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Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten 

UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL 

UNIONISTS, you know what the above 
means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
got, help them to'keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia has 
the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to the boys and your 
families to 

Support The Loco. 
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"They are slaves who will not dare  

All wrongs to right,  

All rights to share."  
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AG1iJR1AL NOTES.  

"The Footplate" is published 
monthly. 

All Branch Secretaries and Execu-
tive Officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name, and address to 
them. We do the rest.  

Phone, F 2235. 
Literary.—To ensure publication, 

contributions must be in not later 
than the 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after tl,e 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that "The 
Footplate" is sent to their private a4- 
dress,  and not to Loco. Sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, and 
forward same also to their Branch 
Secretary.  

JOIN THE 

Loco Self-Denial Fund.  
NO ENTRANCE FEE. 

CONTRIBUTIONS, 1./ per Week  

BENEFITS .. .. £2 per Week  

DEATH LEVY, 1s. per Member  

Over 800 Members have joined this,  
Fund. 

Get a Rule Book on Joining. 

DO IT NOW AND HELP YOURSELF 

G. S. SAMSON, Secretary. 
4.1 Hall St., Moonee fonds. 

Assist your Branch Sec-
retary by paying your  
contributions quarterly  

in advance.  

Contributions for the  
quarter ending June 15  
are now due  

676 	 June-July, 1926. 	THE FOOTPLATE. 	 July 10, 1926.  

" YES" OR "1`1O,"  

The question as to whether members should support or 
oppose the referendum proposals of the Bruce-Page Government 
has been the subject of much controversy in the daily and other 
papers, and the views expressed have been so conflicting, that the 
electors must needs be in doubt as to whether they should re-
gister their votes for or against the amendments. 

Deliberate attempts have been made by some of those op-
posing and those supporting the proposals, to cloud the issue by 
introducing matters foreign to the referendum. All political 
parties are divided upon this question and the Labor Party has 
decided to leave the matter an open one for the individuals them-
selves to decide. Prominent Leaders of the Party are actively en-
gaged, both in support of and in opposition to, the proposals. 

When certain proposals for the alteration of the constitu-
tion were submitted by the Labor Government to the people in 
1915 they had the whole-hearted support of the Labor Movement, 
and it is contended by those opposing the present proposals that 
they are different to those submitted by the Labor Government 
in 1915. This is one of the main reasons advanced why the pro-
posals should be opposed. 

On Page 677 of this issue, the proposals of the 1915 Labor 
Government and the proposals of the 1926 Bruce-Page Govern-
ment are published side by side, and on perusal it will be seen 
that if the 1915 proposals were endorsed by the Labor Govern-
ment, then no valid reason can be given why the •1926 Bruce-
Page Government's proposals should not also be supported, as 
although they do not go as far as the 1915 proposals, they cer-
tainly are in the same direction, and would give to the Common-
wealth Parliament greater powers in the desired direction. 

One proposed alteration which must appeal to Railwaymen 
in particular is that which would permit the Commonwealth 
Court of Conciliation and Arbitration to deal with industrial dis-
putes which do not extend beyond the limits of any one State, 
as this has been the subject of much industrial unrest in the 
past, and has cost the Unions large sums of money to determine 
whether the dispute extended beyond the limits of any one State, 
and in our own case, prevented Electric Train Drivers from ob-
taining an Award from the Arbitration Court at the same time 
as the Award for  Steam Men, as a result of which the wages of 
Electric Train Drivers were lower than Steam Drivers for a con-
siderable period, and the men concerned were deprived of ap-
proximately £6 per man during 1925. 

The suggestion that the proposals should be rejected, simply 
because they are being submitted by the Bruce-Page Govern-
ment is not worthy of consideration, and if acted upon, would sug-
gest that those supporting the proposals are not' capable of ar-
riving at an unbiased opinion. 

The proposals, if adopted, will be for the uplifting of the 
workers by means of enabling them to obtain improved conditions 
of work and increased rates of pay, so should be supported, ir-
respective of the party they are introduced by. 

Members are urged to give these proposals their earnest 
consideration and active support. 

t 
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REFERENDUM PROPOSAIS OF THE 1915 LABOR GOVERNMENT, 
	and 	 

1926 BRUCE-PAGE GOVERNMENT FOR CHANGES OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

1915 LABOR GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS—CON- 
STITUTION ALTERATION (TRADE AND 

COMMERCE) 1915. 
"51A.—(1) When each House of the Parliament, in the 

same session has by resolution, passed by an absolute ma-
jority of its members, declared that the Industry or busi-
ness of producing, manufacturing, or supplying any speci-
fied goods, or of supplying any specified services, is the 
subject of a monopoly, the Parliament shall have power 
to make laws for carrying on the industry or business by 
or under the control of the Commonwealth, and acquiring 
for that purpose on just terms any property used in con-
nection with the industry or business. 

(2). This section shall not apply to any industry or 
business conducted or carried on by the Government of a 
State or any public authority constituted under a State." 

Section fifty-one of the Constitution is altered by omit-
ting from paragraph (1) the words "with other countries 
and among the States." 
CONSTPTUTION ALTERATION (CORPORATIONS) 1915 

Section fifty-one of the Constitution is altered by omit-
ting from paragraph (xx) the words "Foreign corpora-
tions, and trading or financial corporations formed within 
the limits of the Commonwealth" and inserting in their 
stead the words— 

"Corporations, including— 
(a) The creation, dissolution, regulation, and control of 

corporations; 
(b) Corporations formed under the law of a State, in-

cluding their dissolution, regulation, and control; 
but not including municipal or governmental cor-
porations,.or any corporation formed solely for 
religious charitable, scientific, or artistic purposes, 
and not for the acquisition of gain by the cor-
poration or its members; and 

(c) Foreign corporations, including their regulation and 
control." 

CONSTITUTION ALTERATION (INDUSTRIAL 
MATTERS) 1915. 

Section fifty-one of the Constitution is altered by omit-
ting from paragraph (xxxv.) the words "Conciliation and 
Arbitration for the prevention and settlement of indus-
trial disputes extending beyond the limits of any one 
State," and inserting in their stead the words— 

"Industrial matters, including— 
(a) Labor; 
(b) Employment and Unemployment; 
(c) The terms and conditions of labor and employment 

in any trade, industry, occupation, or calling; 
(d) The rights and obligations of employers and em-

ployees; 
(e) Strikes and lockouts; 
(f) The maintenance of industrial peace; and 
(g) The settlement of industrial disputes." 
CONSTITUTION ALTERATION (TRUSTS) 1915. 
Section fifty-one of the Constitution is altered by adding 

at the end thereof, the following paragraph— 
"(xi) Trusts, combinations, monopolies and arrange-

ments in relation to— 
(a) The production, manufacture, or supply of goods, 

or the supply of services, or 
(b) The ownership of the means of production, manu-

facture, or supply of goods, or supply of ser-
vices." 

CONSTITUTION ALTERATION (RAILWAY DIS- 
PUTES) 1915. 

Section fifty-one of the Constitution is altered by insert- 
ing after paragraph (xxxv.) the following paragraph- 

"(xxxv. a) Conciliation and Arbitration for the preven-
tion and settlement of industrial disputes in rela-
tion to employment in the Railway service of a 
State." 

CONSTITUTION ALTERATION (NATIONALIZATION 
OF MONOPOLIES) 1915. 

The Constitution is altered by inserting, after section 
fifty-one thereof, the following section— 

1926 PROPOSALS OF THE BRUCE-PAGE 
GOVERNMENT. 

CONSTITUTION ALTERATION (ESSENTIAL 
SERVICES) 1926. 

Section fifty-one of the Constitution is altered by insert-
ing after paragraph (v.) the following paragraph— 

"(v.). A.—Protecting the interests of the public in case 
of actual or probable interruption of any essential ser-
vice." 

CONSTITUTION ALTERATION (INDUSTRY AND 
COMMERCE) 1926. 

Section fifty-one of the Constitution is altered— 
(a) By omitting from paragraph (xx) the words 

`Foreign corporations, and trading or financial cor-
porations formed within the limits of the Common-
wealth' and inserting in their stead the words 'cor-
porations,' including— 

(a) The creation, regulation, control and dissolution 
of corporations; 

(b) The regulation, control and dissolution of cor-
porations formed under the law of a State; and 

(c) The regulation and control of foreign corporations; 
but not including municipal or governmental cor-
porations, or a corporation formed solely for re-
ligious, charitable, scientific or artistic purposes ; 

 or any corporation not formed for the acquisition 
of gain by the corporation or its members';" 

(b) By omitting from paragraph (xxxv.) the words 
"extending beyond the limits of any one State"; and 

(c) By inserting after paragraph (xxxix) the follow-
ing paragraphs— 

"(x1). Establishing authorities with such powers as 
the Parliament confers on them with respect 
to the regulation and determination of terms and 
conditions of industrial employment and of 
rights and duties of employers and employees 
with respect to industrial matters and things; 

(xli). Investing State authorities with any powers 
which the Parliament by virtue of paragraph 
(xxxv) or paragraph (xl) of this section, has 
vested or has power to vest in any authority 
established by the Commonwealth. 

(xlii). Trusts  and  combinations (whether composed 
of individuals or corporations or both) in re-
straint of trade, trade unions, and associations 
of employers or of employees for industrial pur-
poses, including the formation, regulation, con-
trol and dissolution." 
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BRANCH REPORTS. 
ARARAT.—The ordinary meeting 

of  the Ararat Branch was held on 
Sunday, 13th inst; Comrade Barry 
presiding over a fair attendance of 
members. Correspondence of a lengthy 
nature, including report of deputa-
tion to Commissioners and News Let-
ter were read and received. It was 
decided by the Branch to support the 
Executive in their efforts, re the 44 
hour week. It was also decided to re-
ceive nominations for the position of 
Divisional Secretary at the July meet-
ing, as this will give more time for 
members to consider the position. A 
wreath fund was started with about 
30/- in hand, which amount is being 
placed in Savings Bank. Several 
items were listed for deputation to 
Foreman and a few items for the Exe-
cutive's consideration, concluded the 
busiress and the meeting closed at 
1.15 p.m.—A. E. FINCH. 

BALLARAT EAST.—The usual 
monthly meeting of this branch was 
held in the Waiting Room, Ballarat 
East, on Sunday, 13th June, at 2.30 
p.m.; Chairman J. Ingoldby occupied 
the chair to a fair attendance of mem-
bers. After the Secretary read the 
minutes and correspondence, which 
were listened to with interest, the re-
port of deputation to Commissioners 
caused great disappointment, as the 
various requests were all reasonable 
ones and we cannot understand why 
the Chairman of Commissioners re-
fused same. This branch decided to ac-
cept the resignation of Mr. Drake-
ford with regret; also to place a re-
cord on the books in appreciation of the 
splendid work performed by him 
whilst connected with the division. 
We also decided it would be better to 
leave the election of Divisional Secre-
tary stand over till the general elec-
ion. It was decided to support the 
Executive in any action they may take 
to obtain a shorter working week. 
Several items were listed for atten-
tion by Depot Foreman and others to 
be sent along to Executive. The meet-
ing closed about 5 p.m.—J. IN-
GOLDBY. 

BENALLA.—The usual monthly 
meeting was held at 2.30 p.m. on 
Sunday, the 13th June in the Insti-
tute Hall, there being a large gather-
ing of enthusiastic members; Mr. 
Morgan  occupied the chair and Mr. 
Nichols, as Secretary, had the business 
well in hand, showing, although it 
was his first meeting, that he is no 
novice at the carrying out of the im-
portant duties entrusted to him. The 
News Letter was read and its con-
tents give some indication of the work 
that is shouldered by the responsible 
officers of our Union, especially in re-
spect to the recent accidents in which 
members of Union are unfortunately 
concerned. This should inspire all  

members with the necessity of always 
being on the right side of the ledger; 
it is the least we can do to help carry 
on the work of the Union, which at 
all times is prepared to stand behind 
us when the occasion presents itself. 
A motion was passed unanimously 
supporting the Executive in their ef-
forts to obtain a maximum working 
week of 44 hours. It was also decid-
ed that nominations for the position 
of General Secretary be received at 
the July meeting. Regret was ex-
pressed on account of losing Mr. 
Drakeford, however, our loss will be 
a general gain to our Organisation, 
and we wish him success in the per-
Ira, exit appointment os Federal Sec-
retary; also we wish to express our 
appreciation to the Acting Secretary, 
Mr. Collins, who so capably carried out 
the duties in the absence of Mr. 
Drakeford, and I take the liberty of 
our branch to express the desire that 
Mr. Collins be given an opportunity to 
continue in the position permanently. 
It is intended that at the next ordin-
ary meeting that Drivers McIntyre 
and Higgins be presented with past 
officers certificates; also Driver Dave 
Young, who has recently retired from 
the service, is to be the recipient of a 
gift from the members of our Branch. 
A representative from the Executive 
is to be invited, and we hope to have 
an enjoyable afternoon, so earmark 
this particular afternoon, "boys," and 
come along and help to fill the hall. 
Bring your own glasses, the tank is 
overflowing; no fear of a drought or 
rusty throats, and be interested in the 
proceedings and hear of some of the 
activities of the Union. The meeting 
terminated at 5 p.m. — F. A. 
CROUCHER. 

BENDIGO. — The usual monthly 
meeing was held in the Drivers' Room 
on 13..6..26. The attendance of 
members was very good, considering 
the bad weather of late. The usual 
routine business was gone through, 
and the correspondence at times caus-
ing considerable debate. The ques-
tion from the Executive as to the im-
mediate election of General Secretary 
to replace Mr. Drakeford was keenly 
debated from different points of view, 
and it was eventually decided that the 
best interests of the Division would 
be conserved by electing the General 
Secretary at once, instead of waiting 
for Conference. A motion was also 
carried, regretting the resignation of 
Mr. Drakeford, and, at the same time, 
congratulating him on being appoint-
ed to the position of General Secre-
tary to the Federation. Secretary 
was instructed to convey the senti-
ments of the Bendigo Branch to Mr. 
Drakeford, realising as we do, the 
great advantage of having Mr. Drake- 
ford in the position he now holds. 
One item of business that caused heart 
burning amongst members was the 
resignation of our ever popular Secre- 

tary, Les. Hosking, after a number 
of years of splendid service to the 
Branch. I am certain a more popular 
Secretary has not existed in a Branch, 
yet considering the fact that in the 
years of service, not one single in-
stance of friction has cropped up to 
mar the feelings that existed between 
the members and himself. All mem-
bers present brought pressure to bear 
to get him to reconsider his resigna-
tion, but useless. At present, with the 
enormous amount of private business 
on hand, which members know of, 
Les. realised he could not do his duty 
to the Branch, and took the only 
course open to him. It is intended to 
suitably recognise his services at a 
near future function, and a record of 
his services was recorded in the 
minute book. Mr. W. Sheard has been 
elected Acting Secretary pending the 
Annual Elections, and in Mr. Sheard 
I am sure we have a worthy succes-
sor to Mr. Hosking. The meeting also 
passed a resolution, instructing the 
Executive to endeavour to obtain 
shorter working week, many mem-
bers stress'ng the point of increased 
responsibilities and heavier trains, 
making it imperative that some reduc-
tion of hours is necessary to counter-
balance the daily increasing nerve 
strain felt by train crews. A number 
of matters were listed and the atten-
tion of the D.R.S.I. and Depot Fore-
man, and the meeting closed about 5.30 
p.m.—S. 

CENTRAL.—The sixth ordinary 
meeting of Branch was held on Sun- 
day, 13th June; Chairman J. Lester 
presiding over the usual attendance 
of members. A discussion was held o n . 
the question of tender first running, 
and it appears as if the practice is 
growing and a motion of protest was. 
carried. Tender first running is un-
safe and uncongenial to the crews, 
and many a serious illness can be 
traced to this cause, and members are 
asked to supply specific cases where 
tender first running is done unneces-
sarily. Complaints were voiced 
against the "Werribee rest job," and 
the matter has been taken up with 
Chief Commissioner, and we hope 
that our arguments will prove success-
ful and this obnoxious rest job be a 
thing of the past. D rivers employed 
on the "C" Class roster are to be paid 
the special rate when they ordinarily 
would have been running Passenger. 
trains. D rivers who have not receiv-
ed the special rate are advised to. 
make application for same. A resolu-
tion was carried recommending the 
Executive to call applications for posi-
tion of General Secretary as early as 
possible. Question of whistles being 
standardised was discussed, and a mo-
tion was carried recommending Exe-
cutive to have the question brought 
under notice, and that the bad state 
of whistles generally at North Mel-

bourne be enquired into. The "avail- 
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ability" question was discussed, and a 
motion carried "That seniority stand 
for eight hours in yard, Shed, Ken-
sington, South Kensington, Maribyr-
nong and all places adjacent to shed 
and for three hours on road jobs." 
It was also decided to ask "That all 
firemen eligible for driving and, Clean-
ers eligible for firing, be keut in pre-
cincts of shed so as to be available 
to perform their duties." Result of 
Deputation to Commissioners was dis-
cussed, and it was freely stated that 
apparently the Commissioner is not 
prepared to grant many concessions 
judging by answers received to vari-
ous items. Protests have been lodged 
against the practice of compelling 
Drivers to take hour for lunch with-
out pay when booked "Hostling." We 
took this question to C.M.E., but he 
was not prepared to make any altera-
tion in existing arrangements. Ef-
forts have been made to obtain bino-
culars from the Department to assist 
Ambulance staff to remove foreign 
bodies from the eye, but the Depart-
ment were not prepared to supply 
them. A presentation of a Past 
Chairman's certificate was made to 
ex-Chairman C. Kane by Chairman 
Lester in a neat speech. Comraae 
Kane suitably responded, and express-
ed a desire to have the certificate 
hung in Loco. Hall, and a motion was 
carried recommending Executive to 
give effect to his wishes. Reference 
was made to the unfortunate fatal ac-
cident that befell our late Comrade H. 
M. Paull, and members stood for a 
few moments in silence out of respect 
to the memory of our late comrade. 
A petition against the division of Big 
Wheel Roster into "North" and 
"South" side was discussed and the 
matter will be raised at local Confer-
ence and Head Office.—W. LEWIS. 

CENTRAL—A special meeting of 
members was held to discuss the mat-
ter of the 44 hour week, and J. Les-
ter, Chairman, presided over a large 
attendance of members. After a long 
discussion the meeting decided that 
strong dissatisfaction be expressed 
with the hours of work obtaining for 
Locomotive Enginemen in Victoria, 
which are longer than those in opera-
tion for Enginemen in Queensland, 
New South Wales, West Australia, 
and New Zealand, and which on ac-
count of the strenuous and respons-
ible nature of their calling should be 
shorter than the standard hours in 
industry, and this meeting is also of 
the opinion that the time has arrived 
for the introduction of a forty-four 
hours week as the standard for workers 
throughout Australia, and urges the 
Executive to push on with the work 
of obtaining a shorter working week. 
—W. LEWIS. 

COLAC.--The monthly meeting of 
the Colac Branch was held on Sunday, 
June 13th, at 2 p.m.. President Mr. 

C. McFadzean, presided over a good 
attendance of members, but there are 
still a few seats "To Let," for which 
there is no charge for occupancy at 
Union meetings. Our worthy Presi-
dent and Secretary are both hard 
fighters and battlers for the Branch, 
and welfare of the members in general, 
so don't wait till you are in trouble 
and then seek their assistance and the 
Union, but come along to the Union 
meetings and assist to improve the 
working conditions of yourself, also 
your mate. Don't leave it to the other 
fellow. The minutes of previous 
meeting were read and confirmed, and 
then the correspondence was dealt 
with in order. Our Acting General 
Secretary must be a busy m an , as far 
as this Branch is concerned, as the 
bulk of correspondence came from the 
Loco. Hall. No doubt our Secretary 
is keen to know all the latest news, 
and Colac is a great place for rumors. 
Correspondence dealing with the pro-
posed 10 handed roster was discussed 
at length, and further dealt with at 
the meeting. The Super Cleaners are 
wondering when their turn of being 
made Permanent is coming. Like the 
Big Turntable for Colac; Coming, but 
Heaven's knows when. Several ac-
counts were presented for payment, 
and were duly passed. We regret to 
learn of the resignation of Comrade 
A. S. Drakeford as our General Se-
cretary, but pleased to know that we 
still have his valuable services as 
Federal Secretary, and a resolution 
was carried unanimously, expressing 
our appreciation for Comrade Drake-
ford's loyal and devoted services as 
General Secretary and wish him every 
prosperity and best of health. The 
meeting carried a resolution that nomi-
nations be called at the July Branch 
meetings to fill the position of General 
Secretary, and, if required, a Ballot 
be taken of financial members to elect 
a General Secretary. The meeting 
was not in favor of this important 
position being left till the Annual Elec-
tions, as it was contended that this 
position should be filled at once. Deal-
ing with the 44 hour week, after a 
long discussion, it was decided to sup-
port the action for a 44 hour week, 
and we trust that this claim will be 
achieved in the very near future for 
the working class of Australia. The 
News Letter was read and listened to 
with great interest, and we appre-
ciate the news contained in same. 
Being in the Bush, we are anxious for 
the latest Union news, which we know 
is not rumours. When you hear of 
Mr. E. J. Corr's transactions with the 
Department over interpretations of 
the Award, no doubt the Executive 
are reminded of that song, "Smile 
Boys, smile." The question of time 
to be allowed to clean the "Garratt" 
engine is to be taken up with the 
C.M.E., as the 4 hours allowed at pre-
sent is not considered enough. A 
certain officer of the Department said 

that if a man could not clean it in 4 
hours, he would take his coat off and 
do it himself in that time. I know 
men who left the Union on account of 
him being allowed to come into the 
Union as a member. We don't forget, 
although he may think we do. Holi-
days are to be started, and the same 
procedure as last year is to again 
apply here. Work has fallen off and 
that is the reason of holidays. A re-
solution was carried showing our ap-
preciation for services rendered as 
Branch Secretary to Comrade Bob. 
Colcott, who is being transferred to 
Namurkah. We wish him the best of 
luck and prosperity in his new loca-
tion. The "Garratt" engine for the 
narrow gauge line has been in run-
ning for a fortnight and has proved a 
success. All doubts as to going round 
the 2 chain curves has been set at 
rest; also to the road carrying the 
engine. She is capable of hauling 
twice the load of the old Foy and Gib-
son's. As an instance. On the mixed 
train from Beech Forest on the 16th 
June, 21 vehicles were brought into 
Colac; load 263 tons. With the other 
engine on this mixed train, 110 tons 
is the load. The "Garratt" engine 
was tested with 185 tons to Gelli-
brand and 143 tons from Gellibrand 
to Beech Forest, on a greasy rail, and 
she exceeded all expectations. En-
gine requirements are practically nil. 
Water is taken at Gellibrand, Dire-
mont and Gellibrand on return. Fire 
or smoke-box is not required to be 
cleaned only on return at Colac, so the 
"Garratt" is a big improvement on the 
old narrow gauge engine. From a 
driver's point of view in regard to 
comfort, that is not provided for dri-
ver, the seat provided is practically 
useless, he has to stand up all the 
trip at present.—A. HYATT. 

DONALD.—The usual  meeting of 
above branch was held' on Sunday 
afternoon, 13/6/26; Comrade Berry in 
chair. Owing to the absence of Chair-
man Lyndon on the week-end rest at 
Woomelang, Comrade Berry presided 
over a fair attendance; still in view 
of business in hand a larger attend-
ance was expected. Mr. Drakeford's 
resignation as General Secretary was 
received. All members expressed re-
gret at Mr. Drakeford resigning, and 
while submitting to the inevitable, re-
cognised his services had not been lost 
to the Organisation of the A.F.U.L.E. 
as a whole. It was further decided to 
leave the question of his successor 
in the hands of the Executive. Con-
siderable discussion took place over 
the question of turning up for duty 
with intervals of short rest. The 
main bone of contention being off the 
5.45 p.m. Woomelang on to the 4.5 
p.m. change over, with 2.30 p.m., and 
when run 5.40 p.m. ex-Maryborough. 
Considering the nature of this shift, 
which is as follows :—The 5.45 pan. 
Woomelang crew sign on 5.30 p.m., 
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relieve at 5.40 p.m., relieved at  
Woomelang from 10 p.m. till 11.30  
p.m. for a meal period. Then re-
lieved on arrival back at Donald at  
5.20 a.m. off 5.30 a.m., On again 2.35  
p.m. for the aforementioned change  
overs. Two comrades refused to do  
this unreasonable shift; quite a stir  
was caused by their action. However,  
the action of the two comrades was  
upheld, and the meeting decided in  
future not to work such unreason-
able shifts and to so inform the driver  
in charge, Mr. Watts. Further discus-
sion took place on the payment of an  
extra shilling a day allowance for the  
5.45 p.m. mixed Woomelang, which  
leaves Maryborough at 1.5 p.m. It  
was decided we are entitled to this al-
lowance, and that this Branch co-
operate with Maryborough Branch in  
the endeavour to obtain allowance to  

the Driver running this train. A let-
ter was dealt with from G. W.  
Walker, of Avoca, concerning a coupl-
ing invented by him, and protesting  
he had not had a fair deal in connec-
tion with it. It was left with the  
Executive to take what action they  
deemed fit. But it was the opinion of  
the meeting that if the coupling was  
the equal of the imported article, then  
it should receive preference. This con-
cluded the business of the meeting.— 
C. H. MORRISON.  

GEELONG—The annual event of the  
Loco.Enginemen took place in the West  
Geelong Town Hall on Saturday even-
ing, June 5th, at 8 p.m., Mr. R. Ellis  
being Chairman of the function. The  
function was the best of its kind held  
in Geelong. Mr. C. Wake represent-
ing the Central Executive. During  
the evening Mr. Wake gave an address  
on the A.F.U.L.E. and its functions  
in general The guests of the evening  
were Messrs. Brownbill, M.L.A., Fow-
ler, D.R.S.S., Mr. Parker, our retired  
Foreman; also Comrade R. Jones, who  
has retired from the service. Comrade  
Shanahan could not attend on account  
c,f ill-health. During the evening,  
presentations were made to Mr.  
Parker in the shape of a Travelling  
Bag. Comrade Jones was presented  
with a Travelling Bag and Pipe; also  
retiring member's certificate. The  
same being presented to Comrade  
Shanahan at his home on the Sunday  
morning. Messrs. Parker, Jones and  
Shanahan suitably responded on re-
ceipt of presentations. Messrs. Fow-
ler, Mudge and Busbridge spoke on  
the good qualities of the retiring  
gentlemen. During the evening the  
usual programme was given effect to,  
and all present seemed to have rather  
a good time. Everything worked like  
clock work, thanks to the caterer and  

the Committee of Management. The  
function ended at midnight. Four  
hours good jolification and speechify-
ing.  

Special Meeting of the Geelong  
Branch of the A.F.U.L.E. took place  
in the Drivers' Room, Sunday after  
Smoke Social, at 2.30 p.m., 6/6/26.  
Mr. Ellis presiding; there being a fair  
attendance of members. Mr. C. Wake  
represented the Executive. Mr. Ellis  
duly declaring the meeting opened and  
welcoming Mr. Wake to the Geelong  
Branch. Mr. Wake suitably respond-
ing. Mr. Wake had the pleasure of  
presenting Certificates to Comrades  
Fuller and Kane for the past services  
as Secretary and Chairmen for 1925.  
Both the gentlemen suitably respond-
ing. Mr. Wake then gave a very able  
address on the Union and its works  
as from 1903 to the present date. He  
also gave a clear detail on the Super-
annuation Board and its function. Mr.  
Wake also gave a clear outline on the  
increases and decreases of wages in  
accordance with the rise or fall of the  
cost of living; also touching on the  
Acting Drivers and Firemen's position  
as employed in Victoria and other  
States. Mr. Wake also gave full  
details of the position of our Acting  
Federal and Acting Divisional Secre-
taries and their good qualities as  
Unionists. After his able address, he  
was accorded a hearty vote of thanks,  
which was carried in the usual man-
ner. Mr. Wake again thanking all  
present for his welcome to Geelong  
and hoped it would not be the last.  
Meeting closed at 5.30 p.m.  

The half-yearly meeting of the  
A.F.U.L.E. held in Drivers' Room at  
2.30 p.m., 13/6/26; Mr.. Ellis occupied  
the chair, and presided over a good at-
tendance. After the minutes of both  
previous meetings had been disposed 
of, also the correspondence, business  
arising out of correspondence being  
the next, this gave members present  
something to debate, more especially  
the fact that more Drivers are to be  
sent here. As far as this Depot is  
concerned, it has its quota of Drivers  
from six to twelve Drivers are con-
tinuously booked firing apart from  
those shown on annual leave, and in  
all probability two more to be added  
to the list; these two have just sat  
for Junior Drivers Examination.  
There were many items listed for the  
D.R.S.S. and Depot Foreman, and.  
generally speaking, the Union Officials  
have rather a busy time in regards  
to these items. The more the better,  
it shows that members generally are  
awake to their calling. Two of our  
Comrades have been off for some  
weeks, laid aside with the 'flu, but let  
us hope that they will soon be back  
in the fighting line and take up their  
duty again. One of our comrades,  
Driver Dan Walton, suffered rather  
a severe blow this week in the loss of  
his mother. We all extend to him our  
deepest sympathy in his recent sad 

 bereavement.—A. W. CHISHOLM. 

MARYBOROUGH. — Meeting of  
Maryborough Branch held in Workers'  
Hall 13-6-26, President Comrade Willis  
presided over a good attendance. The  
Secretary put through a fair amount  

of correspondence. Each item was  
dealt with, and after a fair discussion,  
was put aside to be dealt with locally  
or by Central. The News Letter was  
read to members, also the results of  
last deputation by our Central Officers,  
Although the results were not pleasing  
we must expect now and again a fai-
lure, but not through the fault of  
those who put the cases. Seeing that  
Our worthy comrade, and General Se-
cretary is resigning his position, a  
motion was moved that applications  
be called for the vacant position in  
July. This Branch wishes Arthur  
every success in the position he is  
about to take over. We have every  
confidence that he will pilot the Fed-
eral Ocean Liner with the same suc-
cess as the State vessel. A resolu-
tion was passed congratulating the  
Executive in offering their whole-
hearted support to the other States in  
trying to bring about 44 hours per  
week. We wish them every success  
in their effort. A few items in general  
business were brought forward, one  
item being the formation of a new  
goods Roster. The good old days  
have departed in this Depot of run-
ning a few trains in daylight. A few  
of our mates are trying each to make  
a Roster out, to be discussed at the  
next meeting. The most successful  
to be adopted. There is no necessity  
to travel to the old country for the  

purpose of being knighted. For those  
comrades here who handle goods  
trains hold that title, whether it is a  
honour to be out all night is another  
question. We regret that our Com-
rade, Driver McVeigh, is being trans-
ferred to Daylesford. Mac was re-
cognised as a great fighter for his  
Union. Having taken up various  
positions in his Branch whilst here,  
is the reason we regret his loss, but  
it is his gain, so we wish him, also  
Mrs. McVeigh, and all the little Macs.,  
every happiness, and best wishes  
in their new place of residence. A  
few other items were brought for-
ward and after discussion, they  
were placed aside for the next depu-
tation. As there was no further busi-
ness coming forward, the results of  
the previous deputation was put to the  
meeting, and the Chairman then de-
clared the meeting closed.—F. N.  
PA LMER.  

STATE MINE.—The monthly meet-
ing of the Branch was held in the 
Drivers' Room on Sunday, 13th, at  
10.30 a.m., before a very small at-
tendance, most of our members being  
away relieving or on holidays on ac-
count of the strike, which has at last  
terminated. The correspondence and  
News Letter were read and confirmed. 
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A vote of thanks was recorded to our  
late General Secretary, Mr. Drake-
ford, for the efficient way in which 
he had carried out his duty to the 
members of the A.F.U.L.E., and wish-
ing him every success in his new 
position as Federal Secretary. Com-
plaints have been received about non-
qualified men preparing engines at  
State Mine, as this leaves additional  
responsibilities on Drivers taking the  

engines out on the road. The sooner  
it is cut out the better it will be for  
ourselves. A motion of sympathy was  
recorded to Comrade V. Jones and  
family in their recent bereavement of  
the loss of his father. The meeting  
closed with a vote of thanks to our  
oldest and ever-active member on his  
departure from here to Geelong, Mr.  
Joe Hargreaves, who is going to drive  
on the Big Wheel. It is State Mine's  
loss and Geelong's gain. We do not  
like losing our "Grand Old Man," who  
we all told our troubles to. This  
marks the passing of a very pleasant  

landmark on the Nyora-Wonthaggi  
line, and one of Nature's gentlemen.  
Meeting closed 12.30 p.m.—G. A.  
TWEDDLE.  

SEYMOUR.—The ordinary meet-
ing of the Seymour Branch was held  
in the Federal Hall Lodge Room on  
Sunday, June 13th, at 2.30 p.m. The  
Chairman being away on holidays,  
Vice-Chairman G. Wilkinson presided  
over a fair attendance. After dealing  

with minutes, correspondence and  
News Letter, the meeting assumed a 
special attitude in order to discuss the 
44 hour question, and after passing a  
definite resolution in favor of same, 
the meeting assumed its ordinary at-
titude. A keen discussion took place 
re Mr. Clapp's attitude regarding 
junior men being given jobs in prefer-
ence to senior men, and finally a re-
solution was carried protesting against  
same and asking Executive to take fur-
ther action. A great number of items  

were listed for deputation to Fore-
man and several for Executive. The  
meeting closed at 5.40 p.m. — C.  
CRONIN. 

STAWELL. — Our usual monthly 
meeting was held in V.R.I. Rooms on 
13/6/26; Mr. A. Chandler presided 
over a fair attendance. After minutes 
were read and confirmed a general 
discussion took place concerning the  
nomination for General Secretary of 
our Union, and it was decided to hold 
same over till after Conference. It 
was discussed freely and mentioned  
that the man who is filling the posi-
tion is the right man in the right  
Place and should be elected without  
opposition. Not enough praise can be  
fi'iven to our retiring General Secre-
tary, Mr. Drakeford, who is looked  
Upon as a live wire, always willing to  
do his best, but should be grateful  
to have him as Federal Secretary at  
the Head of Affairs. We have still  

got a few sick members in our dis-
trict, the 'fiu has given us a bad spin 
here. The result of the deputation  
to the Commissioners was listened to 
with regret, and goes to show that 
we can't expect much from them. 
Things are not too busy here, holi-
days being worked off. Members 
please keep in mind-, save a few hours 
for the 2nd Sunday in each month and 
come along to monthly meeting.—A. E.  
DANS.  

TRARALGON—The ordinary mon-
thly meeting was held in Drivers' 
Room on June 13th, and I am pleased 
to report a good attendance. Corres-
pondence received, and we were all  
uisappointed at the results of the de-
putat!on to the Commissioners prov-
ing conclusively that the Commis-
sioners are not prepared to give any-
thing away without they are forced,  
and it is about time that we agitated  

to have representatives on all boards  
dealing with conditions. It is a short  
sighted policy on the Commissioners  
part in not meeting the men's wishes  
on a lot of items that are put before  
them, as it is recognised that a con-
tented body of men give better ser-
vice than the man wifo has to fight  

every inch of the way to get what  

they are justly entitled to. When it  
became known that Mr. Drakeford had  
resigned as General Secretary of Vic-
torian Division, a resolution was mov-
ed placing it on record the great ser-
vice he had rendered to the Victorian  
Division and the Federation, and also  
complimenting him on the able man-
ner in which he conducted our case  
before the Federal Arbitration Court.  

And it was also mentioned that we  
hoped that he would still retain his  
position on the Victorian Executive.  
A motion was also moved asking the  
Executive that the election for the  

General Secretary be gone on with  
straight away, because we considered  
that if by any chance Comrade Col-
lins should be defeated, he would be  
able to stand for any of the positions  
at the Annual Elections. Not for one  
moment do we think that he will be  
defeated, but it is just as well to be  
on the safe side. I think we are very  
fortunate having a comrade like C.  

Collins to carry on the good work, and  
I can assure him that if an election is  
necessary he will get 100 per cent. in  
this district. A long list of items  
were prepared for the foreman, one  

item in particular caused a' great deal  

of discussion, that is, driver prepar-
ing an engine for another driver. We  
consider this unfair to the man who  
has to take engine out. Every driver  
feels more contented on the road when  
he has examined his own engine.  
Meeting closed at 5.45 p.m.—A. C.  
LEWIS.  

WODONGA.—The usual monthly  
meeting of the Wodonga Branch of  

the A.F.U.L.E, was held in the Guards' 

Room on Sunday afternoon, the 13th, 
at 2.30 p.m., Comrade F. Ludwig pre-
siding over a fair attendance. The 

 

minutes of the previous meeting being  
read and confirmed. Correspondence  

was then called for and dealt with  

in the usual manner. Members re-
gretted to hear that Comrade Drake-
iord had resigned the position of Divi-
sional Secretary, and a resolution was  
unanimously carried expressing our  

appreciation for the services rendered  
by him when holding the position of  
Divisional Secretary. The News Let-
ter having been read and discussed,  

general business was then brought  
forward. One item which caused a  

fair amount of debate, was the 44  
hour problem, but finally ended in this  
branch to fall in with the views taken  
by the Brother Union. The election  
of General Secretary caused no hesi-
tation whatsoever, the view taken by  

us was that if Comrade C. Collins  . 
could carry on the work as Acting  

General Secretary with such success,  
as during the time of the General Se-
cretary's absence on Federal matters,  
that he should be the man appointed  
for this position, and this Branch pass-
ed a resolution that an election be call-
ed for at once to fill this position.  
Many other local items were listed,  
which, when dealt with, will prove  
satisfactorily to all its members. One  
in particular was the altered running  
of our Expresses. Another item was  

the remarks that were passed by our 
local Councillors, stating that the 
dawdling engines during shunting 
operations. This Branch strongly re-
sented these remarks, and moved that 
the Secretary of this Branch reply to  
this, of which he did, explaining the 
dawdling movements to the outside 
public. There being no further busi-
ness the Chairman then declared the 
meeting closed at 5 p.m., A hearty 
vote of thanks was recorded and re-
ceived by our worthy Chairman.—G. 
H. LYNCH. 

CORRESPONDENCE.  

SYDNEY STREET CROSSING.  

To the Editor of the "Sentinel."  
Sir,—The report appearing in your 

issue of 4th June of the discussion at 
the council meeting respecting delays 
to vehicles and pedestrian traffic in-
dicates that the view is held by some of 
the councillors that unnecessary time 
is taken by those responsible for train 
movements in the yard, during which 
the period of blockage takes place.  
My union, the Australian Federated 
Union of Locomotive Enginemen, re-
sents any suggestion of avoidable de-
lay by its members, who carry out 
their responsible duties with proper  
regard to the departments regulations  
and safe working. It should be rea-
lised by men occupying public posi-
tions, when offering their criticism,  
that the locomotive enginemen, when 
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engaged in shunting operations, have 
their movements controlled by signals 
which they must obey, as the lives of 
men and valuable public property are 
under their control. 

There is no desire on the part of 
enginemen to cause delay, or to 
dawdle at their work; and they ven-
ture to suggest that those who are so 
ready to criticise should first of all 
take the trouble to properly inform 
themselves as to the actual cause of 
the delay and take steps to have the 
cause removed, rather than to un-
justly convey the impression to the 
public mind that railway employees 
responsible for train movements have 
no regard for public convenience. 

Hoping that you will insert this in 
your next issue, in justice to the rail-
waymen affected.—I am, your, etc., 

GEO. H. LYNCH, 
Branch Sec., A.F.U.L.E. 

Wodonga, 16/6/26. 

CAULFIELD COLLISION. 

(Continued from page 690.) 

He did not suspect or even suggest 
that Signalman Wright had pulled off 
the home signal in error, but it was 
possible that the signal did not return 
to danger after the passing of the 
Carrum train. He appealed to the 
Coroner to bring in a finding that 
Motorman Milvain was not to blame, 
or if to blame, that he was not to 
blame to such an extent as would 
justify him being committed to stand 
a trail for a serious charge of man-
slaughter. 

He also outlined the legal definition 
of the word "manslaughter," which 
could not be applied in this case. 

Mr. Foster, addressing the Court, 
said that Guard Hargreaves could not 
be held to blame. It was the Driver's 
sole duty to watch for signals and the 
Guard depended upon the Driver see-
ing that the signals were showing 
"clear." The Guard had numerous 
duties to attend to and should not be 
held equally responsible with the Dri-
ver, who had a clear view and nothing 
else to attend to. 

The Coroner said he had a duty to 
perform akin to that of a Magistrate 
hearing a charge to be tried by a jury. 
The weight of evidence heard was 
against the Motorman in a serious 
degree, and perhaps in a lesser degree 
against the Guard. He found that 
the three persons died from injuries 
received in the collision, and that 
William Stephenson Milvain and 
James Hargreaves were guilty of man-
slaughter. He committed them for 
trial at the Supreme Court on 15th 
July. 

Bail was allowed in one surety of 
£100 each, which was immediately ar-
ranged for both men. 

(Mr. Richardson, Railway Repre-
sentative upon the Superannuation 
Beard, has kindly agreed to supply 
information from time to time upon 
matters relating to Superannuation.) 

I have been asked to again detail 
the procedure in connection with 
contributors, who, being anable co 
perform their duties, desire to retire 
or. a pension, ti ovgh )t ir. media-
tely. 

(1) Make application through de-
partmental channels to be permitted 
to retire on a pension through "in-
capacity to perform your duties." 
The Department will arrange for 
your examination by the Railway 
Medical Oth e-r. Up to this stage it 
is purely a departmental matter of 
which the Superannuation Board has 
no official knowledge. If the report 
of the Medical Officer be satisfactory 
to the contributor, the Board does 
not at that stage come into the case. 
If the Department decide to retire 
the contributor on this medical ex-
amination the papers are then sent 
on to the Board and a pension is 
granted. Just at present a contro-
versy is taking place as to the 
rights of the Department to reduce 
rather than retire in some cases, es-
pecially in cases of failure in vision, 
hearing and color sense. However, 
this will be satisfactorily settled. 
Just at present, being sub ju lice, 
any comments would be productive 
of more harm than good. The in-
tention of Parliament is clear. 

(2) If the contributor be dissatis-
fied with the departmental examina-
tion he may then apply to the 
Board under Section 77. He makes 
this application through departmen-
tal channels, and should at this 
stage supply his Union and myself 
with full particulars. 	It is advis- 
able to supply his Union with par 
ticulars, because in some cases the 
Board will agree to hear represen-
tatives either in person or with as-
sistance before finalising the case. 
As far as myself is concerned obvi-
ously it assists me to properly form 
a judgment. The Board will then 
arrange for the contributor to be ex-• 
amined by a "legally qualified medical 
practitioner appointed by the Board' 
as a medical officer for the purposes 
of this Act," and "upon this report" 
will decide the case. The Board's de-
cision in these cases is final. If the 
"medical practitioner" reports in 
favor of retirement a pension will 
be granted. 

(3). If this medical practitioners re-
port be against retirement, "and be-
fore a determination is made, the con- 

tributor should have the right to a 
second report from legally qualified 
medical practitioner, mutually agreed 
upon by the contributor and the 
Board." Contributors will readily 
appreciate that if this third examina-
tion be in favor of retirement, the 
pros and cons will require careful 
consideration, and it is at this stage 
where a personal interview might 
produce facts to assist the Board. 

It is, therefore, evident the Act pro-
vides machinery calculated to care-
fully safeguard contributors interests. 
I need not point out the Board has 
not only to safeguard the applicants 
interests, but has also to see that the 
interests of all contributors are equit-
ably considered and the Fund pro-
tected. 

Another matter is the question of 
taking out more units.  .  No matter 
what excuse may be offered, the Board 
has no power to allow contributors. 
who could have taken out more units 
than they did prior to 31st March, 
1926, to do so until their salaries are 
so increased as to bring them into a 
higher salary group. Supposing a 
contributors salary was £309 before 
31st March, 1926, and the contributor 
only took 4 units. He cannot increase 
that election until his salary brings 
him into the next group, that is ex- 
ceeds £312 p.a., and then he can take 
another one or two units as from the 
pay day on which he actually receives 
the increase. 

Shortly an announcement may be 
made with regard to the method of 
allowing Sunday time to be included 
in salary, and this may enable some 
contributors to then do what on ma-
ture consideration they wish they had 
done before last March. 

Several instances have come under 
my notice of contributors off duty, 
without pay, owing to serious sick-
ness and worrying about their con-
tributions. Again I desire to point 
out the Board can suspend contribu-
tions in such cases and allow the back 
amounts to be repaid by fortnightly 
instalments on the resumption of 
duty. The pension is in no way af-
fected; only this, in the event of re-
tirement or death, the outstanding 
contributions would require to paid 
just the same as is done in case of 
Life Assurance by the Department, 

The credit balance of the fund is 
£174,600, invested at 5I per cent. 
Pensions paid to 19/6/26 amount to 
£22,329, of which the Government 
have paid £21,700. 

G. RICHARDSON. 
1/7/26. 
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MANAGERIAL NOTES. 
All communications to be addressed 

to the "Manager," care of Assist-
ant or Divisional Secretary, A.F.U. 
L.E., Tasmanian Government Rail-
ways, Launceston. Correspondents 
must attach their name and ad-
dress, not necessarily for publica-
tion. 

Literary contributions to be in the 
hands of the above not later than 
the first Saturday in each month. 
The Manager shall decline to for-
ward for publication any article 
that in his judgment will prove det-
rimental to the interests of the Fed-
eration. 

their improvement with an  altogether 
Foreign subject, and it can only fur-
ther indicate that Locomotives are 
again sacrificed in efficiency to bols-
ter up the doubtful Motor business. 

(3) Matters of excessive hours and 
rest between shifts were not finalised, 
and further correspondence is includ-
ed herein on such matters. 

(4) Sunday Payments.—The Com-
missioner would not give reply on this 
matter at deputation, but has since 
written same, copy of which is in-
cluded below in this issue. 

(5) Penalty rates on broken shifts. 
—Further representations were also 
made on this matter and correspond-
ence below will indicate the position 
reached to date. In perusal of such 
correspondence it will be noted that 
the Commissioner gives as one reason 
for his refusal to pay Sunday penalty 
(when continued from Saturday) is: 
—"That our present practice agrees 
with that in operation in Victoria," 
but on the other hand he is not to 
date prepared to give the same inter-
pretation of Pen alty payments for 
broken shifts which operate in Vic-
toria, and so in effect Enginemen a re 

 only getting the adverse parts of the 
Victorian system adopted to them by 
the Commissioner. 

(6) The matter of Coalers rates was 
further discussed with the Commis-
sioner, but no definite reply given, ow-
ing to a desire being expressed by the 
Commissioner for opportunity to dis-
cuss the matter with the A.R.U. as 
such subject is associated with their 
Agreement. Further letter (below 
has been since forwarded on the mat-
ter. 

(7) Other matters listed for dis-
cussion were shut out for lack of time 
to properly deal with them, and ix 
respect to such the matters concern-
ed have been since taken up by corres-
pondence. 

MONTHLY NOTES. 
(1) Enginemen's Quarters at Scotts-

dale have now been completed and 
should be ready for occupation prior 
to this issue being circulated. 

(2) Parattah Quarters.—The Com-
missioner has agreed to make altera-
ion at the Parattah quarters to pro-

vide for the sleeping portion being 
eparated from the dining room with 
is attendant noise. The sleeping por-
ion of quarters is being removed to 
he top side of the Parattah yard as 
greed upon by the Union's and De-
artment's Representatives, and re-
uest has been made that during the 
Iteration the respective design of the 
edrooms be altered to the Cubicle 
rinciple which is almost universally  

adopted as the most satisfactory in 
all other States. 

(3) Matters for the Chief Mechani-
cal Engineer.—Owing to the absence 
of the Chief Mechanical Engineer from 
the State several matters have had to 
be temporarily held over or have been 
represented by correspondence. Such 
items include :—The spread of shift 
of the Cleaner at Parattah, Anzac 
Holiday, the operation of the Award 
when mixed functions are performed 
(as for instance for less than two 
hours, the Union submitting that in 
such case the man concerned should 
be paid for such time actually employ-
ed at a higher function, at, at least 
the minimum rate as set out in the 
Award for such class of work and that 
such time should count towards the 
next rate as Acting work).—The visi-
bility of the Burnie Home Signal on 
the Western side.—Applicants for 
Rail Motor positions—Relief for 2 
p.m. goods trains on excessive hours 
on Saturdays—Shortage of rest, 
Parattah—Breaches of Classification 
as affecting Firemen and Cleaners.—
Coaling facilities at Zeehan. 

(4) In respect to the matter of in-
creased rental of Departmental Cot-
tages.—The Government Valuator, Mr. 
McCabe) has been appointed and is 
at present engaged on an inspection 
of the houses throughout the Service. 
Prior to Mr. McCabe commencing his 
inspection (as agreed on with the Gov-
ernment), the views of Locomotive 
Tenants (as expressed by correspond-
ence to the Union) and the Executive 
were placed before the Valuator at an 
interview in Launceston and supple-
mented by a written statement. In re-
spect to the matter, some members 
(it is believed) understand, that an 
arrangement or understanding exists 
as to when the Valuator's determina-
tion will become operative, but such 
is not so. The Executive did make re-
quest in respect to such matter, but no 
definite decision was arrived at and 
the matter will, therefore, now be-
come a subject to be determined. The 
following is briefly the view of the 
Union as represented to the Valuator 
by interview and in Documentary 
form :- 
GENERAL FACTORS FOR CON- 

SIDERATION IN FIXING RENT, 
(1) (a) The number of rooms. 

(b) The size of rooms. 
(c) The facilities attached, 

such as bath room, lavatory 
accommodation, water supply, 
and etc. 

(d) Land (quantity and qual-
ity). 

(2) (a) Convenience of locality for 
reasonable social life of mem-
bers of household. 

(b) Convenience of locality for 
.  purchasing necessaries of 

household. 

a 

d 
e 

a 

TASMANIAN  DIVISION  

During the absence of the Divisional 
Secretary on the Mainland, all com-
munications in respect to the Tas-
manian Section of the "Footplate" 
should be addressed to the Acting 
Divisional Secretary, Mr. H. C. Bar-
nard, 16 Hampden St., Launceston, 
Tasmania. 

Representations to the Commis-
sioner During the Past Month, have 
been made in respect to the following 
matters :- 

(1) Allowance to members who are 
required 'to use partly equipped quar-
ters, that is, quarters that are not 
fully equipped with complete beds. 
The Commissioner assured deputation 
that he would allow 1/- in all cases 
where bedding was not supplied by 
the Department, and in reply to en-
quiry as to when such would operate, 
he (the Commissioner) agreed at de-
putation, for the allowance to start 
immediately., (From a letter since 
received it will be noticed that the 
Commissioner has departed from such 
Agreement by directing for the al-
lowance to commence only from July 
1st, and this matter will be the sub-
ject of further representations to en-
sure that the Agreement is fully and 
fairly adhered to. 

(2) Engine Repairs.—The Commis- 
sioner definitely assured deputation 
"That the engines would be put in 
thorough order by next Christmas, 
even if it meant putting on more Me- 
chanics." By perusal of a further 
letter in this issue it will be noticed 
that the matter is further held up to t 
some extent as additional Mechanics, 
that it is proposed to employ to en- s 
deavour to cope with the work will i 
not be put on until two Car- t 
penters at present building Motor t 
Car bodies are dispensed with, and a 
such seems on a surface glance—That p 
even though the Commissioner recog- q 
nised at the Deputation the bad con- a 
dition in which his Engines were he b 
has now interwoven the matter of p 



(1) 

684 	 June-July, 1926. 	THE FOOTPLATE. Talg 10, 1926. 

(c) Convenience of locality for 
securing medical requirements, 

etc. 
(d) Convenience of locality for 

securing reasonable educa-
tion facilities for dependant 
children. 

(e) Convenience of locality for 
settling dependant children 
after school age. 

(3) Comparison of rentals charged 
for similar places by Outside 
Landlords in the same Locality 
having regard to the fact, 
that the Railway Department 
has no necessity to make pro-
vision for—(a) Bad debts 
from Tenants; (b) Taxes. 

(4) The general condition of repair 
and age of building, and site 
on which it is situated. 

That generally speaking the 
wages of the men should not 
be considered in determining 
the rental. 

(2) That the expressed opinions or 
the Railway Department 
(given in various correspond-
ence) that the wages of the 
men outside Hobart are as-
sociated with the equivalent 
of the Hobart rental figure 
is totally incorrect. 

(3) That the Railway Rentals as 
were fixed in 1922 by a me-
thod of consultation with in-
dependant authorities (Muni-
cipal Councillors) were a 
maximum base, which should 
not have been exceeded, and 
that where such houses that 
were so assessed have deter-
iorated by lack of repairs or 
maintenance below their 1922 
standard, the rent should be 
reduced in a corresponding 
degree below the 1922 stand-
ard. 

(4) That the Railway Department's 
reference to Country and 
Bush Tenants, as to the 
Scottsdale rent, is not fair, 
for, the rental values in a 
large town like Scottsdale, 
which is equipped with rea-
sonable Trading, Educational 
and Medical facilities, etc., is 
not comparable with Bush 
places where Enginemen are 
Tenants and have no such ad-
vantages, but, rather have all 
the added costs of and incon-
veniences of partial or com-
plete isolation. 	Official re- 
ports show that since 1922 
Scottsdale is the only Coun-
try town in Tasmania which 
show large increase in ren-
tal values, and so it is an 
unfair and abnormal case to 
cite to men who are Tenants 
in other Localities. 

(5) It is considered that the in-
creases that were made in 
1925 are very much the same 
in character as those which 
were made on the Victorian 
Railways in 1922 (when the 
Tasmanian Railways Commis-
sioner was then a Commis-
sioner on the Victorian Rail-
ways). Copy of Victorian 
Railways Departmental cor-
respondence as published in 
the "Footplate," (copy of 
which is forwarded on loan 
under separate cover) will 
show that the increase made 
in Victoria in 1922 was ex-

cessive and was subsequently 
investigated by the Staff 
Board of the Victorian Rail-
ways and after review, was 
reduced. 	You will see on 
page 50, of the Journal 
-Footplate," that the exces-
sive rental fixed by the Com-
missioners is set out in 
column under heading "Pre-
sent Weekly Rental," and that 
such was, after investigation, 
reduced to the rates set out 
under column, headed "Pro-
posed Weekly Rates." 

(6) It is thought that perhaps such 
information as is set out there 
(in "Footplate"), may be 
helpful in determining a pro-
per method in rental assess-
ment on the Tasmanian Rail-
ways, particularly as the 
circumstances of the increase 
which were made in Victoria 
and later reduced are so 
similar to what has occurred 
in Tasmania under the ad-
ministration of the Commis-
sioner who was previously 
one of the Commissioners in 
Victoria. 

(7) It does appear to my Union, 
that it may be advisable to 
for instance (as was done in 
Victoria) — "Classify the 
houses into Classes where 
practicable"—and then con-
sider such factors as the mat-
ters of Locality, Land, Out-
side comparisons and General 
Condition of Repairs and etc. 

(8) In conclusion, it is desired I 
should respectfully say, that 
my Union, being fully appre-
ciative of the difficulties as-
sociated with your enquiries, 
very much appreciates the 
courtesy and attention with 
which their Organisation and 
Members views were received 
for consideration, during this 
afternoon, and express the 
hope that this supplementary 
written material to their 
orally expressed opinions will 
be helpful to you in later ar-
riving at a mutually fair de-
cision. 

CORRESPONDENCE VARIOUS 
MATTERS. 

The Commissioner, 
Tasmanian Government Railways. 

Award 134/1924—Coalers. 
Dear Sir,—Further to my Union's 

representations on several occasions 
during the past months—that Coalers 
should be paid rates as arrived at 
from Basic wage in Award 134/1924, 
plus previously existing margins, that 
no Party other than my Executive 
have legal or proper authority to make 
Agreement in respect to these men, 
that in view of the fact that such men 
are required to be paid under the pen-
alty and other provisions of Award 
134 they should not be forced wrongly 
or illegally under any other Agreement 
and so be bound by two decisions. 

As stated by you at recent deputa-
tion—that you proposed to interview 
other Parties (A.R.U.) in respect to 
this matter—my Executive would be 
glad, could they be now advised as to 
your decision, i.e., as to whether it is 
your intention to observe Award 134/ 
1924 in respect to these members of 
their Union, or whether it is proposed 
to continue to insist that the men con-
tinue to be bound by two different de. 
cisions. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 
Yours faithfully, 

DIVISIONAL SECRETARY. 

Sunday Rates. 
Dear Sir,—By direction of my Exe-

cutive I am to respectfully enquire 
can they please be advised as to your 
decision (which you deferred from 
deputation on the 1st of June) in re-
spect to the claim of my Union— 

"That all added rates for Sunday 
duty should stand alone." 

As you will remember, my Execu-
tive respectfully brought to your no-
tice 

(1) "That such interpretation of the 
Award as is being operated was 
inconsistent with the ruling 
given in respect to other penal-
ties where the same wording 
was interpreted.. 

(2) "That time and half was not a 
penalty in relation to Sunday 

work, but was `Ordinary Pay- 
ment' for Sunday duty and 
therefore the time only should 
be counted to the Guarantee," 

and in reply to such you indicated 
your intention to get further informa-
tion and let us have your reply. 

As this matter has now gone on for 
several months, my Executive and 
Members respectfully consider ample 
time has been given to enable you to 
secure all information requisite for a 
proper ruling, and would be glad could 
they be advised as to your decision. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 
Yours faithfully, 

DIVISIONAL SECRETARY. 
The Commissioner, 

Tasmanian Government Railways. 
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The Commissioner, 
Tasmanian Government Railways. 

Penalty Rates—Broken Shifts. 
Dear Sir,—Respecting the discus-

sions at several past deputations on 
the above matter, and at the last de-
putation received on June 1st, where 
it was understood—The matter was 
deferred to enable your Staff Officer 
and the Division Secretary of the 
Union to confer. From such it was 
further understood that the basis and 
object of such discussion would be, an 
endeavour towards the making of an 
Agreement as to what was a proper 
and reasonable working definition of 
the Clause of the Award Variation 
concerned. 

Discussion between your Staff Offi-
cer and Division Secretary took place 
in Hobart on June 5th, and the Divi-
sion Secretary has since reported to 
the Executive of the Union, "That in 
his opinion the discussion was waste 
of time, so far as the objective was 
concerned, for, there did not seem to 
be any intention, much less a desire to 
arrive at any agreement, the discus-
sion, commencing and finishing in sup-
position cases, and what would oper-
ate, were such to occur in other States, 
and the discussion got no further." 

My Executive very much regret the 
delay, particularly as the matter in 
dispute has now been definitely 
covered by a Federal Award, provision 
for approximately nine months, and in 
that period they do not know of one 
case where proper payment has been 
made in the many that have occurred, 
and members of the Union think it 
unreasonable for the matter to be con-
tinued in the future without some very 
definite understanding in respect to 
such shifts, which range daily and re-
gularly over the prescribed maximum 
set down by the Award. 

In view of the delay and protracted 
nature of the negotiations that have 
occurred and the seeming determina-
tion of your Department up to date 
to not observe the provisions of the 
Award in these matters of "long 
spreads" by not issuing instructions 
to your Timekeepers as what is the 
proper credit to be given in such 
cases, my Executive direct I should 
make definite request as follows (As 
provided by Award Variation 7b) 

"For their members concerned in 
broken shifts to be paid at the 
rate of time and a half between 
the 12th and 13th hours from 
first, commencing duty ana 
double time after 13 hours from 
time of first commencing duty, 
provided that in broken shifts 
in suburban working they shall 
be paid at the rate of time and 
half between the 11th and 12th 
hours after 'first commencing 
duty and double time after the 
12th hours from 'first commenc- 
ing duty. Further, that a broken 
shift shall be deemed to be any 
periods of duty, consisting of  

two or more parts (whether on 
duty, working, travelling or 
waiting), where the period be-
tween such respective parts is 
less than the minimum prescrib-
ed period for rest, as provides 
in clause 8 of the Award." 

Thanking you in anticipation, 
Yours faithfully, 

DIVISIONAL SECRETARY. 

The Commissioner, 
Tasmanian Government Railways. 

Privileges to Casual and Temporary 
Employees. 

Dear Sir,—Some time past an Em-
ployee, who had been retrenched and 
again re-instated when additional 
staff was placed (Cleaner Brakey, of 
Launceston), subsequent to his re-in-
statement, applied for a privilege 
ticket to enable him to journey to his 
home during his long shift off, and, 
despite the fact, during his previous 
term of service he had enjoyed simi-
lar staff privileges, his application 
was on this occasion refused. lvly Exe-
cutive considered that such was quite 
wrong and made application to the 
Chief Engineer at a deputation for his 
Officers to be directed to issue pass or 
privilege to which the employee was 
entitled upon application in the fu-
ture. Subsequent to discussion the 
C.M. Engineer advised he would se-
cure ruling in respect to the matter. 
At a later discussion, it was suggest-
ed that we bring the matter before 
you at a deputation for your ruling, 
and this, it was intended to do, but 
on the last occasion, time did not per-
mit such being done, hence this re-
quest for your necessary directions 
to be issued to enable Brakey, or simi-
lar members, to secure privileges they 
are entitled to on reasonable applica-
tion. The matter of refusal is diffi-
cult to understand, as it is known to 
my Executive that other Employees 
similarly situated have been granted 
privileges. 

When the Agreement was made in 
respect to privileges and passes, it 
was reasonable to suppose that such 
agreement arrived at would cover all 
employees, and there has been no in-
dication to my Executive ,either before 
or since, except in Brakey, a case that 
such would not be so. 

Prior to the amended Agreement 
respecting such matter, Casual and 
Temporary Employees were enabled 
as per Reg. 219, to secure quarterly 
pass the same as other Employees, 
but the Agreement if not fully applied 
to Temporary and Casual men will 
leave the position that such men will 
be still due under Reg. 219 to secure 
twice as many passes as Permanent 
men, and such we do not think is your 
desire, rather do we understand it was 
your intention to place all employees 
on à common basis, and that the 
amended number of passes and privi-
leges agreed on would cover all Em- 

ployees provided they had at least six 
 months service computed as prescrib-

ed by Regulations No. 3, Clauses 29 
and 30. 

For your directions to be issued for 
privileges to be issued on application 
as is understood by my Executive 
should be done, they would be grate-
ful. 

Yours faithfully, 
DIVISIONAL SECRETARY. 

Commissioners Office, 
Hobart, 

14th June, 1926. 
Divisional Secretary, 

A.F.U.L.E., Launceston. 
Dear Sir,—Referring to the Depu-

tation of your representatives which 
whited upon me at Launceston on 
Tuesday, 1st instant, I have to advise 
you as follows :- 

(1) Engines Repairs.—I have taken 
this matter up with the Chief Me-
chanical Engineer and have given in-
structions that as soon as two carpen-
ters, who were engaged in connection 
with the building of the motor car bo-
dies can be dispensed with, which will 
be at an early date, two additional 
fitters will be appointed in order to 
enable the engines repairs to be ex-
pediated. I have looked into the mat-
ter of the shortage of fire b ricks for 
brick arches, and have taken such 
steps as shall, I hope, prevent a re-
currence of the trouble. 

(2) Sleeping Accommodation at out-
stations.—As advised you at the time 
I am prepared to allow 1/- per night 
expenses in all cases where only par-
tially equipped quarters are provided. 
This will take effect from the begin-
ning of the new financial year, com-
mencing on July 1st. For this pur-
pose all the present quarters are to 
be regarded as partially equipped. I 
have not yet received the report of the 
Engineer in regard to the removal of 
the Parattah quarters to another site, 
but this matter will be given attention 
at an early date. 

(3) Excessive Hours.—As already 
advised you, the whole of the time 
tables are under consideration at the 
present time, and it is hoped that some 
of the runs upon which long hours are 
incurred can -be amended. In other cases 
such as that of the Derwent Valley, 
passenger train from Hobart and the 
Western Line Goods Train, it is very 
difficult to see how an alteration can 
be made at anything like a reasonable 
cost. 

(4) Hours Between Shifts.—Every 
effort is made to allow sufficient time 
between shifts, and it is considered 
that it is only in exceptional cases 
that the Regulation time is not given. 
Any cases brought forward will be in-
vestigated. 

(5) Sunday Payments.—I am not 
able to agree to your request that the 
Penalty Rate incurred on Sunday 
morning trains which commence on 
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Saturday night should be computed 
separately, more especially as since 
the date of my meeting you I have re-
ceived another claim from your Cen-
tral Organisation for increased wages 
and improved conditions, which will, 
I presume, shortly go before the Arbi-
tration Court. I, therefore, think it 
will be preferrable for this matter to 
be settled by the Court, more parti-
cularly as our present practice agrees 
with that in operation in Victoria. 

(6) Coalers Rates.—After meeting 
you at Launceston, I saw Mr. Ste-
phens, the Secretary of the A.R.U., 
and discussed the question of CoalerS 
and to which Organisation they are to 
belong. Mr. Stephens is referring the 

QUESTION BOX. 
I-low can a test be made for leak-

age at the main steam pipes in 
smoke box? 

Answer.—Put the brakes on and 
reversing lever in mid-gear. Open 
smoke box door, and have Regulator 
full open.. Any leakage at the steam 
pipes may then be seen. In the case 
of a superheater engine this will 
test the superheater elements at the 
same time. 

How may blast pipe joints ne test-
ed for leakage? 

Atswer.—Open smoke box door 
and watch them while engine is 
steaming along slowly with brakes 
on. 

What is the proper level at which 
water should be carried in locomo 
tive boilers? 

Answer.—Half a glass on level 
track or the equivalent of half a 
glass when on grades. Before start-
ing from a terminal station it is 
desirable that there should be about 
three-quarters glass, in order to 
allow for dropping to half a glass by 
the time the fire is in good condition. 

Water carried any higher titan 
this causes a tendency to prime. 
Priming wastes fuel and water, 
takes the lubrication off the valves 
and pistons, and carries sediment 
from the boiler on to the valves 2nd 
pistons, with the result that they 
l,ecome badly scored. 

In the case of superheater engines. 
this scoring *ray occur even when 
there is not sufficient priming to 
cause a spray at the funnel. Any 
small quantity of water carried over 
into the superheater will be evapor-
ated and the impurities it contained 
will be left 'behind in the form of a 
dust to be blown down on to the pis-
ton valves and score the rings. 

There is also the possibility of an 
air brake failure in the event of the 
pump stopping due to water enter-
ing it if priming occurs.  

matter to his head office in Melbourne 
and will advise me upon receipt of a 
reply to his letter. 

(7) Rail Motor Men.—As stated at 
the time, I agree to trousers being 
supplied as part of the uniform of the 
Motor Car Drivers. 

(8) Spread of Shift Penalties.—A 
note has been taken of the case men-
tioned at the deputation, and also 
those you subsequently supplied, and 
I will advise you as soon as I have 
received information from the various 
States as to what is the practise there 
in regard to such payments. 

(Sgd.) 	C. MISCAMBLE, 
Commissioner. 

Sir,—I wish to thank the Union, 
particularly Mr. C. Wake, for the 
able assistance rendered me in my 
recent appeal case. With best wishes. 

L. JEFFS, Driver. 
Maryborough, 26/6/26. 

Sir,—I desire to thank the Union 
for the assistance given me in my 
recent appeal case. I especially ap-
preciate the services rendered by 
Mr. Meyers in conducting my case. 
Wishing the Union every success in 
the future. 

D. H. SLEETH, Driver. 
North Melbourne, 1/7/26. 

Sir,—Just a few lines to thank 
the Officers of the Union for their 
efforts on my behalf, in obtaining 
for me accident pay from half to fuli 
pay, for which I am very grateful. 
I have found the Officers of the 
Union always very attentive, cour-
teous, and that good feeling of com-
radeship always present. Again 
thanking one and all.—Yours frater-
nally, A. L. MURRELL, 

Loco. C:ane Driver, 
Car and Waggon Shops, 20/6/26. 

To the Executive and Acting General 
Secretary. 

Sirs; I wish to convey my sin-
cere thanks to the Executive through 
the columns of "The Footplate" for 
the able manner that they conducted 
my case. And I fully realise that 
without the aid of our worthy Ex-
ecutive that I would not have been 
paid in full. 

I desire to express my sincere gra-
titude to Mr. C. Collins :  our Acting 
General Secretary for the satisfac-
tory way lie assisted me personally. 
This I consider is one of the minor 
instances which goes to show that 
we would often slip badly were it 
not for our Union. 

Wishing the Executive every pos-
sible success in the future. 

J. J. McKERLIE, Driver. 
Bendigo, 2/7/26. 

Australian Federated Union 
of Locomotive Enginemen. 

Victorian Division. 

General Officers and Executive Mem- 
bers for Year 1926. 

President—Mr. C. Wake. 
Vice-President—Mr. F. Myers. 
Actg. General Secretary—Mr. W. C. 

H. Collins. 
Treasurer—Mr. R. Matheson. 	- 

Executive Members : 
North Melbourne.—Mr. A. S. Drake-

ford, Mr. R. J. Collins, Mr. J. 
Lester, Mr. W. Lewis, Mr. W. Bis-
hop, Mr. T. Brooking, Mr. C. McDon-
ald, Mr. W. Wake, Mr. W. P. Black, 
Mr. W. Cranston, Mr. S. Samson. 

Jolimont. — Mr. T. Smith, Mr. J. 
Crough, Mr. B. Deveney and Mr. E. 
Hickey. 

Names and Addresses of Branch 
Secretaries for the Year 1926. 

Mr. A ROMER, Albert Street. Ararat. 
Mr. A. RANDS, 199 Humffray Street 

North, Ballarat (East). 
Mr. W.  H. SHEARD, Spring Gully 

Road, Bendigo. 
Mr. H. NICHOLLS, Cunningham St., ' 

Benalla. 
Mr. W. LEWIS, 36 Sandown Road, 

Flemington (Central). 
Mr. C. KETTLE, Oriental Coffee 

Palace, Colac. 
Mr. B. SADLIER, Upper High Street, 

Dimboola. 
Mr. Al WARREN, Campbell Street, 

Donald. 
Mr. A. CHISHOLM, 4 Melbourne 

Road, Geelong (West). 
Mr. R. PLUMRIDGE, Ballarat Road, 

Hamilton. 
Mr. J. CROUGH, 27 Epsom Road, 

Kensington (Jolimont). 
Mr. J. D. McCRACKEN, Station 

Street, Korumburra. 
Mr. H. PRAETZ, Tuaggra Street, 

Maryborough. 
Mr. A. E. DANS, Campbell Street, 

Stawell. 
Mr. C. CRONIN, Anzac Avenue. Sey-

mour. 
Mr. J. W. SCANLON, Grey Street, 

Traralgon. 
Mr. W. STIBBS, Hunter Street, Won-

thaggi. 
Mr. E. PLOWMAN, Mason Street, 

Warragul. 
Mr. G. LYNCH, Havelock Street, We-

dongs. 

THANKS. 
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CAULFIELD COLLISION. 
Coroner Commits Motorman and Guard for Trial_ 

The  Coroner, Mr. D. Berriman, 
P.M., held an inquiry at the City 
Morgue on Tuesday, Wednesdey, and 
Thursday, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th June, 
into the circumstances of the colli-
sion which resulted in the deaths of 
three persons and injuries to 153 per-
sons. 

Those killed were:- 
BEAMES, GEORGE D.L ., aged 17 

years, of Carrum (son of Guard 
Beames), 

DOBNEY, WILLIAM, aged 21 years, 
of Chelsea, 

UPTON, 'ARTHUR J. B., aged  21 
years, of Edithvale. 

The 6.2 p.m. electric train from 
Flinders Street to Oakleigh, in 
charge of Motorman Milvain, crash-
ed into the rear of the 5.57 p.m. 
electric train from Flinders Street 
to. Carrum, at No. 4 platform (No. G 
road), Caulfield, about 6.19 p.m. on 
May 26. 

Dr. A. D. Ellis appeared to assist 
the Coroner. 

Mr. Ian Macfarlan, instructed b', 
Mr. Normand, of the Crown Solici-
tor's Office, represented the Rail-
ways Commissioners.. 

Mr. A. Foster appeared for James 
Hargreaves (guard of the Oakleigh 
train) . 

Mr. W. Slater, M.L.A., appeared 
for George R. Wright (signalman A 
box, Caulfield); Mr. E. J . Corr ap-
peared for William S. Milvain (mot-
orman); Messrs. C. Collins, (Acting 
Gereral Secretary) and J. Crough 
(Executive Member) were in atten-
dance to advise Mr. Corr. 

The Court was crowded through-
out the inquiry, and keen interest 

taken in the proceedings, especi-
ally by the enginemen who were in 
attendance. 

Much of the evidence given was of 
a highly technical form regarding 
the position and condition of the sig-
nals and track-locking apps 'a`us: 
upon tl?e night of the accident, all 
witnesses for the Department being 
certain that same was in perfect 
working order. 

employed about two years as block 
recorder. Saw Signalman Wright 
put lever No. 74 (home signal No. 6 
road) hack in frame after arrival of 
Carrum train. Did not look at back 
lights of signals after arrival of 
Carrum train. Saw six back lights 
on post No. 1 after Oakleigh train 
passed home signal. Saw Motor-
man apply brakes about 60 yards 
from signal box; Signalman Wright 
waved a red light from window of box 
Three rear lights of Carrum train 
burning; destination indicator illumi-
nated also. No rain or mist since he 
came on duty at 3 p.m. 

To Mr.Corr: Could pull lever No. 
74 without obtaining control from B 
box if leger not put back in last 
notch, but signal would not come off 
if train in section. Had known sig-
nals on post No. 1 to refuse to pull 
off, but in failures stick always re-
mains at danger. 

J. Z. MULLENS, Block and Signal 
Inspector, said he had about 39 
years' service, of which 38i years 
was on signal work; arrived Caul-
field about 6.50 p.m. on night of ac-
cident; visited signal box and found 
everything in order; after track was 
cleared (about 11 p.m.) conducted 
tests of signals and track-locking to 
No. 6 road; tests showed signal ap-
paratus in perfect working order. 

Automatic signals sometimes fail, 
but in all failures they fall to danger 
and remain in that position. In 39 
years' service he had never known of 
track-locked signal to fail. If B box 
gave release for home signal A box 
could not lower signal even if lever 
No. 74 were pulled while train was 
at platform. 

Altogether 30 :witnesse s  were ex-
amined. 

After evidence regarding the iden-
tification of the killed had been given 
by relatives, the first witness for the 
Department was called . 

J. J. MONTGOMERY, Engineer, 
Way and Works Branch, Victorian 
Railways, produced plans of the track 
at Caulfield Station' (scale: 1 inch-
100 feet), and plan showing the 
relative positions  of the Carrum and 
Oakleigh trains immediately after 

the collision (scale: 1 inch-20 feet)• 
Assumed point of impact 24 feet 

from up end of platform. 
625 feet from signal D319 (auto-

matic signal preceding home signal). 
To signal post No. 1 (home signal) 
785 feet from home signal to up end 
of signal box. 70 feet from signal box 
to up end platform. 

A. L. REID, Assistant Photo-
grapher, Victorian Railways, pro-
duced photographs of damaged cars 
of both trains, as taken by himself, 
Jolimont Workshops' Yard, on 29th 
May, 1926. 
J. P. KEIRNAN, Relieving Station-

master said he was on duty at Caul-
field on night of May 26th; was on 
No. 2 platform when crash occurred; 
looked at signal post No. 1, and saw 
six white lights, which were tell-tale 
lights, and indicated that all signals 
were at danger; this would be 20 or 
30 seconds after the crash; no rain 
was falling and no mist. 

G. RODGERS, Train Running Offi-
cer, Transportation Branch, said he 
was standing on No. 2 platform a& 
time of collision, which occurred al-
most opposite  to where he was stand-
ing; looked at watch, and time was 
6.191 p.m.; looked at signals about 
3 seconds after crash and saw six 
tell-tale lights on No. 1 post and six 
on No. 2 post; did not look at sig-
nals before crash. Arranged for 
:ambulance, doctors, and notified 
hospitals, then visited "A" signal box 
found lever controlling home signal 
to No. 6 road in position in frame 
and sleeved; this would be about 
eight minutes after crash. 

No mist, rain or fog; weather 
quiet clear. 

To Mr. Corr: Platform was wet; 
had rained earlier in evening. Either 
the Carrum or Oakleigh train could 
have put home signal to danger. 

To the Coroner: Positive saw six 
hack lights on No. 1 post; section 
between home signal and platform is 
track-locked and no matter what 
signalman in A box did he could not 
pull off home signal with train in 
section. 

F.  W. KAISER, Ambulance Officer, 
Victorian Railways, gave evidence 
as to assistance rendered by first-aid 
men, 25 of whom were in attendance. 

H. TUDOR and I. G. CHISHOLM, 
passengers in first car of Oakleigh 
train, gave evidence as to speed of 
train approaching station. etc, but 
under cross-examination admitted it 
was only guessing. 

J. W. LOFTUS, Block  Recorder, A 
box, Caulfield, stated he had been 

To Mr. Foster: Question of Gov-
ernment policy and money that trips 
are not provided all signals. Impos-
sible for home signal to stick at 
proceed position after Carrum train 
passed. 

To Mr Corr: No trip on home sig-
nal to protect driver although 
track-locking and control from B box 
to protect signalman. 319D return-
ed to warning after showing clear 
normal on May 29 owing to steel tape 
being put across rails and affecting 
the circuit.; this showed system was 
working correctly. Drivers have more 
protection on "through" lines than 
on "local" lines, as normal position 
of automatic preceding home on 
through lines is at stop, but on local 
lines normal position automatic pre-
ceding home is at warning. 

Adjourned until 10 a.m. on 23rd, 
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June 23rd. 
J. W. SATCHWELL, Motorman, 

said he had 25 years service, 12 
years as driver an l three years 
as motorman, he ran the 3.48 
p.m. electric train, Flinders Street 
to Frankston and return on 26/ 
5/2G; arrvived Flinders Street 5. 
58 p.m., and this train was taken 
out by Motorman Milvain at 6.2 
p.m. fer Oakleigh; th•'re was no 
defect in train; brake worked 
r• -Nasonably well; had there been any 
defects, would have been his duty 
to report same; motorman must keep 
good look out for signals and obey 
same; had never seen home signal 
off while train was at platform. No 
danger running trains on "local" 
''nes if motorman keeps a reasonable 
look out. 

D. KERR, Signalman, Spencer St. 
No. 1 box, said he relieved Signal-
man Wright at A box, Caulfield, at 
8.20 p.m. on 26/5/26. Worked lev-
ers for tests at 11 p.m. Tests show-
ed. everything in perfect order. Seal 
on lever 74 was not broken. Had 
never known case f signal )perating 
with train in section; lever could be 
pulled but signal would not come off. 

A. H. J. F. HEATH, Shunter, Mel-
bourne Yard, said he was on island 
platform, Caulfield at time of colli-
sion; brakes applied about 120 ft. 
on up side of signal box; train trav-
elling about five miles per hour at 
time of collision; did not look at any 
signal; no rain, but not certain of 
mist. • 

A. SCANWELL, Printer, "Argos" 
Office, said he was on No. 3 platform 
waiting for train to Melbourne; saw 
actual collision; did not notice posi-
tion of any signals; train appeared 
to skid when brakes applied; in an-
other six yards train would have 
stopped; platform was wet but not 
raining at time. 

H. W. MUMMERY, Motorman, 
said he had 25 years service, 12 years 
as driver and three years as motor-
man; ran the 5.57 p.rr. clown Car-
rum train on 26/5/26; signals all 
clear to Caulfield; did not see signals 
return to danger; approached Oat-
form about 20 miles per hour, and 
brought train to rest with one au-
plication of brake; brake applied by 
making about 151b. reduction.. Block-
, at Caulfield, as departure home 
signal was at danger; this sig-
nal was off about 3 seconds before 
'ollision took place; had brake re-
leased, and was watching for start- 

signal from guard. Coll' 
broke train pipe at rear and applied 
b' lanes. Good view of signals an-
nroachinz Caulfield. and no confu-
ion with other lights; must keen 

mood watch for signals and obey same 
Slight shower of rain about Arma-
c,ale; glass slightly spotted; no screen 
wipers provided. Never known fail- . ail- 

ure ure of track-locked si gnal. Arrange- 
ments at Caulfield safe, if motorman 
keeps good look out. 

To Mr. Corr: No trip on home sig-
nal and no tr:p in operation on 319D, 
as same is at warning when home 
is at clanger. Accident could not hap-
pen if same system on local lines as 
is on through lines, as when home 
is at danger 319F is also at danger. 

To the Coroner: Pulled up in 
length of train with 151b. reduction, 
with ' emergency application would 
pull up in half the length of train. 

H. P. STUBBS, Suburban Electric 
Guard, said he had 15 years service,. 
5 years acting guard and six years 
suburban guard; was guard of 5.57 
p.m. Carrum train on 26/5/26; had 
clear run to Cu. lheld; was looking 
out for si'na's all the o av; Caul-
i•eld home signal was off  for his 
train; after leading cars of train bail 
passed signal he saw it go back to 
clanger. Tail 'ights burning brightly 
at Flinders Street; • also examined 
tail lights at Caulfield. Blocked 
Caulfield, waiting signal; only had 
two suit cases and lady with two 
children in van. No confusion of 
lights or signals at Caulfield; signals 
always worked perfectly. 

To Mr. Fester: Got into guarl'e 
seat leaving end of Malvern plat-
form; shower of rain between Flind-
ers Street and Caulfield, but not 
enough to interfere with vision 
through the glass; has noticed glass 
fogged on inside; canopy of other 
cars do not obscure view at all. Never 
blocked on thic train; had run same 
for eight years. Actually saw sig-
nal return to djanger; also looked 
back after passing signal and saw 
tell-tale light showing. 

To Mr. Macfarlane: Had never 
known failure of signals; no diffi-
culty in keeping good look out for 
signals even with van goods, parcels 
and waybills to attend to. 

To Mr. Corr: Always looks ahead 
after leaving platform; Lever yet 
missed keeping good look out after 
leaving platform looks for signals, 
and even if signals are off, keeps 
eyes glued on them; always sees 
that signals go to danger after 
train passes; could see signal arm as 
well as lights; could see three sig-
nals in advance were showing green 
leaving Malvern, yet kept watching 
them all the time; never relies on 
driver for signals; never yet made 
a mistake. Lady in van thanked 
him for helping` her in with her lug -
gage, told him she had been for a 
holiday;; only answered the lady, 
but never stopped looking at the sig-
nals. 

J. B. WILLIAMS, first-class Re-
lieving Signalman. said he had 40 
years service with Department; he 
relieved Signalman Angwni in B box 
Caulfield, at 7.15 p.m. on 26/5 -'6; 
was present when tests were made 
about 11 p.m.; all tests were effec- 

tilve. During 40 years' experience 
bad never known signals to fail. 

J. ANGW1N, Signalman, B box, 
Caulfield, said he had 38 years' ser-
vice, 36 as signalman, had been 14 
years in B box at Caulfield. On the 
night of collision put control lever 
back in frame after arrivai of Car-
rum train; this locks home signal 
lever in A box; did not again give 
control to A box after pulling off 
signal for Carrum train to depart 
phoned "A" box to know why Carrum 
train was still at platform and was 
told of collision. "A" box could not 
operate home signal even by break-
ing seal in box while Carrum train 
was at platform. Had known sig-
nals to fail, but all failures prevent-
ed signals being pulled off. Signals 
tested every day and worked . per-
fectly on day cf collision. 

W. FORREST, Maintenance Engi-
neer, Signals Branch, said he had 21 
years' service, 16 years as mainte-
ranee engirter; was present at 
tests at Caulfield about 11 p.m. on 
9.6/5/26; tests showed signals and 
appliance perfect; made detailed 
inspection next day of circuits, etc., 
and all in order. Any defect in Auto. 
319D or home signals would cause 
signal to go to danger and remain 
at danger. 

To Mr. Foster: Impossible to pull 
off home while train at platform; 
current in controller box operates 
home signal; current cut off by Car- 
rum train; current could not come 
into box by any other process what-
ever. 

To Mr. Corr. When s's•ral fail 
they must remain at stop; never 
heard of signal not going back to 
danger with direct current system, 
as at Caulfield; heard of Buick rail 
car going through North Melbou rne 
and not putting signals to danger, 
but this was with alternating current 
system; no mechanical apparatus 
was infallible. 

F. J. WHITING, Electrical Fitter, 
Caulfield, said he end seven years' 
experience as electrical fitter; was in 
cabin on No. 1 platform at time of 
collision; went straight to A box; 
was in A box less than a minute 
after crash; lever 74 was in frame; 
seal was not broken; all tell-tale 
lights were showing for local and 
through lines; proceeded i;o home 
signal and made examination al out 
6.24 p.m.; signal in order and no 
sign of any interference. Cannot im-
agine any comb:n.ation of circum-
stances that ,vo ild cause hone sig-
nal to be off while &rain was at plat-
form, except wilful interference by a 
skilled person wrLi necessary- ap-
pliances. Not possii le for hum" sig-
nal to stick at proceed with type of 
reverser in use at Caulfield. 

R. BEAUMONT Foreman Artisan. 
Flinders Street, said he had 14 years' 
experience with signal work; at 7.20 
p.m. on 26/5/26 he made an exami 
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(Note.—Members are advised to 
refer to Rule Book and to read Reg-
ulations, etc., mentioned as a re-
fresher on these important Regula-
tions will be of advantage.—Ed.) 

Train Regist-r Book 'shows sig-
nals tested and in order at 3.25 p.m. 

If arm of home signal did not re-
verse after passage  of  train then 319 
D would remain at stop position even . 

after train had passed overlap. 
Guard should keep good look out, 

and if train is passing signal at dan-
ger guard should stop train. 

To Mr. Foster: Travelled in van 
on night of tests  and  noticed win-
dow became fogged on inside; visi-
bility of signals only momentarily 
interfered with by structures; can- Bo 
may of cars does not interfere with se 
visibility; guard must keep look out of 
for signals, as this is most import- m 
ant; could cut out suburban guards if tail 
' ,It wanted to keep look out: not nos- riv 
sible for guard to mistake yellow sign 

nation of levers, instruments, points, 
leads, lock-bars, seals, etc., and found 
everything in perfect order. No 
sign of any tampering; was present 
at tests about 11 p.m. and tests 
showed everything absolutely cor-
rect. 

J. F. SAYERS, Electrical Fitter, 
Caulfield„ said he had 91 years' ex- 
perience as electrical fitter; had been 
4 

 
years at Caulfield; signal appli- 

ances were 'cleaned about once in 
every three weeks. 319D examined 
11/5/26; home examined 5/5/26; 
every part opened right out and in t 
good condition; again examined and f 
in good condition after collision; no 
evidence of any tampering. Never 
known failures except through blow 
in track box, when signais are put 
to danger, and cannot be pulled off. 
if signal wire jammed it would not 
keep signal at proceed after train 
had passed it, but signal would go to 
danger. 

T. EDWARDS, Acting Safe Work-
ing Officer, said he had 39 years' 
service, 30 years as signalman, 4 
years block and signal inspector, and 
5 years (assistant and  acting safe 
working officer; his duties necessitat-
ed a special knowledge of signals and 
safe working. He produced book of 
rules and regulations, general appen-
dix to the book of rules and regu-
lations, instruction book on Westing-
house brake as applied to electric 
trains and quoted the following rules 
and instructions which particularly 
applied to the working of trains con-
cerned in collision. 
To be observed by signalman: Reg-

ulations 70, 78, 81, 248. 
To be observed by guard: Regula-

tions 191, 193, 199. Rule 22. Gen-
eral Appendix, page 304, Cl. 1, 
sub-cl. (c) 

To be observed by driver: Regula-
tions 56, 59. 60, 167, 168, 170, 171, 
Rule 12, General Appendix, page 
421, Cl. 7, 8. 

1 
t 

June 24th.  
SENIOR DETECTIVE J. N.  

BRUCE gave evidence that he t 
saw Motorman Milvain at the 
Railway Offices, Spencer Street, s 

 on 9/6/26; a statement was made s 
by Milvain, and after same had f 
been read over and slight alter- n 

 ations made, it was signed by Mil- vain.  The statement was then read, a 
the main features being that on 26/ w  
5/26 Motorman Milvain was in f 
charge of the 6.2 p.m. train Flinders 
Street to Oakleigh; owing to rain 
he stood up about Armadale to get 
clearer view from under bonnet, as 
glass was wet approaching Caul- 
field signals 319D and home signal 
for 'No. 6 road were both showing 
green; after passing home signal 
some distance saw red light, which 
appeared to be tail light of van 
standing in No. 5 road; became 
suspicious as approached red light, 
and when about 40 yards from up 
end of signal box realised train was 
in No. 6 road, so immediately applied 
brakes with emergency force; struck 
Carrum train at about four miles 
per hour. 

Detective 'Bruce also gave evidence 
as to obtaining ' statement from 
Guard Hargreaves, the main feat- 
ures being that Hargreaves was 
guard of 6.2 p.m. train Flinders St. 
to Oakleigh on 26/5/26; approaching 
Caulfield took hurried glance at sig- 
nals through canopy window, and 
took both 319D and home signais to 
he showing green. Then attended to by 
parcels, and knew no more until col- he 
lision took place. 	 he 

ha 
J.DEDMAN, Police Sergeant. South wa 

Australia, at present stationed in Mel- 
bourne, gave evidence that he was ma 
present with Detective B ruce when No 
statements were made by Motorman see 
W. Milvan and Guard J. Hargreaves, da 

 and the statements as read by Detec- th t 
tive Bruce were true and correct. 	so 

G. R. WRIGHT, Signalman, "A' 
x Caulfield, stated he had 25 years 
rvice with the Department, 16 years 
which he had served as a signal- 

an, being 13 years at Caulfield. Saw 
lights of Carrum train after ar- 

al at platform. Saw tell-tale of home 
al after Carrum train had passed 

light for green light at hurried 
glance; no excuse for guard only 
taking hurried glance at signals. 

To Mr. Corr- If possible mechani- 
cal check should be provided on em- 
ployees; mechanical check provided 
in signal box owing to multitude of 
duties perfiormed, progressing to- 
wards provision of 'trips on all sig- 
nals, provision of trips not question 
of money, never be able to eliminate 
human element and possible failure 
of human element; system perfectly 
safe if signals observed; impossible 
o have signal off with train at plat- 
orm. 

Mr. Corr then read statement made 
Signalman Wright to Detective 

uce, wherein he stated that when 
first saw the Oakleigh train it was 

if way passed the home signal which 
s then at danger. 
Further to Mr. Corr : Statement 
de to Detective Bruce was correct. 
w admits that he did not actually 

Oakleigh train pass signal at 
nger. Had told lies in witness box 

day, but had no intention of doing 
. Would still say that his statement 

to Detective B ruce was absolutely cor-
rect. The signal could have been put 
to danger by Oakleigh train, 

To Mr. Slater': Had no doubt as 
to tell-tale of home signal indicating 
that signal was at danger. Always 
keeps hand lamp alight and ready for, 
use as required by Regulations, 

home signal which indicated home sig- 
nal had returned to danger. Put lever 
74 back in frame as soon as Carrum 
train had arrived at platform. Had 
no control of departure of Carrum 
train, as departure home signal was 
worked from `B" Box, Received in- 
dication of approach of Oakleigh train 
by the annunciator in box. This in- 
dication is received soon after train 
leaves Malvern. Saw Oakleigh train 
approach home signal and at this time 
tell-tale lights were all visible. Saw 
Oakleigh train pass home signal at 
langer.  Ran to end window with red 
ight and waved same to attract atten- 
ion of Motorman. Was actually look- 
ng at Oakleigh train at the moment 
hat it passed signal at danger and 
ell-tale was actually showing at mo- 
nent of Oakliegh train passing home 
ignal at danger. Tested signals 
hortly after 3 p.m. and all signals 
ere in order. 319D cannot be tested 

rom box. Only way to test this sig.- 
al is to watch its working from box, 

vhich he did. Had no knowledge of 
ny defects in signals. All signals 
orked perfectly. Had never heard 

rom Signalman on otl :r shifts of de- 
fects to any of these F 'gnals. Not pos- 
sible to pull off home signal with train 
at platform. Tries to pull off home 
signal daily with train at platform as 
this is part of test required for sig 
nals. Had a good view of tell-tale 
lights from signal  box and could see 
tell-tales and approach of Oakleigh 
train at the same time. Did not wear 
glasses on duty, vision was up to 
standard required for Signalman. Was 
relieved from duty at own request 
about 9 p.m. 

To Mr. Foster : Looks at home sig- 
nal every time a train passes, to see 
if it returns to danger. Only signal 
failure known of is when lever is pull- 
ed from box and slips, which prevents 
signal being pulled off, 

To Mr. Corr : Actually saw Oak- 
leigh train approach signal. Actually 
saw Oakleigh train pass signal and at 
this moment tell-tale lights were show- 
ing. Never made any different state- 
ment previously. 
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S. P. JONES, Assistant Chief En-
I;in?er of Signals and Telegraphs, 
stated that he had twenty-eight years' 
service with the Department, and 
seventeen years' experience with sig-
nal working. He gave a detailed and 
technical explanation of the systems 
of signalling, both three position and 
two position. Three position signals 
were in operation from Flinders Street 
to home signal Caulfield. Three posi-
tion signals were worked by power, 
Lut the power system had not yet been 
installed at Caulfield. Three position 
signals as far as Caulfield home sig-
nal were brought into operation dur-
ing 1921. The current was obtained 
from Newport Power House and not 
from the overhead wires. It was im-
possible for the home signal to be at 
proceed position whilst a train is 
standing at Caulfield platform. Skill-
ed electrical tampering with the ne-
cessary apparatus could affect signals, 
but no sign of any such tampering 
had been disclosed at Caulfield. 

To Mr. Foster : The electrical re-
verser attached to the home signal 
prevents same from working unless 
the section is clear. Must have suit-
able current upon the proper wires. 
Had never heard of current being sup-
plied to the signal wires from outside 
source such as in the Tramway Sys-
tem. Although the Tramways used 
direct current, it was necessary to 
have both direct current and alter-
nating current supplied to different 
wires before the home signal could be 
operated. Has never heard of track 
locked signals being irregularly oper-
ated. 

To. Mr. McFarlane: Had visited Unit-
ed States of America as a signal ex-
pert from the Victorian Railways. Was 
in U.S.A. about eight months and had 
studied signalling systems throughout 
the world. It was necessary to keep 
in touch with the latest signalling 
systems throughout the world. The 
signals used to control the entrance 
of trains into No. 6 Road at Caulfield 
were perfectly safe. Statistics com-
piled in America show that signal 
failures are very rare, a false "clear" 
indication being shown once in 1L mil-
lion movements, and upwards to 5 
million movements. 

To Mr. Corr : ; If trips were provid-
ed at all signals it would be an added 
safeguard. Signal failures where 
"Clear" signals has been wrongly 
shown have been due to mechanical 
failures and the causes ascertained. 

A. R. STAMP, Supt. of Loco. Run-
ning, stated he had twenty-nine years' 
service with the Department, eighteen 
years of which had been connected 
with the running of trains. It was his 
duty to supervise the running of all 
trains, both steam and electric. He 
gave particulars of the "make-up" of 
the Carrum and Caulfield trains, also 
detailed explanation of damage done 
to cars of both trains. He produced 
results of tests conducted by the De- 

partment relating to speed of train 
between Malvern and Caulfield run in 
accordance with statement of Motor-
man Milvain, also run in accordance 
with the instructions issued by the 
Department. Brake tests of Oakleigh 
train conducted in workshop yard, 
Jolimont, and brake tests conducted 
with Oakleigh train, weighted with 
brake blocks to represent weight of 
passengers. These tests were con-
ducted between Malvern and Caul-
field; also visibility tests of signals, 
lights of Carrum train, etc., which 
were conducted on a special train be-
tween Malvern and Caulfield. 

Motorman Milvain was examined 
for vision, hearing and color sense on 
24-4-25, and was in Class 5. which is 
the highest class for Motormen. He 
would be due for examination on 

 24-4-27. Motorman Milvain had 37 
years service, 12 years as driver and 
4 years as Motorman. 

To Mr. Foster : No tests were con-
ducted as to visibility of signals or 
rear lights of train standing at plat-
form from guard's van. No request 
was made by representatives of the 
Guard for such tests to be conducted. 

To Mr. Corr : Upon the night when 
the Departmental visibility tests were 
conducted it was a clear night. Upon 
the night of the accident there was 
misty rain which would effect the 
glass, but there would be no great 
difficulty for motorman to pick out 
signals. It would take a longer time 
for the motorman to realise there was 
a train in No. 6 road when travelling 
at 25 miles per hour, than it would 
for those who were conducting the 
tests, as they were expecting to find 
a train in No. 6 road. The condition 
of the rail upon the night of the ac-
cident would have a slight effect upon 
the brake as there would be a ten-
dency to skid with an emergency ap-
plication. 

He had seen 319F showing "clear" 
signal when home signal on No. 2 
post was at danger. The matter had 
been reported and the cause of the ir-
regular working ascertained. 

Motorman Milvain had an abso-
lutely clean record. He had never 
known anything against him. Did not 
consider there was a greater strain 
upon Motormen than upon Locomotive 
Enginedrivers. Thought that one or 

 two Motormen had the "wind up" 
over their jobs. 

To the Coroner : Motorman Mil-
vain was represented at all Depart-
mental tests. 

Mr. Collins, Acting Secretary of the 
Enginemen's Union, was present at all 
tests, whilst Mr. Crough and other 
representatives were present at some 
of the tests. 

T. EDWARDS, Acting Safe Work-
ing Officer, recalled by the Coroner, 
stated that Guard Hargreaves was ex-
amined for vision, hearing and color 
sense on 29-3-23. He would be due 
for r0-examination 29-3-27, as Guards  

were examined every four years. 
Guard Hargreaves was in Class 5. 
Signalman Wright was examined in 
vision, hearing and color sense on 
24-6-24, and was in Class 5. He would 
be due for re-examination on 24-6-26, 
as signalmen were examined every 
two years. 

G. RODGERS, Train Running Offi- 
cer, Transportation Branch, recalled 
by Mr. Foster, said Guard Hargreaves 
had an excellent record. He had only 
two fines recorded against him for 
minor matters. He was most careful 
in entering records of signals, as was 
disclosed by book kept by Guard Har-
greaves. Had no knowledge of com-
plaints being made by representatives 
of the Guard concerning overhead 
structures between Malvern and Caul-
field interfering with view of Guard. 

Doctor Ellis stated that this con-
cluded the examination of witnesses, 
with the exception of Motorman Mil-
vain and Guard Hargreaves. 

The Coroner called Motorman Mil-
vain and Guard Hargreaves and in-
formed them that there was no ne-
cessity for them to give evidence if 
they preferred not to do so. 

Both replied that, acting upon the 
advice of counsel, they would not 
make statements at this stage. 

Mr. Corr, addressing the Coroner, 
said he knew it was not the practice 
to permit counsel to address the 
Court, but he just desired to make re-
ference to one or two matters in con-
nection with the case. In the first 
place, the cause of death was clear, as 
there was no doubt death was caused 
by the collision of two trains, but it 
was not clear as to whether Motorman 

ilvain disobeyed the indications dis-
played by signals 319D and the home 
signal. The statement of Motorman 
Milvain as to the aspects shown by 
both signals was substantiated by 
Guard Hargreaves. Then against the 
statement of these two reliable men 
was the evidence of the machine which 
experts say would not permit a green 
'signal to be displayed at the home 
signal. If this stood alone, he would 
ask that it should not be regarded as 
infallible and taken against the direct 
evidence of two me n . with extremely 
good records. He admitted the ma-
chine was partly supported by Guard 
Stubbs, who said he saw the signal go 
back to danger, after the Carrum train 
passed it, but as Guard Stubbs had 
stated in the box, that he had , per-
formed every item of duty, and had 
never made a mistake, he asked the 
Coroner to dismiss from his mind the 
evidence given by Guard Stubbs, and 
to assume that Guard Stubbs did not 
see the signal return to danger at all. 

(Concluded on page 682.) 
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