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tCieanlines . 	Comfort 	Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures  

Our Programs may be  
equalled. but  

Cannot be Beaten  

UNITED WE STAND  
DIVIDED WE FALL  

UNIONISTS, you know what the above 
means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the A-Nitration (.'curt for what it has  
got, help them to keep it.  

Never in the history of Australia has 
the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to the boys and your  
families to 

Support The Loco.  

PROGRAMME  CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY  

Victoria Street. NORTH MELBOURNE  
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ifiluÌplaÍr. 
"They are slaves who will not dare 

All wrongs to right, 

All rights to share." 
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MANAGERIAL NOTES. 

"The Footplate" is published 
monthly. 

All Branch Secretaries and Execu-
tive Officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name, and address to 
them. We do the rest. 

Phone, Central 10235. 

Literary.—To ensure publication, 
contributions must be in not later 
than the 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that "The 
Footplate" is sent to their private ad-
dress, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, and 
forward same also to their Branch 
Secretary. 

"ENGINES AND Ml[N " 
Get a Copy from 

YOUR BRANCH SECRETARY 

and Read what your Comrades of the 

Footplate in 

GREAT BRITAIN 

have Accomplished. 

Every Loco. Enginemen in Australia 

should read this history and learn 

for themselves the necessity for being 

financial members of the 

Only Union for Locomotive Running- 
Men, the 

AUSTRALIAN FEDERATED UNION 

OF LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEMEN. 

Read "Engines and Men" 

EDITORIAL 

CAN WE PRODUCE A PRODUCERS' GOVERNMENT ? 

The "dissolution" which has brought the Parliamentary representatives 
of Victoria's people before them for judgment should bring the possibility 
of  i.:_pàcsentLd by a T_ehor rt., - . a 

 realisation V  if the workers do their duty to themselves and their ^ fellow 
citizens on June 26th 

Events have shaped themselves in such a way in Victoria's political 
sphere in the past twelve months as to indicate that every device known to 
the experienced wire-puller has been exploited to keep Labor from taking 
charge of the Treasury benches, and when all efforts to patch up the con-
stantly recurring quarrels between the "Farmers" and "Nationalists" had 
failed, and it appeared inevitable that the Labor party must at last be 
given a chance to show that it could govern the "model" State, the "dissolu-
tion" was granted on the advice of the Premier, apparently as the lesser 
of two evils which are always present in the minds of the To ry  politician. 

The utter impractibility of the true "Farmers" representatives in 
politics associating themselves in a legislative programme with the Conser-
vatives who masquerade as Liberals or Nationalists, is being gradually, 
but surely, shown in both State and Federal politics. 

The truth is that there is no real affinity between the Farmers and 
the representatives of Flinders Lane and Collins Street interests, who 
audaciously call themselves "Nationalists" or "Liberals." 

Both represent the commercial and financial interests, whose main ob-
jective is to keep the real producer, the farmer, and the worker, in thrall 
by any and every means in their power. 

The farmers have been flattered by Flinders Lane and cajoled by 
• Collins Street for a number of years now, and during that time the majority 
of them woke up to the fact that, like the worker, they have been constantly 
exploited. 

Recent experience has shown that the Farmers (those who really farm 
the soil) have grown tired of throwing their second preference votes to 
the exploiters, and that they realise that the next best thing to being 
governed by representatives elected from their own ranks is to be governed 
by those who represent all people who really work. This, too, in spite of 
the fact that the "Nationalists" have been "liberal" in distributing an 
unusally large share of the money provided by the people as a whole, to 
win the support of country people. 

It does not help the farmer much to have two-thirds or more of the 
State's revenue spent outside the metropolitan area if the only result is to 
enable the business man to make a bigger margin of profit than ever from 
the farmers' productivity, and this is just what is going on. 

The next Parliament should see an increase in the number of representa-
tives of both the Labor and the Farmers Union parties, at the expense of 
the alleged National party, and there is an excellent chance of the Labor 
party coming back the strongest of the three, and being given an opportunity 
to bring down legislation which, if passed, will be in the interests of both 
town and country workers. 

The metropolitan press is faced with a difficult task if it asks for sup-
port for the Government for the redistribution proposals on which it sought 
an election, as it would show that it is prepared to support a principle 
which means government of the majority by a minority of the people; 
but it has faced more difficult problems than that with consummate effront-
ery, and can be relied upon to find some means of using its tremendous 
weight and influence with the politically uninformed during this election. 

The railwaymen throughout the State can exercise a powerful influence 
in the direction of securing the return of those who stand for the good 
government of Victoria, for those whose policy will be to lessen the grip 
of the exploiters, whose tentacles have been remorselessly used to draw 
from the producers in town and country alike all that can be taken consistent 
with allowing them to develop sufficient energy to enable them to carry 
on with the work of production, and to be cast aside as useless when their 
years of productivity are at an end. 

The return of the Labor party offers to us the best chance of securing 
recognition for our rights and of casting off the shackles of the exploiters 
and the profiteers. 

The withdrawal of the opposition to employees in State Instrumentali-
ties having the right to go to the Federal Arbitration Court by the 
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Queensland, South Australian, Tasmanian and West Australian Govern-
ments, and the persistence of the Victorian and New South Wales Govern-
ments in spending the people's money in employing legal luminaries to 
prevent us enjoying the same industrial rights as all other citizens, shows 
conclusively what we can expect from the forces behind Nationalism. 

Let us concentrate our efforts and use our energies during the next 
few weeks upon a real and enthusiastic effort to do what our hitherto less 
united fellow workers of Great Britain succeeded in doing, and return 
Labor representatives to Parliament in sufficient strength to enable them to 
make the fifth State Labor Government in power in Australia, with every 
prospect of seeing it followed in New South Wales by a sixth, and later 
with a Labor Government in control of the Commonwealth, thus demon-
strating for the first time that th' people throughout the continent are 
united in thought and action in their desire to make Australia a country 
in which those who produce do : •o for the use of its people, instead of for 
the profit of those who use place and power to plunder them. Our chance 
come on June 26th. 

Why WOMEN should Join the Labor Party and Vote 
for the Labor Candidate 

BECAUSE 
The Labor Party puts the needs of the children first, and demands 
for all of them opportunities of good education, good health and good 
surroundings. It wants to do away with hunger, sickness, and 
ignorance. 

BECAUSE 
The Labor Party seeks to promote the welfare of the mothers and 
ensure that all shall have the food, rest, medical and nursing care 
necessary for "healthy motherhood. 

BECAUSE 
The Labor Party demands shorter hours and better conditions for 
workers in the workshop and women in their homes. 

BECAUSE 
The Labor Party. in order to make the toil of the women at home less 
heavy, demands better houses planned as working women want them. 

BECAUSE 
The Labor Party proposes that all widows and mothers who have 
children dependent upon them. but have lost their bread-winners 
through death or sickness should receive pensions sufficient to keep 
them and their children nronerly without taint of the Poor Law, 
and without the mothers having to go out to work. 

BECAUSE 
The Labor Party seeks to reduce prices and to abolish all taxation on 
food and other things a family needs to buy. 

BECAUSE 
The Labor Party demands work or maintenance for all. and would 
abolish unemployment and give security as well as a sufficient living 
wage for all workers. 

BECAUSE 
The Labor Party desires to secure equal political and civil rights for 
men and women, and especially to enfranchise all women from 21 
years of age. 

BECAUSE 
The Labor Party believes in peace between nations on just and 
generous terms, and seeks to secure the co-operation of all through 
a League of Nations which shall be a genuine League of Peoples. 
It believes in putting the needs of the workers in all countries before 
the claims of commercial and financial magnates. 

IT IS THE CHILDREN'S PARTY. 
IT IS THE PEACE PARTY. 

THEREFORE 

IT IS THE WOMEN'S PARTY. 

WOMEN VOTE LABOR 

[This Statement, issued in Great Britain by the Labor Party, is re-printed 
as showing that Labor principles in Great Britain and the Dominions 
are one. 

BRANCH REPORTS. 

BENI)IGO.—The usual meeting of 
the above Branch was held in the 
Drivers' Room on Sunday, 11th May, 
President Furlong in the chair, but 
the attendance was not up to the 
the average. I am looking for an 
improved attendance at future meet-
ings. 

The correspondence and News 
Letter, as usual, caused an amount 
of discussion, and a motion was 
passed congratulating the General 
Secretary, Mr. Drakeford, on the 
honor bestowed upon him by the 
Federation by being selected to take 
charge of our case before the Fed-
eral Arbitration Court. We here 
are certain that he will more than 
hold his own in any field, and con-
fident he will bring to a successful 
conclusion any task that is allotted 
to him. 

The number of rest jobs here 
again came up for discussion, and 
needless to say some strong re-
marks were passed, for at present 
we are merely travelling awagmen, 
with our hat for a home. How-
ever we are confident that with the 
work the Executive will be able to 
put in when they get full particu-
lars of the conditions, something 
will be done to relieve the situa-
tion. 

It is a pity that responsible offic-
ers do not realise the conditions 
they often impose on men. and at 
the present time, when the Head 
Office is constantly crying out for 
co-operation and team work, they 
appear to have a strange method 
of working to reach that ideal. 

I think I said enough concern-
ing this matte' in my last report, 
but I can assure everyone that we 
are determined to carry on with 
nip- protests until some alteration 
is made to relieve the hardships 
Unposed on us. 

Traffic has eased off a little in 
his depot, and a few drivers are 

firing at present; so I suppose holi-
days will soon be the order of the 
day. However, we junior men have 
done better this year than -last, 
as we were firing at the end of 
January last year, and by now the 
holidays were nearly all finished. 

During the past month death has 
again been busy in the district, and 
a number of our comrades have 
suffered bereavement through the 
loss of someone near and dear to 
them . This district appears to he 
getting more than a fair share of 
visits from the "Reaper," and hardly 
a week passes but "Death in family" 
appears on the sheet. 

Although not able to always per-
sonally convey the sympathy of the 
Branch, I can assure bereaved mem-
bers that the symapthy of the offi-
cers and members of the Branch 
is none the less sincere. 

With all geoel wishes.--S. F. 
BR,04lAN. 
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BENALLA.—The ordinary month-
Iy meeting of the Benalla Branch 
of the A.F.U.L.E. was held in the 
new Institute on Sunday, May 11, 
at 2.30 pan. Mr. I. Reynolds pre-
sided over a fair attendance of mem-
bers. Driver O. Martin. a member 
from the Central Branch. was pre-
sent at the meeting, and was wel-
comed by the President. Business 
was somewhat lighter than usual. 
After the correspondence was read 
a discussion arose over the decision 
of the Commissioners to count jun-
ior drivers' time from date of pars-
ing examination in roads and sig-
nals. Finally a resolution was ear-
ried protesting against the decision, 
as the Commissioners may nrelong 
the examination until such time as 
these men may be required for driv-
ing . The members nresent consider-
ed that the status of a driver should 
count as previously, by passing the-
oretical and practical examinations. 

Many complaints are lodged with 
the Secretary of the Branch re time 
not being equally distributed, and 
also no totals shown on adjustment 
sheets. We wrote in about it but 
received a reply from the C.M.E. 
that totals were not to be posted, 
as it took up too much of the time-
keepers' time. Our members are 
lhot quite satisfied with the reply, 
and desire further action taken. 

One new member from the A.W.U. 
was elected to our Branch, and a 
past chairman's certificate was pre-
-rented to Mr. F. Croucher, and past 
secretary certificates to Mr. G. 
Barnes and Mr. P. Corbov. Our 
President, Mr. J. Reynolds. spoke 
well of the good services rendered 
by our past officers, and was 
also pleased to see they we -e still 
regular attendees, and take a keen 
interest in  our meetin g-s. Each re-
cipient briefly responded. 

A large number of local griev-
ances were listed for deputation to 
the depot Foreman. The meeting. 
terminated at 5.30 p.m.—J. W. HIG-
GINS. 

HAMILTON—The monthly meet-
ing of the Hamilton sub-Branch was 
held in the drivers' room on S'in- 
day, May 11. The President, Mr. 
E. V  Hider, was in the chair, and 
there was a good attendance of 
-members . After the minutes of pre-
vious meeting and correspondence 
had been dealt with, the News Let-
ter was attentively listened to by 
members. After the minutes of pre-
the way which the Branches were 
approaching the members for their 
districts in regard to the superan-
nuation scheme. It was decided 
that the Secretary approach other 
State employees with a view of hav-
ing a meeting, and to arrange for 
a deputation of  the different bodies 
to wait on our local member of 
Parliament to ascertain his views. 
We hope to have this deputation in 
about a week's time. I think we 
have little to fear as far as our 
local member is concerned, as he is a 
Laborite. Several local grievances 

were brought up and these will 
be taken to the Fitter-in-charale, 
and one was sent to the Executive 
regarding the state of the shed. It 
is in a very had state, having no 
roof at all; in fact, the who"h 
place is obsolete. The General Sec-
retary said when visiting us that he 
had never seen anything like the 
accommodation the men have to put 
up with here. 

Members are anxiously awaiting 
the reply from the Commissioners 
regarding the rest jabs, and we 
hope that our Tuesday rest job to 
Warrnambool will be knocked out. 
This job was on  a two months' 
trial, but it is still in operation 
and we have no reply whether it 
is to be made permanent.—W. PHIL-
POTT. 

JOLIMONT.—The ordinary meet- 
ing of the Branch was held at Joli- 
mont on  May 7, Mr. Gault in the 
chair . Regret was expressed by 
the members present at the loss sus- 
tained by Comrade W. Hevev, 
through the death of his wife. 

There was a number of important 
matters dealt with, and regret was 
expressed that some of the items 
of great concern to the members 
were not brought into operation 
more quickly than has been done; 
for instance, the apparatus for 
clearing the rain off the window 
in front of the motorman's cab. 
This is a very important matter, 
for the reason that it puts an extra 
strain on the motormen in the run-
ning of the fast electric suburban 
service of Melbourne, and a resolu-
tion was carried to endeavor to in-
duce the Commissioners to have the 
air cleaner applied to all cans as 
soon as possible. There is still 
great dissatisfaction amongst the 
members through the long shifts on 
Saturdays, and it was decided by 
the meeting to endeavor to have 
this grievance redressed. There 
was a number of other grievances 
under consideration. Amongst them 
were the number of glaring lights 
that interfere with motormen in 
picking up the home signa's. It 
was resolved by the meeting that 
these electric lights should be 
shaded, so as not to interfere with 
motormen's view. and members are 
requested to report any such light, 
so that it may he brought under 
the notice of the proper anthari-
ties. It was also brought under 
notice that the down pipe that was 
recommended for the motor coaches 
to carry the water, so as to prevent 
the motormen from getting wet while 
setting the trip was not yet put on 
the cars. Members expressed dis-
appointment at the difficulty they 
had in getting these important mat-
ters attended to.—J. CROUGH. 

KORUMBURR A. — The ordinary 
meeting of the above Branch was 
held in the class room on Sunday, 
11th May. The attendance was poor 
on account of the bad weather pre-
vailing. The minutes of the pre- 

vious meeting were read and con- 
firmed. The correspondence was 
then read and dealt with. Having 
very little general business, the 
meeting closed at 1 p.m.—P. A. 
LEHMAN. 

MARYBOROUGH.—Meeting of the 
Maryborongh Branch was held in 
the Workers' Hall, on the 11th May, 
at 2.30 p.m., President F. N. Pal- 
mer in the chair, who presided over 
a fair attendance. 	Only a small 
amount of correspondence was put 
through from our comrades up north, 
which proves that things are going 
along O.K. The News Letter was 
then react, and was listened to with 
interest. A few new members were 
elected as  members of this Branch, 
also two or three nominations. A 
fair amount of general business was 
put through . Complaint was made 
by some of the drivers as to the 
class of  buckets that was given 
to them as part of their kit. Per- 
sonally speaking, they would be 
suitable for a water crane. All 
that is required is a jib attached to 
them. We are pleased to say that 
the last batch of firemen who sat 
for driving some time ago, are at 
last being put through their prac-
tical test this week. The members 
of this P.°anch regret the action of 
the department in counting their 
time from the time they go through 
their signals. Two of V  the boys at 
Maryboroueh have suffered the loss 
of a fair amount of driving through 
the depa ■ tment taking so long in 
bringing the examination to finality. 
Bitter complaint was brought for-
ward by some of the cleaners who 
are eligible for firing, against some 
of our drivers not wiring for re-
lief on the road. A. list of names 
was given and the trains run by 
them. Some of these shifts run 
over 12 hours. It is deplo•rpable - 

 to think that after the hard fighting 
done by the Union, to have engine-
men relieved from working  exces-
sive hours, some are closing their 
eyes to the great principle that 
the Union stands for, and are help-
ing to bring back to us the suffer-
ings of •ast years, when hours 
were exceptionally long, and the 
humane feeling 'to those upon the 
footplate was never recognised. 
Some of our young members have 
families to support, so let us be 
up and doing, and give to them. 
what the'- are entitled to. . Engine-
men of tl•is depot are experiencing 
great difficulty of late in getting 
along with the engines from the 
northern parts with dirty bailers. 
A dope is being used for the pur-
pose of enabling them to get along 
with the class of water that is in 
their districts. Naturally the 
Maryborough boys on their final 
sprint home experience the suffer-
ings of these unfortunates through 
not having a pick-me-up to settle 
their bowels till they get home. 
Friday and Saturday in these parts 
were exceptionally foggy, and the 
absence of the fog signalmen was 
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very noticeable by the engine crews  
who had to feel their way along as  
best they could. Once. again, safety  
last. A few items were set aside  
for the next deputation, and, as the  
hour was getting late the Chair-
man declared the meeting closed  
at 5.40 p.m.—F. N. PALMER.  

iSTAWELL.—Our usual monthly  
erecting was held on the 11th May  
at 2.30 p.m., and was attended by a  
large number of members, and it  
is very pleasing to see that mem-
bers are beginning to think that  
without co-operation, it is useless  
to try and improve our conditions. 

 I sincerely hope that the attend-
ances will still imporve, which only  
means that members are to lose  
three or four hours once a month  
for a good cause. Business of a  
general nature was plentiful, which  
was discussed, and mostly listed for  
deputation to Loco. Foreman. The  
balance sheet was liste.ied to with  

pleasure, and several members ex-
pressed their views as  to the sound  
financial position of ou: Union, and  
sincerely hope that ii will still  
improve. Holidays are Cue talk of  
our depot, which an (mg: ieman al-
ways looks forward to. We always  
get sufficient notice, so as to prepare  

for the cold and rain. Holidays are  
very rarely enjoyed when the sun-
shine is out, but taking . the good  
with the bad, they a. e alright for  
a bit of a spell, which is essential  
to enable an engineman to carry  
on under the conditions imposed  
upon us  by the Department.—A..  
E. DANS. 

SEYMOUR. — The  usual  monthly  
meeting of the Seymour Branch of  
the. A.F.U.L.E. was held in_ the Fed-
eral Hall (Lodge Room), on • Sun-
day, May 11, at 2.30 p.m. Mr. A.  R.  
Lambden occupied the chair, and  
there was a fair atte :dance of  
members . All were pleased to learn  
that the matter of (superannuation  
for public servants was making such  
splendid progress. The granting of  
superannuation to members will lift  
a big weight from their shoulders,  
and will guarantee themselves and  
their families being provided for in  
their old age. After having follow-
ed the arduous occupation of our  
Palling for so many years, engine-
men should be entitled to look for-
ward to at least a little comfort  
hi their old age. Exception h as  been  
taken to the practice adopted in  
this depot of booking men on late  
shifts for public holidays and find-
ing late in the day 'a means where-
by they can be debarred from the  
penalty rates entitled to if worked  
on the holiday, by putting the  
shift back until after midnight.  
One case of this nature happened  
very recently. A crew were booked  
on their regular job 10 p.m. pilot  
relief. About 3 p.m. they were  
notified that they would not be  
required to sign ou until 12.16 a.m. 
They, " were again booked on  

the ,same eight. 	Members arc of  
opinion that this is playing the game  
a little low down, and is hardly in  
conformity with the slogan of the 
Commissioners: Help us to help you.. 
Most of the members here are well  
ahead of their contributions now  
that the paper levy is to be credit-
ed as  contributions. The big ma-
jority had paid the levy and were  
not anxious to have it credited to  
their accounts. It has been de-
cided to held a combined Railway  
Union Social this year. This func-
tion was looked forward to with  
pleasure by the public of Seymour  
prior to the war, and all are jubilant  
with the news of its revival.—B.  
FLA NAGAN.  

TRARALGON. — The ordinary  
monthly meeting was held in the  
Drivers' Room on Sunday, May 11th. 
The President, Mr. W. Todd, oc-
cupied! the chair. There was a 
moderate attendance, but what we 
lacked in numbers was made up in 
enthusiasm. The correspondence was 
read and listened to with great in-
terest. A few items of local in-
terest were dealt with under gene-
ral business. The balance sheet for  
last year was read out and the Ex-
ecutive are to be complimented for  
the strong financial position of the  
Union. It is disappointing to bear  
that there are still some unfinan-
cal members on the books. It is  
a pity tha.t we cannot deal with  
the members the same as they do in  
Queensland, where only those who  
are financial on the books parti-
cipate in any of the benefits won  
by the Union. I am very pleased to  
be able to report that we have  
not one single uniinangial member  
in the depot, but we have a few  
on the out-stations, who we do not  
see perhaps for months at a time. 

 I think it is about time the Union  
took a decided stand about these  
members who are prepared to ride  
on their mates' back, and I hope  
that this matter is brought up  
again at this year's Grand Council,  
and  I would suggest that a letter  
be sent direct from the Executive  
to these members, informing them  
that if they do not make ari effort  
to wipe off their arrears within a  
given time that their names will  
be published in "The Footplate,"  
and if this has not the desired effect  
to prosecute them. We were all  
very pleased to see that our worthy  
General Secretary, Mr. A. S. Drake-
ford, had been appointed to place  
our case before the Arbitration  
Court, as  we recognise that "there  
is no man in the organisation more  
able to state our case than he is.  
A local committee has  been formed  
to link up with the other State  
public servants in the town to for-
ward the superannuation scheme.  
The local member has already been  
approached by the State School  
Teachers' Association, and  he  has  
stated that he is personally in favor  
of superannuation for all State pub- 

lic servants. A joint committee of  
same is to be held one night this  
week. And now that the State elec-
tions are looming in the near fut- 
ure, it is up to all members to  
make this a personal matter, and  
a very live question, and to get the  
views of every candidate before the  
election comes off. I am very pleas-
ed to bo able to report that the  
Labor candidate for the Gippsland  
West electorate is having large  
meetings everwhere he speaks. They  
had a very large meeting last Sun-
day night. They had J. Scullin up  
from town, and he opened their  
eyes to the doings of the so-called  
Nationalist Government for the past  
three years. With decent organisa-
tion, it is almost a certainty for  
the Labor man to • pull off this seat.  
Hoping that we will have a brill-
iant victory for Labor at the coming  
elections.—A. C. LEWIS.  

SPARKS.  

Members throughout the State are 
asked not only to. vote for Labor 
candidates, but to work for them 
wholeheartedly. 

—o— 
There are no less than forty La-

bor candidates in the field, and there 
is every chance that Labor will 
be the strongest party in the State 
House after June 26th; but all 
workers must do their share in the 
fight. Do your part l 

—o— 
Keep in mind the fact that Vic-

toria and New South Wales, which 
are ruled by Nationalist-Liberal re-
actionary Governments, are oppos-
ing the right of railwaymen and 

 public servants to approach the 
Federal Arbitration Court, and that 
the Labor Governments of Tasmania, 
West Australia, and South Australia 
have withdrawn the opposition rais-
ed by the previous Liberal Gov-
ernments of those . States, and 
Queensland does not oppose it. Re-
member that Labor stands for equal 
rights for all citizens, and vote 
" Labor." 

—o— 
If you are an old railwaymiari 

you will know without the telling, 
the need for superannuation. If you 
are a young one you will under-
stand it later on. If you are in the 
prime of your life and service you 
will both know the need for it and 
the need to work for it. Work for 
it now, and  it will work for you 
later on.  

—o— 
The people of Great Britain re-

turned Labor as  the strongest po-
litical party at the last election, 
because it h as  a constructive pol-
icy. Labor is the only party which 
offers a constructive policy for all 
classes, but the exploiting classes 
in Victoria. Your opportunity is 
here. It comes seldom. Make good 
use of it.  
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What "All Grades" Railway Unionism Says 

The " N.U.R." Joint Secretaries Statement in 1919 

(Reprinted from the British Locomotive Jou rnal, Nevember, 1919). 

N.U.R. THANKS TO OUR MEMBERS. 
This issue of this "Journal"  is, we believe, the most important and valuable ever produced. It ought to be 

in the hands of every member of the Society . Next comes the story of the Strike itself, and the magnificent 
solidarity of all railway workers. Thirdly, we feel intense pleasure at reproducing the handsome messages which 
follow. They are not all we have received—not half the number we have received—but they are typical of all, and 
indicate in striking terms the esteem which our members have won by their ready and generous response to the call 
to stand by the N.U.R. in their all-important fight with the Government. We can truly say that our entire member- 
ship will watch with anxious interest the negotiations between the N.U.R. and the Government, and will hope for 

a happy issue for our railway colleagues. 

MESSAGE FROM RT. HON. J. H. THOMAS, M.P. 

Unity House, Euston Road, London, N.W. 1, 
13th cter 1919. This being the first occasion on which I have ever addressed a message through the "Locomotive J u

rnal," it is fitting that it should be to express my heartfelt and sincere thanks to every member of the A.S.L.E. & F. for 
the magnificent spirit of comradeship and loyalty displayed in the struggle through which we have just emerged so 
successfully. 

The battle was not only for Railwaymen. It was for Labour throughout the country, but it was the Rail-
waymen who had to bear the brunt of the blow, and right well they did it. But to me, however, the outstanding 
feature was that, in spite of the differences between our Unions in the past, when the struggle came all these differ-
ences were swept aside and only the principle was considered. I, as a Locomotiveman, am proud of every Driver, 
Fireman, and Cleaner in the country. They had nothing to gain in the fight, but everything to lose. Nothing can 
ever wipe the memory of this out, and it Iles certainly linked us closer than ever before. 

Allow me also to congratulate your Executive Committee on the bold stand they took all through; although 
not involved, they never feared the result. Alse, of your General Secretary, Mr. Bromley, I would say that he proved 
to myself a loyal partner, never once attempting to interfere. never once doubting the course taken, but always at 
my side, merely asking what he could do and how best it could be done. Just as you ought to be proud of your own 
part, it should 

 d  lobe some consolation to know that I am equally proud of you. That the other grades of the rail- way 	 always appreciate your action, and, if n eds be, show it in an equally practical manner, is the sin- cere belief and wish of, 

Yours fraternally, J. H. THOMAS. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE N.U.R. 

60, Slate Street, Olive Grove, Sheffield, 
Dear Mr. Bromley, 	 October 10th, 1919. 

Now that we have emerged from the great struggles, and one can sit down to quietly review the events of 
the past few weeks, I desire to tender to yourself, your Executive Committee, and all the members of the A.S.L.E. 
& F. my very sincere gratitude for the splendid and unselfish assistance which you have rendered to the members 
of the N,U.R. throughout the crisis. 

Your members had no monetary advantage to g  in,  indeed, that was the position of every Locomotiveman 
—but having satisfied yourselves that our claim was reasonable, and realising that a Trade Union principle was at 
stake, you came into the fight wholeheartedly, and helped us to win a great battle for the whole working class of 
this country. g 

It is true we differ as to forms and methods of Trade Union organisation, but bearing in mind that all such 
comparatively minor differences were swept aside when a real crisis arose, I venture to hope that our future relations 
may not only be free from the old bitterness, but that ultimately we may devise a means whereby perfect unity may 
be achieved without any violation of the deep-rooted convictions held by our respective memberships. Personally, I 
am prepared to do all that I am able to accomplish this, and I am certain that I voice the overwhelming opinion of 
the members of the N.U.R. in this matter. 

Again let me thank you, and assure you that if ever the time arrives when your members are attacked in 

to hle is me  of 1919
were many of ours by the recent proposals, you will find that the N.U.R. will not forget its duty 

With every good wish. 
I remain, 

Yours very sincerely, C. T. CRAMP. 
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What "All Grades" Railway Unionism Does ! 

The " N.U.R." Secretaries Joint Action in 1924. 

(Reprinted from the British Locomotive Journal, February, 1924). 

It seems but a short time since 1919, when the spirit of brotherhood amongst the Railway Trade Üni,)r,, 
and Railway Workers generally, enthused them in their struggle against reductions in wages, and gave e'en 11, 
pessimists definite ground for hope that inter-union differences were at last a thing of the past. In that titanic 
struggle the Locomotivemen of our Society, with nothing to gain and much to lose, voluntarily offered ra the N.U.R. 
their assistance, without limit or stint, on behalf of the "other grades." The offer was gladly accepted, 'into, the whole 
of our resources, moral, physical, and financial, were at once applied to the struggle. History recorded this perfect 
altruism and a deluge of letters of commendation were received. 

Time has now brought a struggle which applies solely to Locomotivemen, and with the ring of the plaudits 
and thanks still in our ears, and with a magnificent illuminated address hanging in the office perpetually reminding us 
of the appreciation and thanks of the N.U.R. for our assistance in saving other grades from reductions in wages, we 
may perhaps be forgiven if we thought the N.U.R. might now desire to repay their debt of honour and rally to our 
assistance, particularly as a section of their own members were affected by the reductions which our Society refuses 
to accept. 

Unfortunately for railwaymen, and for the worker generally, the opportunity for continuity of brotherhood 
has not been embraced, nor has the usual "strict (not to s aggest benevolent) neutrality" under Trade Union prin-
ciples been observed. From reports received it would appear that the N.U.R. are prepared to not only disregard 
moral obligations, but are adopting an attitude which can only be regarded as tending to defeat our Society in its 
struggle for Locomotivemen. 

The following is a copy of a circular issued by the N.U.R. to their Branches, and broadcast through the 
Press :— 

Fellow-Members, 

We have now been officially informed that the threatened Associated Strike will take place on Sunday midnight. 

Up to this moment we have refused to believe, although preparing for all emergencies, that so grave a blunder and such a blow at 
the very principles of Collective Bargaining, would have been embarked upon. 

Varying statements have been made as to the effects of the National Wages Board Award on Locomen, such as that it will result in 
dismissals, and that many other hardships will follow. 

The Railway Companies have now issued their statement, which is strictly in accord with the facts presented to the National Wages 
Board, and which were in the minds of the representatives of the A.S.L.E. & F., the R.C.A., and the N.U.R. before they signed the Award. 

If any of the consequences that have so generally stated were likely to follow, your representatives would not have signed the Award 
under any consideration, and we are entitled to say that the same facts would undoubtedly have governed both the Associated representatives 
in their action. 

We have stated that we deplore this strike, not only because of its effect on the machinery that we have built up, and which, in 
spite of criticism, has worked satisfactorily, but because it would also tend to destroy the local and sectional machinery which provides a 
means of removing local grievances. 

It is therefore incumbent upon all members of our Organisation to realise that the honor and prestige of their Union is at stake. 
Some discussion on the word "blacklegging" has taken place, but the member of the N.U.R. who cease work, or refuses to do any job that 
he would have done if there had been no strike, is a "blackleg" to the signature of his accredited representatives, and a traitor to the de-
cision of the Special General Meeting, which is the democratic method by which his views are expressed. 

For all these reasons, and many more, we make this last appeal to our members to be loyal, not only to their Union, but to the great 
Cause of Trade Unionism and Collective Bargaining. No intimidation or abuse of any kind must divert them from their path of duty, 
which is: "LOYALTY TO THEIR ORGANISATION." 

Yours fraternally. 
(Signed) J. H. THOMAS. 
(Signed) C. T. CRAMP. 

P.S.—If, unfortunately, an attempt is made to enforce this strike, the offices will be open night and day to give instructions on any 
matters of doubt. 

A reply to this amazing circular was published in the Press, and we leave judgment in the hands of the 
Trade Unionists of the country. 

Further efforts from N.U.R. sources to defeat the Locomotivemen in their struggle are indicated in a letter 
to the Industrial Secretary, Mr. Cramp, published in the Press of January 24 . 

In spite of all opposition our fight goes on to Victory. It is a fight of Locomotivemen for Locomotivemen, 
and whether others are for us or against us, we stand firmly against the attack of the capitalist, not only for Locomo-
tivemen but for the worker generally. EVERY DEFEA T OF A SECTION OF WORKERS MEANS A STEP 
DOWN FOR ALL WORKERS. 

The National Union of Railwaymen, 
Unity House, Euston Road, N.W. 1, 

January 24th, 1924. 



362 	 May-.lune. 1921. 	THE FOOTPLATE. 	 June 6, 1924.  

MANAGERIAL NOTES  

All communications to be ad-
dressed to the "Manager," care of  
Assistant or Divisional Secretary,  
\_.F.U.L.E., Tasmanian Government  
Railways, Launceston. Correspon-
dents must attach their name and  
address, not necessarily for publi-
cation.  

Literary contributions to be in the  

hands of the above not later than  
the first Saturday in each month.  
The Manager shall decline to forward  
for  publication any article that in  
his Judgment will prove detrimental  
to the interests of the Federation or  
respective divisions.  

Things for Tasmanian heathers to  
think over and act upon during the  
coining month:— 

HAVE YOU— 
i. . Paid your Union clues to the end  

of June ? 
2. Considered what items you 'de-

sire to place on Annual Meeting  
Agenda ?  

3. Got your name on the roll ready  
for State elections that seem  
an imminent possibility of the  
near future* ?  

4. Determined to contest an official  
seat at the annual elections of  
your Union?  

5. Considered the added work it  
means to your Union if you do  
not pay up promptly and other-
wise assist ?  

6. Contributed your quota towards  
. assisting the Federation in the  
support or Great Britain's Lo-
comotivenien's fight for you ?  
If not, send at least 2s. 4d. to  
your Branch Secretary. Thus  
you will help to produce  
least £1,000 to the Federation's  
fund.  

7. Considered will your Union Sec-
retary have to chase you like  
a rent collector between now  
and June 30th, or will you as-
sist him ?  

MONTH BY MONTH.  
The following letter has been sent  

to the Hon. the Minister of Rail-
ways, re his recent ruling that cer-
!tain deputation items could not be  
dealt with by him:  
Australian Federated Union of Loco- 

motive Enginemen.  
(Tasmanian Division.)  

96 Elphin Road,  
May 24th, 1924.  

The Hon. the Minister for Railways,  
Hobart.  

Deputation March 24th and your  
letter 16th April, 1924.  

Dear Sir,—By direction of my Ex-
ecutive respectfully referring to your  
letter, I am directed to respectr  
fully say:— 

They appreciate that under tilo  
Railway Management Act of 1910 
very wide powers are vested in the 

Colnrlri89iOnei' for Railways, but for  
the purpose of ensuring more sat-
isfactory adjustment of industrial  
matters to all parties concerned, in  
subsequent years were established:  

1. The Railway Service Appeal  
Board Act.  

2. The Railway Classification  
Board Agreement. 

Endorsed by the Hon. the Minister,  
the Commissioner for Rys. and the  
various Officers of various Railway  
Organisations respectively. 

lit regard to item  '2 of  deputation.  
This  recommendation of the Railway  
Classification Board was approved  
by the then Commissioner, and in  
accord with the Railway Manage-
ment Act of 1910, the Deputy and  
subsequently Acting Commissioner,  
espectively, were legally and moral-

ly bound to carry out such written  
Agreement when it was approved  
by the officer their vested with power  
to pay under the Railway Manage- 
merit Act; equally as it is the G^ o- 
vernment in honor bound to re-
spect the continued agreement of  
its predecessor. Your letter con-
veys in effect That the Govern-
ment cannot honor the Agreement  
because the Acting Commissioner  
will not honor the  written appro-
val of his responsible predecessor.  
Such facts my Executive respect-
fully submit might well be review-
ed from the viewpoint that the facts  
are contained in plainly written,  
signed, documents, for whose ex-
istence and observance the Gov-
ernment are equally as responsible  
as is the Acting Commissioner under  
the Railway Classification Board  
Agreement.  

Item 3 of deputation is a request  
made, not under the Railway Man-
agement Act of 1910, but under the  
Railway Service Appeal Board Act  
of 1917,.  which in Clause 2 repeals  
the powers given the Commissioner  
under the 1910 Act.  

Page 92, Clause 39 of Regulations  
under the Railway Service Appeal  
Board Act expressly provides for  
the decision of the Hon. the Min-
ister for Railways to be final in  
matters of interpretation. In the  
case referred to an employee lodg-
ed Appeal because he was reduced  
in rate of pay as result of depart-
mental officers breaking regulations  
under the Railway Management Act  
of 1910, and, in effect, we under-
stand, the Chairman of the Board  
rules ,he cannot hear the case under  
the Appeal Board Act, because the  
department have broken the regu-
lation, and not the employee, even  
though the latter is penalised as  a  
result of regulations being broken.  
My Executive do not dispute the cor-
rectness of  the  Chairman's ruling;  
they are merely in doubt, and so  
sought your interpretation under the 

 

Act above referred to; further re-
questing that should the matter be  
beyond the scope of the Railway  
Service Appeal Board Act in, your  
opinion, that you would be pleased  
to afford the employees concerned  
the necessary permission to prose-
cute the Acting Commissioner for  
wages short paid through the civil  
courts of the State, such action to  
be prosecuted without prejudice to  
the employees' future departmental  
status, for it is deemed that when  
the ex-Commissioner and the Par-
liament of the day established regu-
lations 118 and 125, for instance, 

 they became a law of the land equal  
in status to any other portion of  
the Railway Management Act of 
1910. and as such should be respect-
ed by -the  departmental officers re- 
sponsible for their observance In  
other sections of the railway depart-
nient they are observed, as pointed  
out to you at deputation; yet in  
this case, for instance, in the loco-
motive runn ing department they  
are broken, and the employees pen-
alised for no fault of their `own.  

Item 4. Is simply another case  
under the Railway Classification  
Board's approved recommendations,  
where employees have not been paid  
at,  the rates approved. The only  
objection offered by the Acting Com-
missioner is That he will not pay,  
as the particular work is only done  
for a short time each clay. My Ex-
ecutive only ask for the approved  
rate for the time engaged, and if  
it is not paid retrospective, it simply  
means that the Acting-Commissioner  
and the Government are tearing up  
the Railway Classification Board  
Agreement as though it were a  
scrap of paper. Such is my Ex-
ecutive's opinion, for when recom-
mendations are approved as was this  
recommendation governing the rates  
for employees engaged in coaling  
engines, it is surely not unreason-
able for the men to expect payment,  
and to claim that the powers under  
the Railway Management Act of  
1910 were fully satisfied when the  
Ex-Commissioner attached his ap-
proving signature to the Board's  
recommendations in the years con-
cerned.  

Re Item 1. My Executive arc ,  
obliged for your successful repre-
sentations in regard to the calling  
together of the Railway Classifica-
tion Board at a sufficiently early  
date to avoid repetition of conges-
tion of work and added expense to  
the State.  

For your investigation as to the  
legitimacy and correctness of the  
manner in which their members' 

 claims were placed before you in  
accord with the various Acts, Agree-
ments and Regulations referred to,  
which supersede or are' of equal  
importance or standing as  the Rail-
way Management Act of 1910, my  
Executive would be grateful for.  

By direction of my Executive I lì n  
addressing a copy of this communica-
tion to the Acting Commissioner for  

TASMANIAN DIVISION 
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Railways for his information as to 
their respectful viewpoint. 

'Thanking you iu anticipation. 
I have the honour to be, Asir, 

Yours obediently, 
Divisional Secretary. 

The Acting Commissioner recently 
wrote, advising in connection with 
the case of Chargeman -----, irr 
which the Organisation contend that 
Regulations were broken, "That the 
whole of the Railway management 
was vested in the Commissioner, and 
advised that further communications 
should not be sent to Hon. Ministers 
of the Crown." 

The following reply has been for- 
v arded :— 

The Acting Commissioner for 
Railways, Hobart. 

Dear Sir,—By direction of my Exe-
cutive respectfully referring to your 
22/1684 regarding the Management 
of the Railways, and advising that 
such is vested wholly in the Acting 
Commissioner. 

My Executive would be grateful 
could they be favoured with more ex-
plicit understanding of your interpre-
tation of the Railway Management 
Act associated as it is to a more or 
less extent with the object and work of 
their Organisation. 

They understand:—In 1910 the Rail-
way Management Act came into exist-
ence. In 1917 the Railway Service 
Appeal Board Act was created and 
such Act repealed certain portions of 
the Railway Management  Act  of 1910; 
also subsequent to 1910 the Railway 
Classification Board Agreement was 
Signed by Representatives of the Gov-
ernnient,. Representatives of Em-
ployees and the Officer vested with 
Power to do so under the 1910 Act. 
In 1923 Parilament established a 
Royal Commission into Railway work-
ing, etc., with very comprehensive 
Powers of enquiry, yet such was not 
set out in .Railway Management Act. 
Yet notwithstanding all these subse-
quent actions of Parliament, your let-
ter would indicate that each and all 
of these Acts, Agreements, Commis-
sion and Regulations established sub-
sequent to 1910 have ceased to exist 
and function respectively. 

My Executive further understand:—
Under the Railway Management Act 
of 1910 the Officer vested with the 
power referred to therein, had power 
to make Regulations under the Act 
of 1910, and that from the date such 
Regulations were gazetted, they be-
c-me law, equally binding on the Com-
missioner, Deputy Commissioner, or 
Acting Commissioner, as the case 
might be, as well as being binding on 
the Employees. 

When one of such Regulations were 
broken in a certain case (Standaloft) 
for example, Reg. 118A, gazetted on 
January 17th, 1922, it was recognised 
as quite correct for their Organisation 
to gluery the legality or correctness 

of such action. The course adopted 
was (1) To bring such under the De-
partmental Officers notice. It was not 
rectified. (2) It was referred to the 
Commission into Railway working in 
evidence. (3) It was referred to the 
Hon. The Minister for Railways, he 
being deemed the then responsible 
State Official to deal with such mat-
ters. (4) The Hon. The Minister re-
ferred the matter to the Acting Com-
missioner for Railways, who was 
vested with power to deal with such 
under the Railway Management Act 
of 1910, such being an unfinalised mat-
ter from his Predecessor. (5) In your 
reply to the Hon The Minister, a cor-
rect statement was not given by irrele-
vant matter, incorrectly compiled 
being added, and such is deemed both 
unfair to the Employees concerned 
and confusing to the Hon. The Minis-
ter in the respectful opinion of my 
Executive. The Railway Management 
Act of 1910 provides for the Acting 
or Deputy Commissioner to accept 
full responsibility of the Ex-Commis-
sioner's action when he failed to carry 
out Reg. 118A, which was then "Law." 
The report of the present Chief Me-
chanical Engineer indicates the error 
or judgment that arose on the part of 
past Officers when the Regulation was 
broken, and so it is respectfully 
deemed, the Acting Commissioner is 
responsible to the Hon. The Minister 
for the rectifying of the lack of judg-
ment that resulted in Standaloft being 
penalised by loss of time 'and holidays 
when the Regulation was broken. 

My Executive respectfully deem 
that their actions have been and  are 

 quite proper in making representa-
tions to the Hon. The Minister when 
they deem the law is broken. The 
Government deemed it proper to set 
up a Commission to enquire into such 
matters, and they respectfully deem 
that justice or reason is not satisfied 
by your letter of the 12th ultimo, or 
the concluding sentence in your letter 
of February 8th to the Hon. The 
Minister for Railways. 

In view of what has transpired to 
date in connection with the subject, 
my Executive would be grateful could 
the incorrect statement as conveyed 
to the Hon. The Minister over date of 
February 8th be rectified to enable 
him and his Government to clearly 
determine if the Law as expressed in 
the Railway Management Act of 1910 
and Regulations made under such Act 
have been fully carried out and honor-
ably satisfied. 

By direction of my Executive I am 
to respectfully forward a copy of this 
communication to the Hon. The Minis-
ter for Railways. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 
Yours faithfully, 

DIVISIONAL SECRETARY. 

The Railway Classification Board 
(Locomotive Running Section) met on 
May 16th. While no official decision 
is to hand, it is understood the fol- 

lowing recommendations were arrived 
at :- 

 W ages. 
Ail Employees within the Section, 

excepting Junior Cleaners under 21. 
years, increased 8d. per day. 

Cleaners under 21 years increased 
2d. per day. 

On other items the Acting Commis-
sioner claimed: 

That in connection with time and a 
half for Sunday work, the time worked 
on Sunday should be commuted in the 
weeks work and lot stand alone as at 
present. 

2. That the payment of time and a 
quarter for work in excess of 12 hours 
from home station be abolished. 

3. That extra payment for night 
work be abolished. 

4. That additional payment for dri-
vers of double-headed trains working 
through tunnels be abolished. 

5. That expenses be calculated on 
the fololwing scale from time of de-
parture from home station to time of 
.arrival at home station on return:- 

10 to 16 hours 1/3. 
16 to 24 hours 2/6, and so on in a 

sliding scale, as set out up to 162 to 
168 hours, 31/3, and subsequently at 
the rate of 1/3 for every 8 hours or 
part thereof. 

An additional 2/- to be allowed each 
time a bed is necessarily occupied 
where the Department provide no 
sleeping accommodation during the 
first 168 hours of absence. 

It is understood that the Board de-
cided to leave all Sunday time, etc., 
and penalty rates as they at present 
exist. In regard to expenses and al-
lowances, the only alteration made 
was to provide for a maximum of 5/-
per day 

SMOKE SOCIAL. 

A very enjoyable smoke social was 
held by the Locomotive men in the 
National Chambers, Launceston, on 
the evening of the 10th of May. Or-
ganised by an able Committee, mar-
shalled by Comrades Blackburn, Jones, 
Mitchell, Edwards, Stephens and 
Smith, all things went with a swing, 
including toastts, songs, speeches, 
laughter, etc.. 

The Loco. boys well demonstrated 
their united and individual capability 
for merriment and were ably led in 
their musical efforts by Messrs Black-
burn, Shaw, Bagley, Dauern, Turner, 
Smith, Peterson and  Loco. Choral 
Society. 

During the evening occasion was 
taken to do honor to the Divisional 
Secretary (Mr. E. M. Cunningham), 
who, on behalf of the members of the 
Division, was presented by the Presi-
dent with a gold watch and chain and 
Union Emblem, inscribed as follows: 
--"In appreciation of services render-
ed Railway Commission 1923." 

Proceedings terminated at 11.45 
p.m., by •  the singing of "01d Lang 
Syue." 
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May Day 
Special efforts were made by the 

various Trades Unions and Working 
Class organisations this Year to cele-, 
brate the International Workingc'ass 
clay, and with that object in view 
a. procession was arranged on Sunday 
May 4th, to march from the Trades 
Hall to the Yarra Bank, where 
meetings were addressed by various 
politicians and Labor leaders. 

The procession was not a huge 
success, but there were thousands 
of people assembled at the Bank, 
and it is evident that a greater per-
centage of the working class are 
waking up to the robbery' and ex-
ploitation which is taking place un-
der the capitalist system. May Day 
was originally a holiday of the peo-
ple, and many interesting incidents 
are recorded of its celebration in 
many countries of the world. 

It is the International Labor Day, 
and in 1889, at the International 
Socialist Congress in Parrs, a resolu-
tion was carried creating May Day 
a day to he celebrated by the work-
ers all over the world. 

In the twentieth century we still 
see more than half the World held 
to a life-long service of toil, but the 
light. is slowly coming; and those 
students of Marx, who see the com- 
ing of the New Era, where war, 
want. and misery no longer exist: 
where there will be no class strug-
gle; where the capitalist class, by 
its insidious methods, wig no longer 
drive sections of the workers into 
"strikes," where they can be h'ud-
geoned, one by one, by sta-vation; 
whereleeace snail prevail, and where 
science will work in the interests 
of the working class, and all the 
luxuries of the world, of which there 
are full and plenty for all,--these 
students hid the workers remember 
theslogan of the prophetic Marx: 
"Workers of the world, unite: you 
have nothing but your e hains to 
lose. and a world to win.—W. 
LEWIS. 

" SLOGANIANA." 

The " Herald," writing on election 
proposais, suggests that effective 
slogans are required. How about a 
few railway and political ;sloga-es. 
Some of these ought to produce 
applause, or at least a clap of ap-
proval 1 

Plough more Paddocks ! 	Farm 
more Farms ! 	Shear more Sheep ! 
Wear more wool ! 	Grow more 
Grass  1 Munch more Meat ! Raise 
more Raisins 1 Eat more Fruit t 
Leave ont the Liberals ! Live 
like Lords ! Furnish more Freights! 
Think more Thoughts! Ride by 
Rail 1 Use more Energy 1 Knock 
out the Nationalists ! Sing more 
Slogans ! Rout the Reactionaries ! 
Vitalise Victoria ! Line up for La-
bor! Vote more Votes, and Advance 
all Australia I 

EARLY DAYS ON THE 
VICTORIAN RAI1_W.YS 

By George Brown. 

Having tried in my previous paper 
to explain the running of trains be- 
fore arid after the introdcution of the 
staff and ticket system, I will try and 
give an account of further improve- 
ment in safety running. The general 
use of the telephone and telegraph 
was a great factor. Then came the 
splendid system of interlocking work- 
ed from signal boxes and the division 
of sectional running brought about 
the question of what should denote a 
complete train. It was considered 
that a red light at night and an ordi-
nary lamp by day should show a com-
plete train, but it was soon found to 
be very unsatisfactory and led to all 
kinds of trouble and expenses. The 
tail lamp at the back of an engine at-
tached to a train had to be taken off 
and put out of sight somewhere. When 
an engine was running tender first, 
that meant three lamps to be taken 
off, and as they were pretty heavy, 
and no where to put them, things got 
mixed up. A large number of large 
Yankee lamp were in use at this time, 
and as it took two men to take them 
off, the drivers usually carried an old 
bag to cover them up. Again, an 
engine attached to a goods train at 
night, although it showed a white 
light, had to light it while shunting 
at a road-side station and blow it out 
again on starting away again. The 
shifting, handling and planting of 

these lamps amongst the coal bunkers 
must have cost a few hundred pounds 
in repairs. A deputation of drivers 
waited on the Commissioners on this 
subject. Mr. Speight said that there 
was no trouble in England over this 
matter. But it was pointed out to 
him that the lamps used in England 
were only half the size of ours, and 
asked where we were to put the big 
Yankee lamps. He asked what we 
would suggest to take the plac° in-
stead of a lamp to show the tail end 
of a train. I, as one of the deputa-
tion, suggested that a white disc 
..hould be used. He asked me where 
any signal was used. I told him that 
I had just spent my holidays in Syd-
ney and that they had brought it into 
use there and it had proved a success, 
and we thanked him for giving us the 
inter-State pass, as it enabled us to 
see what was being done on other 
railways. After further discussion 
it was decided to leave it to the signal 
engineers. But it was twelve months 
before the white disc was adopted and 
many a lamp was smashed in the 
meantime, The same deputation made 
complaint of the guage glasses on the 
"Y" and "D" class engines being too 
short and that drivers always liked to 
see the movement of the top of the 
water in the glass so that they could 

detect at once if there was a stop-
page. The shop manager being pre-
sent, said . that the top mounting could 
not be made higher on account of the 
bevel of the firebox, but he said that 
the bottom mounting might be lower-
ed. I interjected that would not do 
as some of the bottom mountings were 
below the top of the firebox now, and 
that some of the drivers had recently 
been punished for dropping the lead 
plug on certain engines, although 
they contended water was showing in 
the glass when the plug went, Mr. 
Speight wanted to know whether they 
were Colonial or English engines, I 
said on both. 

When I made the statement I drop-
ped into a warm time for a few min-
utes. Mr. Allison Smith and the shop 
manager contended that I was mad, 
and did not know what I was talking 
about. But Mr. Speight, who was al-
ways a gentleman, gave me fair play, 
and gave instructions that the boilers 
should be examined at once. I said 
that I should know if my statement 
was true or not and if true the men 
e'•-lould not be punished who had re-
cently dropped lead plugs; to this Mr. 
Speight gave me a promise. A month 
after this my foreman told me that he 
had been instructed to let me know 
that my statement had been found to 
be correct and the trouble would be 
rectified. Incidents of this descrip-
tion go to show the value of men 
being united and officers sympathetic 
to make good service. 

JOIN THE 

Loco Self-Denial 
Fund. 

NO ENTRANCE FEE. 

CONTRIBUTIONS, 6d. per Week 

BENEFITS . . . . £1 per Week 

DEATH LEVY, is. per Member 
Over 800 Members have joined this 

Fund. 

Get a Rule Book on Joining. 

DO IT NOW AND HELP YOURSELF 

S. SAMSON, Secretary. 

136 Ross Street, Po rt  Melbourne, 
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Go to the Poll on Thursday. June 26 
AND VOTE FOR THE 

ENDORSED LABOR CANDIDATES 

    

 

ABBOTSFORD—G. C. WEBBER, M.L.A. 	GLENELG—W. E. THOMAS, M.L.A. 

ALBERT PARK—A. K. WALLACE, M.L.A. 	GRENVILLE—A. HUGHES, M.C., M.L.A. 

BALLARAT EAST—W. McADAM. 	 HAMPDEN—JOHN COUSTLEY. 

BALLARAT WEST—M. LAZARUS. 	 HAWTHORN—E. C. CUMMINS. 

BARWON—Mrs. A. KATZ. 	 JIKA JIKA—J. CAIN, M.L.A. 

BENDIGO EAST—L. J. CLOUGH, M.L.A. 	MARY BOROUGH—G. FROST, M.L.A. 

BENDIGO WEST--A. E. COOK. 	 MELBOURNE—T. HAYES. 

BRUNSWICK—J. R. JEWELL, M.L.A. 	 MORNINGTON—Cr. W. DOWLING. 

BULLA—R. T. HJORTH. 
	 NORTH MELBOURNE—G. M. PRENDERGAST, 

CARLTON—R. H. SOLLY, M.L.A. 
	 M.L.A. 

CASTLEMAINE—W. H. WEBBER. 
	 OVENS—JOHN PRICE. 

COLLINGWOOD--T. TUNNECLIFFE, M.L.A. 	POLWARTH—W. R. NICHOL. 

DALHOUSIE—R. T. POLLARD, M.L.A. 	PORT FAIRY—H. S. BAILEY, M.L.A. 

DANDENONG—Cr. R. BEARDSWORTH. 	PORT MELBOURNE—J. L. MURPHY, M.L.A. 

DAYLESFORD—JAMES McDONALD. 
	 RICHMOND—E. J. COTTER, M.L.A. 

DUNDAS—W. SLATER, M.L.A. 
	 STAWELL and ARARAT—FRANK BROPHY. 

EAST MELBOURNE—Cr. G. HOOPER. 
	SWAN HILL—E. NICHOLLS. 

ESSENDON—FRANK KEANE. 	 TOORAK—C. W. COPE. 

FITZROY—J. W. BILLSON, M.L.A. 
	 UPPER GOULBURN—JOHN MINOGUE. 

FLEMINGTON—E. C. WARDE, M.L.A. 
	 WALHALLA—JAMES BERMINGHAM. 

GEELONG—W. BROWNBILL, M.L.A. 
	 WARRENHEIP—E. J. HOGAN, M.L.A. 

GIPPSLAND NORTH—D. G. O'DONNELL. 
	WARRNAMBOOL—L. BOLTON. 

GIPPSLAND WEST—JOHN McKELLAR. 
	WILLIAMSTOWN—J. LEMMON, M.L.A. 

  

  

ELECTION DAY 
THURSDAY, 26th JUNE, 1924 

     

 

HOURS OF POLLING-8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

METHOD OF VOTING. 

Place the figure 1 in the Square opposite the Name of the Labor Candidate. 

I 	I LABOR Candidate 

Place the figure 2 opposite your next Choice, and so on. 

Voters must place a number indicating the o rder of their preference opposite the name of each 

Candidate, otherwise the Ballot Paper will be informal. 

   

    

          

NOTICE TO MEMBERS. 
Assist your Branch Secretary to reach the 100 per cent. mark by paying up all dues to end of 

half-year. 
Final Pay Day for the Half-Year JUNE 19th. 



Passed into Legislation by Parliament  

WILL 

AND MEANS 

VITALISE 	VICT®RIA 
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I 

	 * 
RAILWAYMEN !  

Labor for Votes. 	 Vote Labor. 

	

* 	 *  *  

	

* 	Rout the Redistribution Reactionaries  

	

* 	 ON  

	

* 	 JUN E 26th  *  
AND  

Convince the Community 

	

* 	 THAT THE 	 *  

Labor Platform, L abor Principles& Labor  Policy 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

	

* 	ADVANCEMENT FOR AUSTRALIA  
.,.. 

*  x  
 *  

RAILWAY 	WORKERS I I 

	

ii 
	

*  
Do Not Fail to Attend Election Meeting in Your * 

* District 	 *  

	

* 	 Make it your business to ask every  
Candidate the following question :  

	

* 	" If Elected, will you actively advocate in Parliament the 	*  
" Introduction, during the Coming Session, of a Bill to 	* 

for 	nn  ÿ -cK« o9Stater a is an d iioN"fs^ ^^F.^siA^ 's _s.. 	for 	 i.i^'A 6E'seh 	Rail-  " way Employes 

	

* 	 * 

	

* 	 Note the Reply given and forward it  
*to Head Quarters of your Union.  

	

* 	 *  
Vote ONLY for those who ARE IN FAVOR of establishing  

	

* 	a Superannuation Scheme that will enable you to provide 	*  
against the hazards of your employment, incapacity and  

	

* 	old age. 	 *  

	

* 	 *  
t ***** ac x a: * ********************** * *air* a: *************** * * ************** ****** •  
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