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Cleanliness 	Comfort  

Vol. 5. No. 9.  

Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures  

Our Programs may be  
equalled but  

Cannot be x!c.aten  

UNITED WE STAND 
 

DIVIDED WE FALL  
UNIONISTS, you know what the above  

means. Whether you are in the Railway 
 

Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
 

and all it stands for deserves your 
 

UNITED SUPPORT. I; you do not give  
it then you are helping the other side and 

 

all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
 

Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical  
Employees' Association have fought hard 

 

in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
 

got, help them to keep it.  
Never in the history of Australia has 

 

the necessity for Unity been greater. 
 

So pass the word to the boys and your  
families to  

Support The Loco. 

PROGRAMME CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY  

Victoria Street, NORTH ME  BOURNE. 
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04e  , ttutplu#h. 
" They are slaves who will met dare 

All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

1101611161WYsr^ 

MANAGERIAL NOTES 
" The Footplate " is published 

monthly. 
All Branch Secretaries and Execu-

tive Officers are empowered to act 
as agents for this journal. Hand 
yoar contributions, name, and address 
to them. We do the rest. 

Phone, Central, 10235. 
Literary.—To ensure publication, 

eontributions must be in not Eater 
than the 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as  possible  after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that " The 
Footplate" is sent to their private 
address, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, 
and forward samd also to their 
Branch Secretary. 

EDITORIAL 
PLAYING OUR PART. 

—o— 
The curtain rang down on the Fed-

eral Parliamentary stage on Satur- 

day, October 14th, and the men of 
whom it was composed go forth to 
face the electors and seek a new 
lease of political life. 

In recent years It has become al-
most a habit of Parliamentary life 
to find divisions of opinions amongst 
the various members of the parties 
which struggle for supremacy on the 
Treasury Benches, and these divi-
sions of opinion have openly mani-
fested themselves amongst the ranks 
of every party in the House. 

There was a want of stability 
from v-hich springs the beneficial 
legislation which Australia so badly 
needs. I 

Tte opportunity to remedy the de-
fects in our machinery of govern-
ment is now approaching, and we 
must be 'ready to do our part. 

There are things of grave concern 
to us as Railwaymen and workers 
which need our earnest considera: 
tion as individual citizens, and our 
collective, energetic action as an or-
ganisation, if we desire to keep for 
ourselves the rights ' we now hold  

under the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion. r 

To a request made recently by a 
New South Wales body of civil ser-
vants that we should render assis-
tance to test the validity of collect-
ing Federal income tax from State 
employees, the Federal Conference 
very properly replied that as we de-
manded equal rights with all Aus-
tralian citizens, we were prepared 
to shoulder the same burdens, and, 
therefore, could not give assistance 
to any cause which had for its ob-
ject the evasion of any of our obli-
gations by the raising of légal bar-
riers. 

That decision correctly expresses 
the desires of the Locomotive Engine-
men of Australia. They demand the 
same rights, and are prepared to 
shoulder, the same obligations. 

The demonstrations which have 
already been given of our intentions 
have made it abundantly clear that 
we intend to take full advantage 
of our existing rights to prevent the 
election of any candidate for election 
to the Federal House who stands for 
the restriction or curtailment of any 
of the rights we now possess. What-
ever may have been the original in-
tention of the Hughes Government 
its superlative sense of political ex-
pediency showed it that it would be 
a blunder of some magnitude if it 
passed the legislation which would 
have the effect of excluding Rail-
waymen and employees of State in-
strumentalities from Federal jurisdic-
tion. 

It was a simple matter, but it was 
not judicious to do so prior to the 
elections. 

The people concerned are not, how-
ever, lulled by the pre;ent policy 
of inaction intto a sleep from which 
they will be rudely awakened when 
the new Parliament meets. 

The doings and intentions of the 
Barwells, the Fullers. and -the Law-
sons, and lesser lights of Liberal-
ism cannot be so easily concealed 
The Nationalist (?) papers throughout 
the land do not fail to show to the 
people at large who have the slight-
est glimmer of intelligence that they 
intend to break down or smash up as 
much of the machinery which now 
exists for the protection of the work-
ers as can be achieved in the time 
at their disposal when the power is 
theirs. r 

' There are some who urge that it 
will be a good thing if they are al-
lowed to do so, because it will bring 
"the day" of revolution nearer to its 
dawn. 

We need hardly waste time, how-
ever, considering their point of view, 
which is made evident rather by the 
loudness of their wailing than the 
greatness of their numbers or the 
justice of their cause. 

The move to impair or destroy 

what we already have can be read= 
ily defeated by intelligent action 
backed by active organisation. 

There are eight weeks to pass be-
fore' the elections are held, and the 
"States Instrumentalities" employees 
can in that time, if awakened to the 
necessity for collective action, demon- 
strate beyond the power of argument 
that they are determined to prevent 
the return to power of any Govern, 
ment which intends to create in this 
continent a class which does not 
enjoy t he same rights as . all other 
of its citizens. 

A campaign is about to be launched 
which can make its influence felt 
from the Leuwin to Cape York, and 
which should be the means of solidi-
fying the ranks of Labor in a way 
that will "shock" our political op-
ponents from their sense of false se-
curity. 

Whatever the differences of opinion 
may be which divides the ranks of 
the respective parties, whateve :• the 
reasons may be for the diversie 
ideas held amongst the different 
sections of the workers themselves 
on vital matters, there can be no 
doubt whatever that every true Aus-
tralian, every man who places Aus-
tralia in advance of the narrow boun-
daries of State, with which the crea-
tors of public qpinion seek to cir-
cumscribe our views, our view must 
stand for the principle of "equal 
rights for all Australian citizens, if 
he desires to be considered worthy of 
the name of a representative df the 
peop'e of Australia. 

Play your part in the coming cam-
paign. Make it known that, whet-
her you use them or not, you demand 
the same rights for yourself that 
every other man possesses, and 
make it your duty for the next eight 
weeks to stand four square for that 
principle, to work for it, to fight for 
it, to live for it, and you can rest 
assured that those rights will be 
yours. 

The Municipal Employees, the 
Tramwaymen, the State Service, the 
Federal Service with the Rail-
way employees and all those who 
work in every industry or calling 
which is now wholly or partly social-
ised are deeply interested in the re-
sults of the elections which are now 
at hand. Organised for the reten, 
tion of the things we now possess, 
alive to the need for using our •col- 
lective strength, there is no politi-
cal catch cry, n o green or yellow 
herring of sectarianism that can hope 
to stay the  wave of votes which will 
overwhelm those who seek to hold 
'back the tide of Australia's pro-
gress with the insignificant States 
frights broom. The • Locomotive En - 
ginemen Of Australia have a part 
tc. play. Let us be found when the 
election day comes, playing our part. 
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MONTH BY  MONTH 
WHAT IS AN INDEPENDENT'.• 

CHAIRMAN. 

At the time of writing a Bill is 
before the State House to give effect 
to certain alterations which the Go-
vernment proposes to make in the 
constitution of the Railway Board 
of Discipline, known commonly as 
the Appeal Board, which cannot by 
any means be considered to be of a 
satisfactory character from the view= 
point of the employees. 

As is well known, we have been 
agitating for years past to have an 
alteration to the Act made, which' 
would provide for a truly indepen% 
dent chairman, with a representative 
on the Board when appeals by our 
members are being considered. 

If the provisions as set out in the 
Bill are carried into effect,- the ad- 
legedly independent chairman will be 
a person who is, or has. -been, an 
officer of the Railway Department, 
and who is recommended by the 
Railway Commissioners, and is to 
be appointed for the term of five 
years. 

There is no provision in the Bill 
for a representative of ours, or any 
other section. The employees' rep: 
resentatives are to be elected by the 
whole service, as is n ow being done 

After giving consideration to the 
proposals, as published in the press' 
it was decided by the Executive to 
obtain a copy of the Bill as soon as 
it was printed, with the object of 
having amendments prepared, and if 
possible, submitted to Parliament for 
its consideration. 

The General Secretary waited upon 
the Minister for Railways, and asked 
that consideration of the Bill be post- 
poned until an opportunity for 
amendments could be submitted, and 
arranged with the Leader of the 
Opposition, Mr. G. Prendergast, for 
this to be moved in the House. This 
request was granted, and with the 
assistance of Mr. E. J. Corr, our 
solicitor, amendments have been 
drafted to be put before the House, 
which, if carried, will provide for 
representation for our organisation, 
and such others as may desire it 
and an independent chairman, not re= 
commended by either the Commis: 

 sioners or  the employees, and to be 
elected for a period of three, instead 
of . five years. 

FORTNIGHTLY PAYS DELAYED. 
A matter,. which has engaged the 

attention of the Executive for a con-
siderable time is the question of 
.having payments made to the ser , 

 vice fortnightly. It will . be reinem: 
tiered that this has been put, before 
both the Commissioners ' ,and the 
Minister for Railways ty depute: 
non, • and we have kept the inat-
ter under notice. 

It was known more than twelve 
months ago that the Commissioner's 
favored the adoption of the fort-
nightly pays throughout the service 
and the only Obstacle to its applica- 
tion was that raised by the Govern- 
ment on the score of expense. 

It seemed quite probable, however, 
that the matter would have been 
applied had it not been for the fact 
that another organisation raised the 
question of weekly pays before the 
Government had reached a final de 
cision on the request for a fort-
nightly ,payment. This gave the Go-
vernment the opportunity to delay 
the question on the ground that 
further enquiry would have to be 
made as to the cost of weekly pay-
ments. 

In the meantime the public service 
organisations made application for 
fortnightly payments, which gave rise 
to a further investigation as to what 
it would cost to apply the system' 
to the whole of the Government Ser-
vice of the State, and the Govern-
ment was very much inclined to hang 
the whole matter up because of the 
increased cost which was said to 
have been disclosed by their investi-
gations, and we were further inform-
ed that weekly payments were being 
pressed for. 

Recognising that the question of 
weekly payments would only be made 
an excuse for not applying any im- 
provement in the system.. we continu: 
ed to press for the application of 
fortnightly payment to the Railway 
service, pointing out that the Class= 
ification Board awards were based 
on fortnightly periods, and a deci-
sion has now been reached, which, 
while acknowledging the principle, 
and agreeing that it will be applied, 
makes the date for its a splication 
1st July, 1923. I 

An opportunity will be taken, how-
ever, to induce the Government to 
fix an earlier date for the operation 
of the fortnightly pay principle, as 

 it is felt that a .regular fortnightly 
pay is urgently needed, particular-
ly on behalf of the men who are on 
low rates of pay. ' 

The addresses of advocates on the 
basic wage question before the Class-
ification Board have not yet been 
concluded. Mr. Taylor._ advocate of 
the A.R.U., is now „delivering his 
final addresses on the grade claims-  

It is expected that the General 
Secretary will be called upon any, 
day now to present his. after which 
the claims will receive considena! 
tion in camera by the Board, a pro- 
cess which will take some time to 
complete in view of the number. 

TRIP VALVES WITHOUT TRAIN 
STOPS. 

The inquest which took place to 
inquire into the death of Motorman 
Frank Dilena, who was the driver 
of the electric train which bolted 
through Highett and. Cheltenham be-
fore pulling up, was attended to by 

Mr. Corr, solicitor to the Union, who 
was assisted by Mr. A. S. Drakeford. 
Members will have read press reports 
relating to this matter, and probably 
already know that a verdict of death 
by misadventure was recorded. 

This regrettable fatality is an 
instance of the great responsibility 
which rests upon the electric motor= 
men, and indicates that they are car: 
rying a greater responsibility here 
than in Great Britain, where the 
Board of Trade regulations require 
two men to be placed at the head of 
the electric trains where "train 
stops" are not supplied on the sig- 
nal apparatus along the line. 

We have pressed for similar con- 
ditions to be applied here ever since 
the introduction of the electric sys-
tem, and the Department's refusal 
seems to point to the necessity for 
the creation of a tribunal similar to 
the British Board of Trade, with 
power to compel the Commissioners' 
to conform to its regulations. 

The accident should have the ef= 
feet of discouraging the advocates 
of cheap labor within the Depart= 
ment, who desire that moll without 
loco. running experience should be 
given the right of promotion to elec- 
trie motormen, and who, it is known, 
have been pressing for an alteration 
in that direction with some vigor. 

(TEMPORARY TRANSFERS. 
The depression of Railway business 

arising from falling off in traffic, 
etc., still continues to operate in 
some of the Branches of the Service, 
but it is hoped that in a very short 
time the situation will be much 
brighter . During the last fortnight 
we have not received ally complaints 
from country Branches that members 
have been stood down, and at North 
Melbourne on more than one occasion 
during the past few days work has 
been plentiful. This, of course, can 
be attributed partly to the fact that 
it was "show week." but ,even if 
'only of a bhort duration, it is never= 
the less appreciated by our members'. 

It is generally well known that a 
great number of our junior firemen 
and cleaners have been transferred 
to other branches of the service: 
Transportation Branch, Way and 
Works Branch, and to the Newport 

 Workshops, etc. These transfers 
were made with the object of pro-
viding employmnet for members, who, 
had they not been absorbed in other 
branches during the period of slack-
ness, would have been put off, and 
at the time the men were being 
transferred we were given an assur-
ance from the Commissioners that 
as soon as the situatior improved 
the men would be re-transferred to 
their old positions in the Rolling 
Stock Branch. 

MISUNDERSTANDINGS REMOVED 
Some misunderstanding arose, how-

ever, owing to several of the men 
who transferred to other positions 
in order that employment could bo 



When members are injured on the 
job in such a way that they suffer 
the permanent loss of any of their 
faculties, without any undue • negli-
gence on their part, and are unable 
to arrange a satisfactory settlement  of their claims to compensation, they 
`should give a detailed account of 
their case to the Branch Secretary 
to be forwarded to the Executive for 
.ettlervent, as it will be demonstrat-

ed from t he above results that the 
Union is able to secure terms of set-
tlement that would not he possible 
Without its advocacy and represen- 
tation .'Jr.ß Peart, as an example, 
not bring aware until informed by 
a Union official, that he, was entitled 
to be compensated for the injury re-
ceived while he was retained on the 
job. • ;• 

 How 'ro DISORGANhE l  

17 there is somebody else trying  
to do something all the time, and he  
is gradually getting there by per.
sistent effort, in spite of drawbacks  
and indifference, well. when you see  
success approaching, scoff at the re=  

sults, use your brains to destroy the  
good work, and  your tongue to scoff  
at his efforts.  

It will do him some harm,  and  will  
give you the chance to show what  
the Union has failed to do.  

The L. C. A. reports that it has  
received information from the D•e-
partment that member; of the Vic;  

torian Division of the A.F.U.L . E.lieve  
joined up with them under.  the De- 
partmental Insurance regulations.  
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one of his hands as the result of  
an accident whilst underneath the  
engine attending to pit work, has  
been settled by the payment of £66  
19s. 3d. compensation for injuries)  
received. We are glad, however,  
that while the ,injuries were severe,  
they are not serious enough to pre-
vent his following his calling as 

 

a fireman, if he desires to do so. 

The second case is that of ex-
Driver J. Peart, of Maryborougilr,, 
leading band cleaner, to which posi-
tion he was reduced some years ago 
owing to having failed .  the vision 
test, who met with a painful and 
serious accident to his eye. This 
was caused by his endeavoring to 
remove some dirt from the nozzle 
of a spray, which was being used 
for liming and washing the walls 
of the pits and shed at Maryborough 
and  uç*,irnately affected his eye to 
the extent that it is almost useless. 
A.frter sonic months of representa-
tion and negotiation,, he has now 
been paid the sum of £116 1ls. 

found for them, having received no=  
rice that they had been permanently 
ransferred, or had received verbal 

in timation to that effect. 
In  order to remove any doubts on 

the matter, it was once more brought 
under nptice this week, one definite 
case of a cleaner with .considerable 

 

experience as a fireman, having had 
the words "permanently transfer- 

•
red" marked on his transfer notice, 
being quoted. 

The - Chairman of the Commission-
ers' Staff Board, Mr. Eyers, in reply 
to our representations, said that all 
men sent to Newport wore to be 
transferred back to their. positions 

• as cleaners and firemen as soon as m. 
things •ecame,busy enough to absorb 
them, unless there is some special 
reason why they should be allowed 
to remain in the positions they now 
oc' uny, and the word "permanent-
ly," which is marked on their trans :  for has  been made in error. 

Men transferred to other Branches 
w ill be re-transferred to the Rolling 
Stook Branch as Soon as things be-
came busy enough to absorb them, 
tunics hey ha- -e made application, 
and have qualified themselves for 

•certain positions in  the  Transporta-
tion Branch, and are required to re-
main there, and the Rolling Stock 
Branch is able to do without them. 

It will be seen frc m this that no 
 permanent transfers have so far been 

made.. and n one will he made unless 
the' Rolling Stock Brandt is agree= 
able when things become busy, and 
then only if the other- Branches will 
take them.  

GENERAL ITEMS. 

No definite dite has yet been fix-
ed for the• consideration of seniority 
appeals. A fair number of which 
have been received from the respec-
tive Branches. According to copies 
of protests which have been received 

 

f resit members who have been apply-
ing, there are cases which have not 
received fair consideration, and which 
will have to he fought out to enable 

 

ju ,t ce to he done.  

considerable amount of time has 
^•'ei 

 
taken up during the last fort- 

ii 	t in dealing with matters which 
have been sent down „Ñy the 

-Branches to be dealt with by the 
Executive, but owing to Mr. W. Ryan 
chief clerk of the Rolling Stock 
Branch, being engaged on some spe-
cial work, and Mr. Stamp, superin-
tendent of Loco. Running, being on 
holidays, and other Offieers being 
enga4ed during the last week on 
Show traffic, it has not been possible 
to reach a honcrusion tin a ),ergo num-
ber of items that have been put be-
fore the Executive. 

Two cases which the General Offi= 
eel's have  had on hand for sonic time.  
re'ating to compensation of members  
injured on duty have now been  
brought to a successful completion.  

BRANCH REPORTS.  
ARARAT.--The monthly meeting of  

the above Association was 1•eld in the  
Drivers Room, on Sunday, 10th inst.;  
a fair average attendance of members  
were present. Mr. T. Fitch occupied  
the chair, as all of our Chairmen being  
on leave. A consilerable amount of  
Correspondence was dealt with; also  
Newsletter was read by Secretary, 1;vlr.  
A. Finch. The Agenda Paper for the 
Annual Conference was dealt with, 
making the meeting a very basy one. 
One matter was brought under notice 
of the meeting, that being in respect 
to the compensation: paid by the De-
partment to the widow of our late re-• 
spected Foreman, Mr. E. Peck. A un-
animous motion of appreciation was 
passed to our Officers who had handled 
the matter so successfully. I think this 
is one of the many acts that maintain 
the confidence of the flier in their 
Union Officers. Few local matters 
were set down for Deputation with 
Foreman and others to be sent on t > 
headquarters. The Department is very 
long-winded about the new Loco. Shed 
for Ararat, or in its place a new roof 
en the old shed. Without a doubt it  
is the most dilapidated building within  
the four walls of our fair town. A new  
roof would be greatly appreciated by  
all, if it was only to keep the weather  
out. Work here in this depot is . 

 Very lo:: ebb. A few stock trains. nd  
ballast occasionally enliven the place  
for a few days.—G. A. PADGETT.  

BENDIGO.—The ordinary meeting  
was held in the Drivers' Room on Sun-
day, 17/6/22. President, Mr. Furlong, 
in the chair, and the usual attendance 
of old timers. We did not hold a meet-
ing on the usual day, as it fell on  
Railway Picnic Sunday, and as most  
cf our members have friends visiting  
them, and the attractions of the V.R.  
Band generally proves too strorg, it  
was c) n ;iderecd advisable to adjourn  
the meeting. In dealing with the  
Agenda Paper this year, we institute)  
a new departure for this Branch, al-
though by a very small majority. We  
are giving our delegates a free  t.atrl 
to vote ms items as they think fit.  
Personally I think it rather unfair to  
instruct Delegates hew to vcte on items  
when we have no kncwlecdpe of the ar-
guments put forward for or against  
them, and perhaps: many valuable  
pieces Of legislation has been lost to  
the Association through representa-
tives being instructed to vote No, and  
having to carry out those ir.strucrior.s.  
However, opinions differ on all things,  
but I am hopeful that our departure  
from the accepted rule will prove a  
success, and I am sure that Branches  
can rely on their Delegates using their  
best judgment for the interests of the  
Association when casting their vote.  
By correspondence received from the  
D.R.S.I., the requested alterations to  

WORKERS COMPENSATION CASES  

The firs is that of Fireman  
McElveen,. who lost two fingers off 	 -- 
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Considering the short notice (only 
24 hours) the attendance of nearly 
fifty members, presided over by 
the President, Mr. Furlong, speaks 
well for the popularity of the 
General Secretary here, and the re-
ception he received ,speaks better. 

Mr. Drakeford crowded the attivis 
ties of six months, work in a speech 
lof about two and a half hours, and 
the capable manner in which he re-
viewed and explained the work of 
the Executive for that period ans-
wered fully the critics of the "What 
is the Association doing" class. He 
'pointed out the excellent financial 
position of the Association and 
emphasised the necessity of. main-
taining and improving that position. 
The members of this Branch were 
so much in accord with his remarks1 
that although we have a motion on 
the agenda paper for the reduction 
of contributions to the old rates we 
have decided to withdraw it. 
He also pointed out the necessity of 
member., dropping little differences 
and pulling together for the benefit" 
(of all, and also that the Executive 
and officers generally, although put-
ting in a lot of time and trouble to 
do their, best to benefit everyone, 
they were subjected to a lot of un-
fair criticism of a uselese,j 
petty nature. As we all will agree, 
no one obejcts to the critics, and 
rather welcomes them at a meeting, 
when many valuable hints are pick- 
led up and U  a different line of action 
would possibly follow for the general 
good as the result of their remarks; 
but it is humiliating to all concerned 
to hear them in full swing in the 
shed and public street, where only 
harm can be the result of their re-
marks. as it causes disunity among 
the members., 

The political situation concerning 
the proposed amendments of the Ar-
bitration Act also came up for some 
remarks, and the danger of not do-
ing all in our power of resenting 
the proposed alterations. At the 
close of the meeting a resolution 
tc oppose "exclusion" was carried un-
animously. 

In moving a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Drakeford, the mover consider-
ed the expense incurred justified in 
1. ending a member of the Executive 
to vi.it Country Branches every 
three month, when country mem-
i'er-5 veiled be in cicso touch with 
the inside work of. the Executive 
The ,eaolider of the motion spoke of 
the advisability of banding together 
and putting our hands in our pock-
ets and build up a fighting fund to 
mist any encroachment on our civil 
rights to approach the Arbitration 
Court or in any other direction. The 
sentiments expressed were sup-
ported by other speakers, and  the 

 meeting closed.—S. BROGAN. 
—o-

BENALLA.—The third quarterly 
meeting of the Benalla Branch was 

the Loco. yard here have Leen turned 
down, as the yard meets all the re- 
quirements of the traffic, and not in 
the interests of safe working. I am 
afraid my idea of safe working must 
be very distorted if running engines in 
both directions over a single line for 
about half a mile, at all hours of the 
day and night, with six other lines 
that can foul the running road, and 
an overhead bridge to obstruct the 
view, and the yard in pitch darkness 
of a night, and not one signal to pro-
tect or let you know if there is an 
engine coming to meet you. If that is 
safe working, I would give a year or 
two of my life to see a Railway Sys-
tem worked under what would be con-
sidered was not safe working. The 
placing of the extra lights in the Loco. 
yard is to be expedited, sp we are told. 
Well, we were told that six months 
ago, and the matter would be treated 
as urgent, but so far no sign of any-
thing being done in the matter. How-
ever, some of the younger members 
of the service may see "light" yet, but 
the older members will probably go 
out in darkness. General indignation 
was expressed at the meeting at the 
manner in which Guard Read, of Sale, 
was treated ;me? the means which were 
used to bring the charge against him, 
and a resolution was passed condemn-
ing the action, for actions of that sort 
certainly does not tend to the smooth 
working of the Department, and such 
actions will undoubtedly rebound on to 
the authors of the scheme. The press 
remarks, re the use of hooks by Motor-
men for the "Dead Man's Handle," also 
came up, and we expressed our confi-
dence in our comrades on the "Sparks" 
that they use every care and have 
not lost their sense of responsibility, 
and we hope now the case is over that 
the Executive will take the necessary 
action to nail that lie down and clear 
the Motormen of the slur cast upon 
them by responsible writers in a press 
that is forever trying to pick holes in 
cne of the most responsible callings in 
the world. The proposed Hughes anti-
Arbitration Bill also came up for dis-
cussi ,n, and a motion was carried ex-
pressing the wish that the Executive 
get into harness at once and meet re-
presentatives of all Organisations af-
fected, and map out their plan of cam-
paign and give the Governn.ent such 
a shock at the Balolt Box that an -: 
future Government will think twice 
before it starts to interfere with the 
liberties and rights of subjects. A 
number of items were listed for De-
ptitation and for the Executive, and 
the meeting closed.—S. BROGAN. 

BENDIGO. — Report of special 
meeting held on Sunday, 27th Aug.,
1922. A special meeting was calle 
at 3 p.m, on Sunday, 27th August, 
in the Drivers Room to meet the 
General Secretary and give him an 
oppertunity to address the members` 
on the work of the Association 

• 

held in the Drivers  Room  on Sunday, 
10th September, at which the atten-
dance was small. Mostly the usual 
familiar faces, which are to be seen 
at every meeting, speaking 'eloquent- . 

 ly of their constancy and interest in 
the work of the Union. Frequently 
you hear the expression: "What is 
the Union doing?" in respect to this 
or that question. It is notable that 
it is generally a complaint voiced 
by someone whose face is seldom or 
never present at any meeting during 
the year. The meeting room is the 
place to voice grievances and to 
ascertain what is being done by the 
Union on your behalf and that of 
others. 

Different items in the correspon-
dence caused considerable debate, 
several motions dealing with it were 
carried. On one item, the Maurice 
Quinn Testimonial Fund, it was de-
cided to leave it to the voluntary 
action of the individual members. 

A motion was submitted in con-
nection with the award dealing with 
interval time and time under trans-
portation orders was that a general 
ruling be obtained from the Depart-
ment as to whose duty it is to ob-
tain information regarding the move-
ments of the engine after completing 
work on the pit. The members here 
contend that it is not the duty of 
the driver to run after the transpor-
tation officials, but that they should 
come and give the information  to 
the engine crew before going over 
the pit, otherwise engine should be 
shown 	as under transportation 
orders. 

After discussing a matter relating 
to the claims of certain members on 
out-stations respecting the payment 
of contributions prior to me taking 
up the position ai Branch Secretary, 
it was decided to hold it over for 
final settlement till next month. 

A number of members were elect-
ed to membership of this Branch on 
clearances from Central. These 
members being transferred from Mel 
bourne to Wodonga 3, Benalla 2, and 
Wahgunyah, 1. 

The first item in general business 
was the reading of the  News Letter, 
which was listened to by the mem 
bens present with interest and ap-
preciation expressed at the efforts of 
the Executive on behalf of Engine-. 
men. The replies of the Foreman 
to deputation on matters listed for 
con ;ic:e; a i in were given to the meet-
ing. A number of items were listed 
to be put before him. Then came 
the reading of the agenda  paper,  
and items discussed. The Gr'ancc 
Council delegate being inptruced to 
snpport some of the item s; and many 
lent open for his discretion. 

I have frequently commented on¡ 
the state of the roof of the shed. 
Well, it certainly has iron upon it in 
places, but— Many others and my-
self and mate had the very "pleas-
ant' experience last Saturday, dur-
ing the heavy rain which fell he re, 
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of getting an engine ready for the 
road. The rain pouring in in streams 
through the holes in the roof, and 
one's clothes being well clamped; in,- 
deed, you might as well have been 
getting the engine ready in the open 
for all the protection the roof gave 
for excluding the rain. The continu-
ous delay of the Department in re-
spect to re-roofing the shed makes' 
it appear very forciblÿ that the De-
partment has little compunction in 
sustaining its share of responsibility 

• in the matter of the health of its 
employees as sounded recently in a 
slogan from the Department on the 
front page of Weekly Notice No. 36., 
There being no questions to the 
chair, the meeting closed at 6.45.- 
G. BARNES. 

CENTRAL. — Report of B,ranch 
meeting held on 10th September, 
1922. As Mr. Pout was on annual 
leave, Mr. Gault was elected to the 
chair. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and confirmed.' 

Correspondence from Messrs. J. 
O. Pearce, W. Crebbin, and J. G 
Foster was sent to Executive. Same 
from Mr. J. R. Birkett was sent also 
dn. Mr. Birkett succeeded Mr.,-
Quinn as President in the clays that 
followed the strike. All members 
will wish him well, and trust he 
may live long to enjoy, a well-earned 
-rest. Same from Messrs. J. Till and 
H. Megson, also sent on to Execu-
tive. iSome of the cases coming 
under 	our notice may even- 
tually have to be taken to the 
Chairman of Commissioners. to see 
where he stands on them. 	The 
.meeting yesterday was of opinion, 
that the face value of "Help us to 
help you" is about equivalent to the 
German mark. The Commissioners' 
and C.M.E. mean well, but cannot 
possibly be expected to know all 
that is going on. At North Mel-
bourne to-day • things were never 
worse. 	It is a veritable reign of 
terror. All hands are scared, and 
while this state exists the best 

• will not be got out of the men. Any 
reasonable man realises that things 
should work like a machine, but it 
should be a well-oiled machine. 

From Executive re signing on and 
off circular, The News Letter was 
read, also circular re seniority. A 
resolution was carried unanimously 
congratulating the General Officers 
and Executive for the manner in 
which the electric running had been 
handled. The "flexibility" men will 
be stationed at North Melbourne, 
and will work alternately on. the 
steam and electric running. The 

• half yearly return was presented, 
and a list of members owing more 
than £1 was sent to the Executive. 
There will be twelve delegates to 
the Grand Council, and for the fut-
ure an attendance book will be 
kept of the delegates attending the 
Branch meetings. The Secretary re-
ported re items dealt with at the 

Branch Conference. The Executive 
is to be asked to deal with the 
docket question. The agenda paper 
was dealt with. Votes of condo', 
once and sympathy were directed 
to be forwarded to the relatives of 
our late Comrades, Joe Kennedy and 
Frank Dilena, both tragic deaths, 
and both "white men". 

They are indeed a loss not only 
to those directly connected with 
them, but to mankind generally. 

Several items were dealt with un-
der general business, and the meet-
ing closed at 5.40.—H. J. HIGGS. 

DIMBOOLA.—Our quarterly meet-
ing was held on 10/9/22. The Agenda 
Paper for the G.C. was gone through 
and discussed. A resolution was car-
ried commending the Executive for the 
good work done as per News-letter. 
Items were forwarded on to the 
D.R.S.I. for consideration. A most 
enthusiastic public meeting was held 
during the month, to discuss a pure 
water scheme for the householders of 
our town; this is a matter which has 
the whole-hearted support of every 
engineman, not because wetare all fol-
lowers of the renowned Pussyfoot 
Johnson; but because of the fact that 
our supply of water ' for Locomotive 
use comes from the Wimmera River, 
which evidently gathers up sewage 
and organic substances, and during 
dry seasons mineral salts abound so 
much so that when vjves go to give 
the Balms their weekly close of oil, the 
little Blue bottle is mis=ting ? How-
ever, a very strong and representa-
tive depatation will wait on the Powers 
that be during Show Week. It is sin-
cerely hoped that their efforts will be 
successful. We are again very slack. 
Mr. Doull was here on Thursday, and 
a notice was posted on the Running 
Sheet asking for - Drivers Kane and 
Humphries to apply for a transfer to 
North Melbourne, and Driver De 
Arengo to Benligo. On Friday there 
wsa one driver booked Cleaning, lw 
on account of one man going oft' sick, 
the situation was. saved. Its pretty 
sick right enough.—A.F. 

KORRUMBURRA—The News-letter 
and consideration of the Agencia Paper 
occupied most cf the sitting at this 
month's meeting. Apparently the 
Conference this year will have some 
highly controversial questions to 
decide, on matters cf considerable im-
port to members, as well as the hardy 
old annuals, which are invariably dealt 
with en bloc. One nevi - memtber was 
nominated, who has been a member 
of the A.R.U. for some years. Mr. 
Dickenson, of the C.M.E's. Office, 

•visited the Depot recently. accompa-
nied by Mr. Eider, D.R.S.I., and the 
opportunity was availed of to present 
some items of local interest, long out-
standing. Tne question of the quality 
of coal supplied to important trains 
was dealt with, and, as a result, we 

are encouraged in the belief that some 
relief may be expected in the matter. 
The Powlett coal loaded on hunkers 
since the coal viewers were cut out at 
State Mine, entails the maximum of 
labor to produce a minimum in ther-
mal units. Its calorific value is a 
negligible quantity, but distributed 
over the vegetable garden, six inches 
thick, I am convinced Powlett coal 
would grow excellent onions. Change-
over kits on the Melbourne-Korun,-
burra passenger running, similar  to 
that on the Warragul, will also be 
given a trial. Changing over a mis-
cellaneous assortment of ironmongery 
and tinware, from one engine to ano-
ther, in a tearing hurry, is an evil, the 
abolition of which, no engineman 
would regret. The success of the sys-
tem of using special kits on these 
change-overs, rests with the men cell-
cerned, and it is to be hoped that this 
fact will be borne in mind. The class-
room portable, granted us six months 
ago, and partially erected three 
months later, is still in an uncomplet-
ed state. Meantime, the class session 
is nearing termination. Possibl ✓ our 
grandchildren may be able to use it, 
tut there is a strong element of doubt. 
There is one thing that constantly 
commends itself toogenegal notice, and 
that is the clean and neat appearance 
of the Loeo. Shed, Offices and Store, 
end their immediate environment. If 
cleanliness is next to Godliness, the 
local  staff are assured of a quick pas-
sage through the pearly gates. The 
general result speaks volumes for the 
tactful manager,ent of the Officer-in-
Charge, when he can prevail upon a 
body of enginemen to take a pride in 
such matters.—LEO. DATSON. 

MAIiYBOROUGH.—Report of the 
monthly meeting held in the Work= 
ers .Hall on Sunday. President Mr. 
A. McVeigh in the chair. Minutes of 
previous meeting were read and con- 
fumed. Correspondence dealt with. 
Report of recent deputations to the 
D.R.S.I. and Depot Foreman were 
thoroughly explained by the Secre-
tary and the President. More griev-
ances were brought up and listed 
for deputations. Agenda paper was 
gone -  through, and delegates were 
instructed on most items. Altera-
tions to rules and constitution took 
up considerable time. Things are 
very _slack at present. Two drivers¡ 
on every train; numerous transfers , 

 taking place; junior cleaners being 
transferred up north; some into the 
transportation branch.. All because 
only three hours per clay is allowed 
on engines. As soon as traffic gets 
busy again, these men will again be 
reinstated in their proper position 
and again, when things get slack, a 
repetition of transfers will again 
take place; so the outlook is not 

• much for the junior firemen er clean- 
ers. The meeting closed at about 6 
p.m.--R. CORNAL1 



STOP ! 	LOOK ! ! LISTEN ! ! ! 

Are You About to be Made 
Permanent  

Railway Employees ?  
the Lift Insurance Company  

of Australia Limited.  
Che "  

Gives Greater Benefits in Its  

" Special Railway  
Employees' Policy."  

Than can be obtained elsewhere 

STOP ! 

LOOK! what you receive all in one 
Policy for the cheapest premium on 
the market.  

LISTEN ! 

Sum Assured payable with profits 
at age 60 or at previous death,, 

The full sum assured is payable 
in event of the Life Assured be-
coming permanently disabled by 
Accident, by the loss Within 30 
days of the Accident of ,twd 
limbs or two eyes, or one limb 
and one eye.  

In the event of the loss within 
30 days of the accident of one 
limb or one eye, the L.C.A. will 
immediately pay one-half of the 
Sum Assured. 

(4) Payment of accident benefits, as 
above, would not affect the Pol-
icy as regards the payment in 
full of the sum assured at age 
60 or at previous death, WITH 
FULL PROFITS. 

IN ADDITION, the fees usually 
paid for Hospital Treatment, not 
exceeding £1 per week, and not  
exceeding in all one-tenth of the 
Sum Assured, will be defrayed 
by the Company in any case 
(approved by the Company's 
Medical Officer) of a Policy-hol-
der seeking and receiving treat-
ment in any Public Hospital in 
Australia (except those reserved 
for Consumptives or the Insane). 

WE GIVE YOU MORE Si 

CHARGE LESS FOR IT. 

CHAS. G. WATSON, Gen. Manager. 

E. HENDERSON, Chief Field Insp'r. 

A. AUBREY, Secretary. 

Head Office: 56 Queen St., }}Leib. 

(5)  

(1)  

(2)  

(3)  
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SEYMOUR.—The monthly meeting 
of the Branch was held in the Federal 
Hall Lodge Room on the 10th inst.; 
P.r. H. Green occupied the chair to a 
fair attendance of members. Work 
at this depot has started to improve, 
the wool and lamb season promises to 
l 'e a record and will keep all the men 
Lolly employed for some time to come. 
The laeest injustice to enginemen is  
the cutting out of relief crews. When 
It is found that a relief crew would 
rot gee 8 hturs in completing a relief, 
Lnd the train crew would only work 
into 11 hours, no relief is to be sent. 
This makes some of the jobs here very 
heavy, especially the Echuca and  To-
etìmwal runs. Now that the warm 
\Veather is approaching, this will be 
l'ery strenuous on.a crew, considering 
'hat the temperature in these parts is 
,eidom below 108 and 110 in the shade. 
This, combined with knocking out 
hea vy clinkered fires, due to inferior 
State mine coal, and a mileage of 
about 160 miles, is not a fair thin , 
1  Would like to remind all members 
that .the quarterly contributions are 
new due, and seeing that this Branch 
wined the 100% last year, it is de- 
`lrable that we do the same this ;;ear. 
There is still plenty of room fcr im-
k'ovement in the quality of c: al sup-
Wed to this depot. All the C Class 
engines appear to be running to Sey- 
fiour at the present time. Every train 
to and from Melbourne has one of 
them cal it. Our busiest nights are 
londay and Tuesday. and before this 
lass of engine was running here, 11 
`'nd 12 bankers to Wallan were oriel,- 
eM_ on these nights, but now, after 
these engines have }leer, sgppl;ed with 
a load, one Banker islall that is gener-
a'ly required.—J. C. MA NG AN. 

TRÀRALGON—The quarterly meet- in g of Traralgon Branch was held on 
September 10; Mr. A. C. Lewis oc- 
cu pied the chair. A fair number of 
^'•mbers present. Correspondence in- 
el 

°
uded letter from O. Thomas, thank- 

Executive for successful termina- 
pn of claim for accident pay. From 

J, Thorne, expressing appreciation 
Executive's action in obta ,  “r:<g re-- 

fund of freight paid. From W. West, 

t °n for uGippsland South seat,b ta ting 
ui  s views on questions of interest to 
railwaymen submitted to him by 
„Tench. Grand. Council Agenda Paper 
w ine in for a great deal of di?cussion, 

t°nnicler 
the items 

  ext 
	being 

	Sec ret 
l"1'y reported on progress of items in 

tl'es items are now 
Supt. 

 eing finalised, 

ftlie satisfactorily, some otherwise. t raffia is falling off in this district, 

Sh
at, combined with the fact that the 

etidays are almost worked off, pre- 

k tr  junior  drivers 
 cheerful  

the 	 firemen— 
• P. SULLIVAN. 

ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE 
FOR 1923. 

Members are reminded that their 

ballot cards must be returned to their 

Branch Secretaries in time for them 
to be forwarded to the Returning 
Officer, Loco. Hall, Victoria Street, 
North Melbourne, not later than 
Tuesday, 7th November. 

Owing to pressure, on space sever 
ral items of interest, Question Box 

column, a number of letters of 

thanks, and Railway Institute's act- 

tivities have had to be held over 
till next issue. 

Editor "Footplate," 
Loco. Hall, 

North Melbourne. 
Dear Comrade, 

I wish to extend my thanks and ap-
preciation to the Union and its officers 
for the success that attended their ef-
forts in obtaining for me a consider-
able sum of expenses which accumu-
lated whilst I 'was relieving at various 
places. 

Yours fraternally, 
CHAS. J. FRANKLIN. 

Loco., Colad, 
 August 25/8/22. 

To General Secretary,  
Mr. Drakeford. 

Sir,—I wish to tender my sincere 
thanks to you and the staff of our  
Association for the able manner in 
which they fought my case, re trans-
fer away from Colac. Wishing our 
Union every success.  

I am, 
yours faithfully, 

FIREMAN A. E. DIXON,, 
Colac. 

"Alloa," 
Bear St., 
Mordialloc, 

8/9/22.  
The Secretary and Officers, 

A.F.U.L.E.  
Dear Comrades, 

Allow me to lender my sincerest 
thanks to ycu all for the good work 
you have done in regard to the pro-
rosed transfer of Motorman Egan 
and myself from here to Frankston, 
which had it been carried ou: would 
have been very unjust to us both..  

Once again thanking you, Sirs, 
Believe me, 

Yours fraternally, 
F. G. HACKWELL, 

Motorman. 

THANKS. 

7 Pratt St., 
Monee Ponds, 

28/8/22.  



The Commissioner writes : "In vie ' 

of the fact that members of the Traf  
fie and Locomotive Running Bran°  
are debarred from using passes of  
Public Holidays, up to ten passes i•a' 
be issued for each train to membe 
of these sections." 

Cases repeatedly occur where on 
member of the staff repeatedly report 
others. Might the "Footplate" offe 
the suggestion that the interventio 
of the Executive should be sough  
where one member has complain 
against another. Your Executive d e  
sires to see the best of feeling exie 
between all employees and all section' 
and reports forwarded them will be 
treated on their merits and if nece`r 
sary Departmental assistance souglii 
for as an Executive they have the mn, 
tual welfare of the service and men 
heart, and want to see one and a , 

playing the game to their workmate' 
and the Department. 

Complaints have been received  re 
garding the lack of attention and e el:  
operation in the L'ton shunting yari 
and members are advised tc at e l  

time assist in co-operating with then 
workmates who have expressed desired 
to reciprocate. The "Footplate" won,l, 
regret to know that any apathy exi 5'  
among its members, but if such doe,' 
exist, it has got to be cut out, fo j 

 the action of any individual so incline 
 but lowers the high standard that yoot 

 Organisation looks to its members 
establish. 

Report and Balance Sheet of the 
 Traffic Association is to hand by for 

courtesy of Secretary Dewett, and tb; 
"Footplate" would take opportune, 
to congratulate members of that U..t 
ganisation on the position such repo' 
discloses.  

Simultaneously would be welcom e 
 the event of the Station Masters Ut 

 

ganisation into the Industrial areas' 
fer there is much to be done and one' 

t¡ 
 e 

e 

■ r  ^^. 
tr)  

I}l, 
;11,  

Ya 
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rI`ASIVIANIAN DIVISION  STOREMAN AT ROUNDHOUSE 
LAUNCESTON. 

    

3IANAGERIAL NOTES.  

All communications to be ad•'  
dressed to the "Manager," care of  

Assistant  or  Divisional Secretary;  
A.F.U.L.E., Tasmanian Government  
Railways, Launceston. Correspona  
dents must attach their name and  

address, not necessarily for public  
cation.  
Literary contributions to be in the  

hands of the above not later than  
the first Saturday in each month. The  
Manager shall decline to forward for  
publication any article that in his  
judgment will prove detrimental to  
the interests of the Federation or  

respective Divisions.  

MONTH BY MONTH.  

GUARANTEE TIME.  
Deputation to the Hon. the Minis-

ter for Railways was received on the  
30th of August, whereat your repre-
sentatives placed your direct views and  

associated views concerning the threat  

or decision of the Commissioners—To  
do away with guarantee of payment if  
penalty rate recommendation was  
granted by the Railway Classification  
Board. In reply the Minister stated  
"If the Commissioner for Railways  
had. full call on the men's time he  
could see no reason why the Commis-
sioner should not guaranteed full pay-
ment. We could rest assured of the  

full consideration of the Cabinet to the  
matter, and in due course he would  
communicate further in the course of  
a fortnight's time.  

Since then a fortnight had passed,  
and no reply to hand, in consequence  
further letter has been forwarded the  

Minister to which your Executive are  
confident of receiving satisfactory re-
ply prior to this appearing in print.  

CLASSIFICATION.  

Further cases of departure from  
Classification during the past month,  
which have, and are being adjusted as  

result of Organisation intervention.  
Such procedure that brings into being  
these complaints to the department,  
would appear to be actuated only by a  
desire to pinprick members, or a care-
less regard of the observance of  
Honorable agreements ,for the results  

of non-observance of the Classification  
are of only twopence-halfpenny bene-
fit to the Department, if any.  

During the month, Company men  
were permitted to run a train over  

Government lines and in reply to pro-
test. The Department (S.L.R.) advises  

"I do not condone, neither do I agree  

with the practice of other than my own  
staff working trains over Government 
lines, and etc.  

HOURS 8 ETC.  

The S.L.R. advises that amendments  
are to be made in timetables and me-
thod of working Goods Train which  
will reduce hours of members to rea-
sonable limits, and your Executive are  
now awaiting the Department's pro-
posals in concrete form prior to offer-
ing comment. 

The Commissioner advises the prin-
ciple of working Western line cannot 
be amended. The S.L.R. advises a  
reasonable proposition has been dis-
covered. Where are we ?  

We await with interest the Supt. of  
Loco. Running's proposals which are  
expected during the coming week, and  
if such are not satisfactory, i.e., mutu-
ally reasonable, further action will  
have to be taken.  

CONARA QUARTERS.  

Extract from reply from S.L.R., re  

Conara Quarters :- 
"You should appreciate that your 

requests are not the only matters that 
have to receive attention." 

It is well for members to know this 
matter has been promised attention 
by the Department for 12 month past, 
and now complain that the Organisa-
tion are rushing matters. If the De-
partment were sincere in their regard 
for employees health, the Commis-
sioner could have given justice 5 
minutes less than 12 months ago, and 
the S.L.R. writes of patching up a 
condemned and  damp building for his 
men to live in. 

A TRIBUTE TO THE " GOD OF 
DARKNESS"—"THE NORTHERN  

ROSTER." 

Enginemen hope that an occasional 
ray of sunshine will be visible in the 
new roster being drafted in consequ-
ence of Organisation representations. 

WEST COAST ALLOWANCE. 

Reply from the Hon. the Minis-
ter states : " The question can be 
considered at the next meeting of 
the Board." Y'aur Organisation 
reply is : Will he be pleased to 
recommend the restoration of the Al-
lowance pending the Board sitting ? 
Will the Board be called together in 
accord with the Board rules ? Will 
the Board recommendations be made 
operative from July last. Any ad-
0 , tional expenses have been caused by  
the contradictory action of the Com-
missioner for Railways. 

The S.L.R. over date of Sept. 17th 
writes :—"Previous to making any a 
pointment a circular will be issued 
all employees of the running Branc 
including ex-enginemen giving detail 
of duties to be carried out by the stor 
man and calling applications for tl:  
position. 

RENTS. 

Members in country depots are has' 
ing another taste of inequitable treat 
ment and economics by rents bein 
raised in some cases up to 100( 
(makes the private rent-racker loo 
silly, doesn't it). The question is s 
present being dealt with by the Ex 
cutive. 

PASSES ON SUNDAY TRAINS-- 
 WESTERN LINE.  
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unity of thought and action can  
achieve the results that employees 

 

reasonably expect from their employer.  

OFFICERS OF THE  TASMANIAN  

DIVISION A.F.U.L.E., 1922-23.  

—o— 
Mr. A. E. Smith, the C.M.E., in  

following the Chief Commissioner,  
in replying to the toast of the Rail-
way, of Australia, displayt d( a sense  
of humour. which was appreciated  by the audience.  

The President, Mr. W. T.  Clark, 
 a late t, tart of forty minute.  

and some long verbal trips between  
terminals, succeeded in getting to  
the end of the programme on good  
time, and in a style which did  
credit to his enginemantship.  

Another step into developing the  
A.F.U.L.E. into a nation-wide un-
ion was taken at the Federal Con-
ference this year, when it was de-
cided to grant the app;icatton made  
for admission by the Locomotive  
Enginemen of the Commonwealth  
Government Railway, to member-
ship.  

"S.L.R. WILL NOT . HAVE MEN  
WORKING MORE THAN 12  
HOURS PER DAY."  

•nrely this. will be glad news for  
fl embers of the S.L.R.:s. statements  
to deputations are reliable.  

the It Classification.— Why .are men
continually kept waiting for Weeks  
the Department's pleasure to place  
them for examination to give. them  
opportunity to seems, classification 

 

rights ?) 

S.L.R.: "Wei new syste n of work-
tug is a mutual advantage." ( Will 
embers please advise their Execu-
tive what •advantage they have re-
e•ived, also what disadvantages and cruelties.) 

BRAIN WAVES. 

Will rné:nbers with 'Brain Waves" a
"t loyally to their mates ? It is 

t°ad` for.ng i 
 nottt' tolerated, and  while i» deeire to be fair to all, your 

hx ecutíve will be kept in the dark 
8ó the Department supplied with 

tit' own selfish viewpoint.  

SPARKS  

The final tussle was  with 
team from tlte, Metropolitan Fire  Brigade, but the Firemen did not  out" 

 sion. The  cartoon by o  "Wells" i  
the "Herald" on the evening follow-
ing this match was an excellent ex-
ample of black and white art embell-  
ished with humor, and hit off the  chief characteri9tics of the game in  
a way that could be appreciated by  the enthusiasts on both sides.  

Federal elections before the New  Year. Your rights as citizens are in jeöpardy if the. Hughes Govern-
ment is returned to power. Get  
ready and fight for your citizen  rights. 	. 

—o— 

If you want to find yourself on  
a lower plane of citizenship than  
your friend who is n of a railwa.yman  
just allow yourself to be soothed  into political sleep by the man who  
is always saying in a dreary, mono-
tone: There is no use in doing any- 
thing but wait for the industrial  millenium.  

Several recent fatal accident ,., to  
our ' members whilst carrying out  
their duties, have 'brought home  
with renewed force the hazards of  

—o— 
"Jack' Valentine, General Secre-

tary of the Queensland Division,  
who was one of the artists! at the  
Federal Smoke Social, is an amateur  baritone siniger of high repute,  
having won the highest honors in 
his State Competittens. His sing-
ing was much enjoyed.  

Mr. E. J. - -o Corr and • Mr. Morris  Blackburn, both ofwhom have '  
taken an active ]1tart in smoothing 
out the legal difficulties pertaining  to the registration of Federal of 

 

ganisations of State employees, wee e 
 present at the • Compliment 

 

Smoke Social to the Federal D e  gates on Saturday, the 30th Sept. 
 

President—Mr. E. C. Hayes.  
Vice-President—Mr. H. S, Blackburn.  
Div. Secretary-E. M. Cunningham.  
Trustees—Messrs W. Wise, W. T.  

Jones and M. Monkhouse.  
Treasurer—J.. H, Morgan.  
Executive Officers-Messrs J. Jones, G.  

Mitchell, H. Edwards, W. Meikle, R.  
Wright.  

Central Branch * Sécretary—H. C. Bar-
nard.  

Southern Branch Secretary—J. W.  
Kearney.  

Devonport Branch Secretary—W. By-
non.  

Auditors—Messrs M. Wise and A.  
Towell.  

Returning Officer—E. C.  Hayes.  
Assistant Secretary—J :  M. Wallace.  
Southern Branch Chairman—W. Mutt- 

da 
Devonport Branch Chairman — C.  

Hughes.  
Out-Station Representatives—Mess  

H. Price. C. Martin, R. Goninon,  r.. 
Roberts.  
(Wynyard Branc'r. Officers yet to  

be elected).  
The Victorian Railways Football  

Club pulled off the Victorian Wed-
nesday Football League's premier-
ship and the Nash Shield for 1922,  
much to the satisfaction of a large-
number of enthusiastic followers and  supporters in the Loco.  

The start of the Smoke Social was  
delayed on Sept. :30th, not by the  
"unreliable" railway service, but by  
a stoppage of the "cable trams"  
causing the late arrival of the Fed- 
eral delegates., who wee the guests  of honor.  

an engit>leman's calling. It. has al-
ways been hazardous, and the ad-
vent of electric traction has in-
crea ed rather than lessened its  risks.  

The 	
—o— 

votes 	the 
	t would be deprived of ^their rights  

)y the "exclusion" proposal of th e 
Hughes Government, which is the  
mouthpiece of the allegedly Libe-
ral, and misnamed National State  
Governments, can sway the next 
elections if an organised vote is  
recorded. There is ample time to  
organise if the campaign is started  now.  

—o--  your 
 

Lei 
heard in the effort to 

and 
	that  Australian people want equal rights  for all citizens.  

The Board of Discipline Bill put  before Parliament by the Lawson  
Government, Section. 5 (a) laid it  down— 

`That the Chairman of the  
"Board shall be a person recom-
"mended by the .Commissioners!,  "and appointed by the Governpr-
"in-Council.'' 
If this is a fair indication of the  

Lawson Government's idea of an in-
dependent and impartial Chairman,  then it is apparent it has slipped  
back since the Railways Classifica-
tion Board was created.  

A l the Smoke 	of the Vic- torian Division ort the 14th October  
Mr. J. Gault was made the reci-
pient of a handsome framed Past  President's Certificate, surrounded  
by the photographs of his colleagues'  in the Executive.  

Comrade Maurice uinn was also 
honored by the members through-
out the Division by a presentation  on the same evening.  

His great record of service after  the strike in 1903, though not well  known to the younger generation,  
will not soon be forgotten by a  large number of members who join- 
ed in the process of re-building  the Union.  
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A.F.U.L.E. Federal Conference 
An Australian Policy. 

The Australian Federated Union of 
Locomotive Enginemen held its annual 
Conference for 1922 at the Loco. Hall, 
Victoria St., North Melbourne, and af-
ter six days of sitting, it concluded 
on Wednesday, 3rd October. 

The Conference was presided over 
by Mr. J. Gault (Federal President), 
the delegates being: Queenslanü, 
Messrs J. Vallentine and J. Sul-
livan • Victoria, Mr. W. T. Clarke 
and Mr. S. Samscn ; New South 
Wales : Messrs C. Robertson and 
G. Crossman ; Tasmania : Mr. E. 
C. Hays ; South Australia : Mr. 
H. J. George ; and West Austra-
lia: Mr. F. Membrey; and Mr., A. S. 
Drakeford, General Secretary. 

This was the 22nd Federal Con-
ference of Locomotive Enginemen, 
they having federated in 1900. 

The Union obtained registration 
as a Federal Organisation as a re-
sult of the High Court's decision 
in 1920, which laid it down that em-
ployees of the State and State in-
strumentalities had the right of ac-
cess to the Australian Court, and its 
title, was altered from "The Fede-
rated 'Locomotive Enginedrivers and 
Firemen's Association" to the "Aus-
tralian Federated Union of Locomo-
tive Enginemen.," when it adopted a 
new constitution and rules to comply 
with the Federal Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, and its member-
ship covers every State in Australia 
and the Commonwealth Government 
Railways. 

It is the ambition of the Union to 
have within its ranks every Locomo-
tive Engineman in. the Common-
wealth, and its policy is to develop 
a nation-wide organisation, similar 
to that in operation in Great Britain, 
and to extend it to inter-nationwide, 
es is done by the Railroad Brother-
hoods in America, which operate in 
U.S.A. and Canada, by ultimately 
embracing New Zealand, and, if pos-
sible, affiliating with the organisa-
tions of Locomotive running men in 
other parts of the world. 

It has within its ranks a very 
high percentage of men who have 
seen active service, and is anx-
ious that some endeavor should be 
made - -by the organisations of Trans-
port Workers throughout the world 
to prevent the means of transport 
being used to carry human beings 
to the fields of any wars which are 
decided upon without the interven-
tion of the League of Nations, an d . 
without the sanction of the people of 
the nations concerned. 

With a membership of 10,000 
throughout the length and breadth 
of Australia, it intends to fight the 
proposals of the Hughes Government 
'to bring down legislation to exclude 
Railway employees and the employ- 

CC; of State instrumentalities, from 
Federal jurisdiction, and . will join 
bands with other organisations of 
workers who will be affected by 
such proposals, such as the Muni-
cipal Employees, Tramway and Pub-
lic Service Employees, Haber Trust 
and Water Commission, Board of 
Works Employees, and the Austra-
lian Railways Union in a campaign 
to fight the election of every candi- 
idate who endorses the "exclusion" 
proposals of the Hughes Govern-
ment, which are backed by the State 
Governments. 

"Equal rights for all Australian 
citizens' is its slogan, and it will 
be satisfied with nothing less. A 
combination of votes can be secured 
on this question, which should have 
tthe effect of demonstrating that no 
interference with the rights of Aus-
tralian citizens by any Government 
will be tolerated. 

The Union believes that a policy 
of political and industrial action;, 
working hand in hand, wisely con-
ducted and applied, brings the best 
results in advancing the interests et 
the workers and all classes of the 
community, and advocates the ap-
plication of a policy of constructive 
Unionism, similar to that now being 
developed in America, where the 
Locomotive Brotherhoods run their 
own insurance and  pension  schemes, 
co-operative b anks, and manufacture 
of wearing apparel, the material for 
which is supplied direct to the fac-
tories by the farming community 
without the profiteering intervention 
of the middlemen. The development 
of co-operative enterprises is also 
on its programme. 

The Victorian Division of the A.F. 
U.L.E. owns its own premises, the 
Loco. Hall, Victoria Street, North 
Melbourne, which are the head-quar-
ters of the Federal Union and  the 
Victorian Branch, and  uses it for the 
purpose of propaganda  in the inter- 
ests of the workers whenever the 
opportunity offers. 

The Conference dealt with a plan 
of operations for the extension of the 
activities which will be considered 
by the Divisions, and if approved of, 
put into operation amongst which is 
the proposal to adopt a common log 
to be fought for throughout .Austra-
lia in all negotiations with employ-
ers, with the object of establishing 
standard wages and working ' condi-
tions throughout Australia. 

The Locomotive Enginemen desire 
the appointment of a Board similar 
to the British Board of Trade, which. 
will have authority to compel both 
the ' Commissioners and the employ-
ees to conform to its rules) and 
regulations for the safety of the pub-
lic and themselves: 

The following are some of the 
resolutions carried . by Conference: 

That., this Conference of the Fede-
rated Union of Locomotive :Engine-  

men extends heartiest greetings. to 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive En-
gineers, the Brotherhood of Locomo-
tive Enginemen and Firemen of U.S. 
A. and Canada, and the Associated 
Society of Locomotive Enginemen. 
and Firemen of Great Britain, and 
expresses its appreciation of the 
splendid fight put up by those or-
ganisations on behalf of our com-
rades overseas, and congratulates 
them upon the success which has  at-
tended their efforts in- 

1. Improving the rates of pay 
and conditions of work. 

2. Securing proper recognition 
and respect for our calling. 
3. Maintaining the margins of pay-
ment for the skill, hazards, and 

responsibility of our work. 
And further, expresses the wish 
that they will endeavor to send rep-
resentatives of their great organi-
sation to visit Australia with a 
view to the encouragement and de- 
velopment of the A.F.U.L.E. into a 
nation wide organisation, with a 
policy of constructive unionism simi-
lar to that which has won success 
in the countries where it is already 
being applied. 

"That this Conference, after giving 
consideration to the matter of closer 
organisation, declares its conviction 
that the nation wide form of Craft 
Organisation, which maintains com-
plete autonomy of control, with pro-
vision for a council of affiliated 
bodies in allied trades and callings 
to deal with matter of common 
concern, as developed by our 'com-
rades of the footplate of U.S',A¿ 
Canada, and Great Britain, is the 
best available for the proper protec-
tion and advancement of the inter-
ests of Locomotive Enginemen, Rail-
waymen, and workers generally. 

That the Divisions be advised 
to encourage the development of 
union activities, apart from the mere 
fixation of wages and regulation of 
working conditions of the members, 
such as co-operation, banking, insur-
ance and manufacture, believing that 
only by such a policy can  the work-
ers acquire the necessary know-
ledge and training that will enable 
them to effectively secure the con-
trol of industry when they have 
learned to use their political strength. 
unitedly .to  take charge 'of the ma-
chinery of government in the inter-. 
est of the people as a whole. 

"That with this end in view the 
Executive secure the latest avail-
able information from the national 
and international unions which are 
demonstrating their success, with a 
view to applying a similar policy 
of constructive unionism in Austra -
lia." . 

"That this, Conference of the 
Australian Federated Union of Loco -
motive Enginemen, the great major -
ity of whose members are employed 
in -Government Railway Service, 
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strongly protests against the pro-
posals contained in the Railways' 
Act Amendment Bill, now before 
the Victorian Parliament., which 
provides for the appointment of a 
Chairman for the Board of Discip-
line recommended by the Railways 
Commissioners, as being contrary to 
the principle of justice, and urges 
upon the Government and members 
of Parliament the necessity for 
amending the Bill and the Act, to 
provide for- 

1. A truly independent chair-
Man, free from and untrammelled 
by recommendation by either the 
Commissioners or the employees. 

2. Equality of representation, 
with provision for the Locomo-
tive Running Section, and such 
other 'sections as desire it, to be 
represented on the Board when 
cases arising from their sections 
are being considered, as is done 
in the other States of the Com-
monwealth. 	 - 

"That this Conference of the Aus-
tralian Union of Locomotive Engine-
men urges on the Government of 
Australia the necessity for provid-
ing better facilities for the  primary 
producers in the outlying parts of 
the country, in getting their pro-
ducts to markets als a vital prin-
ciple to the progress of the Com-
monwealth." 
S  

"That this Conference urges the 
Government of  Australia to imme-
diately enact the necessary legis-
lation to give effect to the industrial 
policy adopted by the League of Na-
tions, to which the Government was 
a contracting party." 

"That this Union favors the set-
tlement of  disputes by Concilias 
tion and Arbitration, and strongly 
resents the movement to abolisei 
arbitration, and particularly the 
proposal to exclude employees in 

 State instrumentalities." 

"That this Conference, represen-
tative of the Locomotive Enginemen 
of Australia, into whose hands the 
lives and  safe keeping of a majority 
of its citizens are daily entrusted, 
recognises that the safe and efficient 
transport of the people is an'essen-
tial condition for the proper develop-
nent and welfare of the (counlfry, and 
believes that every possible care 
should be , taken to safeguard its, 
rail transport from accident, directs 

1. That the Executive be in-
_ structed to take steps, to bring 
about 'the creation of a Board of 
Trade for Australia, similar • to 
that in operation in Great Brit-
ain, • invested with authority to 
see that regulations are estab-
lished and conformed to by the 
management of the railways, 
which will efficiently protect the 
public and the employees. 

2. That every effort. ;  be - made  

to secure representation on the 
Board when it is created. 

S. That a copy of the resolu-
tion be forwarded to the Prime 
Minister, with a request that the 
Government bring down legisla- 
tive measures to establish an Aus- 
tralian Board of Trade. 

"That the A.F.U.L.E., while anx-
ious to support the efforts: of the 
management to obtain a greater 
state of that efficiency and clean-
liness, which means better service 
for the railways and to the public 
of Australia, deplores the policy now 
being applied to the locomotive run-
ning branches in several States, in 
reducing and limiting the amount 
of time allowed for cleaning of loco-
motives, as being contrary to their 
avowed policy, inasmuch as the 
state of the engines makes? it diffi-
cult to thoroughly examine the 
working parts, engenders a feeling 
of repugnance for the calling in 
enginemen, and deprives the fut-
!ure drivers And Firemen of their pro-
per training ground, which, if con-
tinued, must eventually result in 
seriously impairing the efficiency of 
the service rendered by the engine-
men, and that this Conference di-
rects the Divisions to use every 
effort to have the amount of time 
allowed for cleaning increased and 
guaranteed employment to be est-
ablished to all persons Pmrlayed as 
locomotive enginemen " 

THE HUGHES GOVERNMENT AND 

"EXCLUSION." 
BENDIGO MEMBERS READY TO 

FIGHT FOR FEDERAL, RIGHTS. 
--o— 

At a special meeting of the Ben-
digo Branch, held on Sunday, 27th 
August, at which a large attendance 
of members was presided over by 
Branch Chairman W. P. Furlong, 
the following resolution was carried 
unanimously:— 

"That this meeting of members 
"of the. A.F.U.L.E. strongly re-
"seas the proposed action of the 
"Hughes Government to bring in 
"legislation to exclude railway em-
ployees and employees of State 

"instrumentalities from the right 
"of access to the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court and calla upon the 

"Executive to assist in  the organ-
isation of a campaign in the Ben-

"digo electorate and throughout 
"Australia, to resist any attempt 
"to curtail or infringe upon the 
"rights of citizenship, and pledges 
"itself to do all in its power in 
"co-operation with the organisa-
tions of other persons affected to 

"oppose , -the 'election of W.  M. 
" .Hughes, or any other candidate 
"who stands for the policy of ex-
"elusion of State employees from "Federal jurisdiction,' 

Printed by the Hilton Press, Victoria 
Lane, Melbourne, and Published by 
the Victorian and Tasmanian Divi-
sions of  the Australian Federated 
Union of Locomotive gnginemen. 

EQUAL RIGHTS DEMANDED. 
There need bo no fear as to how 

the Locomotive men in the Bendigo 
electorate will act on the question 
of the fight for the retention of Fed-
eral rights. 

Whether the Nationalist candidate 
be the Prime Minister or some lesser 
light of the Nationalist fold with 
a vision limited by State boundaries, 
he can expect to have the well-or-
ganised strength of all Railwaymen 
arrayed against him on polling day. 

The Government which stands for 
a restriction of the rights of any of 
its citizens because they are State 
servants or employees of some auth-
ority constituted under a State, can-
not claim to be Australian either in 
principle or sentiment and as muni-
cipal employees, public servants and 
employees of public tramways con-
trolled by municipal bodies, or under 
any State instrumentality will be in 
a similar position to Ilailwaymlen 
when the legislation which is propos-
ed by the Nationalist Government 
at the behest of the State Premiers 
is passed by the Commonwealth Par-
liament, there should be a common 
rallying ground which should make 
the prospects of a successful fight 
against the anti-Australian tactics of 
Hughes arid his conservative dicta 
tors brighter than ever before in 
many constituencies. 

AN ORGANISED EFFORT NEEDED. 

only in Be 
	will be needed, 

 wherever there 
is a candidate offering himself who 
stands for restricting the rights of 
any section of the community, be-
cause it might lower the dignity or 
lessen the power of any body of par-
ochial politicians who place the in-
terests of the State ahead of the 
interests of the country as a whole. 

We have certain rights under the 
Commonwealth Constitution which 
were withheld for years owing to the 
judgments of the High Court of Aus-
tralia which have since proved to 
be wrong. They are menaced by a 
class of people who are afraid that 
if we use them with wisdom and 
judgment they might be compelled 
to do us a greater measure of 
justice than we can hope to obtain 
by any action we ,are capable of 
under State restrictions. 

An attempt is being made to take 
away those rights ,and if we do 
not exert our utmost energy and 
sink whatever minor differences ex-
ist to fight a common cause, we 
may find ourselves in a position 
that in our day, in our ,time, will 
be difficult, if not impossible, to 
remedy. 
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STOP ! 	LOOK ! 	LISTEN ! 

The Forces of RE-ACTION are at Work. 

Railwaymen! Get Ready to Resist Reaction 
DO YOU VALUE YOUR RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP ? 

ARE YOU WILLING TO HAVE YOUR RIGHTS CURTAILED ? ? 

ARE YOU RENDERING LESS SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY THAN YOUR 

FELLOW WORKERS ? ? ? 

FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHTS 

Tl 

The forces of "re-action," under the guise of "Nationalism" are organised to deprive you of 
'fit 	 your rights as citizens. You can defeat their purpose by organisation in the next few weeks and 

i I 	 combined action on election day.  

DO YOUR PART 
Join with your fellow Railwaymen, The Tramwaymen, the Municipal and Shire employees, the 

Public Service employees, the workers at the State Coal Mines, the Officers and employees of every 
authority constituted under the State in resisting the forces which seek to place you on a lower 
plane of citizenship. 

USE YOUR COMBINED STRENGTH TO MAINTAIN YOUR RIGHTS. 

WORK AND VOTE AGAINST EVERY . CANDIDATE WHO SEEKS TO DEPRIVE YOU 
OF YOUR RIGHTS AS CITIZENS OF AUSTRALIA. 

MAKE ELECTION DAY YOUR DAY TO STRIKE A BLOW FOR A PRINCIPLE FOR 
WHICH EVERY DEMOCRAT MUST STAND. 

Equal Rights for all Australian Citizens 

Authorised by Arthur S. Drakeford, General Secretary, 

Australian Federated Union of Loco. Enginemen, 

Loco. Hall, Victoria Street, 

North Melbourne. 
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