
THE 0 c THEATRE 
Cleanliness 
	

Comfort 
	

Good Orchestra. 	Perfect Pictures 

      

Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten 

UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL 
UNIONISTS, you know what the above 

means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it. then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
got, help them to keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia has 
the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to the boys and your 
families to 

Support The Loco. 

      

(PROGRAMME CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY 
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Nottip 
• They are slaves who will not dare 

All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

vottomott omtveseassim 

MANAGERIAL NOTES. 

" The Footplate " is published 
monthly. 

All Branch Secretaries and Execu-
tive Officers are empowered to act 
as agents for this journal. Hand 
your contributions, name, and address 
to them. We do the rest. 

Phone, Central, 10235. 
Literary.—To ensure publication, 

contributions must be in not rater 
than the 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscriben; should see that " Tho 
Footplate" is sent to their private 
address, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribiirs will be held responsible for 
any Ward of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, 
and forward same alto to their 
Branch Secretary. 

EDITORIAL. 
w t.TCH THE "STATES" RIGHTS 

CONFERENCE ! 

All the forces that can be ranged 
on each side are gathering together 
on the "States Rights" issue, which 
in spite of the recent efforts on the 
conservative side to keep it from at-
tracting public attention, and to have 
this great issue dealt with. behind 
closed doors by means of secret con-
ferences, c,omposed as far as num-
bers go, mainly of political notor-
ieties who prefer being "big bugs 
amongst the little ones," in the State 
spbcre to the risk of being blotted 
out altogether, or having to be rated 
as merely "little bugs amongst the 
big ones" of "Australian" politics. 

The space devoted to it in the 
press rep:orts of the Prime Minis-
ter's speech in Perth on May 3rd. 
was less than that 'given 'to ;any other 
portion of his "away from home" 
,a.ddress, and it is evident that it was 
not intended that it should be given 
sufficient importance to attract much 
criticism. 

But it is an irrepressible issue. 
and if, as seem,s highly probable if 
not absolutely certain, the reae,tion-
ary forces continue in their opposi-
tion to the employees of State Gov- 

ernments having full Arbitration 
'rights and succeed in their little 
plot to delimit the Federal powers 
and glorify those, of the State then 
it must inevitably become one of, if 
not "the" greatest political issues ever 
fought in Australia. 

It is well known, of course, that 
to the minds of men who have been 
enjoying power over others for a 
number oi years the thought of los-
ing some of it, or of being super-
seded in that power of control by 
some wider authority, is repugnant 
and one which arouses their fierce 
antagonism, and the power which 
has been exercised by some of the 
States to deprive o-overnment employ-
ees of their incrus.trial rights has 
given mein a fee-,ing of "a,bsolut-
ism" that they are desperately loth 
to °dye up. 

There was little need for them 
to act, however, until late in 1920, 
when in the decision of the High 
Court of Australia in the case of 
the Amalgamated Society of Engin-
eers v'ersus the Adelaide Steamship 
Co. it was made clear that it wa.. ■ 
Intended by the framers of the Aus-
tralian Constitution that State Gov-
ernments could be made respondents 
to a plaint, and be bound by an 
award of the Arbitration Court, in 
,the same way as employers of labor 
in private enterprises. 

All the legal ma,chinery, and all 
the highest legal talent available 
has been u:sed since that time to 
reverse that decision, and althougte 
no opposition was raised to the case 
put before the Privy Council by Mr. 
Owen Dixon, K.C., for leave to be 
give,ii to app:eal against the High 
Court's decision, leave was never-
theless refused, as was considered 
inevitable by practically the whole 
of the legal profession interested in 
such matters,, on account of the re-
fusal of the High Court to grant a 
certificate for that purpose, without 
which it appeared to be useless to 
approach the Privy Council. 

The visit to the highes't legal 
tribunal in the Empire seems to have 
served its purpose, however, for not 
one of the States seemed to have 
suffered any disappointment at the 
refusal of leave to appeal; but it had 
the :effect of drawing attention to 
the fact that the great powers in 
State political circles were prepared 
to spend the people's money to any 
extent necessary to support their 
"views" on what should be the rul-
ing power over industrial matters in 
Australia. 

Their actions so far have all the 
appearance of political propaganda, 
exercised by means of spending 
money which is available from the 
pockets of their opponents, as well a,s 
from those of th:eir supporters, and 
it is well to remember that Queens-
land is not only the only State which 
refused to participate in the expen-
diture to restrict the Federal powersi 
over industrial matters, and that it is  

from tee State Pre,miers is to be 
bought from them by the handin, 
over of the Government employees 
to State control, which can he done 

alt2ring a few words in part 1 
i)age 2, of the Cinciliation and Arbi-. _ • 
tration Act, providing- the antend-„„e 
ment is agreed to by the Federaluoje 
Parliament. 

With such a highly-prized power:el( 
to barter for other things necessao" 
to the development of its poliey o.f4nd 
returning- to private enterprise nietlrin t 
octs the as yet untried Federal Minis-
try can buy :off a lot of opposition 
to its programme, but if it is carried 
through it will be an act of politi' 
cal daring which even a farmer-im-
porter-middleman political combina' 
Hen might live long enough to 1:0, 
gret . 

Every railwayman in the Commoirk 
wealth should keep a keen eye uponlklo 
the doings of the Conference of 
State Premiers, and their legal sat-, r 
telites, with the Prime Minister, tind,,ty 
in the meantime not lose a singlelhav, 
:opportunity to make it clear thatilie 
any attempt 'to restrict his rightSkstIN 
will be resented and resisted witIttspe, 
all his strength. TI 

It is u■seless to deny that it isPedu 
within the pow:er of the Federal Pardiin,, 
!Lament to clos:e the doors of' theittio 
Arbitration Court to Government enr-kwa 
ploYe.es. It is an easy matter pro'fbeet 
viding there is a majority withinklair 
the Federal Parliament willing totoriz. 
vote for it; but there is such a thingAwa 
as election day, and though it rna;',:t4.10 
now look far away, with the tide 0/4 b 
political opinion swingino. definitelYfia,e 
towards Labor again, it- o certaink; 
that those who won th:eir seats bY,i;) 
a narrow margin, and there axe 110:faill 
a, few, will hesitate before placinghwl 
State rights in front of Federal pro-jor 
gress . 

In many electorates in Australikd, e 
railwaymen :should exercisint'd • 

tity 
and 

Th 

the only State where a Labor GoV. 
errim‘ent prevails. the 

There is a great endeavour beinithP 
mad:e to create the impression thatrea 
the States are being, or have been,,,Ind 
deprived of something which they'let 
haste a right to :enjoy, whereas the 
facts ,are the reverse of that, arid,,r,T1 
it would seem that the "Stater,."10 
righters" will go to almost any lengtle.°11 
to create the atmosphere necessarylnsi 
to induce the pc,ople to believe that,,Kst 
they are the champions of theiitior 

ts. which they are prepared tonig] 
Egli'. for to the last legal or ;political 
duct:. oli 

Having failed in their efforts tobY 
use le,gal means to secure recog' „co; 
nition flor their views, they are noW,,,' 
using their political powers to the"tal 
full extent, and there is no doubt°14 
that this issue is to b:e made, the,,, 
pawn in the political gam:e which,,,"0 
will be played at the Conference be.,.,̀"LIW 
tween the State and Federal author-/eXe: 
-ities in this month of May. !en 

It seems as if what the Bruce,,,,Il'etat 
Page, Government wants to seeureiPovv 

e 

pi& 
he 

Oat 
lotigg 
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ov"- 
heir thoughts and 'their actions in 

in Ile direction of fighting against the 
tio, eactionary proposals so increase the 
se Ildustrial powers of the States and 
le, °limit those of the Commonwealth.. 
the' .As Australian citizens we have 

dii 14-1 , lght on our side in the fight, and 
tes hough the legal battle has been 
;tift.elight and won, we must fight the 
lry r.tsidious efforts which are being per- 
aa rstently made to bring about a posi- 
e. ron which will assuage the injured 
t ,rgnity and gratify the desires of 

ca Rat influential s.ection of Australian 
oliticians whose horizon is limited 

hY State boundaries by the Federal 
Pvernment offering up on the altar 
I sacrifice the citizen rights. of the 
ate Government employees through-

Irt Australia. 
Whatever the outcome: of the con- 

Lc rvative Conference might be, we 
be, ust keep in mind the fact that any 
or Xelusion which is agreed upon or 

acted can be wiped away: by the 
ce.2turn of .a Labor Gov.ernment to 
trerwer, and that it is only by an 
hotuteration of the Constitution that 
tee can be permanently excluded, and 
iesV.I t he fight upon that issue our poli- 
meleal knowledge of the aims of our 
1 ?Itonents and personal service in 

'bi' ,e campaign can be matched against 
id ri,_e anti-Australian sentiments and 
nil ?Iectivas with no small hope of 

retory if by that time we have de- 
e eloped our chain of Labor papers. 
i spread the light of knowledge 
o Ad .enkindle the . flames .of -freedom 

Or 4 the minds and eyes .of the people. 
Lis' 
oo 
.ed 
Lti' 
rn- 
i a' 
ro' 

I, MIS AND INTERPRETATIONS. of 
ati The claims submitted to the Board 

r'r,i Lave been occupying the attention of 

ir ?tie, and for expenses, etc., 
" modification of the Board's 
rn Wards in other directions, have 

a 

6i 4/t 1317 the Departmental authorities 

lo tems listed for variation in the 

11," the Department and the Union 

1"ltetive claims were commenced. 

o 

" ',eduction of rates paid for over-

°tIan Division, for variation of the 

, heard, and the case for the 
'aims rnade by the A.F.U.L.E., Vic-

4 been put to the Board, included 

e 

Ward which would permit of 

better recognition of the eight hour 

-uhe Department's case for the 

the i 

oother working, and bring about 

Which date the hearings of the re- 
Board, SinCe Monday, April 9, 

that payment of :time and one-
-(rJ",f for all time on duty in excess of 

t;i1:t hours in any day, and double 
[iLie',Itire after ten hours should, be grant-
ri;• double time for all time_on 

Y on Sundays up to eight hours, 
-NI, treble time thereafter. 

'''he limitation of the powers of 'the 
1,,(3,1ard has prevented claims being 
-'Red on a number of items of par- 

ticular interest to enginemen, but 
there is room for improvement in the 
matters which are now under the 
jurisdiction of the Board. 

It is expected that the case for the 
claims submitted by both sides will 
have been completed by the end 
of May, after which the Board will 
sit in camera to determine upon the 
matters submitted. 

There were no claims submitted by 
organisations outside the A.F.U.L.E. 
and the A.R.U., but representatives 
of the other Organisations have been 
heard in opposition to the Depart-
ment's claims. 

Herewith we publish, for the infor-
mation of members, details of the or-
der made by the Board on some of 
the items submitted to it for inter-
pretation. A number of the items sub-
mitted by instruction of the Execu-
tive for the interpretation of the 
Board have not .been mentioned in 
the order, it being lipid lay the chair-
man that they 'were, not witnin the 
Board's jurisdiction. 

Efforts are being made to induce 
the Government to grant the full 
powers ar an Arbitration Court to the 
Classification Board, without which 
it must be regarded as an unsatisfac-
tory instrument for the settling of 
our industrial affairs. 

All industrial matters in dispute be-
tween ourselves and the Commission-
ers, including questions of fact, 
should be capable of settlement by 
the tribunal from which we seek to 
obtain industrial justice, and our ef-
forts must in future be in the direc-
tion of having such a tribunal set up 
or seeking the jurisdiction of one 
which already possesses it. 

It will not be possible to seek vari-
ation in the rates of pay until after 
the expiration of Award No. 6, 
on December the 31st, 1923, which, 
in view of the evident rising cost of 
living, and the fact that the practice 
of awarding 6d. per day above the 
actual cost of living figures at the 
date pf the Award to provide, for 
such contingencies and maintain the 
"Harvester" standara,4 was not fol-
lowed, is regrettable. 

INTERPRETATIONS'. 
IN THE MATTER of the Railways 
Classification Board Act, 1919, and 
IN THE MATTER of Reference by 
the Victorian Railways Commissioners 
and Employes of the said Commis-
sioners for interpretation of certain 
matters arising out of Awards (Nos. 
3, 5 and 6) of the Railways Classifi-
cation' Board. 

These references having come on 
for hearing before the Railways 
Classification Board, and the .said 
Board having heard the representa-
tions made on behalf of the parties 
concerned IT IS ORDERED that the 
matters referred to BE AND THE 
SAME ARE HEREBY INTERPRE-
TED as follows:— 

AWARD No. 3. 
Division Il.—Ordinary Hours of Duty. 
commencement of the shift. 

The ordinary hours of duty of 
clerks engaged in time-keeping at 
Newport workshops, Newport signal 
shops and Arden Street works depot 
shall be deemed to be 96 per fort-, 
night, unless it was the custom prior 
to the operation of the Award for 
such clerks to work a less number of 
hours, in which case, such less mimber 
of hours shall be regarded as the or-
dinary hours of duty. 

Division VL—Suburban Broken Shifts 
The provisions of paragraph (b) 

have retrospective operation to 
1/7/19, and the amount payable is 
one-eighth of a day. 

Division VIII.—Overtime. 
(1) The expression "time worked" 

in Clause (1) shall include time oc-
cupied by:— 

(a) Engine-drivers employed at 
Geelong who, having signed on for 
duty, are required to "stand by," 
i.e., to hold themselves in readiness 
for work; and 

(b) Fitters who are required to 
attend for duty and hold them-
selves in readiness for work on a 
Saturday afternoon, in connection 
with race or other special traffic 
for the purpose of effecting repairs 
to interlocking or of perfhfrning 
other necessary work incidental to 
the train service. 

o 
;h 
tb 
;he 

Railway ilassification 
Board. 

■ 

(2) In the case of the grade of oiler 
(overhead shafting) employed at the 
Newport workshops, no overtime has 
been worked within the meaning of 
the provision of paragraph (g) of 
Clause (1), but payment for overtime 
is to be calculated as prescribed in 
paragraph (d) of Clause (4). 

(3) Employes in the Melbourne, 
Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong goods 
sheds shall be treated as coming under 
the provisions of paragraph (g) of 
Clause (1), wherever such provisions 
are applicable. Where such provisions 
are not applicable, payment for over-
time is to be calculated as prescribed 
in paragraph (d) of Clause (4). 

Division IX.—Sunday Duty. 
(1) The provisions of paragraph 

(a) of Clause (2) are not to be treat-
ed as exclusive of the provisions of 
paragraph (b). 

(2) The provisions of paragraph 
(i) of Clause (2) (a) are not applic-
able to a shift commencing on Satur-
day and terminating on Sunday, ex-
cept where an officer or employe at 
a station outside the suburban area, 
after having been booked g.,ff during 
such shift, is required to corne on duty 
to attend to a train on Sunday morn-
ing at a time more than (12) hours 
beyond the thne at which he com-
menced his shift on the Saturday. 

Division XIV.—Travelling and In- 
cidental Expenses. 

(1) The allocvance for a meal pre-
scribed in Clause (9) is not. payable 
in respect of a period of duty work-
ed before the ordinary time for the 
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(2) The provisions of Clause (9) 
are not applicable to employes en-
gaged in the discharging of live stock 
at Newmarket. 

AWARD No. 5. 
Division IL—Relieving in Higher 

Positions. 
(1) Under the provisions of Clause 

(2) the equivalent of the minimum 
rate of salary of the higher position 
is not payable in respect of the first 
two (2) calendar months, even 
though an officer has acted inr/such 
higher position for a longer period. 

(2) The period of twelve (12) 
calendar months referred to in para-
graph (b) of Clause (3) shall be 
deemed to include the first two (2) 
calendar months of employment in 
the higher positions. 

(3) Signalman Jackson, having 
performed the duties of the grade of 
block and signal inspector :for twelve 
(12) calendar months within a period 
of two (2) years, whilst continuing 
to perform such duties is entitled to 
be paid at the rate specified in the 
second sub-division of salary applic-
able to that grade. 

Division IIL—Conditions Associated 
With the Running of Trains. 

Engine-driver Hillis, having signed 
on at Geelong at 4.50 p.m. sm 3/12/22 
and run a train to Melbourne, where 
he was booked off at 3.20 a.m. the 
following day, and having been-oblig-
ed to wait in Melbourne for the train 
by which he returned to Geelong as 
a passenger, was entitled to be treated 
under the provisions of Clause (7) of 
Division XII. of Award No. 3. 

AWARD No. G. 
Salaries and Wages. 

(1) The minimum rate of pay pre-
scribed for the grade of "porter 
(Head) (Spencer St. and Flinder,; 
St.)," viz.: 17/- per day is the rat,e 
payable to all employes in t'ne grade 
for a period of twelve (12) months 
as from the date on which the Award 
became operative. 

(2) Every car and wagon builder 
who immediately prior to the Award 
coming into operation was being paid 
the rate of 17/6 Der day, was entitled 
to be paid the rate of 17/6 per day 
from the date on which the Award 
came into operation. 

(3) The duties performed by Wil-
liam Woods at the Spencer St. elec-
tric light station are those of a skill-
ed laborer (Class 2). 

DATED this twelfth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-three. 

(Signed) H. C. WINNEKE, 
Chairman. 

Railways Classification Board.  

THE FOOTPLATE. 

Mr. 13elt Kelly, who lia-; filled the 
pbsition of Secretary to the Railway 
Classification Board, since its Weep-
ti011, is amongst those who have been 
promoted recently as a result of the 
retirement of the Secretary for Rail-
ways, Mr. G. Sutton, to take up the 
duties of Chairman to the Board of 

Mr. 11 Byres, wlio 	beri Chair- 
rna,n of the Commissioners' Staff 
Board since it was created, has been 
promoted to the position of Secretary 
for Railways, and Mr. Don Cameron, 
with whom our representativ e! conic 

frequently in contact in the discussion 
and settlement of affairs brought for-
ward by the Union, moves up in 
position of Staff Board Chairman, 
and Mr. Kelly become:3 a ,ineniper 
same in the place of Mr. Eyres. 

All of these gentlemen are capable 
and enthusiastic officers of the De-
partment, whose promotion denotes 
recognition of ment. 

Mr. Kelly is known 	t ■ ie re- 
presentatives of the Unions which 
make use of the Classification Board, 
as a thoroughly efficient and obliging 
officer who has sought consistently to 
make the work of the advocates as 
light as willing a;sistance, and tile 
services of a well trained staff, could 
make it, and they join in wishing him 
success in his new sphere, and the 
hope that the time will not be long 
when representatives of the employes 

be sitting with him on the Staff 
Board to determine upon matters sub-
mitted. 

Mr. Kelly's successor as Secretary 
of the Board, is Mr. Miller, who has 
been private secretary to the Com-
missioner, Mr. C. Miscamble, and he 
is given a welcome by the advocates 
whit the wish that lie may do ws wail 
as his capable and obliging 'pre-
decessor. 

The modified uniform gauge pro-
posal of the Bruce-Page Ministry is 
causing lots of discussion, and a great 
deal of adverse criticism. _,The Vic-
torian dailies scoff at the idea of leav-
ing out Melbourne and Adelaide from 
any proksals to establish a trans-
Australian railway, yet these are the 
tapitals of the two States which raise 
the strongest objection to "general 
unification" of gauge proposal,;. 

Any scheme which is feasible for 
inaking Australia a one gauge rail-
way proposition, should meet with the 
support of the workers. What is 
wanted here is a statesman or states-
men with a continental outlook, with: 
out which we cannot hope to progress 
as Australians!  

3day 10, 192:3. 

BRANCH REPORTS. to 

BALLA.RAT.—The rnonthly 
ing of the Ballarat Branch of t 
A.F.U.L.E. was held on Sunday a 
ternoon, the 8th inst., Mr. J. W 
son presiding. There was a very go 
attendance of members, the best 
have had for some considerable tim 
There is a very lively interest tak 
in the work of the Branch lately, a 
the Branch Officials are kept pret 
busy. The correspondence was ag 
responsible for a lot of time. T 
chief grievance of the day is the 
lotment of cleaners' shifts. 	Tb 
has been causing considerable troub 
for some time past, and the end 
it is not yet in sight. The local offi 
will only deal with this question 
one way, and that is unsatisfacto 
to the men concerned. This makes 
appear that the appeal for bet 
team work is not to include those 
charge, as, generally speaking' th 
do all they possibly can to inconve 
ence the inen who are placed uncle.; I 
them, and lately Ballarat is no e 
ception. Men from this depot wrift111:11 
run early stock trains to Melbour aj,(, 
are still being booked off when thipri. 
arrive in Melbourne to return wi 
passenger trains. As no accommod t,s1 

tion for rest is available during tlih", 
day these men in most cases 
seventeen and a half hours withoi,;1, 
rest. The Chief Com-missioner 
bee.n considering this complaint fe1:4 
some months, and we are eager' D.r awaiting ins decision. Another 0}.1( 
complaint seems to be coming in 1 

prominence again, and that is t 
short time stunt. This is broug in, 
about by men being repeatedly boot, 
ed available, which results in the CI 
only getting four hours. We had to 
case here only last week where a m 

on, booked available was called for 
earlier job, and because he was n of 
home when the caller-up came, 

r( 

h( 

is 

Off 

ha, 
was not allowed to start when 
turned up for his shift, the result tin, 
ing he lost a day, which made him 11 
(lay and a half behind his time. Tlinmc 
is another one of those splendid ev'T 
amples set by the departmental 0 ai.8 
ficials to bring about a contented se 
vice! It was decided to obtain t 
banner for Eight Hours Day, and, 
large number volunteered to ass 
in having it erected for the displ 
Before closing the meeting, the P 
Chairman, Mr. W. Bruhn, was p 
sented with a Chairman's Certifie 	, 
by Mr. Wilson, who spoke of the go 
work done for the Branch by the e 
Chairman. Mr. Bruhn suitably 0,1 
sponded, and the Chairman closed tf del meeting at 6 p.m. 

A special meeting of the Brave 1,411 
was held on Sunday, the 15th 	t„11' 
at 3 p.m., to receive 1VIr. W. Clar b"„ 
Gen. President, and ;fr. B. Devene oa" 
Executive Officer, and our represel 
tative on the Railway Classificatk' 
Board, Mr. J. Wilson being in rl 

an, 
th( 

Wo 
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hair. The Chairman, _in a short ad- 
ress, welcomed the visiting officers 

Ballarat on behalf of the Branch. 
'• Clark dealt with complaints for-

-arded to the Executive by this 
ranch to be finalised. The replies 

rorn departmental heads in most 
ases were considered unsatisfactory, 
rid there is no doubt more will be 
eard of them. One thing that stands 
ut and wants rectifyingr is when an 
niploye reports an officer, the re-
orts m-osteriously disappear, and the 
nvariable reply is "this has never 
een reported." Surely someone is 
esPonsible for the "disappearance" 

the correspondence to hoodwink 
Pe heads of the Branch. Mr. De-
eney, in his address, dealt with the 
lstory of the Classification Board 
Pd its recent interpretations. Both 
Peakers received a cordial reception 
r1d a very attentive hearing. After 
nswering numerous questions, a 
*Pte of thanks, moved by Mr. Bruhn, 
econded by Mr. Clark, was carried 
Pr the very instructive addresses de-
Ivered by the visiting officers. In 
ePlY, both Messrs. Clark and De-
elley appealed to members to turn 

,.111 on the morrow and march behind 
'I1,eir banner. An apology for the 
rPsence of our Branch Secretary, Mr. 

AL Cameron, who is laid up with 
nodit-Lnuenza, was received. We regret 

tli,P bear of his illness, and sincerely 
s 

al,p Pe that he will soon recover, and 
tho0,-`v long• to carry on the good work 

hehich he has so ably done since tak- 
piing over the Secretary.'s duties. A 
ver • 	• 

ger' 1) 
Y instiuctive meeting closed at 6 

r ot,.-tb., on Monday, the 16th inst., Eight 
;lours celebrations were held in Bal-
lazat and about 100 men marched be-. , 
,ind our banner, approximately 45 be- 
1Pg' our own members, the others 
teing members of the A.S.E. It will 

gratifying to the visiting officers 
'P know that with the exception of 
°Pe or two, every loco. man who was 
°IT followed the banner. The number 
r men marching behind the various 
,ua,nners was well above the average, 

t bhieh goes to show the Labor move- 
d/11 pent is coming back to its own, and 

„ 41-11 pleased to say our men here e§- 
ef„"ecially are becoming more solid. All 

1 0,y1siting, delegates were entertained 
seR,' a civic reception given by the 
t11', aYor of Ballarat in the morning, 

nd, "d in the afternoon they attended 
iss • le sports, which were very interest-
pl Illg• I would advise Comrade De-
P velleY to get in some real tough 
p WP0d before he pays his next visit, 

ao and to get a book of hints on wood- 

e e IPIY run into second place in the 
11.1-ting. We were sorry he could 

r 	A 1), 	p. "Pd-cho 	We tried to persuade tihe 
tI rirsiclent to enter, his excuse for not 

,s Ping so being that he- had not cut 
.a1141,-„n3; wood for about seven years. A 

t'sn for the train at the last minute 
laf Is° bid au revoir to our visitors 
' 
ene 	ught to a close a very pleasant 
as& "a37--W.B. 
ati'' 

BENALLA.—The ordinary month-
ly meeting of the Benalla Branch was 
held in the Drivers' Room on Sunday, 
8/4/23, at which the attendance was 
very moderate. Among the. members 
present, the Branch Officers were 
pleased to see, was one of the older 
members, and it is to be hoped that 
many of them who have in recent 
times been conspicuous by their ab-
sence, may follow this example, be-
come regular attendants, and set a 
good example to the younger gene-
ration.. 

The minutes of the previous meet-
ings were read and confirmed, and 
the reading of the correspondence 
was listened to with interest. The 
first item under the heading of gene-
ral business was the reading of the 
news letter, after which a couple of 
members read. out to the meeting rul-
ings obtained from the C.M.E. re 
working conditions. Two cases were 
brought under notice of the meeting, 
in which it was considered the policy 
of the Commissioners of having ef-
fective repairs executed on engines 
whether at their home depot or else-
where should he carried out imtead 
merely attending to the defects in a 
temporary way and forwardimr the 
en7ine hack to its own clenot for 
,,onpr often-Hen_ end after discussion 
if wop decided that these matters 
F,hould be sent on to the Eyeentive 
for attention. A number of items 
were listed for deputation to the 
Foreman. The Benalla men are Pleas-
0'1 tO note that the rerairs to the 
shed roof are now within. measure-
able distance of beinir executed. as a. 
nuantitv of sPeciallv Prepared roofina-
iron has been received and is now 
stored at the shed. Another imnrove-
ment shortly to he installed is the 
provision of the electric and it 
0-oes without saying, that the estab-
lishment of the electric lieqit at, the 
shed and about it, will be much ,r0- 
nreeiated bv the emrinemen here. The 
emrine staff at Woclone.a. havire. in-
creased very much of recent times, 
the members there are now askine. 
the, Perartment to have erected there 
an eneiremen's room. Tt iP a con-
veniArce that is rnrch reonirerl, as. 
in addition te itP being): available for 
the use of the Wocloncro men- the 
Benalla and Tallamratta erelFS, 
WIT;1St waitimr for return trips. could 
nia.fre uPe of it, and. the men concern-
ed hare that the Denartment will 
ea-ant this renuest. and the room 
erected as soon as -noPsible. There 
beillo' ouestions. to the chair. the 
meetinc, NVP,, 	 tO 	,loso t, 

1.0 5 n.m.. spencline- an interest-
in, two an,1 three-enerter hours of 
meetirt—G. BARNES. 

11173.`MT(10.—The erdinary meetimr 
the above 13ranch xvr s 1, el'1 

Sunday. 8/4/?1, in the Drivers' 'Room. 
President in the chair. and a fair at- 
tendance of members. The corres- 

pondence and news letter were read, 
and several items were keenly de-
bated by members, but general satis-
faction was expressed with the most 
of the decisions arrived at, and we 
recognise that the general officers 
are doing their best for the interests 
of the members, as a body. The ac7 
tion of the Secretary in sending a 
wire of sympathy to Mr. B. Devenev 
in his recent sad loss was- endorsed, 
a.nd this Branch generally extends its 
deepest sympathy to our comrade and 
family. Bendigo loco. seems to be 
coming into the limelight of late with 
articles in the metropolitan and local 
newspapers. and whoever is respon-
sible should remember that this sorf 
of thine- reflect. on the men working 
in the denot. Giving in the fact tint 
some time ago the enrrines were not 
as clean as they might have been, 
now the slack period 'has set in there 
has been a great imnrovement in 
their condition. and when one con-
siders tho small nuantity and poor 
quality of the stores issuer?. particn-
larly the kerosene. which annon,rs to 

me to do more harm than good. and 
the stench from which is disgrace-
ful. the cleaners have dorq 
work to cret the engine. in +inir pre-
sent condition. Regarding the state 
ments about the 61thv eOnd;tiOn eVr 

+he F-hed T and otherP consider this 
a reflection on the mer themselves. 
T TrliSf -0,,;rross to everybody 
that every erdeavor iP made. and 
rrettr successfully n+ 1-11qt. to lreen 
flip Flied sur-mmlimrs ir P C1P9" 

and healthy condit'on. and th- stafr 
and 1-110 empt-wes rielat throuel, have 
co-opereted ir their erdeavorp to 
maintain a -fair star -lard rir.irt 

171-tropoli 1-ito 	 T am onite 
certain that this -hed will con-ip-" 

1,r faverablv with irrsi 	 +11("! 

qtRtP. Tinings ore irc?.rv siqek 	+he 
denot at nresent, and no siom of im-
provement end the s'ack season 
Peems 2, if it will he p 	r, 

17.1,17perrle nv;cpith, a number on hol'clovs 
ptimbor of elrivIrt firir 

rnd -firemen cleonimr. 	-nweePe 
the looked-for imnrovement will 'Hire 

qnryir, cloy. 1Vith -111 ‘roed wi-hes. 
—Yours fraternally. S. BROGAN. 

CF-Ninn1/„A L._ 	n-- 

was held on kmil gth. the woother 
being fine ard (door, and in conse-
quenee only oN tteofionce, 

What we o, 	T., n11,01,1, urn 1 

co/noel-1Sr trd for by the erith",--i-tsli t 

disrarved br these Preered T;;veen-
lion was taken to the actin', er some 
thoughtless individnal representin P` 
the DAnirtnient. whq rot (1 0-97/1 thP 

allowance of Pop} to t--,sporip,,, po_ 

nines Beraligo rro.,) 56 1-0 rvvi-

rf 1C rin-nricks of this nature tint 
militp1P 1,VP",r1Ct STPPPfb workino. 
and create discord where harmony 
should prevail 

ManV enTlin1PhItS were dia-nssed 
some to be dealt with by Central 
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Branch Committee, others sent to 
Executive. Comrade Gault, of Joli-
mont Branch, spoke on the A.L.P. 
conference, where we had four rep-
resentatives, and gave a brief out-
line of proceedings. He stressed the 
need for political action, and a reso-
lution was carried that Central 
Branch Committee form themselves 
into an organising committee to draw 
up a list of members living in sub-
urban electorates, and by a system of 
house to house canvassing and by 
holding meetings, organise them into 
their local league. Comrade Lewis, 
who was a delegate to conference, 
stressed the need for education, agi-
tation and organisation. 

A pessimistic note had been struck 
by speakers at conference on the 
apathy of workers. 

A study of the world political 
situation showed that the working 
etas-, were stirring in their age-long 
sleep, and we must prepare to do our 
share to bring about a fairer distri-
bution of the profits of industry. The 
need for education is apparent, and 
we must concentrate and consolidate 
our forces on both the industrial and 
political field. 

To try and win by either industrial 
or political means is futile, and re-
minds one of a duck trying to fly with 
one wing. The industrial field and 
the political field are not independent 
of each other, and must go hand in 
hand. 

When organised industrially, we 
can, with one push at the ballot box, 
overthrow the forces of reaction op-
posed to us, and establish our politi-
cal state.—W. LEWIS. 

GEELONG.—The ordinary meeting 
of the Geelong Branch was held in 
the Drivers' Room, at 2.30 p.m., Sun-
day, April 8. 

Mr. W. Harris occupied the chair. 
There was a fair attendance of mem-
bers. The correspondence was re-
ceived, and newsletter listened to 
with interest. The younger members 
are anxiously looking forward for 
the new seniority list coming forward 
so they will know where they stand• 
There was a very small list of griev-
ances this time, only one being listed• 
The principle one being when is the 
next smoke social going to be held, 
and that matter was left in the hands 
of the Committee to decide, and re-
port next meeting. The meeting 
closed at 5 p.m.—J.W.F. 

MARYBOROUGH. — The monthly 
meeting. of this Branch was held in 
the workers' hall. President W• 
Mearns presided over a fair attend-
ance. A fair amount of correspond-
ence from Central, and from our 
comrades up north was read to the 
members, and dealt with. News-
letter was then read, and listened to 
with interest. A fair amount of 
general business was put through, 

and some of the items set aside for 
next deputation. The "mixed" men 
at this depot have had extra punish-
ment put upon them, by having to 
go on to Cope Cope daily with the 
1,5 p.m. down mixed, before they 
change over with the 8 up, now leav-
ing Donald at 4.15 p.m., instead of 
2.40 p.m., which means Maryborough 
men doing 120 miles, and the Donald 
crew 10. This 1.5 p.m. crew feel the 
extra mileage very much, as there is 
a so u e y no time to eat their lunch, 
and they often fetch most of it home 
again. A fair amount of discussion 
took place over the running time for 
goods trains on the Ararat line, and 
the opinion of all enginemen is that 
it i8 impossible to run to the time 
laid down. At this depot discontent 
is very strong against the quality of 
oil served out to enginemen, which 
contains a great amount of water. 
Water in the northern parts is very 
scarce, but fortunately in the Mary-
borough loco. depot a spring has been 
discovered in the store. Whether it 
is mineral or otherwise we don't 
know, but when crews are supplied 
with their allowance of oil for the 
trip, half of it contains water, and is 
causing a lot of trouble to engine-
men when oiling their engines. This 
Branch regrets very much to hear of 
the sad loss that our worthy com-
rade, B. B. Deveney and his wife have 
just sustained in the loss of their son, 
Jack. 'Others like myself knew the 
deceased personally, and the fine 
qualities that he possessed. On be-
half of the Maryborough Branch, I 
convey to the parents and his brother 
our heartfelt sympathy in their sad 
bereavement. The meeting closed 
about 6 p.m.—F. N. PALMER. 

SEYMOUR.—The monthly meeting 
f th s e in e ed-

eral Hall lodge room on the 8/4/23. 
The attendance was poor. This state 
of affairs is due, no doubt, to the 
regular attendants carrying on the 
work that the stayaways should be 
helping to perform. 

It is about time that the members 
shook themselves up a bit, and turn-
ed up in larger numbers. Around the 
shed is no place to ventilate your 
grievances, but come along to` the 
meeting, and there every member 
will get a fair go. 

There is no excuse that you were 
working late, as at this season of the 
year, with very few trains running, 
we should have an attendance of 100 
members every meeting, as very few 
crews work into Sunday morning. 

The Sunday milk train to Mel-
bourne is a source of annoyance- to 
the roster men, as under the new way 
of working it, a crew's turn comes 
every eight months, but under the 
old system it only came around every 
12 months. Complaints were lodged 
against it, and a request made that 
all men with three yegrs' experience 

be allowed to run this train. The r 
ply received was that, as it was o 
express train on the Monday moil 
ing, men with three years' expel 
ence were not competent for this eta: 
of work. 

Just recently the Sydney expre 
and banker was run successfully t 
Melbourne, and returned by men the 
carne under the ban, and the stall( 
by every night of the week is worl 
ed by men with under three year 
experience, and they may have t 
hook on to the Albury or Sydney e` 
press, or even run the 8.15 p.m. pa' 
senger to Melbourne, so it cannot t 
said that the reason the roster me 
have to do the work is that a dri-ve 
with three years' experience is ne 
competent. The kerosene supplie 
to cleaners at present is very 
ferior, also injurious to the health o 
the fumes from a slush lamp burr 
ing this oil are very objectionable 
Its cleaning value at the present tinl 
is very poor, as it is a thick sort 0 
oil, and when mixed with the dus 
on the engines as at present, it on! 
makes mud everywhere. With be: 
wishes.—J. C. MANGAN. 

STAWELL.—Our usual month] 
meeting was held on 8/4/23. Ther 
was a much improved attendance 
who sat under the presidency of 1111 

Geaney. The minutes were real 
and confirmed, and correspondenol 
read and dealt with, and severo' 
items were listed for deputation tl 
Depot Foreman. We are very sort! 
to be losing one of our staunches' 
unionists, Dr. R. McLpshlan, who 
being transferred to Toolamba. "Mao! 
was a regular attendant at our ineeti 
ings. and was always an arder 
worker to improve our condition. 
and while we are sorry to lose hi 
we know that our loss will be Se 
mour's gain. Since the inception 0 
our local Institute, we are havine 
some enjoyable evenings with Or 
dances and a billiard tournament 
which are now in full swing. It wo 
a hard task for the handica_ppers tc 
handicap each man, but since the 
rounds have been played a. few dark 
horses have been found out. -It 
nearly finished now, and I think the 
laurels will go to one of the loco 
members. Next issue we will be abi6 
to publish the winner. Rain is badl 
needed up this part of the globe, anc 
if it does not corne soon, Mr. Bruce 
our new Prime Minister, will have te 
bring out the Chinese fireworks e% 
perts to explode their "crackers" ill 
the air, and try and bring forth one 
of the necessities of life. Things are 
exceptionally good in our depo-t 
this time of the year, all drivers 
driving, and only one _cleaner so far 
stood down, and that was a mistake 
on the part of the depot, so our wist 
is that things will keep on the bright 
side, and give employment to all eon' 
eerned.- A. E. DANS 
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TRARALGON. — The ordinary 
meeting was held in Drivers' Room 
on April 8. There was a very mode-
rate attendance. The correspondence 
Was read, and a great deal of dis-
satisfaction was expressed at the way 
in which our members' are being 
harassed and fined for petty things 
of which at one time no notice would 
be taken. It looks very much like 
as if they are picking out the men 
who have a little baek bone and 
are prepared to stick up 'for 
their rights. And the most un-
fortunate part about it is that 
the men that are harassing us 
most are men that have risen from 
our own ranks. With the present 
method of speeding up, inferior coal 
and petty correspondence which we 
are called upon to answer, the life of 
an engineman at the present time is 
no better than a blackfellow's. And 
this state of affairs is likely to con-
tinue, and possibly get worse if each 
and every man is not pre_pared to 
take a stand and demand that we be 
treated as human beings, and not 
machines. It is of no use a few of 
our members taking a stand to up-
hold the dignity of our positions, be-
cause the first slip that is made the 
punishment dealt out is more severe 
than on a man who is not prepared 
to stick up for his rights. It is up 
to each and every member to take a 
personal interest in the Union, and 
endeavor to live up to our motto on 
the emblem, "Tell the boys to pull 
together, and not leave the work of 
trying to improve our working con-
ditions to the few; make it a prac-
tice of giving up one Sunday after-
noon a month for the benefit of your 
Union." It is keeping very dry up 
this way; in fact, it is the longest 
dry spell we have had in Gippsland 
for many years. Some of the 
farmers are carting water, quite a 
novel experience for Gippsland. With 
the Maffra beet factory closed down, 
and the maize crop a failure, it_looks 
as if we are in for a very bad winter. 
Different items of a local character 
were listed for deputation to Loco. 
Foreman. Meeting closed at 5.45 
p.m.—A. C. LEWIS. 

The Labor Daily f or the work-
ers' interests is almost within reach. 
It can be obtained if each' man does 
his share. Have you done yours 
Yet? ' 

OPEN PAGE. 
THANKS. 

Bendigo, April 8, 1923. 
To Branch S ecretary of A.F.U.L.E: 

Dear Sir,—Allow me to express my 
siincere thanks for the sympathy and 
work done by the officers and mem-
bers of your Branch during my re-
cent sad bereavement. And special 
thanks to Mr. S. Brocran, who hancll-
ed my case at the btime. Wishing 
your Association every success in 
the future. 

I nemain, yours truly, 
E. A. ARTHUR. 

THANKS. 
April 19th, 1923. 

Sir,—I wish to thank the members 
of the Executive and the Wicet-
President, Mr. S. Samson, who con-
ducted my case, particularly for the 
valuable assistance rendered in my 
appeal against punishrnent inflicted. 

The work done in my case is only one of many instances of the effec-
tive work done by the Union on be-half of the members, and is the best sort of reply to the cry of the water 
tap critics. What are the heads of the Union doing ? 

Some of those who are loudest in 
their criticism have received sub-
stantial benefit from the work of 
those they so freely criticise, but they have short memories, and it gives me pleasure to add 'my meed 
of praise for those to 'whom, I know 
credit is dire. 

Before I conclude I would like to 
say that the "Help us to help you" 
slogan is a weird shadow; there is 
no substanc-e in it, and it has be-
come as huge a joke amongst the 
rank and file as "Hop, Harry" of 
Stadium fame. 

When I received notice thht I was 
fined a day's pay the additional in-
formation was given that it would 
be taken out of my next pay, and 
though "pay-day" was only a few 
days away, it was raken out a11 
right; but what a difference when 
it comes to the Departinent ,paying 
out. Nearly a month has passed 
since the Board of Discipline de-
cided that my fine was to be re-
funded, but the Heads are still sit-
-ting tight on the cash box, and I 
suppose it will be quite out of the 
question to expect interest! There 
'Is a striking difference between the 
sp4eed at which deductions and re-
funds are affected, but it should all 
come right before the end of the 
financial year. 

To the comrades on the Exëcutive, 
upon whom rests the responsibility 
of carrying on the work of the Un-
ion, I express the hope that they 
will long continue on the progres-: 
sive path which they are follow-
ing, and offer my humble congratu-
lations for their good work for the 
Locomotive Enginemen of Victoria. 

Yours fraternally, 
J. S. PEARCE, 

Electric Train Driver. 

QUESTION BOX. 
_o__ 

A.M.—What will cause a constant 
—blow at the T rain Pipe Exhaust, whether the Driver's Brake Valve Handle is in full release, running, or lap position ? 

Answer.—A grain of dirt prevent-ing the Discharge Valve from get--ting down on its seat, or a defect on the Valve or seat. . This would cause a constant blow 
of train pipe air from the Secondary Exhaust Port. 

A.M.—What is the trouble if the above leak does not take place in full release or running position, but begins as soon as valve is placed on lap? 
Answer.—A leak on the Equalising Reservior or its connections. 

A.M.—Where could lea.kage oe.,cur 
so as to produce a result like that mentioned in t he last question ? 

Answer.—In the Equalising Reser-
Voir itself or in the pipe connect-ing it with the Driver's Brake Valve, 
or in the pipe leading to blaclk hand on Duplex Pressure Gauge4 
including the flat tube within that Gauge. 

A.M.—Flow doe,s t he Radial Mo-tion Gear work ? 
Answer.—Most radial valve gears are an arran„&ement of link work, a point in which describes an oval curve. The Reversing Lever, by 

suitable connections, alters the' di-rection of t he axis of this curve, thus producing variable expansion or reversal. 
In the general class of radial gears are included the Joy, Hackworth, 

Southern, and Walschaert. 
The Walschaert Gear is operated by an eccentric arm and rod, which oscillates the link, and by medium 

of the radius rod gives the valv'e 
the major part of its travel. This motion is combined by the combina-tion lever with the crosshead mo-
tion, which provides for "lap and lead." By raising the link block to centre of link the eccentric mo-tion is eliminated and the valve' only opens by the amount of lead. The' 
intermediate positiorts give variable 
expansion by reducing the eccen-
this motion before imparting it to 
the valve. By raising link block to top of link the miens rod moves 
in opposite direction to the eccen-
tric rod, thus producing reversal. 

That the pen is mightier than the 
sword is not denied. Propagan'da 
'emanating from the minds of men, 
expressed through the medium of 
the mighty pen played a large part 
in the running of the great world's war. 

There is a great war on now in 
Australia. It is a struggle to pre-
vent the worker from obtaining his 
rights. The propaganda ' is against 
Your interests. Make it for your 
interests by establishing the chain 
of Labor dailies, which will make 
Your side known. Ten shillings con-
tribution from all Unionists is the 
price which is asked for a medium 
of expression. Pay up now. 
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ANAGERIAL NOTES. 
All communications- to be ad-

dressed to the "Manager," care of 
Assista-nt or Divisional Secretary, 
A.F.U.L.E., Tasmanian Government 
Railways, Launceston. Correspon-
dents must attach their name and 
address, not necessarily for publi-
cation. 
Literary contributions to be in the 

hands of the above not later than 
the first Saturday in each month. 
The Manager shall decline to forward 
for publication any article that in his 
judgrment will prove detrimental to 
the interests of the Feder,ation or re-
spective Divisions. 

RAILWAY CLASSIFICATION 
BOARD. 

In connection with the decisions of 
the Board given in December and 
February last, and on some of which 
the Commissioner had advised of his 
intention to exercise his veto by non-
payment of such penalty rates as 
night work, etc., and amendment of 
rates for allowances set out by the 
Board. 

A letter from the Minister for 
Railways indicated that in reply to 
your Executive representations on the 
matter, Cabinet had decided to refer 
such matters to the Railway Commis-
sion to investigate. 

Reply was forwarded to the Minis-
ter, pointing out in our respectful 
opinion the illogical and inconsistent 
action of the Cabinet in referring to 
the Commission matters which were 
beyond its scope to deal with, 
Cabinet was further advised that we 
could not agree to, and would not be 

a party to such a course, for we had 
placed our case before the proper 
tribunal set up by the Government 
and had secured the Board's decision, 
which we expected to be carried out, 

in accord with the promise of Minis-
ter and Commission at conference in 

December last. Also was request 
made for further conference with 
the Cabinet representatives during 
the -visit of Mr. Drakeford, who was 
expected in Tasmania for the week-

end as result of request for assist-
ance having been forwarded him 
from the Tasmanian Executive. 

Mr. Drakeford arrived in Tasmania 

on Saturday, and in the absence of a 
reply being to hand from the Minis-
ter, further lettergram was forward-
ed hiin asking for deputation on the 

following Tuesday. The reply on 

Monday indicated the Minister's in-
ability to journey to Launceston, and 

suggested that as the Commissioner 

would be in Launceston we should 
meet him. Reply was forwarded, de- 

clining to do so unless the Commis-
sioner was vested with full authority 
to act on the Cabinet's behalf, and in 
reply received late the same evening 
such authority was given. 

The following morning, Mr. Drake-
ford (representing the Federation), 
the Divisional Secretary, and the Pre-
sident met the Commissioner, who 
was accompanied by Mr. Connor, 
Supt. of Locomotive Running, and 
after conference lasting _for three 
hours, the Commissioner told deputa-
tion that he would consider their 
vie,ws during the afterr.00n, and give 
his decision that evening if they call-
ed back at 5 p.m. The Federal Sec-
retary left for Burnie immediately 
after the conference to catch the boat 
-for Melbourne, being required back 
there at once for Divisional duties. 

When deputation called back at 5, 
further discussion of over an hour oc-
curred, when the Commissioner de-
cided he would get in touch with the 
Minister next morning, and let the 
Secretary have the decision. 

The next day the Commissioner 
rang up and advised that he had dis-
cussed the subjects with the Minister, 
and was prepared to concede the 
matters of the Board decisions, but 
would make an appointment next day 
to further discuss the amendments to 
the Board rules. As the Comrnis-
sioner could not be seen the next day, 
the following letter was forwarded 
him the same evening- (Thursday) :— 
The Commissioner, 

Tasmanian Government Railways, 
Railway Classification Board Matters. 

Dear Sir,—On behalf of my Execu-
tive I desire to re-state, ás I under-
stand, the essence of our telephone 
conversation yesterda:yn following on 
conference of the 10th instant:— 

"That you had conferred with the 

Hon. the Minister for Railways by 

telephone, and informed him as to the 

various aspects of matters discussed, 
and as arising from such conference, 
in accord with what you deem to be 
right, i.e., to give the employees the 
benefit of doubt where it exists, you 
agree to concede: That the operation 
of Railway Classification Board de-

cisions as have been expressed in the 

Chairman's reports given subsequent 

to the Board's decisions, have been 

arrived at in December and January 

last, shall be made operative as from 

the date prescribed by the Board in 
its recommendations. 

"Also that you desire to discuss the 

existing agreement to settle the 

whole matter prior to your departure 
from Launceston, and would advise 

me during to-day as to what time  

would be convenient for you to hear 
my Executive's views, for both you 
and the Hon. the Minister desired to 
finalise the whole matter. While we 
desired to have such subjects locally 
controlled by the Board, it was well 
to have the agreement clearly under-
stood, but such would in no way pre-
judice subsequent control by our Fed-
eral Executive should we at a later 
date deem it advisable to have such 
matters dealt with by medium of the 
Federal Court." 

As I have not been able to get in 
touch with you during the day, after 
calling twice at your office, I am to 
respectfully submit for your con-
sideration, that the existing agree-
ment should be amended to provide: 

(1) That where the word "recom-
mendation" is contained in agreement, 
it shall be deleted, and the word 
"award" placed instead. That the 
last paragraph of Clause 10 be 
amended to read: "In aid of an amic-
able settlement any section may in-
vite the Commissioner and employes 
representing the Branch to discuss 
any question at issue, but if no agree-
ment can then be made, the decisions 
of Board, as expressed by Award, 
shall be final." 

Clause 11 to be amended to read: 
"All salaries and wages payable in 
each year shall be determined in 

. manner set forth above, and shall be 
payable as from the 1st of July each 
year; if not determined before that 
date, shall be paid retrospective from 
that date." 

Clause 13 to be amended by the 
addition of the words, "and shall be 
heard by the Board, whose decisions 
shall be final." 

The constitution to be amended to 
provide: "That the Board Chairman 
shall at any future appointment, be 
as selected by the Government, and 
not by the Commissioner, as stated 
in Notice No. 176 of the 7th of April, 
1921, and that such Government 
selection shall be a Judge of State." 

My Executive would be glad of ad-
vice as to your desires concerning 
such matters, and should it appear 
necessary or desirable that such mat-
ters should also be discussed with the 
Hon. the Mi-nister, my Executive 
would be glad were you to be pleas-
ed to arrange such at the most early 
convenient date. 

Thanking you in anticipation, yours 
faithfully, 

Divisional Secretary. 

On Friday a further deputation 
was arranged, and at 8 p.m. the Pre-
sident and Divisional Secretary were 
met by the Commissioner. The basis 
of discussion was "amendments of 
the Board rules requested in the letter 
of the 12th," and after an hour's dis-
cussion, wherein the Commissioner 
finally stated he could not agree to 
such amendments without having the 

Tasmanian Division. 
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views of the other sections of the 
service, it was decided that we should 
confer with the other organisations 
concerned, and try to arrange for a 
joint deputation to be received by the 
representatives of the Cabinet in 
Hobart at an early date. Preliminary 
steps have been taken to have the 
views of the whole of the employes 
expressed in the matter. 

Prior to the deputation withdraw-
ing, the Commissioner confirmed his 
'phone message, "That he would pay 
recommendations that had been given, 
but may not have opportunity to 
make up retrospective time until the 
work of the Royal Commission had 
been attended to, but it would be 
paid," at the smite time he desired 
it to be distinctly understood that 
such payment was not to be consider-
ed a precedent for any later claim 
that any future recommendations of 
the Board should be paid, for he was 
paying such in this case because of 
a misunderstanding that had arisen. 

The amendment to Board rules are 
in the opinion of your Executive, and 
the last annual meeting, essential if 
the principle of arbitration is to be 
given to State employes in equitable 
terms to those conceded (to outside 
workmen. 

Such will mean important amend-
ments to the Railways Management 
Act, but we know of no reason why 
our opinions on these matters should 
not be respected, for it is no use the 
Government getting hot over their 
cry, "That the Federal Court should 
be done away with, and let the State 
Courts function instead," if at the 
sa-me time they are not prepared to 
concede that the finding of their 
State Courts or Boards should be 
carried out. The past nine months 
has shown the Tasmanian enginemen 
that their Board, as at present oper-
ating, is a double-headed penny, 
which can be used to cut down while 
the power of veto exists, and in the 
opinion of the Division, amendments 
of such a reasonable nature as out-
lined must be conceded if the Gov-
ernment expect the enginemen to 
consider the matter of using their 
State Board in the future. 

RAILWAY COMMISSI()N. 
This has been sitting during .the 

past fortnight, hearing evidence from 
all sections of the public and the ser-
vice. The Launceston sitting con-
cluded on Saturday last, and in the 
order named will later visit Devon-
port, Wynyard, Hobart. 

VISIT OF FEDERAL SECRETARY 
TO TASMANIA. 

On behalf of the Tasmanian en-
ginemen we desire to once again place 
on record our appreciation and 
thanks to the Federation for its as-
sistance rendered by the Secretary, 
Mr. Drakeford being made available 
to support the Division in its recent  

successful claim for Railway Classi-
fication Board claims given during 
the past months to be paid. 

Only by the united purpose of the 
enginemen of Australia ca-n solidar-
ity be reached, and by solidarity suc-
cess, and by its efforts of the past 
two years in the several States has 
the Federation demonstrated its use-
fulness and power to secure justice 
to its members. 

Copies of wires to and from the 
Minister for Railways in connection 
with the recent trouble over Railway 
Classification Board recommenda-
tions:— 
McPhee, Minister for Railways, 

Moonah. 
Federal Executive officer my Union 

now present Launceston, leaving 
Tasmania Tuesday; impossible to 
come Hobart. Regret no acknow-
ledgment or reply my letter, 2nd in-
stant; respectfully request conference 
Cabinet representatives, Tuesday 
morning, Launceston; position creat-
ing crisis. 

Cunninghain,—. 
Letter posted you Friday, address-

ed Railway Office, Launceston. 
McPHEE, 

Minister for Railways. 

Minister for Railways,— 
Have discussed with Federal and 

State officers your suggestion re 
meeting the Commissioner. 

Have to advise such is totally un-
acceptable unless the Commissioner 
is vested with authority to act defi-
nitely on behalf of the Government; 
suggest, and respectfully request, in 
view of the serious position, you come 
to Launceston. 	

CUNNINGHAM. 

Cunningham,— 
Regret unable to come to Launces-

ton Tuesday morning. Commissioner 
Railways vested with full authority 
to act for Government. 

McPHEE, 
Minister for Railways. 

An engine fitted to burn pulVèrised 
coal arrived at North Melbourne dur-
ing April, and it is said will soon be 
in commis i 0 11 . 

* 

The eyes of all Enginemen will be 
centred upon the 'experiments which 
are to be made, with hopes of suc-
cess. The increasing size of our 
engines has made many a Fireman 
wish for oil burners and if the tests 
prove successful th'ere is some hope 
of lighter labor in the future. 

STOP ! 	LOOK ! ! LISTEN ! ! 7 

&re You About to be Made 
Permanent 

R,aiiway Employees ? 
Che 	Insitrarese 'company 

of 'Natalia 
Cho " 

Gives Greater I3enefits in Itt 

" Special Railway 
Employees' Policy." 

Than can be obtained elsew here 

STOP ! 

LOOK! what you receive all in one 
Policy for the cheapest premium on 
he market. 

LISTEN ! 

(1) Surn Assured payable with profits 
at age 60 or ht previous death. 

(2) The full surrt assured is payable 
in event of the Life Assured be-
coming permanently disabled by 
Accident, by the loss Within 30 
days or the Accident of two 
limbs or two eyes, or one limb 
and ono eye. 

(3) In the event of the loss within 
30 days of the ac,cident of one 
limb or one eye, the L.C.A. will 
immediately pay one-half of the 
Sum Assured. 

(4) Payment of accident benefits, as 
above, would not affect the Pol-
icy as regards the payment La 
full of the sum assured at age 
60 or at previous death, WITH 
FULL PROFITS. 

(5) IN ADDITION, the foes usually 
paid for Hospital Treatment, not 
exceeding £1 per week, and not 
exceeding in all one-tenth of the 
Sum Assured, will be defrayed 
by the Company in any cas@ 
(approved by the Company's 
Medical Officer) of a Policy-hol-
der seeking and receiving treat-
ment in any Public Hospital in 
Australia (except those reserved 
for Consumptive,s or the Insane). 

WE GIVE YOU MORE & 
CHARGE LESS FOR IT. 

G. SMITH, General g■lanapr. 
HEAD OFFICE: 

56 QUEEN ST., MELBOURNE. 

CUNNINGHAM, 
Secretary Enginemen. 
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To Our Unfinancial 
Membérs—If Any 

The historians who record the 
actions of the working class in days 
gone by told of the Martyrs land :their 
endeavors to form trade unions. 

For many years their efforts were 
futile, but the indomitable spirit of 
your forefathers prevailed, and, 
grudgingly, the masters were forced 
to concede the right to formi a union 
of working men and women. We 
read of meetings held in secret, of 
men sentence'd to long terms of im-
prisonm,ent, of deportations to other 
lands, of men done to death; but, in 
spite of all, the workers) advanced, 
-lowly, it is true, but surely, until 
to-day we see capitalism being fought 
with its own weapons. We see capi-
talism giving way, bucking, snarling, 
and kicking, and y•et you men for 
whom your forefathers fought so 
grandly, have not the working spirit 
to keep yourself financial in your 
Union. 

Do you ever ask yourself wh'at 
treatment you would rec,eive at the 
hands of your masters if you had 
no unions ? 

Do you not realise that you are 
the union itself ? 

You are a unit in the fight, and 
collective units make the union ? 

Has the system you work under 
so dulled your intellects, so be-
clouded your thinking apparatus that 
you are prepared to be unfaithful to 
thos,e dead heroes who fought for a 
trades union, and in many instances 
died to get it? 

Look at the martyrs whose names 
mark the milestones of progress, and 
look at your miserable self, and de-
cide to stand erect and be a man, 
and fall into line and pay up and 
support t he grandest and fioblest 
movement the world has ever seen: 
"the working class movement." 

Remember, the emancipation of the 
working class is inevitable. Do not 
let it be said that you had to be 
dragged into better wages and con-
ditions, kicking, biting, scratching. 
Come to your meetings; educate your 
fellow men, organise workers inside 
your industry, and, above all, pay 
up. 

W. LEWIS. 

The Vice-President, Mr. S. Samson, 
has been experiencing indifferentt 
health of late, and has taken his 
annual leave. His fellow officers on 
the Executive and members generally 
wish him a good holiday and a cobn-
plete recovery that will enable him 
to return to the fighting line with 
renewed vim and vigor. 

SPARKS. 
The Department is putting its case 

for the reduction of the rate of pay-
ment for overtime from time and a 
halt for work done after ten hours 
to time and a quarter, sa3,-s," it aims 
at working the Locomotive Engine-
men as near eight hours as possible. 
What is your experience? 

The claim submitted on behalf of 
our members is that time a,nd a half 
be paid after eight hours on duty 
and double time after twelve, hours. 
The claim aims at getting recogni-
tion for a real eight-hour day. 

The newly-constituted Board of 
Discipline held its first meeting on 
Monday April 30th. 

The, Board consists of Mr. Sutton, 
who resigned the position of Secre-
tary of Railways to take up the posi-
tion ot permanent chairman of the 
Board, arid Mr. H. Clark, who will 
be the Departmental member, and 
(who has b•een succeeded as Superin-
tendent of Goods Train Service by 
Mr. A. Smith), and Mr. W. Phe-
lan, recently re-elected to fill 
the position of Employees' rep-
res•entative. • The work of the 
Board as newly constituted will 
be watched wita keen interest 
by the whole service which will 
have the opportunity t'ro make C0171- 
parison with this Beard and those 
which operate in the majority of the 
other States, where the employees in 
each Branch have a representative 
sitting on it when their cases are 
being heard. • , 

According to Press reports, Mr. 
P. G. Stewart, Federal Minister of 
Works and Railway's, "discovered" 
fourteen unused locomotive:3 at Port 
Augusta on his recent visit •to the 
Transcontinental line I 

His "discovery" is a belated one, 
however, a,s the whole' of the. men 
employ,ed on the line knew of their 
existence, and of a round-house to 
accommodate twenty-four engines ly-
ing unused, with an engine in each 
bay, while those which are actually 
doing the work sp•end their time in 
the open air, where they have t,o 
be cleaned, washed out, and gener-
ally attended to. 

The Railwaymen on the "Trans" 
line won't be at all sorrr if the Fed-
eral Minister for Public Works and 
Railways sells out the whole of his 
discovery of KA engines lying silent 
and ddst-covered in the Port Augusta 
Loco. mausoleum, and a few more 
which are by no means silent either. 

The KA's are regular "coal-eat-
ers," and have a "swaggering" 
style of locomotion which i3 peciv  

liarly their own, and any Engine-
man who has worked eight hours, 
on the living examples of what lies 
in Port Augusta's Tutankamen's 
tomb, is glad to step off and seek 
repose. 

A suggestion which should find 
favor with the Bruce-Page Govern-
ment and its Minister for Railwa,ys, 
is to sell the whole lot to some 
State where coal is more plentiful than on the Trans line, and devote the whole of the proceeds to provid-
ing. accommodation to those whose 
misfortune it is t o serve the public at the wayside stations on what is 
probably at present t he ,most barren 
and desolate thousand miles of Rail-
way in the world. Another good 
thing would eventuate from the sale. 
It would leave room for the living 
engines to occupy the at present, 
dead round-house. 

Have you paid your 10.3. for the Labor Daily yet? 
Remember that the call is one 

which is made to all workers, to 
assist in establishing a press which 
will set forth their views without 
prejudice, without misrepresentation 
and, abova all things, with truth. 

The "Eight Hours" procession this 
year was a bright display, but both 
the members marching, and the spec-
tators were less than for many 
years past. The time and money 
could be spent to great advantage 
for the Labor movement in other 
ways. As a spectacle it ha,s lest its 
hold on the public, and as a demon-
stration of the strength of Union 
forces it is not a success, because 
a large percentage of those who 
should be marching prefer to look 
on and let the other fellow do it. 

The tableau illustrating the need for the Labor Daily was original 
in design, and attracted great inter-
est. "The World" revolved over the heads of a number of maidens, young 
and fair, who typified the life of 
this young country, and the sources 
from which the news to be circu-
lated amongst Australian working 
classes will be drawn. 

The Ballarat boys put Central to 
shame this year, in the shape of 
attendance of members for the Eight Hours procession. 

On Monday the 16th April, forty-
five members marched behind the banner in Ballarat, and one week later not more than forty marched 
in Melbourne. Allowing for the fact that a large percentar,e of members 
are working in the métropolitan area on Eight Hours Day on account of it being a public holiday, there is no excuse for the poor attendance of 
Melbourne members, unless it be 
that ,they wanted to join with the 
spectators and see who marched. 
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Mystery is No Mystery 
Workers Their Own ,13ankers. 

"The Hand that Writes the B ank Draft Rules the World." 

(Brisbane "Daily Standard," April 18th). 
"That it be an instruction from 

the conference to the incoming exe-
cutive to investigate the question 
of establishing a bank in the in-
terests cf the Labor movement of 
Victoria, and in the event of the in-
vestigation of executive showing that 
a bank can be satisfactorily set up 
and conducted, that it be authorised 
to lay down a definite scheme for the 
consideration of and adoption, if pos-
sible, by the next annual conference." 

This resolution, moved by Mr. A. S. 
brakeford, and seconded by Mr. Hol-
land, was caried at the recent con-
ference of the Victorian A.L.P. 

MELBOURNE, Wednesday. 
Mr. Drakeford, who is general sec-

retary of the Australian Federated 
Union of Locomotive Enginemen, 
when seen by a "Staridard" repre-
sentative, said that Labor organisa-
tions in other parts of the nvorld had 
given a great deal of attention to the 
question of finance, and apart from 
the banking institutions successfully 
set up by the co-operative movement 
in Great Britain an:I Europe, ex-
arnples of the people successfully con-
trolling their own funds existed in 
-A.rnerica. - 

The Locomotive Brotherhood of 
l'Ig,ineers had started a Co-operative 

fiank in Cleveland, Ohio, on Novern-
oer 1, 1920, with a capital of 1,000,000 
dollars. and its resources at the end 
of Octbber. 1_921, amounted to more 
than 17,000,000 dollars. The whole of 
the stock waS owned by the Brother-
hood of Locomotive Eng,ineers or its 
Members, the organisation maintain-
ltlg control by means of a contract 
that stock could only be purchased 
on the rigidly enforced condition that 
the first offer of sale must be made 
to the brotherhood, and that in case 
of severance with the union, or death 
of a stockholder, it must be tendered 
to the purchasing committee of the 
bank for sale. 

The bank, in addition to the direct 
service it renders to the members, 
was meeting' with'the hearty support 
of the workers outside the union, as 
was illustrated by the fact that more 
than 85 per cent of its depositors 
earne from outside the brotherhood 
Membership, many being farmers and 
sMall business men. 
, A. feature of its operations was that 
!t divided its earnings not only with 
Its stockholders, but with its deposi-
lo'r)rs. It was indeed a "People's 

114V 
The Locomotive Brotherhoods- in 

America had shown over a long 

period that it was possible for the 
workers, in combination, to make a 
success of insurance and pension 
schemes, financed entirely by them-
selves, and other railroad brother-
hoods, had in recent years set up 
successful manufacturing establish-
ments. 

Their experience had shown them 
that it was highly desirable that the 
workers should mobilise. and control 
their own finances, and this they had 
demonstrated that they could do suc-
cessfully. 

The Loconmtive Engineers' Brother-
hood had assisted in the establish-
ment of co-operative banks by the 
Producers and Consumers' Association 
at Phila.delphia, Pa., with branches at 
Utica, N.Y., and at Hammond, Ind., 
and was also assisting, the Clerks' 
Union to establish one at Cincinatti. 

The Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers had established a bank. The 
Order of Railroad Telegraphers was 
about to start one at St. Louis. 

Labor Can Do It. 
The president of the Locomotive 

Engineers' Bank, speaking at the an-
oual meeting of the shareholders in 
1922, said:— 

"It is now clear to the American 
people that organised Labor can 
embark in what has hitherto been 
supposed to be a calling limited to 
capitalists. The mystery of' banking 
hes proven to be no mystery at 
all." 
Mr. Drakeford said that it was felt 

by many ardent supporters of Labor 
here that what could be done by or-
ganised Labor in America could be 
done here, and that Labor should turn 
its attention to doing now the things 
which it would undoubtedly have to 
undertake when the people gave it 
control of its affairs once more, as he 
felt they assuredly would. 

They lacked numbers, perhaps, as 
compared with America, but the fact 
remained that there was a vast 
amount of money available from 
amongst the workers, including far-
mers and small busines men, which, 
if used by themselves instead of being 
handed over to their opponents, the 
capitalists, to use (very often against 
their interests), would enable the 
workers to make much greater pro-
gress in handling their own affairs. 
When the time came to handle the 
affairs of the nation, according to 
Mr. Drakeford, they could best fight 
the capitalist by employing the 
weapons he used, against himself. By 
keeping control of their own finances 
the workers would retain control of a  

large part of their ammunition. 
"The workers are in need of a 

sound constructive policy, and finance 
is at the root of it," Mr. Drakeford 
said. "It is believed by many of the 
workers that they have the brains and 
initiative necessary to handle finance 
successfully, and that the establish-
ment of a bank would give them the 
opportunity of proving it. 

"The proposition to appoint a board 
of directors to 'assist' ( ?) the Gover-
nor of the Commonwealth Bank is 
viewed with suspicion by a large 
number of workers, as an indica-
tion that the Bruce-Page Government 
means to make our great national 
bank subservient to the private banks 
and capitalistic interesIts." 

Alleg,ed "Intricacies." 

Mr. Drakeford added that to para-
phrase an old saying, it was now be-
ing recognised "that the hand that 
writes the bank draft rules the 
world," as laid down by Major C. H. 
Douglas, an eminent British Guilds-
man, and the workers would gain a 
more exnert knowledge of the alleged 
"intricacies" of finance by handling 
their own funds and their oi.on re-
sources. His union stood for that 
policy, which could be designated "de-
mocratisation of finance and construc-
tive unionism," and it looked forward 
to some practical scheme being de-
velened by the Labor Party during the 
corning year which would give scope 
to the workers to display not only 
theoretical knowledge of industry and 
finance, but to apply that knowledge 
for the benefit of the workers gener-
ally, and the improvement of the com-
munity at large. 

k visitor from West Australian 
Divi.sion, Mr. P. Regan, a brother of 
Comrade W. Regan, driver at North 
'Melbourne Depot, called at the Loco. 
Hall in April. Our comrade is a 
well-known member of the Exemitive 
of the West Australian Division, 
and was welcomed by the officer4 on 
behalf of the Division. 

Comrade J. C. Valentine, General 
Secretary o f the Queensland Divi-
sion, is the selected Labor candidate 
for the Enoggara seat at the election 
on May 12th. The Victorian Division 
extends hearty wishes for his success 
at the polls. 

-Printed by the Hilton Press, Victoria 
Lane, Mellxmrne, and Published 
by the Victorian and Tasmanian 
Divisions of the Australian Fede-
rated Union of Locomotive Engine- 
Men. 
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The Need for a 	Scotland for 80,000 Enginemen ; yet 
every effort including the unlimited 
:pending of public money, is being 

" Nationwide " Union made here for the purpose of pre- 
venting similar rates of pay and 
conditions of work in the respective 

( 

_A., instructed 	the Fede.ral 
Conference in Sept,. of last year the 
General. Secretary of the Federal Un-
ion, .Mr. A. S. Drakeforcl, visited 
South and Western Australia, 'via 
the Transcontinental line during 
March and came clos.ely into contact 
with the Locomotive Enginemen who 
work this important link between the 
Eastern and Western are.as of the 
continent, ancl who are about to 
join vrith the Federal Union. - 

Considerable dissatisfaction exists 
am.ongst the men working the line 
at the conditions under which they 
are compelled to live and w.ork, 
which are in many respects. worse 
than in any other part of the Com-
monwealth. 

These visits show that there is 
a general feeling of dissatisfaction; 
throughout Australia at, the attempt 
which is being made by the authori-
ties to apply uniformity of conditions 
wherever they are disadvantageous, 
and avoid their application wherever 
the men would gain thereby. 

There is a strong belief that deci-
sions are arrived at at the a,nnual 
Conference of Railway Commissioners 
which are being enforced wherever 
possible throughout the Common-
wealth aiming at, uniformity of ad-
ministration, and that, on the other 
hand, the Commissioners a.re re-
sisting by all 'the means in their 
power the effort to put. working 
conditions on a mere satisfactory and 
uniform basis amongst the employes. 

Recent events in South Australia 
and Tasmania ,show that there is a 
disposition on the part of the auth-
orities to refuse to. obey awards of 
the tribunals appointed to regulate 
th:e conditions .of work where they 
do not suit the employer while long-
established conditions have been 
summarily interfered with in several 
of the Slates in a manner which 
shows but little regard for the 
rights of. the employes.. 

Distinct breaches of faith have 
ocCurred, and the less.on is being 
0tkee to heart by the 'Fen that they 
must be ready' to. apply their 
strength in a, Federal :sense to resist 
unwarranted departmental depreda-
tions. 

The ratcs of pay and conditions of 
work for Loc.omotive Enginemen in 
„Australia are greatly inferior on the 
whole than those operating in Eng-
land, U.S.A.. and Canada, where both 
Enginedrivers and Fire,men rec.eive 
much better 'pay ill proportion to 
that given for unskilled labor Allan 
they do here. 

The organisations in these coun-
trie,s operate on a nationwide. basis, 
and similar rates of pay and con-
ditions of work are .operated for 
Enginemen in two. nation,s, viz., U. 
S.A. and Canada, and they are, 
uniform throughout England and 

States of Australia. being allowed 
for Railwaymen by the. narrow-vis-
ioned Anti-Australian politicians, 
who have temporary charge of 
State affairs. 

The enrolment of the Common-
wealth . Locom.otive Enginemen hy 
the A.F.U.L.E: is the first defi-

nite .step in the direction of estab-- 
lishing the Union on a basis which 
will enable it to. successftilly resist 
the attacks which are being made 
by administrative' methods on the 
rights .of Enginetnen, and it is the 
intention of the Federal Executive' 
of the Union to develop its defensive 
powers, and re.sist any attacks macle 
upon the rights of the members as 
citiz,ens .of Australia, to the utmost 
of its capacity. 

Level Crossing Accidents. 
WHAT NEW ZEALAND ENCIINE- 

MEN THINK OF THEM. 

The large number of level cross-
ing accidents of •reeent date calls 
for some deftnite action to bit taken 
against careless drivers of vehicles. 

There is no doubt whatever that 
some drivers of motor cars are 
criminally careless and reckless. 
Accidents have happened on cross-
ings which have an unobstructed 
view either way, and it has so Imp-
pened that motor cars have been 
driven into the side of trains. Driv-
ers have been observed to race a 
train` to a crossing, which is a 
most reckless action. 

We would appreciate very much 
if the daily newspapers throughout 
New Zealand would put in a, plea 
for the Locomotive Engineer when 
level crossing accidents occur, and 
so urge the drivers of vehicles to 
have some consideration for the 
nerves of our engineers. I:t is a 

most nerve-racking experienc.e for 
any engineinan when he crashes into 
a vehicle of any description. 

The helpless human cry of the 
occupants of the vehicle, blended 
with the grinding, crashing noise 
as the locomotive tears its way 
through or over the vehicle affects 
the strongest nerves .of any engin-
eer. The cries of agony of the in-
jured, the moans of the dying, to-
g,ether with the sight .of mangled 
people, almost drives the engineer 
to distraction. He se,es the whole 
ghastly busine.ss from start to finish 
and the s ight remains in his mind 
for 'days and weeks 'afterwards. 

The sight of the mangled bodies 
cause.s the Engineer to fe,e1 sickly, 
and many of them go mealless, for 
some time. Why should people be 
so careless and recidess? Why  

do they n ot have some feeling for 
the engineer whose work demands 
a Strong n.erve? One or two such. 
aceidents completely un-nerves 
Engine,er, and is the cause of many 
giving up their jobs on main lino 
work. 

Why do the public ignore the 
"Look .out for the engine" sign? 
Why do they ignore the wig-wag 
signals or any other sign erected 
to draw their attention to a train 
approaching? If drivers of vehi-
cle.s feel inclined ta take risks, ix,-hy 
not take them where they will be 
the only persons conc.erned? Taking. 
risks or being reckless on a level 
cro:ssing may cause the death 'of 
many more besides the motor driv-
er. 

We do hope that the newspaper:: 
of New Ze.aland will take up and so 
plead with the public to have some 
consideration for the locomotive en-
gineer . 

P.erhaps in no other country ill 
the world are there so many- level 
crossings per mile of railway as ex-
ists in New Zealand; therefore, there 
is all the more need for considera-
tion of the engineer. 
. The keen alertness demanded of 
a. locomotive Engineer -in New Zea-
land on account of so many level 
crossings is sufficient to Nirar out 
his nerve,s, without the additional 
result of careless, reckless people 
in charge of vehicles. 
..(New Zealand Locomotive Engineers 

Journal.) 

The Queensland Elections are beinf! 
closely watched by all political par-
ties throughout Australia. 

When the campaign first started 
the Nationalist Liberal section was 
confident of victory, arid pointed to 
the ederal election voto as a suro 
indication of the "writing ort the 
wall' for the Labor Government iri 
Queensland. 

Lately in the Inter-State notes iri 
the daily press it is noticeable that 
they have changed their tone some-
what, and now admit that "Theo-
dore" might lead his party to vic-
tory. 

If the Labor Party rroes back to 
power on May 12th, th6en it wilt bc 
A. veritable triumph over abuse and 
misrepresentation by the daily presg 
and other powerful capitalistic in-
terests, which will prove that La-
bor's policy is withstanding all efforts 
to discredit it from within and with' 
out. 

Are you content to have yew' 
views distorted your policy misre' 
presented, and your leoitimate de-
sires for progress frustrated? 
so, raise objections; to doing y.,te 
share towards the creation of 
chain of Labor dailies. 

If you want progre.ss, and are 
pared to a.ssist in obtaining it, 
10s. to your Branch Secretary. 

pre' t 
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