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Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten 

 

        

UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL 
UNIONISTS, you know what the above 

means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
got, help them to keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia ha* 
the necessity for Unity been greater.. 
So pass the word to the boys and your 
families to 

Support The Loco. 
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The annual conference of the 
Victorian Division was held at the 
Loco Hall, North Melbourne, on 12th, 
13th, 14th, 16th, 17th and 18th of 
September, 1929, when delegates were 
in attendance from all branches, as 
follows:— 

Ararat: Mr. A. C. Romer. 
Ballarat: Mr. W. Whitworth. 
Bendigo: Messrs. R. Perkins and 

J. Milburn. 
Benalla: Mr. B. J. Taylor. 
Colac: Mr. C. Goudy. 
Central: Messrs. J. Allan, W. Lewis, 

W. H. Bishop, L. Datson, T. Dawson, 
C. J. Franklin, R. J. Collins and 
W. T. Williames. 

Dimboola: Mr. B. Sadlier. 
Donald: Mr. C. Morrison. 
Echuca: Mr. E. Mattson. 
Geelong: Messrs. C. Perry and A. 

D. Chisholm. 
Jolimont: Messrs. B. B. Deveney, 

J. Crough, R. Hunter and T. Smith. 
Korumburra : Mr. H. Boarder. 
Maryborough: Mr. F. Bacon. 
Mildura: Mr. E. J. Hyatt. 
Seymour: Messrs. H. Green and H. 

Jarvis. 
Stawell: Mr. A. E. Dans. 
Traralgon: Mr. A. C. Lewis. 
Wonthaggi: Mr. W. J. Stibbs. 
Wodonga: Mr. G. Lynch. 
The general officers, Messrs. F, 

Myers (President), R Matheson (Vice. 
president), W. Granston (Treasurer) 
and W. C. H. Collins (Gen. Secretary) 
were also in attendance. 

Executive Reports covering the 
main activities of the union for the 
preceding 12 months caused lengthy 
debate. 

Attendance of Mr. A. S. Drakeford, 
M.L.A.–One: of the first matters con-
sidered by conference was a reso_u-
tion to invite Mr. Drakeford, M.L.A. 
(Federal President) to attend con-
ference, with the right to take part 
in all discussions. A motion in 
favor of Mr. Drakeford being 
present was eventually carried by a 
small majority. 

Alteration to Rule 10.—The see-
don of the report explaining the 
executive's reason for placing pro-
posed alterations to Federal Rule 
10 upon the Federal agenda paper 
for consideration by the 1929 Federal 
conference was discussed at great 
length. A resolution: — "That the 
executive's' action be endorsed" was 
moved, also an amendment: "That 
conference consider the placing of 
the item by the executive to alter 
Rule 10 of the Federal rules on the 
agenda paper, and the failure to re-
move same when requested by the 
majority of branches, was a breach 
of the resolution of the 1928 Annual 
Conference by those executive 
members who voted for it and 
against its removal." 

After a debate, which occupied 
nearly three days, the amendment 
which was regarded as a vote of 
censure upon the executive, was 

•  

defeated, the voting being 14 for and 
21 against. 

	

The 	motion, 	endorsing 	the 
executive's action, was eventually 
carried, the voting being 19 for and 
16 against 

Engine Time Tests.—The method 
adopted by the department in con-
ducting tests for time allowance for 
preparing and stabling engines was 
adversely criticised. The following 
resolution was carried: — "That, on 
account of the unsatisfactory method 
of conducting engine tests by the 
'department, the matter be referred 
to the . Federal executive with a recom-
medation that application be made 
to the Federal Court to appoint a 
board of reference to settle the dis-
putes now existing in the Victorian 
Division regarding the reduction of 
time allowed at various places for 
preparing and stabling engines." 

Amendment to Federal Log.—The 
decision of the annual conference of 
the Federal union to amend the 
Federal claim before the Arbitration 
Court, respecting "Promotions and 
Regressions" was endorsed by con-
ference. 

General Secretary's Superannuation 
Scheme.—The draft superannuation 
scheme, as drawn up by the union's 
solicitor. in accordance with the 
decision of 1927 annual conference 
for the general secretary. in the 
event of further leave of absence 
not being granted by the department 
was considered by conference and 
adopted, together with suggestions 
by the union's solicitor for the crea-
tion of a board of appeal, in the 
event of the union deciding to dis-
pense with the services of the 
general secretary. 

Federal Elections.—With a view to 
rendering practical assistance in the 
Federal election campaign, the 
following resolution was unanimously 
carried:—"That in the opinion of 
this conference, it is essential that 
all members make a donation of at 
least 2/- each to raise funds to 
assist Labor candidates at the coming 
Federal elections, and that each 
delegate present pledge himself to do 
his best to collect this amount as 
early as possible." 

Non Payment of Levy, Relief of 
Distress, Timber Workers' Dispute.—
Reports disclosed that the great 
majority of members had paid the 
levy. It was decided that members 
who have not paid the levy in full 
by the end of 1929 will not be en-
titled to retiring member's certifi-
cate when leaving the service. 

Alterations to Rules. — Alterations 
to various rules were decided upon, 
the most important being:— 

That the delegates to A.L.P. con-
ference be elected by vote of all 
members of the division. 

That delegate to Federal con-
ference be elected by a vote of 
members of the division, and be  

entitled to a seat on the executive. 
• That any matters for the Federal 

agenda paper from the division, in-
volving alterations to rules, or the 
policy of the division, as laid down 
by the divisional conference, must be 
submitted t3 branches for decision, 
before being forwarded for inclusion 
on the Federal agenda paper. 

That the divisional secretary shall 
be an . engineman or ex-engineman 
who has been employed in the rail-
ways seivicn and is a member of the 
union and shall remain a member. 

That when any three or more than 
three country branches, or the two 
metropolitan branches have carried 
a resolution requesting the executive 
to submit a particular matter con-
cerning the union to the branches for 
their decision, that the executive 
shall forward that matter to each of 
the branches of the division for their 
consideration at a meeting, and for 
the purpose of this rule, the meeting 
at which the matter is considered, 
shall be considered as a "special" 
meeting of the branch. 

New Branch.—It was decided that 
a branch of the union should be 
formed at Hamilton as from the 
beginning of 1930. 

Road Competition.—Road competi-
tion and the deficit in the railways 
department wus discussed, the follow-
ing resolution being carried:— 

"That in the opinion of this con-
ference, although road transport is 
ose of the factors in the loss upon 
the operation of the railways, there 
are other factors which are affecting 
in an adverse way the finances of the 
department, namely:—(a) Policy of 
building large engines and straining 
after full loads instead of light fast 
trains for prompt delivery. (b) 
Nominated loading days. (c) The 
condition of. locomotives, not only 
from a mechanical standpoint. but 
their ❑ nnctractiva appearance to 
prospective customers on account of 
lack of cleaning. (d) Over supe rvision, 
causing unnecessary expense and 
overlapping. (e) The views of the 
men not receiving proper considera-
tion. (This could be remedied by the 
appointment of a Commissioner 
elected by those employed in the in-
dustry.) 

"Further, we believe that, as the 
railways are built for the purpose of 
assisting to develop the country, 
many of these lines cannot be ex-
pected to meet working expenses, 
and, speaking in a broad way, an in-
dustry that can pay over £3,000,000 
per annum in interest cannot be re-
garded as a financial failure." 

Seniority. — The opinion of con-
ference upon the action of the 
department in not strictly observing 
the principle of seniority 'was ex-
pressed in the following resolutions: 

"That conference urges all 
members to strictly carry out the 
principle and observance of seniority 
and pledges itself to ventilate the 
instances of injustice served upon 
our members by the officers of the 
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department failing to comply with 
the principle and spirit of seniority 
which acts so detrimentally, due to 
dissension owing to the spirit of con-
tentment and effective co-operation 
not being achieved in the service." 

"That we re-affirm the principle of 
seniority in the selection of engine-
men for position of foreman and that 
we ask that every engineman be 
given the opportunity to qualify for 
the position of foreman in his order 
of seniority." 

Ele:tion of Mr. A. S. Drakeford, 
M.L.A. as Life Member.—It was un-
animously decided that Mr. A. S. 
Drakeford, M.L.A., be appointed a 
rife member of the division, with full 
rights and privileges of member-
snip. 

Election of Trustees.—The retiring 
trustees, Messrs. B. Deveney, C. 
Wake and F. Myers, were re-elected. 

Election of Auditors.—The retiring 
auditors, Messrs. T. Smith and L. 
Datson, were re-elected. 

Election of Federal President.-The 
election of Mr. A. S. Drakeford, 
M.L.A., as President of the Federal 
Union was endorsed by conference, 
the following resolution being 
carried:— 

"That this conference of the Vic-
torian Division of the A.F.U.L.E. en-
dorses and expresses its appreciation 
of the action of the Federal con-
ference in electing Comrade A. S. 
Drakeford, M.L.A., to the position of 
Federal President, and in recognition 
of the past services rendered to the 
Division and Federation by Comrade 
A. S. Drakeford, pledges itself to 
make every effort to retain the ser-
vices of Comrade Drakeford by re-
taining him in an official position in 
tiie Federal Union." 

The sittings of conference occupied 
a longer period than .usual, due 
mainly to the lengthy discussion 
upon Rule 10. 

Minutes of conference have been 
forwarded to all branches and ar 
available for perusual by members. 

The Footplate 
irWriiiretinrrrnrsummirrirrriFriert  

"They are. slaves who will not dare 
All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

MANAGERIAL NOTES 
"The Footplate" is published 

monthly. 
All Branch Secretaries and Execu-

tive Officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name and address to 
them. We do the rest. 

'Phone, F. 2235. 
Literary.—To ensure publication 

contributions must be in not later 
than 19th of each month Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

VOTE LABOR! 
NOVEMBER 30th 

The Federal Elections held on 12th October, 1929, are now 
history. The people of Australia have demanded in no un-
certain manner that the system of Federal Conciliation and 
Arbitration is to continue and have returned to the House of 
Representatives a majority of members who are pledged to 
carry into effect the Federal platform and policy of the Aus-
tralian Labor Party. 

A definite mandate has been given the Federal Parliament 
to improve the system of arbitration and to pass legislation 
which will be of benefit to the great army of workers. 

Signs are not wanting that the Ministry will be loyal to 
its election pledges. The Federal problems can be safely left 
in the capable hands of Prime Minister Scullin . and his band 
of competent Ministers. 

The State Elections which are to be held on 30th November 
are of as great importance to the electors of Victoria as were 
the Federal Elections of 12th October. 

The Legislative Assembly under the guidance of the 
Nationalist Party Leader, Sir William McPherson, was un-
workable as over a period of fifteen months only seven Bills 
were passed, most of which were of minor importance. 

The finances of the State have been allowed to drift into 
a most serious condition, and although repeatedly requested by 
the Labor Party to submit the budget to the House so that 
members would know the true position, Sir William McPherson 
had not done so when his Government was defeated on 24th 
October, upon the question of providing relief for the Mallee 
settlers. 

There are only two parties in this election fight : Labor 
and Anti-Labor. Labor has a definite policy with each candi-
date pledged to work for the platform and policy of the party. 
Anti-Labor had no definite policy upon many important matters, 
and the various Anti-Labor candidates, even when members of 

 a particular party, cannot agree upon important issues, such 
as the Redistribution of Seats, Removal of Newmarket Sale-
yards, Rural Bank, Unemployed Insurance, etc. 

To secure a working majority in the Legislative Assembly 
it will be necessary for Labor to retain the twenty-eight seats 
held by it in the last Parliament and in addition, to win six 
more seats from the Anti-Labor Parties. This is not an 
impossible task if workers will take the same keen interest in 
the State Elections as they did in the Federal Elections. 

We have Labor in power in the Federal sphere. Return 
Labor to power on 30th November, and then watch the progress 
which will be made by the co-operation of the Federal and 
State Labor Governments. 

C. COLLINS, 
Loco Hall, 

North Melbourne. 
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room during working hours. 
Cases finalised. Two men fined 

10/- and two 5/- each. 

Driver Chubb, North Melbourne, com-
plaint that when running milk 
train Moe to Melbourne 28/4/29, 
that after leaving Tynong, signals 
were not lit at Nar-Nar-Goon, 
Officer or Narre-Warren. 
Reports obtained from Transporta-

tion Branch. Officer in charge states 
signals were lit at Tynong, Nar Nar 
Goon and Officer, but at Narre 
Warren the light was out due to a 
faulty burner, which has since been 
replaced. Papers noted by Driver 
Chubb 19/7/29. 

Request that square in front of 
Motormen's Mess Room be as-
phalted to keep down dust. 
Work now completed and reported 

as satisfactory. 

Driver Palmer and Fireman Stone, 
North Melbourne; protest against 
being cautioned and recorded for 
collision at Mordialloc. 
Matter investigated by Board of 

Enquiry and reports show Palmer 
and  Stone to blame. In view of fur-
ther discussions, will modify punish-
ment to local caution. 

Path required from gate to new shed 
at Mildura. 
No money available for this work. 

Papers returned to Mildura so that 
matter can be brought under notice 
of Commissioners when on tour, if 
desired by men. 

Head Office Matters.  
MATTERS FINALISED . WITH MR. 

STAMP, SUPT. OF LOCO. RUN-
NING. 

Complaint that between 20/5/29 and 
25/5/29 signals at Lilydale were 
not lit for early morning trains. 
Transportation Branch now admit 

that a mistake was made by the Lad 
Porter who brought in all signal 
lights after the last train had de-
parted at night. Arrangements made 
to prevent similar complaints in the 
future. . 

Driver A. A. Powell, North Mel- 
bourne, protest against being cau- 
tioned and  recorded when turned 
upon wrong road with passenger 
train. 
Now decided caution to be with-

drawn. 

Way and Works employees working 
in Melbourne yard at night time 
not properly protected. 

Further reports received from Way 
and Works Branch which disclose 
that men are now protected and are 
satisfied with arrangements made. 

Further tests being conducted as to 
more suitable lights for employees 
working at night time. 

Protest against instructions issued 
that passenger engines running 
Melbourne to Bendigo and return 
are not permitted to take coal at 
Bendigo, which necessitates Fire-
man having to shovel coal forward 
en route. 

Definite instructions now issued 28 
cwts. coal to be taken at Bendigo as 
recommended by Supt. of Loco Sup-
plies and D.R.S.S. 

Increased time for engine require-
ments at Sunbury on paper trains 
as previously promised, not in-
cluded in time table. 

Have looked up papers and recom-
mended that time for engine require-
ments be increased from 3 min. to 
5 min on 26/1/26. Will follow up 
why not included in time tables. 

Request that mound he completed 
round turn table at Mildura. 
Way and Works Branch report this 

work has now been completed, 

Request that trestles and planks be 
provided at Wodonga for use of 
Cleaners when cleaning "S" Class 
engines. 

D.R.S.S. reports that trestles used 
at Benalla are not suitable for use 
at Wodonga as there is not sufficient 
room in Wodonga Shed for trestles. 
Two step ladders, each '7 feet long, 
have been supplied for Cleaners' use 
when cleaning "S" Class engines. 

Poor visibility, disc signal, Totten-
ham. 

Signals Branch report that disc 
signal 31 "B" has now been placed 
on bracket of home signal and view 
is satisfactory. 

Protest from Seymour Branch, that 
proposed alterations to cab of en-
gine 796 Dd were not carried out 
when engine was. under repairs at 
Newport. 
Cannot find any trace of previous 

papers recommending alterations to 
cab of this engine. Will have matter 
further enquired into. 

Driver McMinn, Maryborough, pro- 
test against instructions received 
to examine his own train, as Train 
Examiner was employed examining 
another train at this time. 
Transportation Branch notified that 

they must not schedule live stock 
trains to depart at the same time as 
good trains, which will enable Train 
Examiner to examine all trains. 

Flood lighting, South Kensington, in- 
terfering with view of signals. 
Adjustment now made and reports 

state that flood lighting does not now 
interfere with view of signals. 

Protest against two engines being 
utilised for shunting purposes when 
attached dining car at Ararat. 
Instructions sent out 23/7/29 that 

when two engines are attached to 
train that leading engine is to be re-
leased and shunting work performed 
by one engine only. 

Driver Jude, Kerang, protest against 
caution and record for Little End 
running hot, 20/11/28. 
Not prepared to alter previous de-

cision as Jude prepared this engine 
at Kerang and after running a few 
miles had to give up train on account 
of defective little end. All reports 
indicate defect was due to want of 
lubrication. 

Protest against unnecessary tender 
first running, ballast train, Sey-
mour District. 
General instruction now issued to 

District Engineers and D.R.S.S. that 
whenever possible ballast trains are 
to be arranged to terminate at a 
place where a turn table is available, 
so that engine can run "engine" first. 

Enginemen at Bendigo reported by 
Mr. Dickenson for being in lunch 

Protest against shunting operations 
being performed, coal siding, Gee- 
long, during • darkness. 
Matter investigated. Instructions 

issued in Weekly Notice, prohibiting 
working at coal siding during dark- 
ness, applies only to cases where en- 
gine is at Fyansford. Every effort to 
be made td have coal loaded during 
day time cleared before dark, but 
during winter months will be neces- 
sary to clear loading during darkness. 

Protest against Foremen Doherty and 
Badenhope, Ballarat, instructing 
Cleaners to act as pilotmen for 
North Melbourne and Woodend 
crews when Driver not acquainted 
with signals. 
Not in favour of this being done. 

Will have practice stopped and call 
for reports as to why the services of 
a Driver were not utilised as pilot-
man. 

Request that Super Cleaners who are 
working part time at Ballarat re-
ceive preference for washing out 
work on Sundays in place of Lead 
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ing Cleaner Scarlett and Fitter's 
Assistant McDonald. 
Not prepared to alter existing ar-

rangements, which have been en-
dorsed by C.M.E. 

Position to be reviewed in October 
with a view to reducing Sunday work 
at Ballarat. 

Driver Patterson, Stawell; protest 
against being passed over for pas- 
senger specials Stawell District, al- 
though senior Driver at Stawell. 
Matter investigated. Definite in-

structions issued that Patterson is to 
be booked on passenger work in his 
order of seniority. 

Request that Seymour Drivers be 
hrcught to Melbourne for the pur-
pose of learning roads and signals, 
Broadmeadows to Melbourne, via 
Albion. 
Not prepared to grant request. 

Seymour Drivers to be  given run over 
roads each way as third man. Also 
supplied with diagrams and will then 
be examined as to knowledge of roads 
and signals. 

Request that preference be given to 
Enginemen or Officers who have 
graduated from the ranks of En-
ginemen for position of Assistant 
Brake Inspector. 
Cannot give absolute preference as 

all grades must be considered, but if 
suitable Enginemen or Officers who 
have graduated from the ranks of En-
ginemen, make application, their 
claims will be considered. 

Protest against instructions issued 
that engine, after running Werribee 
race train, was to be left standing 
at Manor with no one in charge. 
Complaint investigated. All future 

cases to be submitted for approval of 
Supt. of Loco Running or District 
Officers. 

Protest against Stawell crew on 
second engine fast goods train, 
booked to Ballarat, but on arrival, 
extended to Melbourne and then 
booked to rest. 
Instructions now issued that when 

necessary for fast goods train to have 
banker, banker is also to run through 
Stawell to Melbourne. 

Complaints received that when 
Ballarat Drivers are banking Stawell 
crews, that they do not do a fair share 
of the work. 

Protest against `IC" class engine be-
ing booked on pick up train, Ararat 
to Geelong. 
Definite instructions issued "C" 

class engine must not be booked on 
pick up trains. 

Complaint poor visibility signals Nth. 
Essenden and Pacoe Vale. 
These signals now fitted with seven-

day lamp, which burns continuously. 
Reports indicate visibility now satis-
factory. 

Driver Sheers, Ballarat, protest 
against being cautioned for not pro- 
perly cleaning ash pan of engine 
when putting same away, as on next 
trip, ash pan was burnt during trip. 
Further investigations made. Satis-

fied that ash pan was cleaned by 
Sheers when putting engine away and 
Sheers was not responsible for burn-
ing of ash pan. Caution withdrawn. 

Padder Larkins, North Melbourne, 
protest against being passed over 
for position of Hostler. 
Further reports obtained, and as • 

 Larkin's health has improved, he is 
now to be appointed to position of 
Hostler. 

Bad order engines, Maryborough de-
pot. 
Two extra Fitters sent to Mary-

borough to put engines in proper 
order. D.R.S.S. instructed to give 
this matter his personal attention. 
Extra Fitter also sent to Mildura. 

Protest against proposal to utilize 
pusher engine on goods trains be-
tween Wonthaggi and Nyora. 
Tests conducted. Satisfied no un-

due risk. Pusher engine to be used 
during daylight only. 

Complaint from Maryborough of  bad 
order of engines 903, 916, 888, on 
account of pistons and spindles 
blowing badly. 
Reports state 903 pistons and spin-

dles turned up and now satisfactory; 
916 pistons continued giving trouble 
although repeatedly attended to. 888 
has received special attention and all 
engines are now in proper order. 

Driver Potter, request for ruling as to 
whether he was in order in declin-
ing to tail rope trucks over level 
crossing during darkness at Beau-
fort. 
Reports obtained from all districts, 

which show that there are no restric-
tions against tail roping during dark-
ness. 

Potter to be informed that he 
should have performed tail roping 
movements, as requested by Trans-
portation officials. 

Request that path be provided McDou- 
gall's siding for convenience of 
Driver when examining brakes. 
Way and Works Branch report 

work completed 10/8/29, and now 
satisfactory. 

Request that Cleaner be stationed at 
Serviceton to attend to engines and 
assist in coaling operations when 
necessary. 
Records show that on 9 occasions 

it was necessary for small quantities 
of coal, totalling 7 tons, to be taken 
at Serviceton during June and July. 
Coal to be taken only when necesary. 
Not sufficient work to justify appoint-
ment of Cleaner. 

Driver Walton, Geelong, protest 
against caution and record for not 
completing shift on account of ill-
ness. 
Walton has been granted personal 

interview and as desired by him, fur-
ther reports obtained from Depot 
Foreman and D.R.S.S., but not pre-
pared to remove caution and record. 

Driver Hansford, North Melbourne, 
protest against being cautioned and 
recorded for derailment in North 
Melbourne shed. 
In view of representations made 

and personal interview with Hans-
ford, decided caution to be removed. 

Crane Driver Grimwood, Newport, 
protest against being instructed to 
pack pistons during time allowed 
for engine requirements. 
Now decided that if packing or re-

pairs required to crane, Crane Driver 
to bring same under notice of Fore-
man when arrangements will be made 
for work to be  done by Shop Staff. 

Protest against late ordering and can- 
celling of trains at Dimboola, caus- 
ing unnecessary alterations to sheet. 
Each case taken up with district 

officers. Timekeeper and Roster 
Clerk to be located at Dimboola after 
14/10/29, when it is anticipated that 
there will be considerable improve-
ment as to rostering of trains and 
crews. 

Drivers O'Brien and Densworth, Sey-
mour, protest against caution for 
engine being 10 minutes late out on 
account of short notice that engine 
was required for second trip. 
Case fully considered, further re-

ports obtained from Messrs. Groves 
and Scorer, who are both most defi-
nite that O'Brien and Densworth were 
to blame for engine being late out. 
Caution is only local. Not prepared 
to alter decision. Papers filed. 

Complaint by Ballarat Drivers that 
when employed on second engine, 
Stawell crew on leading engine fast 
goods train, Ballarat to Melbourne, 
exceed speed restrictions. 
Complaint 	investigated. 	Speed 

charts examined which show speed ex-
ceeded. Stawell Drivers concerned 
have been cautioned and recorded and 
warned that if again under notice, 
more drastic action will be  taken. 

Consider driver of second engine 
also responsible for observing speed 
restrictions, but in these cases, will 
not take action against Driver of 
second engine.   
Driver Ryan, Echuca, protest against 

having to prepare cold engine on 
23/8/29. 
Instructions issued that in the event 

of a Driver having to prepare cold 
engine, he should show in the Repair 
Book the work that has been com-
pleted and the Driver who takes en-
gine out is to complete the prepara-
tion work, including testing of brake 
and if sufficient time is not allowed, 
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then the Driver will not be held re-
sponsible if engine is late out. Not 
in favour of cold engines being pre-
pared if same can be avoided. 

Pretest against instructions issued 
Permitting tender first running 
down Shelley Bank. 
No undue risk providing speed re-

srictiors are observed. Only way to 
work live stock traffic. 

Will arrange for Enginemen's In-
structor Burnell to ride on engine the 
first occas'on tenderr first running is 
in operation. 

Leper Cleaner J.  Becker, Stawell, pro-
test against services dispensed with, 
as from 14/9/29. 
Owing to surplus of Cleaners, and 

I eckei's services being unsatisfactory 
especially as regards washing out of 
engines, not prepared to alter pre 
\ions decision. 

Hose bag wanted Kyneton crane "Up" 
end. 
Reports state that new hose bag 

fitted and v: ork completed 3/9/29. 

Request that path at MacDougall's 
F4Aling he extended for the conveni-
ence of Drivers when examining 
brakes. 
Mr. Burnell, Enginemen's Instruc-

tor, reports examining path, which is 
long enough for 20 vehicles; this is 
more than the number usually picked 
up at MacDougall's. 

Path is c_ n idereti long enough to 
meet requirements. 

Larger hoods required for light sig-
nals at South Kensington. 
Larger hoods fitted and examined 

by Mr. Rift, 2/10/29, and reported to 
1;. satisfactory. 

Driver Schurman and Fireman Nelson 
Moe, request for statement that 
train did not stop in section. 
19/8,1-.9, as alleged by Mrs. Leitch. 
who stated the train was stopped 
and fox stolen from rabbit , trap on 
her property. 
Sreed chart examined, which 

howed that train did not stop. State-
ment to this effect forwarded to 
Driver Schurman, as desired. 

Protest against crew having to crawl 
under "S" class engine to attend to 
centre big end at Seymour. 
Not prepared to provide pit. Knee 

pads provided for men, and Messrs 
Jones and Burnell, Enginemen's In-
structors, report that nothing else is 
necessary, and there is no undue risk 
of engine moving whilst Fireman is 
underneath. 

Protest from Wodonga crews that 
when running "Up" Albury Express 
and "Down" Passenger train, Al-
bury-Benalla and return, crew has 

no opportunity to obtain a meal at 
Benalla. 
Arrangements now made for Host-

ler to relieve crew on pit at Benalla 
at 10.45 a.m., which will give crew 
at least 20 minutes for a meal before 
relieveing on "Down" Passenger train 
at Benalla platform. 

MATTERS FINALISED WITH COM- 

MISSIONERS' STAFF BOARD. 
• 

Protest against decision cf Supt. of 
Loco Running that it was not 
necessary for pilotman, to instruct 
drivers first time over road Albion 
to Broadmeadows. 
Matter investigated. Commissioners 

satisfied there was no necessity for 
pilotman. 

S. M. Donald, not giving preference 
. to Cleaners who are standing down 

for worlr. in 'Transportation Branch. 
Reports disclose that the work com-

plained of was of such a nature that 
Cleaners could not be utilised Every 
effort being made to provide Cleaners 
with work. 

Acting 	Driver 	Francis, 	protest 
against having to relieve Fireman 
and then Drivers at Elmore. 
Instructions issued that where an 

Acting Driver is appointed to a full 
time driving position, and required to 
relieve a Fireman, that he will In  
paid driving rate whilst firing, but 
if an Acting Driver has not been 
appointed to a full time driving 
position, he will only be paid his 
classified rate if required to perform 
firing duty. Francis to receive driv- 

rate whilst relieving Fireman 
Elmore as he was appointed to a 
full time position as Driver upon the 
Relieving Staff. 

Acting Drivers Dent and Thompson, 
Korumburra, claim that built up 
time for period • ended 13/7/29 
should be paid for  at driving, in-
stead of firing, rate. 
Not prepared to grant claim, as 

these men were not appointed to full 
time driving positions, although 
booked on 12 shifts. as Drivers for 
period, do not consider they are en-
titled to guarantee at driving rate. 

Fireman Price, Geelong, protest 
against not being paid P,6 hours 
for period ended 8/6/29 on account 
of refusing to work long shift on 
last day of period owing to not 
having full  12 hours interval for 
rest between shifts. 
Instructions issued Price entitled 

to guarantee of 96 hours, as he was 
not available until he had 12 hours 
interval for rest. 

Discussion as to position of Cleaners 
temporarily transferred to car 
cleaning , and pressure being brought 
to bear upon them to undertake 
word. under Bitty Gang System. 
Definite assurance given that it is 

the Commissioners' policy—that no 
compulsion be used and it be purely 
optional whether any employee under-
ta'_:cs work under the Butty Gang 
system. 

Driver Sergeant, North Melbourne; no 
pay received one day lost attending 
Eye and Ear Hospital on account of 
injuries received to eye whilst on 
duty. 
Platter now finalised. 	Full pay 

approved. 

Ilriver Pekin and Fireman McNa-
mara, North Melbourne. claim for 
payment of interval time at North 
Melbourne, on 20/6/29, when, after 
running express from Ararat to 
Melbourne, and signing off at 11.30 
a.m., were instructed to return to 
Ararat by 5.6 p.m. for the purpose 
of attending a Departmental inquiry 
at Ararat the following day. 
Matter finalised. Time claimed to 

be paid as special case. 

Driver Worcester, Mildura; applica-
tion for refund of fares paid Mil-
dura to Melbourne and return to 
arrange for storage of furniture, as 
now decided not to transfer same to 
Mildura. 
As Worcester was entitled to pass 

for furniture to Mildura, will grant 
refund of fares as special case upon 
the understanding that Worcester will 
not now be granted pass for furni-
ture. 

Electric Train Driver Matthews; no 
pay received time lost, injuries re-
ceived on duty on 6/8/29. 
Matter now finalised. Full pay 

authorised, to end of period 17/8/29. 
If off duty for following period, full 
pay to be allowed until resuming 
duty. 

Cleaner Pilkington, Benalla; claim 
that he should have been appointed 
to permanet sta ff  with last batch as 
called upon to provide evidence as 
to age, but no word yet received of 
appointment. 
Pilkington first employed 20/11/26. 

Not entitled to appointment to perma-
nent staff on seniority. Evidence of 
age was required to determine rate of 
pay, and had nothing whatever to do 
with appointment to permanent staff. 

Driver M. Darmody, Seymour; appli-
cation to be  permitted to elect to 
contribute for additional units on 
account of now performing regular 
rostered Sunday duty. 
As payment for Sunday duty brings 

Darmody's salary into the seventh 
salary group, his application for three 
additional units to be $•ranted. 
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Acting Driver Baker, Seymour; appli- 
cation to be permitted to elect to 
contribute for additional units. 
Baker was in fifth salary group 

when making application to contribute 
for two units only. Still in fifth sal-
ary group, so not entitled to make 
further election. 

Repairs to shed root, Seymour not yet 
completed as premised by Commis-
sioners whilst on tour, • although 
material on hand at Seymour. 
Reports disclose material on hand 

not suitable. Malthoid now ordered 
and work to be gone on with. 

Request that items to be discussed at 
meetings of Fuel Conservation 
Committees be supplied to Union 
representatives one week prior to 
meeting. 
Central Committee reports that 

minutes of previous meeting are sent 
out about one month prior to meeting, 
and the minutes contain the new sug-
gestions put forward at previous 
meeting, which are discussed at the 
following meeting. No arrangements 
made for suggestions to be in hand 
any stated time prior to meeting. 
Usual practice for suggestions to be 
received at one meeting and discussed 
at following meeting. 

Fireman Smith, Wodonga; complaint 
of delay in having necessary repairs 
effected to Departmental residence. 
Matter taken up with Way and 

Works Branch, who report repairs 
now completed. 

Driver Edrich, North Melbourne; half 
pay received time lost owing to in-
juries received on duty, slipped in 
pit whilst oiling engine. 
In view of further information sup-

plied and the fact that the pit in ques-
tion was not examined until some 
days after accident, Edrich to receive 
the benefit of the doubt as to whether 
he exercised reasonablè care. Full 
pay to be  allowed. 

Driver Griffen, North Melbourne; ap-
plication refund fares paid by  wife, 
Melbourne to Barnawartha and re-
turn, owing to serious illness of 
near relative. 
Refund now approved and amount 

available for collection. 

Electric Train Driver Duckett, Joli- 
mont; no pay received time lost 
owing to injuries received on duty. 
Reports disclose that with reason-

able care, accident could have been 
avoided. No reason given by Duckett 
as to cause of slipping. Half pay only 
to be allowed. 

Driver Dickenson, Seymour; claim 
for expenses whilst unable to obtain 
house accommodation. 
Case now finalised. Dickenson paid 

£10/10/- board from 13/7/29 to  

30/8/29. Estimated cost of living if 
at home, £3/10/-. Dickenson entitled 
to be paid £7; £3/3/- already paid for 
first week's expenses, balance of 
£3/17/- now authorised. 

Electric Train Driver Edwards; pro-
test against instructions issued that 
he is to receive reduced rate of pay 
whilst on light duty, owing to 
injuries received on duty. 
As special case, Edwards to con-

tinue to receive full rate until again 
examined by R.M.O. 

Cleaner Magil, Geelong; complaint 
that he has not yet received pay-
ment ter time lost owing to injuries 
received on duty. 
Pay sheet shows that Magil re-

ceived £4/0/8, which is half pay for 
11 days at 14/8 per day. Magil was 
off injured 13 days, which included 
Good Friday and Easter Monday, but 
as  he  was entitled to payment for 
these days, as common holidays, he 
could not also receive injury pay for 
tnese two days. 

Acting Fireman Slavin, North Mel-
bourne; claim to be classified as 
Fireman on account of completing 
313 days' firing, prior to operation 
of Regulation 81. 
Matter now finalised. As Slavin 

completed 313 days' firing 23/9/25, he 
has now been classified as Fireman 
fr om this date, C.M.E. to arrange pay-
ment of any back pay due. 

Driver Mitchell, Bright; 	protest 
against delay in having repairs 
effected to Departmental residence, 
as promised by Commissioners 
when on tour. 
Instructions now issued for repairs 

to be effected without further delay. 

Cleaner Hearne, Bendigo; application 
for pass to transfer wife and family 
from Bendigo to Melbourne, on 
account of services being dispensed 
with at Bendigo. Also application 
refund of fares paid Bendigo to 
Melbourne for interview with Chair-
man of Commissioners and Staff 
Board. 
Pass granted, and refund to be ar-

ranged, providing Hearne can give the 
number of the ticket purchased and 
dates he travelled. 

Cleaner Hale, Dimboola; protest 
against application for refund of 
medical expenses incurred on 
account of injuries received on duty 
not being granted. 
In view of further information sup-

plied, will approve of refund of £3/3/-
as first-aid expenses. 

Acting-Fireman Marrett, Echuca; re-
quest that Infirm Workers' Agree-
ment signed when appointed to the 
Permanent Staff be cancelled, as he 
is now in good health. 

Cannot find any trace of Infirm 
Workers' Agreement. Will arrange 
for Marrett to be examined by R.M.O. 

Driver Worland, Geelong; complaint 
of no pay received for time lost 
owing to injuries received whilst on 
duty. 
Matter now finalised. Full pay 

approved. 
Have taken up with Geelong officers 

question of delay in forwarding 
papers to Head Office. 

F:reman H. Lewis, North Melbourne; 
delay in arranging payment for 
time lost owing to injuries received 
whilst on duty. 
Full pay now approved. 

Question cf prams, etc., being placed 
in leading van of electric trains. 
Reports from the Transportation 

Stanch state that this matter is now 
being watched very carefully, and the 
staff have been instructed that prams, 
etc., must not be placed in leading 
van when there is room in the centre 
or rear van. 

MATTERS FINALISED WITH MR. 
RYAN, CHIEF CLERK, C '.M.E: s 

BRANCH. 
Acting Fireman Rolfe, North Mel-

I--urne; claim to be paid interval 
time at Seymour when booked to 
rest for less than eight hours on 
22/7/29. 
Matter 	finalised. 	Instructions 

issued Rolfe to be paid for interval 
time, less deduction of one hour for 
each trip allowance payable durirg 
the shift. 

Driver McCormack, Nyora; applica- 
tion for transfer to Seymour. 
Cannot grant request at present. 

McCormack single man, and no house 
accommodation available for married 
man at Nyora. 

Acting Fireman Marrett, Echuca; pro-
test against position on seniority 
sheet, and not receiving credit for 
previous service prior to being 
transferred to position of Tube 

 Cleaner. 
Records show Marrett was informed 

that if appointed to position of Tub 
Cleaner, his name would be removed 
from Enginemen's Seniority List, and 
if later re-transferred, must go to 
bottom of list. These conditions 
accepted by Marrett, who was not re-
moved from footplate on account of 
ill-health. 

Acting Fireman Keighery, North Mel- 

i 

Acting Driver Carrigg, Ballarat ; pro-
test against decision of Depot Fore-
man not to postpone his annual 
leave on account of serious illness 
of family. 
Matter now adjusted. Holidays 

postponed as desired. 
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bourne; protest against being 
passed over for position of Fireman 
at Walhalla. 
Further enquiries made. Keighery 

now to be appointed as he is senior 
applicant, and considered suitable for 
outstation position. 

Request that Ballarat car sheds be 
whitewashed to provide work for 
Cleaners who are standing dawn. 
Suggestion investigated. This work 

done by Way and Works Branch with 
spray, so regret Cleaners cannot be 
utilised. 

Driver Provis, North Melbourne; com- 
plaint that docket as to time 
required in yard is not issued on 
arrival at pit at Seymour. 
Arrangements now made for 

dockets to be issued and supplied to 
Driver when engine arrives over pit 
at Seymour. Papers forwarded to 
Provis for his information. 

Acting Driver Anderson, Geelong; 
claim for driving time, shift worked 
firing on 25/6/29, owing to junior 
man being utilised for driving. 
Anderson not considered available, 

as it was agreed locally for seniority 
to be observed on shift basis. Papers 
returned to Geelong for local adjust-
ment. 

Driver Ingoldby, Ballarat; complaint 
of not receiving payment for annual 
leave prior to commencement of 
leave. 
Matter investigated. Pay sheet 

forwarded in ample time, but delayed 
by Transportation Branch. 

Instructions issued Depot Foreman, 
Ballarat, to report any future cases of 
payment not being received prior to 
commencement of leave. 

Request that North Melbourne crews 
booked on regular roster jobs be not 
sent home after working four hours 
unless notified prior to leaving home 
that they will only be required for 
short shift. 
North Melbourne report not prac-

ticable to give effect to suggestion. 

Acting Drivers, Ararat; complaint of 
not receiving credit for all time out-
side of fixed signals. 
Definite instructions issued that if 

Acting Drivers required to work out-
side of fixed signals all time worked 
upon the engine in question is to be 
credited as driving time for promotion 
purposes. 

Hostler Morrissey, North Melbourne; 
protest against being classed junior 
to Hostler Bolton. 
Morrissey senior by years of ser-

vice, but as Morrissey was removed 
from footplate following 1903 strike, 
and removal was not on account of ill-
health, he must rank junior to Hostler 

Bolton, who came off footplate 
account of ill-health. 

Acting Fireman Dempsey, Ouyen; 
protest against senior Cleaner being 
transferred to Ouyen, depriving him 
of his position as Fireman, which 
he obtained by application. 
Matter to be adjusted. 	Senior 

Cleaner temporarily transferred to 
Ouyen to replace Super Cleaner whose 
services were dispensed with owing to 
slackness. 

Bad order mattresses, Woomelang 
rest house. 
Two new mattresses now forwarded 

as desired. 

Request that goods roster, North Mel-
bourne, be printed in booklet form 
and supplied to Enginemen. 
Do not consider expense justified as 

changes are too frequent to have res-
ter printed in booklet form. 

Protest against Electric Train Driver 
not called tor duty, Box Hill, on 
7/8/29, when Driver did not report 
at appointed time; as a result Guard 
was utilised to run 8.27 a.m. up 
train. 
S M., Box Hill, reports that Guard 

notified him that Driver had not re-
ported for duty. He 'phoned Jolimont 
and was told to arrange for Guard to 
drive train and relief Driver would be 

 sent to meet Guard. 
S.M.  considers the calling of an 

Electric Train Driver applies to early 
trains and not tor the full shift, as 
S.M. does not know which Drivers are 
already on duty. 

Acting Driver Pike, Geelong; protest 
against being temporarily trans-
ferred to Colac after completing 
short shift 16/8/29. 
Reports show Pike was the senior 

man firing, so was sent to Colac to 
obtain driving, in accordance with 
usual custom. Pike officially notified 
to this effect. 

Acting Driver Worland, Geelong; pro-
test against having to work exces-
sive hours on road jobs to make up 
time at end of period instead of 
being kept on pilot work to be  avail-
able for driving. 
Geelong instructed a closer check to 

be kept on the men's time, and better 
arrangements to be made in future. 

Complaint of Enginemen unable to 
obtain their pay at Ararat whilst 
senior clerk is away from depot. 
Instructions issued for definite 

times to be laid down during which 
Enginemen can obtain their pay. 

Fireman Carrigg, Ballarat; applica-
tion for position of hostler, owing 
to being removed from footplate for 

Acting Fireman Slavin, North Mel-
bourne; claim to have classification 
altered to Fireman, on account of 
completing 313 days' firing, prior to 
operation of Regulation 81. 
hecords checked. As Slavin was 

utilised for pumping duty at Wodonga 
and thus deprived of firing duty, he is 
to receive credit, as firing time, whilst 
employed upon pumping duties, and 
this time will give him 313 days' 
firing, as from 23/9/25, prior to opera-
tion of Regulation 81. 

Will recommend to Commissioners 
that Slavin be classified as Fireman 
from this date. 

Acting Fireman De Graff, Ballarat; 
claim to be credited with firing 
time, shifts worked cleaning on 5th 
and 6/8/29 on account of senior 
Fireman being brought off his shift 
to perform firing duty on De Graff's 
shift. 
Claim to be  granted. De Graff noti-

fied accordingly. 

Driver Provis, North Melbourne; pro-
test against one hour being de-
ducted from interval time at Sey-
mour 22/5/29, on account of receiv-
ing trip allowance, but not notified 
definitely when required by Trans-
portation Branch. 
Further investigations made. Pro-

vis now to be  paid one hour deducted 
in error. 

Cleaner Featherstone, Geelong; claim 
for payment of expenses whilst 
temporarily transferred to Colac. 
Pay sheet now forwarded for one 

month's expenses, in accordance with 
Award. 

Cleaner Ekins, Orbost; claim for pay-
ment of expenses whilst at North 
Melbourne, 9th to 19/5/29, prior to 
being transferred to Orbost. 
Authority now issued for payment 

of expenses. 

Super Cleaner Morrison, Warragul; 
claim for transfer expenses when 
transferred Taralgon to Warragul. 
Payment of expenses now approved 

and pay sheet forwarded to where 
Morrison is now living, as he has been 
stood down on account of slackness. 

Driver .Chisholm, Geelong; application 
refund of fares paid Geelong to 
Korumburra, owing to death of 
father. 
Refund approved and amount avail-

able from S.M., Geelong. 

Request from Numurkah Drivers that 
roster be altered so that four 
Drivers will work round instead of 

on 	failing in vision. 
Carrigg now definitely appointed to 

position of hostler at Ballarat. 
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Driver-in-Charge having special 
shift. 
Not prepared to alter existing ros-

ter, which is giving satisfaction to De-
partment. Overtime equalised as 
much as possible. Not sufficient time 
to justify extra man being stationed 
at Numurkah. Overtime for eight 
men, period ended 21/8/29, amounted 
to 511 hours. 

Protest against time being reduced at 
Ballarat when Driver who is em-
ployed on pilot is recalled to pre-
pare engine and run train. Previ-
ously allowed 60 min., now allowed 
50 min. 
Matter investigated. Satisfied 50 

min. reasonable time as Driver is not 
required to sign on or peruse notice in 
time allowed for preparation of 
engines, but as method was altered 
after assurance given by Mr. Carolan 
in Arbitration Court, previous prac-
tice of allowing 60 min. to be reverted 
to. 

Petition from Echuca men that addi-
tional Departmental houses be built 
at Echuca. 
Matter in hand with Housing Com-

mittee. Arrangements to be made for 
Committee to visit Echuca. 

Proposed reduction of train mileage 
between Fern Tree Gully and Gem-
brook as recommended by Non-pay-
ing Lines Committee. 
Now decided no reduction to take 

place at present. Will notify Union in 
ample time to make representations 
respecting transfer of men should it 
be later decided to reduce mileage. 

Acting Driver Harper, North Mel-
bourne; claim to be paid driving 
rate, shift worked firing 9/8/29 on 
account of senior man being brought 
forward and given driving duty, for 
which Harper was available. 
Harper should have been utilised 

for driving duty. To receive payment 
. and have time credited as driving 

time for promotion purposes for shift 
worked as Fireman 9/8/29. 

Fireman Foster; claim to be paid 4/6 
expenses, temporarily transferred 
to Seymour for one day. 
Not prepared to grant claim. Fos-

ter commenced duty at North Mel-
bourne, was sent to Seymour for one 
shift, and then returned to North Mel-
bourne. Consider Foster entitled to 
2/3 trip allowance only, as he was on 
duty in excess of 10 hours. Cannot 
consider this as temporary transfer. 

Acting Driver Mossfield, Ballarat, 
complaint that he has not yet been 
paid for last day off duty on ac- 
count of injuries received on duty. 
Time books examined which show 

that -Mossfield has been underpaid 
one day. Instructions issued for pay-
ment to be arranged. 

Pretest against method of utilising 
senior rail motor driver for firing 
duty, thus displacing Fireman 
when there is not sufficient work for 
all rail motor Drivers at Echuca. 
Instructions now issued that when 

not sufficient work for Rail Motor 
Drivers, the junior Rail Motor Driver 
is to come off motors and be utilised 
for cleaning or other duty. 

Cleaner Veal, Bendigo, claim to be 
paid expenses whilst unable to ob-
tain house accommodation when 
transferred to Bendigo, 24/12/28. 
Instructions now issued, Veal to be 

paid 7 days' expenses. 

Protest against applications not being 
invited for position of Rackman and 

Fireman on Steam Shovel. 
Acting Driver Dwyer, previously 

appointed to position of Backman, and 
Cleaner Ball and Williamson pre-
viously appointed as Fireman. Con-
sider these employees entitled to their 
old positions now that Steam Shovel 
is again in use. 

Protest against proposed rest job 
which will mean Colac crews being 
booked to rest at Crowes, three 
nights per week. 
Owing to curtailment of service, 

there will now only . be three return 
trips each week, between Colac and 
Crowes. No crews to be stationed at 
Crowes, so the only way is by work-
ing rest job from Colac. 

Driver Ryan, Echuca, claim to be paid 
special class allowance, owing to 
junior man being utilised for pas-
senger train on 24/8/29. 
Not prepared to grant claim, as 

Ryan was not available for passenger 
train, as his shifts had been altered 
to equalise the time of the Drivers. 

Considered best arrangements were 
made. 

Acting-Fireman Downie, Seymour, 
claim to be paid firing rate for 
shift worked cleaning 6/4/29, on 
account of junior man being utilised 
for firing duty. 
Not prepared to grant claim, as 

Downie arranged a mutual exchange 
on previous day so as to be booked 8 
a.m. cleaning, and for the day in 
question was again booked 8 a.m., 
and was, therefore, not available for 
early morning firing jobs. 

Downie did not object being booked 
8 a.m. and should have brought under 
notice that he would not be available 
for firing unless booked on 5.45 a.m. 

Fireman Tweedale and Westrup, Bal-
larat, complaint about having to 
work 13 shifts for period ended 
31/8/29, and not receiving 13 days' 
pay. 
Not entitled to 13 days' pay under 

any award. Not in favour of working 
men 13 shifts for period. 

Instructions issued to endeavour to 

avoid complaints of this nature in 
the future.. 

Request from Colac that six-handed 
roster, which gives 12 hours' inter-
val between all shifts, be strictly 
adhered to by both the Department 
and the men. 
Roster in operation from 2/9/29, 

and giving satisfaction. 
Not prepared to issue definite instruc-

tions that roster is not to be departed 
from, but if men consider roster 
working departed from unnecessarily, 
if report is submitted, each complaint 
will be investigated. 

Protest from Wodonga men against 
excessive hours on Shelly live stock 
trains, as shown on circular. 
Mr. Burnell, Enginemen's Instruc-

tor, was sent to Shelly to take charge 
of working, as there were several 
special trains for starving stock. 

Tallangatta crews were worked in 
to avoid Wodonga crews working ex-
cessive hours. 

Question of appointment of Driver-in-
Charge at Stawell, when Depot is 
transferred to Ararat. 
Driver Patterson, who is the 

Senior Driver, to remain at Stawell 
to carry on for the time being as 
Driver-in-Charge. 

Cleaner Ashmore, Dimboola, query as 
to entry shown on his History 
Sheet. 
History Sheet produced, which 

showed Ashmore to have a clear 
record as far as punishments are con-
cerned. 

Cleaner Simpson, Traralgon, claim for 
payment of three hours attending 
North Melbourne to receive pass 
and instructions, in reference to 
transfer to Traralgon, 10/8/29. 
Not prepared to grant claim. Simp-

son was standing down and was 
offered a transfer to Traralgon, in 
preference to standing down at North 
Melbourne. 

Paid eight hours for travelling to 
Traralgon, so not prepared to grant 
three hours for obtaining pass and in-
structions. 

Driver Croft, Deniliquin, protest 
against instructions issued for shift 
to be worked 7/10/29, which will 
involve being on duty 15} hours. 
Shift now altered.' Engine to be 

prepared. Total time on duty will 
now be under 12 hours, and total time 
worked will be less than 10 hours. 

Padder Larkins, North Melbou rne, 
complaint about not being appointed 
to position of Hostler at North 
Melbourne, as  promised. 
Additional Hostlers not required at 

North Melbourne at present, owing to 
slackness. Larkins to be appointed 
when his services are required for 
hostling duty. 
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Branch Reports. 
BENDIGO.—The monthly meeting 

was held in Drivers' room on Sunday, 
October 13, at 2.30 p.m. Mr. Pollock 
presided over a • fair attendance. 
After dealing with a fair amount 
of correspondence, the report of the 
annual conference was read and 
listened to with great interest. Mr. 
Milburn, one of our delegates, gave us 
a good account of the work done at 
conference which was enjoyed by all 
members present. We were sorry our 
other delegate, Mr. Ralph Perkins, 
was absent, being away on a week-
end rest job. Again we are unfor-
tunate in having three days a week 
rest jobs to Melbourne on account of 
the X class engine roster. We would 
much rather a change over system, 
it being better for enginemen to rest 
in their own homes than strange beds 
in Melbourne. We are all very pleased 
at the election results. Bendigo 
placed the Labour member, Mr. 
Kean, in front by a big majority, his 
seat has been held by the National-
ists for 12 years. This is a big vic-
tory for Bendigo, and we are very for-
tunate in having such a live member 
as Mr. Kean. I am quite sure Ben-
digo will benefit greatly by the 
electors voting No. i for Mr. Kean 
on October 12, 1929. — C. GIOVAN-
ETTI. 

ECHUCA.—The October meeting of 
the Echuca Branch was held in the 
Drivers' Room, at 10.30 a.m. on Sun- 
day, October 13. Comrade A'Vard 
presided over a good attendance of 
members. Correspondence was read 
and being rather plentiful, took up a 
lot of time. We are pleased to hear 
that the Housing Committee is going 
to visit Echuca to see into the build-
ing of more Departmental Houses as 
the charges for rant are beyond a fair 
thing in Echuca. Our Secretary, who 
was delegate to the Annual Confer-
ence, gave an interesting talk on 
matters relating to what took place 
at the Conference. Things háve been 
busy in our district for the last month, 
and  we have had extra crews from 
Bendigo to cope with the live stock 
specials as the feed is very scarce and 
the stock has to be shifted away. 
There was great excitement when one 
of our comrades arrived with the 
wireless report of the Federal Elec-
tions, and we were all very pleased 
to see the Labour members in the 
positions they are in and hope to see 
them stop there so that they can 
remedy some of the mistakes of the 
Bruce Government. General business 
was light, only a few items listed for 
deputation. The meeting closed at 
12.15 p.m.—A. E. MATTHEWS. 

JOLIMONT.—The Jolimont Branch 
held its ordinary meeting in the Loco 

Hall on Sunday, October 13, 1929, at 
10.30 a.m. Mr. B. B. Deveney was in 
the chair. Minutes of previous meet-
ing, were read and confirmed. The re-
sult of the Federal elections was dis-
cussed by members and a resolution 
was carried congratulating the leaders 
of the Labour Party and the A.L.P. 
on the result of the elections, the 
resolution to be  sent to the Executive. 
Arising out of the minutes a com-
plaint was made that all the electric 
locomotives were not fitted with water 
bags, etc. The chairman and secre-
tary were instructed to attend to this 
matter. 

Correspondence. — From the Divi-
sional secretary: Executive report to 
Annual Conference on financial and 
special matters. Nomination papers 
for the election of general officers and 
executive for 1930. Copies of minutes 
of 1929 Annual Conference. The meet-
ing decided not to read the minutes of 
conference as it would take too long, 
but any member wishing to read them 
could obtain same from the branch 
secretary, and that a notice be posted 
at Jolimont to this effect. Further 
from the Divisional secretary: A copy 
of the fourth report of the State 
Superannuation Board for year ended 
June 30, 1929. The meeting discussed 
the Board's report, and took exception 
to the recall provision, section 50, 
which shows that the Board is evi-
dently of the opinion that railway 
pensioners should be recalled to duty 
although not capable of performing 
the duties upon which they were en-
gaged at the time of retirement. If 
given effect to, this would be most 
serious for our members as it would 
mean that an engineman would have 
the right of retirement if unable to 
perform his duties, but could be im-
mediately recalled, and forced to take 
some other position at a lower rate 
of pay. The Board's reference to the 
Retrenchment section of the Act also 
shows how necessary it is to see that 
no attempts are made by Parliament 
to interfere with either the present 
recall section, or the retrenchment sec-
tion. After discussion the following 
resolution was carried: That this 
meeting of the Jolimont branch em-
phatically protests against any inter-
ference with the Superannuation Act 
as far as the recall section or the re-
trenchment section is concerned. The 
want of organisation was brought 
under notice at the meeting. The 
chairman explained that this matter 
was dealt with at Annual Conference. 
The next business was the nomination 
cf general officers and executive for 
1930. The following were nomi-
nated — Vice-President: W. Cranston 
and J. Allen; Treasurer: F. Myers, N. 
Pout, and J. Lester; Federal Dele-
gate: R. Matheson; A.L.P. Conference 

Delegates: A. S. Drakeford, W. Stibbs, 
A. Lewis, R. Matheson, B. B. Deveney, 
J. Crough; Executive: J. Lester, N. 
Pout, W. Preece, W. Lowns, W. Glenn, 
B. B. Deveney, J. Crough, T. Smith, 
R. Hunter, W. Thompson, W. Regan, 
K. Shaw, J. Ellison, D. Henderson. No 
further business. Meeting closed at 
12.20 p.m.—J. CROUGH. 

KORUMBURRA. — The usual 
monthly meeting was held in the 
Class Room on Sunday, October 13, 
at 10.30 a.m. Comrade Dent had the 
chair to a good attendance. Comrade 
McCracken, together with Comrades 
Thompson and Gladstone, being busy 
in preparation for their visit to Lily-
dale to compete in the Ambulance 
competition finals, having won the 
district event. It was some time be-
fore the meeting got under way, as 
members were busy perusing the 
special edition to ascertain how many 
seats our party was likely to hold 
after the elections. The results were 
very pleasing to members and far ex-
ceeded their expectations. Correspon-
dence was heavy as the previous meet-
ing had lapsed for lack of members, 
but, after wading through same, 
general business caused a good dis-
cussion with a number of items listed 
for attention. The meeting closed at 
1 p.m.—H. BOARDER. 

MARYBOROUGH. — The ordinary 
meeting was held in the Workers' 
Hall, on Sunday, October 13, 1929. 
Mr. D. Kennedy presided over a good 
attendance. The first business was a 
review of the count available for the 
elections, which at that time looked 
good, but has since proved better, and 
at last it is apparent that workers 
have decided to give Labour a trial, 
rather than suffer a reduction of pay. 
The correspondence was a lengthy file, 
and caused a good deal of discussion. 
The result of the deputations to Local 
officers was made known to the meet-
ing, and was received with mixed feel-
ings. Members were surprised that 
the depot foreman had turned down a 
request to place a light on the W.C.'s, 
and believe that if he had to find his 
way to them during darkness, a 
different view would have been taken 
by him, as slush lamps are not always 
available when this convenience has 
to be used, and it is to be hoped that 
the Executive will be able to con-
vince Head Office that Maryborough 
enginemen are only wanting what is 
supplied at other depots and which it 
is believed was overlooked by the 
engineer when the light was installed 
at this depot. Business has been a bit 
brisk and the Supers have had another 
run of work, but the prospects for the 
future are far from bright. Recent 
rains have made the crops near Mary-
borough look up, but the far North is 
done. Water is a scarce item, engines 
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having to haul the water necessary 
for the trip. There are still plenty of 
complaints of dirty boilers. General 
business was weighty, and a few more 
items for local deputations were 
listed. There was a nice shower of 
rain to greet members when the chair-
man declared the meeting closed at 
5.30 p.m.—F. CHAMBERLAIN. 

STATE MINE.—The monthly meet- 
of  above branch was held in 

Di ivei s' Room on Sunday, October 13, 
before a good muster of members. 
The minutes of previous meeting were 
read and confirmed. Correspondence 
read and received.. The report of our 
Annual Conference Delegate was 
listened to attentively, and from some 
of his remarks, it would seem that the 
division is still divided on the Rule 
l0 question. This is a bad state of 
affairs to say the least, at these 
times of industrial and financial stress 
when all our resources are needed to 
fight the retrenchment schemes of the 
Department. The financial side of the 
division for the half year still shows 
a tendency of some members to slip 
behind with the payment of their con-
tributions, although taken on the 
whole, we stand in a good position 
financially, and if some of the delin-
quent would only see the errors of 
their ways we should attain that 100 
per cent. so  eagerly sought for by the 
general officers. The inauguration of 
the push and pull with the C class 
came in for a good deal of discussion, 
chief among which was the standing 
down of six of our Supers, some of 
them senior men with 4 and 5 years' 
:service to their credit. It is an appal- 

state of affairs that these men 
who have given the best years of their 
lives to the service should be so un-
ceremoniously passed to the list of 
unc;mployed whilst junior men are 
allowed to take their jobs. Local 
grievances were very light, and meet-
ing closed at 1 p.m.—J. M. DRUM-
MOND. 

STAWELL.—Our October monthly 
meeting was held in V.R.I. Rooms on 
October 13, 1929. Minutes were read 
and confirmed, and correspondence and 
Executive's report read and discussed. 
No items were listed for • Depot Fore-
man on account of the Stawell Depot 
practically being closed up from the 
14th. Only a few are left in Stawell 
to carry on the business, which is a 
great blow to railway men who own 
heir p operties, after putting all 

their life-savings into it. Superannu-
ation report was discussed, and strong 
exception was taken in Clause 50 prac-
tically compelling employees to take 
a reduction instead of retiring. A 
resolution was passed asking the Exe-
cutive to strongly protest against 
same. Great rejoicing in our town be-
cause we have returned our Labour 

:tan to the Corangamite seat. In fact 
it has been a great Labour victory all 
over the country, and it is up to the 
country to turn the tables when the 
State elections take place. — A. E. 
DANS. 

WODONGA. — The usual monthly 
meeting of the Wodonga branch was 
held on October 13. Comrade A. Reid 
presiding in the absence of our chair-
man, who was away on leave. The 
minutes of the previous meeting be-
ing read and confirmed, correspon-
dence read and received, and all items 

-appertaining to them being dealt with. 
The delegate's report from : Confer-
ence was then taken, and pleased to 
say that everything had been done 
as to the wishes of the members: 
that is the greatest good to the great-
est numbers. General business was 
then brought along. Only a few items 
were put forward for the high ranks, 
the others were for the locality. The 
stock has started to move on our 
mountain route again. We have ad-
vanced a little this year. We have 
started the double-heading, but it does 
not seem to agree with our road. This 
track is one that should adhere to the 
great slogan, `Safety First." Let us 
hope that our Chief will listen to local 
conditions that govern individual 
cases, abolish the tender first running 
and double-heading over this particu-
lar road. We have made this request, 
and hope that it will be acceded to in 
the future. Now the elections are over 
and the prospects of a new change in 
the reign of Government tampering 
with the customs that existed over a 
long period often proves a failure. 
However, our arbitration system will 
still continue to shine more brightly 
now than ever. Since our last meet-
ing, we have lost one of our oldest 
Drivers at this Depot in the person 
of Comrade F. S. Hobbs. Frank has 
been in this Depot in the vicinity of 
20 years, and has been transferred to 
Seymour to take up running to the 
capital. Before he left us, he was pre-
sented with a souvenir from the mem-
bers of the Wodonga branch. We wish 
him and his family every success in 
their new sphere. As the afternoon 
was drawing on, our chairman then 
declared the meeting closed. Meet-
ing closed 4.45 p.m.—G. H. LYNCH. 

CENTRAL.—The October meeting 
was held on Sunday 13th, Comrade 
J. Allan presiding over a moderate 
attendance. 

A request was read to members 
from Annual Conference asking each 
member to contribute 2/- to the 
expenses of Labor candidates at last 
Federal election, and as there are a 
number of members who have not 
yet done so, this may act as a re-
minder that it is not yet too late  

to assist the movement. A large 
debt has been incurred but it is con-
fidently expected that all our mem-
bers at least will pay up. A 
glorious victory has been achieved 
and a reactionary Government 
deposed from office, and we look to 
the future with hope that something 
of real benefit to all classes of the 
community, and particularly the 
working class, will be achieved. 

Nominations were taken for the 
various official positions for the year 
1930, and judging by the enthusiasm 
displayed it augurs well for the well 
being of our organisation. Most if 
not all retiring members are seeking 
re-election for Executive, and with a 
new team contesting the result will 
be interesting. 

Copies of Annual Conference 
minutes were available for meeting 
but the lateness of the hour pre-
vented members from hearing them 
read, but they are available to each 
and every financial member who de-
sires to peruse them; and as they 
are full of vital decisions to mem-
bers all members are advised to read 
them. 

Literature was also available from 
the State Instrumentalities Unions' 
Committee, which shows the untiring 
fight that is being waged against 
the proposal to eliminate govern-
ment workers from the Federal 
Court arena. 

The report of State Superannua-
tion Board for year ending 30th 
June, 1929, was also available, and 
in certain clauses is diametrically 
opposed to certain concessions and 
privileges which we now have, and if 
the proposals of the Board were 
adopted would be detrimental to our 
interests. We must watch closely 
all suggested amendments to Act 
because if certain suggestions were 
put into effect they would render the 
Act useless as far as we are con-
cerned. 

After a conference between A. 
Galbraith, Sec., Victorian Railways 
Institute, N. Hankin, mechanic 
and driver rail motors, and W. 
Lewis, Central Branch Sec., it has 
been decided to form a class in con-
nection with the Institute to learn 
the mechanism and driving of in-
ternal combustion engines. The class 
will be an oral class for a beginning, 
but if sufficient interest is shown by 
members there is every reason 
to assume that a correspondence 
class could be also started. Members 
are advised to enrol in this class as 
soon as students are called for. 

The C.M.E. has given his sanction 
to the arrangement anél Norman 
Hankin will be instructor, and under 
his capable tuition and practical 
knowledge students should rapidly 
become proficient in the driving and 
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mechanism of rail motors. 
The refusal of "The Radiator and 

Fan Committee" to recommend an 
electric fan for drivers and cleaners' 
rooms respectively will be taken up 
with C.M.E. 

The complaint that there is a 
broken rail behind the Franklin 
Street signal box was taken up with 
the authorities who state that 
another rail is on order and in the 
meantime the track is under ob-
servation and is quite safe. We are 
just a little doubtful about the 
track being safe, but the fact that 
we have brought the matter under 
notice should exonerate drivers in 
the event of an accident at this 
particular point. 

More books are available now on 
"Rules and Regulations" and "Engine 
and Brake," and any member who 
requires them may obtain same on 
application. The price is 2/-
each.—W. LEWIS. 

COLAC.—The ordinary monthly 
meeting of the Colac Branch was held 
on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 13, at 2.30 
p.m., Comrade T. Pearce presiding 
over a good attendance of members. 
There is still seating accommoda-
tion for many more, so make an 
effort on the 2nd Sunday of every 
month to attend your branch meeting 
and assist your branch officers to 
carry out the important work of your 
Union. 

Minutes of previous meeting were 
read and confirmed and the business 
arising out of the same duly dealt 
with, and next item was corres-
pondence. There was, as usual, a large 
bundle of interesting matters con-
cerning this branch and the members 
of the Union in general. 

A reply was received from Mr. 
Gibson, Postmaster-General, who 
represented Corangamite as a Country 
Party member in the Federal Parlia-
ment, stating that he would support 
the measure before Federal Parlia-
ment, as he thought it would be in 
the best interests of the community 
as a whole, whilst at the same time 
not being to the detriment of the 
employees in any industry, who will 
still be able to have their industrial 
problems dealt with by an appro-
priate tribunal. 

Now Mr. Gibson has been forced 
to retire from Federal Parliament, 
and the electors of Corangamite have 
returned Colonel R. A. Crouch as 
their Labor representative. 

Our secretary was called on by 
the chairman to give his report of 
proceedings of Annual Conference, 
and by his report and the time he 
was attending Conference, all was 
not rosy at the Loco Hall. A vote 
of thanks was carried for the able 

manner in which the report was sub-
mitted to the meeting by our young 
and energetic secretary. 

The contributions for election 
funds were only fair and the total 
amount collected was disappointing 
at this branch. 

Get ready—there is a possibility of 
a State election at any time. Do your 
bit by a little financial assistance AT 
ONCE. 

There is to be an alteration on the 
Crowes—Colac running, which means 
more rest jobs for Colac, and with-
drawal of engine and crew from 
Crowes, also S.M.'s from Gellibrand 
and Beech Forest.  The  line is to be 
in charge of Travelling S. Master. 

This branch is proud to know that 
Annual Conference has made Com-
rade A. S. Drakeford, M.L.A., a life 
member of the Victorian Division of 
the A.F.U.L.E., and we congratulate 
most heartily our worthy comrade on 
having the honor of being the first 
life member of our Union in Victoria. 

Quite a lot of discussion took 
place over electing a representative 
on the coal board, and finally com-
rade T. Pearce was elected to attend 
Coal Board conferences. 

A special meeting  has  been called 
for Sunday, Oct. 27th, to consider a 
new roster submitted by Geelong 
which does not appeal to members at 
Colac. 

Colac is apparently getting a 
mania for rosters, and there floes not 
appear to be any cure for this roster 
epidemic either with Garratt or 
small engines up this way. 

"Southern" coal is causing a lot of 
trouble on the locomotives and quite 
a lot more at home with mum on 
washing days—excessive use cf soap 
means an increase in the cost of 
living.—A. HYATT. 

Comrade Drakeford is not the first 
life member appointed by the 
Division. Comrade Maurice Quinn, 
President, 1903-5, was the first life 
member; Comrade Steve Samson, 
President, 1914-15 and 1924-25, was 
the second life member, whilst Com-
rade Drakeford is the third life mem-
ber. All life members are in the 
best of health.—EDITOR.  

of the union is to be formed at 
1ramilton early in the new year. 

Quite a number of items of general 
importance were discussed including 
report of the Superannuation Boare 
for year ended 30th June, 1929, and 
members were indignant at the 
board's suggestion that railway 
pensioners snould be recalled and 
given work other than the work em-
ployed upon at the time of retire-
ment. 

The unfortunate position of the 
super cleaners, the abolition of fuel 
ccnservation meetings, and road 
transport competition were also dis-
cussed, and we feel sure that, arising 
out of the discussions, benefit will 
result to our members. 

Owing to various circumstances the 
local deputation to the depot foreman 
has not been held and several new 
items were added to the list. 

The present broken shift for shed 
drivers is still causing dissension 
amongst the men as we feel that 
there is no necessity for a broken 
shift at a place like Ararat. 

A vote of appreciation to our con-
ference delegate, Comrade Romer, 
was carried by all present. 

(Sgd.) L. A EVANS. 

State Elections, 

Labor Candidates 

Returned Un-opposed 

ARARAT BRANCH.—The monthly 
meeting of the Ararat branch was 
held on Sunday, 13th October. There 
was a large attendance of members 
who were all eager to hear our 
delegate's report upon annual con-
ference proceedings. 

Our delegate presented a complete 
and interesting report which showed 
that, generally speaking, our union 
is in a satisfactory position. We 
were pleased to learn that a branch 

Brunswick—JEWELL, James Robert. 

Carlton—SOLLY, Robert Henry. 

Clifton Hill—BLACKBURN, 
Maurice M. 

Coburg—KEANE, Frank. 

Collingwood—TUNNECLIFFE, 
Thomas. 

Flemington—HOLLAND, John Joseph. 

Footscray—PRENDERGAST, 
George M. 

Melbourne—HAYES, Thomas. 

Northcote—CAIN, John. 

Richmond—COTTER, Edmund John. 

Williamstown—LJMMON, John. 

Wonthaggi—McKENZIE, William Geo. 

Bendigo—COOK, A. E. 

Maryborough—FROST, G. C. 

STATE ELECTIONS 
Polling `Day : 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
VOTE LABOR 
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'Tasmanian Division 

It can reasonably be claimed that 
the six anti-labor candidates brought 
out every vote  that could be polled 
against Labor, yet Comrade Culley 
swept the board with all of them and 
some of them paid the penalty of 
their political • rashness by contribut-
ing between them approx. £100 to 
the Federal revenue. In Wilmot and 
Bass with two of the State's leading 
politicians in the field fighting labor's 
battle in what were considered 
Nationalism strongholds the struggle 
was expected to be both spectacular 
and deeply interesting. Tasmania 
could ill afford such personalities as 
"Joe" Lyons and "Allan" Guy from its 
legislative halls and if Bruce and his 
political friends were right both of 
these stalwarts were committing 
political suicide. The scrap proved 
the contention of many who felt that 
had it been found possible to release 
Allan Guy from State politics earlier, 
Bass would have been won for labor 
previously. The majority of nearly 
5,000 votes was a tribute to him 
personally as well as a participation 
in the great swing toward labor 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

Another feature was the work of 
the campaign committees operating 
in Denison with Comrade J. Hohne 
as  secretary. In Darwin with Hon. 
James McDonald as organiser. In 
Bass and Wilmot with Comrade the 
C. Barnard as secretary. 
latter practically the whole of the 
campaign work of organisation in 
Wilmot was done by the secretary. 
In all these centres the various 
workers threw themselves into the 
fight with will and vigor and that 

the experience in organisation was a 
valuable factor is shown by the many 
congratulations to them and their 
committees. In handling the cam-
paign in Bass and Wilmot Comrade 
Barnard undertook the running of a 
"doubleheader" over territory which 
had not been previously negotiated 
by any driver of a political train. 
That the train was kept intact 
throughout the difficult journey and 
landed the "goods" safely and proved 
successful in every way is no mean 
compliment to the hand at the 
regulator. Joe Lyons' victory was 
expected by Labor. He has carried 
a great reputation amongst Tas-
manians of all shades of political 
thought and it is doubtful if any 
other man in the state could have 
wrenched the seat from such a 
popular veteran as Mr. L. Atkinson. 
Everywhere the fight was keen and 
labor's supporters full of enthusiasm 
Never has there been a fight where 
there was so much literature, 
well 	prepared and thoroughly 
distributed. 	Both sides were placed 
before the people clearly and 
without being clouded by side 
issues and the people recorded 
an emphatic verdict. Franklin was 
left uncontested by labor but Darwin 
polled surprising figures for labor 
which will be a definite indication to 
the Nationalists' representatives, if 
such is necessary, that the attitude 
towards labor's programme is being 
watched for future eventualities. 
The visit of our Labor leader and 
Prime Minister, Mr. J. Scullin and 
his inspiring speeches gave a great 
stimulus to the campaign throughout 
the island. In Wilmot Comrade C. E. 
Smith (Mole Creek) rendered splendid 
service, spending several days of his 
annual leave touring the back 
country in his car, with literature 
and house to house canvass. In 
Denison, Comrades Burge, Wadding-
ton, McDermott and others assisted 
the committee during the campaign, 
while there are many examples of 
valuable help from others too 
numerous to specify herein in detail. 

Fair reward and sure must be the 
fruits of victory in a well-fought 
fight backed with the knowledge that 
we have sent to our Federal Parlia-
ment good men and true in Labor's 
cause who are entitled to our support 
and consideration in as great a task 
as ever faced a political party in our 
Commonwealth, viz., that of 
straightening out the tangle which 
too many years of Nationalism has 
left us in and restoring Australia to 
that status in which it was left when 
labor was displaced from power 15 
years ago.—CONTRIBUTED. 

CONFERENCE WITH C.M.E. 

Launceston, 
October 8, 1929 

A conference was held with the 
C.M.R. and C.M.E. on September 23, 
when the Union was represented by 
the President (Mr. G. B. Roberts) 
and Divisional Secretary. The follow-
ing subjects were dealt with:— 

SUPPLY OF COAL.—Af ter this 
subject had been fairly fully 
ventilated • on. behalf of the Union, 
the C.M.R. stated he was a member 
of a commission at present in-
vestigating this question, particularly 
from the point of view of shortage 
of supplies, which, he expected, 
would have concluded its enquiries 
by the middle of October. Under the 
terms of their appointment the 
committee would be considering the 
question of supplying Blue Seam 
Cornwall where it was suitable. 
As commissioner for railways he 
was particularly interested in this 
coal, as he agreed with the view ex-
pressed by deputation that the best 
coal that the State could produce 
should be used on the railway 
system. Preolenna was out of the 
question, due to the seams being too 
small and dipping inwards. Catara-
man was in much the same position 
and is a wet mine; in addition to 
this disadvantage the coal disin-
tegrates almost as soon as it is 
exposed to the atmosphere. C.M.R. 
suggested that the question might 
be held over for further considera-
tion when the committee had con-
cluded its investigation, when he 
would be in a better position to ex-
press an opinion upon the matter. 

APPOINTMENT OF LOCO IN-
SPECTOR. — C.M.R. stated this 
matter would be finalised next 
week. Deputation raised the ques-
tion from the point of view of 
giving satisfaction to those who 
were applicants for the position, 
as well as the general con-
tentment of the sta ff . 

SPEED LIMITS.—The contention 
of the Union is that the speed boards 
cannot be observed in their entirety 
and maintain schedule. The sugges-
tion made on behalf of the men is 
that the boards for curves over 
15 chains radius could be removed, 
and the speed lifted on the 12-chain 
to 15-chain a good deal higher than 
the present maximum. C.M.R. 
finally decided to get the whole data 
from the engineer of existing lines, 
and compare them with the speeds 
operating in other States. He also 
stated that one or two curves that he 
had looked into with the object of 
making them easier would be too 
costly to undertake at the present 
time. 

FEDERAL ELECTIONS. 

LABOR'S SWEEPING VICTORY 

Tasmania can claim to have 
emerged from the recent election 
campaign with honour for those who 
stood for election as, and for those 
who worked for the election of, 
Labor candidates. With three-fifths 
of the State's representatives in the 
House of Representatives in the 
hands of Labor with such as J. A. 
Lyons, J. A. Guy and C. Culley, 
Tasmanian citizens can rest content 
in the knowledge that they will be 
represented by men capable of doing 
full justice to the interest of the 
state and big enough to work for 
Australia as a whole. The dismal 
faction and croaking prophets who 
were so sure that Denison was 
"gone" were given some color by the 
rush of candidates offering their ser-
vices to the electors. How far the 
prophesies were justified is clear by 
the result. 
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f SIGNALS. — C.M.R. stated that 
owing to the inspector being on his 
long leave the report made some 
time ago had been held over. Now 
that he had returned, the C.M.R. 
hoped to be able to go thoroughly 
into the matter. Deputation brought 
under notice the new signal placed at 
Parattah, which, it felt, was .rot in 
conformity with the railway practice 
in other countries. This is also to 
be looked into. 

ENGINE SHED, FITZGERALD.--
C.M.R. stated that this matter had 
not been gone on with, due to the en-
quiry into the proposal to extend 
the line. He did not think it ad-
visable to proceed with this until it 
was known what the recommendation 
of the committee would be. If the 
line was to go further afield, tnen 
he would need to provide temporary 
engine-shed accommodation there, 
otherwise a more permanent struc-
ture would be provided. 

HOUSING ACCOMMODATION, 

CONARA.—C.M.R. stated that the 
question of housing accommodation 
at Conara was under consideration. 
He wanted to get a complete plan of 
the yard with the object of building 
houses upon some definite plan, to 
accommodate married men. The 
cottages when built, should be laid 
out upon some definite plan. There 
were several good cottages on the 
western line that could be suitably 
placed in a centre such as Conara. 
He would not agree to transfer an old 
condemned cottage there. 

RULE BOOKS. — C.M.R. stated 
that the rule book and appendix were 
being brought up to date. The 
former was at present in the hands 
of the printer. As soon as books 
were available they would be issued 
to the staff. 

(Sgd.) H.  C. BARNARD 

Divisional Secretary. 
Hobart, 

September 10, 1929. 

Mr. H. C. Barnard, 
Divisional Secretary, 
Aust. Federated Union of Loco. 
Enginemen, 
16 Hampden Street, 

I AUNCESTON. 

Dear Sir,—With reference to your 
letter of the 27th July, a reply to 
which has been held up owing to my 
frequent absences from Hobart, I 
regret very much that you have been 
given cause to complain of a breach 
of the award in respect of hours of 
the crew of No. 39 western line 
train on the 11th and 25th idem. 

I find on investigation that the 
excess of hours resulted owing to the 
officer-in-charge of the loading at 
Devonport not being fully in touch 
with the actual loading of the train. 
This resulted in the train being given 
altogether too much work to do, 
which prevented it from keeping to 
schedule time. The matter has been 

Our Federal President, Comrade 
A. S. Drakeford, M.L.A., is the Labor 
candidate for Essendon. He has 
three Nationalist opponents. This 
means three committees working 
against him. All Nationalist 
candidates advise to. vote Drakeford 
No. 4. The work performed for the 
electors of Essendon should result 
in an increased majority for our 
worthy Federal President on 30th 
November. 

Labor's solution of the unemployed 
problem is preference to, and en-
couragement of, Australian indus-
tries, also the immediate starting of 
developmental and reproductive 
works. Nationalism has no definite 
policy and sets a very bad example 
to private employers by dismissing 
hundreds of Government employees, 
although there is work waiting to be 
done.. 

Labor's Unemployed Insurance Bill 
was rejected by the Legislative 
Council. This Bill would have re-
lieved the dire distress at present 
existing on account of unemployment. 
Labor is pledged to unemployed 
insurance as well as the abolition of 
the Legislative Council as this 
Upper House prevents the desires of 
the people" being effected as well as 
being a costly and unnecessary in-
stitution. 

During the 15 months Labor held 
office it passed 72 Bills at 
an average cost to the country of 
£2,000 a Bill. Since then the 
McPherson Government has passed 
seven Bills at an average cost of 
£25,000 a Bill. 

There is no variation in the basic 
wage for quarter commencing 1st 
November, as the increase of three 
points in the cost of living figure as 
compiled by the Commonwealth 
Statistician was not sufficient to 
bring the figure into a higher group. 
A further increase of two points is 
necessary to secure the increase of 
2d. per day. 

The road motor competition which 
is depriving our members of employ-
ment and mainly responsible for the  

taken up strongly with the officer at 
fault and I feel sure that as the out-
come of the present investigation 
your organisation will have no 
further cause to complain. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) F. P. St. Hill. 
Commissioner. 

deficit upon the working of the rail-
ways, would be handled in a com-
pet:nt manner by the State Govern-
ment, if Labor is returned to power 
as the State platform provides:— 
(a) All railways and tramways 

(also motor omnibuses and motor 
lorries engaged in competition 
with the railways and tram-
ways) be owned and controlled 
by the State through a board, 
on which the workers engaged 
in the industry shall have direct 
representation. 

(b) Interest charge on State rail-
ways to be allocated from the 
proceeds of the Land Value Tax. 

(c) Reduction of railway freights 
and fares by the full measure 
of the Land Tax. 

(d) Taxation of the unimproved 
value of land subject to an 
exemption of £500. 

Fourteen Labor members have been 
returned unopposed. This inçludes 
three country members and clearly 
demonstrates that Labor is now 
recognised as the proper party to 
govern in both metropolitan and 
country districts. 

JOIN THE 

Loco Self=Denial Fund 
NO ENTRANCE FEE. 

CONTRIBUTIONS 	9d. WEEK 

BENEFITS 	 £2 WEEK 

DEATH LEY Y 1/- PER MEMBER 

Over 900 Members have joined th.s 
Fund. 

Get a RULE BOOK on joining. 

DO IT NOW AND HELP 
YOURSELF. 

T. DAWSON. Secretary 
7 Thoinson-street. Seddon. W ll. 

Sparks ! 
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AUSTRALIAN FEDERATED 
UNION OF 

LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEMEN 
(Victorian Division). 

Result of Annual Election for General 
Officers and Executive Committee for 

1930.  

GENERAL OFFICERS. 

President:  
R. Matheson (D) (Unopposed). 

Vice President : 

J. Allan (D) 	.. .. 
W. Cranston (D) .. .. 
T. Dawson (D) ..  .. .. 

Treasurer: 

*N. V. Pout (E.T.D.) ..  
F. Myers (D) . .. .. 
J. Lester (E.T.D.) ..  .. 
A. Chisholm ,(D) .. .. . . 

Executive Committee:  
North Melbourne:—  

*W. T. Williames (F)  .. 
"H. Devene (D) ..  .. .. 
*N. Puller (D) . 	.. 
*F. T. Rolfe (F)  . . 
*A. E. Dawson (F)  .. 	 .. 

*R. Fitzgerald (C)  .. 
*L. Lynch (D) ..  .. 
*P. McFaull (D)  .. 
J, Allan (D) 	. .. .. .. 
W. Bishop (D) ..  .. .. 
T. Dawson (D) ..  
C. Franklin (D) ..  
L. Dotson (D) .. 	.. 
H. Ashford (D) .. 	.. 
w. Lewis (D) 	.. 	.. 
R. J. Collins (D) .. 	.. 
C. Wake (D)  .. .. 	.. 
F. Judkins (D) .. .. 	.. 
F. Ludwig (D) ..  .. 	 .. 

C. Ford (F)  .. .. .. 	 .. 

T.  Michell (D) .. .. 	.. 
J. Callaghan (D) .. 	.. 
R. Williams (D) .. .. 	.. 
Jolimont 
*K. Shaw (E.T.D.) .. .. 

• *D. Henderson (E.T.D.) 
*W. Glenn . (E.T.D.) .. 
*W. Regan (E.T.D.) .. 
J. Crough (E.T.D.) .. . . .. 

T. Smith (E.T.D.) .. .. 
J. Lester (E.T.D.) .. .. 
R. Hunter (E.T.D.) . .. 

B. Deveney (E.T.D.) .. 

Federal Conference Delegate:  
R. Matheson (D) (Unopposed). 

A.L.P. Easter Conference Delegates:  
Votes 

*A. S. Drakeford (M.L.A.) 

';`R. Matheson (D) N. Melb. .. 
*W. Stibbs (D) Wonthaggi .. 
*A. C. Lewis (D) Traralgon .. 
C. Franklin (D) N. Melb. .. 
J. Crough (E.T.D.) Jolimont .. 
B. B. Deveney (E.T.D.) Jolimont 
W. Lewis (D) N. Melb. .. 
F. Palmer (D) Maryborough .. 
R. James (F) Ararat .. .. .. 
A. Romer (D) Ararat . .. .. 
P. McFaull (D) N. Melb..... 
L. Hillhouse (D) Geelong .. 
S. Parker (D) Colac .. .. 

Note:—The names marked (*) 
declared elected.  

(Sgd.) W. J. THOMPSON, 
9/11/29. 	 Returning Officer. 

Why Women  
Should  

Vote Labor!  
BECAUSE  

The Labor Party puts the needs  
of the children first, and demands  
for all of them opportunities of  
good education, good health, and  
good surroundings. It wants to do  
away with poverty, sickness, and  

ignorance.  

BECAUSE  
The Labor Party seeks to promote  
the welfare of the mothers and  
ensures that all shall have the  
food, rest, medical and nursing care  
necessary for healthy motherhood.  

BECAUSE  
The Labor Party demands shorter  
hours and better conditions for  
workers in the industrial field and  
women in their homes.  

BECAUSE  
The Labor Party, in order to make  
the toil of the women at home less 

 heavy, demand better houses,  
planned as housewives want them.  

BECAUSE  
The Labor Party proposes that all  
widows and mothers who have  
children dependent upon them,  
but have lost their breadwinners  
through death or sickness, should 

 receive pensions sufficient to keep  
them and their children proper];  
without taint of charity.  

State Elections  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1929 

Vote for Labor  
Candidates.  

Albert Park—Cr. A. K. WAI a,.^CE. 
Ballarat—W. J. McADAM, M.L.A.  
Barwon—J. C. BOND.  
Boroondara—R. DODMAN.  
Bulla-Dalhousie — E. T. POLLARD,  

M.L.A.  
Castlemaine-Kyneton — Cr. J. E.  

SATCHELL.  
Dandenong—Cr. H. M. CREMEAN.  
Dundas—W. SLATER, M.L.A.  
Essendon — A. S. DRAKEFORD,  

M.L.A.  
Evelyn-Cr. E. F. G. HODGES.  
Geelong—W. BROWNBILL, M.L.A.  
Gippsland South—M. M. MULCAHY.  
Gippsland West—R. C. GARLICK.  
Grant—R. T. HJORTH, M.L.A.  
Hampden—A. HUGHES, M.L.A.  
Hawthorn—W. H. HULSE.  
Heidelberg—G. C. WEBBER, M.I,.A.  
Kew—CYRIL MURPHY.  
Lowan—J. A. McDONALD.  
Mildura—Cr. J. PATTERSON.  
Mornington—Cr. J. JACK.  
Nunawading—J. McKELLAR.  
Oakleigh—S. H. REID, M.L.A.  
Polwarth—P. B. HILL.  
Port Fairy-Glenelg — E. E. BOND,  

M.L.A.  
Port Melbourne — J. L. MURPHY,  

M.L.A.  
Prahran—A, R. JACKSON, M.L.A.  
Stawell-Ararat—F. BROPHY.  
Toorak--J. V. STOUT.  
Upper Goulburn-E. WITHERS.  
Walh ellù W. J. McGRATH.  
Wangaratta—Cr. C. A. WALKER.  
Waranga—J. P. MINOGUE. 
VJ.rrenheip Grenville—E. J. HOGAN,  

M.L.A.  
Warrnambool—H. S. BAILEY, M.L.A. 

STATE ELECTIONS  
Polling Day :  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30  
8 a.m. to 8 n.m.  
VOTE LABOR.  

1306  
1.119  
864  
823  
344  
320  
305  
255  
164  
137  
135  
117  
87  
51  

Vote LABOR on Saturday, November 30th  

All Election Articles appearing in this Journal are authorised by W. C. H. Collins, Loco Hall, Victoria St., Nth. Melbourne  
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