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PROGRAMME CHANGED 

Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten 

UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL 
UNIONISTS, you know what the . 

above means. Whether you are in the 
Railways Service or any other calling, 
UNIONISM and all it stands for de-
serves your UNITED SUPPORT. If 
you do not give it, then you are help-
ing the other side and all it stands 
for, i.e., Cheap Labour and Sweated 
Conditions. The Theatrical Em-
ployees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it 
has got; help them to keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia 
has the necessity for Unity been 
greater. So pass the word to the 
boys and your families to 

Support The Loco. 
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All rights to share."  

MANAGERIAL NOTES  
"The Footplate" is published  

monthly.  
All Branch Secretaries and Execu-

tive Officers are empowered to act as  
agents for this journal. Hand your  
contributions, name and address to  
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Literary.—To ensure publication  

contributions must be in not later  
than 19th of each month Branch  
reporta should be in the hands of  
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on  one  side  
of paper only.  

Subscribers should see that The  
Footplate" is sent to their private ad-
dress, and not to Loco. Sheds. Sub  
scribers will be held responsible for  
any failure of delivery due to change  
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address,  
and forward same also to their  
Branch Secretary.  
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YOURSELF.  

T. DAWSON. Secretary.  
19 Tennyson Street, Seddon W 11  
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SECRETARY BY PAYING  

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS  
QUARTERLY  

Mr. Drakeford (Essendon). Irr 
 my opinion, the Pill represents a  

praiseworthy effort to meet the crit-
icism advanced last session, when a  
much larger and more comprehensive  
measure for the establishment of a  
Ministry of Transport was brought  
down to this House. The Minister  
of Railways is to be congratulated  
on the manner in which he has  
handled the subject in placing the  
Bill before us, and I feel assured that  
a majority of honorable members re-
cognise that a Ministry of Transport  
is not only desirable to-day, but es-
sential in the, interests of the com-
munity. The differences of opinion  
to , which we have listened to-day re-
garding the form of the Bill have  
suggested to me that honorable  
members are critical as to details  
rather than main principles. Auth-
orities have arrived at the conclus-
ion that there is no other way of  
dealing with the excessive transport  
services which have been provided  
in this country than by proceeding  
to co-ordinate what may be called  
the various "arms" of transporta-
tion. Those people who represent the  
road section of transport realize that  
something of the kind must be  
brought about. After many years of  
experience in the railways, I can say  
that railway men generally apprec-
iate that road transportation has its  
sphere of activity, and that no one  
has a right to drive it from that  
sphere. But it must be remembered  
that the road transportation industry  

has been developed on roads pro-
vided by the people who own the  
railways as well, and that the effect  
of unrestricted competition has been  
that the railways could not hope to  
compete and pay their way. I trust  
that all existing differences of opin-
ion can be reconciled, and that as  a  
result the various arms of  transport  
can be co-ordinated with beneficial  
results to the whole country. The  
honorable member for Kew raised a  
number of objections to the Bill,  
which struck me as small. Although  
I believe that this ,  measure repre-
sents the best that could be produced  
in the light of the criticism of last  
session, it does not go  as far as  
I would like, and  there are still fur-
ther improvements which  can be  
effected when we  are  dealing with  

details in Committee. I am sure  th 
the Government will be glad to lis  
to any helpful suggestions.  

'With respect to the general fin  
dial difficulties of this country to-de  

we realize that they have art:  
mainly  through the deficits in t  
finances of the railways. Mr. Gab  
the Commissioner for the Comr 
wealth Railways, has produced a  
port which sets forth clearly  
concisely the position with respec  
railway finances and control.  
advocates—and I join with biro  
unified control of railway servi  
throughout Australia. He shows th  
the 'deficits which have been exPe  
ienced by all the .States have  bee 
practically the deficits on  the  r?I 
ways. The particulars. dealing W1  

this report are set out on page  
the report, which is a paper issu  
with the authority of the Comn0 
wealth Government.  

Mr. Allan.—What does Mr. Gab  
mean by unified control ?  

Mr. Drakeford.—He means, I tac  
it, control by one body on an  An' 
tralian basis, instead of by a nun1he  
of State Commissioners. On page  
of the report, Mr. Gahan shows  
the position with respect to man  
erial control of the railways in A  
tralia is as follows:— 

Miles 
System. 	Operated.  

Commonwealth 	2,143 	1 Commissiot  
N. South Wales 	5,940 	1 C l" 

si
hief
nner.

Co 
 

2 Assistant  .  C°  
missioner5• 

Victoria 	 4,699 	1 Chairyiari. of  
Commission' 
Comm ise'0 
Commissioner, 

 Commissioner  

Commissibner 
 CommiseiQner  

Total 	26,503 11 Commission°  

Mr. Linton.—Mr. Gahan does  
advocate the Commonwealth Gove  
ment taking over the whole  of'. 
railways.  

Mr. Drakeford:—No; he advoca te. 
unified control to develop stanard' 
ization and prevent "existing •dise t, 
vantages _ of • duplication and ov  
lapping. In one section of  the  repnn 
Mr. Gahan shows that, if a pass eto  
ger :buys a, ticket from Perth 0 
Brisbane, bookkeeping entries: .  bano 
to be undertaken by 'officials DI ^ ; 
less than six railway systems. 

Ministry of Transport Bill  
Mr. A. S. Drakeford, M.L.A. presents case to Parliament  

behalf of Railway Workers.  

The following extracts from Hansard of 3rd June, 1931 will provic  
interesting reading for Railway Employees:  
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sets of auditors have to deal with 
those entries in six sets of accounts. 
Money has to be transferred from 
one State to another, and records 
have to be taken and kept by each 
State concerned. Thus, we have a 
striking example of costly overlap-
Ping. Illustrating the overlapping 
that goes on with respect to freight 
charges,- I may point out that a box 
of boots transported from Melbourne 
to Perth, involves remittances be-
tween the Commonwealth railways 
and Victoria, the South Australian 
railways and Victoria, and the West-
ern Australian railways and Victoria, 
and so on. 

Mr. Linton.—But such adjustments 
are effected in bulk, and at periods. 

Mr. Irakeford.—But every item 
has to be dealt with by each system. 
Honorable members can quite readily 
Se that there is a good deal of un-
necessary duplication. If a manufac-
turer wants to despatch a box of 
boots from Melbourne, say, to Nor-
tham, in Western  Australia, he must 
Pay the freight from Melbourne to 
Perth and back to Northam. It prob-
ably costs much less to send a truck 
of potatoes from Sydney to Broken 
Hill than from Mount Gambier or 
any other potato-growing district in 
South Australia to Broken Hill, al-
though the distance from Sydney is 
Much greater. The New South 
Wales Commissioners give Sydney 
traders the benefit of cut rates so 
that they may despatch freight 700 
Miles cheaper than the South Austra-
lian railways carry it 335 miles from 
Adelaide to Broken Hill. Unified con-
trol would cut out such freight rate 
competition. If a merchant wantls 
to send a truck of merchandise from 
Melbourne to Wagga it pays him 
better to send it by boat to Sydney 
and have it transported back to 
,Wagga  by railway. 

 than by rail  transport 
 freight 

sport direct 
from Melbourne to Wagga, chiefly 
on account of Victorian and New 
South Wales rates being applied 
separately and because of the un-
loading and re-loading charges at 
Albury. Then there is the factor of 
the interstate rates to be taken into 
consideration. People in Sydney 
Want the people in Wagga to buy 
their goods from the New South 
Wales capital, so the New South 
Wales Commissioners offer cheaper 
freight rates than those ruling for 
the considerably shorter distance 
from Melbourne to Wagga When 
1  was stationed at Wahgunyah, while 
Nnlployed in the Victorian Railways. 
It was cheaper to send a bag of 
1V.heat from Corowa to Sydney, a 
distance of 408 miles, than to cart it 
from Corowa, across the River Mur-
t.ay, to Wahgunyah and thence by 

rail to Melbourne—a distance of 178 
miles. The railways of the various 
States should not he employing their 
energies in cutting each other's 
throats We can get rid of this cut-
throat competition if ■ re regard and 
operate the railways frDn1 an Aus-
tralian instead of a purely State 
point of view. 

1 have referred to the number of 
Commissioners controlling the rail-
ways throughout this continent. I 
could follow up this matter of exist-
ing overlapping and duplication 
throughout the systems with other 
illustrations. There are heads of 
Departments—for instance, chief 
mechanical engineers — in every 
State, and one for the Common-
wealth railways. Probably, one chief 
mechanical engineer would be ade-
quate for all the Australian railways, 
with several assistant engineers. 
The same comment is applicable to 
the way and works branches, and 
to any number of other avenues 
wherein considerable savings could 
be made if there were co-ordination. 
I fully appreciate  ,  that, in effecting 
savings through such co-ordination, 
there would inevitably be reductions 
of staff, but there need not be dis-
missals, for as the plan for unified 
control is developed the savings in 
staff macle would be set off by the 
wastage which takes place. But 
I want to make the railways, as 
nearly as practicable, paying propo-
sitions. To bring that about we 
must get rid of this wasteful dupli-
cation and overlapping. We can 
only do so by dealing with the rail-
ways as a whole, and from the 
nation-wide stand-point, rather than 
that of any one State. 

With regard to the losses that 
were incurred on the railways, they 
will be found on page 5 on the report 
presented by Mr. Gahan, where he 
says— 

The Railways' balance-sheet is 
almost invariably the barometer of 
the State's financial position. The 
following shows how closely the rail-
ways deficits approximated the- gen-
eral deficits in the various States for 
the year just closed:— 

That refers to the year ended the 
30th June, 1930. Consequently the 
figures are quite recent. 

Rai lways 
State. 	 D2fieit. 

New South Wales  . 
Victoria 	. .. .. 

Queensland 	. .. 
South Australia .. 
Western Australia . 
Tasmania . .. 
Commonwealth . .. 

Total 	.. 8,491,639 	8,524,000 

Almost the whole of the total 
State deficits represented railway de- 

ficits. That is to say that, for 1930, 
the railway deficits came within. 
about £32,000 of the total of the 
State deficits. It is clear that if we 
cure the railway deficits, we shall 
almost certainly cure the State de-
ficits. 

Mr. Linton.—Does Mr. Gahan deal 
with the wasted assets of the rail-
ways? 

Mr. Drakeford.—Yes; but only to 
a limited extent. The report is com-
prehensive, but it is as brief and as 
concise as possible. I would urge 
every honorable member to obtain a 
copy, and study its contents. Mr. 
Gahan followed that report with an 
article which appeared in the "Her-
ald" on the 23rd of May, in which 
he again dealt with the matter very 
well. In regard to the way in which 
the deficits have grown up, he points 
out that originally the railways in 
Australia were privately owned. The 
desire and definite decision of the 
people that they should be owned by 
the State have brought us to the 
position which we are in to-day. The 
last honorable member who spoke 
pointed out that the railways are a 
socialistic enterprise, and inferred 
that that accounted for them not 
paying their way, but that has been 
brought about by the desire of the 
people themselves. f think that there 
is not one honorable member who 
will not readily recognize that had 
our railway concern not been State-
owned, many of the country elector-
ates which are represented in the 
House would not have the railway 
facilities which they now possess. 
As a listener in the galleries on 
many occasions before I was elected 
to this House, I heard honorable 
members who are here to-day advo-
cating the construction of lines to 
their districts when they knew quite 
well that there was no possible hope 
of those lines paying their way. 

Mr. Linton.—Is it correct that 
railway  :  lines were distributed- as 
presents during the sessions ? 

Mr. Drakeford.—I have no recol-
lection of that. At all events, I think 
it is recognised by members on both 
sides of this House that, in the times 
to which I refer, every member con-
sidered it to be his duty to do some-
thing to get additional and better 
railway services for his constituency 
regardless of the effect upon the 
State. We are now paying the pen-
alty. In that way the expenditure 
on railway services was built up to 
such a degree that we are now over-
loaded, probably with lines and ser-
vices that we should never have had. 
At the same time, I think it will be 
freely admitted that we would not 
have had our State developed as it is. 
had it not been for the fact that we 
were prepared to build railways to 

State 
Deficit 

(approx.). 
r 	s 

	

2,756,374 	4,500,000 

	

1,021,270 	1,200,000 

	

1,559,931. 	700,000 

	

1,795,228 	1,600,000 

	

404,489 	500,000 

	

312,411 	24,000 

	

640.936 	-- 
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the places which they are now serv-
ing. The fact that they are running 
at a loss, when viewed from a purely 
commercial point of view, has to be 
recognised and accepted. When any 
honorable member contends that the 
railways are a losing proposition be-
cause the men are not efficient or are 
not doing their work properly, oir 
that the Railways Commissioners are 
failing to get the best from their em-
ployees, he is entirely wrong. The 
railway men are an efficient and cap-
able body, just as much interested in 
seeing that the railways pay their 
way as is any honorable member of 
this House. They do their best to 
give satisfaction, realising that it is 
their job, and that their interests are 
affected by the result. Working  in 
a 'socialistic enterprise, they try to 
do their best to make it a success. 
In the newspaper article to which 
I have previously referred, Mr. 
Galan said—' 

Originally railways in Australia 
were company-owned- 
To those who pin their faith entirely 
to private enterprise I would point 
out and emphasize that in the early 
days private enterprise could not have 
been very efficient. Because it could 
not make the railways pay, they had 
to be taken over by the States. The 
article  goes on to say— 

but they met with such financial 
and other difficulties that they 
were taken over by the Govern-
ment. 

That is what nearly always hap-
pens. I suppose the freezing works, 
in respect' of which we have made 
advances from  •  time to time, will 
eventually fall entirely upon the 
whole of the people, although those 
works were established in the inter-
ests of certain sections. The article 
continues— 

Among these were the Sydney 
Railway Company, the Geelong 
Railway Company,  Melbourne  to 
Mount Alexander (Bendigo), the 
Adelaide City and Port Railway 
Company, and the Launceston 
and Western Railway Company. 
In the sister Dominion of Canada, 
Government ownership did not 
eventuate until 1922, when the 
Canadian National Railways ad-
ministration was formed out of a 
number of languishing private rail-
way companies in order to stabilize 
the country's credit in London. The 
reorganization which followed has 
restored the national credit and re-
established the railways on a sound 
working basis, although they do 
not yet earn full interest. A nat-
ional railway reconstructitn is 
surely worth consideration in 
Australia. 

In that connection, I should like to 
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say that in the Canadian  •  National 
Railway services it was found neces-
sary by Sir Henry' Thornton, who is 
a most efficient manager to get. the 
Government to wipe off  £50,000,000 
of wasted assets before the system 
could show anything approaching 
what would be considered good bus-
iness prospects.  .  Even now it is not 
paying full interest. I feel that we 
have to  .  do  something like that. I 
recognize that if we do it we simply, 
so to speak, transfer the wasted 
assets to the general taxpayer. That 
would be inevitable. I wish the 
House could see its way clear, as was 
suggested by the last honorabe mem-
ber who spoke, to devote attenion to 
such problems as that. I know that 
Commonwealth and State Ministers 
are at .  present devoting themselves to 
very big  :  financial problems, and that 
probably one such as I have men-
tioned will receive consideration at 
a later stage. I sincerely hope that 
before the endof. this' Parliament the 
House will look into the question of 
wiping off the amount of dead assets 
that we have, so as to put the rail-
ways on a proper footing. Probably 
the -term "wipe out" so frequently 
used is the wrong one, because that 
means the assets disappearing off 
the slate; whereas there would in 
reality be only a transfer to the 

 general taxpayer. At present they 
are shown in the balance-sheet of the 
Railway Department as al loss, and 
any deficit has to be met by the tax-
payer. But the loss is not what 
might be called a real one, because 
no provision was made in the early 
days for a sinking fund to wipe out 
the debts that we incurred here and 
overseas. We simply went on pay-
ing interest and renewing loans at 
greater rates of interest, and the con-
sequence' is that the burden of inter-
est—as I think the Minister told the 
House in his second-reading speech 
—now amounts to 40 per cent. of the 
total takings. That has to be real-
ised when one pays £1 in freight or 
£1 for a railway ticket. Of that 
amount approximately 7s. has to go 
overseas. The trouble is that, due to 
the policy that was initiated when 
the railways were first commenced, 
we have now reached the stage when 
we cannot hope to make them a pay-
able commercial proposition. 

Mr. Ilolland.—What about motor 
corn peteition ? 

Mr. Drakeford.—I believe even if 
all the passengers and all the freight 
carried by motor competition at the 
present time were carried by the 
railways, the system would not be 
able to meet the interest bill. I say 
that the railway management and 
men are not—as has been suggested 
by certain honorable members—bent 
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on trying to have motor .transport 
driven off the roads altogether. They 
think it is a reasonable thing that 
Parliament should so arrange things 
as not to have motor transport com-
peting on roads that are running 
almost parallel to the railway lines. 
That seems to be ridiculous. The 
man on the train sees heavily laden 
lorries running alongside the railway 
line, though the, railway provides 
adequate means of transport, and hQ1 
can only come to- the conclusion that 
we do not look at or deal with this 
problem from a statesmanlike point 
of view. The motor lorry is excellent 
as a feeeder to the railways or in 
areas where good roads have been 
provided and no railways have been 
built. It is useful because it, can 
pick up produce at the farm and take 
it direct to the railway station, or 
direct from the railway station to 
the farm. By all means let the motor 
Services be used in that way. Mr- 
Gahan further stated in the very 
able article from which I have 
already quoted:- 

That position will be more clear, 
perhaps, if I refer briefly to a few 
of the causés of railway losses. .In 
the selection of routes for the con-
struction of railways, a question 
largely outside the jurisdiction of 
Railway Commissioners, primary 
regard has, in many cases, been 
paid by the  various Governments 
to the development of pastoral, 
agricutural, mining, and other 
industries. 

1 want the members of the Country 
Party to listen carefully to the pas-
sages I am reading from this val-
uable report. I do not think it can 
be denied that primary regard has 
been paid to the development of those 
rural interests. Railways were built 
to develop country areas, although 
it was well known that heavy losses 
would result 

Whilst this policy may be ideal 
for the country's benefit, the rail -
ways' balance-sheet has not always 
been considered. -Part of the losses 
which appear in the accumulated 
railway deficits, 'amounting to 
£32,484,000 in the last five years 
are really a charge agàinst the de -
velopment of primary industries; 
but the exact amount of such' 
losses, of course, cannot now- be 
determined. It is clear, however , 

 that rail transport has made avail-
able,` at less than cost, facilitie 4 

 for taking wheat, live stock, and 
minerals to the seaboard, and con" 
sequently contributed immensely 
to the prosperity of those indus -
ries on which the wealth of this 
country so largely depends. 
Mr. Dunstan.—The Railways Collv  

missioners have stated in evidenc e  
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that they are not prepared to say 
definitely that wheat is carried at a 
loss.  

Mr. Drakeford.—A witness stated 
in the Commonwealth Arbitration 
Court, in answer to questions that 

put to him, that it was quite clear 
that unless trucks sent into the coun- 
try for wheat went up loaded, it was 
a losing proposition to bring the 
Wheat back. The witness was a re-
sl onsible railway officer giving evi-
dence on behalf of the Railways 
Commissioners when wages were 
under eonsideration. He made it 
quite clear what he, as Chief 
Accountant of the Department, 
thought of the position. Not only 
Wheat, but other primary products, 
ihust be transported to the seaboard 
a9 cheaply as possible. Every rail-
way man realizes that if the farmer 
fs  not prosperous the railways must 
suffer. I speak, not as a railway 
h!an, but in the light of experience 

have acquired by more than 25 
Pears' definite association with the 
railways and working with railway 
Men.  .  We realize that unless legis- 
lation of the kind laid down in this 
gill is adopted by Parliament, we 
shall continue to make losses on our 
railway system. 

Mr. Allan.—Some of our railways 
were made in the interests of mining 
districts that have decayed. 

Mr. Drakeford.—That is so, but it 
hierely accentuates the point I am 
taking. I have in mind the Moe to 
Walhalla railway, which was con-
structed after some of the railways 
referred to by the Leader of the 
Country party had ceased to pay. 
The representative of Walhalla in 
this House was that very  •  popular 
Member, Mr. Barnes, who became 
'mister of Railways. 

Mr. Lind.—Narrow-gauge railways 
Will never pay. The greater the 
haulage on a narrow-gauge line, the 
greater the loss. 

Mr. Drakeford.—I think that is 
right; but Parliament allowed these 

to be have been done which were 
things 

 sot done. 
Tne debts contracted in the build-
hg of those lines should have been 

f  dmaandproper  ll ll allowance should 
wiped sinking 

 ha
ave been made for depreciation. 

This is a matter we must face sooner or  
later. The Premiers are dealing 

ifW with the financial problem, an d . 

deal ng 
do 

 with duty 
the we shall not shirk 

 problem.  
4
dties is the railway rp problem. That

financial diffi- ha 
bee definitely shown by figures 

to ted by Mr. Gahan. I do not wish 
quo  weary honorable members by 

due
l 
 length hfrom Matr a Gahan's e e 

port, although all of it is valuable, 
but for the information of the House 
1 will quote figures that he gives 
with regard to the mileage in rela-
tion to population:— 

The following statement shows the 
unfavorable position of Australian 
railways in this regard from a rev-
enue-earning point of view:—  ' 

Mile of line per 
1,000 of population 

Canada  .  .. ..  .  .. 4.03 
United States of America 2.18 
Great Britain  .  .. .46 
Union of South Africa .. 1.65 
Germany .. .. .. .. .. 	.57 
India .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 	.12 
Australia .. 	 4.25 

It will be seen that from the point 
of view of population we have been 
over-serviced with railways in Aus-
tralia. We are paying for that lux-
ury at the present time. Mr. Gah-
an's report commends itself greatly 
to me. I have quoted some salient 
features of it, but I hope that honor-
able members will carefully peruse 
it. We are being driven towards uni-
fication of  control, whether we like 
the prospect or not. Frankly, I like 
it, because I believe it will cut out 
a number of disadvantages we are 
now suffering from and benefit Aus-
tralia as a whole. 

I do not propose to deal with the. 
Bill clause by clause. That has 
already been well done by the Min-
ister, but there is another matter 
I should like to touch on—the right 
of employees to representation on a 
board of management. The Leader 
of the Opposition suggested that we, 
in advocating that, were asking for 
something entirely unwarranted. Let 
me tell the House that, in Canada, 
the employees have a representative 
on  -  the board of management; that 
there is a representative on the 
board of management in Switzerland; 
a representative on the board of 
management in France, and that, in 
no instance has the method been 
found to be a failure. It has been 
frequently said in this House, and in 
the press  •  that employers and em-
ployees ought to get together—that 
employees ought to have some recog-
nition as well as responsibility. There 
is only one way to give recognition to 
the rights of employees, and that is 
is to pass on to them some of the 
risks and responsibilities of manage-
ment. The employees are prepared 
to accept that. They ar e  prepared, 
if given the chance, to put forward 
somebody who will do credit to them 
and to the service. Frequently in 
debate a principle is enunciated and 
accepted as being reasonable, but 
when an endeavor is made to put it 
into practice, unreasonable objections 
are raised. The question raised by 

those on the Opposition side in con-
nection with this Bill, is, What right 
have the workers to representation? 
From the point of view of the 
worker the workers have every right. 
Representation of the kind is part 
and parcel of the Labor platform . 
There ought to be representation of 
the worker on every board of man-
ageinent over which the State has 
any control at all. The State plat-
form of the Australian Labor Party, 
under the heading "Transportation," 
has the following plank:- 

3. (a) "All railways and tramways 
(also motor omnibuses and motor 
lorries engaged in competition with 
the railways and tramways) be 
owned and controlled by the State 
through a Board, on which the 
workers engaged in the industry 
shall have direct representation." 
That is the State platform. 

Mr. Allan.—We do not mind that 
so much as the plank about nation-
alization. 

Mr. Drakeford.—Probably if that 
plank were put into operation and 
given fair treatment financially . the 
Leader of the Country party would 
be one of its warmest advocates. It 
would work so well that even the 
honorable member for Gippsland 
East would come along and say, "We 
should have had this years ago." 
The honorable member for Kew, 
I think, brought under notice that in 
the United States of America where 
the railways are under some unified 
control by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, that body has the right 
to regulate freights and fares. Such 
a commission would do away with 
the wasteful competition such as 
Australia has. It would also prevent 
overcharging, but we do not need to 
fear that because the Railways Com-
missioners' reports have shown that 
many products are carried to and 
from the farmer at losing rates. For 
instance, there is the starving stock 
rate—the cheap rate for fodder for 
starving stock—and another low rate 
for carrying manure. 

Mr. Cain.—Road metal is also 
carried at a low rate; it is used to 
make roads for the motorists. 

Mr. Drakeford.—Yes, and then the 
motorists compete with the Railway 
Department. Such a state of affairs 
would not exist if there were an 
Interstate Commerce Commission re-
gulating these things, as the motor-
ists would have to compete as com-
mon carriers providing transport for 
all classes of freight instead of only 
the highly payable kind. Plank No. 
4 in the Commonwealth Labor plat-
form comes under the heading of 
industrial reform, and reads as fol-
1 ows :- 

That provision he made to estab- 
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dish a Board on similar lines to 
that of the British Board of Trade 
vested with power to investigate 
all serious railway accidents occurr-
ing on the railways and other 
forms of transport, and to make 
and enforce regulations governing 
those engaged in and in charge of 
transport operations throughout 
Australia. That provision be made 
for the industrial side to be repre-
sented by representatives of the 
employees apart from those of th e . 

administrative staffs.  - 
In the State and Commonwealth  - 
Labor platforms provision is made 
for what this Government is endeav-
ouring to incorporate in this measure 
--the right of representation of the 
employees on the Board to be created. 

Sir Stanley Argyle.—Then this Bill 
is designed to give effect to the 
Labor platform? 

Mr. Drakeford.—I wish it were. It 
does not go far enough, though it 
goes somewhere in that  `  direction. 
Does the honorable member maintain 
that we should not endeavour to in-
corporate items in our platform in 
our legislative proposals? 

Sir Stanley Argyle.—We ask why 
you should expect us to agree with 
your platform? 

Mr. Drakeford.—I will tell the 
Leader of the Opposition why. It is 
because the Labor platform is better 
than any that the Nationalist Party 
ever had. If members of the Opposi-
tion are sincere in their desire to 
have transportation co-ordinated, 
I venture to say that they can accept 
the main principles of this Bill with-
out any hesitation. My chief desire 
is to see something come out of this 
measure that will enable the various 
arms of transport to work in har-
mony, instead  •  of in deadly compe-
tition. Before concluding I wish to 
make a -quotation from  the report of 
the conference of Commonwealth 
and State Ministers held in Canberra 
and Melbourne in February last. 
Professor Hytten, who has made an 
excellent critical examination of the 
financial position of the railway sys-
tems of Australia, was asked to 
address the Conference on railways, 
and he is reported to have said- 

Every State has built experi-
mental railways, some of which 
have accomplished their purpose, 
while others have failed to realize 
expectations, and have resulted in 
heavy losses. In his report Mr. 
Gahan suggests that nothing short 
of the unification of railway con-
trol throughout Australia can be 
effective. My investigations are 
forcing me to the same conclusion. 

It is, at least, a matter which 
ought to be thoroughly investi-
gated. I realize that considerable 
political difficulties stand in the 
way; but in other countries, sim-
ilar difficulties have been sur-
mounted. I feel sure that before 
long this matter will have to be 
seriouilly discussed in Australia. 

I believe that if this Bill is agreed to, 
it will be a step in the direction of 
the unified control of railways 
throughout Australia, and that it will 

The Financial Emergency Bill at 
present before the Legislative 
Assembly provides for the percentage 
reduction of salaries of State servants 
commencing at 16.8 per ent. for £245 
per annum, increasing to 30 per cent. 
for £5000 per annum, which includes 
reductions on account of cost of living. 
Those whose wages are determined by 
awards of Arbitration Court or Classi-
fication Board will not be affected by 
the passing of the  Bill.  

.  The Bill proposes to reduce all non-
contributory pensions by a graduated 
scale, but no pension will be reduced 
below £104 per annum. The reduction 
will apply 

(a) Pensions under the old Act; 

(b) Pensions under the old Act 
transferred to the Superannua- 
tion Board for new rights; 

(e) The free portion over £104 per 
annum of twilighters' pensions. 

Cabinet has not yet decided the 
question of  pensions  payable under 
the provisions of the Superannuation 
Act as explained by the Hon. the 
Premier on page 997 of Hansard. 

"The Bill provides for reductions in 
the rates of public service salaries, in-
cluding those of Ministers and Honor-
able Members, County Court Judges, 
Railways Commissioners, and mem-
bers of other Boards and Ccmmissions. 
The reduction of non-contributory 
pensions is also effected. It is not to 
be assumed that deductions will not 
be made from other pensions and 
superannuation allowances. That will 
be a question for further considera-
tion." 

Conferences are still the ` .`order of 
the day." The Trades Hall Council  

be to the advantage, not only of rail-
way transport and tramway trans- . 

 port, but also motor transport. ,If 
necessary, we shall have to incorpor-
ate air transport in the unified con-
trol, which is essential in the inter-
ests of the people who are the own-
ers of the railways. I support the 
Bill, although I feel that it should go 
further, and I. hope that the Opposi-
tion will give the measure support, 
and will endeavour to improve it 
when it reaches the Committee stage. 

has called a conference for Saturday,. 
July 18, and the A.L.P. has called a 
conference for Saturday and Sunday, 
July 25 and 26. Each. conference is 
to consider the attitude towards the 
wage ,cuts, etc., agreed to by the Pre-
miers' Conference. 

Meanwhile, the State and Federal 
Labor Governments are ignoring the 
decisions of previous conferences, and 
are pushing on with further wage 
cuts. It would appear the A.L.P. con-
ferences are an unnecessary drain 
upon the funds of the unions, as de-
cisions cannot be enforced upon the 
Parliamentary Labor Party.  

A protest has been forwarded to the 
State Parliamentary Labor Party 
against increased taxation upon the 
wage-earners, as it is considered the 
Party should endeavour to work closer 
to the A.L.P. platform, and place th e. 
taxation upon those earning large in-
comes. 

The State Parliamentary Labor 
Party has been requested to transfer. 
£15,000,000 from the Railways Loan 
Account to the General. Account, aS 
this is the amount of dead assets the 
railways are paying interest upon. 

Recommendations upon these lines 
have been made from time to time by 
the Railways Commissioners, Royal 
Commission upon Railway Working , 

 and Auditor-General. If agreed 40 
railway accounts would be relieved of 
payment of £750,000 interest Per 
annum. 

The  -A.L.P. has agreed to make 
representations to Cabinet concerning 
the position of members who are paY" 
ing full- Unemployment Relief Tax' 
and at the same time are maintaining 
members of their family who are or' 
employed, but who are unable to re' 
ceive assistance from the Relief Fund 
on account of living at home. 
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(To the Editor) 
Sir,--Per favor of a relative in the 

Railway service I occasionally see a 
copy of the "Footplate," and I wa.s 
interested to read in the May-June 
issue an article by Norman Pullar, 
"Yeterday, To-day and To-morrow." 
l would like to offer a little friendly 
criticism of the "To-morrow" part. 

The great advance in physical 
science really commenced, on a com-
mercial scale, less than 200 years 
ago, though simmering in the minds 
of men long before that. More 'than 
fifty years ago, Henry George, "the 
Prophet of San Francisco," wrote: 
"Could a man of the last century—a 
Franklin or a Priestly—have seen, in 
a vision of the future, the steamship 
taking the place of the sailing vessel, 
the railroad train of the waggon, the 
reaping machine of the scythe, the 
threshing machine• of the flail; could 
he have heard the throb of the 
engines, that in Obedience to human 
will, and for the satisfaction of 
human desire, exert a power greater 
than that of all the men and of all 
the beasts of burden combined; 
could he have seen the forest trees 
transformed into finished lumber—
into doors, sashes, boxes or barrels, 
with hardly the touch of a human 
hand;' the great workshops where 
boots and shoes are turned out by the 
case with less labor than the old-
fashioned cobbler could have put on 
a sole; the factories where, under 
the eye of a girl, cotton becomes 
cloth faster than hundreds of stal-
wart weavers could have turned it 
out with their hand-looms; could he 
have seen steam-hammers shaping 
Mammoth shafts and mighty anch-
ors, and delicate machinery making 
tiny watches; the diamond drill cut-
ting through the heart of the rocks 
and coal oil sparing the whale; could 
he have realised the enormous sav-
ing of labor resulting from improved 
facilities of exchange and commun-
ication—sheep killed in Australia 
eaten fresh in England, and the order 
given by the London banker in the 
afternoon executed in San Francisco 
in the morning of the same day; 
could he have conceived of the hun-
'ired thousand improvements which 
these only suggest, what would he 
have inferred as to the social con-
(litions of mankind? It would not 
have seemed like an inference; fur-
ther than the vision went, it would 
have seemed as though he saw.... 

Plainly, in the light of the imagina-
tion, he would have beheld these new 

'forces elevating society from its very 
foundations, lifting the very poorest 
above the possibility of want, exempt-
ing the very lowest from anxiety 
for the material needs of life; he 
would have seen these slaves of the 
lamp of knowledge taking on them-
selves the traditional curse, making 
these muscles of iron and sinews of 
steel making the poorest laborer's 
life a holiday, in which every high 
quality and noble impulse could have 
scope to grows  It is true that 
disappointment has followed disap-
pointment, and that discovery upon 
discovery, and invention after inven-
tion, have neither lessened the toil of 
those who most need respite, nor 
brought plenty to the poor. But 
there have been so many things to 
which it seemed this failure could 
be laid, that up to our time the new 
faith has hardly weakened.....Now 
however, we are coming into collision 
with facts which there can be no 
mistaking. From all part of the civ-
ilised world come complaints of indus-
trial depression; of labor condemned 
to involuntary idleness; of  -capital 
massed and wasting; of pecuniary dis-
tress among business men; of want 
and suffering and anxiety among the 
working classes. All the dull, deaden-
ing pain, all the keen maddening 
anguish, that to great masses of men 
are involved in the words `hard times,' 
afflict the world to-day." 

Although the above .  was written in 
and of the '70's. of last century it 
is just as true of to-day, though 
cinematography and wireless and 
great advances in electrical ;power 
have been added since that time. 
While Labor's tasks have been light-
ened and his condition somewhat im-

.proved, he has nowhere shared fully 
in the increase of wealth. Light-
ening the toil of labor has often 
proved to mean dispensing with labor 
altogether, so that armies of unem-
ployed are becoming permanent in-
stitutions, and are even being organ-
ised on a permanent basis. 

Poverty is the shadow of progress! 
The greater progress civilisation 
makes in material wealth, the great-
er grows the shadow. Mr. Pullar 
seems to have some such vision as 
that which Henry George attributed 
to a highly intelligent person of the 
eighteenth century. He sees "chem- 

ical creativeness" reducing the hours 
of labor to a mere nothing, cheapen-
ing and improving the food supply 
and breeding men of super mental 
and physical ability. But unless the 
fruits of material progress a re  more 
equitably distributed, the fruits are 
more likely to be the submerging of 
the present civilisation under a tide 
of barbarism, as earlier civilisations 
have been submerged. He looks for-
ward to the populations in all coun-
tries being "controlled" in the future, 
but I would remind him that slavery 
was a thing of "yesterday," not of 
"to-morrow," let us hope. It is only 
the controllers, not the controlled, 
who can approve of that. I have 
never met a Communist or a Social-
ist who wanted control of himsef, 
but always of the other fellow. 

Why not base the future upon a 
policy of individual freedom? Why 
not leave to each the whole product 
of his labor? No control is needed 
to do that; only non-interference 
with individual rights. At present, 
Labor is handicapped with the gross-
est interference with individual 
rights. His primary right is his 
birthright—an equal share with all 
others in the rental value of the land 
of his country, but which is  .  denied 
to him by the private appropriation 
of these values. Because of the loss 
of his birthright, he is called upon 
to provide immense sums by way of 
taxation to maintain those social 
services which -shoud be paid for out 
of the land rent fund. That is the 
robbery from which Labor suffers oil 
the economic side, and on the social 
side he suffers another robbery—his 
right to employ himself, instead of 
being compelled to sell his services 
in an always glutted market. ,If 
rental values of land were collected 
as the national revenue-,and impar-
tial justice demands that it should be 
—land would have no selling value 
and would cease to be an object of 
speculation; thus Labor, desiring to 
employ his own industry, would not 
have to find a large capital sum to 
purchase his birthright, or pay an 
exorbitant rent for permission to use 
land. Under those circumstances, 
the natural land-hunger would be 
appeased and Labor would have an 
alternative to hiring his services to 
4a  -  boss. 

If our Labor leaders could assim-
ilate the truth that the material uni-
verse constitutes the source and the 
workshop of all wealth production; 
that the only access to Nature's 
storehouse is through the  land;  that 
every productive process is simply 
working with land through a proces-
sion of varying forms and substances, 
and that all other labor (doctor, 
lawyer, teacher parson, magistrate, 
clerk, waiter or railway porter) is 
assistance to the productive arts and 
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dependent upon them; if in short, it 
was more generally recognised that 
every form of labor is absolutely de-
pendent upon land for _its employ-
ment, a "clear road" would be sig-
nalled for the movement for the col-
lection of the people's land rent and 
for the scrapping of the destructive 
forces of taxation. Too long has 
Labor ignored this vital factor—lost 
it in the dead end of some obscure 
siding.—F. M. HIGGS. 

WHAT IS WRONG WITH OUR 
SOCIAL SYSTEM? 

To the Editor. 
Sir,—Owing to the widespread dis-

content amongst our members, I feel 
compelled to try and stimulate a dis-
cussion to enlighten my comrades as 
to what is the cause of the present 
depression, and what is its cure. 1 
do not intend to throw any light on 
the subject just now, but hope that 
many of our comrades who have never 
previously written to our journal, will 
now take an opportunity of doing so. 

One has only to come in contact 
with wage-earners to realise the 
amount of discontent and suffering 
that is going on amongst them. The 
sudden and heavy reduction in wages 
has left them standing, not knowing 
what to do or say. True, the daily 
press advertised the coming onslaught 
for quite a considerable time. So did 
prominent public men, they prepared 
the soil for the seed, and did it well. 
They cunningly sacked large numbers 
of workers before any reductions took 
place, so as to instill the fear of 
hunger and loss of work that would 
take place if any organised attempt 
was made to counter their deeds, such 
as striking to maintain their present 
standard of living. 

These workers are continually ask-
ing: "How much more are we to 
suffer? When is it going to stop? 
Is there no end to it? Why, I can't 
pay my way now; I have lost my 
house, I don't know where I am to get 
the money to pay my super-tax, I 
can't pay my union dues, my trades-
men, and so on." 

Has the cost of living dropped ? 
We still see the daily papers charg-

ing lid. a copy, and we still purchase 
it, and live on its dope. Wages have 
fallen by about 30 per cent., but I 
don't know; house rent for a family 
is just as heavy as ever; sugar, tea, 
butter, potatoes, meat, rates and 
taxes, just the same as ever; I can't 
see where the cost of living has fallen 
by 30/- a week, what with a basic 
wage of about £3 per week, and less 
than that, when rationed, and super-
annuation taken out. 

Where does the encouragement 
come from to support a social system  

where the poor are geting poorer, and 
the few rich are becoming richer ? 

Never before have  I  known, as far 
as my memory serves me, such dis-
graceful social conditions to prevail. 

In the street,  and  sports meetings. 
women with children hanging around 
their dresses, and babies in their 
arms, sing for pennies; so do men and 
boys; beggars everywhere; crime 
everywhere on the increase; jails full; 
hospitals  full;  public cadging on  a 
gigantic scale; public appeals for 
left-off clothing; thousands suffering 
that no one knows of. 

Oh! what a civilisation to boast and 
be proud of, that stands for liberty 
and freedom, free to be robbed, free 
to die. Oh, where is our leader ? 

Who is he? 
Who will come and show ,us the 

cause? 
Who will come and show us the 

remedy ? 
Who will come and lead us out of 

the mess of present civilisation to a 
new era where want and misery will 
not be known to those who are willing 
and able to work? —  FRED  JUD-
KINS, North Melbourne. 

Dear  "Bill,"—We know  everything 
that we can  attain  to-day is nothing 
compared to  what  our rights would 
be under civilisation. 

We know that  a  fundamental re-
form requires  a  revolution of our 
existing social conditions. Never 
before have we seen the class struggle 
of to-day so great, the Capitalist v. 
the Wage-earner. On our side, 
misery and disease thin our comrades. 
The more we produce, the more 
miserable we  are. 

On  the other  side, it is cheerful 
profits and the claims of capital 
growing under our eyes. To-day, 
"Bill," Fakirs, Fascists, and Black 
Shirts have wormed their way into 
industrial unions, and urge members 
to believe  that  victory is within our 
grasp.  Has  your memory failed, 
"Bill," can you remember how these 
Fakirs treated the coal miners,, tim-
ber workers, wharf labourers, etc.? 
I  agree  with  correspondent, F.W. 
Slowly the mask will be torn from 
these Fakirs. Until then, our watch-
word is down with our bungling 
gaolers, down with everything that 
opposes mankind, and towards the 
sunshine of civilisation. Up with 
Communism.—R.J.F.,  Traralgon. 

INDUSTRIALISTS  MUST  CONTROL 
LABOUR  MOVEMENT. 

If Wage Drift  is  to Stop. 
Wages have been brought down 

with a crash,  and  conditions  .  of em-
ployment are considerably worse. The 
wages and conditions extracted from  

the employing class during the last 
twenty years have been taken from 
the workers with one stroke of the 
pen. Industrialists of the great Lab-
our Movement, who fought for a great 
number of years to obtain the pro-
tection of the Arbitration Court, have 
been asleep on the Arbitration pillow, 
and have allowed the political wing of 
the movement to control organised 
labour, and they, the political wing, 
have let the rank and file down badly. 
It now behoves every industrialist to 
be up and doing, and take hold of the 
machine which they brought into 
being. Unless industrialists once 
more guide their own destinies, they 
cannot hope for relief from their pre-
sent precarious position, Many things 
have contributed to bring about the 
present situation. Nationisation of 
industries being one of the factors. 
The  '  employing class, namely, the 
owners and controllers of industry, 
have been indulging for some time in 
wild endeavour to outdo each other 
in competition. A great army of un-
employed . has been formed on account 
of this. Unemployed workers cannot 
buy the goods produced by the few 
speeded-up workers, with the result 
that there is absolute stagnation in 
industry. The wage reduction of the 
employed workers will reduce their 
purchasing power, and it looks as if 
the position will be considerably 
worse. 

There are three schools of thought 
in Labour circles with regard to 
alleviating the present depression, 
namely, non-interference of finance, 
control of finance, inflation of the note 
issue. None of these will solve the 
problem, but inflation may tem-
porarily relieve the position. 

Economists, who have given evi-
dence in our courts, say that inflation 
would cause prices to rise, but leave 
out the fact that it will also stimulate 
trade, and create competition, which 
would have a tendency to keep prices 
down. It would seem that most of the 
politicians are not endeavouring to 
face the problem, and are not dealing 
with the proposition from the 
workers' standpoint. Some of the 
Ministers in the State House are 
treating the rank and file of the move-
ment more like enemies than friends 
of the Labour Party. It would be 
well for the politicians to remember 
that they cannot retain their positions 
without the support of the trade 
unionists. We are asked by politicians 
to reduce our standard of living , 

 which has never been a very high 
one, by rationing work, and agreeing 
to a reduction of wages. We must 
have admiration for Mr. J. T. Lang , 

 Premier of N.S.W., who, in less the" 
one week of taking up office ordered 
the N.S.W. Railway Commissioners out 

1 
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of court, and restored to railway-men 
the forty-four hour week. He, at 
least is trying to keep faith with the 
working class. Most politicians over-
look the fact that so long as the 
capitalistic system continues, and 
with it the producing for profit, the 
labour market will continue to be 
flooded. 

Capitalism has had a long trial, and 
still the evils of unemployment, want, 
and privation are with us. The sooner 
the Labour politicians attack it at the 
root, the sooner will these evils be 
overcome. 

In our present-day life, we produce 
socially, but distribution is left to th. 
individual. This is grossly wrong. 
Another grave mistake is the over-
estimating the value of certain work 
performed in the community, which is 
paid for far beyond its worth. 

If some of the individuals who are 
in receipt of huge incomes, and who 
are constantly telling the workers 
they have been living too high, were 
forced' to have the average worker's 
standard of living, they would turn a 
more sympathetic ear, and would then 
understand the constant struggle of 
the working class for existence. If 
they are desirous of further experi. 
ence in the life of the workers, let 
them take their turn in the queue at 
the soup kitchens, and wait there for 
the hand-out of the Salvation Army 
saveloy and soup, they would then 
have an idea of the suffering of the 
great industrial army. 

To think that such a thing is pos-
sible in a civilised community, when 
we are surrounded on all sides with 
an overwhelming supply of the neces-
sities of life, we must apologise to 
Webster when we apply the word 
civilised to our present-day society. 

There is no doubt that the words 
of Sir J. Fraser, "that we are dressed 
u p savages," applies very appro-
priately to-day. Trade unionists 
throughout Australia must link up 
with each other and make a deter-
mined effort to combat this movement 
of the capitalistic class to bring our 
standard of living down to the level 
of serfs. When the time comes for 
pre-selection, we must make sure that 
the man selected is an industrialist. 
The movement has many capable men 
in its ranks, who have the proper in-
dustrial outlook. It is high time that 
a number of our out-of-date politi-
cians were discarded. These are men 
who have no definite objective for the 
working class. We must be very 
careful when discarding the narrow-
visioned politicians that we do not 
injure the great movement which has 
taken many years to build up. Let 
us hope that the time is not far dis-
tant when the workers will own and 
control the means of production. We  

would do well to remember the words 
of Charlotte Perkins Giliman:-
Shall you complain who feed the 

world ? 
Who clothe the world, 
Who house the world? 

Shall you complain who are the 
world ? 

Of what the world may do ? 
As from this hour 
You use your power, 
The world must follow you. 

The apathy of the politician to-
wards the workers whom he repre-
sents is but a reflex of the average 
worker's disinterest in his own social 
affairs. Workers, you have the 
power—use it.—NORMAN PULLAR. 

THE PRESS AND THE WORKER. 

To the Editor, "Footplate." 

Sir,—It is very desirable that the 
rank and file of the Labor Party 
should know and remember that the 
daily newspapers of this country are 
hand in glove with the Nationalist 
Party. An impression exists that the 
newspapers are quite independent of 
any party political feeling, and put 
forward views from time to time 
solely in the public interest. 

The newspapers themselves en-
deavour to create this opinion, and to 
a large extent succeed. In order to 
test the accuracy of this view, let our 
readers ask themselves a simple ques-
tion. Have the daily newspapers to 
whom we refer ever been known to 
support any view put forward by the 
Labor Party? 

And yet is the Labor Party always 
wrong? Consideration of these ques-
tions will show that the daily news-
papers do not exist for the putting 
forward of opinions solely in the 
interests of the country, but rather 
they support views in the interest of 
one political party—the Nationalist 
Party. The history of  the  press in 
this State during the last year—with 
one bright exception, the "Age"—has 
been most disgraceful in the history 
of Australian journalism. Let us 
consider the situation. About two 
years ago, it became necessary in the 
interests of a certain section of the 
community that wages should be re-
duced, and a general attack made on 
the standard of living of the workers. 
The method of doing this—and it will 
always succeed—is to bring about a 
high rate of unemployment. 

This is done in the first place by a 
restriction of credit by the banks. 

In addition, a campaign of depres-
sion talk is carried on by the news-
papers. As a result of the combina-
tion of the two, prices of commodities 
tend to f'll,.and trade stagnation sets 
in. 

The result is unemployment. 
Then a cry goes up that the only 

remedy for unemployment is a reduc-
tion of wages. And so the reduction 
is brought about. Now, in order to 
play their part in the campaign, the 
newspapers fill the public mind with 
any news which will increase the feel-
ing of depression, and deliberately re-
frain from publishing any other. 
Likewise they make any statement 
which will suit their purpose, however 
far removed it may be from accuracy. 
In addition, they endeavour to hide 
from the public any news which will 
not suit their purpose. 

In February of this year, in order 
to counteract the prevailing feeling of 
depression and to relieve unemploy-
ment and stagnation in industry, the 
Federal Government put forward a 
certain financial policy. 

This plan was immediately attacked 
by the press as a horrid Labor 
creation, which would ruin the 
country. A lot of stupid writing was 
indulged in about the dangers of in-
flation; some of the writers 
obviously did not know the meaning 
of the word inflation, and others were 
simply deceiving the public. State-
ments were made on financial and 
economic questions which were simply 
the work of economic asses, or else 
people who were wickedly deceiving 
the public. How many of our 
readers know that the above-men-
tioned plan was not the creation of 
Mr. Theodore or of the Labor Party, 
but entirely the work of a committee 
of the most eminent currency and 
economic experts in Australia. Why 
do our readers not know this ? Be-
cause it was the business of the news-
papers to deceive them in the interests 
of a small section of the community. 
The plan was a perfectly sound one, 
but was deliberately misrepresented 
by the newspapers in portion of their 
columns, whilst the remainder of 
their columns was devoted to the task 
of filling their readers' head. with a 
lot of nonsense about inflation. The 
result was that it became impossible 
to carry out the plan, and we have 
had to put up during this winter with 
the horrors of unemployment on a 
scale hitherto unapproached in the 
history of this country. 

The workers, when they read the 
newspapers, should think for them-
selves, and ask themselves the ques-
tion: What is the catch in this state-
ment I am reading? Is it published 
in my interest, or in the interests that 
the newspaper represents? Let the 
workers remember this. Then since 
the Labor Party has been in power, 
the only policy pursued here has been 
one of deflation, yet the newspapers 
are filled with nonsense about infla-
tion. Again the reason is clear. The 
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newspapers considered that any stick 
was good enough to beat a dog with, 
and so the inflation talk started. All 
this was done for the purpose of in-
juring the Labor Government in the 
eyes of its own supporters. Will the 
workers ever wake up ?—R. E. 
JAMES, Ararat. 

IN FAVOR OF THE LANG PLAN. 

(To the Editor of "The Footplate") 
Sir,- --an the last issue of "The 

Footplate," "A. P." has counselled 
"C. J. F." to keep an open mind and 
not to he misled by propaganda, etc. 

We will now go into the question 
of how open his mind is regarding 
the Lang Plan which he has termed 
so called. 

I suppose that "A. P." will admit 
it was the largest and most enthus-
iastic meeting he has ever attended, 
but I cannot agree that the reason 
for this wonderful display of enthus-
iasm was due to the fact that the 
M. C. Council would not allow Mr. 
Lang the use of the Town Hall, or 
that the trustees of the Exhibition 
refused him the right to use that 
building also, but I do believe that 
the majority of the people at that 
meeting went there to hear the true 
version of what, in  •  his opinion, was 
the only logical method of placing 
this country on a much better foot-
ing than it is at. the present time; 
and in my opinion "A. P." has made 
a very serious mistake when he 
asked "C. J. F." to keep an open 
mind, while he at the same time has 
admitted that to him ("A. P.") at 
least the explanation of the Lang 
plan which he has termed (so 
called) was only of secondary con-
sideration. 

He then goes on to state that Mr. 
Lang did not attack the enemies of 
Labor, but turned his guns upon the 
Federal Treasurer. Any person who 
listened attentively at this meeting 
will surely agree with me that, with 
one exception (that of Mr. Neimey-
er), Mr. Lang did not indulge in 
•+ersonalities of any description, and 
ne went as far as to say, when one in-
terjector asked him to rub it in (to 
Scullin and Co.), that he was not 
there for that purpose, but he had 
come here to explain his plan which 
he did not even ask them to accept. 
Evidently "A. P." has got very mix-
ed, but he can be excused as he has 
stated that he primarily went there 
to fill the stadium, having done his 
duty, in his opinion, by championing 
Free Speech, and he admitted the 
hearing of the Lang plan was only 
of a secondary consideration, fell off 
to sleep and suddenly awoke and 
heard Mr. Beasley speaking, not 
being too wide awake he really be- 

lieved it was Mr. Lang still speaking. 
Now for the policy as laid down 

by the Federal Conference. "A. P." 
has enumerated five different items 
which were to be put into operation 
with a view to Nationalisation of fin-
ance, but alas, not one of them have 
been placed on the Statute book. He 
will possibly say the reason for that 
is that they had a hostile Senate, 
which is quite true. I now ask the 
question, was any attempt made by 
the Federal Labor Party to alter 
their position in the Senate. I will 
explain to you what could have been 
done to alter the Senate, or at least 
to give the electors an opportunity 
to do so. Everyone remembers that 
the House of Representatives was 
returned with an overwhelming maj-
ority on the issue of Arbitration, and 
one of the first bills sent to the 
Senate was an amendment of the 
Arbitration Act. This Act was mut-
ilated by the Senate and sent back 
to the Representatives, who accepted 
the Bill in its amended form. Had 
they so desired they need not have 
accepted the Bill as amended, but 
sent it back again to the Senate. If 
it again amended the Bill they 
could then have gone to the country 
on the same issue as they had won 
out on only a few months previously. 
They would then, it is feasible to 
assume', have had a Labor Senate 
and have been able to place all of 
the items enumerated by "A. P." 
upon the Statute book. They did not 
adopt the correct method in that in-
stance. Consequently, on account of 
this neglect, they must accept the 
responsibility of not being able to 
put their policy into operation. 

Now as to Mr. Lang's policy being 
only a gesture, etc., as stated by 
"A. P." Let us examine this mere 
gesture. 

For the past month all the Prem-
iers of the States, also the Prime 
Minister and Treasurer of the Com-
monwealth, have been attending a 
round table conference to see what 
can be done to save the nation from 
default, they called together a num-
ber of professors, whom they call 
experts, to advise them. Now what 
advice did they give ? I will tell 

.  you. They practically stole from Mr. 
Lang his gesture (so termed by 
"A. P."), and as you are now aware 
the press of this country is asking 
the people to adopt the policy as ex-
pounded by Mr. Lang at the West 
Melbourne Stadium. The only differ-
ence as far as I can see is that the 
conference intends to make the wage 
cut compulsory and to allow the poor 
bondholders to convert if they so de-
sire, while Mr. Lang is prepared to 
make the bondholders convert first 
before he will attempt to do anything 
to cut the wages of the workers of 
New South Wales. I do not intend  

to trespass any further upon your 
time with this conference. Suffic -
ient to say every person who has 
read the proceedings of this confer-
ence in "The Age" must admire the 
stand he has taken up, often single-
handed, to try and uphold the stan-
dard of living of the workers of this 
country. To those men who have 
followed the proceedings at this con-
ference compare the attitude of Mr. 
Lang, who is not credited as being a 

 member of the Labor Party, with the 
attitude taken up by Mr. Hogan, the 
accredited leader of Labor in this 
State. Now, re the Appeal for Lab-
or Unity, I do sinzerely hope that 
Labor will go to the country as a 
united party, but why are we as 
workers requested to turn down the 
policy of Mr. Lang, who appears to 
be the only political leader who is 
in touch with the working class at 
the present time. 

Now in conclusion, as "A P." ha- 
stated that Mr. Lang's Ipolicy has 
closed down works in Sydney, I will 
say definitely that the Hogan policy 
has also closed down works in Mel-
bourne, and "A. P." has only to look 
at Newport, Jolimont Workshops, 
North Melbourne Locomotive Depot, 
with its engines lying idle and his 
own mates being paid short time. 
That the Hogan policy (and I might 
state that this same Mr. Hogan is 
the accepted leader of a Victorian 
State Labor Government) has caused 
as much unemployment in Victoria 
as the Lang policy has done in the 
State of New South Wales. 

I would suggest to "A. P" that ho 
write to some of our members in  
N.S.W. and request that they foward 
to him their rates of pay, hours of 
labor, etc., that he may be able to 
compare them with the conditions 
existing in this State at the present 
time. Cheerio.—B. W. 

THE POWERS OF FINANCE. 

To the Editor of "Footplate." 

Sir,—In my recent article I dealt 
with the legal aspect of the few over 
the many. Now let us deal with the 
financier. 

First let us ask what was the ori-
gin and economic nature of modern. 
finance? 

The structure of mode rn capitalise' 
tends to throw an ever-increasing 
power into the hands of the men who 
operate the monetary machinery of 
industrial communities. These are 
the financial class. For large enter -
prises the financier has always been 
a necessary man.  In  the ancient and 
the medimval world he found large 
sums of money to meet the emergen -
cies of kings and great nobles , 

 ecclesiastical or civil, to furnish mili-
tary or naval expeditions, and tu 
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facilitate the large forms of commer-
cial enterprises which needed capital. 
On perusal of history we find that in 
the. Middle Ages there was in opera-
tion what was called the Just Laws. 
These laws, as history informs us, 
were as follows:—(1) The taking of 
interest on loans of money was con-
sidered un-Christian and immoral—
the western part of Europe was now 
flooded by a wave of Christianity. 
(2) There was no such thing as abso-
lute personal ownership of land. 
(3) Industry was organised on the 
guild basis, instead of under control 
of the capitalists. (4) Instead of per-
mitting prices and wages to be settled 
by bargaining, the medieval guilds 
adopted the principle of the "just 
price" and the "just wage." They 
established fixed rates of prices on 
manufactured goods as well as on 
different kinds of labor, and they 
punished anyone who tried to charge 
more or buy for less. Since prices 
were fixed, the guilds had to guaran-
tee the goods should be worth the 
price, and so they fixed standards of 
quality, and insisted on good mate-
rials and through workmanship. 

This medieval system of business 
principles and restricted property 
rights came into existence partly be-
cause the Roman system had led to 
such abuses, partly because the Bar-
barian invaders brought with them 
new ideas about property, partly be-
cause industry and commerce were 
conducted on such a small scale that 
not much capital was needed, and 
partly because the people of the 
Middle Ages believed that Chris-
tianity forbade them to collect inte-
rest, or charge excessive prices, or 
take unfair advantage of their fellow-
men in business. But we find in his-
tory, once more towards the close of 
the Middle Ages, that is, in the four-
teenth and fifteenth centuries, several 
factors were at work undermining 
the medieval economic system, and 
serving to create what we call the 
modern system, which is called "Capi-
talism." 

One of the factors was the revival 
of Roman law, which had been aban-
doned in the earlier part of the 
Middle Ages. This revival started in 
the Italian Universities, where pro-
fessors began to give lectures about 
the codes of Roman law. The Rom an 

 law codes had been so carefully 
worked out, and seemed so  -  clear and 
reasonable, that they were greatly 
admired by lawyers, 

Then we find the substitution of 
Roman law ideas for medieval ideas 
of law was promoted by kings and 
emperors, with the idea of  .making 
their own power more absolute, be-
cause the Roman law contained many 
Principles which were more favorable 
to absolute monarchy. Now this re-
vival of Roman law had a very direct 
bearing on economic matters. Roman 

law had been created in a capitalistic 
age, and its spirit was capitalistic. 
It permitted the lending of money for 
interest; it sanctioned the practice of 
making profits by buying cheaply and 
selling dearly; and it recognised the 
principle of absolute ownership o f . 

land as  well as other property: 
Changes were then brought into in-
dustry. Wealthy landlords began to 
hire people to spin and weave wool 
into cloth in competition with the 
guilds. Wealthy merchants, who 
wished to gain greater wealth, like-
wise began to compete with the 
guilds, and hired women and unskilled 
workers, at low rates of wages, to 
spin yarn and make cloth, which - could 
be sold at a profit. Such was usually 
done in the country, where it could 
not be prevented by the guilds, which 
existed only in the towns. The guilds 
were not destroyed at once, but they 
gradually found it impossible to en-
force their rules about well-made 
goods, just prices, and  -  standard 
wages, and eventually, by corrupt 
practices amongst the wealthier mas-
ters, the guilds grew weaker, and 
were almost useless against the 
Roman law code. What is the posi-
tion to-day of the 'unions  in this 
respect ? 

Another great factor that contri-
buted to the growth of capitalism to-
wards the end of the Middle Ages 
was the development of money-
lending and banking. It had been 
considered immoral for a Christian 
to engage in the practice of exacting 
much interest for moneys lent. Only 
Jews up to these stages lent money 
for a high gain in interest. The 
Jews, being of a different religion, 
soon had almost the system of money-
lending under their control. Now, ar 
time went on, and commerce grew 
more extensive, merchants were fre-
quently in need of. loans for trade 
purposes. Extravagant noblemen 
were also good borrowers. Clergy-
men, too, often needed large loans for 
the building of large churches. So 
great was the demand for loans in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, 
Christians began to compete with 
Jews as money-lenders, at first in 
Italy, then the chief business centre 
of Europe, then in Germany and in 
other countries. Banking, however, 
was still in its infancy,  and the  -
morality of lending money at interest 
was still a matter of dispute. The 
Christian belief that the taking of in-
terest for gain was immoral was still 
further weakened by the religious up-
heavals of the sixteenth- century. 

And so banking and money-lending 
came to be regarded more and more 
as a business necessity, rather than 
as an immoral practice, which ought 
to be shunned by good Christians. 
At the same time, there was more 
money to - lend, partly because the rich 
mines of America poured a flood of 

gold and silver into Europe, and 
partly because this money came into 
the hands of the rich men, who had no 
use for it, unless they lent it out at 
interest or invested it for profit. 
The men who owned mines and . plan- 
tations in the New World could" edgily 
acquire huge fortunes,  because the 
mines and plantations were worked 
by slave labor (no wages). Instead 
of stowing their gold and silver away 
in treasure chests, many of these men 
found it more profitable to deposit 
their money with the bankers, who 
would pay, interest on it. The 
bankers, in turn, would lend - this 
money at a  - higher rate of interest 
to merchants, kings, or anyone with 
assets who wished to borrow it. 

This is the basis  ,  of banking. The 
banker receives money from the de-
positors at a low rate of interest, and 
lends the same money out to some 
one else at a higher rate  of  interest, 
Bankers also served another purpose 
in business, by inventing bank notes 
and cheques. Business, men no longer 
had to pay their debts to each other 
in bags of gold. The gold remained 
in the banks, while a cheque  -  or  •  ;a 
bank note served the purpose. -Every-
one now knew that by presenting a 
cheque one could get gold or silver for 
it if one wanted it. If not, gold I\ as 
placed to your account in the bank to 
the extent of the cheque. 

About this time  (A.D. 1694) his-
tory tells us that public credit Of 
national debt came into being In Eng-
land. The  .  Bank of England, con-
trolled by the Jews, began with lend-
ing its moneys to the Government at 
8 per cent. For this it was em-
powered by Parliament to coin money 
out of the same capital, by lending it 
again to the public in the form of 
bank notes. It was allowed to use 
these notes for discounting .bills, mak-
ing advances on commodities, and 
for buying the most precious of metals. 
It was not long ere this Bank  of Eng-
land credit made its loans to the 
State, and paid, on account of the 
State, the interest on the public debt. 
It was not enough that the bank gave 
with one hand and took back with 
the other more; it remained, even 
whilst receiving, the external creditor 
of the nation down to the last 
shilling. Gradually it became the re-
ceptacle of the metallic hoard of the 
country, and the centre of gravity of 
all commercial credit. Thus banking 
has been one of the chief factors in 
the growth of capitalism, and, as 
pointed out previously, these banking 
monopolies control the economic 
structure of all our destinies as they 
function. By way of illustration, 
look at the way Australia is suffer-
ing to-day  -  from their systems of 
finance. This will, in my humble  ef-
forts to explain as I read, be dis-
cussed in a future article.  - - 

JAS. B. BULL. 
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BALLARAT.—The usual monthly 
meeting of the Ballarat branch was 
held in the waiting room, Ballarat 
East, on Sunday, June 14, before a 
good attendance of members. There 
are still a few loud-speakers who have 
failed to connect up, but we expect to 
hear them at our meetings before 
the depression lifts. Most of the 
business was purely local, several 
items not yet being finalised. A 
letter of thanks for presentation and 
certificate was received from retired 
Comrade Harrington, who is now a 
miniature squatter. It was full cf 
humour, and was much enjoyed by all 
present. This depot is having a 
rather lean time lately, most of our 
passenger work and some of our 
goods trains have been given to Mel-
bourne. Specials, of which we used 
to run a large  -  number in the busy 
season, are now nearly all run by 
Geelong and Maryborough, and nobody 
seems to know why enginemen have 
been transferred here- from Dayles-
ford, Maryborough, Skipton and 
Waubra, and recently half-a-dozen 
Cleaners, who had been employed 
car-cleaning, were returned to the 
loco., and their places filled by men 
from the workshops. This increases 
the cleaning time, and means a very 
short period for all, with no signs of 
any improvement. We still hold one 
record that we have held for years; 
that is the worst goods roster' in the 
State. Members' wives have been 
heard to ask their husbands what day 
in the ten weeks does their day-shift 
fall on ? It was pleasing to most of 
the members to hear that our State 
member, Mr. W. McAdam, M.L.A., 
had won the pre-selection ballot for 
the Federal seat. He  .  is a splendid 
worker, and for that reason is liked 
by many of those who previously 
voted against him. business being 
light, the meeting closed at 4.30 p.m. 
—A. CLACK. 

BENDIGO.—The meeting of the 
Bendigo branch was held in Drivers' 
Room, at 2.30 p.m., on June 14. Mr. 
Giovanetti, in the chair, presided over 
a fair attendance of members. This 
branch is going to get permission of 
members by a notice of motion, which 
was placed on the books, to hold the 
meeting in future at 10.30 am., so 
that we can get a bigger attendance 
at the meeting. The news letter and 
correspondence were read and listened 
to with great interest. Naturally, we 
were disappointed that Comrade W. 
Burton, up to date, has not received 
any injury pay for the time that he  

was off, but we are hoping that he 
will receive some before the Execu-
tive has finished with the case. The 
great order of the day in this district 
is to cancel goods trains, and put the 
loading on the mixed train. The 
Echuca mixed train left Bendigo with 
32 vehicles. No wonder the public 
are not travelling by train, when the 
Department are running such service 
as this. We are making a protest to 
the D.R.S.S., to see if same cannot 
be rectified, if not, to have an 
extended time-table for these long 
trains, as these trains, with the big 
cars at the back of so many trucks, 
are difficult to handle. There were 
other items that were listed for Depot 
Foreman. The meeting adjourned for 
one minute's silence in sympathy with 
Comrade T. Veale, who lost his father. 
The meeting closed at 5 p.m.—V. A. 
COLLINS. 

BENALLA.—The Benalla branch 
held its usual monthly meeting in the 
V.R.I. Hall, on June 14. There was 
a fair attendance of members. Com-
rade G. Alexander occupied the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and confirmed. Correspon-
dence and news letter were then dealt 
with, and same caused a fair amount 
of discussion. During general busi-
ness, it was decided to request our 
Depot Foreman to place more Cleaners 
on cleaning shift, as, at present, there 
are only four to five Cleaners spread 
over 24 hours, which seems out of all 
reason for a big depot like Benalla. 

Business is still very quiet here in 
our calling, permanent men working 
short time, and Cleaners standing 
down. We had the economy board 
here recently, and it was responsible 
for bringing two passenger jobs from 
Wodonga to Benalla, which will help 
us considerably. Rationing of the 
shed staff has been put into opera-
tion here, which seems to be becoming 
uniform throughout the service. 
Quite a number of items were listed 
for deputation to Loco Foreman, 
which we hope will bring satisfactory 
results. As the time was getting late, 
and there was no further business, the 
Chairman decided to close the meeting 
at 4.55 p.m.—G. R. THOMPSON. 

CENTRAL.—The sixth ordinary 
monthly meeting was held on Sunday, 
June 14. The meeting was without 
the services of the branch secretary, 
Mr. C. J. Franklin, who is on annual 
leave. It is time that the members 
of Central branch took a keener 
interest in their organisation, and  

attended their meetings in greater 
numbers. If this is not done, com-
rades, the bad conditions now prevail-
ing will become infinitely worse. 
Solidly organised, we can achieve 
almost anything. Come to your meet-
ings, and make suggestions for your 
Union's betterment. It was decided 
by the branch to abolish the Wreath 
Fund, and the money now in hand be 
used for the purchase of bereavement 
cards. The action of the Executive 
was endorsed in suggesting the dis-
continuance of the annual smoke 
social. It was pointed out that this 
generally resulted in a loss of several 
pounds, and was generally made a 
night for the politician, who said a 
whole lot, but did very little. It was 
decided to again go into conference 
with the Minister of Railways, Mr. 
Cain, on the points raised .  at last 
Annual Conference; also the conten-
tious points of the last deputation, in. 
which Regulation 81 was the principal 
item. A considerable number of 
items were listed for local conference. 
A lengthy discussion took place in 
regard to the new taxation proposed 
by the recent Premiers' Conference; 
several members complained most 
bitterly about the extra burdens that 
the workers would have to carry, and 
it was decided to recommend to the 
Executive to send a letter of protest 
to the secretary of the Parliamentary 
Labor Party. It is difficult to say 
whether this will do any good. Any 
worker who thinks that he can obtain 
justice without an absolute reconstruc-
tion of our present-day capitalistic 
state of society, will be sadly dis-
appointed.—NORMAN PULLAR. 

CENTRAL.—A special meeting of 
the 'Central branch was held on May 
31. The meeting was called on a 
requisition from a number of mem-
bers to discuss the following items:— 
(1) Recent Classification Board 
award, No. 28, and its application; 
(2) General Secretary's interpretation 
of same; and. (3) the question of 
rationing. After some discussion, the 
General Secretary read the transcript 
of proceedings before the Board. This 
took up a considerable time. 	Mr. 
Williames said that, although he had 
been restored to the maximum rate a 
fortnight later he was reduced to the 
lower sub-divisional rate. It was not 
reasonable that a man should be re-
duced when doing the same class of 
work as when on the maximum. Mr. 
Williames moved the following 
motion:—"That this meeting em-
phatically protests against the appli-
cation and interpretation of the 
R.C.B. award, No. 28, which we con-
sider is inconsistent with the accepted 
terms of the Commissioners' offer to 
restore Federal margins for skill, as 

Branch Reports 
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operative on _October - 3, 1930, less 10 
per. cent. We consider the present 
interpretation of the award most in- 
quitable, and an  attack on the mar-

ginal rates for skill. We request the 
Executive to place the facts in detail 
before Members of  -  Parliament, with 
the view to having the matter raised 
in Parliament in an endeavour to-gain 
justice. In the meantime, the Exe-
cutive to formulate , a scheme to 
effectively demonstrate . our resistance 
to the continuous and pernicious 
attacks being made upon our wages 
and conditions. We pledge our§elves 
to support and organise any scheme 
to-.obtain justice." 

Mr. Collins explained that the De-
partment's method of calculating the 
two years was from period to period 
when promoting men from grade to 
grade. Travelling and waiting time 
did pot count. 

Mr. Knight said he did not think 
the motion drastic enough. 

Three motions were moved by Mr. 
W.  Lewis, and carried, .recommending 
the Executive to apply to R.C.B. for 
a variation of the award; also to apply 
to Arbitration Court for an interpre-
tation..whether the marginal_rate• was 
a wage or an allowance; and also to 
take  .  steps -to have an alteration in 
the Railways Act to allow the Govern-
,ment to: , issue an Order-in-Council, 
and that Regulation 81 be repealed. 

Mr. Lewis pointed out that he was 
driving trains for 14/10 per day. 
.That. was a distinct menace to the 
classified men. He had no desire to 
he made the means of reducing wages 
for driving . engines. It was  .  a dan-
gerous precedent, and we should do 
all in our .  power to stabilise the job 
at the  highest ;  rate. 

The question, of rationing was freely 
attacked. It was held by some to be 
opposed to the Superannuation Act, 
and Qonsequently illegal. Anything 
less than 12 days a period was a re-
gression. The matter will again be 
taken to the Minister for Railways, 
and an endeavour made to urge the 
Government to discontinue the- prac-
tice. 

The worker, comrade, is urged to, 
 and does act, constitutionally, but is 

beginning to realise that the consti-
tution was not made by workers, or 
for workers, and cannot function for 
him. The constitution is the weapon 
placed in his hands by his opponents, 
and is just as effective as such  a 
weapon might be expected to be. No 
wonder, he. is urged to act constitu-
tionally. Workers, provide your own 
armaments.—CHAS. J. FRANKLIN.  ' 

DONALD.—The usual meeting of 
the above branch was held on Sun-
day afternoon, June 14, Comrade How-
lett presiding over a large attendance 

of :members. After disposing of the 
news letter,  a  ;  lot of other matters 
were dealt with, some of  local  interest 
that had been satisfactorily finalised. 
Fireman Claude Woods, who was 
transferred from North to Woome-
lang a few months ago, has resigned 
from the Department, and has gone 
to tryhis fortunes at,gold mining in 
the .Bright district. We trust that 
he will. not - have cause „to regret 
severing_ his connection with, the De-
partment. Owing to Woomelang 
being reduced from Driver-in-Charge 

. status to. a. - Chargeman, Driver Jim 
Dunne has resumed on the footplate, 
supervision of the shed being seen to 
by, s Chargeman - Stevenson, late of 
Wodonga, now Chargeman at Woome-
lang.  . 

This branch is fortunate in . that 
traffic has .  kept, fairly steady since the 
commencement of the wheat  - harvest, 
and there are  a  few weeks still ahead 
of us.  But when the wheat is done, 
"so are  we." Still, on the whole, we 
have to date, during these times of 
"depression and regression," not had 
the bug-bear of "short time," even the 
Supers. have had, on the whole, while 
losing considerable time, a better spin 
than some , of their comrades else-
where.  , 

We have - had with us, in: order to 
cope with the  traffic, Comrades H. 
Higgs, of North Melbourne, now re-
turned,_ also Charlie Ford and W. , H. 
Turner, of - Ballarat, K  still . with us, 
while. Comrade T. Sheers, of Ballarat, 
had the misfortune, while attending 
to the big ends of C.26, to get the 

,index finger of the left hand under
the plunger of the grease gun,  with 
the result that Tom went home minus 
portion of his finger.  -  However, we 
understand that  he has practically 
recovered from his painful .accident. 

We have Comrade R. G. Dugan 
reaching retiring age on July 18, and 
the meeting appointed a committee to 
get busy and arrange to give our old 
comrade  a  right worthy send-off, 
after his 42 years' service. We hope 
in the next issue of the "Footplate," 
to give full particulars of his fare-
well social.—C. H. MORRISON. 

DIMBOOLA. — The half-yearly 
meeting of the Dimboola branch was 
held on Sunday, June 14, at 10.30 a.m., 
with ideal weather conditions, con-' 
sidéring the amount of rain. The 
attendance was fair, but there is any 
amount of room for improvement. 
The remarkable feature about the 
absentees—some of them do squeal, 
and  how they do speak at the shed 
taps and sign-on desk. Probably if 
the cursed rationing comes into opera-
tion, these comrades will be to the 
fore-front- - with attendances- and 
grievances. Shares here are -• at a  

very low ebb, and  the  prospects are 
none too ï: bright for the near future. 
And God help those poor creatures 
who are among the unfortunates, to 
be out of work. With the vast amount 
of money in  the  Superannuation 
Fund, and the thousand or more  on 
the job who have had their day (all 
members over sixty), one would, think 
that these comrades would be retired, 
and make room for the younger mem-
bers, who have their future before 
them, and who, no  doubt, are the men 
for the job and to carr y.  the  country's 
burdens. Business at the meeting was 
very brisk and spirited with many 
contentious items for all concerned, 
including our. worthy Executive. I 
see by the last issue that many of the 
old comrades of  the footplate are go-
ing into retirement. It is to, be hoped 
that they, as ex-enginemen, do not fall 
into the rear-guard, for even though 
they be out . of the service now,their - 

services can well be appreciated in 
keeping their eyes to business outside 
the fence for those that are still in-
side the fence,, and again helping the 
younger comrades. No further busi-
ness for  the , welfare.' of enginemen, 
the Chairman closed the meeting 
after three hours of good debate:  -  on 
items _ affecting all. ALEX,:'  . :GHhS-
HOLM. 

EC$UCA: The ordinary  .  'meeting 
of Echuca branch was held,- in 
Drivers' Room, at 10.30 a.m., on June 
14. Comrade Dickson occupied the 
chair. Minutes of previous meeting 
were read and confirmed,.-and - corres-
pondence was read and received. 
Resolutions were passedendorsing-.the 
Executive's proposal to seeka varia-
tion of award concerning ",Acting in 
Higher Positions;" also supporting 
Executive's proposal to abandon 
annual smoke social. The men ,here 
are very dissatisfied  ,  with the - way 
engines come back from the Depot, 
especially D2 769, and D1 575. These 
engines have been repeatedly booked, 
and nothing has been done to same. 
The men are seriously thinking of 
taking the matter up with the C.M.E. 
There should be no need. for bad.en-
gines now that so many are standing 
idle outside the workshops, and in the 
sheds.  Now is the time to bring them 
up to the 100 per cent. mark. Things 
are none too good here,- but we are 
looking for better times in the near 
future. It is a. one-day rush, then 
nothing for the rest of the week.  We 
would be in a bad way here, but for 
our old friend, 55 Petrol Electric, who 
is still out of running. She has been 
a  true friend to us, by breaking down 
just when we were up against it. We 
are still a long way behind even time. 
We hope that the Executive are suc-
cessful in their efforts to obtain 
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reasonable conditions for the Acting 
Drivers and Firemen, as several of  
our members are in the unfortunate 
positron of having their rates-,of pay 
reduced by the Commissioners apply-
ing the C.B. Award when it was 
never intended to apply to these men.  

Why, even the Minister of Railways 
admits these men are not being treated 
fairly.—F. J. THORNE.  

JOLIMONT.—The Jolimont branch 
held its ordinary meeting in the Loco  
Hall, on Sunday, June 14, at 10.30 
a.m., Mr. A. A. Pout in the chair. The 
minutes of previous meeting were 
read and confirmed. Arising out of 
the minutes was the question of what 
progress was made with the placing 
of the white line on the platform to 
keep the public back from getting into 
the carriages of the units while same 
are being attached. The Secretary 
reported that he had made application 
to have the white line painted on the 
platforms, and had placed the pro-
posal before some of the transporta-
tion officers, and asked for co-opera-
tion in this safety device.  

The question of the booking off on  
the day shift was mentioned. Mr. T. 
Smith, who was handling this matter, 
explained that there was some diffi-
culty in doing this, but he had inter-
viewed Mr. Kennedy re this matter. 
and Mr. Kennedy was of the opinion 
that it could be done, but so far the  
matter had not been finalised. Mr. 
Smith said he hoped to have some-
thing to .put before the next meeting. 
The Secretary also reported that soma 
o1it-station men were missing their 
school turn in the Lecture Hall, on ac-
count of holidays falling on their 
school days. It is advisable to bring 
this matter under notice when is 
happens, as this refresher class is  
very necessary to keep the men  
abreast of the various failures that 
take place from time to time. 

The news letters from the Divi-
sional and Federal Secretaries were 
taken first and read; also letters from 
the Divisional Secretary re the con-
sideration of branches with the sug-
gestion that the annual smoke social  
during the Divisional Conference be 
not held this year. It was explained 
that the Executive felt that the smoke 
social served no useful purpose, and,  
if not held, will result in a saving of 
several pounds, without in any way  

interfering with the efficient work of 
the Union. After discussion, the  
meeting. decided to support the sug-
gestion not to hold a smoke social 
during the Annual Conference this 
year. The recommendation to branches 
from the Executive that an applica-
tion be made to the Railways Classi-
fication Board for a variation of 
Division 19 of Award No. 8, Reliev- 

ing in Higher Positions, the meeting 
decided to support the application. 
Meeting closed at 12.30 p.m.—J. 
CROUGH.  

SEYMOUR.—The usual monthly 
meeting of the Seymour branch was 
held in the Town Hall. on Sunda,, 
June 14. Correspondence and news  
letter were read and received. several 
items coming up for discussion. I 
is pleasing to note the Minister of  
Railways, Mr. Cain, is endeavouri g 
to do a little for us, particularly to 
lighten the burden of the acting men ; 

 and it is to be regretted we have such 
an unsympathetic Premier. S"v. ral 
acting men have received a little ad-
vantage from the Board's award, and 
received their back pay last pay day;  
others, who have not maintained their  
277. days in the two years, unfor-
tunately, are in a bad way, and are 
likely to be for some time under to 
present method of working, and we 
sincerely hope our representatives wi'1 
be successful in the claim for a var;a -

tion of the award, and so rectify this 
anomaly. Several items were listed 
for deputation to the Foreman. W. 
are pleased to announce the efforts of  

the Railway Unemployed Relief Com-
mittee have at last been rewarded. 
The Unemployed Relief Board have 
issued a grant to them of £75. This 
amount, together with the £100 in the 
bank, will help to tide the Super s . 
over the winter, when we hope  _  to 
have them back on the footplate.  
Meeting closed 5.30 p.m.—H.J. 

SEYMOUR.—A pleasant Sunday 
afternoon was held in the V.R.I. Hall, 
on Sunday, June 7, the occasion being 
a presentation by fellow-enginemen 
and friends of Seymour and district 
to. Comrades E. J. Dugan and W. 
Eaton, upon their retirement from the 
service. Comrades Drakeford, M.L-.A., 
and Collins, General Secretary, were 
in attendance. The popularity of our  
comrades, and the high esteem in 
which they are held was shown by the 
large attendance, over one hundred  
joining in the function. The toast of 
Our Guests was proposed by the 
President, Comrade H. Jarvis, and 
supported by every section of the ser-
vice, after which the President pre -
sented each comrade with a beautiful 
travelling rug and umbrella. Com-
rade Collins, on behalf of the Exe-
cutive, presented each with a retiring  
certificate. The toast was then drunk 
with musical honors. During the 
afternoon, musical items were ren-
dered by Messrs. Kimpton, Back, 
Edwards, Brooksbanks, Dykes, Young-
man and Lousdale. The singing of  
Auld Lang Syne brought one of the 
most successful social functions held  
in Seymour by the A.F.U.L.P. to a  

close. After tea, members again 
assembled, and Comrade Drakeford 
addressed them on the Federal, and  
Comrade Collins on the State, 
activities of our Union for the past 
twelve months. Both speakers wer ' 

given a patient hearing, and listened 
to with interest. It is to be regretted 
that, with .a Labor Government in 
office, so little can be done to further 
the interest of railway-men generally. 
As it was nearing midnight, a vote 
of thanks to our comrades was car-
ried by acclamation, and meeting 
closed.—H.J. 

WODONGA.—The usual monthly 
meeting of the Wodonga branch was 
held in the usual place, on Sunday, 
June 14, at 11 a.m. Comrade A. Reid 
presiding, minutes of previous meet-
ing being read and confirmed, corres-
pondence, also news letter, with its 
usual amount of interesting data. 
General business was then brought  
along. Local and general items were 
listed for deputation. Since our last 
meeting, we have lost one of our pas-
senger drivers, in the person of Com-
rade William James. He has been at 
Wodonga for the past six years. H. 
was presented with a very fine retir-
ing certificate, and a very nice present 
from the local boys. He was well 
respected, and was regarded as an  

excellent engineman, and a good 
unionist. 	Some very fine speeches 
were given in his favor. 	Finally, 
Bill responded, thanking all for the 
presents he received, and commenting 
on the good spin that he had had  
during his time at Wodonga. We all 
wish him health, wealth, and pros-
perity, and may he be long spared to 
enjoy his well-earned rest. Work at 
this depot is, like most other depots, 
getting very scarce. We noticed in 
our correspondence a very interesting  
leaflet from Mr. Webber, the General 
Secretary of the Shop Workers'  
Union It was referring to the ques-
tion of seeing that, when buying 
goods, you were served by union mem-
bers. It is only fair that these mem-
bers should take their part in paving 
our way. They reap the benefit of all 
concessions, and therefore it is only 
right that they should do their part  
in supporting the Labor movement. 
And it is up to each and all of us to 
make inquiries prior to getting our 
article, of the one who is serving, and 
if they answer that they do not belong 
to any union, well it is on you to de-
cline the purchase. You need not be 
told by others, as you all know that 
"Unity is Strength." It is hoped that 
each one is whole-hearted in support  

in these few lines on the question of  
seeing that all belong to their respec -
tive unions, which, of course, helps 
to consolidate your own position. A°  

^^^ 
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all the' business for the meeting had . 
•  .bean. transacted, our Chairman then 

deolarnd.the: meeting closed. — G: H. 
LYNCH. 

. ARARAT.- . A special meeting of 
the_ Ararat. Branch was held in. the 
Railways Institute at 2.30 p.m. on 
Sunday, . 21st June, 1931. Mr. F. 
Smith presided over the largest  .  at-
tendance for some years, and in de-
claring the meeting open explained 
that the opportunity was taken to 
have the General Secretary in atten-
dance to present retiring member's 
certificates to ex-Drivers J. H. Gra-
ham, E. A: Powlett and C. Power. 

We are pleased to have some of 
the ` members of the old brigade of 
Locomotive Unionists with us. Men 
who did the pick and shovel work, 
and laid the foundations of this or-
ganisation after the 1903 strike, made 
.sacrifices -and worked under condi-
tions that 'the moaners of to-day have 
failed to realise or appreciate. 

The chairman extended a hearty 
welcome to the retired menibers who 
still had enough enthusiasm to at-
tend the meeting. Mr. F. W. Bahl, 
W. -Grant and T. Fitch all responded, 
and thanked the branch for its 
thoughtfulness in giving them the 

- invitation to be present among their 
former workmates, and outlined some 
of the conditions of the good old days. 
Let's hope these "good old days" do 
not come again, but I am afraid the 
selfish attitude taken by the reaction-
ary workers during these trouble-
some times that we are going to pay 
dear for the apathy shown towards 
unr organisations. 

A gloom passed over the meeting 
when it was learned that Mr. E. A. 
Powlett was, owing to illness, unable 
to attend. The sympathy of this 
branch goes out to Ted and the hopes 
of his quick recovery. 

Mr. Collins then gave us the best 
two hours' : education on Union mat-
ters that this branch has had for 
some time. Our only regret was 
that the time was all too short, as 
many items  ,  the General ,Secretary 
wished to touch upon had to be 
passed over. Several questions. were 
; , sked.and satisfactorily answered. 

Mr. Collins, in presenting our re-
tiring members with their certificates, 
congratulated them on the high es-
teem in which they were held by the 
Organisation for having rang true to 
their fellow workmates during their 
long years of faithful service, and' _. 
the secretary's remarks were .en-
(iorsed by several of those present. 
Mr. Power and Mr. Graham feelingly 
responded, thanking the  branch for 
the fine certificates, congratulations 
good wishes, and appealed to the 
members, especially the younger 
ones; to  `  15e  '  loyal to their organisa- 

tien and general officers~ Giving  •,  some . 

good.d'jatherly advice_ from experiences 
bought and. paid dearly for, our retir-
ing comrades were able to enlighten 
us on the great gains that our Union 
has .secured since 1903. 

A  '  vote of _thanks to the General 
Secretary, carried by acclamation, 
and suitably responded to, brought a 
happy  .  gathering to a close at .5.55 
p.m—R., E. JAMES. 

ARARAT.—The' ordinary monthly 
meeting of the _Ararat" Branch was 
held in the Institute buildings at 2.30 
p.m. Mr. F. Smith presided over 
the ordinary attendance. ' 

Afer. the  .routine business had been 
gone through motions were carried 
supporting the executive in their ef-
fort to have a variation of the award 
relating to acting men. And that the 
annual smoke social be abandoned. 
Various items were brought forward 
for local deputation to Depot Fore-
man. 

Business was lighter than usual 
owing no doubt to the members hold-
ing themselves in readiness for next 
Sunday's big day, •when we hope to 
have the General Secretary with us. 

The time is now approaching for 
the annual conference, and judging 
by the attitude  of  some of the mem-
bers the burning question to be set-
tled is whether or not Union contri- 
butions are to be reduced. Well 
comrades, from a collector's point of 
view, it's a pity contributions could 
not be reduced to 5/- per annum. It 
would save Union officials a lot of 
anxiety. 

But let us take a broader view and 
go back a little way and look things 
over. In the first place, when the 
Union was reorganised after the 1903 
strike. On the small wages that 
were paid at that time our comrades 
considered that they could afford to 
pay 13/- per annum for Cleaners, 
19/- Firemen, and  257-  Drivers. This 
scale of contributions stood to the 
1920 Annual Conference, when it was 
decided. to issue "Footplate" free to 
all  :  members and increase contribu-
tions 6/- per year. Federal capit-
ation fees were increased from 1/ 
to 4/- per member, this amount hay-
ing to be paid out of  ,  our ordinary 
contributions. Mind .. you; comrades, 
this 6/- per year amounts to 6d. per. 
month, 3d. per pay, or 11d. per week. 
Not much when you come to consider 
that wages were more than  ,  doubled 
and conditions were improved very 
considerably by the efforts of the 
Union. 

But where were the big noises that 
ran. around the water taps agitating 
to increase their Union contributions 
in recognition of the , good return for 
their money, so I appeal to the mem-
bers of this organisation not to be 
like a drowning man and drag your  

only hope of  salvation. under. 'with 
you, but to realise drat the Union 
that 'lifted us up -before will 'do so 
again if we stand united and'not : de-
pend on the other fellow to carry the 
baby all the time. 

The very greatest that -  our contri-
butions could be reduced would be 
the paltry 6/- per _ year,  and  if we 
are getting that low we may tas 'well 
adopt the Hindu standard of living 
and loin cloth at once and bow'to the 
master. A penny half-penny. per 
week is not a very huge ,amount to 
each member, but by its accumulation 
for 12 months from all members it 
amounts to a nice little sum for the 
organisation to carry on the good 
work.--R. E. JAMES. 

GEELONG.—Branch meeting held 
in drivers' room at 2.30 p,m. on the 
10th May. Mr. Tighe in chair. After 
correspondence and news letter ,dis-
posed of a good lot of local business 
was attended to. 

Branch officers are pleased to see 
members come along to the  meetings. 
It is in these times of  ,  stress that 
we want all the help, and it is by 
members attending and discussing 
Union matters that the best results 
are often obtained. Members here 
are disgusted with some of the re-
plies given by heads of branches, 
especially in regard to Dr. Fuller not 
being paid for time lost due to 
injury on duty, and we feel sure he is 
being treated most unfair. 

Wheat is keeping our men busy, 
and by all accounts the  '  loading will 
keep up. 

Several items listed for D.R.S. and 
Depot Foreman. Meeting closed 5.15 
p.m.—L. M. HILLHOUSE. 

GEELONG.—Meeting held at 10.15 
a.m., on June 14th. Time of meeting 
was altered so that members might 
hear Mr. F. Brennan, Federal 
Attorney-General, who spoke in the 
Palais Royal at 3 p.m. Our secretary 
posted the notice in good time, and 
then some missed. including myself. 
The much-discussed holidays were 
balloted for and we start next month. 

Quite a lot of members are  against 
the system of drawing out of a hat, 
but they do not come along to help 
alter this. 

Those who heard Mr. Brennan 
«-ere impressed with his plain state-
ment of facts, and the  rocky path 
which the Federal Government has to 
tread. We hope the measures which 
are to be brought in will benefit, the 
vast army of workers who are feeling 
the pinch of these times.—L.  ,  M. 
HILLHOUSE. 

MARYBOROUGH.—The ordinary 
meeting was held in the Workers' 
Hall on Sunday, 14th June, at  ,  2.30 
p.m. There was a good attendance, 
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and the chairman, W. Noonan, had a  
busy time.  

The acting men are at a loss to  
know why the Department have sin-
gled them out as the cause of the  
depression in the Rolling Stock  
Branch. There appears to be very  
little hope of getting justice, sym-
pathy even, from a Minister of Rail-
ways, is but poor atonement for the  
kicks that have been so liberally be-
stowed on this section. The meeting  
decided to support the executive in  
their further efforts to right this  
wrong.  

The heavy rains have caused a  
slump in the traffic, and this has been  
reflected on the pay sheet of the  

supers, who have had very little work  

of late.  
The big engines still continue to  

make holes in the road, or rather old  

holes deeper, and the meeting decided  
to ask for a speed reduction as an  

alternative to a derailment if the pre-
sent conditions prevail. Members  
complained re the double heading of  
DI and C class engines between  
Donald and Ballarat, and consider  
that the reason advanced when build-
ing big engines that double heading  
would be done away with is all moon-
shine, and that the double heading is  
still another attempt to put more re-
sponsibility on to the enginemen. The  
test is believed to have been a success  
which no doubt was due to the care  
taken in the make up of the train,  
and members are wondering whether  
it is to be a standard method, or just  
catch as catch can under the "where  
practicable" stunt which is generally  

•patlddu  
in for a turn of comment, and their  
position appears the same as the  
acting men—they simply have to  
Own Bup atp Jo sluautuaanoD aq L  

take what the bosses are prepared to  
offer.  

The day was cold, and members  
made for home and fireside when the  
meeting closed at 4.50 p.m. — F.  
CHAMBERLAIN.  

MILDURA.—The June meeting of  
the Mildura Branch was held in the  
drivers' room on Sunday, the 14th  
June, at 10.30 a.m. The weather be-
ing glorious a slight improvement  
could have been shown in the attend-
ance of members. However, I am  
pleased to be in the position to state  
that the Mildura members are fairly  
keen in attending to their Union  
duties.  

The news, letter and correspond-
ence was keenly listened to, and one  
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item on the news letter which affected  
Mildura was the appointment of a  
driver on the express and passenger  
running. Actually no vacancy has  
occurred at Mildura for this job to be  
filled, as the driver who was employed  
on this running made a mutual ex-
change with a driver on the goods  
roster, and no vacancy will occur 
until the first mentioned driver re-
tires early in the new year. A vac-
ancy will then occur, and this branch  
will then welcome the senior applicant  
for the position, whereas at present  
an additional driver at Mildura would  
only mean the over-staffing of driv-
ers, and probably some driver would  
have to transfer away, or  revert back  
to the banjo, and firemen revert back  
to the patch, with the consequent evil  
of working short time as soon as the  
wheat gives out, which only means  
the matter of a few days now. I  
might add, with our present staff  
shortly after the Award was set  
aside, many of my members received  
less than nine days per period, and  
we are not anxious to have any more  
of it, but with another driver we  
would fare even worse. There is also  
a serious prospect of another passen-
ger train on this section being cut  
out each way. This will not improve  
matters, and it appears to me an ex-
cellent idea of forcing our loyal  
patrons on to the road, where one  
must go if no train service is avail-
able, and the only solution to regain  
our prestige is to give the public ser-
vice, by running a better service,  
cheaper fares and freights should do  
the trick. Everybody's purse is being  
touched, consequently one must look  
for the cheapest mode of making ends  
meet.  

The Mallee this year is a sight to  
behold, the crops and grass paddocks  

being in wonderful condition — no  
starving stock here this year—even  
to the railway, tracks being almost  
covered in grass, and especially  
on the Meringur line, where the  
tracks are almost hidden by grass.  
But you soon realise you are on  
the track these damp mornings, as  
you have one hand on the regulator  
and the other on the sand valve  
handle. Seems ridiculous in the Mal-
lee. This time last year the gangers  
had their work cut out shovelling  
sand off the track. This year engine-
men busily using sand on the same  
tracks.  

Considerable dissatisfaction exists  
with the passenger crews when rest-
ing at Donald, the Department sup-
plying rest hut, cooking utensils,  
and a stretcher, the men having to  
supply their own mattress, blankets  
and sheets. Yet they are deducted  
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RAILWAY QUEEN COMPETITION.  
PRIZEWINNERS.  

Tattersall's Tickets  

1st Prize—Bray, "Gumleaf," Fitzroy  
St., St. Kilda. (Ticket No. 11153)  

2nd Prize—T. Dixon, Horsham Rail- 
way Station. (Ticket No. 111262)  

3rd Prize—D. Baxter, 11 Woodmason  
St., Malvern. (Ticket No. 54892)  

Art Union.  
1st (Ticket No. 34)—Mrs. J. C. Jones,  

12 Davies St., East Malvern.  
2nd (Ticket No. 14315)—J. Allen,  
.  New Boiler Shop, Newport.  
3rd (Ticket No. 6621).—E. Dillon,  

Room 132, Head Office.  
4th (Ticket No. 9801)—G. Bidmead,  

Man-in-Grey.  
5th (Ticket No. 14774)—N. C. Fraw-

ley, Room 84, Head Office.  
6th (Ticket. No. 4067)—Miss Pegg y 

Williams, 366 Canterbury Road,  
Surrey Hills.  

Coupons—Forecast of Recorded Votes  
Prize Winner.—G. Linacre, 136,667.  

Buttons.  
Prize winning buttoh No. 9893.  

Distribution of prizes effected at  
meeting of General Committee held  
11th June, 1931.  

BLIND APPEAL COMMITTEE.  
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the full bed allowance from their ply.  

However, it is hoped that this griev-
ance will be satisfactorily adjusted  
within the next few days.  

Quite a number of minor grievances  
were listed for the Fitter in Charge,  
also a couple for the D.R.S.S., with a  
special request that an engine fitted  
with the special hole testing device be  
sent up here to have a run over some  
of our tracks, where we feel sure it  

will work overtime.  
As the hour was getting late, and  

members beginning to look at their  
watches, the chairman took the hint  
and declared the meeting closed at  
1.35 p.m.—E. J. H.  
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