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Cleanliness 	Comfort 	Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures  

Our Programs may be  
equalled but  

Cannot be Beaten  

UNITED WE STAND  
DIVIDED WE FALL  
UNIONISTS, you know what the above 

 means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 

 and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are he?ping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 

 got, help them to keep it. 
Never in the history of Australia has 

the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to the boys and your  
families to  

Support The Loco.  
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3it ant.pltttr. 
They are slaves who will not dare 

All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

*** ******** ***** ******* 

MANAGERIAL NOTES. 

"The 
	Footplate" is published 

monthly. 

All Branch Secretaries and Execu-
tive Officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name, and address to 
then. We do the rest. 

Phone, Central 10235. 

Literary.—To ensure publication, 
contributions must be in not later 
than the 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one sida 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that "The 
Footplate" is sent to their private ad-
dress, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, and 
forward same also to their Branch 
Secretary. 

JOIN THE 

Loco Self-Denial 
Fund. 

NO ENTRANCE FEE. 

CONTRIBUTIONS, U. per Week 

BENEFITS .. .. £1 per Week 

DEATH LEVY, is. per Member 
Over 800 Members have joined this 

Fund. 

Get a Rule Book on Joining. 

DO IT NOW AND HELP YOURSELF 

S. SAMSON., Secretary. 
136 Roes Street, Port Melbourne. 

ARARAT. — The usual monthly 
meeting held in Drivers' Room on 
Sunday, 13th; opened at 10.30, with 
the Chairman presiding over a fair 
attendance of members. The minutes 
of previous meeting having been con-
sumed, the News Letter was read and 
fully discussed, also the Agenda 
Paper for conference. A few items 
were listed for deputation to the 
Foreman, and the meeting closed at 
12.45.—C. C. GAZZARD. 

BALLARAT.—As the result of a 
request from the Branch, Mr. Drake-
'sford (Federal Secretary) addressed 
a special meeting, which was held on 
Sunday, September 6th, in the Class 
Room, Mr. C. Morris presiding over 
a large attendance of members. The 
room was well filled, and it must 
have been gratifying to our Federal 
Secretary to see that his visit had 
been so eagerly looked forward to. 
In the course of his address he touch-
ed on preparation of the case for the 
Arbitration Court by Mr. Cunningham 
and himself. Members were astonish-
ed at the amount of work performed 
by these officers, and seeing the com-
plete maner in which the graphs and 

'  evidence were compiled ;  it is no won-
der that we reaped such advantages 
on our initial appearance before the 
Court. Graphs were also produced to 
illustrate the difference in cost of liv-
ing in America and Sydney. The 
wages earned by some engineers in 
America was an eye-opener, and it 
showed that we are a long way be-
hind them. hut, as we have started 
c,n our march of progress. it is to he 
honed that our members will give the 
Officers greater help than they have 
in the Past, in order to bring us in 
line with our comrades in U.S.A. The 
obstacles that h'd to be surmount - ed. 
such as organising the men in New 
South Wales. before our case could 
be presented to the Court sneak vol-
umes for the Federal Secretary, and it 
is felt here that ro abler man could 
have been selected to Perform this 
task. At the ronclusion, questions 
were invited. The Sunerannuatior 
scheme and Arbitration Award were 
fully explained and ail member s 
made clear on clauses of bo*h. At the 
conclusion of the address Mr Baden-
hone moved a vote of thanks to the 
meager for his able address. to which 
Mr. D•alreford suitably resnnnded . 

It was felt  by ai l present that we 
see too little of Mr. Druu-efnrd. and 
we are honing that he will have the 
onnortunity of raving us another viii* 
hefore long. The three and a half 
hears on Sunday seemed too short. 
The meeting closed at 6 n-m.. all feel -

wn p they were rewarded for their 
ttendance. 
The us,7al monthly meeting was held 

in the (lass Peont. Ballarat. on S„n-
day. 19th September. at 2 20 p.m.. Mr. 
C. Morris in the chair, there being P 
fair attendance of members. It an-
nears that there are tables for oil al- 

lowance operating, and inquiries are 
to be made as to why more oil is 
allowed for the trip in Melbourne than 
i allowed for same trip in Ballarat. 
Another cause for complaint was an 
order posted by Depot Foreman, noti-
fying Enginemen that they must put 
engines away un to ten hours, as long 
as they do not incur the 2/3 trip allow-
ance. Men working night shift can-
not get their weekly stores, and this 
complaint was forwarded to the Ex-
ecutive. A social committee was 
formed for the purpose of arranging 
a function to say farewell to some 
of our members who have retired 
from the service. Meeting closed at 
5.30 p.m. —Ci. MORRIS. 

BENDIGO.—The usual meeting of 
the Bendigo Branch was held in the 
Drivers' Room on Sunday, 13/9/25. 
Comrade Carlyon in the chair and at-
tendance was good, considering the 
number on holidays and rest jobs. 
The News Letter and corresponden .e 
as usual received close attention, and 
the report of the final award of the 
' rbitration Court was well received 

by members. One thing certain, we are 
gradually making sure progress, and 
members considered that a great mea-
sure of success was due to the untir-
ing efforts of Messrs. Drakeford and 
Cunningham, who handled the case 
with a skill that deserves the high-
est credit. In handling the Agenda 
Paper this Branch decided to unani-
mously support the motion for leave 
of absence for three months to Messrs. 
Drakeford and Cunningham, and ex-
pressed the view that even that was 
little enough in return for the splen-
did fight they put up on our behalf. 
Some criticism was bestowed upon the 
Department relating to the position 
of Rail Motor Drivers. It was al-
ways generally understood here that 
these positions were to be practically 
reserved for Loco. men, or that they 
would be given preference for the 
positions if capable, and applied for by 
them. In spite of this we con-
stantly see men who have been only a 
few weeks in the se rvice placed in he 
position of R.M. Drivers over the 
heads of men who have had years of 
service. and who have applied for the 
position. We do not mean to cast 
any reflection on the men concerned. 
who are, no doubt, in every way 
thoroughly capable men, but we do 
say that men with years of experience 
in the Department, and who have also 
had years of experience with motors, 
and who we know are first class cap 
able men in that capacity, should not 
he passed over, without first being 
given a chance to show their ability 
in that class of work. However, we 
are giving the Executive a chance to 
bring this matter under notice at 
Feadouarters, and we have no doubt 
that this matter will be cleared up 
and the men given a chance to obtain 
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promotion that they deserve. We re 
gret to say the pruning knife is being 
introduced here with the cleaners, as 
this last few weeks a number of them 
have been booked on short time, while 
necessary work is neglected. At di 
ferent times there has only been one 
cleaner on a shift, and as we generally 
have more than one engine in the shed 
that requires cleaning in time to take 
up running, the natural result is that 
the Driver's and Firemen's wives have 
to do the cleaning on washing days. 
After a very slack period of a couple 
of months traffic is beginning to 
brighten up a little, particularly so ut 
week ends, but still there will have to 
be a big improvement before all hands 
are fully employed in their respective 
positions.—S. B. BROGAN. 

Also that the e fforts of those trying 
to fix the retiring age of enginemen 
at 60 meet with success. Amusement 
was -caused when one member de-
sired to know that as the "Refresh" 
Room Supervisor was an alien, and an 
industrial agitator, could he be 
brought before the Deportation Board. 
The meeting terminated at 11.30 to 
enable the Engine Working and West-
inghouse Brake Class to get an eart:,7 
start. These classes have been a great 
success, and have been well attended. 
Mr. Cornall is a very able instructor 
and many thanks are due to the V. 
R.I. for the useful charts and dia-
grams supplied to us.—R. S. PLUM-
RIDGE. 

Committee gave a splendid address, 
for which he received great applause. 
He outlined the activities of the Com-
mittee since it was formed, and he 
traced all that had been done in de-
tail, and also satisfactorily answered 
all questions and criticism in connec-
tion with the matter. Several resolu-
tions were carried, and which have 
been published in the Daily Press. A 
motion of confidence in the Joint 
Superannuation Committee was car-
ried unanimously. Several speakers 
spoke in favor of Superannuation, and 
there was only one member in opposi-
tion. The September meeting of the 
Branch was held on Sunday, 13th, and 
an apology was sent from Chairman 
H. J. Higgs, stating that he had ac-
cepted a temporary relieving job at 
Benalla, and would not be in attend-
ance. Comrade C. Wake, Vice-Pres. 
of Victorian Division, was unani-
mously elected to fill the position, 

hich he did capably. The Agenda 
items for Annual Conference were 
discussed and directions given to dele-
,,ates. Correspondence was read 
from Executive dealing with the 
Award of Court on reserved items and 
interpretations. The business con-
ducted was mostly routine and several 
local complaints will be attended to. 
An effort is to be made to assist a 
former member of Central Branch 
who was a great worker, but at pre-
sent is seriously ill. A Social will be 
held later to present retiring members 
with certificates.—W. LEWS. 

MARYBOROGGH.—Meeting of the 
Maryborough Branch, held in Workers 
Hall, Sunday, 13th September. Com-
rade J. Willis presided over a good 
attendence. A fair amount of corres-
pondence was put through, each item 
being discussed in its turn. The News 
Letter was read, and those present 
were delighted with the stand taken 
by His Honor Mr. Justice Powers, in 
delivering his award on various items. 
No one can deny the fact that for 
years past we as Enginemen have 
been deprived of our just rights, and 
although matters are now slightly 
improved, we are looking forward to 
further improvements in the near fut-
ure. A fair amount of general busi-
ness was put through. A few items 
with plenty of punch were put and 
carried by the members. The En-
ginemen of this depot have had an ad-
ditional punishment for their human 
frames to hear. In the past there has 
been a 4.40 a.m. Donald goods run-
ning, changing over at St. Arnaud, 
which gave the Maryborough crew a 
slight chance of having a bit of food. 
bat someone has improved it by mak-
ing it 3 alp. This means signing on 
at 1.30 a.m., a double-header to Cope 
Cope, 65 miles, and have the pleasure 
of seeing the No. 4 up mixed waiting 
with a solid 351 tons and another 65 
wiles home again. Speaking fron_ 
practical experience it is slavery for 
a fireman, and a great strain on a 
Driver's nerves. Three of t;zese a; e 
done in a week by one crew.. We 
shall ch .L'enge any officer to say that 
whilst on duty 9 hours, there is a 
nnssible chance of the engine c`cw 
having one minute to eat their crib. 
Plainly speaking, it is trying to draw 
the last pound of energy from the 
human frame. A dangerous system 
has taken place here of sending the 
4.10 o.m. mixed train up the bank and 
setting it back into the dead-end, just 
to give the 6 p.m. up goods the pre-
ference of the platform road. Our 
book of instructions says that we are 
to stop five yards or so clear of the 
dead-end; but when you set back it 
is impossible to know whether the van 
is six yards or six inches. (Another 
Safety First move). A bitter com-
plaint was made, and a resolution 

CENTRAL.—The August meeting 
was held nn Snnplay, 9th August ; 

-irman H. J. Higgs presiding ov"= 
a fair attendance. Complaints were 
made of the unfair treatment metn3 
out to Drivers by outside Foremen, 
and will be dealt with by Executive. 
A number of long hour cases were 
cited and although the evil has been 
minimised to a great extent, indivi-
dual cases are still rife and we in-
tend to continue the agitation against 
overtime until it has been eliminated. 
A detailed report of items dealt with 
at local conference was given by the 
Secretary, and satisfaction was ex-
pressed at the result, and also the fact 
that Mr. Deasev was present at the 
Conference. The items on Agenda 
Paper for Annual Conference affect-
ing Rules were discussed and direc-
tions given to delegates. The routine 
of Rosters has been altered and  the 

 change from Day, Afternoon, Night 
to Day. Night, Afternoon appears to 
he giving general satisfaction. The 
Cleaners and available Firemen a re 

 now agitating to have their routine 
of Rosters altered so that the routine 
will be uniform. The Roster Com-
mittee will see if a Roster can he 
drawn up to allow this to be done. 
A welcome was extended to Comrade 
H. Gron, of Ballarat Branch, who was 
present. Several complaints that 
could not be adjusted locally were 
brought under notice of Executive, 

by the way, are having a part-- 
,olarIv busy time at present. A mo-
tion protesting against the institution 
of more Sunday work was carried. 
Protests were lodged against the re-
institution of Woodend "Rest" jobs, 
and we understand that our agitation 
against this obnoxious job has borne 
fruit and it has been knocked out. A 
snecial meeting was held on Sunday, 
23rd August; Chairman H. J. Higgs 
presiding over a large attendance of 
members. The meeting was to dis-
cuss the latest developments in con-
nection with Superannuation. Com-
rade W. C. Collins, Acting Gen. Sec., 
and Hon. Sec. of Joint Superannuation 

HAMILTON.—The usual monthly 
meeting of the Hamilton sub-branch 
was held in the Drivers Room on Sun-
day. 13th Sept., at 10.30 a.m. Three 
members only were absent ,two of 
whom were on annual leave. After 
the minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and confirmed, the News 
Letter was read and commented on. 
The political position outlined therein 
was keenly discussed. We are a long 
way from the seat of Government, but 
we are greatly interested in their 
doings (or undoings). The Executive 
may rest assured that the monthly 
News Letter is well read and fully 
appreciated. As we have two rail 
motormen at our branch, the recent 
addition to the award was received 
with interest. We are pleased to say 
that the electric light has at last been 
installed over the skeleton pit, turn-
table, and in the shed. For many 
months we have had to wash out and 
perform other night antics under most 
dangerous conditions, owing to the 
lack of adequate lighting. Many a 
time we would have cheerfully ex-
changed a truck load of "safety first" 
slogans for one electric light. Con-
siderable discussion was caused over 
the size and texture of the new sponge 
cloths. Hopes were expressed that 
the Superannuation Bill will reach a 
successful and speedy conclusion. 



562 September-October, 1925. THE FOOTPLATE. October 20, 1925. 

put and carried, protesting against 
rail Motor Drivers coming into and 
departing from big centres and not 
knowing the fixed signals which con-
trol their movements. For Safety 
First reasons the least these Drivers 
could do is to carry out their instruc-
tions and apply for a pilotman. A 
few items were listed for the next 
deputation, which finished the gene-
ral business. It is with deep regret 
that I have to report since our 
last Branch meeting a fatal accident 
took place in the Maryborough yard, 
which took from our midst two of the 
finest workmates we had, Witty Oliver 
and George Ruby. This sad loss has 
cast a dark shadow over the 
mates they have left, and who 
were so fond of them. It will 
be some time before that silver lining 
makes its annearace from behind the 
cloud. The dispositions of our late 
comrades whilst with us were of the 
best, and if those who are left behind 
would follow on the same lines it 
would be Heaven on Earth. This 
Branch extends to the widows and 
children of our departed mates its 
true and heartfelt sympathy, and 
trusts that they will be given the 
strength to carry the burden placed 
upon them, and that every comfort 
and prosperity will follow their foot-
steps.—F. N. PALMER. 

JOLIMONT.—The Jolimont Branch 
held its ordinary meeting in the Loco. 
Hall on Sunday, 13th September, Mr. 
Gault in the chair The attendance was 
not up to expectations, and I would 
like to remind members that the 
business conducted at the meeting is 
their business. and they should be in 
attendance. There was a good deal 
of business under discussion and keen 

interest was taken in superannuation; 
also the prospect of electric train Dri-
vers getting before the Arbitration 
Court, as members are getting very 
anxious. The Federal Secretary (Mr. 
A. S. Drakeford) attended the meet-
ing, and in reply to a query as to the 
cause of the delay. he informed the 
meeting that Mr. Blackburn was not 
suite ready to put the case before the 
Jt dge, as there was a good deal of 
detail to he got ready. Members ex-
pressed the hope that Mr. Blackburn 
would be ready in the course of a 
few days. 

The Auditors' Report was read on 
the A. Returns,. which was very satis-
factory. The Auditors congratulated 
the Branch Secretaries on the result 
of the half-year's contributions. 

General business brought forth a 
good many items. The new seat that 
we have been se long waiting for was 
brought under notice, with a view to 
having a slight alteration The Sec-
retary reported that he had already 
st.eaested an alteration, and request-
ed the meeting to wait for a few (lays 
as  he was aeting another seat from 
Newport. This was agreed to. The 
quesetion of a testimonial to C. Price 
and J. J. O'Connor, who have retired  

from the service. was discussed, and 
it was deckled to give both member s 
a  testimonial.  The Secretary was 
instructed to attend to this matte/. 
Notice of motion re testimonials was 
.noveci by A. Taylor. 

Mr. Gault brought under the notice 
of the meeting the illness of Comrade 
R. McDonald, and regret was express-
ed by members at hearing that such 
a useful member is ill„ and expressed 
the Hope that he would soon be re-
stored to good health. 

The Destination Disc on the Box 
Hill line was discussed, and a reso-
lution carried to endeavour to have 
the disc placed on the 1. h. buffer. 
The air apparatus for cleaning the 
rain off the windows of motors ' -as 
also discused, and a direction given 
to the Executive to endeavor to have 
it fitted to all motors. This is very 
important, and if t he Department 
would only see eye to eye with the 
Motormen on this question the air 
window cleaner would have been 
fitted to the windows long ago. 
'I/he Department up to the 
present do not appear to real-
ise the importance of the Driver 
having a good view of the road ahead. 

The need for a foot-warmer in the 
Motor cabs was also under discussion 
and a resolution carried to endeavor 
to have the hot air pipe as suggested 
fitted to one train for a trial, as it 
has been brought under notice that 
some Drivers were not able to stand 
the cold that they had to endure on 
the electric trains, and it is on rec-
ord that some of the men had lost 
time on account of the cold. The 
agenda paper was discussed, and di-
rections given to delegates. — J. 
CROUGH. 

STATE MINE.—The monthly meet-
of the Branch was held in the Drivers' 
Room on Sunday, Sept. 13th, before 
a good attendance. The previous 
minutes were read and confirmed. 
Correspondence and News letter were 
read and listened to with interest. The 
amendments to the Federal Award 
came up for a fair lot of comment, the 
guarantee of 96 hours each fortnight 
being the outstanding feature. This 

•  1 1 be a benefit to our members, as 
booking off when the mines are not 
working is becoming too common and 
often our members have been 2 or 3 
days' short in one period. The Agenda 
Paper for Annual Conference was 
read, Some comment was passed on 
the suggestion of placing "C" class 
tenders on "A2" engines, this our 
meeting decided would be a failure, 
as the dust on hot days is positively 
annoying, and with these tenders there 
is nowhere to keep clothes clean or 
carry engine kits. Our Social com-
mittee gave their report, and report-
ed good progress, so something in an 
evening's entertainment is expected 
shortly. Our Depot Foreman appears 
to be annoyed at some eriginemen, 
who open the slides at the wood  

stack; so are  the enginemen annoyed 
at his not giving us our weekly sponge 
cloths, poor shed lights, slack un-
screened coal, etc., etc. The quarterly 
financial position of the branch proved 
to be over 100 per cent. A new mem-
ber was elected. One important ite n 
for the Depot Foreman was Fitters 
and their mates moving engines 
around the shed when a Hostler or 
Cleaners are in the shed. This is an 
old grievance, and will possibly be re-
medied after some serious accident 
has occurred. Meeting closed at 1 
p.m.—G. TWEDDLE. 

SEYMOUR.—The usual monthly 
meeting of the Seymour Branch was 
held in the Federal Hall Lodge Room 
on Sunday, Sept. 13th, at 2.30 p.m.; 
Mr. A. Lonsdale presiding. The at-
tendance was not quite as large as 
usual, due to the fact that there were 
four crews away on Rest Jobs, he 
sides many on holidays. Enginemen 
at this Depot are complaining of hav-
ing to work long hours on Mondays 
and Tuesdays without relief, to cope 
with the heavy stock traffic. Yet we 
have a Fireman who has passed his 
examination for Junior Driver, who 
could be utilised to relieve men on 
these particular days. Enginemen 
here are pleased with the final award 
of Mr. Justice Powers, especially with 
the clause relating to the guaranteed 
fortnight. The men employed here 
Lighting UP and Washing Out en-
gines have not yet received overalls 
and proper boots, and a move is on 
foot to secure these necessary articles 
for the men concerned. The quality 
of sponge cloths supplied at this De-
pot is very poor and an  effort is to 
be made to have a certain standard 
sponge cloths supplied to all engine-
men. The Agenda Paper for Annual 
Conference was discussed at some 
length, and the delegates represent-
ing this Branch issued with instruc-
tions on many of the motions contain-
ed on the paper.—B. FLANAGAN. 

STAWELL.—Our usual monthly 
meeting was held in V.R.I. Rooms 
on 13/9/25, under the Presidenc y 
of H. Riley, and it was very 
gratifying to the Officers of the 
Branch to see the increasing 
number of members present. Busi-
ness of a general nature was gone into 
and members had their guns well 
charged with matters to try and im-
prove our conditions. It is pleasing 
to note members turning  '  up to try 
and make the job better. The Varia-
tion of the Award was listened to at-
tentively and gave much satisfac-
tion, the guaranteed fortnight being 
the biggest factor of all. Every con-
fidence being placed in men at head 
of affairs who are obtaining our 
rights. The Superannuation Scheme 
came up for a lot of discussion, but 
will be of little benefit unless Engine. 

L 
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men can retire at 60 years of age. 
We received word from the member 
for our district that he will support 
this necessary amendment. Things 
are very quiet in this depot, holidays  
being worked off to make things look 
a little brighter. Members remember, 
keep the average attendance up like  
this month, as the Officers of the 
Branch appreciate it. Roll up in big-
ger numbers the second Sunday in 
each month.—A. E. DANS. 

TRARALGON.—The ordinary mon-
thly meeting was held in Drivers' 
Room on Sunday, Sept. 13, and I ran 
very pleased to again report a good  
muster. It is very pleasing to the 
Branch officials to see the members 
taking an active interest in the doings 
of the Branch. One particular item 
brought forward by one of the mem-
bers caused a good deal of discussion  
and a little heat at times, but I am 
pleased to report that the matter re-
ferred to was satisfactorily adjusted. 
The big budget of correspondence wa.. 
read and a great deal of interest was  
taken in the News Letter referring to 
Arbitration matters. Disappointment 
was expressed by the members about 
the passenger running, as we made  
sure that the judge would class all 
mixed trains as passenger trains, anal 
that the 1/- per day increase would  
be retrospective to the 1st April. Al-
though we have gained a little here 
and there our conditions of work are 
still far from what they should be. 
And it is -up to us all to put our 
shoulder to the wheel to assist our 
union in the fight and let each mem-
ber make it a personal matter, if he 
has a case that he thinks will be of 
use, let him hand it into the brancit 
to be forwarded on. We have a re-
lieving foreman here at present. H,e 
has posted a notice informing firemen 
that they must assist cleaners in turn-
ing tables, and another notice inform-
ing us that no more train notices will 
be posted, that the man running the  
spécial is to sign for circular. As we 
consider that both these matters are 
contrary to Regulation, we have sent 
copies to Executive to interview  
C.M.E. regarding same. There is too 
much of this whittling away condi-
;ons that have been fought for by  

the union. This particular individual 
is evidently trying to make a name 
for himself at the expense of the men. 
I am pleased to report that all men 
at Moe are now working the roster 
round. We were fighting for two 
years to get this matter fixed up. 
Wishing the Labor Party success a'; 
the coming elections.—A LEWIS. 

WARRAGUL—The usual monthly 
meeting was held in the Waiting 
Room on Sunday, September 6. A fair 
attendance; Mr, Bennett in the chair. 
The correspondence wan read. Mem-
bers were pleased to hear we were to 
be paid 96 hours a fortnight. We trust  

that the Executive will be successful 
in getting the retiring age sixty fnr 
Enginemen in the Superai;Dation Bill. 
Grievances were few, as we have a 
Driver-in-Charge that is only too will-
ing to remedy complaints, and work 
in with the men. A burning ques-
tion here with the cleaners is a bi-
cycle for calling up. finis ha:, been 
taken up with the  Department, 'out  
refused. We asked cleaners to give  
us the numbers .>f Bails and the ti;re 
taken, and we will forward same on 
to Executive. Meeting closed at 5.30 
p.m.- 

WARRAGUL.--On Tuesday even-
ing, Rth September, Mr. Carter and  
Mr. Clarke addressed the men in the  
Waiting Room. Mr. Carter was ask-
ed to take the chair. Mr. Carter,  
addressing the men, said he was sur-
prised to see such a large attend-
dance, as it was only made known in  
the morning that there would be a  
round table talk. He said he was  
only too pleased for the men to ap-
proach him at any time with their  
grievances. He had been an Engine-
man and knew the conditions the men 

 v ere working under; as long as they  
told the true facts of the case they  
would find him a fair man. We are  
fortunate in having a practical man  
at the head of our district, and one  
who does not think he is above the  
workers. It is up to the members  
in this district to bring their griev-
ances under the notice of the D.R.  
S.S., and not to be giving informa-
tion to a man that has never been  
an Engineman, and has never done  
anything for the men. Mr. Carter  

also gave some of his experiences as  

a driver on the express, which were  
very interestir . g. Mr. Clarke gave a  
lecture, touching on engine working,  
brake. and breakdowns, which was  
very instructive to all present. We  
could have listened to a good deal  
more, but as some of the men had to  

be up early, we had to ring off; but 
we hone to have the two gentlemen  

with us on another occasion. The  
meeting closed with a hearty vote of  

thanks, proposed by Mr. F. Dwyer, sec- 
onded by Mr. Duffy.—F. H. DWYER.  

W ODONGA.—The ordinary meet-
ing of the Wodonga Branch of the  
A.F.U.L.E. was held in the Guards' 
Room at 2.30 p.m., Mr. A. J. Moore 
presiding over a fair attendance. It 
is very nice to see the members tak-
ing such a keen interest in these  
Branch meetings and lea>'ning the 
doings of the organisation. The 
minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and confirmed. The News 
Letter was then called for; also the 
items for the agenda paper. These 
were. read and discussed This Branch 
then informed our Delegate on the 
items to support, and also furnished 
him with a few items for General 
Business. We, are all waiting for the 
numbers to go up with the result 
that we retire . at 60 years, as we 
consider that if we have to go on 
the footplate until we are 65 years  

—well, there are only a few in every 
100 that will be able to enjoy the  
benefits of superannuation. It is 
beyond all reason to ask a man to do 
the work at 64 and pass doctors for 
eye and ears and color, sense, as  
well as a man at 25 and 30 years. 
There being no further business, the 
Chairman thanked the members for 
their attendance and attention, and  
declared the meeting closed.—G. W. 
LYNCH. 

"DAVE" BLACK—(Continued). 
1923 he held the position of Presi-
dent of the A.L.P., the Progress As-
sociation, and the Rifle Club at 
Myrtleford, which is his home town 
in the electorate of Indi. 

At the present time he is a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of 
the A.N.A., and is its representative  
on the National Roads Association, 
besides being President of the Vic-
torian Branch of the State School  
Teachers' Union. In all these im-
portant positions he has done splen-
did work. 
He is an excellent debater and pub-

lic speaker, having won his way into 
the last half dozen in the 1920 
A.N.A. debating tournament. 

A perusal of this record of acti-
vity for a man still well under 40 
years of age, shows that Comraue 
Black has given public service air.! 
has gained experience in a way that 
few aspirants for Parliamentary 
honors of that, or indeed any, age  
can claim. 

His varied experience of both town 
and country, and participation in 
many organised efforts for the pub-
lic welfare, should make him a cap-
able representative of the workers  
and an aid to the farmer and coun-
try business people, who are now 
being exploited by "big business 
farmers" in the capitals. 

Members in the Indi electorate are 
asked to give their practical aid to  
Comrade Black in winning the seat 
for Labor by joining his committees 
and working vigorously for his re-
turn. It is one of the dozen Nation-
alist seats that should fall to Labor's 
assault in this great battle; but the 
only effective answer to the money 
power, and daily  `  press publicity, 
which props up the Nationalist and 
allegedly "Country" party combina-
tion in this battle, is personal ser-
vice by those who are being at-
tacked. They are the real producers  
and workers, whether on their own 
farm, in their own business, or on 
the wage sheet of a private or Gov-
ernment employer. 

Vote and work for Black for Indi; 
Hannan Holloway Blakey, and 
Keane, for the Senate, and thus also  
pave the way not only for a Com-
monwealth Labor Government, but 
a Labor Government in every State  
in Australia, for the first time in 
any English-speaking country.  
A. S. Drakeford, Tattersall 's Build-

ings, Swanston Street, Melbou rne. 

r^L 
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One of the new candidates carry-
ing Labor's banner in the 1925 poli-
tical fight is Mr. David Black, who 
is contesting Indi seat against the 
sitting member, Mr. R. Cook, M.H.R. 

Notwithstanding that Mr Cook, 
held the seat in the recently dis-
solved Parliament, after winning it 
in 1919, there is very good reason 
to believe that it can be won and 
held for Labor, and Comrade Dave 
Black is the man who can do it. 

The Indi constituency has proved 
fickle in the selection of its Parlia-
mentary representatives, and its 
vote has usually swung between the 
progressive Labor forces and those 
of reactionary Anti-Labor. 

Now is the time to take advant.ge 
of the swing of the political pend i 

lum, and elect a man who can ar:: ,t 
its swing and hold the seat for 
Labor. 

The way to win is to carry the 
fight into the camp of our antagon-
ists, and Mr. Black—who is young 
and active—is the virile type of can-
didate who can ;  and will do this by 
expounding Labor's programme and 
policy from many places in a huge 
constituency, which ranges from 
Ringwood to the Murray, and from 
Benalla to Corryong. 

The fight is to easy one, and 
ever Laborite is expected to lend a 
hand. 

The Bruce-Page combination, 
which is attempting to maintain an 
alliance between the real farmers of 
Australia and the imnorting frater-
nity to those who cultivate the art 
of exploitation in Collins Street anti 
Filnders Lane—those who spend most 
of  their energies in exploiting the Aus-
, a:iau people through the médium 
of goods imported from countries 
where the workers are sweated. 

That can only be done while the 
farmers are kept from seeing the 
true state of affairs by the smoke-
screen of Brucees bogies, and the 
wind raised by the plutocratic press 
to blow the smoke well over the elec-
to-2s, whether farmers or other 
workers. 

What is our part in the fight? 
It is to carry Labor's message and 
the Labor platform into the homes 
of the people, so that they can know 
what Labor really stands for, and 
compare it with what Bruce and the 
paid press stands for. 

If this comparison can be made, 
then Labor has no need to fear. It  

can rely upon the judgment of the 
people in any battle in which its pol-
icy is clearly put before the masses 
for judgment. Our members and the 
workers generally must use their 
energies and intelligence for the pur-
pose of driving Labor's message 
home. 

This can be done in spite of the 
daily press misrepresentation, which 
seeks to maintain privilege in power 

and to prevent a Labor Gt,. _ 	.nc 
being established which will do its 
best to remove privilege and en-
throne the people. 

Labor literature can be spread by 
the enthusiastic hands of the army 
of voluntary workers which come to 
its aid in . times of political crisis, 
,and the people must be made to 
realise that the present is a crisis 
of the first magnitude. But how? 

Enrol your name in the list of 
willing workers. If you are not a 
speaker,  you can spread the litera-
ture which explains Labor's posi-
tion. You can make yourself familiar 
with the platform of Labor. You 
can assist in bringing to the meet-
ings people who need to be informed 
by the Labor candidate and those 
who are helping in the fight. By 
these means you can help to dis-
perse the smoke screen and enable  

the policies, for which the contest-
ing parties stand, to be exposed 
equally to pub lic view. 

Mr. Black will put before the elec-
tors of Indi what Labor stands for, 
nut Labor supporters must, by per-
sonal assistance, enable this to be 
done. 

Compulsory voting will bring to 
the poll thousands of people who 
will need to be informed, and since 
the powerful press, which functions 
in the interests of the privileged and 
well-to-do classes, is out to mis-
lead, and thus produce a political 
verdict that will maintain its nomi-
nees in power, we must use our best 
efforts  to put before them the other 
side of the picture. 

We should know our own qualifi-
cations for that task and use them 
to the full, and we should endeavor 
to ascertain the qualifications of the 
candidates. 

What qualifications has Mr. Black ? 
He has been actively associated 

with the Labor movement from the 
days of nos early manhood. 

In 1902 and 1903 he drove Ton 
Mann through a laxge portion of 
the Western District, and had the 
advantage of "listening in" to the 
stirring and eloquent addresses et 
that great advocate of working-class 
emancipation on man, occasion_;, 
when he carried the message of Or-
ganisation to the wage workers and 
farmers in both town and country. 

The 1903 Locomotive strike, in 
which his near relatives were involv-
ed, gave him an insight into what 
the workers had to expect from re-
actionary Governments. 

He gained practical railway exper-
ience as a porter at Hamilton and 
Ararat, and also worked on the 
loco. coal stage at the latter place. . 

In 1904 he entered the service of 
the Education Department, and be-
tween that time and 1909 was sta-
tioned successively at Terang, Ben-
digo, Melbourne, Timboon. Roches-
ter, Casterton, Kew, Swan Hill, and 
Castlemaine, being actively associat-
ed with the A.L.P. and A.N.A. in 
various capacities all the while. 
In 1919 he was appointed Organiser 
to the . Teachers' Union, which he 
joined in 1910, and the effectiveness 
of his work as an Organiser may be 
judged from the fact that the mem-
bership increased from 700 to 3,600 
in the term 1919-20. 

In 1920, while Vice President of 
the Teachers' Union, he was trans-
ferred to Preston. At that place he 
did active work for the movement 
as Secretary of the Preston Branch 
of the A.L.P., and represented Jika 
Jika district at the Easter Confer-
ence in the same year. 

He has been a delegate to the An-
nual Conference of the Teachers' 
Union every year from 1911 to pre-
sent date, and was a representative 
of Victoria at the Adelaide Interstate 
Conference of Teachers of 1924. In 

Continued on preceding page. 

"Dave"   Black 

LABOR'S CANDIDATE FOR INDI. 
Railwaymen Must Help Labor to Victory. 
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MANAGERIAL NOTES.  
All communications to be addressed  

to the "Manager," care of Assist-
ant or Divisional Secretary, A.F.U.  
L.E., Tasmanian Government Rail-
ways, Launceston. Correspondents  

must attach their name and ad-
dress, not necessarily for publica-
tion.  

Literary contributions to be in the  

hands of the above not later than  

the first Saturday in each month.  

The Manager shall decline to for-
ward for publication any article  
that in his judgment will prove det-
rimental to the interests of the Fed-
eration or respective Divisions.  

ANNUAL MEETING.  

The Annual Meeting of this division  
was held in the Trades Hall on Sun-
day, August 30th, when a large  
gathering of members, including divi-
sional officers, representatives of the  
respective branches from all parts of  

the State, including delegates from  
Hobart and Devonport, took place.  

The Federal Secretary (Mr. A. S.  
Drakeford) came over from the head-
quarters of the union in Melbourne  
to attend the meeting, and during  
the afternoon session addressed it on  

matters relating to the recent Fed-
eral arbitration award and the policy  
and programme of the Federal Union.  

The retiring president (Mr. E. C.  
Hays), who has held the position for  
four years, including the last three  
years continuously, presided at the  

meeting until the declaration of the  
election of officers for 1925-26 was  

made, when he installed in office the  
new president (Mr. H. C. Barnard).  

Mr. Hays was presented by the  
union with the photograph of himself  
and fellow officers for the year 1921-
25 framed in grey Tasmanian oak on  
a mount of unique and beautiful de-
sign emblematical of his calling and  
of Tasmania, on which was inscribed  
the appreciation of the union for able  

and faithful service rendered.  
Mr. H. C. Barnard, who has bee ,1  

acting divisional secretary since June,  

1 924,   during the absence of Mr. E.  
M. Cunningham, whose services were  

retained in Melbourne by the Federal  
Union for Federal Arbitration Court  
purposes, presented the annual report,  
which showed a satisfactory state of  
affairs from a financial and member-
ship standpoint. In the latter respect  
the division is 100 per cent. strong,  
the only eligible locomotive running  
men outside the union having joined  
up during the year. The report show-
ed that a great deal of the time of the  

officers of the union and a large  
amount of the expenditure of its funds  

was due to dealing with matters which  
if covered by an award that could ue  

enforced, and under which local aad  
minor matters could be dealt with by  
an effective board of reference could  

have been saved to the union and the  
Department.  

The Government's failure to pro-
vide for the refund of the full  
amount of the expenditure incurred  

by the railway organisations in con-
nection with the Royal Commission  
into the workings of the railways  
was referred to the meeting for its  
consideration. The balance sheet and  
auditors report was unanimously  
adopted.  

Alterations to the rules of the union,  

to provide for the annual meeting to  
be held in alternate years at Launces-
ton and Hobart was effected. The  

annual meeting for 1926 will be held  
in Hobart.  

The rule relating to contributions  

was altered to bring it into accord  
with the Federal policy of payment  
of union dues in advance, and they  
will now be paid half-yearly.  

The question of the further streng-
thening of the finances of the Federal  

Union in order to enable it to carry  
out its programme and policy of de-
velopment on a nation wide basis was  
considered at great length.  

The opinion was strongly held by  
the meeting that locomotive men  
must depend to a very great extent  
upon the operation of the organisa-
tion's forces on an Australian rather  
than a State basis, and the meeting  

carried a resolution giving full sup-
port to the policy laid down by the  
1925 conference.  

The question as to whether or not  
the division should support State or  
Federal arbitration or pursue a policy  
of industrial strategy as a means of  
having the wages and working condi-
tions of Australian locomotive men  
equivalent with the standard in Eng-
land and America produced a warm  
discussion.  

It was urged by a strong sectio _i 
that a more militant policy would  
produce better results and that arbi-
tration should be abandoned. Several  
speakers made it clear that while the  
efforts of the Federal Union and its  
representatives before the Arbitration  
Court in the recent Federal case were  
highly appreciated, and results did not  
justify the expenditure of energy and  
funds put into it, and that the ex-
perience of recent years before both  
State and Federal Courts had failed  
to produce the advancement that loco-
motive enginemen were entitled to.  
After the divisional officers and Fed-
eral secretary had addressed the meet-
ing on the question and had explained  

the position and the policy to be pur-
sued, it was agreed to, that while the  
Federal policy was for arbitration the  
Tasmanian Division would support  
that attitude, but if it became neces-
sary or advisable to change that policy  
the Division would give its utmost  
support to any State or States  
affected.  

The provision of a superannuation  
fund was discussed, and it was de-
cided that action should be taken to 

 

secure the establishment of a scheme. 
 

The following resolution was carried: 
 

"That this meeting affirms the prin-
ciple of superannuation. A commit-
tee be appointed to obtain data and  
consider a scheme and report later to  
the Executive."  

The state of the running roads and 
 

engines was discussed, and strong ex-
ception was taken to the conditions 

 

now existing. The following resolu-
tion was unanimously carried : "That 

 

this meeting is of the opinion that the 
 

running roads in various parts of the 
 

State and the locomotives are not in 
 

a satisfactory condition, and instructs 
 

the executive to take the matter of 
 

having them put into better condition 
 

up with the Commissioner as early as 
 

possible, further, that having in view 
 

the frequency of accidents in Queens-
land recently, and the industrial con-
flict affecting that State which has 

 

arisen therefrom, that the Tasmanian 
 

Division considers that it is essential  
to have established for Australia an  
independent controlling authority with 

 

powers similar to the British Board 
 

of Trade to see that proper standards 
 

of maintenance, qualifications and re-
sponsibility are maintained on the 

 

railways of Australia in the interests 
 

of the travelling public and those who 
 

are employed on railway services."  

An item on the Agenda respecting  
the increases in the rents of Depart-
mental houses resutled in the carry-
ing of the following resolution : "That 

 

this meeting regards the increases of 
 

rents for departmental residences oc-
cupied by employees of the Commis-
sioner as unreasonable and altogether 

 

out of proportion to the inadequate  
and inferior accommodation and faci-
lities provided, and considers that 

 

steps should be immediately taken to 
 

review the rates with a view to their  
reduction to a reasonable figure, and  
requests the executive to co-operate  
with other railway organisations  
covering persons affected, and use the  
imformation supplied to have this  
given effect to as early as possible. 

 

An important decision was arrived  

at by the meeting respecting the re-
lations of the union with other unions  
and the Labor movement. Resolutions  
were carried instructing the executive  
to affiliate with the Trades and Labor  
Councils of Launceston and Hobart,  
and the Australian Labor Party.  

This brings Tasmania into line with  
the State Divisions of the A.F.U.L.E.  
throughout Australia, all of whom are  

	,.^ 
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affiliated with the Trades and Labor 
Councils of their respective States and 
the Labor Party. 

A number of matters on the agenda 
paper were referred to the executive 
to be dealt with, and the meeting, 
which began in the morning, finished 
at a very late hour. 

The officers of the division and the 
Federal Secretary stated on Monday, 
that the meeting was remarkable for 
its enthusiasm, and a number of the 
decisions arrived at would have a far 
reaching effect and showed that the 
Union in Tasmania will continue an 
active and vigorous force in the in-
dustrial life of the State. 

LIST OF OFFICERS FOR THE 
YEAR 1925-26. 

President : H. C. BARNARD. 
Vice-President : T. E. BAGLEY. 

Divisional Secretary : 
E. M. CUNNINGHAM. 

Treasurer : E. W. HEFFERON. 
Trustees : 

H. EDWARDS, R. STEPHENS & 
M. MONKHOUSE. 

Central Branch Secretary : 
W. T. JONES. 

Executive Members (Launceston) 
H. D. MARTIN, C. L. MARTIN, 
G. MITCHELL & E. C. HAYS. 

Hobart Branch : 
J. W. KEARNEY, Branch Secretary. 

Executive Members : 
W. J. GIBBENS & E. NOLAN. 

Chairman : A. JONES. 
Devonport Branch : 

Branch Secretary : C. CASSIDY. 
Chairman : J. DENNIS. 

Out-station Representatives : 
Herrick : S. V. FARRELL. 

Scottsdale : D. J. JONES. 
St. Mary's : G. B. ROBERTS. 

Deloraine : W. IBBOTT. 
Wynyard : A. J. SCOTT. 

West Coast : G. F. BURKE. 
Returning Officer : E. C. HAYS. 

THANKS. 

Launceston. 
Divisional Secretary, 

I have received a cheque for my re 
tiring allowance and I am to receive 
the special rate later. I wish to 
thank you all for the way in which 
you fought for me to get it, in my 
opinion I would not have got she 
special rate had it not been for my 
Association, of whom I am so proud. 

Convey to them all my best thanks; 
tell them to stick and pull together. 
With best wishes. 

I remain Your Old Comrade, 
(Signed) W. C. ATKINS. 

During the month the question of 
principle of retirements from the ser-
vice was dealt with by Representa-
tives of the A.R.U. and the A.F.U. 
L.E. 

The retirement of the Station Mas 
ter, Launceston, was a specific in-
stance quoted to the Minister for Rail-
ways, due to the S.M. concerned being 
notched of his retirement some months 
prior to reaching the retiring age, tor 
no apparent reason. The result of re-
presentation made, Mr. Abey, has now 
peen advised that ne is now to remain 
tül he reaches the age limit. The 
question of the principle of retire-
ments was stressed to the iviinister, 
tile men viewed it, if one member 
could be retired in this manner, so 
could others be in the same way, the 
Minister was requested to use lus best 
endeavour to allow men with long and 
faithful service to complete their term 
of service to the retiring age, unless 
tnere is some special reason for re-
tirement prior to that time. 

A number of other matters are 
listed for conference jointly with the 
two Organisations, the question of 
house rent and staff privileges being 
the two most important at the present 
time. Conference on these subjects 
has been delayed, due to the continued 
illness of the Commissioner for Rail-
ways. With respect to the former, 
the men feel that the rise in rent is 
out of all proportion when viewed 
from all angles, while in the case of 
"Privileges," we reported a definite 
agreement having been reached with 
the Commissioner, in last issue of the 
"Footplate." Since then we find an 
irritating interpretation has been 
placed on the agreement and appears 
over the signature of the Secretary 
for Railways and circulated througn-
out the service. As representation 
is being made to the Commissioner at 
the first opportunity it is not pro-
posed to comment on the subject fur-
ther in this issue, except to say that 
the spirit of the compromise is com-
pletely nulified by the Departmental 
interpretation and is therefore not ac-
ceptable to the employees generally. 

With respect to the Arbitration 
Court  Award, Legal advice has not, 
so far, been obtained as to whether 
the union's contention that the rates 
deducted from members between April 
and June cannot legally be done. The  

latest advice received is to the effect 
that the Crown Law office will supply 
the advise to the Commissioner at an 
early date. 

In connection with the application 
for variations and the items that were 
only retained in the award "Tenta-
tively," Mr. Justice Powers' latest 
award was published in the last issue 
of the "Footplate." Briefly reviewed, 
the position as far as this division ;s 
concerned, there will be little if any 
change in the award as it is at pre-
sent operating. The clause that pre-
viously existed in the award fixing a 
rate for shunting enginemen has been 
deleted. The term "Passenger" train 
has been defined which retains the 
passenger rate for Main line express 
work and any other special passenger 
job, irrespective of the milage run.

lA  clause has been inserted (g)  of 
which will enable the union to obtain 
certain improvement in rates for ex-
enginemen. Clause defined respecting 
cleaners in charge of an engine. Im-
provement in rates for Rail Motet . 

 drivers. Expenses and Allowances 
are still a case of "as you were," ow-
ing to the judge allowing existing 
rates to continue. 
Provision made for setting up of 
Boards of Reference. Also a clause 
inserted which gives the Mainland di-
visions who are working under the 
award, a guaranteed fortnightly 
period, something that this division 
has always enjoyed. While there are 
other clauses of more or less import-
ance, but space does not allow of re-
view in this issue. 

BALANCE SHEET E.D.F.C. & C. 
SICK  .  BENEFIT FUND. 

To August 31st, 1925. 

Receipts. 

1/12/24 to 28/2/25 .. .. £50 14 
1/3/25 to 30/5/25 	.. .. 68 2 
1/6/25 to 31/8/25 	.. .. 87 14 

£206 10 0 

Expenditure. 

1/12/24 to 28/2/25 
1/3/25 to 30/5/25 
1/6/25 to 31/8/25 

£64 17 0 

Receipts .. 	. .. .. £206 10 0 
Expenditure 	.. .. £64 17 0 

Balance in Bank, 30/11/24 £93 5 2 
Interest 28/2/25 .. .. .. 	1 14 

Balance in Bank, 31/8/25 £236 12 10 

F. BURGE, Treasurer. 

JOINT CONFERENCES. 

0 
0 

£31 2 
.. 15 17 
.. 17 18 

0 
0 
0 

8 
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The Looters Lust for More! 

Nationalist Law-Maker: "Now then, none of your Communism here; hand over your watch and money." 

SAY IT SLOW AND SAY IT OFTEN. 

The "Age" said : This is a Rich Man's Government. .It has no thought for the 70 or 80 per cent, of the people who 
lives by honest and industrious effort." 

"The Sun" said: "The Bruce-Page Government is busily engaged Greasing the Fat Pig." 

"The Herald" said : "The extent of unemployment in this young country is a public scandai. The Prime Minister 
stands personally responsible." 

And these are the people the same papers now want 
returned to power to look after the WORKERS' 

interests for three years ! ! ! 
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Industrial Rights and Federal Arbitration for Government Employes. 
THE TWO ELECTION POLICIES COMPARED. 

Some of the more conservative or those employed in Government services in Australia 
have expressed the view, aparently without proper examination of the facts, that Labour had not 
peen sufficiently definite as to its attitude on the rights of State Instrumentality Employes to the 
urisdiction of the Federal industrial tribunals. 

For that reason we are publishing herewith, for the information of members, so that they 
can dispel any doubts that may exist in the minds of others, published references made by the two 
'aders in setting out the policies of their respective parties on this question :— 

MR. BRUCE. 

"Argus," Tuesday, Oct. 6th. 

Arbitration. 

"It is also necessary that steps should be 
taken to improve the machinery for the pacific 
settlement of industrial disputes. My Ministry 
stands firmly for the principle of the peaceful 
settlement of industrial disputes within the 
law  

"Trade unions have tended to become more 
and more undemocratic—in their form of self-
government. Their increased activities and 
greater financial strength have immensely in-
creased the numbers and status of paid offi-
cials. The very success of trade unionism has 
tended to destroy control by the individual 
worker over the affairs of his union, and has 
increasingly made him the servant of his paid 
official. Particularly has this been the case 
in those unions of the transport industries, 
where the conditions of his occpation make 
it difficult for the worker to have an effective 
voice in the control of his own union affairs. 
The Communist and extremist has seen in 
these great organisations a ready instrument 
by which to effect his illegitimate purposes. 

Restoring Control to Unionists  . 
"It is significant that no such action has 

been attempted in those other great beneficent 
bodies, the friendly societies. I believe the 
explanation that the legislation of the past 
has wisely provided for the regulation  ^f 
friendly societies in the interest of their mem-
bers, and ansured that they be conducted fer 
the legitimate purposes for which they were 
formed. The Ministry proposes to introduce 
legislation which will restore to the trade 
unionist control over his union, its officials, 
its funds, and its  acts,  which he at one time 
had, but which to-day  be  has largely lost. 
By means of the provision of a secret ballot 
democratic control of unionism will be restor-
ed to the workers of this country. 

"It is also proposed to strengthen the powers 
of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation 
and Arbitration. It is realised that if this 
Court is to command respect and inspire due 
authority it should be placed in the position 
of a Court invested with judicial power, as 
was originally intended by Parliament. The 
Government, therefore, proposes to introduce 
legislation providing for judicial appointments 
for life as required by the Constitution,  vest-
ing the Court with judicial power to enable 
it to enforce its awards and better control 
the parties under its jurisdiction. Provision 
will also be made to prevent the duplication 
and overlapping of awards by Commonwealth 
and State industrial authorities  .  When these 
amendments of the law are made we believe 
that compulsory arbitration will be shown to 
be an effective means for the promotion of in-
dustrial peace, and that it will be demonstrat-
ed that industrial disputes can be settled with-
in the domain of law in the same way as civil 
and commercial disputes are determined. 

MR. CHARLTON. 

"Age," Saturday, Oct. 10th. 

Arbitration. 
"The Labor party, when returned 

to power, will amend the Common-
wealth Conciliation and Arbitration 
'Act, to abolish cumbersome  `  proce-
dure, so as _to provide easy access 
to the court. We intend to revert to 
the system which permits one judge 
to deal with all phases of disputes. 
Measures will be introduced to give 
the workers in industies a better 
standing and representation in the 
control of industry. We will also 
make provision for all unions who 
desire to come under the Industrial 
Peace Act. 

Constitutional Alterations. 
"In the interests of the whole of 

Australia it is necessary that there 
should be uniform hours of labor 
throughout the States. As greater 
powers are necessary under the Con-
stitution for this and other purposes, 
it is proposed to submit the questions 
to the people at the earliest oppor-
tunity in order to obtain an amend-
ment of the Constitution, and to 
permit the Labor party's platform 
being given effect to. 

The Public Service. 
"It is gratifying to 'note that all 

sections of the Commonweàlth ser-
vice are recognising in a practical 
manner that Labor will see that no 
injustice is (lone to Government em-
ployees who have always rendered 
loyal service to the community. If 
returned, we will take into consider-
ation the necessity of having an in-
quiry made with a view to ascertain-
ing the working  of the Public Ser-
vice Act, the Public Service Arbitra-
tion Act, and the Superannuation 
Act We shall also take steps to 
appoint a representative of the pub-
lic servants to the Public Service 
Board, and make provision for the 
payment of salaries on the basis of 
work value, irrespective of the sex 
of the employees. In some of the 
States the public servants have no 
access to arbitration tribunals, and 
have been prevented from going to 
the Federal Court by legal difficul-
ties arising out of the interpretation 
of the term "industry.' We will give 
the public servants equal right of 
access with other workers." 
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It would be hard to find anything more vàgue than that contained in Mr. Bruce's policy.  

That of Mr. Charlton could hardly be more definite  

The Labor Party stands for equal rights for all Australian citizens.  

The Nationalist-Country Party stands for the deportation of those not born in Australia  

(including Britishers) who do not satisfy the Government's specially created Deportation Board  

that they should not be deported.  

A greater contrast could not be.  

The Bruce Government is out to prevent the overlapping and confusion caused by duality  

of jurisdiction in industrial. matters, yet dismisses this important question in the broad general  

phrase :—  

"Provision will also be made to prevent the duplication and overlapping of Awards by  

"Commonwealth and State Industrial tribunals."  

It does not say how; it leaves that to the imagination of the electors, but as it has  

already restricted the rights of the  people,  and as it has been published that the State Premiers,  

with whom. Mr. Bruce conferred on this question, wished to have the Federal jurisdiction restricted  

instead of extended, it is reasonable and fair to assume, in the absence of any declaration to the con-
trary, that "prevention of overlapping and duplication" will mean that Public servants will be de-
barred from the right of access to the Federal tribunals.  

Mr. Charlton will see to it, on the other hand, that existing rights are maintained, that  

those who are at present debarred will be given the right, and goes a great deal further than that  

by stating for his party :—  

"We will also make provision for all Unions who desire to come under the Industrial. Peace  

"Act."  

This, with the definite statements on Arbitration that cumbersome procedure will be abo-
lished and access to the Court made easy, and that the system of one Judge dealing with all phases  

of disputes will be reverted to makes it clear that Labor in power means unrestricted rights and  

better and less expensive facilities.  

Put these facts before the doubters and help Labor to win its fight against money,  

Press  and privilege.  

Arthur, S. Drakeford, Tattersall's Buildings, Swanston Street, Melbou rne.  

The , Press -Commercial--Financial Combine 
 

Watch the Press. Did you ever  
see such a whole hearted combina-
tion against Labor as this campaign  

is disclosing? What's the reason?  
Well, you know the possibility of six  
State Labor Governments and a La-
bor Government in charge of Federal  
affairs in Australia opens up an  
avenue too awful for the capital-
istic press to contemplate.  

It is certain that a Labor victory  

in the elections will mean a  Labor  
Government in Victoria shortly  
after, and if it is proved that com-
pulsory voting means Parliamentary  
Government by the representatives  

of the real producers, the real work- 

ers, what is to become of the agents,  

the critics who destroy and cannot  
build, the middleman who taints the  
produce of _  he country with *profits 
every time' ^ hé+r- ( 'touches it, to the  
detriment of 1 both prodùéet and con-  
sumer.  

The commercial -  financial press  
wolves have joined in a chorus of  

misrepresentation, but they won't  
-score a kill if you do YOUR part in  
this ,' fight. Make it your work to reau  
the Labor literature. ,  Make it  ,  your 
task to bring the man or woman :v'io  
hts 4ibt voted before to the poll with 
a fti11-knowledge of Labor's platform 
and policy Make it your  -  pleasure 

to put Labor's record, aims and repu-
tation against that of decadent 
Nationalism, and press domination 
and combination, and the victory is 
ours. 

"AFTER CONSULTATION !" 

All unsigned matter having refer-
ence to politics or the Federal Elec-
tions, appearing in this issue, is writ-
ten, after consultation, (as the daily  
press puts it) to express the views 
of the "Footplate," by Arthur S. 
Drakeford, Tattersall's Building, 
Swanston Street, Melbourne. 
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Mr. Bruce on Duplicated Authority, Overlapping 
and Confusion. 

ARE WE TO HAVE RESTRICTED RIGHTS FOR RAILWAYMEN ? 

Labor Will Make The Machinery of Industrial Peace Act Available to Railway Organisations. 
Railwaymen throughout Australia have for 

months past been waiting for some definite pro-
nouncement respecting the questions of State In-
strumentalities and the Commonwealth Arbitra-
tion Court, and the improvement of the Federal 
Arbitration machinery from the figurehead of the 
decadent Federal political combination which now 
asks the electors of the Commonwealth for a fresh 
lease of power. 

"PROVISION" OF A VAGUE CHARACTER. 

The policy speech of the Bruce-Page Govern-
ment has been made, and here is its pronounce-
ment :- 

"Provision will also be made to prevent the duplica-
tion and overlapping of Awards by Common= 

"wealth and State industrial authorities." 

From the six columns of verbiage and pious as-
pirations for the future published in the daily 
press, and broadcasted through the ether for the 
edification of those who take politics with their 
wireless entertainment, it is impossible to dis-
cover anything indicating what the Bruce Govern-
ment intends to do, the electors must be left to 
judge its intentions from its record of re-action. 

The vagueness of the policy speech of the 
leader of the reactionary forces in the Federal 
political arena on the question is as delightful as 
it is deliberate and deceiving, and he does not ap-
pear to have said anything more definite than the 
quotation given herein from his policy speech at 
any of his public utterances in recent times. 

It is not suggested that what we have quoted 
herein is all that Mr. Bruce said on behalf of his 
Government in reference to Arbitration, but there 
is nothing in what was said to indicate that his 
party, if returned to power, would extend the 
powers of Federal industrial tribunals to cover all 
workers, or give better and less expensive facili-
ties for their use to employers, and employes 
through their Trade Unions, to settle and prevent 
industrial disputes, and the only significant sen-
tence from the policy speech on this question has 
been quoted. 

A SOLUTION IMPERATIVE ! 
At the Annual Smoke Social of the Australian 

Natives' Association held in the Melbourne Exhi-
bition on Saturday, January 25th, Mr. Bruce spoke 
of the chaos and overlapping which is said to be 
a curse to Australian industries and those who 
work in the and control them, in the following 
terms, as reported in the "Argus" of Monday, 
January 27th :- 

"Whatever may be the faults of the system we are 
"at least determined that we will not retract our 
"steps. We must find out the faults and endea-
vour to rectify them. There can be no going 

"back. It is, therefore, necessary to endeavour 
"to find what is wrong with our present system." 

FAILURE OF DUAL AUTHORITY. 
"In the first place there are conflict of authority, 

"overlapping and confusion, arising from the dual 
"control of the Commonwealth and States over 
"industrial matters under the constitution. The 
"results arising from the duplicated authority are 
"becoming so serious to industry and the general 
"community that it is imperative that a solution 
"should be found, even if in doing so deep-rooted 
"convictions have to be altered and prejudices 
"brushed aside." 

At the A.N.A. Social stress was laid on the ne ed 
for finding a solution for the "overlapping and 
confusion," and "conflict of authority" arising 
from "dual control." 

The condition of affairs was "so serious to in-
dustry and the general community" as to make it 
"imperative that a solution should be found," yet 
there is no word of a solution being put forward, 
or any suggestion even that it is being sought for 
by the Government. 

RESTRICTIONS ON FEDERAL JURISDIC- 
TION PROPOSED. 

What has been put forward, however, in more 
than one of the papers, which are now so en-
thusiastically supporting the Bruce-Page Govern -
ment, because it is against Labor, is that the 
jurisdiction of the Commonwealth Arbitration 
Court should be confined to what is suggested are 
the purely Inter-State industries, such as coal 
mining, shipping, shearing, waterside workers, 
which, boiled down, means the Unions which are 
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most likely to go on strike if they do not obtain 
justice from their employers. 

The "imperative" need for a solution in the in-
terests of "industry and the generally commun-
ity," which was so evident in January, 1925, as to 
need such emphasis from the Prime Minister, has 
been entirely ignored by him and his political as-
sociates in spite of the fact that his Government 
had more than twelve months of office and an 
absolute majority in both Houses of Parliament 
in and with which to enact reforms. 

More than a year of time and a majority which 
made the passing of any legislation desired by his 
party an absolute certainty, and nothing even at-
tempted in the direction of remedying the over-
lapping and confusion and conflict of authority, 
which is said to be paralysing the industrial life 
of Australia is a proud record for a Government 
which asks the people to entrust it with another 
lease of power ! 

It has had an unfettered opportunity to remedy 
the chaotic state of affairs, of which Mr. Bruce 
complained nine months ago, and it had another 
six months of office in which to do it, but, ap-
parently, it preferred to allow confusion to re-
main, and to keep dark its proposals, to tackling 
the task of effecting a cure, or telling the people 
of Australia what it proposed to do. 

STATE INSTRUMENTALITY UNIONS TAKE 
A HAND. 

Railwaymen should remember that in 1922 
their Organisations spent time and money in a 
successful effort to ascertain where the Candi-
dates for election to the Federal Parliament stood 
on the question of employes of State Instru-
mentalities having the right of access to the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court . 

The answers received by the State Instru-
mentalities Union Conference showed clearly that 
a large majority of members stood for the prin-
ciple"of Railwaymen having the same rights as all 
other citizens, and, as a result, the great majority 
of our members are working under a Federal 
Award which, though it leaves much room for 
improvement, is superior to that which could be 
obtained from any of the State Industrial tri-
bunals to which we were previously compelled to 
go, and the members of the A.R.U. are now hav-
ing their case heard in the Federal Court . 

Many persons, both in State Instrumentality 
employment and outside of it believe that we 
would have been excluded from the Federal 
Court had we not taken action to secure the pro-
mise of Candidates that they would oppose any 
legislation which had "exclusion" for its object. 

According to the Bruce Government "provision 
will also be made to prevent the duplication and 
overlapping of Awards by Commonwealth and 
State industrial authorities." In what way will 
this be done ? 

A REACTIONARY RECORD. 

Its record is such as to make it plain that it will 
not do anything to expand the liberties of the 
people. A Government which has imposed upon 
the electors a Deportation Board—which sets at 
nought the principles of Magna Charta—cannot be 
regarded as anything less than reactionary, and, 
while it would be unprecedented for a Federal 
Government to hand over to the State Govern-
ments part of its authority, it is also unprece-
dented for a Government with British traditions 
to destroy the principle of trial by jury in order 
to get rid of its political enemies, as the Bruce 
Government has done. 

The right of access to the Federal Arbitration 
Court could be destroyed by the simple process of 
eliminating certain words from paragraph (2) of 
the definition of "Industrial dispute" from Sec-
tion 4 of the Arbitration Act. It reads :- 

"Industrial dispute" means :- 
(2) Any dispute in relation to employment in an in-

"dustry carried on by or under the control of the 
"Commonwealth or a State, or any pubilc au-
"thority constituted under the Commonwealth or 
"a State." 

The deletion of the words "or a State" in two 
places from this paragraph would entirely close 
us out from the Federal Court, and it should be 
kept in mind that a resolution of both Houses of 
the Federal Parliament is all that is necessary to 
exclude us. 

It does not need any alteration of the Constitu-
tion, and Railwaymen everywhere should apply 
not only their votes but their energy and intelli-
gence towards securing every vote possible to 
throw out of office the Bruce Government, which 
conceals its intention in a sentence which appears 
to be deliberately vague, and which, coming from 
the mouthpiece of the reactionary party leaves 
little room for doubt as to how, given the  oppor-
tunity without an election looming in the near 
future, it would be applied. 

WHAT THE COMMISSIONERS WANT. 

The following extracts from the recently issued 
Annual Report of the Victorian Railway Commis-
sioners, bearing in mind Mr. Bruce's pronounce-
ment on the same subject, are illuminating :- 

"The objections to . . . . duality of jurisdiction a re 
 "obvious and cannot, in our opinion, be too 

"strongly emphasised. The employes naturally 
"seek to approach whichever tribunal is likely at 
"the moment to give the more favourable decision 
"to them on any particular claim." 
"This state of affairs is not conducive to Indus-
"trial peace, but on the contrary is likely to en-
"gender a spirit of restlessness and discontent 
"inimical to efficiency." 
"We earnestly express the conviction that it is 
"most important that steps be taken at once to 
"grapple with this problem so that employes will 
"have the right to approach one tribunal only on 
"matters affecting their remuneration and work-
" ing conditions." 
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Railwaymen and Locomotivemen particularly 
are not likely to forget that the Victorian Rail-
ways Commissioners fought against the right of 
their employes to go before any independent tri-
bunal, and when it was obtained—in spite of their 
opposition—again fought against any extension of 
its powers to enable it to deal with certain im 
portant working conditions, which the Federal 
Arbitration Court had power to, and did, deal 
with. 

£25,000 PER ANNUM LOST TO 
ENGINEMEN. 

By the tactics of the Department, backed by the 
reluctance of the State Government to give Rail-
waymen access to an independent industrial au-
thority with full Arbitration powers, the Locomo-
tivemen up to April, 1925, were deprived of 
£25,000 per annum, which the Federal Court made 
clear, by its first Award respecting engine pre-
paration time they should have had years before. 

There is no doubt that both the Board of Com-
missioners and  the  Minister for Railways hold the 
view that Railwaymen should not have access to 
the Federal Court. Mr. Owen Dixon,. K.C., was 
sent to England to fight this matter for those 
little Australians who would prefer to see State 
rights override Australian rights. The Minister 
for Railways, Mr. Eggleston, was waited upon by 
a deputation from the Victorian Division of our 
Union, to ask that the Government see that the 
Commissioners fulfill their promise of December 
15th, 1924, to pay to the Electric Train Drivers 
the rates of pay given to Steam Locomotive 
Drivers in the General class. 

The Minister for Railways in communicating 
his decision. to the Union wrote the following :- 

. 
Though obliged to pay Arbitration Court rates 

- for Enginedrivers the Commissioners are of the 
"opinion that the Railways Classification Board 
"rates are fair for both Enginemen and Motor- 

A LOSS OF 1/2 PER DAY SUGGESTED. 

The Award of the Classification Board is now 
1/2 per day below what the Arbitration Court con-
sidered fair for Locomotive Enginedrivers, and as 
a result of the Electric Train Drivers being ex-
cluded from the Federal, Award, they are receiv-
ing that amount less per day, whereas they were 
always previously paid the same rates as General 
class Steam train drivers. 

The Commissioners say that the objections to 
"duality of jurisdiction cannot be too strongly 
emphasised" and the Minister makes it clear that 
in defending the broken promise of the Commis-
sioners that we should be prepared to accept rates 
which they think fair, which are nevertheless 1/2 
per day below the rates now being paid under the 
Federal Arbitration Award. 

It is apparent that "duality of jurisdiction" ob-
jections arise from those who hold strongly to the  

view that Railwaymen should be restricted to the 
use of State industrial tribunals. 

Railwaymen throughout the Commonwealth do 
not desire duality of jurisdiction, but they do de-
mand the same rights as all other citizens, and 
will be satisfied with nothing less. If provision is 
to be made to prevent duplication and overlapping 
of Awards by Commonwealth and State industrial 
authorities, then it must be in the direction of 
widening the Commonwealth jurisdiction to em-
brace all industrial disputes. 

"LABOR" FOR EQUAL RIGHTS FOR 
RAILWAYMEN. 

The only party which makes clear what it pro-
poses to do is the Labor Party. Mr. Charlton in 
his policy speech said :— 

". . . . The Labor Party when returned to power will 
amend the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbi-
"tration Act to abolish cumbersome procedure so 
as to provide easy access to the Court  
"Measures will be introduced to give the workers 
"in industries a better standing and represents-
"tion in the control of. industry. We will also 
"make provision for all Unions who desire to come 
"under the Industrial Peace Act." 

The Labor Party stands for equal rights for all 
citizens. The Nationalist-Country Party has de-
monstrated beyond doubt that it stands for vest-
ed and privileged interests, and that it will not 
hesitate to infringe the rights of the people if 
that is necessary to get rid of men who oppose 
those it represents. 

There is only one thing for Railwaymen to do in 
this fight, which is their fight, and that is to take 
off their coats and get to work earnestly and 
whole-heartedly to assist in defeating the party 
which deals with the things of so much value to 
them in vague phrases a bout "duality, overlapping 
and confusion." Do your utmost to have re-
turned to power a Labor Government which will 
protect your rights, improve the Federal indus-
trial machinery and make' Australia a place where` 
the peoples rights and interests are no longer 
subservient to Flinders Lane, "high" finance and 
Facism. 

WerkersMis is Your Ftgl t. Into rt. 

"men 	" 
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Railwaymen as Standard Bearers for Labor. 

FIGHT FOR LABOR AND A "BOARD OF TRADE" 
The Railwaymen in Australia have, in supporting the 

selected Labor Candidates, an opportunity to elect to the 
Federal Parliament a number of men who have had prac-
tical experience as Railwaymen and industrialists, whose 
collective and individual knowledge of Australia's greatest 
industry should be of immense value to the Labor Party 
and the people generally. 

There are many features concerning the working of the 
Railways about which little is known, and many miscon-
ceptions in the public mind, and of Members of Parliament, 
about the alleged advantages which those in Railway em-
ployment are said to have over other citizens, which their 
presence in Parliament will do much to remove. 

The aims of the Labor Party, as enunciated in  Mr. Charl-
ton's policy speech, to give workers a greater share in the 
control of industry, can be effectively voiced by these 
comrades from the floor of Parliament, and they can play 
their part in creating an Australian Board of Trade to re-
gulate the proper maintenance and safe working of trans-
port, and the qualifications of those engaged in it. 

The Federal platform of the Labor Platform includes the 
following under the heading :- 

INDUSTRIAL REFORM. 

"4.—That provision be made to establish a Board on 
similar lines to that of the British Board of 
Trade, vested with power to investigate all seri-
ous railway accidents occurring on the railways 
and other forms of transport, and to make and 
enforce regulations governing those engaged in 

 and in charge of transport operations throughout 
Australia. That provision be made for the indus-
trial side to be represented by representatives of 
the employes apart from those of the administra-
tive staffs." 

A Board of Trade has been found of immense value to 
the people in Great Britain because of its protective powers 
over Railway and other forms of Transport, and the great 
majority of practical Railwaymen here know the need for 
such an authority in Australia. The Inter-State Commerce 
Commission of U.S.A. is vested with power to compel the 
Managements of the Railways to comply with certain 
standards of efficiency and safety by laying down Rules 
governing them which both managements and employes 
must observe. 

The managerial bodies here are, at present, exempt from 
regulation of the internal workings of the railways of any 
kind. They are for all practical purposes a law unto 
themselves. 

The heavy burden of interest with which the Railways 
are loaded influences the conditions under which the work 
is carried out, and the employes have no voice other than 
the meagre, and quite inadequate, "right" (?) to make 
representation to the Boards of Commissioners or their 
representatives. The creation of a Board of Trade will 
place Australia on the same footing as other English 
speaking countries, and provide an authority over the 
management which will be all for the public good. 

Whatever difficulties may be in the way they are there 
to be overcome, and with the Board of Trade as a plank 
of the platform we can look forward to an earnest effort 
to have it established when Labor comes to power, parti-
cularly with qualified and experienced Railwaymen 
amongst the ranks of Federal legislators. 

Herewith is a brief personal sketch, for the information 
of our members, of Railway Comrades who have been 
honoured by the workers by being selected to carry on 
their fight in these elections. 

J. J. KENNEALLY, SENATE CANDIDATE, WEST 
AUSTRALIA. 

"Jim" Kenneally, Divisional Secretary of the A.F.U.L.E., 
in West Aust., is in the Senate field for that State, and 
should help to put the "dissa" before Pearce for good 
from Federal politics. 

He was President of the Federal Union of Locomotive -

men in 1917, and was sent by that body to Sydney to re-
present it during the great 1917 Strike. His conduct of 
the case in the Arbitration Court of West Australia, fol-
lowing upon the 1921 Strike, proved him a great indus- 
trial advocate. As an industrialist "Jim" has played a 
leading part in W.A. for years, and this is not his first 
political battle by any means, he having put up a strenuous 
and capable fight against Jimmy Mitchell, the ex-Premier 
of West Australia, some years ago for the Northam seat. 
He has proved a capable and stalwart fighter on the Dis-
putes Committee of the W.A. Trades and Labor Council, 
and has filled many official positions for Labor, outside 
politics, in that State, as well as represented it on the 
Federal Conference of the Australian Labor Party, and 
is now the Vice-President of the Federal Executive of that 
body. 

His election to the Senate would give satisfaction to a 
great many people besides Locomotive Enginemen, 

H. J. GEORGE, SENATE CANDIDATE, SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 

Herb. George, Divisional Secretary of the A.F.U.L.E.,-
and a Locomotiveman of much practiacl experience before 
being elected to that position—in South Australia, is one 
of that State's sturdiest Labor supporters, and should find 
a place in the Federal Parliament as a Senator when the 
newly elected Senate team for South Australia takes its 
place in the House of review in 1926. 

He is the Treasurer of the South Australian Branch of 
the Labor Party, and has had several fights for political 
honours in the arena of State politics, being defeated by 
only a handful of votes at the last State elections in South 
Australia for East Torrens. 

The South Australian Division has selected him as their 
representative on the Federal Conferences of the Union on 
a number of occasions, and he has proved himself a great 
battler for the uplifting of the workers, both in the in-
dustrial and political fields. 

A clear and convincing speaker, he can be relied upon 
to do credit to Labor cause in whatever sphere he is called 
upon to represent it. 
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R. V. KEANE, SENATE CANDIDATE, VICTORIA. 

Dick Keane, General Secretary of the Australian Rail-
ways Union, is a Senate Candidate for Victoria, and 
should be sitting in that House as a Senator when the 
next Senate meets in 1926. 

As an officer of the Victorian Branch of the A.R.U. he 
has always played a leading part in its affairs in recent 
years, and on the resignation of Will Smith from the 
Federal Secretaryship, succeeded him in that post . 

He was employed in the Victorian Railways as an Officer 
in the Accountancy Branch, and has proved a valuable 
Officer to his Union in advancing the interests of Railway 
men in Victoria. 

He has charge of the case for the Australian Railways 
Union before the Federal Court, a tremendous task, which 
he has handled in a very capable way, and his method of 
handling the case in his appearances before the Court 
shows clearly that he will be an acquisition to the Federal 
Labor Party as a Senator. 

J. B. CHIFLEY. CANDIDATE FOR MACQUARIE, 
N.S.W. 

Ben. Chifiey, who is the selected Labor Candidate for 
Macquarie, N.S.W., is one of Labor's young standard 
bearers in this fight. There are few more capable, and 
none more sincere, than he is in the desire to make Aus-
tralia a better part of the world through the agency of the 
Federal Parliamentary machine. 

A native of Bathurst, which is the largest town in the 
electorate, he is well known, personally, to many of the 
voters, and both friends and opponents hold him in high 
respect. 

He has been a representative of the local League on a 
number of occasions at the N.S.W. A.L.P. Conferences, he 
is a member of the Executive of the N.S.W. Division 
of the A.F.U.L.E., and has represented that Division at 
Federal Conferences of the Union many times. He was 
one of the stalwarts who stood by the Union in its dark 
clays after the 1917 strike failure, and has assisted materi-
ally in the reorganisation which has brought it back to 
its old strength. 

The House of "Reps" and the people of Australia will 
benefit if the people of Macquarie elect this fine young 
Locomotiveman on the 14th Nov., as they are nearly sure 
to do. 

F. RANDLES, CANDIDATE FOR CORIO, VICTORIA. 

Peter Randles, who carried Labors' flag for Corio (Vic-
toria), is well known to many of the electors in Victoria 
as an Organiser for the Victorian Branch of the A.R.U. 

His fight for the "Woollen Mills" electorate should pro-
vide another seat for Labor in the House of "Reps." in the 
1926 Parliament. 

Originally employed as a Clerk in Melbou rne "Goods," 
he was transferred to various places, including Geelong 
and Seymonr, and gained much practical Railway experi-
ence before taking up work as an Organiser. 

He has on number of occasions, been a delegate to the 
Easter Conference of the Victorian Branch of the A.L.P. 
A young and capable platform man of the vigorous type, 
he should carry the fight into the enemys camp in Cori() 
and swing it back to Labor, and thus join the group of 
Railwaymen who will, it is hoped, take part in the Coun-
cils of the Federal Parliamentary Labor Party, and voice 
the views of the workers of Australia in the next Com-
monwealth Parliament. 

LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEMEN'S GOOD WISHES. 

The "Footplate" extends to these Railway comrades the 
congratulations of the Locomotive Enginemen of Australia 
on their selection to represent Labor in the fight and looks 
forward to November 14th as the day when the electors 
will send them to represent them in the Senate and House 
of representatives. 

Our members can do a great deal for Labor's cause, and 
in this fight all differences should be set aside for the 
great achievement of establishing a workers' Government 
in Australia that will be the forerunner of the great co-
operative Commonwealth which will advance humanity's 
cause. 

ARTHUR S. DRAKEFORD, 
Tattersall's Buildings, 

Swanston Street, 
Melbourne. 

Victorian Loco. Enginemen's Annual Conference 

Unanimously Declare Against " Nationalism " and For " Labor " 

The Annual Conference of the Victorian Division of the A.F.U.L.E. made clear the intention of the Divi-
sion in the present political fight in the following resolution, which was carried unanimously :- 

-
'That this Conference, recognising that the present political fight in the Federal sphere is one in which 

"the whole forces of the money and privileged interests of Australia are ranged against the workers 
"in an underground attack upon Trades Unionism, calls upon the members of this Division of the Aus-
"tralian Federated Union of Locomotive Enginemen to give their whole-hearted support and practical 
"personal services in the effort to bring about the election of a  Federal Labor Government. That to 
"assist effectively in that direction the Federal Executive be requested to secure the co-operation of 
"the other State Divisions of the Union in concentrating their energies upon defeating the `B ruce' 
"Government, which, while refusing to operate existing legislation to enforce the laws governing in-
"dustrial operations in Australia, sought to mislead the Australian people by forcing through Parliament 
"a Deportation Act, violating the principles of Magna Charta, which is repugnant to the ideals and 
"spirit of the Australian workers, and we believe the great body of electors of Australia." 
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