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The footplate 
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"They are slaves who will not dare 
All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

MANAGERIAL NOTES 
"The Footplate" is 	published 

monthly. 

All Branch Secretaries and Execu-
tive Officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name and address to 
them. We do the rest. 

'Phone, F.2235. 
Literary.—To ensure publication 

contributions must be in not later 
than 19th of each month Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that "The 
Footplate" is sent to their private ad-
dress, and not to Loco. Sheds. Sub 
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, 
and forward same also to their 
Branch Secretary. 

JOIN THE 

Loco Self--Denial Fund 
NO ENTRANCE FEE. 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

BENEFITS 

DEATH LEVY 1/- PER MEMBER 

Over 1000 Members have joined th.r 
Fund. 

Get a RULE BOOK on joining. 

DO IT NOW AND HELP 

Y3URSELF. 

T. DAWSON. Secretary 
19 Tennyson Street, Seddon W11 

ASSIST YOUR BRANCH 

SECRETARY BY PAYING 

. YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 

What the Commissioners 

consider Reasonable 

Wages and Conditions 

for Enginemen. 
Stripped of the legal trappings, the applications 

by the Victorian Railways Commissioners for varia-
tions of the existing award of the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court are:- 

1. Deletion of "Powers sixpence" from the basic 
wage. 
(A decrease of 6d. per day in the wages of all 
adult members.) 

2. Altered methods of determining the basic 
wage by taking into account 4 and 5 roomed 
houses only, instead of all houses. 
(Anticipated by those who have followed up 
this subject to mean a reduction of at least 
1/- per day to all workers.) 

3. Deletion of all rates of pay and substituting 
marginal rates above the basic wage as paid 
on 31/12/20. 
(This would mean reverting to rates fixed by 
Railways Classification Boards Award, with 
loss of 5 and 10 years' service clause, etc.) 

4. Electric Train Drivers to be subject to special 
reduction of 1/- per day in addition to 1, 2 
and 3. 

5. Deletion of guarantee clause of award. 
6. Overtime and Sunday work to be paid for at 

ordinary rates. 

7. No increments after September 1, 1930. 
Variations to take effect as from September 1, 

1930. 

Notification has been received that the Commis-
sioners now propose to ask leave of the Court to 
amend 3 and 4 by asking for a straight out decrease 
of 25 per cent. upon all margins over the basic wage; 
this is no doubt due to the suggestion made by 
His Honor Judge Drake-Brockman in Court on 
August 20. 
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Returns Giving Atteildarces of Annual Conference 

Delegates at Branch Mee i ings 

FROM 

January to August, 1930, Inclusive 

Rule 10.—`The Branch Secretary must forward to the Divisional Secretary a list showing the number of 
attendances of the delegate or delegates of such Branch at the meetings of the Branch in such time that such list 
might be published in the "Footplate" in the last number published before the date of the Annual Conference. 

Branch. 	 Name. 
Number of 

Meetings Attended 
Since Elected, 

Number of 
Meetings Held 
Since Elected. 

Ararat 	.. 	.. 	.. 	P. E. Fisher 	.. 	.. 10/8/30 1 1 
R. E. James 	.. 	.. 8/12/29 8 9 

Ballarat .. 	W. Whitworth 	.. 	. 8/12/29 10 10 

Bendigo 	.. 	R. Perkins 	.. 	.. 	 .. 	 .. 

V. A. Collins 	.. 	.. 	 .. 

8/12/29 
10/8/30 

10 
1 

10 
1 

Benalla 	.. 	B. J. Taylor 	.. 	. 8/12/29 10 10 

Colac 	.. 	C. M. Goudy 	.. 	 .. 
8/12/29 10 10 

Central 	.. 	T. Dawson .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 
W. H. Bishop .. 	.. 	 .. 

8/12/29 
8/12/29 

8 
5 

8 
8 

N. 	Pullar 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 8/12/29 5 8 
H. Devene 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 8/12/29 4 8 

C. 	Franklin 	.. 	.. 	 .. 8/12/29 8 8 
W. T. Williames 	„ 	 .. 8/12/29 4 	 8 
E. W. Cox 	.. 	.. 	.. .. 8/12/29 2 	 8 
W. 	Lewis 	.. 	.. 	 .. 	 .. 8/12/29 8 	 8 

Dimboola P. Passmore 29/6/30 2 	 2 

Donald 	.. W. F. Allan .. 8/12/29 7 	 8 

Echuca 	.. 	 E. Mattson .. 	. 8/12/29 9 	 9 

Geelong .. 	J. W. Fuller 	.. 8/12/29 7 	 8 
R. H. Ellis 	.. 30/3/30 5 	 5 

Hamilton 	. W. Philpott 	.. 	. 8/12/29 7 8 

Jolimont . J. 	Crough 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 8/12/29 	 9 9 
W. Regan 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 8/12/29 	 6 	 9 
W, 	Glenn 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 8/12/29 	 6 	 9 
K. 	Shaw 	.. 	.. 	 .. 	 .. 8/12/29 	 6 	 9 

Korumburra 	.. H. 	Boarder 	.. 	.. 8/12/29 8 9 

Maryborough 	.. F. H. Bacon 	.. 	. 8/12/29 8 9 

Mildura 	.. 	 .. 	 .. E. J. 	Hyatt 	.. 	. 10/8/30 	 1 1 

Seymour .. 	.. 	 .. H. 	Green 	.. 	.. 	 .. 	 .. 8/12/29 	 6 7 
A.  Noonan 	.. 	.. 	 .. 	 .. 13/6/30 	 2 2 

Traralgon 	.. 	 .. A. 	C. Lewis 	.. 	.. 	 .. 8/12/29 	 7 9 

Wodonga 	.. G. H. Lynch .. 	. 8/12/29 9 9 

Wonthaggi .. 	 .. J. M. Drummond .. .. 10/8/30 1 1 
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Commissioners' Application for 

Drastic Variations of Award 

Before His Honor, Judge Drake-
Brockman, in the Arbitration Court, 
on Wednesday, August 20, 1930, the 
Commissioners' applications for vari-
ations of the existing award were 
listed for hearing. The parties were 
represented as follows:— 

Mr. R. G. Menzies, K.C., and Mr. 
Stanley Lewis for the Applicants—
Victorian Railways Commissioners, 
and the Railways Commissioners for 
New South Wales. 

Mr. J. F. Chapple—Australian 
Railways Union. 

Mr. A. S. Drakeford—Australian 
Federated Union of Locomotive 
Enginemen. 

Mr. T. C. Maher—Association of 
Railway Professional Officers. 

Mr. G. Mooney—New South Wales 
Railway and Tramway Officers' Asso-
ciation. 

Mr. P. J. Sheehan—Federation of 
Salaried Officers of Railways Com-
missioners. 

Mr. Menzies: If Your Honor pleases 
there are a number of applications— 

Mr. Mooney: If Your Honor pleases, 
I would ask permission to interrupt 
Mr. Menzies at this stage, in order 
to say that my clients were served 
with this summons on Monday after-
noon in Sydney. We have had no 
opportunity whatever of dealing with 
the matter, and therefore we propose 
to ask for an adjournment for at 
least a fortnight, to enable us to go 
into these questions and prepare our 
case. These are not ordinary appli-
cations for variations such as might 
be dealt with at two days' notice. 
But in fact even two days' notice has 
not been given to us. It would put 
my clients in a very awkward. posi-
tion if they were compelled to go 
on with this case at the present time, 
without having the slightest oppor-
tunity of having considered the posi-
tion. I therefore ask for an adjourn-
m_:nt for at least a fortnight. 

His Honor: I do not propose to 
accede to that request at the moment. 
I want to hear what Mr. M''nzies has 
to say. Then I will grant all the 
necessary facilities to enable you to 
put your case properly before the 
Court. 

Mr. Chapple: If your Honor pleases, 
I am directed to ask for a stay of 
proceedings, on the ground that my 
organisation has applied for the  

appointment of a Conciliation Com-
mittee under the amended Concilia-
tion and Arbitration Act. Your 
Honor will appreciate the fact that 
the appointment of that Committee 
will remove from the hands of Your 
Honor the claims about to be  heard. 

His Honor: Of course you are ask-
ing me to assume that the Govern-
ment will take the necessary steps to 
appoint a Committee. But I have no 
knowledge as to what the Govern-
ment may do. Therefore, in the cir-
cumstances, I am afraid that I can-
not grant your request, at this stage. 

Mr. Chapple: But the application 
for a Conciliation Committee has been 
made, and we submit that it would 
be the correct procedure to await the 
decision of the Governor-General in 
regard to the application. It would 
not be fair to my clients for Your 
If(nor to proceed with this case until 
the Governor-General has had an 
ample opportunity to decide the 
matter., 

His Honor: Yes, but I would point 
out that Parliament, in its wisdom, 
made provision for the interval be-
tween the bringing into operation of 
the new form of Arbitration, and thy 
old form of Arbitration, by leaving 
all the powers that the Court for-
merly had still in the hands of the 
Judges, who are here now. There-
fore I do not think that I would be 

 justified in assuming that because 
application has been made or is to be 
made for a Committee, it is going 
to be appointed. 

Mr. Chapple: But there is nothing 
to show that the appointment has not 
already been made. 

His Honor: And there is nothing to 
show that it has been made. 

Mr. Chapple: But we anticipate the 
very early appointment of that Com-
mittee, if it is not already appointed. 

His Honor: You may be better in-
formed than I am, but I am not going 
to anticipate anything of that sort at 
the moment. 

Mr. Chapple: Then may I reserve 
the right to follow this question up 
at a later stage? 

His Honor: Yes. 
Mr Drakeford: If Your Honor 

pleases, I wou'd like the opportunity, 
after hearing what Mr: Menzies has 
to say, to put forward certain reasons 
why an adjournment sieould be  

granted by the Court. 
His Honor: That is another matter. 
Mr. Menzies: If Your Honor 

pleases, I gather from all this that 
it is desired that I should indicate 
shortly the nature of the various 
applications ? 

His Honor: Yes. 
Mr. Menzies: Or does Your Honor 

desire that I should go right ahead 
with my case in the ordinary way ? 

His Honor: In regard to some of 
these matters, it is obvious that I 
cannot deal with them, because they 
are Full Court matters. I think we 
might eliminate those matters, for a 
start. 

Mr. Menzies: Perhaps Your Honor 
has considered the advisability of re-
ferring the whole of these matters to 
the Full Court, so that they may all 
be dealt with at the one time. 

His Honor: I do not think that 
would work out in an altogether sat-
isfactory way, because some of these 
matters would involve very consider-
able inquiry, which I do not think the 
Full Court would feel disposed to 
undertake; they are the sort of 
matters that I do not think the Full 
Court would deal with. 

Mr. Menzies: What sort of enquiry 
has Your Honor in mind ? 

His Honor: Take the questions of 
margins for various people in the 
service, which you ask should be 
altered, and which have already been 
fixed by this Court. That matter is 
certainly one for inquiry, to deter-
mine the relative value of the ser-
vices rendered by these various 
people. I do not think that would be 
quite a proper matter for the Full 
Court to undertake in the first 
instance. 

Mr. Menzies: Your Honor has in 
mind an exhaustive consideration of 
the relative merits of the various 
grades referred to in that applica-
tien ? 

His Honor: Yes. 
Mr. Menzies: But we do not invite 

Your Honor to engage in that sort of 
enquiry. 

His Honor: I do not think you can 
avoid that position, in view of the 
application to the Court. 

Mr. Menzies: Our reasons for the 
application are, principally, with 
reference to the financial urgency. 

His Honor: I quite appreciate that 
aspect. 

Mr. Menzies: It is not part of our 
desire to have an exhaustive inquiry 
regarding the merits of the various 
positions, which might take weeks or 
months. 

His Honor: Yet I am afraid that 
position would be involved, having 
regard to the form of the application. 

Mr. Menzies: We do not think that 
is necessarily so. 
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His Honor: Very well. 
Mr. Menzies: We do not propose to 

put forward evidence to describe the 
nature of the duties in the various 
grades, or to direct evidence to what 
might be called, loosely, the merits 
of the grading. But we propose to 
call financial evidence concerning the 
position of the railways, and evidence 
to show what the condition in regard 
to margins was in 1920. The basis 
of our application is in regard to 
what were, in fact, prosperity allow-
ances granted during times of railway 
prosperity. However, perhaps I can 
run very briefly through the various 
applications, and thus indicate what 
we are  claiming. Then the Court will 
be in a better position. 

His Honor: Perhaps I could indi-
cate the matters that I am not pre-
pared to deal with at all, matters 
which under the law I cannot deal 
with. 

Mr. Menzies: The first application 
mentioned by Your Honor is an appli-
cation to reduce margins to those in 
force on December 31, 1920; that is 
in reference to the Australian Rail-
ways Union. 

Mr. Menzies (continuing): There 
are two applications—one summons 
relating to Victoria, one to New South 
Wales. The substance of them is to 
substitute for the existing margins 
the margins which were in operation 
on December 31, 1920. I may say 
that the selection of that date in rela-
tion to N.S.W. is of no great practical 
importance, because the margins were 
substantially the same in N.S.W. up 
to 1925, and the application there-
fore, in substance, is to reduce the 
margins to those which existed in 
1925. 

In Victoria, considerable alterations 
in margins were made commencing 
from 1920, first of all by the Rail-
ways Classification Board. and then, 
on top of that, by this Court; and 
the application as regards Victoria is 
therefore, in substance, to reduce the 
margins to the point at which they 
stood before those two tribunals 
operated upon them. 

I told Your Honor that the N.S.W. 
summons was directed against the 
A.R.U. In Victoria it is directed 
against the A.R.U. Federation of 
Salaried Officers of the Railways Com-
missioners. The same date, December 
31, 1920, is selected as the point back 
to which we go. 

We have prepared tables showing 
the various marginal rates, and indi-
cating those which have been in-
creased since December, 1920, so. 
that the Court will have the parti-
cular items conveniently before it. 
We do not propose, as I said to Your 

Honor, to discuss what might be 
called, loosely, the merits of the 
various grades; that is to say, we 
do not propose to lead evidence to 
describe the work done by each of the 
particular grades referred to. What 
we do say is this: In the first place, 
we propose to show in relation to this 
application, as in relation to all the 
others, that the railways of .NS.W. 
and Victoria are in a very parlous 
condition, showing huge deficiencies, 
and that they will show even greater 
deficiencies during the year which has 
just commenced. We propose to show, 
in addition to that, that in each of 
those States the deficiency on the 
railways is the major portion of the 
deficiency on the general revenue of 
the State; in other words, to show 
that the railways' positions is the 
biggest single factor in the financial 
crisis which confronts each of those 
States. We propose also to lead evi-
dence to put on record in Court the 
general financial position of the Com-
monwealth, and to point out to the 
Court the consequences of any failure 
of the Commonwealth or of the States 
to discharge their obligations. In 
other words, we propose, • quite 
shortly, and not rhetorically, but by 
figures, to demonstrate that the sol-
vency of the country may be said in 
a most real sense at the present time 
to depend upon the solvency, or very 
largely upon the solvency, of these 
large business undertakings. 

His Honor: Let me point out at 
this stage the difficulty in which you 
put the Court.j There has been a 
very lgng investigation carried out by 
Sir John Quick, who has assessed 
the relative values of all these people 
in the service. Presumably, he 
altered the assessment of those values 
when he made his award and differ-
entiated from those that obtained in 
1920. Your method of approaching 
this, in effect, asks the Court to dis-
regard the relative values that have 
been determined by the Court, and go 
back to 1920. If you put it on a 
general percentage basis all the way 
round it would be very much easier 
to handle, because then the relative 
values as now determined by the 
Court could be maintained. 

Mr. Menzies: I may say at once 
that I appreciate that criticism, and 
appreciated the fact that it would 
necessarily be made. I do not want 
to discuss it in detail at the present 
time; but, broadly speaking, we say 
that the margins of which we are 
speaking were not so much the 
expression of a re-assessment of 
values of the work done by the 
various grades as they were allow-
ances in time of prosperity. There 
are one or two instances in the his- 

tory of the Court in which margins 
have, to some extent at any rate, 
been treated in that fashion, and we 
suggest that the Court was granting 
extra allowances of this kind because 
of the prosperity of the industry just 
as much as because of some real re-
assessment of the work being done. 

His Honor: Assuming that that is 
so for a moment, you still leave the 
Court faced with the difficulty I have 
outlined. 

Mr. Menzies: It may be that the 
Court will think . . . 

His Honor: If it is a matter of 
urgency and one which wants to be 
dealt with quickly, as you suggest, 
there is that real difficulty, because 
the Court would have to satisfy itself 
that the proper relative values of all 
these services were maintained, and 
the Court has determined that. 
Whether the amounts fixed were too 
much or cannot be carried now is one 
thing; whether the relative values of 
those various services to the public 
are correct is another matter. 

Mr. Menzies: Quite so; I appreciate 
that that may mean a percentage 
reduction in margins, rather than a 
cutting-back to a certain point of 
time, as we have suggested; but that 
is really a matter of form of the 
remedy after the Court is satisfied 
as to the preliminary conditions. 

His Honor: It goes right to the 
root of how the Court must handle 
this particular matter. 

(Mr. Menzies continued his explan-
ation of the various applications for 
variation, and outlined the probable 
effect upon members of the various 
Unions if the applications were 
granted by the Court.) 

Mr. Chapman: If Your Honor 
pleases, on behalf of the Australian 
Railways Union, I want to apply for 
an adjournment for at least a fort-
night. I came from Sydney yester-
day. I was served at 1.30 p.m. on 
Monday. In view of the comprehen-
sive nature of the application, I 
think Your Honor will admit that, to 
proceed at this particular stage at 
such short notice, would be entirely 
unfair to my organisation. In the 
first instance, the inquiry in regard 
to the A.R.U. took nearly five years. 
Counsel is incorrectly informed when 
he states the history of the N.S.W. 
award. Some of his statements are 
not based upon actual facts. 

Mr. Menzies: I know there is a 
controversy about it. 

His Honor: However, you can take 
it that I know a good deal about it. 

Mr. Chapman: But at such short 
notice, bearing in mind the effect of 
applications of this character, I 
suggest that it would be quite reason-
able to grant an adjournment for a 



fortnight at least. 	First of all, 	it 
affects, and will ultimately affect, 
many thousands of people outside the 
railway service. The immediate effect 
is in regard to those who are em-
ployed by the Railway Commissioners 
of two States; and the Management 
Committee of the Union should have 
an opportunity of discussing these 
applications. Counsel suggests that, 
because of the great financial 
difficulties, they should be proceeded 
with now. Financial stringency has 
always been urged by Railway Com-
missioners; and, bearing that in mind, 
I make this application for an 
adjournment for at least a fort-
night. 

In addition, there is this aspect. 
It would be unfair, in my opinion, 
to conduct an inquiry outside of the 
State of N.S.W. relative to affairs 
concerning N.S.W., bearing in mind 
the exhaustive nature of the in-
quiries made there. 

His Honor: Mr. Menzies does not 
put it on the basis of inquiry at all. 
He says he does not propose to go 
into that aspect, but that it is based 
purely on economic grounds. The 
whole of the evidence will be  on that 
basis, I understand from him, which 
is an attempt to eliminate the point 
which I raised when Mr. Menzies was 
addressing me. 

Mr. Chapman: I grant that; but the 
Railway Commissioners in N.S.W. 
are already meeting the financial 
stringency in a peculiar way; and it 
would be known more forcibly if one 
were over there. However, I make 
this formal request for an adjourn-
n:ent for a fortnight from this date. 

Mr. Drakeford: Before Your Honor 
decides the question of an adjourn-
ment, I would like to support Mr. 
Chapple's application for this matter 
not to be dealt with at the present 
stage on account of application hav-
ing been made for a Conciliation 
Committee. When I was before the 
Court on Monday last in our own 
case, Your Honor indicated that a 
more substantial reason for the 
granting of an adjournment than 
which I put forward, was the fact 
that an application for a Conciliation 
Committee had been made. Your 
Honor said: "I am aware, as I have 
indicated, that an application has 
been made for the appointment of a 
Committee. As to whether the appli-
cation will be granted or not, of 
course, I do not know; but I think it 
is proper that I should, in that re-
spect at all events, at least adjourn 
for a sufficient length of time to give 
the powers which have the authority 
an opportunity of indicating whether 
they are going to appoint a commit-
tee or not," I respectfully submit  

that those were good reasons for the 
granting of an adjournment; and I 
also respectfully submit that they 
apply to this case also. Our appli-
cation is being made; and it has been 
made clear that the Government 
intend to appoint Conciliation Com-
mittees to deal with such cases as 
have been before the Courts and for 
that reason I respectfully urge that 
that should be considered as a good 
reason why these cases should not 
now be proceeded with. 

His Honor: The question of 
urgency did not arise then, of 
course. 

Mr. Drakeford: But I respectfully 
submit that this question of urgency 
is being used in a way which is 
entirely unfair to the cases which 
have been submitted to the Court. It 
is a method of propaganda calculated 
to influence the Court in the desired 
direction. 

His Honor: Of course, we are not 
politicians. 

Mr. Drakeford: I realise that pro-
paganda can come from other than 
politicians; and it is coming. I put 
it respectfully that that is so. It 
would be just as eligible for us in a 
busy season when the men were work-
ing very much Sunday time and 
overtime, although we had a plaint 
before the Court, to come along and 
say, as a matter of urgency, because 
of the excessive hours we have to 
work, we now ask the Court to set 
aside those claims that are being 
made and give up dealing with them, 
and say that, because the country is 
in a prosperous state, immediate in-
creases should be  granted. 

We have heard of nothing else but 
depression in the case with which we 
have been connected; and it is not 
fair to bring forward those argu-
ments with a view to influencing an 
immediate decision. Special applica-
tions have been made with regard to 
certain grades. It has been suggested 
that the electric train drivers have 
been overpaid; and now Mr. Menzies 
and the other gentlemen come along 
and specially refer to them, knowing 
that at some time a decision is to 
be made with respect to electric train 
drivers' wages. 

I say that the same reasons apply 
as applied on Monday last, and that 
an application should be granted on 
those grounds. 

Mr. Chapple: I submit that Mr. 
Menzies has shown no reason why the 
matter should be  proceeded with 
immediately, except by his general 
statement. We feel that the interests 
of the men are as vital as other 
interests in the community There  

may be the rights of bond holders to 
their rate of interest; and if nothing 
is to be done to attack the Interest 
Bill of the railways, I submit nothing 
should be  done to attack the wages 
of the railway men whose living is 
of greater importance even than the 
interest to the bond holders. 

His Honor: It must be of very 
great importance to your Union that 
no more of them should be thrown 
on an already over-loaded unemploy-
ment list; and the suggestion which 
comes from Mr. Menzies is that if 
something is not done about it there 
soon will be, to use his own words, 
considerable sackings. 

Mr. Chapple: We feel that that 
position is over-stressed, and that the 
position is not so bad as it is made 
to appear on the surface. 

His Honor: Mr. Menzies speaks for 
the Commissioners, and I must take 
notice of what he says. 

Mr. Chapple: The voice of the Com-
missioners has been heard on this 
question previously before Sir John 
Quick; and on one occasion Sir John 
Quick stated very definitely in his 
judgment that the position had been 
overstated by the Commissioners, and 
that the financial position of the rail-
ways was not nearly so bad as. it was 
pointed out to be; and on frequent 
occasions, His Honor made reference 
in similar terms to the exaggerated 
reports of financial losses, which were 
being circulated in the daily press and 
lodged in the Court. The facts did 
not bear out the contention of the 
Commissioners on those occasions. On 
this occasion the position is not 
nearly so bad as Your Honor is be-
ing led to believe. It is only of recent 
date that we have heard of this cry 
of financial stringency. We must 
admit there is a depression; but the 
financial stringency is not so bad as 
to cause an application of this nature 
to be immediately considered -by Your 
Honor. It was only a few weeks ago 
that the Commonwealth Government 
applied for a loan, and it was over-
subscribed very substantially, show-
ing that there is money available if 
the Government had the courage to 
call up their loans. But, apparently, 
the policy is to restrict loan expendi-
ture to a minimum, and that policy 
is aggravating the position rather 
than helping Australia in its period 
of depression; and, if the matter is 
to be  argued, quite a lot of things 
would have to come into the argu-
ment from our point of view; that is, 
the policy of railway transportation. 
In some States, particularly Queens-
land, it was the defined and declared 
policy of the Government that the 
railways should be run at a loss in 
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order that the railways might help in 
the settlement of the country. 

His Honor: I agree that those are 
matters that have to be considered, 
and I have given quite a lot of con-
sideration to them; but I do not think 
this is quite the moment to raise 
them. 

Mr: Menzies We agree that the 
present deficiencies are "settling" the 
country, but in a different sense. 

His Honor: That is another point 
of view: I take it that at the present 
moment, you are asking for an 
adjournment; or that this Court 
should not deal with these matters 
at all. 

Mr: Chapple: I submit Your Honor 
should not deal with the matter on 
the ground that the Conciliation Com-
mittee is about to be appointed. If 
Your Honor feels you should proceed 
in the absence of the appointment of 
a Committee, you should at least 
grant an adjournment in order that 
the Union representatives might 
analyse the claims, and prepare 
argument against the case of the 
Commissioners. There are at least 
15 or 20 big issues involved which 
could be raised in support of our con-
tention that the railways should not 
be run on a commercial basis and 
should not be  expected to pay. The 
railway men should not be taxed to 
make up a deficiency that has been 
deliberately created by Parliament 
for developmental reasons. 

His Honor: That would be  a very 
good argument when you come to deal 
with the substance of the application; 
but at the moment I want to consider 
Mr. Menzies' suggestion that the 
whole of this case should be sent to 
the Full Court. If I remit any from 
the point of view of the Union, should 
I remit the lot, so that the substance 
may be dealt with as one application 
in effect? 

Mr. Drakeford: We say that none 
of the matters should be dealt with by 
this Court or referred to the Full 
Court. 

His Honor: I know that. 
His Honor: Mr. Menzies has given 

a short outline of the applications that 
the several Railway Commissioners 
concerned have made to the Court. 
The four unions concerned ask, first 
of all, that the Court should not pro-
ceed with the matter at all, because 
applications have been made for the 
appointment of Conciliation Commit-
tees under the new Federal legisla-
tion. Alternatively, they ask for an 
adjournment for at least a fortnight. 
The law as it now stands is, shortly, 
that in any dispute before the Court, 
application may be made by either 
party to the dispute for the appoint-
ment of a Conciliation Committee. On 
the appointment of that Committee,  

the Court ceases to function, and its 
power and authority to deal with the 
matters in dispute automatically come 
to an end. However, there is no cer-
tainty that any application made for 
the appointment of a Committee will 
result in such appointment being 
made. In this case, all four Unions 
concerned have made applications. 
The appointment is not in the hands 
of this Court, but is in the hands of 
the Federal Government. The Rail-
way Commissioners have brought 
down—as Mr. Menzies has described 
them-some rather drastic requests 
for alterations in existing awards be-
cause, he says, the position of the 
finances of the community and of the 
States concerned is very acute. The 
Committees may be appointed, and we 
may cease to function as a Court in 
respect of these applications; but that 
is the responsibility of the Federal 
Government. 

It is a matter of common knowledge 
that the economic condition of the 
community is far from satisfactory. 
These are very important applications 
and are very far-reaching. I do not 
think I am justified in assuming that, 
because applications are made for 
committees, such will be appointed. 
In the circumstances, I can see no 
reason on that ground why the Court 
should refrain from dealing with these 
matters. 

His Honor (continuing) : I do not 
think there is any warrant for grant-
ing the adjournment asked for for the 
reasons which have been put forward, 
and which will appear in the tran-
script. A number of matters arising 
out of these applications would have 
to be submitted to the Full Court in 
any event; they can only be dealt 
with by the Full Court, whether they 
are referred from me direct, or 
whether they come through a Con-
ciliation Committee, or a Conciliation 
Commissioner. Ultimately they must 
go to the Full Court. It appears to 
me that all these matters are really 
bound up one with the other, and 
therefore in substance they really 
amount to one application. Con-
sequently I propose to deal with them 
upon that basis. I therefore refer all 
these matters to the Full Court at 
once. 

It is quite obvious that although a 
great many of these matters must 
ultimately go to the Full Court, it is 
within the competence of the authority 
appointed under the Act to stop even 
the functioning of the Full Court in 
regard to these matters by the ap-
pointment of Conciliation Committees. 
That, however, is the responsibility of 
somebody else, and whoever is so con-
cerned must take that responsibility. 

In regard to the requests for an 
adjournment, obviously some little  

time must elapse between now and 
when the Full Court can meet. Dur-
ing that period the parties concerned, 
who have asked for an adjournment, 
will have an opportunity to consider 
the position, and to make the neces-
sary preparations for placing their 
views before the Full Court. When 
the Full Court proceeds with the hear-
ing, providing there is no estoppal of 
that hearing in the meantime, the 
Full Court can grant such further 
adjournment as the circumstances 
may warrant if the parties are able 
to convince the Full Court that they 
are in any way prejudiced. 

In the meantime, I refer all these 
matters to the Full Court at once. 

Mr. Menzies: Before Your Honor 
ultimately adjourns the Court, I 
would like to mention that there is a 
great number of people here from the 
other States. Their movements will 
be affected by the date upon which 
the Full Court proceedings will com-
mence. 

His Honor: That is rather a matter 
for the Chief Judge. 

Mr. Menzies: Quite so, and I was 
wondering whether His Honor, the 
Chief Judge is accessible. If so, I 
would suggest to Your Honor that you 
should adjourn these proceedings for 
half an hour in order that Your Honor 
might consult the Chief Judge, so as 
to ascertain whether some definite an-
nouncement can be  made as to the 
date upon which the Full Court will 
be meeting. Then if Your Honor could 
adjourn these applications formally to 
that date, it will be very desirable 
from the point of view of the parties. 

His Honor: Very well, I will follow 
that course. Probably I will be able 
to consult the Chief Judge straight 
away. The Court will adjourn for 
half an hour. 

Upon Resuming. 
His Honor: Since we adjourned I 

have consulted with the Chief Judge 
and my brother Beeby with regard to 
this matter. We have decided to pro-
ceed with the applications at 10.30 
a.m. on Wednesday next—this day 
week. That ought to give the parties 
time to consider the position and be 
prepared to go on. If then they find 
themselves embarrassed at all, they 
can make the necessary application 
to the Full Court. I think the proper 
way for me to put it is to say that I 
refer all those matters that can only 
be dealt with by the Full Court to 
the Full Court, and request my two 
brothers to sit with me in respect to 
the other matters, the subject matter 
of the applictions before the Court. 
This matter is therefore adjourned to 
the Full Court at half past ten on 
Wednesday next. 

The Court at 12.10 p.m. adjourned 
sine die. 
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tions to set aside the Award, either 
partly or in whole, were made to the 
Court, then it may be said that Sec-
tion 33 does not touch the Applica-
tions to set aside, as such Applica-
tions are not Applications to Vary or 
in relation to an Industrial Dispute, 
but that was a matter to be argued 
when the Applications were properly 
before the Court. The Court could 
not permit the present Applications 

to be varied, as suggested. 
Mr. Blackburn submitted that 

Section 33 also covered Applications 
to set aside, and asked the Court to 
say that the proposed summonses to 
set aside the Award should not be 

served. 
His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge 

said the question as to whether the 
Court could deal with the Applica-
tions to set aside the Award was a 
matter that he would be prepared to 
hear argument upon when the sum-
monses.had been served upon the 

parties. 
The Applications to Vary could not 

be dealt with by the Court. He would 
fix Wednesday, 17th September, for 
the return of the summonses to set 

aside the Award. 

Commonwealth Railways Com-
missioner, and 

(b) Applications for Variations of 
Awards of the Commonwealth 
Court of Conciliation and Arbi-
tration in the said section of the 
said Industry respectively to 
which Awards the Australian 
Federated Union of Locomotive 
Enginemen is a party. 

For a period of nine months from 
the 6th day of September, 1930, a 
Conciliation Committee will consist 
of ten persons, viz. 

Arthur Samuel Drakeford, 
William Ainsworth, 
John Michael Galvin, 
William Charles Henry Collins, 
Herbert John George, 

representing the Australian Feder-
ated Union of Locomotive Engine-
men, and 

Patrick James Carolan, 
Percy Joseph Pendergast, 
Percival Francis Cherry, 
Russell Claude Proctor, 
Victor Harold Allen, 

representing the Employers—and a 
c1airman, viz., 

Edmond Harold Coneybeer, 
a Conciliation Commissioner under 
the said Act, and to appoint the said 
Edmond Harold Coneybeer as Chair-
man of the said Committee. 

JOHN J. DALEY, 

Acting Attorney General. 

Commissioners' Nevo 

Move 

Application to set aside Award. 

When the hearing of the Applica-
tions by the Railway Commissioners 
of Victoria and New South Wales-  

was called upon for hearing before 
the Full Arbitration Court on Wed-
nesday, 10th September, Mr. Men-
zies, K C., on behalf of the Commis-
sioners of New South Wales and 
Victoria, asked for leave to open the 

case. 

Mr. M. Blackburn, who appeared 

for the Combined Railway Unions, 
submitted that as conciliation Com-
mittees had now been appointed and 
gazetted in the Commonwealth Ga-
zette, the Court, under Section 33 of 
the Amended Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Act, had no jurisdiction over 

the Applications. 

Mr. Menzies replied that he was 
not aware of any point that he could 
successfully raise as to the validity 
of the appointments of the Concilia-
tion Committees, but this did not 
dispose of the matters before the 
Court. He submitted that the 
powers of the Court had been divided 
by the Legislature, and the Court 
had power to cancel Awards in cases 
of emergency. The Railways were 
losing enormous sums each week, 
and to save the Railways and pre-
vent financial catastrophe, the Com-
missioners had lodged Applications 
to vary the Awards. As the Court 
had not the power to deal with Ap-
plications to vary, but could deal 
with Applications to set aside an 
Award, either partly or in whole, in 
accordance with Section Sts OA of the 
Act, he asked permission to allow 
the summonses served for Variation 

to be varied to summonses to set 
aside the Awards as a case of emer-
gency, owing to the present finan-
cial position imperilling the position 

of the Railways and the States. 

His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge 
said by the appointment of Concilia-
tion Committees the Courts jurisdic-

tion had been ousted, with 
 f

reggaarrd to 

Applications to vary.  

Conciliation Committee 
Appointed 

Notification is contained in the 
Commonwealth Gazette of 8th Sep-
tember, that a Conciliation Com-
mittee for the Railways Locomotive 
Running Wages Staff has been ap-
pointed, and the following is a copy 
of a memorandum received from the 
Honorable J. J. Daley, Acting Attor-
ney General. 

RAILWAYS  LOCOMOTÌVE RUN- 
NING WAGES STAFF CONCILIA- 

TION COMMITTEE. 

Recommended for the approval of 
His Excellency, the Governor-
General in Council, that in pursuance 
of Section 34 of the Commonwealth 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act 
1904-1930, His Excellency be pleased 
to appoint in relation— 

(a) Industrial Disputes in the Loco-
motive Running Wages Staff 
section of the Railways Industry 
in the States of New South 
Wales, Victoria, South Australia 
and Tasmania, and of the Rail-
ways Industry carried on by the 

RESERVE THIS NIGHT. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 11th, 1930. 

ANNUAL SMOKE SOCIAL 
Loco Hall, Victoria Street. 

North Melbourne. 

FIRST CLASS PROGRAMME. 

Come Along and Have an Enjoyable 
Night with Old Comrades. 

TICKETS 3/6. 
Obtainable from Executive Members. 



Full Arbitration Court Decision 
Concilliation Committees not properl y 

 Appcinted. 

Before His Honor Chief Judge Deth-
ridge, His Honor Judge Beeby, and 
His Honor Judge Drake-Brockman, 
Melbourne, Wednesday, August 27, 
1930. 

ing of such number of persons as he 
thinks proper, and with a Chairman 
appointed by him in accordance with 
sub-section 4 of that section. 
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The hearing of the applications for 
variations of existing awards by the 
Railways Commissioners of New 
South Wales and Victoria was com- 
menced before the Full Arbitration 
Court on August 27. 

Mr. R. G. Menzies, K.C., and Mr. 
Stanley Lewis appeared for the Rail- 
way Commissioners of New South 
Wales and Victoria. 

Mr. Menzies, K.C., submitted that 
the Court should proceed with the be  n,aring of the applications to vary 
tile existing awards, as it had not 
peen proven that Mr. J. J. Daley was b e  t  
autnorised to sign documents, as the it. 
Deputy of the Governor-General. 

Arising out of the objection taken You 
by Mr. Menzies, the following discus- of t 
Sion took place:— Com 

His Honor Chief Judge 	
judic 

ge Dethridge: Proc 
At any rate, the position is that M 	Gove 

Then on August 21, 1930, a Con-
ciliation Committee was appointed in 
pursuance of an application by one or 
more of the respondent Unions.  
(Copy of order produced.) ñ7 

The effect of Sections 33 and 34 ni operating on that appointment is Lo 
 take away the jurisdiction of the 

Court for the time being, and to hand 
the matter over to tins Conciliation Bu 
Committee for its consideration anu ba 
determination in the first instance. the 

Mr. Mooney supported 	
Ex 

Y pported the objection lik 
taxen by Mr. Fullagar. 	 pra 

tic 

Mr. Me nzies, K.C.: Anything could 

Mr. W. K. Fullagar appeared for 
the Australian Railways Union, Fede-
ration of Salaried Officers of Rail-
ways Commissioners, Australian 
Federated Union of Locomotive 
Enginemen and Railways Professional 
Officers of Australia. 

Mr. G. W. Mooney appeared for the 
New South Wales - Railways and 
Tramways Officers Association. 

Mr. Fullagar submitted that the 
Court had no jurisdiction to deal with 
the matter. The Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, 1930, which came 
into force on August 18, 1930, re-
pealed the old Section 24 of the 
principal Act, and enacted a new sec-
tion in its stead which, in substance, 
enabled the Governor-General to 
appoint for such period as he thinks 
fit, Conciliation Committees, consist- 

Stewart yesterday received from Mr. 
Knowles, Attorney-General's Depart- 
ment, a letter stating that the orders 
or appointments of the kind set out 
in enclosed documents had been made, 
and he informed me of that and sug- 
gested to me that I had no right to 
instruct in connection with Concilia- 
tion Committees at all; that they are 
outside my sphere altogether; but I 
suggested to him that it would be 
desirable for me to let the parties 
have copies, and he accordingly did. 
Speaking for myself at present, I 
think the Court should take it  

amounts to; and I do not think it is 
necessary that there should be any 
technical or formal proof of that 
transaction having been effected. The 
result of that transaction is a matter 
of arrangement. 

Mr. Menzies, K.C: I am not sug- gesting that my friend should bring 
along the original of this document. 
I have before me what is presumably 
a copy of the same thing, which seems 
to be signed by J. J. Daley, who is 
alleged to be the Deputy of the 

that 	r my friend ought to show that the is. 

His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge: 
know of no statute making any pr e- 
mption concerning the authority of 
r. Daley to act as Deputy to the 
overnor-General. Therefore, tech- 
cally, that should be proved. 

Mr. Menzies, K.C.: So I' submit. 

His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge: 
It I should say that this has pro- 
bly been done in accordance with 

ecutive 
ordinary practice of the Federal 

ely that Mr. 
Council. It 

Daley would startaa 
ctice of his own to meet this par- 

ular case. 

e 
 person 

 that authority has lso acted. 
am a little doubtful as to 

r we ought to assume that Mr. 
has been duly authorised by 

overnor-General to act as his 
in this matter. 

Mr. J. B. Tait appeared for the 
Tasmanian Railway Commissioner, 
as although summons had not yet 
been served upon the Unions, it was 
proposed to do so that day, and the 
applications would be substantially 
the same as those at present before 
the Court. 

Mr. P. Cherry announced that the 
South Australian Railways Commis-
sioner had decided to file applications 
for variations, and to be heard in 
these proceedings. 

done in a hurry. 

Ilis Honor Chief Judge Dethridge: 
hink, Mr. Fullagar, as the point has 
n raised, you had better consider 

r. Fullagar: 
 	direct r Honor's att attention to Set ion 	31 

he Acts Interpretation Act of the 
monwealth which provides that 
ial notice shall be taken of every 
lamation or Order by the 
rnor-General or by the Governor-

General in Council, made or purport-
ing to be made in pursuance of any 
Act or Imperial Act. And, with re-
gard to the signature of the Deputy 
of the Governor-General, I submit 
there was never a clearer case that 
all things had been rightly done. I 
submit that this is a clear case where 
the Court can presume that what has 
been done has been rightly done. 

His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge: 
If the Governor-General has power to 
appoint a Deputy for that purpose, I 
think the Court ought to presume that 
that power has been rightly exercised 
and th y* *w 

ns a under 
fact that a transaction such as is em- But I 
bodied in these documents was whethe 
carried through by the Executive Daley 
Council, whatever that transaction the G 

Deputy 



His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge: 
My learned brother Drake-Brockman 
tells me that a similar practice has 
been in existence in connection with 
the Federal Executive Council; and 
that being so, I think we ought to 
assume that it has been done here. 
At present, the Court is of this 
opinion, that, in view of the informa-
tion we now have concerning the prac-
tice of the Federal Executive Council, 
we ought to assume that Mr. Daley, 
as Vice-President of the Executive 
Council, has, in the course of exercis-
ing an ordinary practice, been 
authorised to sign as Deputy of the 
Governor-General. 

Mr. Menzies then submitted that 
the appointments were invalid, as the 
Governor-General had not named the 
Persons to constitute the Committee, 
or the Chairman of the Committee. 
A Committee cannot be appointed, 
and then subsequently appoint mem-
bers for that Committee. A Com-
ii ittee has no existence apart from 
having members. The Governor-
General could not appoint a Concilia-
tion Commissioner simply by saying 
—"I appoint a Conciliation Commis- 

Toner; I do not say who he is to be." 
t  o appoint a person answering a cer- 
'air' description necessarily means 

'oejecting some person who answers 
at description and making the ap- 
rntment in his favor. 

th
Mr• Menzies next objection was that 
e ppointment was in relation to 

entio ed i 
"Industrial 

 the  Railways Indu tr ," 
e j er 

as 
 the Act provided "A Con- 

in Committee may be appointed 
k elation to industrial disputes in 
Ro industry." The Committee can- 
tìet  be appointed to deal with par- - 

 so klar industrial  disputes  No. so and because the only 
 Power to deal l with  industrial 

Mr. Menzies, K.C.: You are only 
concerned with that in this sense, 
that the setting aside of those orders 
is not a mere matter of technique, 
but may be a matter of substance. 

His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge: 
I think myself the question as to 
whether this appointment is an effec-
tive appointment is a matter of very 
considerable importance in itself, for 
this reason: if it is a bad appointment 
certain consequences may flow which 
are undesirable. If we hold it is a 
bad appointment and wrongly so hold, 
and 

 a nullity.  e  Therefore, we have to rlc n- 
sider seriously whether it is a valid 
exercise of power. 

Mr. Menzies, K.C.: I mention that 
for this reason— 

His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge: 
We can see that your clients have the 
strongest interest, or may conceive 
that they have the strongest interest 
in fighting delay in dealing with their 
matters. But we are not concerned 
with that: that is all. 

Mr. Menzies, K.C.: I mentioned the 
matter for the reason that some ob-
servations have fallen from the mem-
bers of the Court about the possibility 
of these defects being all curable and 
that in those circumstances they 
should perhaps not be given much 
weight. The point we make is that 
the urgency of the application and 
its essential character must become 
obvious to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and that if the Commonwealth 
Government has to reconsider this 
matter and consider its action 

His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge: 
That is a matter we are not con-
cerned with, surely. 
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Mr. Menzies, K.C.: All the more 
seriously in view of the grave urgency 
of the matters with which the Court 
has to deal. 

His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge: 
I wish to make it clear that, as a 
Court, we must endeavour not to con-
cern ourselves with matters which we, 
as citizens, regard as being of vital 
importance. We are here as a Court, 
and not as citizens. 

Mr. Fullagar replied to the various 
arguments raised by Mr. Menzies, and 
stressed the fact that the Committees 
had been appointed, that Section 33 
comes into operation, and the Court 
should decline to deal further with 
these matters. 

His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge 
said the Court would consider the 
matter, as it was a very important 
one, and would receive the careful 
consideration of the Court. 

The Court adjourned to a date to 
be fixed. 

FRIDAY, 29th AUGUST, 1930. 
FULL COURT'S DECISION. 

On Friday, 29th August, the parties 
were called before the Full Court, 
when His Honor Chief Judge Deth-
ridge announced that the Court was 
unanimous in its opinion that the 
Committees had not been properly ap-
pointed, and as to the second ground 
upon which the Commissioners ob-
jection is based, it is not necessary 
to give a final decision, although, at 
present, he was inclined to say that 
the ground is not tenable, but as the 
remembers of the Court are unanimous 
in holding that the objection has been 
sustained on the first ground, it was 
not necessary to say any more as to 
the second objection. In view of the 
very special circumstances of the pre-
sent cases, the further hearing would 
be adjourned until 10th September. 

In a separate judgment, His Honor 
Judge Drake-Brockman and His 
Honor Judge Beeby concurred in the 
judgment of the Chief Judge, the 
final paragraph of their judgment 
reading:— 

"No committees having been pro-
perly constituted under the Act this 
Court is at liberty to proceed with the 
applications for variation of the 
Award in question. These applica-
tions, however, are not formal and 
will call for careful inquiry and in-
vestigation. Before the Court can 
conclude this inquiry properly con-
stituted Committees may be appointed. 
We, therefore, think that the Court 
should not immediately commence the 
hearing 

course 
 the 

p proposed by
and  

the
concur  
Chief Judge." 
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His Honor Judge Beeby: There is 
only one course for the Court to fol-
low, if you are going to press it, and 
that is to adjourn the matter in order 
to give the parties an opportunity of 
getting the Governor-General's signa-
ture. It is a very common practice 
in Executives, where the Governor-
General is not present, for the Vice-
President of the Executive Council to 
always sign the documents submitted 
to the Executive. 

Mr. Menzies, K.C.: Of course, we 
are by no means sure that the next 
Executive Council would do this thing 
and appoint these committees; so 
that arguments about the validity of 
the present appointment are, from 
our point of view, by no means a 
waste of time. 

disputes generally; if the numbers 
had been left out and there was 
merely a general appointment for 
Railway disputes it would be good. 

Mr. Menzies, K.C.: The prime ob-
jection I take is the objection to the 
appointment of the Committees. Upon 
that argument I desire to persist, if 
I may use that expression. I do not 
want Your Honours to think that 
this is a case in which some .barren 
technicality is being resorted to. It 
is not. This is a case in which ap-
plication is made by the Commis-
sioners on matters which are definitely 
vital to their finances and definitely 
essential to the carrying out of the 
financial bargains that have been 
made in the last few days. These are 
matters of urgency. 

His Honor Chief Judge Dethridge: 
Are we concerned with that as a 
Court? 
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Health Movement Arbitration Court Case 
Hearing of General Claim Postponed 

Indefinitely. 

Workers ' 

Union Affiliated With Melboune 
Industrial Clinic. 

Arrangements have been com-
pl_ted for affiliation with the Mel-
bourne Industrial Clinic, as a result 
of which all financial members, their 
families and dependants, are entitled 
to the benefits of the Clinic 

The Melbourn Industrial Clinic 
has been established for the purpose 
of improving the general health of 
the Unionist and his family, by sup-
plying the best professional Dental 
and Optical tr atment at reasonable 
fees, and is a striking example of 
what can be accomplished by the co-
op_ ration of the workers. 

The Clinic is located at 9 Bourke 
St., M .lbourne, near Spring St. The 
equipment is up to date and patients 
are attend:d only by fully qualified 
professional men. 

Authorisation cards may be ob-
tained from your Branch Secretary 
or from General Secretay, Loco  Hall, 

 who will be pleased to make your ap- 
pointment for treatment. 

MELBOURNE INDUSTRIAL 
CLINIC PRICE LIST. 

Optical Treatment. 

Correct Scientific Testing 
and First Quality Glasses, 
either Rimmed or Rim-
less, and case .. .. .. .. £1 

First Quality Gold-cased 
Rimless Pincenez Lenses, 
Ear Chain and Case . .. 1 

Shelltex Pincenez Frames 
(Dark or Light) Lenses 
and Case .. .. .. 

Shelltex Spectacles (Dark 
or Light) Lenses and 
Case .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 10 0 
Note. — Toric, Crooke's Tinted, 

Bifocal (double-sighted), or Specially 
Designed Glasses made to suit any 
requirement, 20 per cent. below rul- 
ing prices. 

All the above prices include correct 
scientific testing by Coles & Garrard, 
Bourke Street. 

0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 7 6 
0 7 6 

2 6 6 
£1 / 10/- 

1 tooth .. .. .. 
2 teeth .. .. .. 
3-4 	.. 	.. 	.. 
5-6 „ 	.. .. 	.. 
7-8 „ 	.. .. 	.. 

Complete Upper Set .. 
Lower Denture—X-Ray 

1 tooth .. •• 
2 teeth .. .. .. 
3-4 „ 	.. 	.. 	.. 

Mr. Carolan submitted a report to 
the Court, that at the Conference be-
tween the parties agreement had been 
reached upon two minor matters only. 

Mr. L. Barker, Rail Motor Driver, 
of Spencer Street, gave evidence on 
behalf of the Union for Rail Motor 
Drivers employed upon petrol electric 
cars, as these cars had been placed 
in commission since the general evi-
dence for Rail Motor Drivers had been 
placed before the Court. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Barker's 
evidence, Mr. Carolan made applica-
tion for one day's adjournment to 
enable him to prepare for the cross-
examination of Mr. Barker. The ap- 
plication was granted. 

On Thursday, 14th August, Mr. 
Barker was cross-examined by Mr. 

Carolan. 

The next witness was Mr. Tulley, 
Chief Roster Clerk, New South Wales, 
who gave evidence on behalf of the 
New South Wales Commissioners con-
cerning the method of rostering in 
that State. Mr. Tulley was cross -

examined by our advocate, Mr. A. S. 
Drakeford, M.L.A., and the Court ad' 
journed at 1 p.m. until Monday, 18th 
August. 

When the Court met on Monday' 
18th August, Mr. Drakeford made aP' 
plication for an adjournment upon 
the grounds that he had had served 
upon him applications for variation

s 

 of existing Award concerning varions  
matters of a most important nature

. 

 After discussion His Honor grante
d 

 the application for an adjournment od 

 the general case until Wednesday, Sae 
September, as the  Union had of 
application for the appointment  
Conciliation Committee under the Pt cv 

 visions of the amended Arbitration  

Act. 

On account of developments arising 
out of the application for the apPe i  ñd 
ment of Conciliation Committee, f or 
the Commissioner's applications nil 
variations being referred to the F ur 

 Court, as reported elsewhere, the here, 

ing of the general claim was nottberl 
sumed on Wednesday, 3rd Sep iii 
and it cannot be said when same 
be proceeded with. 

4 0 

'7 6 

1 9 0 

The hours of the Clinic are from 
9 a.m. till 6 p.m. (Saturdays ex-
cepted). Saturdays 9 a.m. till 1 p.m. 
For the convenience of workers who 
cannot attend during these hours, 
the Clinic is open till 9 p.m. on Mon-
day and Friday evenings. 

The Clinic has begin ratified by the 
Trades Hall Council and to ensure 
that those attending the Clinic re-
ceive proper treatment a Disputes 
Committee consisting of prominent 
members of Unions affiliated with 
the Trades Hall Council has been ap-
pointed to investigate any complaints 
from any patient who is dissatisfied 
with the treatment received at the 
Clinic. 

In past years the workers have 
secured benefits by collective effort 
in the establishment of Friendly So-
cieties which provide for medical at-
tention and medicine; Hospital Clubs 
for admission to various public hos-
pitals; Self Denial Funds for pay-
ment of a weekly allowance while on 
sick 1 ave, together with widows' 
benefits; also the Superannuation Act 
which provides for pension upon re-
tirement. 

The Industrial Clinic marks fur-
ther definite progress for safeguard-
ing the health of the Unionist and 
his family, as it embraces two very 
important factors—the care of the 
teeth and eyes by skilled professional 
men at reasonable rates. 

Although the Union has only been 
affiliat d for a short period, and the 
fact has not been generally known, 
those members who have alreEdy 
availed themselves of the services of 
the Dental Clinic speak most highly 
of the treatment received, and it is 
the earnest desire of the Executive 
that members patronise the Clinic, 	5-6 „ 
as it is only by a large number of 	5-6 „ 
Unionists attending that the greatly C'omnlete Lower Set, . 

DENTAL TREATMENT. 

Extractions (Painless)— 
First Tooth.. .. .. .. £0 0 9 

T Each ExtraTooth 	0 0 6 

Fillings— 
Gold (22 carat): 

Single Filling .. 
Double Filling .. 

Amalgam .. .. .. 
Porcelain .. .. .. 
Nerve Treatment 

Artificial Teeth— 
Upper or Lower 	. .. 

(Special Upper or Lower, 
extra.)  

Guarantee with all work. 
Bridge Work—Crowns—Coraline Den- 

tures—Prices on application. 
Also General Anaesthetics in Your 

Own Home or at the Surgeries. 
X-Ray Treatment. 

Upper Denture—X-Ray Photographs. 
s. d. 
3 6 
5 6 
9 0 

11 0 
13 0 
15 0 

Photographs. 
s. d. 
3 6 
5 6 
9 0 

11 0 
13 0 
15 0 

• 

1, kman was resumed in the Arbitration 

nCourt on Tuesday, 12th August. 

The hearing of our General Claim 
before His Honor Judge Drake-Brock- 
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Head Office Matters 
MATTERS FINALISED WITH MR. 

STAMP, SUPT. OF LOCO 
RUNNING. 

Driver Fouracre, North Melbourne; 
protest against caution and record 
for leaving portion of train in sec- 
tion, after stopping to drop brakes 
between Woodend and Macedon. 
Special investigation made by Mr. 

Hosking, Enginemen's Instructor, 
who reports that Driver could obtain 
a good view of side light of van 
soon after starting train from stop 
board. Consider Fouracre should have 
seen that rear portion of train was 
not following, although train pipe 
was closed when struck by coupling. 
Not prepared to remove caution and 

record. 

Protest from Seymour Branch against 
instructions issued that when train 
is standing in No. 3 Road at Locks-
ley and other stations that crossing 
lights have to be  shown on sta-
tionary train. 
Agree that lights may be mislead-

ing to Driver of approaching train. 
Instructions issued that No. 3 at these 
stations not considered a running road, 
so not necessary for crossing lights 
to be exhibited. - 

Petition from crews running ex-
press and passenger trains Dim-
boola, protesting against condition 
of engines employed upon this work. 

Instructions issued express crews 
to b^ supplied with regular engines 
which are to be kept for express and 
passenger running D.R.S.S. to be 

 written to and to notify Head Office 
of number of engines selected for 
this work. 

Request that standpipe be provided 
at Cudgewa rest house. 
Mr. Boodle, D.R.S.S., reports that 

there is a good supply of water in the 
tank at the rest house and the sup-
ply will be sufficient for require-
m-nts of crew during the summer. 
Do not consider expense of laying 
on water to rest house is justified. 
Question of new water supply for 
township is under consideration and 
if this is proceeded with, will then 
r-view question of having water laid 
on to rest house. 

Request that board near water crane 
at Koo-Wre-Rup be shifted further 
back from running road, as is dan-
gerous to Enginemen in present 
position. 
D.R.S.S. and Mr. Morganti have 

examined board and consider posi-
tion is satisfactory although they re-
port that there is no necessity for 
board. 

Request that d: finite schedule be  
issued for goods running Box Hill- 
Melbourne with electric locomotive. 
Tests now completed and running 

schedule approved and sent to Trans-
portation Branch to issue. 

Request that additional time be al-
lowed for lighting up engines at 
Daylesford. 
As desired, further tests have been 

conducted by Mr. Kennedy, Engine-
men's Instructor, who reports that 
the existing time allowances are 
sufficient. Not prepared to alter 
same. 

Protest from Ararat Drivers that, 
in future. Drivers are not to to 
issued with oil feeder, but are to 
use the oil feeder issued to the 
Firemen. 
This instruction has been issued as 

the Department has decided that the 
general practice is to be for the Fire-
man to have the oil feeder. In some 
depots the oil feeder has been issued 
to the Driver, some depots to the 
Fireman, and at some depots to both 
Driver and Fireman. In future, oil 
feeder to be issued to Fireman only. 

Driver Thornton, North Melbourne. 
report that water crane up end 
Koo-Wee-Rup was foul of line on 
two occasions. 
Matter in hand with Way and 

Works' Branch, who state that the 
crane has now been adjusted and not 
likely to be foul of running line in 
future. 

Protest against Rail Motor Driver 
McDonald having to run petrol 
electric car Melbourne to Kyneton 
and return without first having 
run over road. 
Reports show McDonald passed 

examination in roads and signals but 
had not been over road. Usual prac-
tice is for Mr. Osborne or Mr. Han-
kin to travel with Rail Motor Driver 
on first trip, but neither were avail-
able on this occasion Definite in-
struction issued that in future, Rail 
Motor Drivers must be accompanied 
on first trip over road. 

MATTERS FINALISED WITH Mr. 
DICKINSON. CHIEF CLERK, 

C.M.E.'s OFFICE. 

Acting Driver Smith. Seymour; claim 
to b paid driving rate whilst em-
ployed firing on account of filling 
full time driving position. 
Not prepared to grant claim as 

Smith was not transferred to Sey-
mour to fill full time driving position. 

Super Cleaner Quilligan, North Mel-
bourne, claim to be paid three 

hours cancelled shift on account of 
being stood down and not notified. 
Quilligan not working to regular 

roster, so should have made enquiries 
as to his next turn of duty as prior 
to this date he was not working full 
tim Not prepared to grant claim. 

Fireman Leonard, Casterton; pro-
test against application to have 
annual leave postponed (on ac-
count of ill health of wife), not 
being granted. 
Fireman Leonard has been notified 

that his leave can be held over until 
next year, and then take two years' 
leave when the relieving man is at 
Casterton This proposal has been 
accepted by Fireman Leonard. 

Driver McDonough and mate, North 
Melbourne; claim to be  paid 2/3 
for wasted food on account of 
Wallan rest job being cancelled 
after signing on duty 17/7/30. 
Claim to be granted as special 

case. 

Actg. Driver Corbett, Balmoral; 
claim to be paid driving rate and 
time credited for increment pur-
poses whilst employed firing from 
26/4/27, • date of transfer to Bal-
moral. 
Commissioners' ruling that pay-

ment is to operate three months from 
date of application cannot be de-
parted from in this case. Corbett 
made application 16/6/30, so is to re-
ceive driving rate and credit for in-
crement purposes from 16/3/30. 

Protest from Ballarat men against 
running of certain trains between 
Ballarat and Maryborough being 
given to Maryborough men, thus 
interfering with Ballarat rosters. 
Not prepared to alter arrange-

ments made as there were surplus 
men at Maryborough, and it was 
n-cessay to arrange for this work to 
bo given to Maryborough men to 
minimise payment of gratuity time. 
When traffic increases, will then con-
sider reverting to previous method 
of working 

Driv,  r A. Nichols, North Melbourne; 
complaint of delay in affecting re-
lief after arrival Melbourne Yard, 
Sunday morning, 26/7/30, as a re-
sult of which he was on duty 12 
hours. 
Matter investigated. No complaint 

• from Driver Nichols. Reports show 
that Nichols asked for r-lief upon 
arrival at stick. Crew was sent out 

but could not locate Nichols until 
engin^ arrived over pit. 

General protest against mis-fits, 
Electric Train Drivers' winter uni-
forms. 
Matter taken up with Chief Store-

keeper. also with contractor, as a re-

sult of which it is anticipated there 
will be no complaints in future. 

iz 
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Driver Collopy, Geelong, not yet paid 
suspension time on account of 
passing signal stop position Little 
River 4/7/30. 
Will arrange for pay sheet to be 

 forwarded to Geelong as Collopy has 
now retired from the service on 
account of failing in vision; he must 
be 
although gh D partment will not sbe able 
to deduct fine of £5 from Collopy. 

Driver Norris and Fireman Re-d, 
Bendigo, not yet paid time under 
suspension on account of passing 
signal stop position Sunshine 
15/7/30. 
Payment to be arranged with next 

pay. 

Cleaner Webster and Fireman 
France. North Melbourne. applica-
tions for positions at Rail Motor 
Drivers. 
Arrangements made for Webster 

and France to see Mr. Pugh to ascer-
tain if thcv have tha necessary quali-
fications for Rail Motor Drivers 

will revert to previous method of 
working, but position will be re- 
viewed monthly to see if it is neces- 
sary to have Cleaners who are avail- 
able for firing duty brought on at 
2 a.m. to avoid working excessive 
hours. 

Actg. Driver Black, North MeL 
bourne; request for ruling regard-
ing seniority in the event of being 
transfered to position of petrol 
electric driver and later desire to 
return to steam service. 
Black to be notified that there is 

no vacancy in Melbourne for petrol 
electric Driver at present, and if he 
accepts position, he must come off 
Enginemen's seniority list, and if he 
is returned to steam service, he must 
go at bottom of acting Drivers. 

Fitter's Assist. Kellow, Traralgon; 
application for retirement on ac-
count of ill health. 
Kcllow examined by R.M.O., and 

as R M.O. is not prepared to recom-
mend his retirement, his further ap-
plication has been forwarded to the 
Superannuation Board and taken as 
an appeal against decision of the De-
partment. 

Cleaner Qualtrough. Walhalla; appli-
cation to be  considered for running 
mail motor in the event of this 
work being transferred from Way 
and Works Branch. 
Matter taken up with Way and 

Works Branch, who state there is no 
intention of altering the present 
method of -working. 

Actg. Fireman Monument, Seymour; 
claim to be paid firing rate on ac-
count of junior man being utilised 
for firing duty 1/1/30. 

Petition from Actg. Drivers Dim-
boola, that no additional Drivers be 
transferred to Dimboola, and if ad-
ditional Drivers are transferred 
there, that they be junior to those 
already at Dimboola. 
Not proposed to transfer additional 

men to Dimboola at present. If neces-
sary to transfer additional Acting 
Drivers for busy season, will endea-
vour to arrange for junior men to be 
sent. 

Instructions not sent to Fitter-in-
Charge Dimboola, that Enginemen 
are not to be booked to travel Dim-
boola to Melbourne  and return for 
examination by R.M:O.in one day. 
Definite ruling now forwarded to 

Fitter-in- Charge and noted by him. 

Fireman Walsh, Dimboola; protest 
against having to come on duty 
with less than 12 hours' interval 
between shift, 21/7/30. 
Complaint investigated. 	Walsh 

could have been givr-n 12 hours inter-
val but he did not bring under notice 
that he would not have prescribed in-
terval when signing off duty. Action 
taken to prevent recurrence of com-
plaint. 

Rail Motor Driver Skurrie, Echuca; 
underpaid period ended 5/7/30. 
Time books checked Satisfied that 

Skurrie is underpaid quart-r of hour 
for 4/7/30, under payment to be  ad-
justed. 

Fireman McKinnon, Korumburra; ap-
plication to be permitted to resume 
duty as a Cleaner on account of 
being rff on sick leave. 
Aunlication granted upon under-

standino that McKinnon will only be 
'-' d Cl-aner's rate whilst employed 
^leaning. 

Pretest a-ainst instructions issued 
that Electric Loco Assistants are 
to b' signed off at North Mel-
bonrnn or Flinders St. instead of 
at Jol?mont. 
Tnstrnction applies only to North 

McP'onrne men temporarily utilised 
as Electric Loeo Assistants at Joli-
mont. Instructions cancelled until 
further enquiri-s are made as this 
was a suggestion submitted by Bet-
terment Board. 

Fireman Causer, Port Fairy; protest 
against application to have holi- 
days postponed on account of ill- 
ness of wife. not being granted. 
Causer notified that his holidays 

will be postponed until next year, 
when he can take two years' leave 
wh-n the relieving man is at Port 
Fairy. This suggestion acceptable to 
Causer. 

Protest against available Cleaners' 
shifts at North Melbou rne being 
altered from 1 a.m. to 2 a.m. 
In view of representations made, 

Further enquiries made. Monu-
ment was booked 3.40 a.m. firing, but 
the train was cancelled, so he was 
booked 5 a.m. cleaning. The Driver 
who was firing on the pilot was taken 
off for relief purposes at 110 a.m., 
so the senior Cleaner on duty at the 
time was utilised to fire on pilot. 
Not prepared to grant claim as junior 
man on pilot had been employed 
firing for more than two hours when 
Monument commenced duty. 

Rail Motor Driver Allan; claim for 
payment full transfer expenses 
when transferred to Geelong. 
Claim investigated. Allan paid 

correctly but as he had no furniture 
and obtained truck for transfer of 
motor car, he is now to be charged 
freight on car as motor car can only 
be transferred when there is room in 
truck which is required for household 
effects. 

Rail Motor Driver Allan,. Geelong; 
complaint of under-paid period 
ended 10/5/30 whilst attending sig-
nals class, North Melbourne. 
Matter inver`'gated. Satisfied that 

Allan has not been paid correctly. 
Adjustment to be made. 

Protest against Sup rr Cleaners at 
Mildura not receiving preference 
for work in Transportation Branch. 
Matter to be taken up with Trans- 

portation Branch, as Cleaners should 
receiv, preference for temporary 
work if competent 

Driver Gillies, Dimboola; protest 
against pass not being to hand at 
commencement of annual leave, 
and request that leave now com-
mence on the 18th August and pass 
be available to travel on 16th 
August. 
Request granted. Leave arranged 

and pass forwarded as desired. 

Request from Dimboola that em-
ployes wh m commencing annual 
leave finish duty not later than 7 
p m. the preceding day and that 
pass be forwarded four days prior 
to date of commencement of leave. 
Consider request a reasonable one, 

providing men are not working to a 
regular roster. Will have enquiries 
made as to practice in each depot, 
and if unable to issue general instruc- 
tion, will not interfere with any 
existing practice at the various 
depots that are of advantage to the 
men. 

Vacancies for two hostlers at Bal-
larat not yet filled. 
Not prepared to fill these vacancies 

as District Officers report that there 
is not full time work for two addi-
tional Hostlers at Ballarat. Con-
sider present method of utilising 
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Acting Drivers is more economical  
and provides additional work for En-
ginemen  

Request that room be provided for  
motor cycles Geelong, as Chairman  
of Commissioners on recent visit  
issued instructions that motor  
cycles must not be  left in bike  
room as it is too close to store.  
Not prepared to have special room  

built, but motor cycles can be left in  
lobby near office providing the num- 
ber is not sufficient to create a  

nuisance.  

Driver Finch and others, Ararat, pro- 
test against over-payment of ex- 
penses Serviceton rest job being  
deducted as from 19/2/30.  
Commissioners decided that crews  

on Serviceton rest job have been  
overpaid expenses. Over-payment  
not to be deducted restrospectively  
but to apply from date upon which  
men were notified.  

Driver F. Myers, North Melbourne;  
protest against no time allowed for  
lunch after running paper train  

Melbourne to Bendigo, and having  
to return attached to 7 a.m. up  
passenger train.  
Instructions issued that when Ben-

digo crew is travelling passenger on 
7 a.m up train, that Bendigo crew is 
to relieve Melbourne crew and run  
train to Ravenswood to permit Mel-
bourne crew to have lunch.  

MATTERS FINALISED WITH 
COMMISSIONERS' STAFF BOARD. 

Actg. Driver Hawkins, Geelong; 
claim to be  paid additional time 
when stabling "X" Class engines 
on acount of coal having to be  
shovelled on to bunker, as coal 
stage is too low to permit of en-
gine being coaled from coal bar-
rows. 
Have decided, as special case, extra 

payment to be allowed. Question of 
having coal barrows raised is in 
hand with Way and Works Branch. 

Electric Train Driver Hochkins; ap- 
plication refund of fares paid by  
daughter, Albury to Griffiths, on 
account of pass not being issued.  
Pass not issued as declaration was 

required — that daughter acted as  
housekeeper. Declaration now to 
hand and refund approved by N.S.W . 
Commissioners. 

Actg. Driver Smith, Seymour; claim 
to be paid driving rate whilst em-
ployed firing on account of filling 
full time driving position. 

Not prepared to interfere with  
C.M.E's decision as no definite evi-
dence that Smith was transferred to 
Seymour to fill full time driving 
Position.  Although Drivers have since 
been transferred from Seymour do 
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not consider that this would entitle 
Smith to be regarded as filling full 
time driving position. 

Electric Train Driver Dunstan; appli-
caton for final leave pass on ac-
count of not being able to make 
use of pass when retired December, 
1929.  
Instructions issued final leave pass  

to be issued.  

Electric Train Driver Drew and Kel-
lam, not being paid 4 hours when 
required to travel to places other  
than Altona on Saturday night to 
undertak 3 duty on Sundays, as  
these cases should be covered by  
interpretation given by His Honor, 
Judge Drake-Brockman in  the  
Altona case. 
Will take up with Branch, as to 

why payment has not been arranged,  
and if cases are similar to Altona, 
there should be no question of pay-
ment. 

Fireman Dorrington, North , Mel-
bourne; protest against only re-
ceiving half pay time lost, injuries 
received on duty. 
Matters now finalised, as injury 

occurred under running conditions 
Full pay now authorised all time lost 
20th to 28/6/30.  

Driver Cherry Orbost; delay in ar- 
ranging payment, time lost, owing 
to injuries received on duty. 
Reports show Cherry off duty 

2/7/30 to 29/7/30. Full pay recom-
mended by C.M.E and approved by 
Commissioners. 

Fireman Hinchcliffe, Seymour, pro-
test against not being permitted to 
resume duty on express work as 
six months on goods work as  
ordered by Board of Discipline has  
expired. 
Delay caused by C.M.E not sub-

mitting recommendation to Com-
mission-rs immediately six months 
had expired. Instructions now issued  
Hinchcliffe to resume duty on express 
and passenger work.  

THANKS. 

Sir,—Would you kindly permit me 
to extend my sincere thanks to the  
Dimboola railway men for the splen-
did assistance rendered to my wife 
and self during the months that I 
have been on sick leave. Everything  
possible was done to assist my wife 
and family and the knowledge of the 
practical sympathy was a great re-
lief, especially while I was in hos-
pital.—Yours fraternally, 

E. W. HOBDAY, Driver. 
Dimboola, 26/8/30. 
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AUSTRALIAN FEDERATED 
UNION OF LOCOMOTIVE 

ENGINEMEN. 

(Victorian Division.) 

GENERAL OFFICERS ANI) 
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 

FOR YEAR 1930. 

GENERAL OFFICERS. 

['resident: Mr. R. Matheson. 
Vice-President: Mr. J. Allan. 
Treasurer: Mr. N. V. Pout. 
General Seretary: Mr. W. C. H. 

Collins. 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS. 

North Melbourne. — Messrs. H. 
Devene, A. E. Dawson, R. Fitzgerald, 
L. Lynch, F. Myers, N. Pullar, F. T. 
Rolfe, W. T. Williames, W. Lewis, T. 
Dawson, W. Bishop. 

Jolimont. — Messrs. W. Glenn, D. 
Henderson, W. Regan, K. Shaw.  

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF  
BRANCH SECRETARIES FOR  

YEAR 1930: 

Ararat.—Mr. R. James, High-street. 
Ballarat. — Mr. W. Whitworth, 619  

Lyons-street. 
Bendigo.—Mr. V. Collins, Baylis-

street. 
Benalla.—Mr. B. Taylor, Mitchell -st.  
Central.—Mr. W. Lewis, 36 Sandown- 

road, Ascot Vale, W2.  
Colac.—Mr. C. c=oudy, Hart-street. 

 Dimboola. — Mr. T. Zock, Eller- 
man-st. 	 • 

Donald.—Mr. W. F. Allen, Wood-qt. 
Echuca.—Mr. E•. Mattsc  

75 Annesley-street. 

Geelong.—Mr. R. Ellis, 12 Isabella-st., 
Geelong West. 

Hamilton. — Mr. W Philpott, Sedg-
wick-st.  

Jolimont.—Mr. J. Crough, 27 Epsom- 
road, Kensington, W.1.  

Korumburra.—H. Boarder, Queen-st.  
Maryborough. — Mr. F. Bacon, 71  

Inkerman-street.  
Mildura.—Mr. E. J. Hyatt, Seventh 

Street. 
Seymour.—Mr. J. J. Vidler, Butler -st. 

Traralgun.—Mr. A. Lewis, Mabel -st.  
Wonthaggi.—Mr. J. M. Drummond, 

South Dudley-street.  
Wodonga.—Mr.. G. Lynch, Havelock- 

street.  
Warragul.—Mr. F. J. McKee, Peaes-

avenne.  
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Branch Reports 
ARARAT. — The monthly meet-

ing of this branch was held with a 
fair muster of members being present, 
the routine business being car-
ri d out. Several lengthy and at 
times heated discussions arose over 
various items. The hopeless position 
of the supernumerary cleaners was 
again debated, but as long as the 
present system existed for the train-
ing of future enginemen, nothing 
could be done. After discussion of 
several items for local conference the 
meeting closed somewhat earlier than 
usual.—F. A. EVANS. 

BALLARAT.—The monthly meet-
ing of the branch was held on Sun-
day, 10th August, at 2.30 p.m., a 
poor attendance of members being 
present, due no doubt to the wintry 
weather. We would like to see the 
firemen and cleaners take more in-
terest in the Union by coming along 
to the meeting once a month. A fair 
amount of correspondence was dealt 
with and a number of items were 
discussed for Annual Conference. 
This branch is of opinion that the 
Government should provide a certain 
amount of money from the unem-
ployed relief fund towards finding 
work in the Department for super-
cleaners who are standing down. If 
the Government would do this it 
would assist the Department to re-
tain th_ s rvices of trained men, who 
we hope will be required to assist 
in handling what at present promises 
to be a record harvest It was de-
cided to hold over until next meet-
ing th arrangements for the presen-
tation of retiring members' certifi-
cates. We were pleased to see that 
Comrade Wisby has been granted 
fí11 pay for time lost when injured. 
Work is very slack at this Depot, 
and more so since Maryborough 
crews have been doing the mixed 
r.:nning between Ballarat and Mary-
borough. This running, we are given 
to understand, has been given to 
Maryborough temporarily to assist 
that Depot to provide work for their 
crews. Super cleaners here are get-
ting very little work, and as most 
of the supers are married men with 
famili s, the outlook is anything but 
promising for them. Several items 
were listed for deputation to fore-
man. Me,..ting closed at 5 20 p.m. 

—J. COX. 

BENDIGO.—The monthly meeting 
of the Bendigo branch was held in 
Drivers' Room at 2.30 p.m. on the 
10th August, with Mr. R. Perkins in 
the chair There .was a fair atten-
dance of members, but there is still 
room for improvement. The news 
letter and correspondence were read  

and discussed, and this branch joins 
in with its indignation at the manner 
in which our representations are re-
ceived by the Labor Minister of Rail-
ways in regard to the super 
cleaners, who are only working two 
days a fortnight. These men are 
trained men and should be  given 
some consideration, with the pros-
pect of the coming harvest, when 
their service will be required on the 
footplate. The meeting adjourned 
for one minute's silence in sympathy 
with Comrade J. Pollock, who suf-
fered bereavement in the loss of a 
sister. The meeting closed at 4.30 
p.m —V.A COLLINS'. 

BENALLA. — The ordinary meet-
ing of the branch was responsible for 
a large attendance on Sunday, 10th 
August, at the institute's room. Cor-
respondence was read, also news let-
ter, and were listened to with much 
interest, especially that portion 
where the driver did not have a pro-
per understanding with the guard. 
A notice of motion dealing with pro-
posed alteration of time of monthly 
meeting from 10 a.m. to 2.30 p.m 
was lost on a show of hands. One 
matter that caused a good deal of 
discussion was the proposed transfer 
of two of our members on account 
of conscientious objections to Sunday 
work, arising from a complaint by 
another member having to do an ex-
tra Sunday job. It was the opinion 
of the meeting that they were not 
desirous of having any transfers 
affected but would welcome some 
method of overcoming the difficulty, 
and with that object in view sev.. ral 
members were appointed to sit in 
conference with the two members 
concerned, also foreman and D.R.S S., 
and, if possible, have the matter 
amicably settled. There is a big 
holiday list here and that, together 
with a slight increase of traffic, has 
been r sponsible for a little extra 
work to be handed out to the supers, 
and we hope that in the near future 
that it will not be a case of supers 
looking for work, but that work will 
be looking for supers. Quite a big 
list was compiled for investigation 
by the foreman. and our secretary 
and chairman. We are pleased to 
know that "Ned" Byrnes and "Dick" 
Stevens are slowly recovering from 
their serious illness, and we hope to 
have them amongst us soon. There 
being no further business, the meet-
ing terminated at 12.30 p.m.—F. A. 
CROUCHER. 

BENALLA. — There was a very 
good attendance at the special meet 
ting held in the institute room on 
Sunday, 19th July, Comrade McMil- 

lan presiding. The object was to 
make presentations to ex-Driver 
Nichols and past chairman McKis-
sock, and for that purpose advantage 
was taken of having a visit from Mr. 
Pout, a member of the Executive. 
Mr. Pout addressed the meeting for 
a considerable time, and although 
claiming himself a novice, gave a 
very interesting and instructive ad-
dress. In the opinion of the meet-
ing he is well beyond the novice 
stage, and we hope perhaps at some 
later date to have the pleasure of 
having him amongst us again. Mr. 
Pout dealt with the financial position 
of the Union, which is very satisfac-
tory, it being one of the few buoyant 
unions at the present, due in many 
respects to the foresight of the 
pioneers, also to efficient manage-
ment from time to time. He also 
referred to recent deputations to the 
Minister for Railways in regard to 
work for supers standing down, the 
Superannuation Act, and several un-
fortunate accidents that have recent-
ly occurred, pointing out the neces-
sity of the Union and also the obli-
gations that each and all of us have 
to insure protection. At the con-
clusion of his address he was called 
upon to present ex-Driver Nichols 
with a retiring member's certificate. 
He spoke of the good work done by 
Comrade Nichols whilst acting as 
secretary, and who unfortunately 
failed in color sense and has since 
been superannuated He also men-
tioned that an official position calls 
for much time and work; therefore 
is was the duty of each member to 
assist in making his duties lighter. 
Comrade McKissock was then pre-
sented with a past chairman's certi-
ficate, and was congratulated on the 
interest he had taken in the branch, 
and we hope that although not 
holding any official position that his 
interest in the branch will continue. 
Comrade Nichols and Comrade Mc-
Kissock suitably responded. Several 
questions were asked Mr. Pout, and 
he answered all satisfactorily. At 
th- conclusion of the meeting, Com-
rade Reynolds moved a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Pout for sacrificing his week-
end to be amongst them, and also 
for his very fine address, and hoped 
to have the pleasure of anoth-r visit. 
This was seconded by Comrade Wit-
tingslow and carried with acclama-
tion, and the meeting closed at 5.30 
p.m.—F. A.. CROUCHER. 

ECHUCA.—The monthly meeting 
of the Echuca Branch was held in 
th' drivers' room on "Sunday, August 
10th, at 10.30 a.m. Comrade Ryan 
presided over a good attendance of 
members. The minutes of the pre-
vious meeting were read and con-
firm d. Correspondence was read 
and received. The news letter was 
read and listened to with the usual 
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amount of interest. We are very 
pleas _d to see that some complaints 
of members of this branch have 
been settled to the satisfaction of 
the men concerned The members 
pres nt expressed great satisfaction  
with the Industrial Clinic, which will 
be of great benefit to a member and 
his dependants. Things are still very 
quiet in our district, super cleaners 
working half time, but with the good 
rains we have had this last month we 
are all living in hope of better times 
to come. The meeting closed at 12.15 
p.m.—A. E. MATTHEWS. 

GEELONG.—The ordinary month-
ly meeting of the Geelong Branch 
was held in drivers' rooms at 2.30 
p.m. on August 10th, Mr. Fuller pre-
siding over a fair attendance. The  
news letter was read out and con-
tained some interesting reading, 
which was listened to with interest 
by all present. Quite a lot of busi-
ness was dealt with, and a number 
of items listed for Depot foreman, 
one of them being a request for good 
coal, particularly for passenger 
trains. We consider it high time 
good coal was supplied for this work. 
On meeting Mr. Dillon he considered 
that it was a fair request, and stated 
that he would see what could be done 
on his return to Melbourne. Work 
is still very slack at this Depot, and 
now married supers, as well as single 
men, are standing down, and it 
makes one wonder how they are get-
ting on, particularly those with 
families. It has been decided to hold 
our smoke social later in the year, 
when with better weather and plenty 
of work for all, there should be a 
large attendance at same. A couple 
of items were listed for the agenda 
paper. The meeting terminated at 
5 45 p.m.—R. ELLIS. 

JOLIMONT.—The Joliment Branch 
held its ordinary meeting in the Loco  
Hall on Sunday, August 10th, at 
10.30 a.m. Mr. ,A. A. Pout was in 
the chair. Minutes of previous meet-
ing were read and confirmed. Aris-
ing out of the minutes was the ques-
tion of the Sunday time and the Ros-
ter rotation, The secretary explained 
re these items and a discussion took  
place on the question of having some 
Saturdays booked off. It was point-
ed out that there was only one Satur-
day booked off on the B Roster, and  
after discussion the meeting decided 
that this branch requests the Execu-
tive to endeavor to have the E.T.  
Drivers' Roster ready at least two 
weeks before the said roster comes 
into operation sous to give the roster  
committee sufficient time to go into 
the matter and prepare a rotation  
suitable to the men. Correspon-
dence.—Letters were read from the 
following: From Mrs. J. J. O'Regan, 
thanking the members for floral 
tribute, kindness and sympathy in  

her recent sad bereavp-_:,nt; also let-
ters of thanks from the secretary of  
M lbourne Hospital and the Mother  
Rectress, St Vincent's Hospital, for 
donations of ten pounds. From the 
Divisional Secretary re the con-
ference as ordered by Judge Drake  
Brockman; also re price lists and ap-
pointment cards for the Melbourne 
Industrial Clinic, with which the 
Union has become affiliated; also 
agenda paper for 1930 Conference,  
containing proposed alteration to  
rules, and bringing under notice the 
sending along of general items for 
agenda paper for 1930 Annual Con-
ference; also letter notifying the 
branch that smoke night was to be 
held on Saturday night during An-
nual Confer.nce, October 11th, 1930;  
also letter requesting a complete list 
of members who did not pay the 
Timbers Workers' Levy. The meet-
ing then directed Annual Conference 
delegates upon the proposed altera-
tion to rules. One item was sent to 
Executive for consideration by An-
nual Conference. General Business.—
Complaints were made that the De-
partment was sometimes very slow 
in bringing out fogmen in heavy 
fogs. This entails a heavy strain 
on the drivers, and the meeting de-
cided to send this complaint on to 
the Executive with the view of hav-
ing the matter attended to. Other  
items of general business were dealt 
with and the meeting closed at 1 
p m —J. CROUGH. 

KORUMBURRA. — Usual monthly 
meeting was held on Sunday, August 
10th, in the class room at 10.30 a.m. 
There was a good attendance with 
Comrade Madder in the chair. The 
minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and confirmed, and corres-
pondence read, discussed and dealt  
with. General business was plenti-
ful and argumentive, with a few 
items for the Depot foreman and the 
D.R.S S. to attend to. The threatened  
invasion of the petrol electric has 
not yet eventuated, and rumors are 
rumors until it arrives and survives. 
Business has slackened off here, with 
the result that a few of the supers  
are on the S.D. list instead of the  
£ s. d. list. Hoping for a brighter 
future, the meeting closed at 12.15  
p m.—H. BOARDER. 

MILDURA.—The ordinary month-
ly meeting of the Mildura Branch 
was held in the drivers' room on 
Sunday, August 10th, at 10 30 a.m. 
Comrade G. Johnson presided over a 
fair attendance of members, only the  
few usual lag-behinds being con-
spicuous by their absence. The news 
letter and correspondence were lis-
tended to with great interest, and a 
couple of items were forwarded for 
discussion at next Annual Con-
ference. A motion of appreciation  

was placed on the minute book for  
the satisfactory manner in which the 
Executive officers have had several 
items dealt with from this branch. 
Traffic has eased off considerably,  
with the result that the supers have  
to pay the penalty by standing down  
on account of no work offering. How-
ever, there is every prospect of a  
record s_ason in sight, when it is to  
be hoped that our supers will not 
only receive full time, but be re-
warded with that which is due to 
them, by becoming permanent em-
ployLs of the State's biggest under-
taking. Sorrow was expressed at 
the compulsory retirement from the 
Service of our young and efficient 
branch secretary, Comrade Ken  
Moore, who has failed in color sense, 
and unfortunately Comrade Moore, 
being one of the supers, has been  
forced amongst the ranks of the un-
employed without any benefits ob-
tained under the Superannuation Act. 
At the conclusion of the meeting a 
large number of Railway employes 
gathered together to bid au revoir  
to Comrade Moore and to mark their 
appreciation of him by presenting 
him with a gold Omega watch, suit-
ably inscribed. This branch extends 
to Comrade Moore their heartfelt 
thanks for splendid services ren-
dered, and wishes him every success  
for his future.—E. J. HYATT. 

MARYBOROUGH. — The ordinary 
monthly meeting was held in the 
Workers' Hall on Sunday, August 
10th, at 2.30 p.m. The chairman, 
Comrade W. Rampling, presided over 
a fair attendance. Correspondence  
caused a good deal of discussion, and  
the matter of a pound relief day has 
been left to the committee to ar-
range. Alteration to rules has also 
been left to be finally dealt with at 
September meeting. There is not 
much traffic and Maryborough, like 
other Depots, is unable to find work 
for the supers. The reply of District  
Officers to deputation was made 
known to the meeting, and a further 
list of items has been drawn up for 
attention. The slackness in traffic 
has been the means of the Mary-
borough V.R.I. Engine Working 
and Westing)iouse Brake Instructor, 
in the person of Mr. T. Ellis, being 
transferred to Ballarat, and although 
Tom was not regular in attendance 
at his Union meetings, he could be re-
lied on not to break down any union 
principles, and was held in high es-
teem by all. The enginem n in 
general, and the V.R I. class in par-
ticular, will miss Tom, and all wish 
him good luck in his new location. 
The position of class instructor is 
usually advertised in the Weekly No-
tice, but in this instance this has not 
been done, and members generally 
are at a loss to understand what pro-
cedure is being adopted to fill the 
vacancy. The splendid rains that  
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have fallen throughout this district  
have put great hope into all, and a  
record harvest seems probable, and  
although the passenger traffic has  
eased to such an extent as to take  
the costly Pulman cars out of run-
ning, it seems that with the prospect  
of a good harvest it will give the  
other costly vehicles — the 40-ton  
trucks—a bit of a go for their money.  
The Southern coal has almost van-
ished, and the stage has a fine supply  
of E A., which is much appreciated  
by all.—F. CHAMBERLAIN.  

WODONGA. — The usual monthly  
meeting of the Wodonga Branch of  
the A F.U.L E. was held in the  
guarcs' room at 11 a.m on Sunday,  
August 10th, Comrade E. Fitzpatrick  
presiding over a record attendance.  
The minutes of the previous meeting  
were read and confirmed and all busi-
ness arising out of same satisfac-
torily dealt with Th news letter was  
listened to with the usual amount of  
interest. General business was then  
brought along. There 'were a fair 
amount of local grievances and a few  
items were listed for the D.R.S.S. 
Since our last meeting two new p_r-
manent cleaners have been trans-
ferred to Wodonga These two lads  
were given a h_arty welcome at our  
meeting, although their transfer has  
caused another stir amongst our  
supernumerary lads. It is very hard  
to see good men stood down for no  
fault of their own. In our last  
branch report wa were sorry to have  
to state that Comrade H. Stevenson  
had suffered a run of bad luck. We  
are now able to report that he is out  
of hospital and is slowly on the  
mend. We all join in wishing him  
a speedy r turn to his work. Mem-
bers were very pleased with the step  
taken .  with the introduction of an  
Industrial Clinic, which should prove  
a great boon to our members requir-
ing D-ntal and Optical treatment  
As there was nothing further, our  
chairman then declared the meeting  
closed, at 12.45 p.m.—G. H LYNCH  

CENTRAL.—The eighth ordinary  
meeting was held on Sunday, August  
10th, Chairman T. Dawson presiding  
over the largest attendance of mem-
bers for this year. The cost of living  
figures for quarter ending June 30th, 

 

showing a reduction of 2d. per day,  
was discussed and adversely criti-
cised. The conferenc , between repre-
sentatives of Federation and Com-
missioner ordered by Judge Drake-
Brockman was abortive, as every in-
telligent member of our organization  
imagined it would be, as the time has  
not yet arrived when the lion and the  
lamb will lay down together; and  
from subsequent claims of Victorian  
Commissioners it appears as if they  
want the lion to lay down with the  
lamb inside him. The drastic reduc-
tions sought in our wages should be  
fought strenuously and our slogan 

 

should be "no reduction in our  
wages." It is remarkable how every- 
body thinks what a good job a rail- 
way man has at present, but in the  
past "boom" times when the outside  
worker was • earning substantial  
wages, nobody wanted a railway  
man's job. A number of members  
are contemplating learning the driv-
ing and mechanism of internal com-
bustion engines with the object of  
transferring to rail motors. It is re-
gretted that seniority is not con-
served on these jobs as they should  
be Loco men's jobs, and whilst pre-
f, r nce is given in selection of men  
to Loco men, it is unjust that they  
should lose their seniority, which  
does militate against a number of  
men seeking these positions. En-
deavors are being made to have a  
light placed at crane at "up" end of 

 

Koo-Wee-Kup Station. All super-
numerary Cleaners are standing 

 

down at North Melbourne, and it  
does not appear as if much work will  
b, offering in the near future. A  
number of these men are in distress,  
and collections and Pound Days are  
being arranged to try and alleviate 

 the distress. It seems strange that  
with a Labor Government in the  
Federal arena and a Labor Govern-
ment in the State of Victoria, that  
men, women and children are want-
ing sustenance, and right thinking  
people are beginning to think that  
there is a higher tribune than the  
Government who control the nation's  
affairs, and that government, whether  
Conservative, Liberal, or Labor, must  
obey the dictates of the financiers.  
Attempts have been made to have  
straight-air brakes fitted to all Pilot  
engines, but the request has been re-
fus _d for economy reasons. We are  
pleased to report that the 2 a.m. shift  
for Available Cleaners has been  
altered to i a m., as it was originally.  
The question of Senior Firemen be-
ing grant d one month's day shift  
prior to sitting for examination for  
position of Driver will be discussed  
oy Branch bfore being acceded to on  
account of dissatisfaction existing 
over the allotting of jobs in the last 
instance. The action of Branch 
Cfficers in obtaining one month's day 
shift for last batch was endorsed by  
Branch. It was decided at next Local  
Conference to ask that side curtains  
he supplied to engine that runs the 
Werribee rest job. "That 10 minutes 
b ' allowed for engines going around 
the loop line after being prepared 
and failing request being granted,  
that a test be made as to how long 
it takes for an engine to go around  
the loop " Complaints w re made 
that Drivers when available have to 
report back to Control-Clerk after  
hostling an engine, and if time 
allowed has been exceeded are asked  
to explain reason of delay. After 
the system of reporting to Foremen 
if blocked had been explained it was  
generally agreed that the system in 
operation was the best obtainable,  
and it was the duty of men to carry 

out the instructions issued, and they  
would not be held to blame for any 
extra time taken. At this stage 
members stood in silence for one 
minute out of respect to the memory 
of our late  Comrade, Crane-Driver 
T. W. Grimwood of Newport. General 
Secretary stated that the legal affairs 
were being looked after by our  
organisation. The system of Depart-
ment deliberately paying men "dead 
time" to make up the guaranteed 
p_riod of 96 hours was discussed, and 

 

it was generally agreed that the De-
partment are adopting these tactics 
to obtain evidence to combat our 

 

claim for a continuance of the  
guaranteed period—W. LEWIS. 

BENDIGO. — The annual Smoke 
Social of the Bendigo Branch was 

 

held on 19th July. The function was 
well attended, and we had the plea-
sure of having with us, the Divisional 
Secretary, Mr. C. Collins, who gave 
a very interesting and instructive 
address on the work of the Union, 
and the present industrial position. 
Three of our comrades have retired—
Messrs. D. Anderson, M. Killeen and 
T. Watt. Comrades Anderson and 
Killeen have reached the retiring age, 
and Comrade Watt failed in vision 
examination Presentations were 
mad e to Comrades Anderson and 
Watt—retired member's certificate 
and gold emblem to Comrade Ander-
son, and travelling rug and gold 
emblem to Comrade Watt, who had 
not been a member of the Union long 
enough to entitle him to a certificate. 
Comrade Killen was unable to be 
present at the social but he has since  
received a retired member's certifi-
cate and gold emblem as a "farewell" 
token from the Bendigo Branch. The 
Railways Institute Choir supplied a 
musical programme which was very 
enjoyable, and appreciated by all. 
On Sunday, 20th July, a special meet-
ing of the Branch was held to  
enable Mr. Collins, General Secre-
tary, to address members upon the  
g neral work of the Union. The 
meeting was well attended, and we 
were pleased to have with us the  
Melbourne crew, who wer» waiting 
to return with the evening train.  
The address by Mr. Collins was ap-
preciated by all. as he clearly ex-
plained Arbitration Court proceed-
ings, deputations to Commissioners 
and Minister of Railways, as well as 
the financial position of the Union.—
V. A COLLINS. 

To the Editor of "Footplate." 
Dear Sir,—Will you kindly grant 

me a small space in the columns of 
the "Footplate" to thank all of thoso 
members of the A.F.U.L.E., the 
A R U., and Executive Members and 
others for the valuable assistance  
rendered to myself, wife and family 
during my term in hospital.—I am, 
yours fraternally, 

H. STEVENSON.  
Wodonga, August 12th, 1930. 
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Tasmanian Division 
ANNUAL ELECTION OF 

OFFICERS. 

The following is extracted from 
report of Returning Officer presented 
to Annual Meeting on August 24th, 
1930:— 

Mr. F. Shaw, elected President; 
Mr. T. Bagley, Vice-President; Mr. 
E M. Cunningham, Divisional Secre-
tary; Mr. R. Stephens, Trustee (other 
trustees ar3 Messrs. D. J. Jones and 
H. D. Martin); Mr. C. Cassidy, Trea-
surer; Mr. M Wise, Auditor (other 
Auditor is Mr. W. Fisher) ; Mr. H. 
newer, Central Branch Secretary. 

Messrs. G. F. Burke, C. H. Mitchell, 
T, Murphy, E. J. Robinson, F. Burge, 
R. Wright were elected Executive 
Officers. 

Mr E. Nolan was elected Southern 
Branch Secretary. 

Messrs. F. Shaw, H. C. Barnard, 
F. Johnson, H. Hope, and F. McDer-
mott were elected as Delegates to 
Trades Hall (one position to fill for 
Launceston Trades Hall Delegate). 

Messrs. F. Shaw and H. C. Bar-
nard were elected delegates to A.L.P. 
(one position to fill Launceston and 
three for Hobart). 

Mr. H. C. Barnard was elected 
delegate to Eight Hours' Committee 
(one position to fill in Hobart). 

Mr. F. McDermott was elected Sou-
thern Branch Chairman; Mr. T. 
Chugg, Southern Assistant Secre-
tary; Mr. W. Bynon, Devonport 
branch Secretary; Mr. C. Briggs, 
Devonport Branch Chairman; Mr. J. 
Riggs, Devonport Branch Vice Chair-
man; Mr. C. Digney, Devonport Dele-
gate to Annual Meeting. 

Brief particulars of some of the 
voting results are as follows:— 

Divisional Secretary.—H. C. Bar-
nard, 68; E. M. Cunningham, 151; 
Informal, 8. Total, 227 votes. 

Executive Members Central (quota 
45 ).—C. H. Mitchell (elected 1st 
Count), 65; G. F. Burke (elected 1st 
Qount), 61; L. Robinson (elected 2nd 
Count), 54; T. Murphy (elected 6th 
count), 50; 0. Pears (excluded 3rd 
count), 4; E. Hodgkinson (excluded 
4th count), 18; J. Towns (excluded 
6th count), 35. 

Executive Members (Hobart).— F. 
,urge  (elected 5th count), '75; R. 

right (elected 5th count), 70; W. 
Monday (elected 5th count), 69; in- 

1Ormal, 13; R. Tremayne (excluded. 
J. McNamee 

 2 d count), 25; J.  Boyd (excluded 3rd c °unt), 29; F. Johnson (excluded 4th 
°unt), 39 .  

Hobart Delegates to Trades Hall.—
F. McDermott (elected 1st count), 
39; H. Hope (elected 1st count), 19; 
F. Johnson (elected 2nd count); R. 
Tremayne, 10; J. Walters, 3; infor-
mal, 2. 

Southern Chairman. — F. McDer-
mott, 53; L. Nicholls, 15; informal, 
3. 

Devonport Secretary.—W. Bynon, 
15; A. J. Ryan, 9. 

Devonport Chairman.—C. Briggs, 
13; C. Digney, 10; informal, 1. 

: o: 

REPORT OF DEPUTATION TO 

CHIEF MECHANICAL ENGINEER 

AT LAUNCESTON, 19/8/30. 

Union Representatives, Messrs. 
Shaw and Cunningham, waited on 
the Chief Mechanical Engineer at 
Launceston on August 18th, and the 
following is a brief summary of pro-
ceedings:— 

Re Case of Classification of Fire-
man L. Nicholls.—C.M.E. ruled he 
could not alter the previous decisions 
given. The member had been off the 
Classification and it would be with-
out precedent and altogether apart 
from the practice of years to allow 
credit for promotion purposes for 
time worked while not on the Classi-
fication sheet. 

Re the Classification of Cleaner 
Wallace. — The Commissioner had 
power to make appointment per-
manent and the member concerned 
by being given his present position 
on the Classification had only been 
treated the same as all other em-
ployes, for years past, that is he had 
been given credit for his unbroken 
casual or temporary services as 
cleaner when finally permanently 
appointed. 

Wynyard and Parattah Mattresses. 
—Have now been renewed where re-
quired. 

Camp Fitzgerald.—Camp from St. 
Mary's had been supplied. 

Seymour Coal. — C M. Engineer 
stated it was never intended for Sey-
mour coal to take the place of New-
castle coal, i e., giving a percentage 
of it with other native coal in place 
of Newcastle coal. He would enquire 
into the complaint re such being done 
for it should not happen. 

Engine Repairs, "M2". — Would 
enquire re the complaints that engine 
was now steaming worse and using 
more water than when she went into 
shop for valve attention. 

"T219."—Had been replaced at St. 
Mary's by "23CC," and probably 
trouble re front blockages in water 
ways would be overcome now engine 
was being washed out where water 
pressure was greater than at St. 
Mary's. The boiler would in due 
course be internally examined when 
she went into the shops. 

Condition of Round House, Laun-
ceston. — Was being taken up with 
the Commissioner as it was not a 
matter of patches but practically half 
the roofing required renewing. 

N.C. Coal Het-ricks and Deloraine. 
—C.M. Engineer submitted figures 
showing that generally speaking 
country stations received more than 
the allotted percentage Did not think 
Deloraine required Newcastle even 
though some had been forwarded 
there. It was a necessity to use the 
local product where possible, and it 
was possible at Deloraine. Re Her-
ricks supply he thought a better 
claim existed for consideration and 
would go into the matter to see what 
was reasonable to forward. 

Lights Launceston Loco Yard. —  
C M. Engineer promised to enquire 
why existing lights near coal stage 
were not operating and have them at-
tended to. 

Excessive Hours.—Hours on Fin-
gal Line were exceeded by one driver 
but not by others. Reason given for 
late running was defective engine 
"T219." 

Main Line Nos. 7 and 68 were un-
der consideration for amendment to 
enable relief to be provided and re-
duce shunting at Western Junction. 

Matter of Hours at Deloraine had 
been taken up and engine was now 
being released more quickly after ar-
rival, and instructions had been is-
sued not to increase hours to the 
other crew beyond Award by using 
them for banking. 

North Eastern No. 5 and 6 had 
improved as result of action taken 
and Award was not being broken, 
and further alterations were now 
contemplated. 

Hobart Quarters.—Kettle had been 
supplied. Records were being shifted 
from the  other room and this would 
take about ten days. Necessary fur-
niture had been supplied and would 
be installed as soon as the room was 
ready for occupation. 
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Fireman F. Mason.—The request 
for consideration of cause of illness 
had been considered and the Com-
missioner could not accede to the 
Union's request. 

Fireman Sturzaker Rates. — C.M. 
Engineer could not recommend in-
creased or retrospective rating. Case 
was similar to Fireman Brewer. Both 
jailed in examination even though 
Fireman Sturzaker had since passed, 
but since he had passed it did not 
appear likely he would be required 
for driving for at least another 12 
months, and therefore he could not 
recommend payment of minimum 
driver's rate. 

Sunday Evening Servie.' Crews, 
Launceston.—He would discuss the 
matter with Foreman to have the 

st practice restored of three regu-
lar senior men being allotted to this 
work during the winter months when 
it was not done by regular express 
crews. 

Cleaning Devonport. — He would 
enquire into cleaning staff at Devon-
port while there this week. 

E. M. CUNNINGHAM, 
Divisional Secretary. 

	:o: 	 
Thanks ! 

The Secretary of Charity Day and 
Wattle League Committee (Mr. 
Clark, 16 Laura Street, Launceston) 
desires on behalf of his committee to 
convey thanks and their sincere 
appreciation to members for their 
continued support to their efforts in 
the cause of charity. 

To Mr. E. M Cunningham, Divisional 
Secretary A.F.0 L.E., Tasmania: 
Dear Comrade,—Will you please 

accept my thanks for your able assis-
tance in helping me to gain my cor-
rect position on the Classification 
sheet.—Yours sincerely, 

V. E. RICHARDSON. 
10 Windsor St., Launceston, '7/7/30. 

Dear Comrade,—I am sending you 
a few lines to let you know that I 
have received payment of £6 2/, the 
amount due to me for driver in 
charge when on long service leave 
before being retired from the Ser-
vice. I wish to thank you sincerely 
for putting me in the way to get it 
otherwise I should never have got it 
It is only another instance of the 
good work the Association is doing 
for its members, and I hope it will 
be able to carry on the good work 
it has been doing in the past. Thank-
ing you once again. Kind regards to  

all comrades, and accept best wishes 
from, yours sincerely, 

C. WELLER. 
(Ex-driver in charge). 

62 Forbes St., W. Devonport, 23/7/30. 

:o: 

SOCIAL MATTERS. 

The Secretary of the Social Club 
(Mr. H. Brewer) has reported and 
submitted balance sheet in connec-
tion with presentations made to re-
tiring members as follows:—"Pre-
sentations to Messrs. Monkhouse, 
Denham and Standaloft were made 
at Launceston on July 12th. The 
presentation to each member was 
carried out by Mr. T. Bagley (Vice-
President), who with other members 
present referred to the good and 
lengthy service on the footplate and 
in Union membership of each of the 
guests." 

:o: 

STRUCK BY TRAIN. 

Triabunna Resident's Death. 

Evidence at Inquest 

The inquest on the body of Percival 
William Innis was concluded recently 
before the Coroner (Mr. G. Crosby 
Gilmore) at the Hobart Police Court. 
The deceased, who was aged 63 years, 
and resided at Triabunna, received 
fatal injuries on July 31, when he 
was struck by the 6.20 p.m. train 
from Hobart opposite Government 
House. 

Inspector Hughes represented the 
police, and Mr. F Burge appeared on 
behalf of the Enginedrivers' and 
Firemen's Union. 

Senior Constable Williams stated 
that he inspected the scene of the ac-
cident under similar conditions to 
those when the accident happened. 
He travelled on an engine with the 
same crew, and he could see that if 
a person was leaning against the 
bank of the cutting he would be safe. 
In his opinion, however, a train pass-
ing through the cutting would cause 
a draught that would draw an object 
towards the train Vision at the left 
in daylight was limited to about 10 
to 15 yards, and at night it was les-
sened. After his investigations he 
could only commend the fireman for 
seeing the man at all,  and he sub-
mitted that the engine crew had no 
possible hope of stopping the train 
in time to avoid a collision. 

Accidental Death. 
The Coroner, returning a verdict 

of accidental death, remarked that 
there was not the slightest suspicion 
of any blame being attachable to the 
railway officials. He also compli-
mented Senior Constable Williams on 
the thorough examination that he 
had made. 

:o: 

DRIVER H. HUGHES BENEFIT 

CONCERT. 

Particulars and Balance  Sheet.  

Receipts:— 
Sale of tickets by members £31 2 0 
Sale of tickets (Coal) .. 11 11 0 
Door sales at Theatre . .. 	7 3 0 
Donations .. .. .. .. .. 	3 2 6 

Total receipts .. .. £52 18 6 

Expenditure: 

	

Printing .. .. .. .. .. .. 	£1 15 0 
Caretaker, cleaning Aca- 

	

demy .. .. .. .. .. .. 	0 11 3 
Hire of chairs .. 	.. 	0 7 6 
Stamps, stationery, 'phone 

calls .. .. 	.. .. .. .. 	0 	7 	6 
Electrician Theatre light- 

ing 	 1 10 0 
Rent of Academy Theatre 3 0 0 
Banked to credit of fund 45 7 3 

Total expenditure .. £52 18 6 

Audited and found correct, 
W. D. FISHER. 
J. HERBERT. 

Note.—Rent of Theatre was £6 10/, 
but donation from proprietor reduced 
this amount to £3, as shown it 
balance sheet above. As directed b9 
Executive of Union controlling the 
fund, regular fortnightly payments 
are being made to Mrs: Hughes,  

Since the balance sheet was drawn 
up the proprietors of "Examiner 
have advised that services rendered 
by them have been made free oI 
charge, and such goodwill and  assis' 
tance is appreciated and herein 
acknowledged. 
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i ASSIST YOUR BRANCH 

SECRETARY BY PAYING 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 
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