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THE LOGO  THEAT RE  
Cleanliness 	Comfort 	Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures 

Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten 

UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL 
UNIONISTS, you know what the above 

means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
got, help them to keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia has 
the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to the boys and your 
families to 

Support The Loco. 

PROGRAMME CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY 

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE 
em■ 
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MANAGERIAL NOTES. 

"The Footplate" is published 
wonthly. 

All Branch Secretaries and Execu-
tive Officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name, and address to 
them. We do the rest. 

Phone, Central 10235. 

Literary.—To ensure publication, 
contributions must be in not later 
than the 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that "The 
Footplate" is sent to their private ad-
dress, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, and 
forward same also to their Branch 
Secretary. 

"ENGINES AND MEN" 
Get a Copy from 

YOUR BRANCH SECRETARY 

and Read what your Comrades of the 
Footplate in 

GREAT BRITAIN 
have Accomplished. 

Every Loco. Enginemen in Australia 
should -read this history and learn 
for themselves the necessity for being 

financial members of the 
Only Union for Locomotive Running-

Men, the 

AUSTRALIAN FEDERATED UNION 
OF - LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEMEN. 

Read "Engines and Men" 

424 October-November, 1924. 	THE FOOTPLATE. 	 November  17,-1924: 

Nontp1atr. 
"They are slaves who will not dare 

All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

E DI T O R IAL 

FEDERAL ARBITRATION COURT CASE. 

On Wednesday, 5th November, the hearing of Plaint No.34 was com- 
menced by the President of the Federal*Arbitration and Conciliation Court lr. Justice Powers. 

The plaint includes a claim for wages and conditions of labor for mem-
bers of the Australian Federated Union of Locomotive Enginemen in the 
employ of the Commissioners of the State Railways of New South Wales, 
Queensland, Tasmania and Victoria, also the Commonwealth Railways and 
the Shire of Aranac, Queensland. 

This is the first occasion that the Court has been called upon to make 
an award upon matters in dispute that relate solely to those employed by 
the Governments of the various States, as prior to 1920 it was not possible 
for those engaged in "State Instrumentalities" to approach this Court for 
the settling of disputes. 

During 1920 the Amalgamated Society of Engineers applied for an 
award for members employed in "State Instrumentalities," the application 
was objected to by the State Governments, an d .  upon being submitted to the 
High Court pf Australia a ruling was given that those employed in "State 
Instrumentalities" were entitled to approach the Federal Arbitration Court 
in accordance with provisions of the Federal Arbitration and Conciliation 
Act 1904-20. 

An unsuccessful appeal against the decision of the High Court was 
made to the Privy Council. 

The Australian Federated Union of Locomotive Enginemen was formed on 18th September, 1920, and from this date the Locomotive Enginedrivers, 
Firemens and Cleaners' Association ceased to exist. 

One of the first matters undertaken by the Federal Executive was the 
securing of registration as an Industrial Union in accordance with the pro-visions of the Federal Arbitration and Conciliation Act. 

The application for registration was opposed by the State Governments, 
also by several industrial organisations. However, all objections were disposed of and a certificate of registration was issued by the Court. 

Owing to the unsatisfactory wages and conditions under which mem-
bers of this Division worked, the question of approaching the Federal 
Court with the object of securing improvements in both wages and condi-
tions was exhaustively discussed by members from time to time, and it was 
eventually decided by Delegates assembled at the 1922 Annual Conference, 
as instructed by members of respective branches, to request the Federal 
Executive to take the necessary steps to serve a claim for wages and conditions upon the Victorian Railways Commissioners. 

Unfortunately a claim cannot be served upon the employers unless the 
dispute extends beyond the boundary of the State and at this time none of 
the other Divisions were in a position to make common cause in approach-
ing the Court, but during 1923 the New South Wales, Queensland, Tas-
mania and Commonwealth Divisions decided to try out the Federal Court 
as a means of securing an award upon wages and conditions as the results 
obtained through the machinery provided by their respective Governments 
were far from satisfactory, as exemplified by comparison of wages and 
conditions for similar labor in other countries; also by comparison with 
other skilled callings within the States. 

The work of compiling a log for wages and conditions applicable to 
all enginemen throughout Australia was promptly proceeded with, numerous 
suggestions being received from members, this was a very difficult and 
complicated task, as the conditions varied to a great extent in each State, 
and this was the first serious attempt to frame a log that would set up an Australian standard for enginemen. 

The task was eventually accomplished and the log submitted to and 
adopted by  .  members at special meetings called for the purpose during Feb. 1924. 

The log was served upon the  Commissioners on 15th June, 1924, as 
the Commissioners declined to meet representatives of the Union in con-
ference to discuss the claim, or to grant the wages and conditions em-
bodied in the claim, proceedings were taken by plaint, with the result that on Nov. 5th, your representatives appeared for the first time before the Federal Arbitration Court. 
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A definite step has now been taken in the direction of obtaining a 
Nation Wide Award. Our claim for increased wages and improved condi-
tions is just and reasonable. Our case is being handled by the most cap-
able men that we have at our disposal; whilst the witnesses selected to give 
evidence on our behalf are all experienced and practical enginemen, and 
members can rest assured that everything possible is being done to obtain 
for them industrial justice. 

Those who have felt impatient at the delays hitherto experienced in 
obtaining decisions, will soon know the result of our appeal to the Court, 
and it is generally felt and hoped by Australian Enginemen that the 
Award will be such as to relieve the justifiable dissatisfaction which has 
prevailed amongs enginemen for a long time past. 

BRANCH REPORTS. 
ARARAT.—A special mentie way 

held in the Drivera' Room at 2.30 
p.m. on the 26th O^toher, and was 

nresided ove' by the Chairman . 

There was a rood attendance of 
members, when the reso'u+ions from 
Conference were well di-cussed. and 
a motion carried that this Branch. 
in view of the rase now being nro-
pared, confirm its belief in +he FQ-
ecntive. and favors awaitinm the 

award of the Federal Court her-re 

taking wo"e drastic teensnres. The 
delegate's rer.ort of business con-
ducted at the Conference was then 
received, hg. giving. a mood aneem,t . 

of the business carried on. which 
was listened to with grca+ in+e.°cnt-

.At the s'ose of the muting a !hearty 
vote of thanks .was a^corded our 
delegate for the able manner in 
which he had submitted hi, report. 
The meeting r'o^ë1 at 4.30 p.m.—
C. C. GAZZ ABD . 

AR.ARAT.—The usual monthly 
meeting was held ill the Drivers' 
Room on the 12th O^toper, the 
Chairman pre siding over the usual 
attendance. The no '-r ,esnon,aenee was 
read. and received  n  fair amount of 

di,cnss'on  :  after 71'ch the notice 
of motion was rut and disenssed by 

the meeting. On the vo te being. 
taken it resulted in the Iltera9 p 
of the meetings from 10.30 to 
n.m.. on a trial for three months. to 
try to a-hieve a better a ttendance . 

A Mw items were listed for deno-

tation to the Foreman, while oth-
ers were forwarded on to the Exeral 
five. On completion of 
business the meeting c'o -el at 12.0 
p.m.—C. C. GAZZARD. 

BFNDTGO —The usual monthly 
meeting of the Bendimn Branch was 
held in the Drivers' Room on S1,1- 
day. 12 1 1 October, T'resident Fur-
long, in the chair and a large atten-
dance of members. Correspondence 
and Conference Delegates' reports 
were dealt will, and all caused a 
considerable amount of discussion. 
rite !Conference De'era+e,' re-
ports were referred to general busi-
ness to enah'e members free discus-
sion. At times the discussion was 
very heated, and resolutions and 
counter resolutions were moved, 
and a general element of dissatis- 

tion was displayed. However, fin-
ally it was decided to adjourn the 
reports and discuss the matter at 
a snecial meeting to he held on the 
26th October. It is anticinated that 
a  100 per cent. attendance will he 
present, as all members are taking 
a  very keen interest in the matter. 
Of late members have heen taking 
a very keen interest in Bran' mat-
ters, and T anticipate the next ordi-
nary meeting, viz., nomination of of-
ficers will he largely attended, and 
there is going to he plenty of fight 
put into the contest. 

We have been pretty busy here 
during the last few months. and it 
seems as if the 'busy season has al-
most arrived. It has been né-essary 
to get a number of extra ,drivers into 
the denot. to cone with the work. 
The quality of coal sunnlied to the 
engines at present is causing  a  'ot 
of trouble, and if there is no im-
provement it will cause a lot of 
delay and trouble to traffic when 
the rush really does start. R'11.1 

all good wishes,—S. F. BROGAN. 

CENTRAL.—The ordinary monthly 
meeting was held on the 12th O^t . 

There was only  a  fair attendance 
of members. 

Comrade F. Judkins was chairman. 
There was a lot of eorresnonlence 
dealt with, amongst which was  a 
letter from the Executive counsel-
ling member, to do nothing that. 
might ieonardise our claim before 
the Arbitration Court. 

It is to he honed that the award 
of the Federal Court wilt ease a lot 
of the discontent that exist, at 
present. and that will mean that  a 
substantial rise in wages will have 
to he awarded and our working 
conditions imnrovel considerably. 

Nominations were taken for Gene-
ral Officers and Executive, and, iu' 1 r-
ing by the enthusiasm disnlaved. 
there ,should he keen comnetition 
for Executive nesitions. There was 
a  notification from Annual Confer-
ence. asking that a special meet-
ing be held on October 26th to de-
cide whether we should accent the 
Arbitration Court or ann'v rules and 
regulations to our working condi-
tions. 

A report was read, showing that 
a prominent Transportation Officer 
had reported that damage to trucks 
was caused by rough shunting by 
Drivers in New Yard. 

The humor of the situation arises 
when we know that trucks are 

 simply "drooped off" in New Yard, 
and that no shunting takes place. 
It roes to show that the Loco. is 
blamed for all that happens. Engine-
men are the chopping block for the 
who's service at present. Quite a 
number of grievances were rectified 
during the month, and shows that 
Officers of the organisation are alive 
to their duty and responsibility. 

Twenty nominees for admission to 
membership were elected, and  a  num-
ber of nominations  received. Several 
lo-al complaints were listed for in-
vestigation as follows:—Blanking of 
water gauge-glasses  ;  damaged state of 
hand-rails and foot-plates on  pilot 

 engines; men working on their wrong 
shifts; cutting out of time at Sey-
mour on Saturday nights when wait-
ing under transportation orders to 
bring train home, and other com-
plaints of  a  minor nature. The meet-
ing closed at 4.45 p.m. 

A special meeting was held on 
October 26th', and after a long dis-
cussion, a motion was carried recom-
mending Executive to take certain 
measures immediately to bring about 
an amelioration of our working con-
ditions.—W. LEWTS. 

COLAO—The usual monthly meet-
ing of the Cola.. Branch was he'd on 
Sunday. 12+11. inst., Driver Mallett 
ocennied the chair. 

Owing to our Secretary being on 
annual leave. Diver Colcott acted in 
his nlace. 

After the reading of the minutes. 
corresnon den ee came on. A letter 
from the DR SS was discussed. 

and it was notl^ed by those ore 
sent,  that  a  good many of nur re-
quests are being attenrlod to 

In the ah=enne of th.- N^ors T e"c--
general business rape on for d:s 

cussion. There were very mapv 

.grievances. hot one that the Plea- , 
 ers attach mnch im"or+ance to is 

the state of the wood sent here to 
light un engines with. 

By all annearances this won-1  has 
been lying water'o^ - red for ye ar s 

 The night shift cleaner has to de-
pend on getting the coal to light. 
which means that for the l ast month 
or so it is lust  a  gamble whether 
you have sufficient steam for the 
crew to take over on arrival. eon-
sisering the adverse cohd'+ions 
which the cleaner, have to contend 
with here. All engines, with the 
exception of one narrow gap»e _ be-
ing out in the oven. I think we at 
least should be shown sryme consid-
eration in the matter of rood n'oed. 
As  there was no more business the 
meeting was de-la-T-1  closed at 4.15 
p.m.—J. J. O'BETRNE. 

HAMILTON.—The monthly meet-
ing of the Hamilton Sub-Branch was 
held in the Drivers' Room on Sun-
day, October 12. Mr. R. Cornell 
presided  in  the  absence  of  the  chair -- 

	 all  



man, over  a  gond attendance of in  
bers.  

After the previous minute, v  
confirmed and corresnnndenec  rl 
with the conies of rennrts sub  
tell to the Confe°epee were aft  
tive'y listened fo . 

A few grievances we 	hron  
forward and will he snhmitted 

l 13.Sthe 1.S T The n"a ■ ity of w 
slinn'iel for lightin g  un n iP'no„es  
brough t gin a'1d  11  denotation  
waif anon the T) R _ S.T. and De  
Fo "eman with  a  view to having  T 
ter ona'ity st l n n'i e l .  Th wood  

aids of waet- a from Oovornment  m 
and in length- nn to six feet. 1  
have been info•me  i  that it is nn i N  
tria'. but every effort will he m  

to have a. hotter fna'ity  "don't 
INro.k is n'enfifttl at nrecent, nn a  
count of two ballast trains bai  
run; so nn to the n•'osent. it h  
heel lm"o;sih'e fo  work o ff  the ho  
days.—W. PHTT POTT.  

.TOLTITONT —The .Tr'i' o ,t Bran  
held its ordina~v meeting- in t  
T.oco TTatl nn S'mday. 1Tth Sente'  
ber, Mr. (anti h the (-hair. The  
was  a  fair attendance or mernh n  
and grievance, were 	n'o tifi 
Amongst the many emmn'aints tv 
the long shift on Saturdays. 	Me 
hers complain that 90 per mett e  
the workers have  a  short day o 
Satudays; hot the lot  of the Plc 
Train 'Driveris best the onnosit 
Their hours. or .shifts. as they a 
eatlëd, are ionoer on Saturdays fl i p 
on week da ys. and the me'nhe 
have a decided ohiection to thon 
long shifts on Satiirdays. and carets 
a reso'ution of nrntes't. to that. offer' 
and instructed the Chairman an 
Secretary to endeavor to hove thi 
grievance rectified. 	Aro`h"- corn 
Plaint was in reference to the dis 
tant ;signal. Members consider tha 
it is about time an alteratio n  wo 
made in the eo'or of the light ose 
in this signal, and carried a rero'n 
Lion that a yellow Tight be suhstitnf 
ed for the red lir`tt; or failing this 
that the driver shon'd stun at th 
distant signai, as under the ore^-en 
system there is -o way to dlstingnish 
the distant si gn al from the home 
signal at night time Mr Cla .nn's 
slogan: "Safety First." This nr'ev 
once was cent, on to the Executive 
for consideration. There was a num-
ber of other grievances dealt with 
the members, tacking foil advanta"e 
in discussing them. The next bulgi-
ness was the voting of £20 to the 
Melbourne Hoanitai. This £c0  

the proceeds of the hospital hex 
collections on nay days, and Mr. J. 
Ganit was se'ected by the mceti•"g 
to nay the '£20 to the Hosnital with 
a view of making him a  lire  gover- 
nor. Mr. Garait, in a very neat 
sneech, thanked the members for 
the honor conferred on him. The 
Annna' Conference Ageida Paner 
was then discussed, and directions 
given to the Branch Delegates. The 
meeting n'nsed at 5.40 p.m. — J. 

CROUGH. 

cm- 	JOLTMONT.—The Jo'imo-it Branch 
held its ordinary meeting in the 

-pro 	Loco. Hall on Sunday, Oct. 12th. 
^a'± 	Ti the absence of  the  Chairman, 
nit- 	Mr. R. Tleveney was voted to the 
en- 	chair. Minutes of previous meeting 

were read and co'ifirme1. There was 
-ht 	a  fair attendance of members. Be- 

te 	fore any business was transacted 
and 	the Chairman brought under notice 

eras 	of the meeting the sad and nntime'y 
will  •  death of our late comrade Matthew 
not 	:resent Ryan, who was killed at, 
ret- 	Flinders Street Railway Station by 
nn - 	nn un Oak'eigh train. 	Thrmil-*ryt ill 	the death of Mr. Ryan the A.R U.L. 
ve 	E. has loot one of its best members, 
✓ ri 	and the deepest symnathv of the 
.tr, 	members goes out to his widow and 

e 1. family in their great and sad loss. 
A reso'ution was carried instructing 
the Secretary to write a letter of 

as 	symanthv to Mrs. Ryan and family. 
li- 	Members up-standing.  

A num̂lber of grievance: were  B 

h brought 'forward, and amongst them 
he wars a, protest against the system of 

bringing a man on  to work on 71.'g 1 

MA RYBOROTTGH.—Meeting of the 
Maryhorough Branch held in the 
Workers Hall on 12th October. 
President P. Palmer occupied the 
chair. A fair nu mher were present, 
owing to the fact that a number 
of our comrades attended the funeral 
of the wife of one of our comrades. 
A fair number of items were dealt 
with in general business. Our mates 
up North, at Onven, complain ah- 
out the inconvenienc e  they nut un 
with whilst washing out their ash - 
pan. Some eighteen months ago this 
item was bronaht un at the coal eon- 
serva.tion board, and it was then 
decided to plane a row of bricks 
down the centre of pit to protect 
their feet from getting wet: hut the 
Promise has not been fulfilled.' A 
bitter discussion  took n'ace against 
the "K" a'lowing the hankini,, 
of K" class engines in this di.s- 
rict. Enginemen are havnig a rough 
pin, and it is nothing to see a 

draw-bar go, or a broken counting. 
The strain on the nerves of Engine. 
men is great, from the time fie 
eaves Maryhoro'gh until he reaches 
if Arnaud. ,This district stands 
ut alone from any other. Those 

resnonsible for the banking of those.. 
ngines are not satisfied in knowing 
hat the engine crew are now hand- 
ing double the load with the non-er 
f one engine bringing in twice the -  - evenue that they did in the oast, n tl, unfortunate to say, still re- 
iving nothing extra, in nay for the 

xtra burden n'aced urea them. We 
'ould he nerfectly iustifie•1 in say-  • 
g that they would have the auda- 
ty to ask that  a  "C" class g,?e 

 anked. The shifts on the pi'ot here re anyhow, so a scheme was nut 
p by one of our young drivers, 
od was accented by the meeting 

soon as it was put, so it is honed 
at, it will be granted when we go 

the next deputation. Our corn- 
des running on the Pinncrno track 
e  asking for side curtains, as their 
nditions un that part. are fairly 

a.ri. We regret to report that nur 
 

grade Lou, Price, of Marvbor-
gh, has suffered a sad loss in the 
ath of his wife. who nassed away 
ceptiona'ly suddenly, leaving  tiro  
ry young children, not able to 
arise their loss. The sad news cast 
gloom in the shed amongst his  
tes. I am pleased to say a fine 
of his workmates gathered at the 

house and marched to the cemetery-  -
This Branch extends to Lou our 
heartfeit sympathy, and 'hone that 
he will be given the strength and 
courage to stand the loss of the one 
he cherished. A. scheme was nut 
forth, by someone that a lighter-nn 
he brought on at 4 p.m. on Sunday 
afternoon, for what purpose we do 
not know; b lot, unfortunate'v the 
lighter-up brought on last Sunday 
was one of our cleaners. T tinder-
stand he was not allowed to light rap 
any engines until the usual time al-
lowed, so it annears that he was 
there for no suitable purpose, and as 
our Union has no  time for Sunday  

• 
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KORTTMBTTRRA. — The o ^•di , ary meeting was hold in the Class Room 
on Sunday, 12th October, at.  10 110 
a.m. The attendance was eight. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed. The cnrresnnn- 
dence was then read and dealt with. 
Two candidates were e'eeted. The 
general business was then gone on 
with, there being little doing in that. 
line. Mr. Thompson then 'gave his 
report on the Annual Conferene 
proceedings, which was well worth 
listening to.—P. A. LEHMAN. 

'i- 	 ou 

	

day off witht eying ti  him ŝufii^ sent 	.
S  • notice. 	A reso'iition was carrel, 

instructing the Chairman and Sec- 
rl. 	retary to get at least two days' 

t  

"f  

m- 	retire if a man was to he brought 

	

on the day he is off duty, unless 	t 
 in cases of extreme-  emergency. Tt i' 	

wa.s also hrong 	e ht limo r 	 r 
of the meeting 	t 	the  notice 	a n, 	 g the eosins nn of the 	a re ca"ony windows in the van. 	The 
members ohiected to this as it 
makes the mo`o ,°man's cab very done 

rp and interfered with the reading of  
the stations on the destination hoard. 	

ei 
The Chairman and Secretary were 	ei 

d 	instructed to endeavor to have this 	b 

s 	practice stormed. The motion and 	u amendment from Anneal Cnnfex ' eice 
were then debated. There was a, 	a  

t  good, deal of discussion on this all- 	ass 
imno•tant subie'!- and it was de- 	fh  • cued to hold a sneaial meeting o,n 	on 
the 26th Octoher t o  consider the 	ra 
who's business. There was a nom- 	ar 

h 
he'- of other grievances dealt with. 	ha 
Then came the nomination of Gene- 

• cal Officers and Executive for 19°-5. 	Co 
Members were nominate- freely for de 

the Executive about 12 being nomi- 
	de 

nated: but when it came to sign- 	ve 
ing the nomination naner there were 	re 

gusto only five who would face the 	re 
to represent. To'imont Branch on the 	a ma  
Executive. The meeting c'osed at l ot  6 p.m.—J. CROUGH. 
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work, it is to be hoped that dur 
boys will not be asked to spend their 
Sabbath days in the wrong place. 
There is a great habit of tenders be-
ing disconnected and allowed to 
hang over the turntable. This is a 
dangerous practice whilst engines are 
being turned and an inconvenience 
to Enginemen. Something that has 
the name of kerosene has been is-
sued to our cleaners. It is said that 
cleaners using this substitute, who 
have a cut on their hands, have felt 
the same throbbing all night. It 
is a pity that a sample was not sent 
to the analyst for the purpose of 
finding out what this kerosene con-
tained. As there was no more busi-
ness the meeting closed at 6 p.m.—
F. N.  PALMER  

STATE MINE.—A meeting of the 
local Branch of the A.F.U.L.E. was 
held in the Drivers' Room at 10.30 
a.m. The Drivers' Room was well 
packed with the members of the 
Branch. Mr. Morphet occupied the 
chair. A few of the members were 
very militant at times concerning 
their views on direct action. Cormade 

Stibbs gave an impressive address 
to the members present. It was 
then moved that we support the mo-
tion that we assist our Executive 
in going to the Arbitration Court 
with our grievances. The motion 
was then put before the members 
and was carried unanimously. It 
was also decided to publish the de-
cision of members in the local press. 
The meeting closed at 12 noon.—H. 
GOULD. 

STATE MINE.—A meeting of the 
A.F.U.L.E. was held in the Drivers' 
Room on the 12th instant. The meet-
ing was well attended by the mem-
bers of the Branch. Mr. Morphet 
presided. The minutes were read 
and confirmed. Comrade Stibbs gave 
a very interesting address concerning 
matters of the News Letter. Many 
members are aggrieved with the 
time that is allowed them for visit-
ing the doctor for visual examina-
tion. It was decided to leave it to 
the General Secretary to fix matters 
up. The action taken in wiring 
to our delegate at Conference, pro-
testing against a driver being booked 
firing on a "C" class engine to 
learn the roads and signals, was en-
dorsed by the meeting, and appre-
ciation expressed to the delegate 
for having this matter at once 
brought under notice of the Super-
intendent of Loco. Running. The 
meeting closed at 1 p.m.—H, 
GOULD. 

SEYMOUR.—The usual monthly 
meeting of the Seymour Branch of 
the A.F.U.L.E. was held in the Fed-
eral Hall (Lodge Room) on Sunday, 
October 12, at 2.30 p.m. Mr. A. R. 
Lambden occupied the chair to a  

large attendance of members. 	It 
is quite evident that members are 
now convinced that they can assist 
themselves very materially by at-
tending Branch meetings. It is 
very gratifying to the officers of the 
Branch to see the attendance in-
creasing every meeting. Next meet-
ing will be nomination day for elec-
tion of office-bearers for the year 
1925, and it is to be hoped and ex-
p ected that those members who at 
recent meetings have proved their 
ability to assist their Union will 
allow their  '  names to be placed; 
up en the ballot papers. There has 
been a little dissatisfaction over 
the method adopted in the booking 
of men on week-end rest jobs, but 
we expect to nave this matter plac-
ed on a more satisfactory footing 
within the next week or two. The 
system of booking men on twice in 
the one day has now beenabolished 
and members are much more con-
tented as a result of this. A joint 
deputation front the Seymour Branch 
of the A.R.U. and our Union waited 
upon the Shire Council on Monday, 
October 13th, and requested that cer-
tain electric lights be left burning 
all night, for the convenience of 
men going to and returning from 
duty. The deputation was well re-
ceived and the request granted. 
Switches are to be placed on the 
posts of these lights, and it is to be 
left to the men concerned to put 
these lights out at daybreak. The 
installation of the necessary wires 
and switches will cost the Council 
just on £100. This little matter 
a_one should demonstrate to members 
how much can be accomplished 
the ough their Union. A large amount 
of business had to be held over till 
next meeting, including a notice of 
motion to review the goods roster. 

The special meeting called for 
Sunday, October 26, to consider and 
discuss the motion and amendment 
forwarded front the Annual. Confer-
ence was the largest and most rep-
resentative held in Seymour for 
many years past. A large number 
of members made some very inter-
esting speeches, and the discussion, 
while at times a bit heated, left no 
doubt as  to where the Seymourl 
Branch stands. It is evident that 
members are alive to the fact that 
they will have to use some more 
drastic measures than they have 
used in the past to have their many 
grievances rectified, and their just 
claims considered.—B. FLANAGAN. 

Railwaymen at HealesTille have 
taken an active interest in politi-
cal matters, and the formation of a 
branch of the Australian Labor 
Party there is largely due to their 
efforts. 

Comrade W. Ryan is rendering 
valuable assistance as Secretary. 

SPARKS. 
Loco. men were well represented 

at the Triennial Conference of the 
Australian Labor Party, held in Mel-
bourne recently. Comrade H. George 
Secretary of the South Australian 
Division, was one of the delegates 
from South Australia, while Com-
rade J. J. Kenneally, Secretary of 
the West Australian Division, was 
a delegate from West Australia. 

These two comrades havë been 
actively associated with the Labor 
Movement for a number of years. 
Herb. George is the Treasurer of 
the South Australian Party and Jim 
Kenneally is Vice-President of the 
Federal Executive. 

The following, who have been se-
Iected as witnesses in support of 
our claim before the Arbitration 
Court, are riming a busy time:— 

Commonwealth: Mr. H. Griffen; 
New South Wales: Mr. B. Chifley; 
Queensland: Mr. J. Valentine; Tas-
mania: Mr. E. M. Cunningham; Vic-
toria: Messrs. J. Crough (electric), 
and S. Samson (steam), but the busi-
est man of all is our able advocate, 
Mr. A. S. Drakeford. 

The case re-opens on Thursday, 
20th November, in  No. 1 Arbitra-
tion Court, Lansdale Street. Any 
members having an hour or two to 
spare would be well advised to at-
tend the Court and hear first-hand 
what is being placed before the 
Court' both by the Department and 
the Union. For particulars as to 
time of hearing, see Law Notices 
in morning papers. 

Special Notics. 

Members are reminded that 

the financial year closes on 15th 

December, and all dues owing 

should be paid before this date. 

Assist your Branch Secretary 

by promptly paying amount ow-

ing; also assist by asking your 

mate if he _has . paid up . to the 

end of the financial year 
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TASMANIAN DIVISION 
 

M 
ual benefit to  the  men and the De- fo 
partment, by practical demonstration m 
and instruction, rather than perform im 
the  duties of enquiry  agent  as appears fa 
to  be the case at present. ap  

The  Chief Mechanical Engineer has w  
promised to issue list  of  sample 	no questions for  the  guidance of mens- 	ra bers going up  for  promotion. 	car The question  of Assistant Charge- 	do men's duties are  being  looked into, 
with  the  view of the old  practice 	pa  
of Gauger  Cleaner_ being reverted 	al to  on  night  duty. is The  loading  for "T"  class engines 	be on the D.V. line  is set down at 300 	at tous,  or equal to 30  waggons. 	m Members are reminded  that with dr 
the  advent  of  large  rail  motors for 	an use  in  the  service,  the Commission- 	tiv er  has promised  that the motor driv- 	is  
ers are to be chosen from the ranks 	ens 

MANAGERIAL NOTES.  

All communications to be ad-
dressed to the "Manager," care  

of Assistant or Divisional Secre-
tary, A.F. U.L.E., Tasmanian Go-
vernment Railways, Launceston.  
Correspondents must attach their  
Dame and address, not necessarily  
for publication.  
Literary contributions to be in the  

hands of the above not later than  

the first Saturday in each month.  

The Manager shall decline to for-
ward ion.  puolicalam any article that  
in his juugment will prove detri-
mental to the interests of the Fed-
eration or respective divisions.  

AFFILIATION MATTERS.  

The question of the refund of the  
amount expended in legal representa-
tion before the recent Royal Corn-
mission has received a rough handl-
ing by Parliament. After first  
passing though both Houses and re-
ceiving loyal assent, and thereby be-

'coming law, as the hon. the Speaker  
in the Assembly pronounced it, dur-
ing the end of last session, a most  
unusual thing happened, and the  
Bill was re-submitted to the As-
sembly by a member of the Govern-
ment, and  a  promise was given the  
House that the money wound not be  
paid until  •  members had an opportun-
sty to express an opinion thereon,  
and re-consider the item.  

Unfortunately for those concerned,  

the item was recently re-submiti  
ted under the heading of the `' Re-
imbursement Bill." It was chopped  
and changed by the Assembly and  
reduced from £846 to £425, and  
when the same carne before the  
Council it was rejected altogether.  

Further attention is being given  
the matter by the Affiliation, and  

the representatives of the joint Ex-
ecutive ate making representations  
to as many members of the House  
that it is possible to get in touch 
with, with tile view of having our 
viewpoint given the fullest con-; 
sideration, and it is felt that with 
the facts before them that we are 
able to supply, horn. members will 
appreciate the justice of our claim. 

The Minister for Railways defini-
tely promised that if the charges, 
such' as unsafe working, waste, and 
excessive expenditure were sus-
tained our expenses would be paid 
by the Government. The Commis-
sioner for Railways was suspended 
immediately  the  Commission's report 
was  made, and those things that we 
claimed we would  prove to be  true 
were given  as  the reason for his  

suspension. It seems quite logical 
therefore that the men should claim 
that such charges were unquestion-
ably sustained, and look to the  Par-
liament  of  the day to honor the then 
Minister for Railways' promise. 

CURRENT EVENTS. 

The  new boat express, introduced 
by  the  Commissioner, has been the  
subject  of  complaint from the men, 
due  to  the long and excessive mile-
age—lions 116  to  210  miles in the 
trip.  An improvement has been 
eeected,  but this is still considered 
most  unsatisfactory, and is receiv-
ing  further attention. 

in  regard  to  the engine accommo 
modatioi at Devonport, the Com-
missioner has promised to look into 
this  matter  on  his next visit to that 
depot. 

Rnginemen, members on the West 
Coast have not yet been paid penalty 
sates, which operate retrospectively 
back as far as  1st dais. 1923. Fur-
ther representation has now been 
made  to  the C.M.E.'s office, with 
the  view  of  having a Board award 
and  Departmental promises  extend-ing  over some months carried -  out. 

hates  of  pay of Firemen Welsh 
and Parsons, of  Wynyard and  Zee-
hart  respectively,  have  been adjust-
ed in accord  with  regulations gov-
erning promotion. 

The  Chief Mechanical Engineer, re-
plying  to  a deputation of your rep-
resentatives, promised to again take 
the  matter of supplying  Drivers -in-Charge  at out-stations with signed 
privi.ege tickets,  with  the Commis-
sioner's Office, with a view to the 
ofd  practice being reverted to. 

The  duties of the Loco. Inspector 
are at present being looked into by 

 

the  Chief Mechanical Engineer. The 
purpose is for this officer's duties to 
be re-organised, so as  to  be of mut- 

of Enginemen. Those chosen will 
be required to pass an examination 
in this class of work, for which 
facilities will be granted, and the 
idea is to grant a bonus above ordi- 
nary rates of pay where a deten- 
tion of not more than five min 
utes occurs on the trip owing to 
mechanical  troubles. 

PROMOTION. 

"The Footplate" extends its con- 
gratulations to Chargemen Driscoll 
and Turner on their promotion to 
the  position of Loco. Foremen, at 
Hobart  and Launceston, respectively. 

GENERAL. 

Following on from the report of 
the  annual m ^eetin- of the Tassy 
Division, which appeared in the Sep- 
tember issue of "Tire Footplate,"'- 
members will remember that defi- 
nite instruction was given by them 
to the Executive, that the question 
of  the excessive hours that have 
been,  and still are, being worked. 
be  immediately taken up With the 
Administration, to have improve- 
ments made. This was done imme- 
diately after the Conference. The 
position was placed before the Com-
missioner on two subsequent depu- 
tations, and a. request as to what 
relief he was prepared to afford to 
bring the  hours  down to something 
near  humane. 

On October 17th the Commissioner 
assured your representatives that he 
would make a definite statement in 
regard to the main line goods work- 
ing, north-east, and north and south 
work in a fortnight. 

While  the foregoing represents the 
position that we have reached, one 
could not by any stretch of imagina- 
tion say it is a satisfactory one. 
Members feel that they have been 
carrying the burden of long, exces- 
sive hours for some years, and  have 
said quite definitely that the posi- 
tion must alter. 

The Commissioner and the Chief 
echanical Engineer agree that re- 
rm is necessary, but to operate 
•esent time - tables and on a 10-hour 
aximum basis would cost approx- 
ately £2,000, and in view of  the 

 et that a Commissioner has been 
pointed to try to make the rail 
ays pay, even though such were 
t constructed to be profitable, but 
ther to open up the country, one 
n  readily see the impossible posi-
n that has been created. 
During the month  a  visit was 
id to Launceston by the Division

-

Secretary (Mr. Cunningham), who 
assisting  in  preparing a case to 
submitted to  the  Federal Court 
an  early date. He attended  a 

ass meeting of members and ad-
essed them on the Federal position 
d explained the Federal  Execu-e's  views  on the discontent that 
extremely  prominent at the pres-
t time. He believed  the  Court  
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would remedy their grievances, and 
thought they could not do better 
than adopt the Executive's advice 
and be patient for a  •  little longer, 

 to give the Court a chance. 
Unfortunately, members subsequent-

ly carried a resolution disagreeing 
with the Federal Executive's view-
point, and urging for more drastic 
action to be taken to effect a rem - 
ed

lhere is sufficient indication that 
the men have reached the height 
of endurance, and, as far as the Cen-
tral Branch is concerned, were not 
backward in saying so. 

' LEVEL CROSSINGS. 
In reply to a request for a con-

feienee with the Hon. the Minis-
ter for Rai ways, Commissioner of 
Police, and the Hon. the Attorney -
Cerreral, and representatives of the 
A..&. U.L.E., to discuss the question 
of disregard of motorists (BIN/fag- over 
railway. crossings in face or ap-
proaching trains, the Secretary to 
the lion. the Minister for Railways 
over date of September 27th writes: 

I am directed by the Hon. the_ 
Minister for Railways to acknow-
ledge receipt of your letter of the 
23rd inst., regarding motorists driv-
ing over road crossings, in face of 
an approaching train. In reply I 
have to advise you that this matter 
has recently been the subject of cur -
respoudence between the Minister, 
l'o-ice, and Crown Law Departments. 
Under the Railway Management Act 
the onus of proving the offence was 
knowing:y and wilfully commit-
ted rests with the Crown, and unless 
evidence is forthcoming that the per -
son is known to have seen the train 
approaching, or to have been. racing 
to cross before the train, it is very 
difficult to obtain a conviction. The 
Parliamentary Draftsman has, there -
lore been instructed to draft an 
amendment to the Act, for its sub-
mission to Parliament, casting the 

 onus of proving the act was not 
done knowing:y or wilfully on the 
accused person. 

From the foregoing it will be seen 
that there is no necessity to arrangb 
the conference asked for by, you. 

Replied to as follows over date of 
October 2nd, 1924: 

''1 am directed to Say the outcome 
of the proposed amendment to the 
present law will be watched with 
interest by members, whose sole de-
sire in asking for conference was: 
'Safety First'." 

"For the information contained in 
your letter I have to thank you, and 
express the hope that my members 
object wi.l be achieved when the 
Act is amended." 

RE-ORGANISA'1`lON. 

With the advent of the new Com-
missioner we have had something 
like uniformity in regard to obser-
vance of regulations governing re- 

â . 

tiietiieut from the service upon 
reaching the age limit. 

Reports have  appeared in recent 
issues of "The Footplate" of the 
retirement of Certain officers. The 
latest to receive notice of retire-
ment from the service include::- 

'Ihe .secretary for Railways: Mr. 
Winterson.  ,. 

-  . The Chief Engineer of Existing 
Lines: Mr. Nairn. 

The Chief  .  Draftsman: Mr. Mason. 
Loco. Foreman, Launceston: Mr. 

Bagley.  I t I is 
Two Drivers: Messrs. Harvey and 

Daniels. I. 
All of whose services verge on the 
half century mark. 

The regrettable feature of the re-
tiring members from the service is 
that with the exception of the re-
tiring allowance, which is one week's 
pay for  each year's service, no pro -
vision is made_ for the day which 
we all must face in our turn. 

Speaking of the Loco. Foreman, 
Mr. Bagley, who was a member of 
the A.F.U.L.E. for many years prior 
to his appointment to the position 
of Foreman in Launceston, and al-
though not an active member, he 
was not one of those who were con-
tinually complaining of what the 
Officers of the Union were doing. 

Drivers Daniels and Harvey, who 
are about to retire, were also old 
members of the Union, and in the 
Case of the latter, was for some 
years an active member of the Ex-
ecutive.  I  f  l; 

`The 'Footplate" extends to those 
comrades their best wishes, and ex-
presses-  the hope that' their declin-
ing years may be filled with a fair 
share of the good things of  .  this 
life. 

JOIN THE 

Loco Self-Denial 
Fund. 

NO ENTRANCE FEE. 

CONTRIBUTIONS, 6d. per Week 

BENEFITS 	.. £1 per Week 

DEATH LEVY, ls. per Member 
Over 800 Members have joined this 

Fund. 

Get a Rule Book on Joining 

DO IT NOW AND HELP YOURSELF 

S. SAMSON, Secretary. 

-  136 Ross Street, Port Melbourne. 

MONTH BY MONTH. 
TRANSFER EXPENSES. 

Thri ver Ogle, of Ararat, was the 
successful applicant for th•e posi-
tion of Driver at Crowes, and was 
notified that the departmental resi-
dence would be available for him. Upon arrival at Crowes he found 
that the departmental residence was 
still occupied by Driver Maxwell, 
whose place he had to take. It 
was therefore necessary for Driver 
Ogre, his wife and family, to secure 
accommodation for five days. 

claimed  a refund of 
expended,but this was refused by the C.M.E., on the grounds that un-der the  Board's award, there was 

claimed
no power to pay the expenses he 

The matter was submitted to the 
Commissioners, who have now ruled 
that Driver Ogle is to receive a 
refund of three-fourths of the 
amount expended for board and lodg-ing for his wife and family, it be-
ing contended by the Commission-
ers that this would be the actual 
out-of-pocket expenses of Driver 
Ogle, as had he been able to occupy the Departmental House upon ar-
rival, he would then have had to 
pay the ordinary living expenses of 
himself, wife, and family. 

A similar decision has been ob-
tained for Fireman Fraser, who, was 
the successful applicant for the va-
cancy l'ar Fireman at Warrackuabeal, 
but upon arrival there found the 
departmental ho-use had not been va-
cated by Fireman Gilchrist, so Fire-
man Fraser had to make arrange-
ments for board and lodging for 
himself, wife, and family. 

Fireman Brain was transferred 
from Traralgon to Ballarat. Being 
unable to secure  a  house upon ar-rival, he claimed expenses for him-
self, in accordance with the Board's 
Award, and was paid the first. seven 
days. He purchased a  ho-use,  but 
had to wait several days before he 
could occupy same. He claimed ex-
penses for himself, wife and family, 
but they were refused by the C.M.E. 
oil the grounds that Fireman Brain 
bad not satisfied the Department 
that house accommodation was not 
available, and  -unless he did this he 
could not be paid expenses under 
the Board's award. 

The matter was taken up with the 
Commissioner's office, and the Com-
missioners have declined to pay, ex-
penses except for the first seven 
days for Fireman Brain only. No 
expenses were allowed for his wife 
and  _  family whilst waiting for a 
house, except the expenses due un-
der the Board's Award whilst wait-
ing for furniture. 

Owing to the uncertainty of se-
curing a  ho-use  Fireman Brain ar-
ranged llr his poultry to be left 
at Traralgon, and forwarded later, 
He was charged freight for same, 
and the . Commissioners have alaq 
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declined to refund the freight and 
cartage expenses on the poultry, as 

-  the Commissioners contend that all 
household effects should have been 
transferred at the one time. 

Fireman Fowler, of Northh, Melt 
bourne, was transferred from North 
Melbourne to Bendigo for the last 
busy season. Owing to the period 
of absence being less than three 
months, he claimed one month's' 
expenses for a temporary transfer 
for a singe man, The  claim was 
refused on the grounds that Fireman 
Fowler had been permanently trans-
ferred to Bendigo, and although the 
period at Bendigo was less than 
three months, he was not entitled 
to expenses, as  he was again per-
manentiy transferred back to North 
Melbourne owing to a shortage of 
qua.ined firemen at North Mel-
bourne. 
The matter was taken up with 

the C.M.E's. Office, it being point-
ed out that Fireman Fowler re-
ceived a similar notification to all 
ocher firemen who were temporarily 
transferred for the busy season, and 
who were paid expenses. 

The C.M.E. decruied to grant the 
claim, so the matter was taken up 
wich the Commissioners' Office, and 
after obtaining reports and consider-
ing the matter for a number of 
months, it has now been decided 
to pay Fireman Fowler one month's 
expenses as  a temporary, tr ansfer. 

TRIP ALLOWANCES. 
Driver Megson and Fireman Brady, 

were ou the Fern Tree Gully rest job 
on 161;h June, 1924. Owing to the 
condition of the Department's rest 
house, they declined to sleep in 
same, so made their own arrange-
ments for accommodation elsewhere, 
reported the matter, and claimed re-
fund of 2s. 6d„ charged for a bed. 

The  matter was taken up with 
the C.M.E's. office, when, after ob-
taining reports from various officials, 
it was decided that Driver Megson 
and mate should be allowed 2s. 3d. 
bed allowance as provided for under 
the Board's Award. 

The fact of Driver Megson report-
ing the matter has had the desired 
effect of the rest house receiving 
proper attention, and being kept in 
a fit state for occupation. 

Cleaner Hill, of Traralgon, was 
booked 8 a.m., cleaning, and in-
structed to travel by, the 12.25 p.m. 
Traralgon to Stratford to assist the 
Train Examiner. He was notified 
to finish duty in sufficient time to 
go ;home and have his dinner before 
travelling by, the 12.25 p.m., and 
was not allowed expenses in accord-
ance with the Board's Award, which 
provides that au employee when re-
quired to travel from his home sta-
tion before 12.30 p.m. is entitled 
to meal allowance for dinner. 

The matter was reported by Glean-
er Hill, and submitted by,  the Branch 
tQ ,live Commissioners, who ruled; 

that in cases such as these, the 
Officer-in-Charge was to see that 
the employee was allowed to go 
home to obtain his meal, and not 
to pay expenses. 

The matter was taken up with 
the Commissioners' Office, and a 
protest lodged against the provisions 
of the Board's Award being evaded 
by the  Department. The previous 
ruling was then reversed and Clean-
er Hill has been paid the expenses 
due to him. 

Notwithstandingthis ruling, a fur-
ther case occurred where Fitters'-
Assistant Dunbar was instructed to 
travel passenger from Traralgon by 
the 5.57 p.m. on 11th July, 1924, 
and was not paid a meal allowance 
for his tea, as  the Board's Award 
provided that if an employee is re-
quired to travel from hits home sta-
tion before 6 p.m., he is entitled to 
expenses fpr tea. 

'Ibis matter had also to be taken 
up, and Fitter's-Assistant Dunbar 
has now been returned the 2s. 3d. 
meal allowance. 
MEDICAL EXPENSES REFUNDED. 
Motorman Scully has now received 

the refund of medical expenses in-
curred by, him, owing to injuries 
received on duty on the 9th May, 
1923, The claim for expenses was 
refused, but the matter was plac-
ed before the Commissioners by dep-
utation on the 3rd June, 1924, when 
the Commissioners promised to re-
consider the decision, owing to the 
fact that the method of securing  
the hand rail which gave way with 
Motorman Scully, had been altered, 
and, instead of being secured with 
screws, the hand rails are now 
bolted. 

This statement has been proved to 
be correct, and although the Com-
missioners contend that they, are 
not legally liable, they have agreed, 
as a special case, to refund in full 
the amount paid for medical atten-
tion. 

TIME ALLOWANCES. 
Fireman Wilson, of Ballarat, was 

booked on the express Ballarat to 
Stawell, on the 19th February, 1924. 
Upon signing on he was informed 
that the train was running fate, 
owing to a defect on the track at 
Bacchus Marsh, and, as a conse-
quence, the train was fifty, minutes 
'ate in leaving Ballarat. 

Fireman Wilson claimed payment 
for this time, in accordance with 
the Board's Award, as a postpone-
ment of dgty. 

The C.M.E. ruled that as  Fireman 
Wilson was paid on the mileage 
basis, he was not entitled to time 
of postponement of duty, as it was 
not practicable to notify him of the 
late running of the train before he 
signed on, as although the train left 
Melbourne late, it could not be said 
what time it would arrive in Balla-
rat, as time may have been made 
up between Melbourne and Ballarat. The matter was taken up with the  

Commissioners' Office, and after con-
sidering the matter for a number of 
months, it has now been decided 
that Fireman Wilson  is to receive 
payment for the fifty minutes which 
the train was delayed, in addition to 
the, full mileage payment for the 
trip Ballarat to Stawell. 

The Sale men, on certain shifts, 
have an interval in excess of one 
hour at their home station, and the 
Tepartment posted d notice on the 
25th of June, 1924, that this time 
was to be treated as time off duty, 
for which no pay would be allowed, 
as on account of the interval being 
in excess of one hour, it constituted 
a broken shift. 

Prior to this date, some of the 
crews remained on duty in case the 
engine was required for shunting 
movements by the Transportation 
Branch, but did not receive payment 
for this time, so a claim was lodged 
that the shift should be paid as  a 
straight one until such time as a 
a definite notice was posted instruct-
ing the men that they would be o ff 

 duty for the interval. 
1. e C.M.E. has now agreed to 

treat this as  a straight shift up to 
the date of the notice being posted, 
and although the interval was pre-
viously deducted, this will now be 
repaid in all cases that occurred 
prior to the 25th June, 1924. 

SENIORITY IGNORED. 
On Tuesday, 28th October, an ur-

gent deputation, consisting of the 
General Officers, waited upon the 
Chairman of Commissioners, to pro-
test against the recommendation of 
the C.M.E. that junior men should 
be appointed to the positions of Out-
side Foremen, North Melbourne (two 
vacancies) and Night Foreman, Bal-
larat. The men recommended for 
these positions being Drivers Tre-
gear and Bell, North Melbourne, for 
the Outside Foremen's positions, at 
North Melbourne, and Driver Gordon 
of Benalla, for the position of Night 
Foreman at Ballarat, whilst Driv-
ers Marston and Jones, who are 
senior to the men recommended, 
Pave been passed over, although 
they have been acting as  both out-
side and inside foremen at North 
Melbourne on various occasions since 
they passed the qualifying examina-
tion for foremen. One of the reasons 
why these two men had been pass-
ed over was on account of their ago. 

It was pointed out to the Com. 
missioner that the Union stood for 
the senior applicant being appoint-
ed irr all cases, and if it was found, 
after actual trial under ordinary con-
ditions, that the senior applicant, 
was not suitable, it would then be 
time enough for the Department to 
promote junior men and force the 
senior men to stand down. 

In these cases, the senior men had 
proved by actual demonstration that 
they were qualified to fill the posi-
tions, as no complaints had been 
made whilst they, were acting, and 
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if reports had been received by the 
Commissioners that they were un-
suitable for the positions, then the 
men should he given an onportunity 
of answering the re ports before be-
ing cojdemned and passed over. 

The Chairman said he would go 
into the matter when the reports 
were received from they Branch, but 
up to date he had not received the 
recommendations referred to. al-
though from enquiries made, the re-
commendations were as stated by 
the deputation. 

It was also brought under notice 
that there was a general tendency 
by the Denartmental Officers to 
scrap the  old men in the service and 
not to extend to them the consider-
ation-they were entitled to in view 
of their a long and faithful service 
with the Department. Two glaring 
cases were brought under notice. 
from the Maryhoreugh district,where 
the Actg. District Rolling Stock 
Superintendent, Mr. Hinds, had re-
ported that Hostler Robertson,-who 
had failed the visors test about four 
years ago, was not suitable for pro-
motion to the position of Charge -

man at Maryborough, as he con -

sidered a younger man was required 
for this poition, notwithstanding the 
fact that the Commissioners had al-
ways contended they were out to 
do the best they could for failed 
Enginemen.  I  f 

It has row been decided in this 
case, that Comrade Robertson is to 
be anpointed to the position on trial. 

The ether case related to Ex-
Driver Peart, who is employed as 
Leading Hand Cleaner at Mary -

borough. Mr. Hinds reported that 
owing to Mr. Peart's age, he was 
rot obtaining satisfactory results 
with the cleaning of the engines. 
and recommended that Comrade 
Peart be retired. 

Strong exception was taken to 
this recommendation, as Comrade 
Peart had been granted a further 12 
months' extension during April, anVl 
he was at the present time as well 
able to carry out his duties as when 
the extension was grante i. It was 
also pointed out that the fact of 
the engines not being cleansed pro-
perly was due to the shortage of 
cleaners and insufficient stores being 
supplied. • 

The Commissioner replied that he 
would personally look into these 
matters, as he had no desire to pen-
alise a man who had given good and 
faithful service to the Department. 

The deputation also stated that 
they had no desire to be vindictive 
towards  .  Mr. Hinds, but sincerely 
trusted that when he reached old 
age himself, more consideration 
would be extended to him by his 
superior Officers than he was him-
self Prepared to extend to those un-
der him. 

The question of rest jobs was 
again discussed, and a protest lodg-
ed against the introduction of an 
additional rest job, whereby the 
Stawell men are booked to rest at 
pimboola from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. each 

Wednesday. This matter is also to 
be inquired into, but up to the pres-
ent, no alteration has been made. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
The question of superannuation is 

receiving the close attention of the 
Joint Superannuation Committee. and 
also the Executive. The request that 
an  ontional table be provided to al-
low Enginemen to retire at 60 years 
of age necessitated the Government. 
obtaining an estimate of the cost 
involved. To do this it was neces-
sary to obtain the ages of  •  all En-
einemen in the service. This would 
have caused considerable delay to 
obtain the information from the De-
partment, so arrangements were made 
for the information to be supplied 
by the Union. 

When the estimate of cost had 
been completed by the Government 
Statist, arrangements were made for 
a deputation to wait upon the Pre-
mier, which took place on October 
31st, when ,it was pointed out by the 
Premier that the additional cost to 
the Government for this year alone. 
if Enginemen were allowed to retire 
at 60 years of age, would be 1£90011, 
an$ this amount would increase eanh 
year. until the peak was reached. 
which wo'ild he '£23.000 additis^al 
cost for one year. In view of the 
cost, the Premier was not prenared 
to definitely agree .  to our request: 
but after considerable discussion. lt. 
was arranged that in the event of 
the Government being unable to al-
row Enginemen to retire at 60 veers 
of age, we 4clhnuld be eiven a fur-
ther opportunity of discussing the 
matter with the Government. 

A denotation also waited unon 
the Minister for Railways on Sat-
urday, Nov 1, when he was ur ged 
fo sssunport the re-uest that R- gins-rep 
be allowed to retire at 60 years of 
ace, the full reasons having nre-
vionsly been placed before him! 
Again the cost was raised, host no 
definite nromise given as to the in-
tention -of the Government on this 
matter. 

RATE ON ANNUAL LEAVE. 
Driver A. Collins, of North Mel-

bourne, was recently promoted to 
the position of Driver. A few days 
after passing the examination in 
roads and signals. he was honked 
on annual leave. but only received 
fireman's rate for the time on an-
nual leave. He took the matter un 
with the authorities at North Mel-
bourne, and was informed that an . 

adjustment would be made with the 
following nay. 

The adjustment was not made so 
ennuiries were made at Head Oßî^e, 
with the result that it was asner-
tained that the delay was due to 
an Official at North Melhniirne rais-
ing the query as to whether Driv-
er Collins was entitled to driver's 
rate whilst on annual leave, seeing 
that the holidays had accumulated 
during the period he was employed 
as a fireman, and also, since he 
bad resumed duty from holidays, he  

had been employed mostly as a 
fireman. 

It was decided by Head Office, 
in accordance with previous ruling 
of the Commissioners, that holidays 
were to be paid for at the rate an 
employee was receiving when fol-
lowing his ordinary duties, and that 
Driver Collins was entitled to driv-
er's rate whilst es annual leave. 

This  instance goes to show that 
in addition to there being officials 
at Head Office who are watching 
every point  to  see what can he 
cut out of the employees by stretch-
ing the Regulations, there are also 
officials at the Depots who go out 
of their way to raise queries that 
a re  to the disadvantage of the men. 

(ENGINE TIME INCREASED. 
Some months ago the time allowed 

for preparing and stabling enginies 
at Bairnsdale was reduced from 45 
to 40 minutes. At the time a pro-
test was lodged, but +he Depart , 

 ment contended that the 40 min. 
was ample time in which to per-
form the work. Owing to the extra 
time taken at Bairnsela'e to coal 
engines, a Denartmental test was 
conducted, which resulted in the 
time for stabling engines being in r 

 creased to 50 minutes. A notice to 
this effect was posted at Bairesda'e. 

The matter was again taken up 
and a request made that the increas-
ed time should onerate from the 
time of the reduction. At first. 
the Department agreed to bring the 
altered time into operation from ist 
August, but after further renresen-
tations had been male it was agreed 
that the 50 minutes should he paid 
as from the date that the 45 min-
utes were reduced to 40 minutes. 

Arrangements are now being made 
for the Time Rooks to be gohe 
through, and the necessary adjust  -1  
meets made in the men's time. 

Cleaner Dunlop, of Benalla, who 
was hooked 10 a.m., cleaning, was 
instructed to travel passenger by 
the 11.25 a.m. to Bright, to relieve 
a Fireman who was on sick leave. 
CleanerDgnlon was utilised as a 
fireman at Bright for two days, and 
returned passenger to Benalla on 
the following day. He received 
fireman. s rate for the time firing at 
Bright, but was only returned at 
cleaners' rate for the time travel-
ling to and from Bright, the De-
partment contending that Dunlop 
being a cleaner, was only entitled 
to cleaners' rate. 

As This was a new denarture, and  .  a ruling that would have a 
detrimental effect upon cleaners 
when required to travel to under-
take relieving duties, the matter, 
was taken up with the C.M.E's. of-
fice, and now it has been decided 
that  .  Dunlop is to be paid at fire-
man's rate for travelling to and 
from Bright. 

The Department contend that the 
payment at cleaner's rate was made 
in error, but the Executive are 
satisfied that this was another of 
the many "try-ons" that a re  con-
tinually practised upon the men. 
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SUPERANNUATION.  
QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATE- 

MENT  

From 1st July, 1921, to 
1921.  

Receipts. 
30:h June, 1924. 

To Bank Balance ... '£158 16 4  

`£158 16 -1  

Expenditure. 
By Rent of Hall for 

Meeting ... ... ... ... 	3 0 0 
„ Printing and Station- 

ery ... 	.. 	... 	... 	... 	12 13 	9  
„ Chartres, duplicating 	0 10 6 
„ Secretary, salary ... 	28 0 0 
„ 	Balance ............114 12 1 

£158 16 4  

Qud,rterly Progress Renort of tote  

Campaign Committee, from 1st 
Jnty, 1921, fo PO h Sen.-ember. 
1921.  

During the period under review 
the Campaign Committee has con-
tinued to meet, and during the lat-
ter portion has been joined by mem-
bers of the Drafting Committee. it 
was felt that . as details of the 
scheme had to be re-discussed, mem-
bers of the Drafting Committee 
should he present.  

Cerrespondence during the early 
portion of the quarter has been 
maintained with country centres, asd 
the country organisations are sti'l in  
being should necessity for a-tion  
again arise. 

The chief activities of your com-
mittee have been cente-'ed on en-
deavoring to facilitate the drawing  
tin of a Superannuation Bill by  
Cabinet. Much of the work done  
has comprised obtaining information  

as to the progress being ma'e.  
Action was taken where necessary  

on information received, and the  
Committee has been undoubtedly  
able to assist towards the introduc-
tion of the Bill. At the time of 
writing it is regretted that no defi-
nite statement can he made as to the 
exact position of the Bill. but it is 
known for a certainty that details 
dre being drawn un. Further, vour  
Committee has received definite âs-
surances from those competent to 
give them, that it will he further 
consulted regarding details before the 
Bill is promulgated. The Govern-
ment is undoubtedly in earnest in its 
desire Ito introduce the Bill at. the -
earliest possible moment. The delay 
has been due to the time necessary  
to obtain data  re-mired for computa-
tion purposes. This information has 
row been obtained, and no further de-

lay is anticipated, unless additional  

claims are male. The Premier has  
definitely announced that it is the  

intention of the G.overnrre it to intro-
duce the Bill this sess'on.  

Requests made to the  Committee  
for information as to the exact mean-
ing of certain c'auses in our scheme  

have necessita+e 1 many c'ose dis-
cussions, and it has been found -de-
sirable, in order to make the mean-
ing of our clauses clear. to slightly  

amend them in some minor particu-
lars. Be*ore such alterations could  
1  e effeete I exact information as to  
the workings of the Commonwealth  
scheme was obtained. 

After exhaustive dismission vour  
committee approved of an optional  
table, to enable enginemen to re±ire  
at sixty years of age, owing to the  
arduous nature of their employment.  

The  constituent organsiations have  
been requested to endorse this action  
of the Campaign Committee,  

Mr. J. C. Coe having been eon -wel-
led to resign as -a member of the  
Campaign Committee. it was decided  
to co-opt. Mr. T. Whitehead (Ge- - eral  
Secretary, Society of Victorian Rail-
way Engineers) in place of Mr Cno  

In conc'usion, while members of  
your Committee -still feel some a'ix - 

 iety as to  the Bill, and while they  
regret that their efforts have ' not  

been ahle to secure thy° introduc-
tion of the Bill earlier in this session,  
they feel at the same time that on  
the whole matters are prng-essing 
satisfactorily. At one interview 
with the Premier the undesirability 
of attempting to obtain too many 
concessions at this stage was stress-
ed by him. It seems the wisest r&-
icy to secure -the introduction of a  
Bill on any so-t of reasonable lines  

and then, if necessarv, later to at-
tempt to obtain 'further concessions. 
rallier than ask for ton much and 
risk ,that the who'e scheme be 
rejected- or unduly delayed. 

(Signed) S. B. VIAL, 
Secretary. 

The Annual Strobe  S ocial of the 
 Division. he'd  on October  4th,  was  

voted  by  a'1 .as  the most,  e'rioyahle  

gathering he'd during resent years.  
Amongst  th,os ,e  present  s*-et-e  th^ 

Hon.  G.  M Pr•enc'ergast. Mr.  

Fenton. M H.R , Mr. E.  AI  Cnnninm-  
ham (Tasmanian  Division)  Mr. W.  
Green  (Qneenfi'a.nd Divis'os). \ft• A :  
S.  Draké'ord.  (Federal  e ,,,,  e , a .  

Mr. H. 	 (R E. )  S T',1. Mr.  
Mr. T Whi tehea,d (Taco  F ,^ ,•i ^ ,,,,,,. 

Mr.  Vrasi^on (Administrrtij•e Offiç-  
ers),  Mr.  E  J. Corr (Solicitor). Mr.  
Quinn (retired, Railwaymen' : Club).  

The we'come  accorded the Pre-
mier, the  Hon. G.  M  Prendergast- -  
was inspiring, and left no  doubt as  
to his nonu'a-it,v with loco. men ,  

e  framed pre , ident's certificate.-  

with rho'0s. of .Ese,^utiYe mend-ass,  

was nre- ente l to Mr. W. C'a,rk. -  in-
recognition of e a 'nable ,erv•c ^.s 'ren- 
de-ed r hilst president for  years  

THANKS.  
Mr. C. Collins, 

Acting Secretary. 
Sir,—I wish to express my appre-

ciation of the work done on my be- 
half by the Executive Officers, es-
pecially the Jolimont Branch Secre-
tary, in securing for me medical ex-
penses incurred when injured while 
on duty 16 months ago. 

Although the fight was long, the  
principle involved, independent of the  

monetary aspects of the case, was  

well worth the energy expended.  
It also puts at nought the sneers  
of the pessimists, and shows that  
without our organisation our indi-
vidual e fforts to obtain our rights  
would be unavailing.—Yours frater-
nally,  

R. SCULLY,  ' 
Mdtorman.  

lia Palmerston Grove,  
Oakleigh, 26/9/24.  

Mr. Collins,  
Act. Gen. Sec, A.F.U.L.E.  

S.ir,—I wish to convey to you mv  
sincere thanks for your valuable  
assistance I received in my recent  
injury case. Wishing the Union  
every success in the future.  

S. T. GREEVES,  
Driver.  

302  Marri  Street, Warrnambood,  
September 20, 1924.  

Mr. C. Collins,  
Act. Gen. Sec. A.F.U.L.E.  

Sir,—I wish to exnress mv ap-
preciation of the e fforts of the So-
ciety in my recent case-  at the Dis-
cipline Board, also the able manner  
in which Mr. S. Samson assisted  
me in fighting my case. Seeing that  
such short notice was received in  

which to prepare the case, and the 
 

valuable assistance given by you as  
Secretary. in obtaining the ravers.  

shows the advantage of being  a  
member of :such an organisation.  
Thanking yon for the assistance re-
ceived, and wishing the Un ion every  
success.—I remain. yours fraternal-
ly. S. J. PARKER.  

Driver.  
Co'ac, 4/10724.  

To  the  Editor.  
Sir,—In reference to my recent an-

neal before the Discipline Board,  
I wish to extend my deepest thanks  
to the  General Officers, and esrteci-
ally Mr. Samson, our wor'hv Pre-
sident for  the  manner in which they  
conducted my case. getting my fire  

refunded and my name removed from  
the conduct book.  -  it behoves al -
unfinancial members to pay un. be-
cause they never know when their  

turn will come; and, if unfinancial,  

' they will rot have such canable  
officers to fight their case for them.  
Wishing, the Union every success  

N. GRANT,  • 
Driver  

30 h  Se  

1922-3, 	 ; 	Stawell, 27/10/24,  
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Fourth, or Service Application pe-
sition.—Air from the Little Drum is 
discharged to atmosphere through 
the preliminary exhaust port in the 
valve seat, and  passes along a 
groove in rotary valve to the emer-
gency exhaust port. The pressure 
above equalising piston being now 

slower than that below it allows the 
equalising ,piston to rise, opening 
the discharge valve, and allowing 
train pipe air to escape to atmos-
phere through the isesondary ex--
haust port until train ,  pipe press-
ure  is  equal to little drum pressure, 
when the equalising piston gradu-
ally closes the discharge valve. 
When the .brake valve is in good 
order it should be possible to reduce 
little drum pressure from 701bs. tô 

"501bs. in seven seconds. 
Fifth, or Emergency Applica-

tion position.—The large  -  cavity in 
rotary valve connects train pipe di-
rect to atmosphere through the 
emergency exhaust 1-Ort. 

QUESTION BOX 
G.H.L.—A goods train has stall-

ed on a steep grade between two 
electric staff stations. A passenger 
train is waiting at "A'  an a fully 
Ioaded goods train at ?`$." The train 
is divided and front portion taken 
to "A.'  The driver then finds that 
his engine has not enough water 
to return for the rear portion. The 
S.M. a t "B' instructs driver of the 
goods train to take his train (full 
load) on and push remainder of thç 
stalled train through the section. 
The driver refused, as he considered 
it`.would be a violation of the rules. 
Was he right? 

Also, why could not the passenger 
engine be used, carrying the fire-
-man of the disabled engine as a 
pilot to point out position of the 
rear portion of the train. 

Answer.—It would not be a viola-
tion of the rules, but if the driver 
considered it would involve danger 
in so far as having to leave a por-
tion of his own train on'. the steep 
grade, or in any other respect, he 
would be right in refusing to do so. 

There would be nothing to pre-
vent using the passenger engine to 
clear the section, and, in fact,  the, 
passenger engine  .  could take his 
train with him and propel the rear 
portion of goods train to "B." 

Describe the action of the. Im-
proved Air Pump, (Classes BB, 
BBC, C, and D) steam end and air 
end? 

Answer.—Steam enters Main Valve 
Chamber and moves main valve to 
the right, also passes through a 
port to Rev. Valve chamber. The -
steam port to bottom of cyl. being 
then open steam flows to bottom' 
of piston and forces it up. When 
near top of stroke, reversing plate 
strikes shoulder on Rev. Valve spin-
dle and moves up Rev. Valve, ad-
mitting steam to outer end 'of main 
valve. The pressure being now 
equal on both sides of large pis-
ton head of main valve, the pres-
sure acting on small head moves 
main valve and distribution slide 
valve to the left, cutting off steam 
to and exhausting it from bottom of 
piston -and admitting steam to top of 
piston, forcing it down. When near 
bottom of stroke, reversing plate 
engages button on rev, valve spin-
dle, drawing down rev. slide valve, 
exhausting steam from outer end of 
main valve, which is moved to the 
right by steam acting on the dif-
ferential pistons, taking with it the 
distribution slide valve, which cuts 
off steam to and exhausts it from 
the top of piston and again admits 
it to the bottom. 

When the air piston moves 'up-
wards a partial vacuum is formed 
in the lower end of cylinder. At-
mospheric pressure lifts bottom suc- 

tien valve and enters the cylinder. 
At the same time air is compressed 
in the upper end of cyl. and forced 
through top delivery valve to main 
reservoir. On the down stroke air 
from the atmosphere enters upper 
end off cyl. through top suction valve 
whilst-at the same time the air be-
lug compressed in the lower end 
closes bottom suction valve, opens 
bottom delivery valve and passes 
through discharge pipe to main res-
ervoir. 

E.S.—How does the steam that is 
admitted to the outer ead of Main 
Valve of Improved Pump, to- reverse 
its motion, escape to the atmos 
phere? Does it pass out through the 
main exhaust? 

Ans•er.--There are three ports in 
the seat of the Reversing  •  Valve. 
The top one is an exhaust port lead-
ing to the main exhaust chamber 
heiow the seat of the Distribution 
Slide Valve, and thente to atmo-s-
phere. When tle Reversing Valve 
is pulled down, its cavity connects 
the middle port with the top one, 
allowing the steam from outer end 
of main valve to exhaust in the man-
ner indicated above. 

Is it the duty of the driver on a 
light engine to show -a green light 
to the s ignalman when over the 

 points? 
Answer.—Yes; the Régulations re-

quire him to do so, and it is much 
more satisfactory to the  signalman 
than trying to judge in the distance 
whether the engine has cleared the 
points. A whistle is also required, 
but is not, in its-elf, sufficient; be-
cause 'the whistle may be used to 
warn a person near the line. 

Describe the positions of the Dri-
ver's Equalising Brake Valve and 
the course of air through it. 

Answer.—First, or Charging post-
tioa.—Compressed air from main res-
ervoir -enters Little Drum through a 
large circular port in the valve seat 
and also enters train pipe through 
a blank cavity in the'valve seat and 
a large cavity in the rotary valve. 
The pressure above and below the 
Equalising Piston is therefore equal. 

Second, -or running position.—Com-
munication between blank cavity in 
seat• and large cavity in rotary valve 
being now cut -off, there is no longer 
a free connection between the Main 
Reservior and train pipe, but a re-
stricted connection is established 
th ongh the Excess Pressure Valve 
which maintains a reserve pressure 
of about 251bs. in the main reser-
ao ir. Communication between the 
Little Drum and Train pipe is now 
provided through the large cavity 
in rotary valve, and a small circu-
lar tort in the valve seat, so that 
the pressures above and below the 
equalising piston art again equal. 

Third, or lap positron,—All ports 
are now closed. 

OPEN PAGE. 

To the Editor. 
Sir,—I wish to draw your atten-

tion to the report of Ararat Branch 
meeting, which you published in 
the last issue of "The Footplate." 

I have, as you know, just been 
transferred from Ararat to Cen-
tral, and it Appears that I am a 
"chronic unfinancial," and will be 
looked on as such by members 'down 
here on the reading of the report. 
Some have spoken to me on the 
question of unfinancials. They may 
have meant it for me. So you may 
imagine my feelings when reading 

•"The Footplate" which I got from 
Comrade Crough yesterday morning. 
I intend to take this matter up with 
the. Ararat Branch. 

I wish you to correct this report 
at your earliest opportunity, as I 
have always been a financial mem-
b-er since I . joined up, about 1899. 
The books of the Union should tell 
you this.  

T. GARDINER, 
Motorman. 

Comrade Gardiner is not the pe-r-
sor referred to, as he has always 
been  .a financial member. Regret 
that he has been caused any annpy-
ance.—Editl•r.  - 

Al  the recent elections in Great 
Britain, Mr. J. Bromley, General 
Secretary of the Associated Society 
of the Locomotive Engineers and 
Firemen, was elected a member of 
the House of Commons. 

Those who have read "Engines 
and Men" will know that Comrade 
Bromley is a great fighter, not only 
for the rights of locomotive engine-
men, but for the workers in general. 
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DIVISIONAL ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

The Annual Conference was held 
in the Loco. Hall on the 2nd, 3rd, 
4th! and 6th October, when the fol-

' lowing delegates from the respec-
tive Branches werd in attendance:— 

ARARAT: Mr. A. E. Finch; 
BALLARAT: Messrs. G. M. Cameron 
and W. Bruhn; BENDIGO: Messrs. 
W. M. Furlong and W. L. basking; 
BENALLA: Mr. J. W. Higgins; 
CENTRAL: Messrs. G. Bent, R. J. 
Collins; W. Cranston, L. Datson, F. 
Judkins, J. Lester, W. Lewis, and 
R. Matheson; COLAC : Mr. A. 
Hyatt; DIMBOOLA: Mr. B. Sadlier; 
GEELONG: Messrs. R. N. Ander-
son and H. Nankervis; JOLIMONT: 
Messrs. J. Crough, J. Gault, and 
W. Kitto; KORUMBURRA: Mr. G. 
W. Thompson; MARYBOROUGH : 
Messrs. C. Kennedy and T. M. Cal-
lahan ; SEYMOUR : Messrs. W. 
Hickey, and H. Lambden; STA-
WELL  :  Mr. A. E. Dans  ;  TRARAL-
GON: Mr. A. C. Lewis; WONTHAG-
GI: Mr. W. Stibbs. 

GENERAL OFFICERS: President, 
Mr. S. Samson; Past-President, Mr. 
W. Clark; Vice-President, Mr. C. 
Wake; Treasurer, Mr. F. Myers; and 
Acting General Secretary, Mr. W. 
C. H. Collins. 

President Samson, presided, and 
after extending a hearty welcome 
to all delegates, the business of Con- 
ference received the earnest consider-
ation of  the  delegates. Many mat-
ters of vital importance to mem-
bers were decided, and the following 
are some of the decisions arrived 
at :—  - 

Financial.—Balance-sheet and the 
Auditors' report ending 31st Dec., 
1923, were adopted, and sat . isfap-1 
tion expressed with the sound~„ fin-
ancial position of the Division. 

Memkerthip.—Reports from Dele-
gates show that practically all 
eligible for membership are mem-
bers. 

Unfinancial Members.—Very few 
members who are not paying their 
contributions. Decided that Bran-
ches forward a list of those who 
have  paid no dues this year, so that 
proceedings can be taken for the 
amounts owing. Only about 20 mem-
bers areinvolved, ands action will 
be taken against these as soon as 
the names are received from the 
Branches. 

General Secretary.—Further leave 
was granted to Gen. Sec. A. S. 
Drakeford, to allow him to 'attend 
to Federal Arbitration Court and 
other work. Mr. W. C. H. Collins 
was  appointed to position of Act. 
Gen. Sec. during absence of Mr. A. 
S. Drakeford. 

Superannuation.—Scheme drawn up 
by Joint Superannuation Committee 
endorsed, and a vote of confidence 
in Joint Committee agreed to. Spe-
cial efforts to be made to obtain  

optional table to allow enginemén 
to retire at 60 years of age, if they, 
so desire. 

Public Inquiries.—Agitation for the 
creation of a Board on lines similar 
to British Board of Trade, to be 
continued. 

"Footplate."—" Footplate " to be 
delivered free of charge to all mem-
bers. 

Arbitration Court and Industrial 
Unrest.--Proposals to be submitted 
to members to say if plaint before 
Arbitration Court should be pro -

ceeded with or more drastic action 
taken to secure redress of .griev-
ances.  - 

[Members decided at special meet-
ings held on October 26th, to try, 
out Arbitration Court before taking 
more drastic action.] 

Affiliations.—Decided to affiliate 
with Melbourne Trades Hall  Goun- 
cil, also with country Trades Hall 
Councils, where in existence. 

Decided to affiliate with. Victorian 
Labor College. 

Proposed Alterations to Hales.— 
Several proposed alterations were on 
Agenda Paper, but were not agreed 
to. 

Re_e:endnm.—Ball-lot to ascêrtain if 
members are prepared to pay a 
voluntary contribution of 3d. per 
pay to provide a fund to pay £1 a 
week to members receiving a lower 
wage than a junior driver, owing to 
failing in vision, hearing, or ill-
health.—Proposal defeated by, bal-
lot. 

Wares and Conditions.—All items 
in plaint before Arbitration Court en-. 
dorsed. 

Seniority.—Principle of all vac-
ancies being advertised, and the po-
sition being given to the senior ap-
plicant re-affirmed. 

Rest Jobs.—Efforts to be made 
to have rest jobs abolished, and more 
attention to the comfort of engine -

men to be given by Departmental 
Officers when compiling time tables 
and rosters: 

Night Work.—The ever -increasing 
number of night trains to be brought 
under notice of Commissioners, as 
in many instances trains could be 
run during the day. 

Booking Off of Overtinie.r—Pres-
ent method to continue pending de-
cis'on of Arbitration Court; any cases 
of overtime not booked off in the 
period worked to be brought under 
notice. 

Cleaners.—Additional permanent 
cleaners to be appointed; Commis-
sioners to be requested to give pref-
erence to super. cleaners with 12 
months' service. 

Imp:ovements t,o Engines.—Numer-
ous suggestions were considered, and 
same to be placed before the  De-
partment. 

Coal Conservation Committees. - 
Decided that the method of con-
ducting same are against the best 
interests of members, and that sug-
gestions be not submitted to the 
committee. 

E'-oct:on of Feceial Delegate, Year 

1925.—President for 1925 elected. 
Electron of Auditors.—Messrs. T. 

Smith and J. Gault were re-elected. 
Elect:on of Trustees.—Messrs. B. 

B. Deveney, C. Mumford, and S. 
Samson were re-elected. 

Elect:on of Delegates to Annual 
Labor Conference.—Messrs. S. Sam-
son (Pres.), I. Nankervis (Gig.), 
W. Stibbs (Wt'higi), and A. S. Drake-
ford (Fed. Sec.), were elected. 

RESULT OF ANNUAL ELECTION 
FOR GENERAL OFFICERS & 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS FOR YEAR 
1925. 

GENERAL OFFICERS • 

Pie ieent: S. SAMSON* (unopposed). 
Vice Pie-Went: 

*C. 'WAKE (D.) ... ... ... 	
Votes. 

718 
H. HIGGS (D.) ... 	... ... 574 

Majority for C. Wake ... 144 

Treasurer: 
Votes. 

*F. MYERS (D.) ... ... ... 86'T 
A. POUT (D.) ... ... . .. ... 389. 

Majority for F. Myers ... 478 
Executive 	Members: 

North Melbourne: 
Votes. 

*R. COLLINS 	(D.) 	 .. ••• 941 
*R.• MATHESON (D.) ••• 909 
*L. DATSON 	(F.) 	... ••• 852' 
*J. LESTER 	(D.) 	... 	 ... ••• 838 
*W. LEWIS 	(F.) 	.. 	... ••• 811 
*C. McDONALD (F.) ... ••• 761  
*W. BLACK 	(D.) 	... 	... ••• 710' 
*W. BISHOP (D.) .. ••• 610 
T. BROOKING (D.) ... ••• 598 
W. CRANSTON (D) ... ••• 583 
G. BENT 	(D.) 	... 	... 574 
H. LEWIS 	(F.) 	 .. 	 ... 	 .. ••• 518 
R. WILLIANS (C.) 	.: ••• 484 
P. COWLING 	(F.) 	... ••• .446 
C. FORD 	(F) 	... 	 ... 397 
P. MLLEOD 	(D.) 	... 	... 376 

Jolimont: 

*J. GAULT (E.M.) 
*J. CROUGH (E.M.) .. 

*T. SMITH (E.M.) 
*B. DEVENEY (E.M.) 
J. DOOLEY (E.M.)  ... 

Referendum: 
Votes. 

s r a... ... 	 ... 	579. 

— Majority for NO ... ... 	10.  
Note.—The n aines marked * have -

been elected. 
(Signed) W. KITTO, 

Returning Officer. 

Printed by the Hilton Press Victoria 
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Press, 
 

by the Victorian and Tasmanian 
Divisions of the Australian Fede-
rated Union of Locomotive Engine-
men.  - 
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