
lost. 

ASSIST YOUR BRANCH 

SECRETARY BY PAYING 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 

QUARTERLY 

Acting Driver Bellamy, Casterton, 
not paid travelling time travelling 
to and from Melbourne to attend 
R.M.O. on account of not resuming 
duty the following day, after exam- 

_ 
xam- 
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