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E LOGO THEATRE 
Cleanliness 	Comfort 	Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures 

Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten 

UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL 
UNIONISTS, you know what the above 

means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
got, help them to keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia has 
the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to the boys and your 
families to 

Support The Loco. 

PROGRAMME CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY 

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE 
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C The Labor Ministry was sworn in  

on July 18, 1924, and the second  
Labor Government in the State of  
Victoria was brought into power.  

Labor met the House on July 22,  
and got Supply. The House then ad-
journed until August 26, being five  
weeks' adjournment to enable the  
Labor Government to prepare its mea-
sures.  

The Labor Ministry was in power  
from July 18 to November 18, 1924,  
when it was defeated by the Allan-
Peacock Coalition by six votes. The  
Ministry passed 21 bills, and at the  
time it was defeated had about 24  
others in its own name and in the  
names of members of the Party on the  

notice paper.  
At the time the Labor Government  

was put out of office the list of bills  

on the notice paper was:— 
Motor Omnibus.  
Game.  
Opticians' Registration.  
Police Offences.  
Forests.  
Electoral.  
Workers' Compensation.  
Public Service Salaries Board.  
Superannuation.  
Primary Products Advances.  
Factories and Shops.  
Fair Rents.  
Profiteering Prevention.  
Gas Regulation.  
Children's Maintenance.  
Apprenticeship.  
Administration and Probate.  
Agricultural and Country Develop-

ment Bank.  
Closer Settlement.  

And many others waiting to be placed  
on the notice paper.  

The attached will give some idea of  
the endeavors made by the Labor  

Ministry and its Party in Parliament,  

in trying to compass reform in both  
law and administration, in consonance  

with our Platform:— 

TAXATION PROPOSALS OF  
LABOR.  

Our taxation proposals were built  
upon the platform of the Labor Party.  

The income tax alteration, as stated  

by the Labor Treasurer in the House,  
on October 15, 1924, had a twofold  
object, namely, "to give relief to the  

poorer class of taxpayer, and to place  

on the more. wealthy a fairer propor-
tion of the burden of taxation." We  
therefore reduced the taxation of all  
persons earning below £200, allowed a  

married taxpayer, in addition, a de-
duction of £100 for his wife, and in-
creased the allowance for each child 
from £30 to £50. The concessions for 
wives and children were limited to 
taxpayers with incomes below £800. 
Sixty thousand people were thus  
omitted from the taxation field. The 
alterations made by these proposals 
showed that £95,000, taken mainly  
from wages, were not to be demanded 
in the future. To make up this sum  
(£95,000) and to provide for additional 
revenue, the sum of £495,000 was 
placed upon those with big incomes, 
and companies who had "the ability to 
pay," and in stamp duties. 

We proposed also that a scale of  
regular graduations of £1 should be  
made on all incomes, for taxation 
purposes. 

The income tax generally was, with 
our additions, the lowest in Australia. 

We proposed that company taxation 
should be increased from one shilling 
in the pound to 1/3. This would still 
be the lowest company tax imposed in 
the State or the Commonwealth. 

This total of new taxation would 
give about £416,500 clear. 

PREMIER AND TREASURER.  

Appointed a Royal Commission on 
the prices of bread and flour. 

Devoted large sums of money for 
the extension of the functions of city 
and provincial hospitals. 

Every possible effort was made to 
provide increased hospital accommo-
dation. 

Extra provision was made for bush-
nursing, and instructions were given 
that district nurses were to increase  
their efforts where hospital accommo-
dation could not be provided to help  
the sick poor—the extra cost to be  
met by the Treasury.  

Pig market site set apart for edu-
cational purposes. 

Finally authorised the purchase by 
the Electricity Commission of the 
Melbourne Electricity Supply Com-
pany's undertaking.  

Refused the State War Memorial  
Committee's demand for £50,000 pro-
mised by the Lawson Government to-
wards a war memorial, believing that  
a hospital or a useful public building 
would be a more fitting memorial. 

Creation of a Minister of Markets. 
Provision of food and shelter for 

unemployed. 
Sought to give reasonable treatment  

to public servants in relation to fur-
lough and sick leave. 

Instructed all the Departments to 
give decided preference to Australian  

manufactures, and before finalising, to 
refer to the Minister all cases where 
other than Australian tenders were  

recommended for acceptance, together  
with reasons for such recommenda-
tions. 

A Bill was prepared providing for 
price-fixing. 

A Bill was on the notice paper pro-
viding for regulation of rents. 

A Bill was prepared to apply 
superannuation to Public Service. 

CHIEF SECRETARY. 
Appointed Royal Commission to in-

quire into and report upon matters re-
lating to the police trouble in the year 
1923.  

Appointed Royal Commission to in-
vestigate allegations of ill-treatment 
of patients at Kew Asylum. 

Closed and ordered demolition of 
Melbourne Gaol, and set aside site for 
educational purposes.  

Amended the Children's Welfare 
Act to enable more generous treat-
ment to be given to boarded out chil-
dren, and to remove difficulties in the 
way of applicants. 

Changed name of Neglected Chil-
dren's Department to Children's Wel-
fare Department. 

Took initial steps to provide a Com-
mittee of psychological experts to 
examine individuals accused of serious 
crimes. 

Appointed Committee to report 
upon question of mental defectives, 
and submit recommendations; and 
provided funds for initial expenditure 
on institution at Janefield. 

Provided money for improved con-
ditions at Children's Welfare Depart-
ment at Royal Park, including kit-
chens and dormitories, nurses's quar-
ters, and remand building, all of which 
were urgently needed.  

Hastened removal of patients from 
old Yarra Bend Asylum. 

Introduced a Bill to extend the pro-
visions of Workers' Compensation 
Act, on the lines of Queensland legis-
lation. 

Made financial provision for im-
proved accommodation at mental hos-
pitals, and improved police accommo-
dation. 

Facilitated the reclassification of 
the General Division of the Public 
Service. 
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Prepared a measure to provide for 
a Classification Board for the Public 
Service. 

Raised status and increased pay of 
police women. 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

When the Labor administration was 
formed, the first act of the Attorney-
General was to withdraw all objections 
lodged by the previous Government 
against the registration of Public Ser-
vice organisations in the Arbitration 
Court. 

As a result of a large deputation 
from the Women's Organising Com-
mittee, urging the appointment of 
women as Justices of the Peace a Bill 
to accomplish this was brought down, 
but was defeated in the Legislative 
Council. It has since become law. 

Requests for re-opening of Courts 
of Petty Sessions in various country 
districts were approved, and several 
Courts were re-opened. 

MINISTER OF RAILWAYS. 

Authorised the Railway Commis-
sioners to tender for the supply of 
locomotives for the Queensland Gov-
ernment. 

Authorised the immediate erection 
of market sheds and platforms at 
Cowper Street, Melbourne, for the sale 
of agricultural products. The Trea-
surer advanced £25,000 to begin this 
work. 

Appointed a Committee to appor-
tion contributions from interested 
bodies, towards construction of a new 
road along Cowper Street, and from 
Dudley Street to Napier Street, Foot-
scray. 

Authorised the opening-up of the 
Dudley Coal Pit, at Wonthaggi, to re-
lieve unemployment. 

Reduced freight on 
products by ten per cent. 

Authorised the taking over and elec-
trification of the railway from Wil-
liamstown to Altona, so that workers 
who established homes there would be 
able to travel to and from their work 
in Melbourne. 

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. 

Authorised the remodelling and en-
largement of the State Sugar Mill at 
Maffra, and increased the payment for 
beet by 2/6 per ton. 

Abolished the dual inspection of 
Potatoes, and authorised the issue of 
growers' certificates. 

A Wire Netting Bill, liberalising the 
Wire Netting Act, to enable land 
settlers to obtain wire netting on 
liberal terms, was drafted by Labor, 
and was taken over by the Composite 
Government in its entirety, and 
Passed, with the assistance of the 
Labor Party. 

Prepared and passed through all 
stages in the Legislative Assembly a 
Cattle Compensation Bill, which is 
now on the Statute Book, providing 
for the prevention of disease, and for 
compensation for the destruction of 

competition. 
It' was the intention to substantially 

increase the number of scholarships 
tenable at State and approved second-
ary schools, and the University. 

diseased cattle. 
Investigated the dried fruits prob-

lem. Convened and presided at a con-
ference with the other States re or-
ganised marketing of dried fruits. 

Authorised an advance of 10d. per 
dozen on eggs stored in the Govern-
ment Cool Stores at Victoria Dock. 

MINISTER OF MARKETS. 

agricultural 

Passed through all stages in the 
Legislative Assembly a Compulsory 
Pool Bill for organised marketing of 
wheat. This Bill was defeated in the 
Legislative Council. 

When the compulsory pool was de-
feated, a Bill was passed through all 
stages in both Houses, providing for 
financing of wheat marketing through 
a voluntary pool. 

Passed through all stages, and 
placed on the Statute Book, a Milk 
Supply Bill, enabling the municipali-
ties to distribute and retail milk. 

Obtained additional shipping space 
for export of potatoes to West Aus-
tralia, thus relieving a glut. 

Provided for assistance to establish 
kerb markets in the suburbs for the 
sale of fruit. 

Arranged for export of a trial ship-
ment of pears to England. 

MINISTER OF LABOR. 

Removed the embargo placed upon 
some 50 wages boards by the previous 
Government. Thus, we prevented the 
suspension of the operation of boards 
and any existing determinations when 
the employes concerned obtained an 
award or agreement under the pro-
vision of the Federal Arbitration Act. 

in a number of trades it was found 
that the previous Government had 
divided the trades into two, and in one 
case into four parts, and appointed a 
wages board for each part. This state 
of affairs was altered, and the prin-
cinle of one wages board adopted. 

Vacancies in the staff of factories' 
inspectors had not been filled by the 
previous Government. This was at 
once remedied. 

Payment for wages board members 
was increased, and the cancelled pay-
ment for inspectors' work in the coun-
try districts was restored. 

In several cases, the country and 
metropolitan boards were amalga-
mated, and the one board's jurisdic-
tion extended to cover the whole State. 

A Bill to amend the Factories and 
Shons Act had been approved by 
Cabinet, which would have removed 
the embargo upon trade union secre-
taries sitting upon wages boards for 
their respective trades. 

MINISTER OF EDUCATION. 

Early in the career of the Labor 
Ministry, the Trades Hall Council of-
fered three prizes for the best essays 
on "Peace," to be written by children 
attending any of the schools in the 
State. This offer was accepted. and a 
joint committee of representatives of 
the Trades Hall Council and the de-
partment was approved to conduct the 

The case of the poorly-paid State 
school caretakers was taken up, and a 
scheme approved. The payments were 
to be made retrospective. 

A Bill was introduced, and the first 
reading carried, dealing with appren-
ticeship, based upon the recommenda-
tions of the majority of a recent con-
ference, which included the represen-
tatives of trades unionism. 

MINISTER OF LANDS. 

Gave directions that promptness 
must be shown in dealing with the 
business of the general public, and 
particularly regarding correspondence. 

Direction was given that no aliena-
tion of public reserves, parks, and 
foreshores would be sanctioned, and 
the action of a former Minister in 
parting with a portion of the fore-
shore at St. Kilda, to the Royal Yacht 
Club, was rescinded. 

Labor agreed to a Royal Commis-
sion to investigate soldier settlement, 
particularly regarding the purchasing 
of unsuitable land at exorbitant prices, 
also as to administration, but the 
Nationalists and the Country Party 
refused to appoint representatives 
thereon. The Composite Government 
has since appointed a Royal Commis-
sion, without any Labor representa-
tion, and has materially restricted the 
scope of such Commission. 

A Bill for the establishment of a 
State Agricultural and Country De-
velopment Bank was in course of pre-
paration when the Labor Government 
was defeated. 

On coming into office, the Labor 
Government found that the sum of 
£40,000 had been made available to the 
State Government to purchase wire 
netting for necessitous cases, on very 
liberal terms, extending over 20 years. 
Although this money had been avail-
able to the previous Governments for 
nine months, only £1300 had been 
made available to settlers. Minister 
immediately notified settlers that the 
money was available, and invited ap-
plications for wire netting. 

During the period of office, the 
Labor Government was represented 
by the Minister of Lands on the con-
ference between the Commonwealth 
and the States of Victoria, New South 
Wales, and South Australia, regarding 
the proposal to enlarge the foundations 
of the Hume Reservoir, to enable the 
reservoir to eventually be constructed 
to contain 2,000,000 acre feet, instead 
of 1,100,000 acre feet. The proposal 
was agreed to unanimously. Besides 
providing for the additional capacity 
of the reservoir, it made available im-
mediately a further sum of £350,000, 
which will give employment to an  ad-
ditional number of men for a long 
period. 
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The Labor Government stopped the  
further purchasing of estates under  
the system adopted by the National-
ists, and authorised, for the first time,  
the putting into operation of the com-
pulsory resumption provisions of the  
Closer Settlement Act.  

MINISTER OF MINES, FORESTS 
 

AND HOUSING.  
Mines.—Doubled the allowance to  

persons suffering from miners' com-
plaint, and provided a more sym-
pathetic administration.  

Arranged for the covering of the  
more dangerous abandoned shafts in 

 

mining centres. A number of lives  
had been lost through previous in-
action.  

Regulations to provide for greater  
safety of miners and sewerage 

 

workers were being prepared when the  
Government was put out of office.  

Forests.—Formulated a scheme for  
improving our forests, and erecting  
suitable workmen's homes in forest  
areas; legislation to provide a sum of  
£500,000 for this purpose being intro-
duced.  

Wages of forest workers were in-
creased 6d. per day.  

As result of conference with the  
Minister of Lands, 182,000 acres of 
red gum area in valley of the Murray  
River was added to the State forests. 

 

Ten thousand acres of forest planta-
tion on French Island were, by mutual  
agreement, handed over to the Penal 

 

Department.  
Provision was made for a sum of  

£500 per annum to assist school plan-
tation.  

Housing.—Formulated a scheme for  
the erection of 3000 workers' homes at  
Fisherman's Bend, Port  Melbourne,  
and legislation to provide for same  
was included in a Bill to present to  
Parliament when we were defeated.  

Conferred with the Minister of De-
fence for an exchange of area for the 

 

Rifle Butts at Williamstown. This  
would enable 1000 homes being erected  
on the site.  

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.  
Introduced into Parliament a  

Motor Omnibus Bill, for the purpose 
 of regulating street transport, and  

to force private 'bus companies to  
contribute reasonable taxation to 

 

help to pay for the damage done to 
 

roads. This Bill was long overdue,  
and had it been introduced twelve  
months earlier, it would have saved 

 

the State thousands of pounds.  
Drafted a Highways and Vehicles  

Bill, which was designed to raise  
money for the construction of roads,  
and for the purpose of declaring cer-
tain roads in the State to be public 

 

roads, for which the State would b? 
 

responsible for maintenance. It pro-
vided, also, for the registration of all 

 

vehicles.  
Urgent country roads construction 

 

works were proceeded with.  
Relief works to absorb the unem  

ployed.  
Contracts projected and pushed 

 

forward for a £1,000,000 scheme for 
 the construction of marketing roads, 

running at right angles to railway 
stations, through farm lands. 

MINISTER OF HEALTH.  
Provided on the Estimates a sum 

of £20,000 to start the erection of a 
sanatorium for those suffering from 
tuberculosis. 

Took preliminary steps to take over 
a portion of the Yarra Bend Asylum 
as a hostel for women sufferers from 
venereal disease.  

Reinstituted the subsidy for Baby 
Welfare Centres, for saving child 
life, withheld by  a  previous Govern-
ment. 

Published a report on the milk 
supply of the metropolis. 

Why Domen  

Should  
Vote Labor  

BECAUSE  
The Labor Party puts the needs  
of the children first, and demands  
for all of them opportunities of  
good education, good health, and  
good surroundings. It wants to  
do away with poverty, sickness,  
and ignorance.  

BECAUSE  
The Labor Party seeks to pro-
mote the welfare of the mothers  
and ensures that all shall have  
the food, rest, medical and nurs-
ing care necessary for healthy  
motherhood.  

BECAUSE  
The Labor Party demands shorter  
hours and better conditions for  
workers in the industrial field  
and women in their homes.  

BECAUSE  
The Labor Pa rty, in order to make  
the toil of the women at home less  
heavy, demand better houses,  
planned as housewives want them.  

BECAUSE  
The Labor Party proposes that all  
widows and mothers who have  
children dependent upon them, 

 

but have lost their breadwinners  
through death or sickness, should  
receive pensions sufficient to keep 

 

them and their children properly  
without taint of charity.  

Endorsed Candidates 
STATE ELECTIONS  

SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 1927.  
Polling Hours, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  

The following candidates have been  
endorsed by the Central Executive  
A.L.P.:- 

Albert Park.—A. K. WALLACE,  
M.L.A. 

Allandale—W. J. McGRATH. 
Ballarat—W. McADAM, M.L.A. 
Barwon—CR. J. JENSEN. 
Booroondara—ROBT. DODMAN. 	Su 
Bendigo—A. E. COOK, M.L.A. 	ter 
Brunswick--J. R. JEWELL. M.L.A. Po 
Sulla and Dalhousie—R. T. POL-  '  he 

LARD, M.L.A. 	 Acl 
Carlton—R. H. SOLLY, M.L.A. 	itty 
Castlemaine g nd Kyneton — J. F. 4g 

HANNAN. 	 Pro 
Coburg—FRANK KEANE, M.L.A. 	ter l 
Collingwood — T.  .  TUNNECLIFFE, ern 

M.L.A. 	 fun 
Clifton Hill—M. M. BLACKBURN, I:"I:"

M.L.A. 	 S 
Dadenong—J. R. A. O'KEEFE, M.A., fur 

LL.B. 	 as  1 
Dundas—WM, SLATER, M.L.A. 	;the 
Essendon—A. S. DRAKEFORD. 	tee 
Evelyn—CR. E. F. G. HODGES. 
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Flemington—J. J. HOLLAND,  M.L.A. 
Footscray—G. M. PRENDERGAST, 

M.L.A. 
Geelong—W .BROWNBILL, M.L.A. 
Gippsland South—CR. M. B. BUCK- 

LEY. 
Gippsland West—T. C. HOULIHAN. 
Grant—R. T. HJORTH, M.L.A. 
Hampden — ARTHUR HUGHES, 

M.L.A. 
Hawthorn—E. F. CUMMINS. 
Heidelberg—G. C. WEBBER. M.L.A. 
Kew—F. J. RILEY. 
Maryborough Daylesford — GEO. 

FROST, M.L.A.   
Melbourne—T. HAYES, M.L.A. 
Mildura—J. McDONALD, M.L.A. 
Northcote—J. CAIN, M.L.A. 
Nunawading—J. S. TOOHEY, 
Oakleigh—S. H. REID. 
Ou yen—F. WILLIAMSON. 
Port Fairy-Glenelg—E. E. BOND, 

M.L.A. 
Port  Melbourne—J. L. MURPHY, 

M.L.A. 
Prahran—A. R. JACKSON, M.L.A. 
Richmond—E. J. COTTER, M.L.A. 
Stawell and Ararat—R. H. McCRAC- 

KEN. 
Toorak—C. W. COPE. 
Upper Goulburn—E. WITHERS. 
Upper Yarra—H. COURTNEY. 
Walhalla—JAS. BERMINGHAM. 
Waranga—G. T. HONAN. 
Warrenheip and Grenville--E. J. HO- 

GAN, M.L.A. 
Warrnambool—H. S. BAILEY, M.L.A. 
Williamstown—J. LEMON, M.L.A. 
Wonthaggi—W. G. McKENZIE, 
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The investment of the funds by the 
Superannuation Board is of vital in-
terest to contributors, and certain 
Powers are vested in the Board under 
she provisions of the Superarinuati.,n 
Act. It is the duty of the Board to 
llvest the finds to the best advant-
wge, consistent with the Act and 
Proper security. The fund is the pro. 
1-erty of the contributors, as the Gov-
ernment makes no payments to the 
fund until such time as a contributor 
becomes entitled to receive a pension. 

So far, all investments from the 
fur•d have been with the Government, 
as the best terms were obtainable from 
the Government but when the Board 
received a better offer from the 
Tramways Board for the investment 
of a substantial amount, the offer was 
'•cceptsd. For some unexplained rea-
son the Tramways Board declined to 
go on with the matter, and there is 
certainly room for grave sus{.'cion 
that Government press ire was ex-
erted upon the Tramways Board in-
duce that body to withdraw franc the 
tentative agreement entered into es-
Pecially as according to press reports 
the Tramways Board by s since •.btain- 
e51 the necessary amount from the 
Commonwealth Board at the rate of 
uiterest agreed to between the Tram-
ways and Superannuation Boards. 
The result is that the contr:butcrs 
'lave been deprived of a substantial 
s°rn which would have greatly assist 
ed to secure additional benefits when 
the  financial state of the Fund is en-
quired into. 
Our representatives upon the 33ar4 are to be commended for bringing the 

ratter under the notice of the cnntri- 
butors. 

The following is from the official 
minutes of the Boards' meeting:- 

24/2/27.—Mr. C. T. P. Richardson submitted the following memoran-
°um 

24/1/27 —lnterview- 
Mr. W. C. Strangward, Secretary 

of the Tramways Board, called to-day 
ill reference to the question of invest- 
r'lent of Superannuation Fund monies. 

Re explained that his Board was „,.!le 
 in a very large construction 

ira  °\ and  that for some consider- ab]e 
time it would require large sums 

toof loan nioniel. He stated that the 
raniw'ays Board would be prepared 

take Superannuation 
 6ardweekly as much money as was  

available. 
To meet the convenience of the Su-

perannuation Board, his Board would 
take irregular amounts; the rate of 
interest would probably be 51 p r 
cent. but that was a matter that could 
be discussed on the Board signifying 
its willingness to consider the propo-
sition. His Board would be prepared 
to enter into such an arrangement 
for a period of. say, 6 or 12 months 
at a certain rate of interest, and at 
tine end of that time the matter would 
he reconsidered, and the arrangement, 
if our Board so desired, then termi-
nated or the interest varied in accord-
ance with the new conditions then 
existing as regards the value of loan 
monies. 

I told Mr. Strangward that I would 
bring the matter before the Board at 
is meeting on Thursday. 

(Sgd.) 	L.G.W. 
27/1/27.—Board's decision— 
Mr. Laughton to go into question 

and report to Board. 
2/2/27.—Mr. Laughton reported 

favorably on the proposal. 
3/2/27.—Board's decision— 
Subject to satisfactory arrange-

ments as to details, the Board ex-
rressed itself as favorable to the ac-
coptance of the proposal of the Tram-
v, ays Board. 

4/2/37. — Letter to Tramways 
Bcard- 

"With reference to our discussion 
regarding the offer of your Board to 
accept for investment in the securi-
ties of the Board, monies received 
from week to week to the credit of the 
Superannuation Fund, I desire to in-
form you that the proposal was con-
sidered at a meeting of the Super-
annuation Board yesterday. I was 
directed to say that, subject to salis 
factory arrangements as to the de-
tails, the Superannuation Board is 
favorable to the acceptance of the . 

proposal, and would be glad to re-
ceive from you a definite proposition. 

(Sgd.) L. G. WILSON, 
Secretary. 

4/2/27.—Reply from Tramways 
Board— 

"I am in receipt 'of your letter of 
4th inst., which will be placed before 
the Board at its next meeting." 

(Sgd.) W. G. STRANGWARD, 
Secretary. 

"11/2/27.-31r. Strangward tele- 
phoned me to-day that his Board had 

fully considered the question of bor-
rowing monies from the Superannua-
tion Board, and that it had been de-
cided to withdraw the offer. 

(Sgd.) L.G.W., 
Secretary." 

The above precis of minutes of pro-
ceedings of the Superannuation Board 
has been exhaustively discussed at •i 
meeting held on  24th and 251h Februi 
ary, 19 .27. Summarised, the views of 
the members are— 

The Chairman (Mr. T. E. Meek) 
was of the opinion that to discontinue 
investing our surplue funds in Vic-
torian Government Stock would be 
viewed in an unfriendly light by the 
Government, and that the gain in ad-
ditional interest might be more than 
neutralised by losses in other direc-
tions. 

Mr. A. M. Laughton (Actuary Mem-
ber) disagreed with the Chairman. He 
felt very strongly as the Actuary 
Member, he was in duty bound under 
the Act to recommend and support 
any sound financial proposition with-
in the provisions of the Act. The pro-
posals of he Tramways Board, which 
he had carefully investigated, meant 
an increase in revenue of £10,000 for 
the first five years, and approximately 
£55,000 over 15 years. He did not 
know why in the circumstances the 
Government should regard the con-
templated action of the Board as being 
unfriendly. 

Messrs. G. Richardson and R. 
McDonald strongly resented any in-
terference or suggested interference 
on the part  of the State Government 
in the proper administration of the 
Superannuation Act by the Board. 
They considered the withdrawal by 
the Tramways Board of their offer 
was unfortunate, and in view of all 
the circumstances, significant and 
highly suggestive of outside interfer-
ence. An endeavor had been made by 
Messrs. Richardson and McDonald to 
ascertain what actually had taken 
place. The Chairman of the Super-
annuation Board could not say. Cer-
tainly no other member could give 
any information. The Chairman of 
the Tramways Board has informed Mr. 
Hogan, M.L.A., that "the matter was 
a delicate one, and all he was prepared 
to say was that the Board had made 
other arrangements." 

Messrs. Richardson and McDonald 
took a serious view of the matter, 
more especially the possibility of Gov-
ernment interference, and stated they 
had confidentially at this stage, re-
ported the matter to their industrial 
organisations. They hoped, however, 
that Sir Alexander Peacock as the 
Ministerial Head to whom the Super-
annuation Board was responsible, 
would be able to clear up the matter 
and give an assurance that the Gov-
ernment aas no intention of interfer-
ing with the proper activities of the 
Board within the provisions of the 
Act, 

Superannuation Fund 
ALLEGED GOVERNMEMT INTERFERENCE. 

Treasurer's Unsatisfactory Reply. 

L- 

F. 

E, 
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Mr. G. Richardson moved— 
THAT the foregoing be included in 

the minutes and the Chairman (Mr. 
Meek) requested to hand a copy to 
the Honorable the Treasurer, with an 
intimation that the Board is hopeful 
that Sir Alexander Peacock will, at 
an early date, feel disposed to throw 
some light on a matter which some 
members of the Superannuation Board 
feel needs explanation. 

Seconded by Mr. McDonald. 
The Chairman and Mr. Laughton 

both stated they did not agree with 
the memorandum, or the proposed 
action, but they would not oppose the 
resolution. 

The resolution was carried. 
(Sgd.) L. G. WILSON, 

Secty. Superannuation Bd., 

1st March, 1927. 

Treasury, 
Victoria, 

Australia. 
In the first place, it seems almost 

unnecessary for me to state that 
there is no doubt that t he Board can, 
if it so desires, invest its money in 
Tramway securities or other securi-
ties mentioned in the Act. The Board 
itself apparently has no doubt on 
the point, for after the discussion re-
ferred to in the Board's memorandum 
it decided to invest in Tramway secu-
rities, but the Tramway Board with-
drew its offer. 

(1) The Government naturally ex-
pects that the Board will give pre-
ference to State securities. It must 
be remembered that the Government 
provides considerably more than 
half of the amount required for the 
payment of pensions. For the year 
ended 31st December 1926, the Gov-
ernment contributed £71,383, and 
only £4,663 was met by the Board 
from other monies. In addition, it 
provides the whole cost of adminis-
tration at present say £4,000 per an-
num. It also grants the Board other 
facilities. 

(2) The closer the relationship be-
tween the Government and the Board, 
the more concessions the Govern-
ment is likely to make. Any breaking 
of the close relationship at present 
existing would very naturally raise 
the question whether the concessions 
already granted should be curtailed 
by legislation or otherwise. It is for 
the Board to decide whether any 
comparatively small gain which will 
accrue from investment in securi-
ties, other than those of the Govern-
ment, might not be more than neut-
ralised by the loss of existing con-
cessions. 

(3) As Mr. Prendergast very ap-
propriately stated when the Bill was 
under discussion, the investment with 
the Government of the Board's mon-
ies would be a benefit to the Gov-
ernment, and also to the community, 
and that the matter of an increase 
of ; per cent. would not induce the 
Board to invest away from the Gov-
ernment. 

(4) The memorandum submitted 
to me from the Board is vague, and 
seems to suggest without saying it 
that the Department or I did some-
thing which, in the opinion of the 
Board, is wrong and the Board asks 
for an explanation in regard thereto. 
I feel sure, however, that the mem-
bers of the Board will on re-consider-
ation, realise that a Board appoint-
ed under an Act administered by me 
has not the right to ask me to ex-
plain to them my actions. 

This is not intended in any way 
as a personal matter to the members 
of the Board, but is a question of 
principle which I, as Minister ad-
ministering the Act, think I should 
uphold. 

Even admitting for the purposes 
only of argument, that the Treas-
urer and the Tramways Board  had,  as 

 seems to be suggested, conferred 
the question of the Superannuation 
Fund investments, the Board would 
have no reason to question the Tre-
asury's action, 

The Board can accept my assurance 
that neither I nor the Department 
has any intention of interferng with 
the proper administration of the 
Superannuation Act. 

(Sgd.) 	A. J. PEACOCK, 
Treasurer. 

3/3/27. 

Superannuation Offices, 

Railway Buildings, 

Flinders Street, 
Melbourne, 10th March, 1927. 

The Chairman 
State Superannuation Board. 

Dear Mr. Meek.—We desire to 
place on record our deep disappoint-
ment with the nature of Sir Alexan-
der Peacock's reply, and his failure 
to remove from our minds the fear 
we had clearly expressed that Gov-
ernment in fluence and pressure had 
been brought to bear on the Tram-
ways Board to induce that Board 
without a word of explanation to 
withdraw from the tentative agree-
ment that had been arrived at be-
tween it and us. 

The Superannuation Act is our 
charter, and under it we are chargea 
with the performance, free of inter-
ference, of specifific duties, including 
the investment of funds in stated 
securities, and the Government surely 
has no right, either openly or privily, 
to seek to thwart the legitimate and 
reasonable operations of this Board 
by making it practically impossible 
for the Board to invest in the securi-
ties of the Tramways Board. 

The proposals that had been agreed 
to between the two Boards would 
have resulted, according to our com-
putations, in a total ultimate gain to 
the Fund of over £100,000, as com-
pared with the existing arrangement 
with the State Treasury. It is hardly 
correct to designate this "a compara-
tively small gain." 

Nor is it correct to speak as if the 
Tramways Board debentures were 
not a State security. Any money we 
may lend to that Board will directly 
assist the people of Victoria. 

While we appreciate all that the 
State Government has done for sup-
erannuation we would point out that 
the only "concessions" and "facili-
ties" it has afforded to this Board are 
those expressly provided for in the 

 Act. As to the pos-
sible curtailment of any of these 
"concessions" and "facilities," that, 
of course, is a matter of policy for 
the Government. All that we are 
concerned with is the proper and in-
dependent administration of the Act 
as it stands. 

With regard to the views said to 
have been expressed by Mr. Prender-
gast, an examination of Hansard of 
1925, pp. 1231-1232, will convince any 
independent person that the Minister 
has been led into error as to. Mr. 
Prendergast's views. 

As members of the Board, we think 
we have not asked the Minister for 
an explanation of his actions—we 
recognise that we have no right to do 
that. But an extraordinary thing had 
happened, whereby essential provi-
sions of the Superannuation Act 
were being rendered nugatory by in-
fluences beyond the control of this 
Board, and we deemed it eur main 
duty to set before the Minister the 
facts as we saw them. 

All that now remains for us is " 
report matters to those whom we 
represent. 

(Sgd.) 	RONALD McDONALD• 
G. RICHARDSON• 



tr 
ca 
r-

 b 

ly 
[y, 
[id 
rd 
le 
ri- 

ed 
Id  
la-
te  
n- 
nt 
ly 

he 
re 
ve 
iy 

he 
p" 
at 
li-
re  
he 
s- 
se 
tt, 
or 
re 
n-
et  

to 
r- 
of 
1y 
er 
[r. 

tk 
or 
ve 
lo 
id 
i- 
ct 
n- 
.is 

0 

n 

April 1, 1927. 	 THE FOOTPLATE. March-April, 1927. 	 35 

A copy of the Judgment delivered 
by His Honor, Mr. Justice Beeby, in 
the Arbitration Court, Melbourne, on 
Tuesday, 1st February, 1927, relat-
ing to the application by the Union 
for a variation of the Federal Award, 
to restrain the Commissioners from 
including payment for overtime, or 
Sunday duty, to make up the guaran-
tee of 96 hours for the period, was 
published in the January-February 
issue of the "Footplate," together with 
the remarks by His Honor—that 
Sunday-away-from-home allowance 
was not to be included in the 96 
hours." 

When Judgment was delivered, Mr. 
Carolan, on behalf of the Victorian 
Commissioners, agreed with the views 
expressed by His Honor, and also 
agreed outside the Court, with your 
representatives, Messrs. Drakeford 
and ' Collins that the Department 
would exclude the Sunday-away-front-
home allowance from the guarantee. 

It was naturally expected that the 
assurance given to the Court and to 
your representatives, by Mr. Carolan, 
would be honored by the Commission-
ers, but the Commissioners, without 
notifying your representatives, made 
application to the Court for arrange-
ments to be made for an interview 
with His Honor, at it was contended 
by the Commissioners, that it was not 
clear if His Honor intended the Sun-
day-away-from-home allowance to be 
excluded from the guarantee. 

The request for an interview was 
granted, and on the 16th February, 
your representatives--Messrs. Drake• 
fcrd and Collins—were instructed to 
appear before His Honor, Mr. Justice 
Beeby, in Chambers. 

Mr. Carolan was present as the re-
presentative of the Commissioners. 

Mr. Carolan stated the case for the 
Commissioners, contending that the 
Commissioners were not clear as to 
whether His Honor understood that 
the Sunday-away-from-home allow-
once was an allowance in  time,  and is 
addition to this allowance, Enginemen 
were paid liberal expenses when away 
from home, and as the Commissioners 
desired to avoid friction with the 
Union, the interview had been request-
ed so that His Honor's opinion could 
be obtained on this matter. 

Mr. Drakeford produced a copy of 
the evidence given before the Court, 
Loth in Melbourne and Sydney, where 
the Sunday-away-from-home allow- 

ance was specially mentioned. The 
Union strongly objected to the atti-
tude adopted by the Commissioners 
upon this matter. 

Mr. Collins explained to His Honor 
—that the statements made by Air. 
Carolan regarding the amount of ex-
penses payable to Enginemen, when 
away from home, were incorrect, :tai! 
hot in accordance with the provisions 
cf the Award. Mr. Carolan had used 
the most favorable instances, and his 
method of computing the expenses 
showed that the Enginemen would re-
ceive more than was actually the case. 

After a general discussion, His 
Honor stated that he had definitely 
ruled that ;h ,; Sunday-away-from-
home allowance was not to be includ-
ed in the 96 hours for the period, and 
this ruling must be obeyed by t':e 
Victorian. Commissioners. 

For the information of members, an 
extract of the proceedings before the 
Court in Sydney, on 5-1-27, is printed 
below, wherein it will be seen that the 
Sunday-away-from-home allowance 
was definitely discussed. 

The statement by Mr. Swaney, who 
appeared for the Victorian Railways 
Cemmissioners  :—"I would like your 
"Honor to note the fact that the ad-
"ministration has never heard of this 
"trouble, and we suggest that it is 
"something that has been rianufac-
`tured by the Organisation," is worthy 
of special note, as many cases of fire 
Sunday-away-from-home allowance 
being included in the 96 hours, had 
been reported to the Department, and 
replies received to the effect that the 
Deparment was justified in utilising 
this allowance to make up the ')6 
hours for the period. 

Mr. Swaney  :  With respect to the 
Victorian position, I may say that 
there are some items to which Mr. 
Drakeford has referred, about which 
Your Honor should hear something 
from the other side. One is particul-
arly in regard to the extent of the dis-
satisfaction which is said to be exist-
ing among the men in respect of the 
way in which the particular clause of 
the award now under notice is being 
operated in Victoria. We say that we 
have not heard of any awful heart-
burning— 
His Honor  :  I do not want to go into 

that matter. The application has been 
made, and I was going to deal with it 
from the point of view of whether or 
not it was equitable. I have to aa- 

sume, if an  application to this Court 
be made by a union, that it is made 
with the authority of the men con-
cerned. That is all that worries me. 

Mr. Swaney  :  I would like your 
Honor to note the fact that the ad-
ministration has never heard of this 
trouble, and we suggest that it is some-
thing which has been manufactured 
by the organisation. 

His Honor : I am not going into 
ratters of that kind. I assume that 
the union is making a bona fide appli-
cation. 

Mr. Drakeford  :  We would be justi-
fied in saying that the arguments put 
up by Mr. Swaney were manufactured 
by him and not by his Commissioners. 

Mr. Swaney  :  With regard to the 
Sunday allowance, I think it might 
help Your Honor if I recall Mr. Dick-
enson, who could give you full parti-
culars as to how the. Sunday allow-
ance is operating. 

His Honor  :  Mr. Carolan dealt with 
all these things when we were in 
Melbourne, and he referred me to 
some extracts from Mr. Dickenson's 
evidence. 

Mr. Swaney  :  I do not think em-
phasis was laid on the Sunday allow-
ance. We say that we do not, as a 
principle, have recourse to Sunday 
allowances in order to build up time. 

His Honor  :  But in exceptional 
cases it is done. 

Mr. Swaney : Yes; but on the other 
I and we have express instructions is-
sued to our timekeepers that Sunday 
allowances are not to be taken into 
account. 

His Honor : The Sunday allowance 
is an allowance made, because a man 
is away from his home. 

Mr. Swaney  :  Yes. We say that in 
actual fact that is not the case, but 
there may be one or two instances— 

Mr. Drakeford  :  I have the particu-
lars here, and if that statement is 
going to be denied, I think I should be 
allowed to put in those particulars to 
the Courc. 

His Honor  :  I am not going into 
that matter. I have already express-
ed the opinion that if it be an allow-
ance made because a m an  is away 
from hone, I shall not hesitate to vary 
the award to make that clear. That 
hint should be sufficient. If that sort 
of thing is being done, it should be 
stopped. 

Mr. Swaney  :  We deny that it is 
being done. If Mr. Drakeford is going 
to persevere with that point, 1 would 
like Mr. Dickenson to be recalled, in 
t. rder that he may give evidence in re-
buttal. 

Mr. Drakeford  :  I have particulars 
of instances where it is done, and the 
department has justified its action in 
its correspondence. 

Mr. Swaney  :  under those circum-
stances I ask permission to recall 11r. 
Dickenson. 

Arbitration Court Award. 
Commissioners Attempt to Include Sunday Away from 

Home Allowance in Guarantee. 
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His Honor : I will not go into that  
matter.  

Mr. Swaney So far as the general  
remacks are concerned, in connection  
with the Victorian case, I desire to say  
that Mr. Drakeford apparently relies 

 a t two main grounds in support of  
this application 'to vary, namely, the  
practice elsewhere, and the merits of  
the application.  

1-i s Honor : I know what his appli-
u, ..ion means. I do not want to deal  
v ith this matter in a litigious way.  

Xllr hua#pltttr.  
"They are slaves who will not dare  

All wrongs to right,  
All rights to share."  

********************* -x***x  

MANAGERIAL NOTES.  
"Thi Footplate" is published  

monthly.  

All Branch Secretaries and Execu-
tive Officers are empowered to act as  

agents for this journal. Hand your  
contributions, name and address to  
them. We do the rest.  

Phone, F 2235.  

Literary.—To ensure publication,  

contributions must be in not later  
that the 19th of each month. Branch  
reports should be in the hands of  
Editor as soon as possible after the  
monthly meeting. Write on one side  
of paper only.  

Subscribers should see that "The  
Footplate" is sent to their private ad-
dress, and not to Loco. Sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for  

any failure of delivery due to change  
of address. They should notify Postal  
authorities of any altered address, and  
forward same also to their Branch  
Secretary.  

JOIN THE  

Loco Self-Denial Fund.  

NO ENTRANCE FEE.  

CONTRIBUTIONS, 1/ per Week  
BENEFITS .. .. £2 per Week  
DEATH LEVY, Is. per Member  
Over 800 Members have joined this  

Fund.  

Get a Rule Book on Joining.  

DO IT NOW AND HELP YOURSELF  

G. 9. SAMSON, Secretary.  
44 Hall St., Moonee Ponds.  

BRANCH REPORTS.  
ARARAT.—Meeting held in the V.  

R.I. Rooms on Sunday, March 13th,  
at 2.30 p.m., Mr. W. Waters being in  

the chair, with only a moderate atten-
dance of members being present. It  
is a great pity that the members can-
not spare a couple of hours to at-
tend to their Union affairs on one  
Sunday in the month. It seems that  
most members come along until they  
get a certificate, and then you don't  
see them until something crops up  
with a new roster, or else they have 
an axe to grind; 

roster, 
 they leave the  

brunt of the work of the Union for  

the same old few toilers who turn  
up every meeting. I suppose if the  
Commissioners were successful in  
having our wages reduced 1/- a  day,  
and it takes seven years for a driver  
to get his maximum, there will be  
some squealers; but don't forget,  
boys, that without the Union we  
would be nowhere. There is always  
something refreshing and instructive  
in the correspondence which is dealt  
with each meeting, b sides the News  
Letter, so roll up next meeting and  
fill the comfortable chairs and lounge  
that are provided for your comfort at  
the V.R.I. Rooms on the second Sun-
day of each month at 2.30 p.m., and  
we guarantee no late tea.  

After the Secretary had read the  

minutes of previous meeting and  
dealt with correspondence, which was  
a bit lively, also the Auditors' report  
of the Division, also the Federal re-
port, which showed that both were  
in a healthy condition and a Union  
we should be proud to belong to. Sev-
eral items were listed for Secretary  
to send along to D.It.a., (ree?c..g.  
We are pleased to be able to say  
that there is not one non-unionist  
working at our depot, having put the  

last two cleaners through at this  
meeting. Mr. McCracken, the select-
ed Labor candidate for Ararat and  
Stawell, was welcomed to the meet-
ing by the Chairman, and gave an 
outline of the policy of the Labor  
party, and the only party that has  
a policy especially for the worker.  
The speaker had a good hearing,  
and we were disappointed that we  
did not have more members present  
for him to address, and everyone  
who has 'heard Mr. McCracken knows  
that he is not out just for the posi-
tion, but for the cause of Labor. It  

behoves every railway man to give  

him a go as we have had the sitting  
member with us too long, and very  
often he is sitting on the rail when  
the vote is taken in the House. Mr.  
McCracken •comes from a railway  
family, his father being a  •  ganger;  
also one of Mr. McCracken's brothers  
is a S.M. in the suburban area; so  
if everyone will only put their shoul- 

der to the wheel and try hard to  

have Mr. McCracken returned for  
Labor the people of Ararat and  
Stawell will not be disappointed.  
Our man also lives in the electorate  
and has done something and will do  
more if he should be returned. Sure-
ly if Wannon can put in a Labor man  

where they are mostly farmers what  

is wrong with the workers of Ararat  

and Stawell? We don't expect you,  
comrade, to take the platform to ad-
dress people, but you can do a  lot  
of good by getting into touch with  
your neighbor, or else make up your  
mind to interview half a dozen peo-
ple each day and let them know  
what the Labor party ai•e pre= tired  t•^ 

do. So, roll up, comrades, and help  
your Labor man to help yourself.  

Don't forget that this is your bread  

and butter, which some of our com-
rades seem to forget, so we hope that  

when the returns are posted that we  
will have a Labor member for Ararat  

also a working Labor majority in the  
House, including Comrade Drakeford  

as the new member for the Essendon  

seat. We are all delighted to hear of  
the splendid fight that Comrade  
Drakeford is putting up and wish him  
the best of luck.  

The Chairman presented Comrade  

McNamara with a travelling case as  

a token of esteem from the Branch,  

as Fred is going on extended leave, so  
long hours and night shift will not  
worry him for the next six months.  

We all wish him success in his yen-
ture.—A. C. ROMER.  

BENALLA —Comrade C. Pevitt  
presided over a fair attendance of  
members at the monthly meeting of  
the Benalla Branch. In lieu of Com-
rade Watson, who has `peen trans-
ferred to the position of Fireman  
at Bright. We are  very sorry to lose  
our worthy Chairman as he is a very'  

keen worker in the interests •.t the  
Union, and very popular with his  
workmates. Fireman Ryan, of Bright  
owing to ill-health, has relinquished  
his duties on the .rootola to s d  1 as 
been transferred to llaryburei•gh,  
where we hope that his health im-
proves. Minutes r i the prey cos  
meeting were read, also cnrrf rpon-
dence. We are pleased to know that  
the prospects of our worthy Comrade  
A. S. Drakeford are favorable in the  
fight he is putting up for the Essen-
don electorate, which, if successful,  
would be an acquisition to railway-
men generally; and, knowing of his  
capabilites, we feel sure he will do  
credit to those who support and en-
trust their vote in him. It was un-
animously decided to present a sub-
scription list next pay day to help  
defray the expense that naturally is  
connected with such an undertaking.  
We were satisfied with the manner  
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in which he upheld our principles dui-
ing his long term with our organisa-
tion, and now let us hope we will 
have the opportunites of satisfac-
tion in him in a much higher degree. 

Several of our members presented 
themselves for examination before 
the medical officer last week, and 
were all successful, and now should 
have a new title to their positions. 
Comrade Morgan was presented with 
a Past Charman's Certificate by the 
Chairman, who spoke of the good 
work and interest Comrade Morgan 
has taken In the work of the Union, 
and expressed the wish although not 
holding an official position would con-
tinue to assist in carrying out the 
good work. Secretary Nichols also 
endorsed the Chairman's remarks. 
Comrade Morgan thanked the mem-
bers present in a few appropriate 
words, and expressed the pleasure it 
gave him to receive same. A few 
items were listed for the Foreman, 
and the meeting terminated.—F. A. 
CROUCHER. 

BENDIGO.—The usual meeting of 
the above Branch was held in the 
Drivers' Room on Sunday, March 13. 
Mr. Collins was in the chair, and 
there was a fair attendance of 
members. 
The News Letter and correspondence 

on being read as usual caused some 
discussion members being highly 
pleased to know that Comrade Mil-
vain's case before the Superannua-
tion Board was successful, and we 
also know that the items remaining 
to be dealt with are in capar'^ hands. 
At present we are fairly busy get-
ting ready for the forthcoming State 
elections, as we see that our repre-
sentative here is to have opposition. 
Members are working quietly, but at 
the same time are leaving no stone 
unturned to secure the return of the 
Labor candidate for Bendigo. This 
Branch has always taken a strong 
interest inthose matters, and I 
can safely say that when the fight 
comes on the Branch will, as on all 
other occasions, not be fOUnA wa-, f-
ing. We are also looking forward 
to the success of Comrade Drake-
ford, for Essendon, and we feel sure 
that should he be returned it will rot 
he long before he makes his presence 
(felt and will be an acquisition to 
'he House. It is up to every mem-
ber of our Union to render all t 1'^ 
assistance he can to assist Com-
rade Drakeford in his fight, for 
We know from past history his fieh`-
Ing ability, and he shall be then in 
the place to give us even greater 
assistance in our fight for the con-
ditions our calling deserves. 

Traffic has steadied down a little 
to what it was and we have n num-
ber of drivers firing; but this last  

week several have been booked off 
for holidays, and that will tend to 
ease the situation to a certain extent. 

As the result of our last deputa-
tion to the D.R.S.I. and D.F., a num-
ber of local affairs have been looked 
into and righted, but several of a 
more complex nature are in the 
hands of other Branches that deal 
with those requests, and judging by 
past results, we have no doubt that 
they also will be satisfactorily at-
tended to. 

It is with deep regret I have to re-
port the death of Mrs. M. A. Lynch, 
wife of Comrade Gus Lynch, which 
took place during the month, leav-
ing our comrade with a young fam-
ily motherless. All branches were 
represented at the funeral, the coffin-
and pall-bearers being rep -  esenta-
tives of the Department in Bendigo. 

At the meeting sympathetic ref-
erence was made to the loss of our 
comrade, and the meeting stood in 
silence for two minutes in respect. 

Also regret to report that Com-
rade George Sutherland is still on 
the sick list. He has been off for 
some time and we are hoping to 
again see him, quickly restored to 
health and able to again take his 
place amongst us.—S. H. BROGAN. 

COLAC.—The meeting was pre-
sided over by Mr. W. J. Jones, there 
being a fair attendance of members. 
There are some members who do not 
attend the meetings, and we ask 
them to come along and assist the 
officials of the Branch during this 12 
months. 

The Secretary read the minutes of 
previous meeting and items re depu-
tation to Mr. Noonan, D.R.S.I., were 
held over till general business. Cor-
respondence was on the large size, 
including answers re complaints from 
members which were sent on to the 
General Secretary. 

Amongst them was a protest from 
the senior men against the nine-
handed roster. 

The News Letter was read by Com-
rade Hyatt, and it was noted with 
pleasure that Comrade Milvain has 
received his full pension, and we 
hope all other payments will be made 
to him very soon. It is hard to un-
derstand the Superannuation Board 
not accepting the Railway Medical 
Officer's certificate. One could not 
expect much from the Head of the 
Railways in their log of wages. They 
are out to grind the last ounce of 
life and energy out of the men. They 
will meet their match when they 
come before the Court. 

Comrade S. Greaves resigned his 
position as Vice-Chairman of the 
Branch, also that of Trustee of the 
Hospital Fund. His resignation was 
accepted with regret, and we wish  

him luck at North Melbourne.. It is 
the Central Branch's gain and our 
loss. Comrade L. Mitchell was elected 
Vice-Chairman and Comrade C. Kem-
mis Trustee of the Hospital Fund. 

Our Chairman, Comrade W. Jones, 
resigned his position as Chairman 
on account of near transfer to Nth. 
Melbourne, His resignation was ac-
cepted with regret. We are sorry 
to lose our Comrade as he was well 
liked and a good worker and battler 
for the Union. We wish him and 
Mrs. Jones long life and prosperity. 

Comrade A. Hyatt was then elect-
ed Chairman.. I have no doubt he 
will do justice to the position. 

Members were very anxious to 
know the result of the interview with 
the D.R.S.I., and to know if dis-
satisfaction which existed here was 
cleared up. As there were about 15 
items dealt with, I would take up too 
much of your paper, I will only deal 
with a few of them. 1. The running 
sheet being signed by the storeman 
for the fitter-in-charge. It must be 
signed in future by the fitter-in-
charge himself. 2. Unequal distribu-
tion of time, some men drawing more 
time than others. It iwas pointed out 
that this has often occurred. The time 
in future is to be more (1enly di-
vided amongst the men. 3. Insuffi-
cient rest between shifts. Men being 
called up all hours of the night to 
undertake duty, having worked 12 
hours, and expected to turn up with 
seven or eight hours off. All men are 
now to have not less than nine hours 
off, and if possible must have 12 
hours off. 4. A very serious com-
plaint was holding up driver's sheet 
for two or three days waiting for oil 
dockets, or no time put for the time 
lamps were burning. The practice is 
to stop at once, and all sheets to be 
sent to the depot by first train fol-
lowing morning. These answers were 
accepted by those present, and mem-
bers to note how things are worked 
in the future.' 

It was moved by Comrade A. Hyatt 
that a recommendation from this 
Branch to the Executive to support 
the Labor Press Limited for the 
Western  District, and that the Ex-
ecutive take up 100 shares. 

As the elections are coming on it 
behoves every one of up to put his 
shoulder to the wheel and put Labor 
on top of the poll. We can only do 
this by united effort on the part of 
every Labor supporter. If there is 
an A.L.P. Branch in your town, join 
it; it only costs 2/- per year. By 
so doing you help yourself and fel-
low mates. We here have no Labor 
candidate standing for our electorate 
hut we are willing to do our bit and 

Whelp our comrades in other places to 
place their man at the top of the poll. 
—C. G. KEMMIS. 
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DONALD.—The usual meeting of 
the above Branch was held on Sun-
day, March 13th. The Vice-Chairman 
C. Morrison, was in the chair in the 
place of J. Howard, away on a rest 
job at Woomelang. Owing to the 
afternoon being exceptionally fine 
only a fair attendance was recorded. 
The main business discussed was the 
forthcoming visit of the General Sec-
retary. A committee was formed of 
Comrades Thomson, Shearer, and 
Morrison to arrange details, it being 
hoped to have the General Secretary 
here for Sunday afternoon, 27th Mar. 

Strong comment was made regard-
ing the state of engines. Hardly a 
Dd. nowadays without leaky tubes, 
„ hile 868 A2 was adversely com-
mented on as !being put on the fast 
running. No other engine available 
for a couple of days. Excuse was the 
running of engines from Maryborough 
to Woomelang and return. This is a 
penny wise and pound foolish policy 
—130 miles, or 260 miles the round 
trip. This running day in and day 
out will cronk up any engine.. In a 
dirty water district such as this 
anti-foam compound which admitted-
ly is good, does not entirely elimin-
ate foaming and priming, which is 
disastrous to a superheater. As it 
often happens an engine is kept on 
the run for a fortnight or mo re  at a 
stretch, in which event a mere mat-
ter of 1560 miles are now run with-
out a washout. Undoubtedly excellent 
results—"on paper." 

The question of the banker being 
on some occasions cut out at Woom-
elang, was regarded as very un-
satsfactory. It is the opinion of both 
Woomelang and Donald men that 
with a full load a banker to the stop 
board is an absolute necessity. 

The meeting learned with regret 
that our worthy Comrade George 
Thomson had been ordered a com-
plete month's rest by the Medical 
Officer. It is to be hoped that at 
the end of the month our Comrade 
will return to our midst his old 
usual self after his indisposition, 
which we trust will be only tempo-
rary. 

Mr. Cantillon, while out duck-
shooting at Lake Buloke had the mis-
fortune to stand on a broken bottle, 
with the result that his foot was 
severely gashed, three stitches hav-
ing to be put in. He is now on holi-
days.—C. H. MORRISON. 

STAWELL.—Our usual monthly 
meetng was held in the V.R.I. Rooms 
on Sunday 13th March, at 2.30 p.m., 
the Chairman presiding over a mod-
erate attendance. It would be grati-
fying to the Branch Officials to see 
new faces at our meetings instead of 
the regular attendants, who come 
along every month to keep up our 

conditions, to make our calling as 
bright as possible. There is plenty of 
room for all, so at the next monthly 
meeting spare , a couple of hours and 
come along with plenty of ammuni-
tion.  -  During the reading of the 
News Letter much comment was 
made upon the few items which are 
getting put up by the Commissioners 
to try and belittle; our calling as much 
as possible,  but,  thanks for having 
such a capable advocate to look after 
our affairs, our conditions are bad 
enough without making them worse. 
Seeing that the elections are close at 
hand, it is up to all 'members to put 
their shoulders to the wheel and 
work hard to have the Labor candi-
date elected. We have an excellent 
chance this time, and we should leave 
no stone unturned. We are doing 
all we can in our district to return 
our member, and I trust other dis-
tricts are doing likewise. Our wor-
thy Federal Secretary is in the field, 
and it is the wish of all concerned to 
see him returned at the head of the 
poll. Members, work hard and try 
and convert others to vote for the 
man whose party should be ruling, to 
bring our calling up to the standard. 
Time is short, so "Hop in."—A. E. 
DANS. 

WODONGA. — Advantage was 
taken of Comrade Myer's visit to 
Wodonga, by holding a special 
meeting on Sunday, 6th March, 
when matters of more direct concern 
to our members and the Union were 
dealt with. Comrade Myers made a 
long speech on the doings of the Un-
ion, and reported in detail upon the 
efforts of the General Officers and 
Executive to further the interests of 
members; to deal with the numerous 
grievances and complaints which are 
sent along every day and render as-
sistance when required by any mem-
ber who is entitled to same. 

After the meeting was closed ar-
rangements were made to take our 
Vice President a "round trip" to see 
the notable and beauty spots around 
Wodonga, namely the great Hume 
Weir. We started out through the 
Mitta Junction crossing the Mur-
ray, and around back to Wodonea via 
Albury. The trip was enjoyed ' 

The usual monthly meeting of the 
Branch was held in the Guards' Room 
at 2.30 p.m. on the 13th March, Com-
rade R. Murphy presiding. The min-
utes of the previous meeting being 
read and confirmed, the N ews Letter 
was received and read with the usual 
interest. Much correspondence was 
dealt with, and a satisfactory solu-
tion arrived at on each item The 
general business listed, much of which 
was of a local nature, will be dealt 
with as soon as possible, and we hope 
to have everything put in  ^  ''i» be-
fore our next meeting.. 

ospects of Labor coming out 
on top at the forthcoming state 
elections was discussed, and we are 
an anxiously awaiting the day when 
we hope to see the numbers go up for 
our worthy Comrade A. S. Drakeford. 
Members here are very enthusiastic 
and promise to give all the assistance 
that can be rendered during the cam-
paign. 

t  1iairman declared the meeting 
closed at 5 p.m., after a hearty vote 
of thanks had been carried.—G. 
LYNCH. 

BALLARAT.—The monthly meet-
ing of the Ballarat Branch was held 
on Sunday, 13th March, there being 
a large attendance of members. The 
News Letter and the Commissioners' 
Log or wages and conditions were 
read at the meeting. According to 
the latter the men will need to give 
the leaders of the Union all the sup-
port possible by supplying any evi-
dence that will be of assistance in 
support of our claim before the 
Court, and by working up to the 
conditions existing under the award. 
Unfortunately there are a few who 
are not too particular in this regard. 
A few grievances were listed to be 
brought under the notice of the Fore-
man and of the Executive. One item 
causing great discontent was the 
altered method of working off  the 

 holidays. We hope there will not be 
cause for the Union to have fight 
for full payment in the case of Com-
rade Troy, who was injured on duty, 
as the main cause of the accident was 
the filthy condition of the footplate. 
We are pleased to hear that our es-
teemed Comrade Arthur Drakeford 
has a winning chance in the Essen-
don seat. If the electors only knew 
his worth as we have reason to, there 
would not be any doubt. The members 
here are taking up a collection to 
assist Mr. McAdam, in what promises 
to be a hard fight. Any railway man 
who is not alive to what Mr. McAdam 
has done on their behalf take a lot of 
waking up. If so many wage-earners 
did not consider they are  capitalists 
and vote against their own interests, 
there could be only one result.—D. 
McV. 

GEELONG. — Quarterly meeting 
was held in the Drivers' Room at 2.30 
p.m. on Sunday March 13th. 

Mr. Perry occupied the chair and 
presided over a moderate attend-
ance. The younger members make 
themselves very consppicuous by 
their absence, more especially the 
acting drivers, who are continuously 
complaining. If I were they I would 
turn up in strong force and ventilate 
their grievances at the right place 
and time. This also applies in a like 
measure to acting firemen. After the 
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minutes of the previous meeting be- 
disposed cf correspondence being 

'the next item, also lengthy item, 
'!which included the News Letter, etc. 
and balance sheet. All these items 
were listened to attentively, and  
opinions were expressed to the effect  
that members generally are satisfied 
with the way their Union is run fin-
ancially. Re the News Letter, com-
ment was made to the effect that 
this Branch appreciates the way  
Comrade Milvain's case was handled. 
And that Comrade Milvain will re-
tire from the service on his right  
pension. 

Comrades of the Footplate! Do 
not forget the 9th of April. This is 
your bounden duty. So see that the  
Labor representation of your res-
pective districts is returned in the  
new Parliament. Therefore get out 
among your friends and neighbors 
and do your bit. The meeting closed 
at 5.30 p.m.—A. W. CHISHOLM. 

WODONGA.—The combined annual 
smoke night of the A.F.U.L.E. and 
A.R.U. was held in the Shire Hall on 
Saturday night, 5th March. Although 
the attendance was not up to the  
average of previous years, neverthe-
less a most enjoyable night was 
spent )by everyone present.  

The visitors included Messrs. F. 
Myers (Vice-President A.F.U.L.E.),  
Mr. T. McNamara (State President 
A.R.U.), Messrs. Holland and Bead-
more, M.L.A's, and Mr. Cook, M.H.R. 
Mr.Robb (stationmaster) occupied 
the chair and appealed io everyone  
to partake of the good things before  
them. Comrade T. McNamara pro-
posed the toast of "The Federal and  

State Parliaments." 
Mr. Beadmore and J. Holland res-

ponded on behalf of the State Par-
liament. 

Mr. Beadmore said he always had 
the lot of a railway man at heart, 
and had fought hard for superannua-
tion, and had voted against the Gov-
ernment when they wanted to send 
Milvain to the Discipline Board. He 
always cast his vote as he thought 
fit, and was not bound to his party  
in that respect. 

Mr. Co. k M.H.R., responded on 
behalf of the Federal Parliament. 

Mr. Holzer, in proposing the toast 
of the "A.R.U." referred to the good 
work performed by the Officials of 
the Union. 

President T. McNamara, in res-
ponding, complimented the Branch on 
its many activities, and gave a 
lengthy address on the progress of  

Mr. A. Reid (Branch Chairman A.  
F.U.L.E.) in proposing the toast of  
the "A.F.U.L.E.," said the organisa-
tion was well known throu 'h out the  

service for the splendid fight it had  
put up tor Comrade Milvain and  
its members generally. Both beioie  

the Arbitration Court and tor super-
annuation. But there were still im-
provements 

 

 required in the Super-
nuation Act. a.... .._,,.tration Award.  
He was satisfied the best would be  

done to improve the above men-
tioned by the Officers and Executive  

of the A.F.U.L.E.  

Ni.  iviyers, t Vice President) in re-
sponding said enginemen nad good  
r,asons for befog proud of the pro-
giess made by weir Union. 'file pre-

serrt position renected great credit  

on the pioneers who re -organised the  

Union alter the strike and placed it  

on a sorid foundation, and wnich rias 
been carried on by 'their successors  

from time to time. our wages and 
conditions were bad after the strike,  
and the method of bartering with  
the Commissioners was brought to  
an end after much agitation, by the 

 Board known as Keast's. Then later  
came the Classification Board which  

no doubt gave us some relief as  
regards wages, but its powers were  

limited, and it could not deal with  
conditions, which were very bad.  
Later we were successful as a Fed-
eral body, getting to the Arbitration  
Court, and secured an award. By  
doing that, we established the right  
of State instrumentalities to get an  

Arbitration Court award. While the  
award was an improvement on the  
Classification Board award, it in no  
way gave adequate recognition for  
the skill and responsibility of our  
calling. Two of the main improve-
ments to conditions were: increased  
time for preparing engines and a  
guaranteed fortnight. Our new claim  
has been lodged with the Court some 
months, and we hope will be heard 
at an early date, when many im-
provements in wages and conditions 
are hoped for, and also that  
the 44-hour week will be 'ex-
tended to enginemen. Super-
annuation is now operating through-
out the service, and while the  
scheme is by no means a liberal one, 
it was the best obtainable from the 
Government in office, and many of our 
old members are now receiving the 
benefits of the scheme. Many amend-
ments are required to the Act, and 
he hoped to see the Act aménded to  
provide for optional retirement at 60 
years of age. The Superannuation 
Board has made its first report to 
the Government, and while many of 
its recommendations will be of bene-
fit to contributors, if adopted by the 
Government, there is one suggestion 

 of the Board to the Government if 
acted upon would destroy the prin-
ciple of the Act, and that is the 
Invalidity Retirements. The Board 
said they had found difficulty in deal-
ing with certain' cases, such as men  

who had failed in vision, hearing or 
color sense, and unable to perform 
their duties, but who could perform 
almost any other duty, and said prior 
to superannuation the practice in the 
Railway Department was to pro-
vide other suitable employment at 
reduced rate of pay. The Boa-  d con-
sidered this matter of sufficient im-
portance to bring under notice of the  
Treasurer, for any action he might  
deem fit to take.  

Mr. Myers advised all present to  
watch this matter and to be prepared  

to take action if the Government at-
tempted to alter the Act, as there is  
no doubt what Parliament intended.  
It is clearly stated in "Hansard,"  
when the Bill was before the House.  

Comrade Myers said he was pleas-
ed to say that our Member Milvain  
was at last retired on superannuation  
and would receive £3 per week, de-
spite the many obstacles placed in his  
way.  

Comrade Drakeford was the select-
ed Labor candidate for the Essendon  
seat, and if elected to represent  
Essendon would be an asset to the  
Labor Porty and working class gene-
rally. In an appeal to all present  
who were members of trade unions  
Comrade Myers asked them to join  

up with the A.L.P. and work in the  
interest of Labor at the forthcoming  
elections. In conclusion Comrade  
Myers thanked everyone present  
for the spirit in which they honored  
the toast.  

The toast of the "A.L.P." was pro-
posed by Mr. W. O'Halloron, and re-
sponded to by Mr. H. David.  

After the toast of "The Visitors"  

was proposed and responded to by  
Mr. Beadmore a hearty vote of 
thanks was moved for the manner in  
which Chairman Mr. Robb had car-
ried out his duties.  

Mr. Robb suitably responded, and  
a most enjoyable evening terminated.  
—G. LYNCH.  

SEYMOUR.—The usual monthly  
meeting was held in the Lodge Room  
on Sunday, the 13th March. Comrade  
Wilkinson presided over a large at-
tendance of members. The News Let-
ter and correspondence were read  
and received with usual interest Sev-
eral items were submitted for depu-
tation to Foreman. Keen interest is  

being; t:tken in the forthcoming State  

elections on April 9th. And we are  
looking forward to the return of our  
esteemed Comrade A. S. Drakeford  
as the Labor member for Essendon.  
We wish him the best of good luck . 

The meeting decided to appeal to  
members for financial assistance for  

Comrade Drakeford and it is gra-
tifying to the officers of this Branch  
to know members are contributing  

:he Union. 	 I  ' 
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well to the appeal. We are also doing 
our bit to secure the return of the 
Labor candidate for Upper Goulburn, 
Mr. T. Withers. Two members of 
this Branch have been elected to the 
Campaign Council. Work in the Depot 
has slackened off and Cleaners are 
being stood down. We trust tü.- will 
not last long and Oa:, thine nocn 
will all be working furl t;nia 
i -5r atisfaction wls ex;,.•es ,  e d l v 
the mbers at the action adapt.;d by 
Cunt ol, which in our on4141ur: is only 
harassing the men in their duty, as in 
taie Depot enginsi -  n 'b not kn ,w 
what they are .loiag fr  •  one Sec-
tion to another ïhs reeet;r.q closed 
at 5 p.m.—H. J. 

CENTRAL.—The third ordinary 
meeting was held on Sunday, March 
13th, Comrade Leo Datson presiding 
over an increased attendance of mein 
bers. The ex-Secretary of Colac 
Branch (Comrade C. Kettle) who has 
transferred to North Melbourne, was 
present and was extended a most 
hearty welcome. 

The Department are applying that 
Clause in the Railways Classification 
Board Act "Conditions associated 
with the running of trains" where an 
engineman booked off more than one 
hour is subject to a deduction of one 
hour for each trip allowance paid, 
although in charge of his engine, 
shall be deemed to be booked off" to 
enginemen who are waiting to relieve 
at Woodend. 

We claim that a wrong interpreta-
tion is being placed on the Award, 
and the Commissioners' ruling is un-
fair, and we ask that specific in-
stances be reported. This clause of 
the Award has given more trouble to 
Union Officials than the rest of the 
Award, and the men are bitter in 
their protest against its applica-
tion. Their protests are justified, n  
any reasonable person will agree, 
that it is unjust to compel men to 
remain in charge of an engine at all 
hours of the day and night for the 
convenience of the Department and 
to receive no payment for doing so. 
This anomaly should be rectified when 
our plaint is heard before the Federal 
Arbitration Court. 

The first report of "The State Sup-
erannuation Board for the half-year 
ending June 30th, 1926 was discussed 
and whilst finances appear to be all 
right there are  a number of amend-
ments and adjustments that are 
necessary before the Bill will give 
satisfaction. Clause 8: "Invalidity 
Retirements" shows that the Board 
have not yet got a complete under-
standing of the Government's inten-
tions, for if they had they would not 
take such pains to bring the matter 
under notice of the Hon. the Treasur-
er. Without the right to retire if 
unable to perform "his duties" de- 

stroys  .  the usefulness of "superannu-
ation," and the Act would be a mon-
strosity if the Government decided 
that the Commissioners should have 
the right to reduce a man in status 
if unable to perform his duties. The 
position would be farcical and the 
Act useless. 

A "Safety First Organisation" has 
been formed at North Melbourne 
Loco. Depot, with reppresentatives of 
all branches employed appointed 
committeemen. It was decided to ap-
point six members of our Organisa-
tion to represent enginemen, and 
Comrades G. Bent, L. Datson, W. 
Bishop, B. McFadzen, C. Kettle and 
W. Lewis were appointed. 

The idea of the movement, primar-
ily, is to obviate accidents. Meet-
ings will be held and suggestions re-
ceived to prevent pain and suffering. 
Many accidents may be prevented, 
and it is hoped the innovation will 
prove successful. 

The Log served on our 14'ederal 
Secretary by the Commissioners was 
explained by General Secretary Col-
lins, and were it not for the serious 
nature of the business, many claims 
of the Department would be amus-
ing. The claims put forward by the 
Department are so frivolous that we 
are filled with regret that the Com-
missioners place so little value on 
our calling. Our caling is one of 
prestige, but the attitude of the Com-
missioners is to lower the dignity of 
our calling in the eyes of the public 
and the Judge. 

It is rather surprising that after 
holiday time and rush of traffic that 
the Commissioners on the very front 
page of their "Weekly Notice" ap-
plaud the enginemen for their won-
derful deeds and remarkable achie-
vements in running to time and 
handling the traffic so well; but when 
it comes to .a question of wages and 
conditions for the uplifting of the 
job, the Commissioners adopt the at-
titude of the pawnbroker behind the 
three balls, and desire to advance 
one third of the value of the article 
to be pawned or sold. 

The obscurity of signals on the 
Warragul line, due to trees interfer-
ing with the view of enginemen is 
to be brought under the notice of 
Executive. I desire to bring under 
notice of members that before another 
issue of the "Footplate" the State 
elections for Victoria will be over, 
and members should use their best 
endeavors to prevent a reactionary 
Government, similar to the last Gov- 
ernment from attaining a majority in 
the House. We are particularly anx-
ious to see our Federal General Sec-
retary, Comrade A. S. Drakeford, 
elected as member for Essendon 
seat, and every effort is being put 
foward, both by the candidate and 
his supporters to achieve success. 

We know that Comrade Drakeford 
will be an acquisition to Parliament, 
and his advocacy of the cause of the 
workers and public generally will 
carry weight in any discussion. The 
attitude of the present Government 
on various matters, particularly the 
"Redistribution of Seats Bill," still 
rankles in the minds of the people as 
one of the most iniquitous acts of 
legislation ever perpetrated. 

It is often quoted that the people 
who vote have short  memories and 
forget the infamous deeds of past 
governments; but on this occasion it 
will be hard to forget the reactionary 
crowd of Conservatives who stick 
like limpets to the Treasury Benches 
until literally forced to leave their 
perch. 

In passing I would like to remind 
the people of the good deeds per-
formed by the Labor Party during 
their short term of power in t he 
State Government. If only the Labor 
Party could control the reins of Gov-
ernment for the next three years it 
is safe to prophesy that a mo re  con-
tented people would be the result and 
sound legislation would be placed on 
the Statute Book.—W. LEWIS. 

TRARLGON. —The ordinary month-
ly meeting was held in the Drivers' 
Room on Sunday March 13th. The at-
tendance was fair. The correspon-
dence was read and the log sub-
mitted by the Commissioners was 
strongly condemned by all present, 
seeing that our positions at the head 
of the train are most responsible in 
the Department. You would think 
that the Commissioners would do 
everything possible to better our con-
ditions and endeavor to get that team 
work so earnestly sought after by 
circular and weekly notice. Our 
members have woke up to the fact 
that the only things that they will 
get from the Department are  those 
things that are forced from them by 
the Court. We were all pleased to 
see from the half-yearly report the 
strong financial position of our Un-
ion, and the wonderful advances made 
in the percentages of every branch. 
We were pleased to see that the Ex-
ecutive had rendered financial assis-
tance to Arthur Drakeford in his fight 
for the Essendon seat. And it is up 
to every member of our organisation 
in Melbourne to give whatever as-
sistance they can to him in his up-
hill fight. It would be a big thing 
for railway men in general to have a 
man of his calibre to fight their bat-
tles from the floor of the House. We 
have a Labor man standing for this 
electorate, the first time for some 
years, and we are very optimistic 
that he will be returned at the top 
of the poll. We are putting in a lot 
of work on his behalf. We are or-
ganisinr a home to house canvass. 
Our State member here is one of 
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those who would deprive all 
State servants of their political  
rights if he had his way. Hoping for 
a glorious victory for Labor on April 
9th and "let every man this day do  
his duty.—A. C. LEWIS. 

MARYBOROUGEL—The me 
 Maryborough Branch was held in 

the Workers' Hall on Sunday, 13th 
March, at 2.30 p. n. Comra.ie (! 
man presided over a fair mr't 1 .er  ,  f 
comrades. After the minutes of  be 
previous meeting were read a:,d con-
firmed, the correspondence was put 
through, each item being disscussed, 
it was then put aside to be final-
ised at the proper place. Since e ,r 
previous meeting of February. A 
very pleasant Sunday afternoon Mar. 
6th, was held in the Workers' '.Tell 
for the purpose of presenting • .r  
worthy Chairman for 1926 (Comrade 
Willis) with his certificate in recog-
nition of the great work done in that  
year. To us Jim is known as a  
stubborn fighter, and will not be side-
tracked when the sticks are lovbered  
for him to proceed at a deputation.  
As the saying goes, "an old dog for  
a hard road," being an experienced 
person at the game as a locomotive 
driver, his valves were always at the 
blowing off point, and were never 
allowed to lift, but he saved all his 
energy to carry his duties for  . hose 
who sent him. Our General PL" selent 
(Comrade C. Wake was pres snt for 
the purpose of presenting "Jim" with  
his certificate, and after a pleasing 
speech in reference to the position 
that Comrade Willis had taken up in 
1926 and the valuable work done by  
him for the sake of the Union he 
belonged to, and to his comrades of 
the Maryborough Branch. He hoped  
that he would hang the certificate 
in a prominent position in his home, 
and when he looked upon it it would 
remind him of the pleasant hours 
spent with the boys, trying to keep 
and to better the conditions for his 
mates and for the young fellows who 
were following in their footsteps. 
Comrade Willis thanked our General 
President for the kind remarks and  

'edged himself to stick to his iTei-e 
and retain what freedom unionism 
has given us. The tables were beau-
tifully laid out by a few of the boys 
for the occasion. All present ad-
mired the taste of the different color-
ed flowers selected, their beauty im-
proved by the pleasant perfume of  
the euacalyptus gum leaves. Tt would 
be an insult if we allowed the occa-
sion to pass without thanking those 
who went to the trouble that they 
did for one purpose only, to make  
the room look pleasant. For those 
Who did not feel fit to come along, 
Qll we can say is they missed a 

treat in the speech delivered to us 
Y  Comrade Wake on the advance- 

ment of our Union since 1903, when  
those grand old comrades, some who 
were dispensed with but ^re-instated,  
who had the courage to strike out and  
form a Union, who at the time did  
not have the price of th:ee pennies  
if they wished to form a two-up  
school, but look at us to-day, 1927,  
one of the most financial Unions that  

there is, and a glorious hall of our  
own, well and truly paid for. The  
position of our Union to-day is due to  
those who had the pluck and courage  
in 1903. Speaking on other sub-
jects such as superannuation and the  
doings of the Union in general. His  
plain method of delivering his spech  
will not be forgotten by these pre-
sent. A good supply of neckla oil  
was kept in store, and great credit  
was due to those comrades who saw  
that no one was running hot for the  
sake of a reasonable supply. Our ex-
perience is that friction is harmful  
at all times, so for the sake of a  

little extra everything was kept at  
100 per cent. I wish to draw atten-
tion of all comrades that the time is  
not far distant when the State elec-
tions will be upon us. Personally  
speaking, I consider this is the chance  
of our life to fight for those contest-
ing the seats in the interest of labor,  
We are proud to belong to one of the  
greatest Labor centres that ~here is.  

having a strong membership, a hall  
of our own, not being large enough.  
A hall twice the size is being erected.  
Not being content, we are determined  

to push Labor for all we are worth.  

We trust that our comrades in Mel-
bourne will leave no stone unturned  
to help our worthy Comrade A. S.  
Drakeford to be returned as member  
for Essendon. Our present Govern-
ment has been a great obiect lesson  
to us all. No better name could be  
given them when the "Sun" called it  
the "Manfred Government. I ap-
peal for the last time to every com-
rade to dron all party feelins in the  
coming fight. Let us cast from our  
minds the dark cloud of vengeance  

and on April 9th let there appear in  
its place a silver lining—a Labor Gov-
ernment. A few items of general  
business were brought forward, and  

the Chairman then declared the  
meeting closed.—F. N. PALMER.  

STATE MINA.—Our annual Smrke  
Social was held in the Miners' Hall on  
Saturday, 12-s-27. The attendance  

was satisfactory, and included repre-
sentatives from the various Unions  
operating at State Mine. , We also had 

 

the pleasure of the company of Presi-
dent C. Wake. The function was  

opened by the toast of "The King."  
followed by musical items and toasts  
of the varioles Unions, Labor Party 
and other Bodies, which were respond-
ed to by the representatives present.  
The speech of the evening was that of  

President Wake, who dealt with the 
main activities of the Union. Oppor-
tunity was taken of the presence. of  
Comrade Blythe to present him with 
a Past Chairman's certificate and a 

 cigarette case in recognition of the 
valuable services rendered by him 
whilst stationed at State Mine. We 

 were pleased to have with us  our  re-
spected Depot Foreman, Mr. Banfield, 
who also contributed towards the 
musical portion of the programme. 
Comrade J. Drummond was in charge, 
and had no difficulty in keeping order. 
The Social was voted by all present 
as a huge success.—F. W. WOOD-
h AM. 

STATE MINE—The March meeting 
of the Branch was held in the Drivers' 
Room on Sunday, 13th March, Vice -

Chairman J. Drummond, presiding 
over a large attendance of members. 
We were pleased to have with us Pre-
sident C. Wake, also Comrade .  Blythe, 

ho has been transferred to No rth 
Melbourne, but was paying a visit to  
State Mine. After the minutes of the 

 previous meeting had been confirmed, 
two new Comrades were adm'tted to 
membership. News Letter was read 
and listened to attentively. Our 
worthy President, Comrade C. Wake, 
then addressed members and outlined 
the progress made by the Union dur-
ing the past twenty years, and the 
many activities that engaged the at-
tention of our Executive Officers in 
their fight to improve our wages and 

 working conditions. The financial posi-
tion of the Union was dealt with at 
length, our President reminding mem-
bers, that although everything that is 
purchased with our contributions, has 
increased in price, the rate of contri-
butions has not been increased during  
recent years. This speaks volumes for 
the officient management of our Union. 
Members were astounded to hear o° 
the claim that has been served upon 
our Union by the Commissioners. The 
Log is regarded by members here as 
a huge joke, and we cannot under-
stand how the Commissioners could 
agree to the claim for an all round 
reduction of wages and for twelve 
hours actual work on any day before  
overtime penalties operate, and then 
for a miserable rate of time and a 
quarter to be paid after twelve hours 
work. State Mine members will not 
agree to any such proposals, and have 
every confidence in the ability of our  
Advocate before the Cou rt  to combat 
he Commissioners' claims. We were 

disappointed to hear from our Presi-
dent that the Commissioners a re  not 
prepared to grant our request that all  

annual leave should be taken at the  
one time, instead of being booked on 
have at two different periods drr 0 ^-
the Year. It wIs decided to request  
the Executive to make further efforts  

to have this anomaly rectified. Presi-
dent Wake outlined at length the  
splendid fight that had been made 013  
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behalf of Comrade Milvain. We were  
all pleased to learn that Milvain is  
now receiving his full pension. A  
hearty vote of thanks to the President  
for his most able and instructive ad-
dress brought an enjoyable meeting to  
a close at 1 p.m.—F. W. WOODHAM.  

DIMBOOLA.—Following the Smoke  
Night on the 12th, a special meeting  
was held in the Drivers' Room or  
13-2-27. Mr. A. Fortington, Vice-Chair-
man, in the unavoidable absence of  
the Chairman, steered the meeting  
round the curves. A record muster  
turned up to be ably addressed on  
Union and current political matters 

 by Comrade C. Wake, General Presi-
dent, who was in good form. It is al-
ways a matter of great interest to  
country members, when Executive  
Officers give branch members the very  
latest in Union matters. Comrade  
Wake is to be complimented on his  
ability as a speaker, being of the hard  
hitting variety, he made a very fine  
impression on all. He complimented  
our Secretary, along with other mat-
ters, on obtaining the 100 per cent.  
mark. Our local branch has decided  
to do all in its power in opposition  
to the sitting member for Lowan at  

the  .  forthcoming State Election.-
GEO. A. P.  

DIMBOOLA.—On Feb. 13th, a com-
bined Smoke Night, A.R.U. and A.F.  
U.L.E., was held, it being a glorious  
success. The night was fine and a  
goodly muster of about 200 turned up.  
Our Chairman, G. Padgett, presided  
over a very orderly gathering. Not  
one incident marred the evening. Our  
President, Mr. C. Wake, from the cite  
was there and spoke very well. Mr.  
Sear, A.R.U. and various other speak-
ers, including Mr. J. Cain, M.L.A.,  
addressed the gathering. Int rspers- 
ed with musical items and suitable 
refreshments, all hands had a real  
Pleasant time. During the evening  

Mr. Wake presented Past Chairman's  
certificate to Mr. J. Smethurst and  
Lone Service Secretary's certificate  
to Mr. A. Fortington. We are all  
looking for the event to come round  
rext year, when we hope to be able  
to invite our worthy Federal Secre-
tary, Mr. A. S. Drakeford, along as  
member for Essendon in the State  
House. Good luck. Arthur. from the  
Dimboola boys.—GEO. A. P. 

DIMBOOLA.—Our ordinary monthly 
meeting was held in the Drivers' Room 
at 2.30 p.m. on Sunday. March 13th.  
There was a good attendance, matters  

of vital interest to the Branch being  

discussed. News Letter, Correspond- 

ence and Financial Report and Bal-
ance Sheet were listened to with in-
terest. A number of items were listed  
for Deputation to Fitter-in-Charge  
and D.R.S.S. There seems to be little  
interest taken in the engines in this  
district. Speaking honestly, I have  
never been in a Depot where the en-
gines. are a bigger disgrace, as far as  
want of repairs are concerned. Good  
engines being allowed to knock them-
selves to pieces just for a little time  

being spared on their general over-
haul. Work in this Depot is steady.  
Liuch comnient was pa ,.sed when it be-
come known that the Commie sioners  

were trying to put the clock of pro-
gress back 20 years by the Log of  
Wages they had served on our General  

Secretary.—GEO. A. P.  

JQLIMONT.—The Jolimont Branch  
held its ordinary meeting in the Joli-
mont Lecture Hall on Tuesday, 8/3/27,  
Mr. Gault in the  chair.  There was a  
fair attendance of members. Minutes  
of previous meeting read and con-
firmed. As usual grievances were  
numerous, and amongst them were the  

broken shifts finishing after 6 p.m.,  
and straight shifts extending over 8  
hours; also the slow progress made in  

fitting radiators to the motor cars;  

also the few cars fitted with the air  
window cleaner. There was a general  
discussion on these items. The mem-
bers expressed the opinion that it was  
evident the Department did not  

realise the strenuous nature of electric  

train driving, and after further dis-
cussion the meeting decided to send  

these items on to the Executive with  
the view of having them brought  
under the notice of Mr. Clapp. The  
news letter was read, and great in-
terest was taken in its contents. Mr.  

A. S. Drakeford's election campaign  

was discussed. The secretary and  
T. Smith, Executive members, ex-
plained to the meeting the progress  
that had been made, and satisfaction  
was expressed by members. The  
branch is doing everything in their  
power, financially and otherwise, and  

if Mr. Drakeford is not elected it will  
not be through lack of support from  
the Jolimont Branch. Several mem-
bers who had motor cars expressed  
their willingness to assist the Cam-
paign Committee on election day, and  
it is to be hoped that no stone will be  
left unturned in this fight, as it is  
realised that Mr. Drakeford's election  

to the Essendon seat in Parliament  

would be a great benefit to the elec-
torate as a whole. We, therefore, wish  
him every success in this fight.  

Notice of motion from last meeting  
was dealt with: No. 1—That ,  the  
canopy windows in the vans on the  

driver's side, front and back, be  
painted or darkened, as it was con-
tended there was too much light,  
especially on hot days. After discus-
sion it was decided that the chairman  
and secretary have this matter  
attended to.  

No. 2 notice of motion was dealing  
with wreaths for deceased retired  

members. There was a good deal of  
discussion on this item, and it was de-
cided to leave this matter as at pre-
sent, and when cases arise that they  

be dealt with on their merits.  
At this stage Mr. Gault had to leave  

the chair to  '  go to work. Mr. C. J.  
Dallimore was elected to the chair.  

The question of Mr. R. E. Jenkins'  
resignation from the Committee and  

vice-chairman on account of health  
reasons was discussed, and it was de-
cided to accept his resignation with  
regret. The secretary was instructed  

to interview the next highest on the  
list of candidates, with a view of tak-
ing Mr. Jenkins' place.  

The divisional balance-sheet was  

read, and a resolution was carried that  

the balance-sheet be adopted, and that  
this branch wishes to compliment the  
auditors on the way the balance-sheet  

was presented.  
The Federal balance-sheet was held  

over for perusal.—J. CROUGH.  

ELECTION NOTES.  

Polling Day, 9th April, between the  
hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.  

Voting is compulsory.  
No provision made for absentee vot-

ing, but electors who have reason to  
believe that they will be unable to  
personally record their vote, should at  

once make application to the Return-
ing Officer for a postal vote. 

All completed postal votes must be 
it the hands of the Returning Officer 
before 8 p.m. on 9th April. 

Electors must place a number 
against the name of each candidate 
appearing upon the ballot paper. Even 
if there are only two candidates, you 
must place No. 1 against your first 
choice and No. 2 against, your second 
choice. Unless this is done the vote 
will be informal. 

The Essendon State Electoral Coun-
cil is conducting a most vigorous cam-
paign in support of Comrade A. S. 
Drakeford, Selected Labor Candidate. 

The candidate is being well received 
and his meetings are well attended. 

Reports received from canvassers  
are  most encouraging. 

The busiest member of the Commit-
tee is the candidate himself, who, with 
his characteristic thoroughness, is de-
voting his Hill energy to the fight.  

L lbw 	 
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Tasmanian Division  Remember April 9th next, record 
 your vote, and use your influence with 

your friends to do likewise, and in 
ESSENDON for DRAKEFORD No. 1. 

MANAGERIAL NOTES.  
All communications to be addressed 

to the "Manager," care of Assis-
tant or Divisional Secretary, A. F.  
U.L.E., Tasmanian Government 
Railways, Launceston. Correspon-
dents must attach their names and 
address, not necessarily for publi-
cation. 

MONTHLY NOTES.  

The most important subject of dis-
cussion during the month is the length 
cf hours being worked in continuous  
shifts. Various conferences have 
taken place with the Commissioner 
and Minister for Railways on the sub-
ect without result, reports of which 

appear in this issue for the informa-
tion of members. A letter is also 
Published, in which the decision of the 
executive in connection with the viola-
tion of clause 7 of award (Duration of 
Shifts) is given. Up to the time of 
Writing no reply has been received 
from the Commissioner. The letter 
referred to clearly indicates the ac: 
Proposed, failing  a  satisfactory reply 
tieing received.  

The result of the election to the 
Position of Federal Delegate, was—
Comrade J. W. Kearney, Delegate to 
A.L.P. Conference. Comrades McDer-
mott and Kearney. 

MATTERS POLITICAL.  

Should Labour Rule ?  

On the eve of a State election in 
Victoria, it may not be inopportune to 
n►ention some of the advantages of 
having Labour in power in the Lower 
'louse in this State. While it is not 
Possible to review at any length, one 

say that "the party in this State 
have made history" in many ways, to 
the advantage of the State, Taxpayer, ti-cluding the workers. 

One of the first questions that put 
LABOR Government on the map, so 
t° speak, in "Tassy," was in their first 
year of office, three years ago, in two 
t  aYs, i.e., they balanced the ledger. 
Which was not done for soroa years, 
and settled the vexed question or the 

0Wers of the Legislative Council to 
amend money bills. Then followed a 
i eneral election. Labor returned with tl clear majority and a mandate fru.n 

Pew d ofestable government followed 
Wtth a REDUCTION IN TAXATION ,,,"th 

 exemption 
instances 

raised 
 to 

 and der 
'4uctions for families placed on a sound 
and  equitable footing, so that at the â'sent time  a  married man, on £250 
fitYear, with TWO children is exempt 
^  M taxation in 1925 he paid £2  

8).  

The rule and thumb method of fin-
ance followed by Liberal-National and 
Country Party Government abolished. 
Reasonable provision with sinking 
funds, replacement and depreciation 
fund established in the Railway De-
1 artment additional provision under 
the Education vote for care of Child-
ren. The establishment of a Main 
Road Board, Machinery Bill and 
Amendment to Workers Compensa-
tion Act, all of which have been dealt 
with with a true appreciation of the 
workers point of view. In the two 
latter cases representatives of the  

workers have been consulted, and, al 
though these two pieces of essentia' 
legislation have not actually been plac-
ed on the statute book, the fault can-
not be laid at the door of the Party.  
In innumerable ways by act of ad-
n.inistration have done much for the  

workers generally. While it is not 
claimed that the present Government 
Lave not made mistakes, they have 
demonstrated their ability to govern . 

taking over the reins at a most diffi-
cult period in the history of the State. 
They have also, been largely the 
means of inducing industries to com-
mence here in addition to reviving the  
mining industry and have done much, 
to create a spirit of optimism, the re-
sult of which is only just beginning 
to be felt. 

SPECIAL MEETING SOUTHERN  
BRANCH.  

A special meeting of Southern 
Branch "Tasmanian Division" was 
held on Sunday, 13th February, 1927, 
in the Trades Hall. there was a gooa 
attendance. The Divisional Secretary, 

 

Tasmanian Division, being present at 
the request of the Branch members. 
Several matters of a contentious na-
ture were dealt with, the members 
being very emphatic in their attitude 
en the various subjects.  

Subject 1, Clause 7 and g of Award 
134,  of  1924, after considerable dis-
cussion, and the legal opinion of the 
Crown Law Officers and the Attorney 
General, the members instructed that 
"If  a  fovaurable reply was not re-
ceived from the Commissioner for 
Railways and the Government the 
Executive take out summons on the 
Commissioner for Railways for 
breaches of Award. 

Subject 2.—The question of Com-
rade ex-Driver A. A. Almond. Fai-
lure of Vision. Associated with Gov-
ernments promise to Returned Men. 
After discussion the members deplor-
ed that the Government and the Com-
missioner should attempt to wriggl ,: 
out of their obligations to our Com-
rade by alienation of his pension to 
make up what the State should make 
good, according to the promise of the 
Flag Flappers, when the Digger was 
going away to keep their homes and 
women folk safe from the War Lord 
and his Hordes. The meeting in-
structed "That the Executive immedi-
ately re-open Comrade Almonds case 
v: ith the Government, and that Mr. M. 
C. Hugo, of the Fathers' Association, 
be associated with the Organisation 
r. their endeavour to obtain justice 

for their Comrade. 
Subject 3.—The question of Super-

annuation was then dealt with, and 
or the purpose of this object, a Com-

mittee of three, with power to add, 
was appointed in the North and three 
n the South. Messrs: W right, Burge 
and Waters are the Southern Com-
m ittee. Members are requested to 

 ive them every assistance. 
The Divisional Secretary answered 

everal questions relating to Rail 
Motors, Hamper Allowance, and 
iumerous other matters. 

The question of the sympathetic ad-
ministration  of  the depot by the Loco. 

oreman was discussed. As regards 
otifying men of altered duties to pre-

ent  wastage of food, inconvenience  
o  crews and families; also the book-
ng of crews on for excessive night 
uty to adjust the time of other 
rews. Subsequently, in company  
th the Divisional Secretary and Mr.  

Might we suggest to Labourites and 
%v orkers not to forget on polling day 
those who are standing in their in-
terest. To Railway men in particular, 
eve would suggest to you, not only vote 
for those who are stanâing for the 
Australian Labour Party, but talk 
about them to your friends, and in 
every way do your best to see that  
they are elected on polling day. Re-. 

 member, in ESSENDON, Comrade A.  i  
S. Drakeford is the selected candidate, 
to most enginemen Comrade Drake -

ford is personally known. The result 
of his labors as a unionist and a f 

 worker are well known. To those in 
the electorate, it is the duty of his 
friends and supporters to keep his i 
candidature well in the forefront. As 
Secretary of the Victorian Division of 
the A.F.U.L.E., and for several years  g  
Federal Secretary of this union, has 
enabled him to obtain a thorough 
knowledge of the Industrial side of 
life. As a member of the Party, and 
for several years an executive mem-
ber, he has had ample opportunity to 
tecome familiar with the internai 
working of the party machine in all F 
its branches. He has always been a n.  n 
ardent worker, and coupled to the fact 
that he is  a  forceful speaker and  a  t  
lover of fair play. If elected, he i 
should be able to render yeoman  ser- d  
vice to the electors of Victo ria, and to c 
railway men in particular. wi  
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F. Burge, South Executive Officer, the 
Branch had an interview with the 
Loco. Foreman on the above and 
several other matters. 

J. W. KEA,:__, 
Southern Branch Secretary. 

DEPUTATION TO COMMIS- 
SIONER. 

I have to report, together with the 
President, having met the Commis-
sioner in company with the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer in Launceston on 
Feb. 24/27, when the following sub-
jects were dealt with. 

Hamper Allowance.—This allowance 
is one that the union have always held 
was payable to the Boat Express 
crews. In the past, over a period, it 
was paid to the crew running from 
Hobart end, but was subsequenly 
discontinued. The C.M.R. has now 
agreed to pay the allowance to these 
crews running from Hobart and 
Launceston on the days that they can-
rot be definitely notified where they 
will complete their turn of duty. 

Acting Time or Shortage of Staff. 
—The unfair system of application 
of acting time was dealt with very 
fully and the C.M.R. has now agreed 
to promote cleaners and firemen to 
the advanced capacity on the perma-
nent staff;  where so much acting time 
has been continuously operating to 
the d'sadvantare of the mer 

Clause 7 of Award, Duration o -
Shifts.—On this subject, the working 
of several jobs where excessive hours 
have been consistently worked, was 
brought under notice. such as the 8.45 
p.m. Goods ex Hobart, D.V. mixed, 
Delora . ne Conditional Goods, excessive 
time on the Fingal Branch and No. 5 
Goods ex Launceston. 

Dealing with the jobs in above or-
der: 8.45 goods is now to be worked 
in conjunction with the 5 15 a.n,. goods 
ex-Hobart. D.V. C.M.R. proposed to 
amend time table so that the turn of 
duty would be completed in 10 h-urs 
5 min. An additional train has been 
niaced on the Deloraine-Launceston 
section with the object of coping with 
the seasonal traffic, time only will 
show whether the traffic Department 
will arrange the work so that the 
maximum day wih not be exceeded. 

On the Fingal line, the C.M.R. pro-
mised to bring in a system of work-
ing whereby No. 5 and 6 would be 
cancelled during portion of each fort-
nightly period. Crew from Launces-
ton to be fitted in at Canara on these 
occasions to work specials from the 
latter station to work Avoca special, 
run usual train from Conara or  

specials through to St. Mary's as re-
quired. This, it is claimed, will re-
lieve the time in the day, to some ex-
tent, as well as the period and will 
allow the branch to carry the full 
number of men. which will allow the 
younger men at least some oppor-
tunity of the higher capacity work. 
The alteration is to some into effect 
the first week in March. 

No. 5 Main Line.--The C.M.R. ad-
vised that he proposed to have much 
closer supervision on the Main Line at 
night, which, lie claimed, would assist 
''o overcome the late running on this, 
as well as other trains. It was point-
ed out that this train had only run a 
few days but so far the hours we°c 
considerably above the maximum. 
The position is being kept under no-
tice for a few days with the view of 
further representation on this ques-
tion. 

(Sgd.) H, C. BARNARD, 
Divisional Secretary. 

March 7/27. 
Commissioner for Railways, 

Hobart. 
Dear Sir,—With reference to the 

question of clause 7 of Award as dis-
cussed with you on the 24th t:timo. 
The result of conference with you has 
now been conveyed to my executive, 
and, after very careful and mature 
consideration, they have directed me 
to say that they cannot agree to any 
proposal which involves rostering in 
the ordinary sense for ten hours or 
over, under the clause of the Award. 

They feel. that to roster in this wa"", 
speaking from past experience, i  e 
many instances means 11 to 14 hours 
and, in some cases un to 17 hours. F^r 
example, 3W and 18, 32 and 31, 11 
and 36 Western line and Special Goods 
Launceston-D 1cn'ine section, Derwent 
Valley mixed. While much the same 
Losition exists on the Main Line with 
the goods service, such as 5 and 56 

orked from Launceston and other 
services worked from the Southern 
end; all of which. if not actually rost-
c:red, are cons=aerably exceeding 10 
hours. 

With the lack of co-ordination at 
present in evidence between the traffic 
and Loco. Department. my  executive 
feel that it is not possible to keep the 
actual time down to the roster, which 
;s being exceeded by, in some cases, 
hours in the tour of duty. My execu-
tive direct me to point out that, some 
of the services mentioned have been 
hi ought under your notice on various 
occasions since 1924, the year the 
award came into operation, but no im-
provement has so far been brought 
about. They feel they have ever ap-

proached the subject with a view of  

conciliation without result, and now 
direct me to respectfully say, that 
unless the shifts which exceed clause 7 
of award, which reads: "Except in 
cases of unavoidable necessity, shifts 
ether than broken shifts, shall be com-
pleted within 10 hours, and where 
practicable within NINE hours, etc," 
is given effect to within 14 days, they 
will have no alternati.e but to place 
the matter in the hands of their soli-
citor for attention. 

'Sgd.) 	Divisional Secretary. 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF 

BRANCH SECRETARIES FOR THE 

YEAR 1927. 

ARARAT.—Mr.' A. Romer, Albert St. 
BALLARAT.  —  Mr. W. Whitworth, 

519 Lyons St. 
BENDIGO.—Mr. W. Sheard, Spring 

Gully Road. 
BENALLA.—Mr. H. Nicholls, Cun-

ningham St. 
CENTRAL.—Mr. W. Lewis, 36 San-

down Road. 
COLAC.—Mr. S. J. Parker,  80 Graves-

end St. 
DIMBOOLA.—Mr. B. Sadlier, Upper 

High St. 
DONALD.—Mr. H. Shearer, Myer 

Street. 
GEELONG.—Mr. A. Chisholm. ' M 

bourne Road, Geelong Wen-,t. 
HAMILTON. — Mr. W. Philpott, 

Sedgwick Street. 
JOLIMONT.—Mr. J. Crough, 27 E-v 

som Road, Kensington. 
KORUMBURRA.—Mr. J. D. Mc- 

Cracken, Station St. 
MARYBOROUGH. — Mr. H. Pra ,, tz, 

Tuaggra St. 
STAWELL.—Mr. A. E. Dans, Cam 

bell St. 
SEYMOUR.—Mr. J. J. Vidler, Butler 

Street. 
TRARALGON.-  Mr. J. W. Scanlon, 

Grey Street 
^NTTHAGGI.-  Mr. W. Stibbn. Hur' 

ter Street. 
WARRAGUL.  — Mr E. Plowman , 

 Mason Stre et. 
WODONGA: M r. G. Lynch, Have 

lock Street. 
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