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Perfect Pictures is  Cleanliness  

Our Programs may be  
equalled but  

Cannot be Beaten  

UNITED WE STAND  
DIVIDED WE FALL  

UNIONISTS, you know what the above 
means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour  .  and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
got, help them to keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia has 
the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to the boys and your 
families to 

Support The Loco.  

PROGRAMME CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY  

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE.  
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MR Jima41W . 
" They are slaves who will not dare 

All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 
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MANAGERIAL NOTES. 
" The Footplate " is published 

monthly. 
All Branch Secreta' ies and Execu-

tive Officers are empowered to act 
as agents for this journal. Hand 
your contributions, name, and address 
to them. We do the rest. 

All matter intended for publication 
to be sent to the Editor, Mr. A. S. 
lrakeford, and should be addressed 
to Editor, "Footplate," Loco. Hall, 
Victoria Street, North Melbourne. 

Phone, Central, 10235. 
Correspondents must attach their 

names and addresses, not necessarily 
for publication. No matter of a per-
sonal character will be published. 

Literary.—To ensure publication, 
contributions must be in not Eater 
than the 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should 'be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers• should see that " The 
Footplate" is sent to their private 
address, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, 
and forward same also to their 
Branch Sedretary. 

EDITORIAL. 
AUSTRALIA FIRST._ 

The task set the delegates to the 
Brisbane Federal Conference was a 
difficult one, and, although the items 
on the Agenda were not numerous, 
there were some problems to face 
which required to be approached 
in a conciliatory spirit, if a success-
ful solution was to be reached. 

The Conference has come and 
gone, and all those who are inter-
ested in the future of Railway 
Unionism in Australia will watch 
with deep interest the result of its 
labors. 

The desire of many of the Divi-
sions that the Federation should be 
reorganised on a basis that would 
give it an Australian outlook, back-
ed with the combined strength and 
energy of the Commonwealth's ten 
thousand Locomotive running men, 
was illustrated by the items set 
down for consideration and decision. 

Information respecting what has 
been achieved in Great Britain and 
America was gathered, and the  

fruits of a broad industrial policy 
for Locomotive men unrestricted 
by Company or State limits, was 
laid before Conference delegates. 

Whatever arguments may be used 
respecting the opportunities created 
by the war cannot in any way re-
duce the magnitude of the progress 
which has been made by our com-
rades of those countries since their 
plan of operation has been developed 
on the basis of standardised rates of 
pay and working conditions for En-
ginemen on all lines and in all terri-
tories, and to argue that the war 
operations gave them the opportun-
ity, and to deduct from that argu-
ment that they would not have 
gained so much otherwise, is to give 
credit to opportunity successfully 
grasped at rather than to the result 
of improved methods of organisation 
and experiences of the past turned 
to good advantage. 

The American Brotherhood gained 
the victory in the fight for an eight-
hour day before that nation entered 
the war, and the British organisation 
gained its working day of eight 
hours after the armistice was signed; 
and while, no doubt, each organi- 
sation gained in a like ratio to other 
bodies of workers as a result of the 
agitation for improved rates of pay, 
while the war was on, improvements 
which were made essential by 
greatly increased living costs, the 
Locomotive men improved their sta-
tus, rates of pay, and working con-
ditions, for which the war opportu-
nity argument does not provide a-
sufficient or satisfactory answer. 

What they suffered from prior to 
the development of their nation-wide 
plan of operation, we in Australia 
are suffering from now. The defects 
of one State are being used as an 
argument against granting improve-
ments to Railway men in another, 
just as the fact that in days hap-
pily gone by the conditions 'Of em-
ployment by a Company powerful 
enough to deny justice to the work-
ers was used as a reason for refus-
ing it to workers in another com-
pany unless they were well enough 
organised to put up a successful 
fight for their rights. 

Progress was made in sections, 
and by a slow process, and if the 
people of Australia have been kept 
in the dark by a press which is 
interested in preventing the light of 
knowledge on industrial matters 
flowing in too freely, then the 
Unions will have to remove the 
smoke screen which clouds their 
vision. 

A step in that direction has been 
taken, and the formation of an Aus-
tralian body is the outcome of the 
work of Conference. 

It is of no use blinking the fact 
that there are difficulties in the way, 
and that them are obstacles to 
overcome. 

The greatest obstacle of all has 
been surmounted by the determina-
tion of the Divisions to launch a 
body in which an Australian spirit  

predominates over any feeling  of 
 State prejudice or jealousy, and 

whatever else stands in the way can 
be swept aside by the members 
supporting the action taken by the 
delegates on their behalf. 

It must be acclaimed a great 
achievement to have accomplished 
without friction the laying down of 
a plan of action and a constitution 
on which a broad policy can he 
based which is acceptable to all, 
whatever their previous opinion and 
attitude may have been. If the 
work of Conference has not gone 
far enough, then the thinking mem-
bers can improve the structure that 
has been laid 'down. The founda-
tions have been laid down upon 
which it is hoped by all those who 
had the honor to participate in the 
process,  will be built an edifice to 
which all Locomotive men may look 
with pride. 

Our brothers of the footplate in 
other lands have shown us the bene-
fits to be derived from constructive 
Unionism. It should be our aim and 
ambition to so shape our policy in 
the future that those who follow 
will be able to say we did not shirk 
our task, and that we were ever 
ready to take our share in the way 
we believed to be right and best for 
the improvement of ourselves, our 
fellow-workers, and the community 
at large. 

The cultivation of a willing spirit, 
the creation oT a broad viewpoint, 
and a co-ordination of effort will as-
suredly result in th'e improvements 
at which we aim. There should not 
be any need to "tell the boys to pull 
together." Let us do it without 
being told, and the work of the 
Brisbane Conference in setting "Aus-
tralia first," must be crowned with 
success. 

Members are reminded that the 
quarter closes on the 15th of the 
month now, instead of the last day, 
and any money remaining unpaid 
then will be shown against them on 
the December half-yearly return. 
Pay up and make the collector's job 
an easy one. 

—o— 
A final reminder. Don't forget 

th e  election on October the 21st. 
Vote Labor wherever there is a 
Labor candidate, and where there 
are more than two in  the field give 
your second preference to the man 
who stands for the fairest deal for 
the workers. 

--o— 
The favorable reports received of 

the excellent prospects of the "good 
oil" being struck at Roma, Queens-
land, is of great interest to Loéo-

motive Enginemen. What a boon oil 
fuel would be to the present-day 
Fireman and to the Australian peo-
ple. With a Labor Government in 
power, and an oil field to be opened 
up, things should boom in the demo-
cratic State in the future. 
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MONTH BY MONTH  

ARBITRATION ASPECTa 
Just before going to press with  

the August issue of " The Foot-
plate " an announcement appeared in  
the daily press that the High Court 
had reversed its previous decision  
respecting the right of persons em- 
ployed by State instrumentalities to 
lave their claims for improved wages 
and working conditions heard and 
dealt with by the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court. A brief reference was 
made to the matter in last issue 
and the time which has since elapesd 
has enabled this important matter 
from the standpoint of railway work-
ers to be viewed in its propêr per-
spective and to receive some share 
of the consideration which it de-
serves.  

The decision has aroused consider-
able interest in Trade Union circles, 
and given much satisfaction to those 
who have looked forward to the pos-
sibility 'of placing before a tribunal 
with power to deal with it a (national 
claim for the Railway men of Aus-
tralia. 

It has Long been the desire of the 
members of this Division to have 
such an opportunity, and the infor-
mation which has been received from 
America and Great Britain respect-
ing the advances made by our com-
rades in those countries since their  
claims have been dealt with on a 

national " basis has strengthened 
that desire in a very great. measure. 

It has long been a grievance with 
the unionists of the railway service 
that they had not the same rights 
as other citizens respecting arbitra-
tion as a means of securing indus-
trial justice, and many feel that had 
the opportunity existed for us as for  
other workers, we would not now 
be so far behind our proper position 
respecting the value of reward for 
our services as we are to-day.  

A NATIONAL CLAIM IN VIEW.  
While there may be, and no doubt  

are, many varying opinions upon that  

'Abject: there is no denying the fact  
that we have suffered greatly in the  • 
Past because of the fact that we  
did not have until recently an oppor-
tunity to have our claim reviewed  

by any independent industrial auth-
ority.  

There is also no doubt upon the  
subject that we have suffered as a  
result of the varying claims put for - 

a and and varying decisions obtained  

in the different States and the oppor-
tunity to remedy these defects now  
4Ppears to be within reach.  

There are, however, difficulties in  
the way, which it will require both  

•Patience and forbearance and a con-
ciliatory spirit to enable us to over  

come successfully.  

It was believed by numbers of  
members of our Union in the differ-
ent Divisions that it would require  
a definite plan of propaganda agita-
tion and co-operation on the part of  
Railway Unionists throughout Aus-
tralia covering a period of years be-
fore the way could be opened for  
our claims to be presented and  
fought out on a.  national basis. The 
High Court's decision has removed  
the barrier that existed, and we now  

have thrown open to us the oppor-
tunity which we sought for and for  
which we were prepared to fight.  
The recent Coirference has proved  

beyond doubt that in the majority  
of the States there is a definite de-
sire to have our claims dealt with  
on an Australian basis, and has fur-
ther rroved that in rrd•er to enahlP  
this to lie done, some preconceived 
ideas will have to be cast upon the  
industrial scrap-heap.  

BE READY TO ASSIST.  

Sacrifices of little things which in  
the past have been considered im-
portant mast now be made, and it is  

good to know that everybody is will-
ing to make them wherever they are  
proved necessary. A new constitu-
tion has been framed which will  
meet the requirements of the Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Acts, and  
me .rtbers eve) ywhere should lose no  
time in making themselves familiar  
with the conditions pertaining to  

membership and of getting into line  
with the altered state of affairs.  

It is safe to say that members in  
the Victorian Division who have  
hitherto not taken more than a pass-
ing interest in the affairs of their  
organisation, and some others who  
do take an interest but are willing  

to leave the work of "carrying on  
to the enthusiastic few, are fully  
aware of the need of being ready to  
seize the opportunity when it pre-
sents itself, and that opportunity  
is now here.  

It was decided in Brisbane that  
application for registration should be  
lodged with the registrar of the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court, and  
that decision has been carried out.  
The registered office has been locat-
ed in Melbourne, and the General  
Officers are stationed in Victoria,  
where the preliminary work at least  

will have to be done.  

It will be seen fr,; n the forego-
ing that no time has been wasted,  

and that all reasonable preparations  
have been made to enable us to uti-
lise the new channel of improve-
ment that should in the near future  
be within 'our reach. Future de-
velopments are full of interest to the  
Ei.ginemen of Australia and mem-
bers are advised to keep a watchful  
eye on forthcoming events and be  
ready to assist their officials in  
whatever may be considered neces-
sary in the interests of themselves  

and their organisation.  

THE STATE ELECTIONS.  
The State elections are now defi-

nitely fixed to take place on October  
21st. and while the Labor Party is  
not âole to put forward a candidate  
for every seat, as in Queensland,  
there are thirty-five Labor candi-
dates in the field, whose return  
would give the Party a working  
majority, and the workers of the  
State some hope of a brighter poli-
tical outlook.  

Every vote 'should be polled for  
Labor at the forthcoming elections  

that the Railwaymen can bring to  
the polling booth.  

There is, of course, in many elec-
torates the right of a second prefer-
ence and members will no doubt  
have studied the political .situation  

enough to know who amongst these  
on the Government side were pre-
pared to give them an independent  
tribunal to deal with their wages  
and conditions, and the, second  
choice can be used effectively as a  
means of political discrimination.  

There can, however, be no doubt  

as to the way in which the votes  
of the Railwaymen should he cast,  
and " The Footplate " hopes that  

in spite of the ravings of the CoI-
lins Street critics, the workers will  

show that they are regaining their  

solidarity of purpose and realising  
that the occas ion of obtaining a  
working-class government .  are with-
in their reach. Labor gains in the  
State of Victoria will be but a fore -

taste of what should foltow at the  
net Federal Elections, to which  
those who pin their faith to the  
belief that political and industrial  
action working and in unison will  
do much to improve the condition of  
the workers, look forward with hope  
and expectancy. The chance is here.  

It does not often occur. Railway-
men, make good use of it.  

The payment of an allowance to  
men doing higher grade work, pend-
ing the periodical system of promo-
tion being dealt with by the C.B.,  
is now being given effect to by the  
Commissioners. In several instances  
third-class firemen are to be paid  
an allowance to bring their rate up 
to that of first-class firemen, whilst  

supercleaners are in some cases the  

senior applicants for the second-class  
vacancies. Cleaner Jewell, of Ul-
tima. is the successful applicant for  
the vacancy at that station, and as  
he has been performing the work  
since the vacancy first existed, he is  

to be paid the allowance from Octo-
ber. 1919.  

Driver Fitch, who recently quali-
fied for driver, is the successful  
applicant for second-class 'Vacancy  
at Numurkah, and will be paid an  
allowance to bring his rate up to  
that of second-class driver from the  

day he first starts duty.  
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A RECENT INQUEST. 
The inquest touching the death of 

Guard R. Sutton, which occurred 
at Officer as a result of a collision 
between his own and a following 
train, was opened by Dr. Cole at the 
Morgue on August 11th. Mr. Corr 
represented the enginemen concern-
ed. Mr. Chomley, the officer in 
charge of the station, and Mr. Doug-
las appeared on behalf of Mrs. Sut-
ton. 

Dr. Cole made a very searching 
examination of all the circumstances 
and returned a verdict of death by 
misadventure. The greatest surprise 
to railwaymen present was the Coro-
ner's strictures on Driver C. Rob-
ertson, the driver of the train which . 
Guard Sutton was in charge of when 
the accident occurred. 

A feature of this case which 
should be emphasised was the cur-
ious indifference shown by the train 
crews concerned in getting in touch 
with the officers of the Association 
and placin g the facts before them 
and getting the benefit of the advice 
and experience which is available 
for them. 

It may often happen in a calling 
like ours that an accident or an 
incident quite innocent in itself and 
totally beyond the control of the 
member concerned may, for want 
of a little advice at the outset, not 
only cost the Association a consider-
able amount of money, but the mem-
ber hirnself a good deal of trouble, 
and it should he a question for 
members to decide in ease of such 
neglect involving the individual in 
extra trouble, if funds should be 
spent in rectifying something which 
would not have happened only  ,  by 
the apathy or foolishness of the 
member himself. 

APPEAL CASES. 
Fireman T. Winnell, of Port Mel-

bourne. appealed to the Board of 
Discipline against a fine of 5s. and 
record for refusing to run a Darling 
goods after finishing a suburban shift 
of six hours. The extra work he 
was ordered to perform would have 
entailed a total shift of over eleven 
hours, and not feeling well enough, 
he declined to do it. During the 
hearing the Departmental witnesses 
admitted that this job only ran from 
three to five days a month, and the 
point was stressed that a respon-
sible officer of the Department had 
sworn that no employee need work 
long hours except of his own accord. 
But the officer who prosecuted for 
the Branch stated that fourteen or 
fifteen hours was meant where tha 
latter statement was made, and the 
Board decided against the appeal. 
The statement re the fourteen or 
fifteen hour shift is worth noting by 
members as an indication of the 
state of a responsible officer's mind 
on the subject of what is considered 
long hours. 

Driver A. Lehman, of North Mel-
bourne, appealed agains a fine of 
14s. and record for refusing to go 
out and bank the Fitzroy goods after 

finishing the job he was booked on, 
viz.. the 11.4 Warragul. The De-
partmental representative tendered 
written statements by his two prin-
cipal witnesses, Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Grogan. both of whom were unable 
to be present, but as these state-
ments were objected to by the As-
sociation representative, they were 
disallowed as evidence. After a long 
hearing and an adjournment to se-
cure more Departmental witnesses, 
the furie was remitted and the record 
allowed to stand. During the hear-
ing the Department, through its 
witnesses, claimed that an employee 
had no right to a day off although 
it was• shown on the roster he was 
running—a state of affffairs which, 
let us hope will only last until the 
Classification Board has given its 
verdict. 

An appeal was heard at Ballarat 
on August 19th, on behalf of Driver 
Hogan and Guard Long, re a charge 
of passing a signal at danger on the 
Buninyong line. Driver Hogan had 
been fined £5, Guard Long £3, and 
Super -shunter Potter £3. At the 
hearing the signalman (who had 
been only two days in the box 
when the affair occurred) under 
cross-examination contradicted him-
self. On the contrary, Guard, Fire-
man and Shunter gave an admirably 
clear account of  their side of the 
case; but, after a lengthy retirement, 
the Board dismissed both appeals. 
This case proved, beyond a doubt, 
that running men are entirely at 
the mercy of signalmen, hacked up 
by the Department's system, which 
is, of course, infallible. But mem-
bers ought to seriously consider 
bringing pressure on the powers that 
be to instal a simple system of tell-
tale to check the signal every time 
it is pulled off, as  too many men 
have been fined or even lost their 
job on the mere word of an interest-
ed party. 

At the deputation to •  the Minister 
for Railways, held on the 8th inst., 
a request was made for an altera-
tion to the Railways Act to 
provide for an independent chair-
man to preside on the Board 
of Discipline. This is an an-
omaly, which should have been 
attended to long ago. It is not even 
fair to the heads of Branches to 
have to traverse and give a deci-
Esion on a matter which has already 
been decided upon by a contempo-
rary officer, who must, in many 
cases have been a life-long asso-
ciate and friend of the man whose 
decision they are called on to up-
hold or upset as  the case may be; 
and jt is very unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of the employees to 
only have one third of the voting 
power when a case is being con -
sidered.  I  f 

WINS IN EXPENSE CASE. 
Super-cleaner Densworth, of Sey-

mour, was temporarily transferred 
to Tocumwal. He made application 
to be paid expenses, as he was the 
main support of his widowed mother 

and family. 	To substantiate his 
claim he forwarded an affidavit to 
this effect, but the Department would 
not allow expenses, as the 
depot foreman stated that he had 
made enquiries into this case and 
Densworth was not the support of 
his widowed mother, as  there was 
also another sou living at home and 
working ;who received £2 per week. 

The Particulars supplied to the 
Head Office .went so far as  to give 
the name of the person supposed 
to be employing the other son. De' 
spite emphatic denials by Densworth 
the case was closed and expenses 
definitely refused. Densworth 
was also refused transfer back 
to Seymour. Copies of all eorres• 
pondence were forwarded to the Ex -
ecutive and the case was re-opened, 
the Association representatives con• 
tending that Densworth [t hould either 
be paid expenses or action be taken 
against him for supplying a false 
affidavit. Special inquiry officials 
were put on the case, and after 
several months' inquiries, the De-
partment had to admit that Dens -
worth's claim for expenses was just -
ified, and he is to be paid expenses 
for the full time he was at Tocum -
wal—from January to August. AS 
soon as  it was decided that he was 
entitled to expenses arrangements 
were made to at once transfer him 
back to the depot. 

It would be interesting to know 
what steps are contemplated by the 
Department to see that correct in-
formation is supplied by those re• 
sponsible for the damaging state -
ments made against Densworth in 
the future. 

Driver Trevean was transferred 
from State Mine to Oakleigh in 
January. He could obtain no satis -
factory information regarding his 
transfer expenses. Inquiries were 
made, and he is now to be paid the 
full amount claimed (£8 7s. 6d.)• 
The reason for the delay was that 
the amount claimed was consider -
ed excessive. This case was also 
handed over to the special inquiry 
officers for investigation. 

THE " TRANSFER ' QUESTION. 
Lad-laborer Tydeman, of Benalla, 

was granted a transfer to the posi -
tion of cleaner. As he was on the 
permanent staff, he went ahead of 
all the supernumerary cleaners in 
the service. As this was contrary 
to verbal promises given by the late 
Commissioner, Mr. E. B. Jones, that 
no transfers would be made to the 
cleaning staff that would interfere 
with the classification of supernu• 
meraries until the supernumerary 
question had been settled, a protest 
was at once entered by the Benalla 
Branch. This matter was 'taken up 
with staff office, and after inquiries 
into the case, admitted the hardship 
that was being done to the supers. 
but regretted that as all the papers 
had been signed, that the transfer 
would have to stand. This decision 
was not acceptable, so 'the case was 
taken to the Commissioners, who 
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have now cancelled the transfer. 
The following is a copy of the 

letter received from the Railway 
Commissioners :- 

-(Copy) 
Victorian Railways. 

Commissioners' Office,  Spencer-st.  
Melbourne, 23rd August, 1920. 

Sir.—In reply to your letter of 
4th inst., I am directed to intimate 
that the proposed transfer of Lad-
laborer Tydeman to the position of 
engine cleaner s  bas been cancelled, 
and the question will be reviewed 
on his attaining the age of 21 years. 

ï have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 	A. Rees, 

Secretary. 

CONTRARY TO ORDERS. 
Traralgon Branch brought under 

notice that engines were booked on 
special train notices to run tender 
first Traralgon to Tinambra after 
dark, which was contrary to in-
structions in General Appendix. On 
inquiries being made the Superin-
tendent of Loco. Running stated that 
he had never given permission for 
engines to run tender first on this 
line and the jnstruction on the spe-
cial train notice did not have the 
authority of the Rolling Stock Br-
anch, but had been issued by the 
Transportation Branch. The matter 
was at once taken up with the Trans 
portation Branch, and engines now 
run funnel first to Tinamba, then 
light engine to Maffra to turn. 

Instructions were issued that on 
arrival at Tynong fireman of assist-
ing engine was at once to cut off 
and turn engine into No. 2 road. 
This was contrary! to several regu-
lations, and when- protested against 
the instruction was promptly cane -

celled. Evidently it was a try-on 
with the enginemen, by special offi-
cers who recommend it with the ob-
ject of saving time. As one of these 
special officers is an ex-driver, who 
prides himself upon looking after 
the interests of the enginemen, it is 
hoped that his future recommenda-
tions will comply with the regula-
tions, and not impose additional 
work and responsibilities on the al-
ready overworked enginemen. 

C. M. E. ITEMS. 
Several outstanding items were 

finalised b' the C.M.E., and Thurs-
day 2nd inst., as usual, the interview 
was opened by the C.M.E. informing 
the Association representatives that 
he fully appreciated the efforts put 
forward by the members to meet 
the Department, but owing to the 
urgent need for economy and th e . 

fact that his estimate had been 
greatly reduced by the Cabinet,that 
many matters that he would like to 
give effect to for the benefit of the 
men would have to stand over. 

Driver Murphy's claim to be paid 
at driving rate for the time he was 
kept firing at Wodonga while other 
drivers were working overtime, ow- 

ing to no firemen being available 
to replace Driver Murphy. The C. 
M.E. admitted the justice of the 
claim. but if 'the difference in the 
rate of pay was granted in this case 
it would form a precedent, and may 
lead to other claims in the future. 
He would endeavor to take steps to 
prevent, a recurrence. Although the 
actual cash value of this case was 
very small, yet the principle in-
volved was an important one, and 
the action of the C.M.E. in refusing 
to do the fair thing, after admitting 
the justice of the claim, clearly il-
lustrates to members the unsatisfac-
tory system we are following in en-
deavoring to have our grievances 
rectified. 

Driver M`Master, local record for 
refusing to place trucks of coal on 
coal stage at Benalia with "E" class 
engine, as there was a "W" class en-
gine available at the time. 

Driver M`Master simply carried out 
the instructions laid down in the 
General Appendix, for which he 
had his name placed in Conduct 
Book. This case was first taken 
up with the Supt. of Loco. Running, 
who recommended that M`Master's 
name be removed from Conduct 
Book, to which the C.M.E. agreed, 
but substituted a local caution. The 
C.M.E. has now agreed to also re-
move the local caution. 

That slush lamps be supplied to 
firemen. 

The C.M.E. agrees with this item, 
but it is a question of the cost. 
He will again obtain an- estimate 
and give a definite reply later. 

Super - cleaner Densworth, acting 
as driver at Tocumwal, upon instru-
ctions issued by the stationmaster. 

Owing to the driver being called 
away on urgent private  -  business, 
stationmaster issued written instruc-
tions to Densworth, instructing him 
to act as 	driver on four different 
occasions. 	Strong exception was 
taken to the actions of both Dens-
worth, and the  stationmaster as a 
driver could have been obtained from 
either Seymour or Numu.rka .h at very 
short notice; also, on one occasion 
there was a driver resting at Tocum-
wal. The C.M.E. replied that both 
Densworth and the stationmaster had 
been warned to be more careful 
in future. 

VARIOUS ITEMS. 
A request was made that disc 

signals be provided at all interlock-
ed stations ,to control the move-
ments of trains to and from No. 3 
roads. At many country stations 
signals are only provided for Nos. 
1 and 2 roads, and trains are hand-
signalled into No. 3 road. This 
method is unsatisfactory, and not 
in keeping with safe working. 

If a list of stations is supplied 
then consideration will be given to 
the request. 

That one fitter at each depot be 
specially instructed in Westinghouse 
brake work, and attends to brake 
defects. 

The C.M.E. agreed to give effect 
to this item. 

When men are off sick and re-
sume duty after time-books close, 
that depot foreman wire accountant 
date of resuming, so that at least 
day for day be allowed. till end 
of month, and same be paid for. 
Under present system, if time books 
close on 17th of month and man who 
has been off sick resumes on 18th, 
he receives no pay until next mid-
'month pay. 

The C.M.E. agreed to issue the 
necessary instructions to give effect 
to our request. 

That enginemen be not held re-
sponsible for tools on engine at de-
pots where a tool checker is em-
ployed. 

When engine tools are checked by 
tool checker and a shortage discov-
ered, the driver who last had engine 
is called upon for an explanation. 
The C.M.E. replied that each case 
of loss Of engine tools is "dealt with 
on its merits, and only in very ex-
ceptional cases are drivers fined for 
loss of tools. Generally speaking, 
drivers are not held responsible for 
engine kit of tools. The advisabil-
ity of leaving the driver's kit of 
tools on the engine is again under 
consideration. 
DECISIONS AND HOPES FOR THE . 

FUTURE. 
'  Vans of all goods trains to be fitt-
ed with proper padded seating ac-
commodation (other than that pro-
vided for guard) for use of crews 
travelling to or after fr efief. In 
some vans no provision is made for 
seating accommodation for crews 
travelling, and in some districts 
enginemen are called upon to travel 
long distances by goods trains. The 
C.M.E. said it would be impossible 
to equip special vans for districts 
where a lot of 'travelling in goods 
vans was necessary, as the vans 
must run where required, and ex-
pense of fitting up all vans, as de-
sired, was not justified. More 
enginemen were being appointed, so 
he hoped to reduce the long hours 
to the minimum. 

Thai 15 minutes be allowed to 
drivers for making out light engine 
running statements. The  .  C.M.E.said 
he would sooner do away  •  with the 
statements than allow the time ask-
ed for. He would consult the Supt. 
of Loco. Running, and see if the 
statements are 'essential. 

The C.M.E. has since consulted 
the Supt. of Loco. Running, who 
considers the information supplied 
on these statements is of great value 
to the Department. The C.M.E. now 
states that the question of time for 
making out these statements is 'a 
matter for the Classification Board 
to deal with. 

That pre-war supply of waste be 
restored to enginemen. As waste-
now costs £61 6s. 8d. per ton, the 
C.M.E. is not prepared to authorise 
the issue of waste to enginemen. 
He will see if it is possible to issue 
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enginemen a small allowance at the 
beginning of each week. 

That hostlers he supplied with 
overcoats. As hostlers work ne-
cessitates their being out in the wea-
ther for nearly the whole of their 
shift, spreading coal, taking water, 
etc.. they should be supplied with 
suitable overcoats for wet weather. 
The C.M.E. agreed to deal with this 
request sympathetically. 

That in the interests of safe work-
ing, the Gippsland line be equipped 
with distant and starting signals. 
The C.M.E. stated that this was a 
matter for the Commissioners to 
decide. He favored our request, and 
would place same before the Com-
missioners 
EXCESSIVE RUNNING ON THE 

ELECTRIC TRAINS. 
The excessive running o-' the 

motormen's roster on the Williams-
town line was brought under notice. 
The C.M.E. promised to have in-
quiries rr ade at once. He had no 
desire to impose harsh conditions 
upon the motormen, but on the ave-
rage the mileage worked per man on 
electric running was very little ab-
ove that worked on the steam run-
ning. Slight improvements have 
since been made in the motormen's 
roster, but there is room for much 
greater improvements before the 
conditions can be classed as satis-
factory. 

Many of the items which have 
been submitted could be much more 
satisfactorily settled 12y a grievance 
committee s  on which the Associa-
tion should have equal representa-
tion. This would save the time of 
departmental officers engaged upon 
consideration of important items of 
policy and administrative work, and 
would enable standardised decisions 
to be reached in a reasonable time. 
Instead of the irritating delays and 
procrastination, which are the order 
of the day now in the Rolling Stock 
Branch, we would have a much im-
proved state of affairs from the 
standpoint of the Department, as 
well as that of the employees. The 
sooner the Department makes up its 
mind to apply a system which has 
proved successful elsevhere, the bet-
ter for all concerned. 

BRANCH REPORTS. 
ARARAT.—On Saturday, 21st Aug 

we held, in conjunction with the 
Ararat Branch of the V.R.U., a 
very successful smoke night, at 
which our General Secretary, ac-
companied by Mr. Connor, the Gene-
ral Secretary of the Tasmanian Divi-
sion, was present. The addresses 
of both General Secretaries were 
listened to with great 'interest by 
those present, and all expressed de-
light at the successful gathering of 
railway men, which broke up at 
midlight by all joining hands and 
singing "Auld Lang Syne." On 

Sunday afternoon, 22nd August a 
special meeting of the Branch was 
held, at which our General Secre-
tary gave a most lengthy and inter-
esting address on the doings of the 
American and English Brotherhoods 
of Locomotive Men, pointing out the 
great advancement they have each 
made since starting their respective 
organisations. There was a record 
attendance of members present. At 
the close of his address the General 
Secretary thanked the members for 
their patient hearing. Mr. Connor 
then thanked members of the Ararat 
Branch for their kind invitation and 
reception while in Ararat, express-
ing the great pleasure it gave him 
to hear the address of Mr. Drake -

ford, and hoped that in the near 
future we would have a Brotherhood 
of Australian Enginemen on similar 
lines to those of our comrades in 
America and England. A hearty 
vote of thanks to Mr. Drakeford was 
carried by acclamation. Our ordi-
nary meeting was held on Sunday, 
12th September, there being a good 
attendance of members. One new 
member was elected and one nomi-
nated. Many grievances were 
brought forward. Some will be dealt 
with locally, while others are be-
ing sent to the Executive. The 
Agenda Paper was then discussed 
and the delegate instructed as to 
the different items therein.—A. E. 
FINCH. 

BALLARAT.—The usual monthly 
meeting was held in the Drivers' 
Room on Sunday, Sept. 12th, Mr. G. 
Cameron in the chair, there being 
a good attendance of members. The 
correspondence, which included the 
Agenda Paper and the News Letter, 
was very lengthy. Great interest 
was taken in same, as quite 'a num-
ber of items affecting this Branch 
were touched upon. The plan of 
grouping items in the Agenda Paper 
was favorably commented upon, as 
being a vast improvement, and 
should be a great help in getting 
through the work quickly at Con-
ference. General business was also 
heavy, complaint being made that 
more ashes are required around the 
water-crane at Moorabool; that the 
coal is not broken to contract size 
at coal stage, and the inability of 

-  the Department to work off the holi-
days. Although we have a number 
of drivers firing, at time of writing, 
we have three sets of men tempo-
rarily transferred to Stawell, whilst 
it has been shown that Stawell 
crews are running trains to Ballarat 
which could be run from here, and 
thus avoid the annoying necessity 
of men having to go away ;  from 
home for long periods. Many of our 
members throughout Victoria will 
remember the by-election fought out 
at Ballarat, when Mr. D. C. M'Grath 
gained a solid victory over the com-
bined press, the National Party, and 
the Country Party. At that time 
the Tory press was making a great 
cry over the Salary Grab; but it  

did not prevent the press  '  from 
touting for the then sitting member 
(who voted on the question) Mr. 
Kirby, and it is safe to say that not 
one National vote was lost to him 
on that account. We as workers 
believe that Members of Parliament 
should devote the whole of their 
time to the work of the country, and 
that the payment of £1,000 a year 
is not too much; and it can be said 
that Charlie M'Grath has never fail-
ed in that respect. 'Therefore a 
motion was carried at this meeting 
to the effect that it is the wish of 
his supporters that he should accept 
the extra £400 per year as being 
a just remuneration for his services. 
c uestions to the chair occupied some 
time, and the meeting closed much 
later than usual.—F. J. BADEN-
HOPE. 

BENALLA.—The ordinary monthly 
meeting was held in the Drivers' 
Room on Sunday, Sept. 12th, 1920, 
President A. Pevitt in the chair. 
The attendance was far from satis-
factory. Our average attendance for 
the year is just on 20, and for the 
most important meeting of the whole 
year, the meeting before which the 
G. C. Agenda Paper comes up for 
consideration, members must stay 
away. It is to hoped that those who 
were absentees will not complain 
about any action  that the G. C. Dele-
gates may take when at the Confer-
ence. Many of the items listed for 
consideration were very favorably 
commented upon and delegates in-
structed to support same. Some few 
were left open for representatives 
to hear arguments 'before c as ting 
their votes, while they were in-
tstructed to oppose tothers. The News 
Letter came in for a good deal of 
discussion. A letter was received 
from the Secretary of the Victorian 
Railways Institute, making certain 
suggestions for rewards for success-
ful students at the V.R.I. examina-
tions. No doubt this would be an 
advantage to some members, but the 
question is: How would it affect the 
majority of the members of the E.D., 
F.  and  C. Association? A letter 
was received from Ex-fireman C. 
Pevitt, thanking most heartily all 
those members of the Benalla Bra-
nch who subscribed to the relief 
fund organised by his mates in the 
Jolimont Workshops during his rec-
ent illness. We are pleased to see 
Charlie at work again. Two intend-
ing members were nominated. A 
new invention of the Speed-up Kings 
is to arrange a change over engine 
and to have the train tested and 
ready to depart on arrival of the 
12.50 a.m. down train at Wodonga. 
The result when this train is late, 
as it usually is, the men have no 
time to have their lunch. Let us 
hope that the Classification Board 
will allow enginenien ample time at 
suitable places to have their meal. 
It seems that conditions are going 
from bad to worse. Complaint was 
also made about the prickers which 
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are supplied for use on engines. 
Most of them would do very well 
on Cl, but a fireman on an A2 or a 
Dd would need to get up on the ten-
der to use them with any degree of 
success. The next meeting will be 
held on October 16th. Let us hope 
that we will have a large attendance 
on that occasion.—P. CORBOY. 

CENTRAL.—The usual monthly 
meeting was held on Sunday, 12th 
Sept. The attendance was far from 
what it should have been, in view 
of it being the day for dealing with 
the Agenda Paper for the Annual 
Conference but was a great im-
provement on  the previous meeting. 
Correspondence was read from Mr. 
Higgs, stating that he could not be 
present at the meeting, as  he found 
it essential to take his wife for a 
trio, and that as there was no.oppor-
tunity of putting it before a Branch 
meeting, atter consulting the Branch 
Chairman, Mr. C. Morrison, he had 
asked me to act in his stead. The 
letter further explained that Branch 
matters from the previous meeting 
had been dealt with by the President 
(Mr. Gault) as he (Mr. Higgs) had 
been taking his turn on the bog 
Wheel work. A letter was received 
from Mr. A. S. Drakeford, stating 
that he would be at liberty on Sun-
day, Oct.. 3rd, to debate the ques-
tion of the O.B.B. against the O.B.U. 
with Mr. Lewis. It was decided by 
the meeting that the debate take 
place on that date, when it is to be 
hoped a record crowd will attend. 

Correspondence was read from Mr. 
R. C. M`Donald, calling attention to 
the bad state of the mixed roster, 
and also the unequal distribution of 
Sunday work. It was decided to 
form a committee, composed of rep-
resentatives of the different grades, 
to go into the question together. 
There were filty-four nominations for 
membership. 

The Agenda Paper was discussed 
and dealt with, and with the excep-
tion of a few items, delegates were 
voted a 'free hand. The News Let-
ter was read to the meeting. 'Dis-
satisfaction was expressed by the 
"goods" men concerning the Werri-
bee Saturday night rest job.  It 
was decided that the committee sel-
ected to go into the Sunday work, 
etc., go into the Werribee mat-
ter also. A notice of notion to 
deal with reconstruction of the rost-
ers was given by Mr. Lewis. A 
complaint was made by the motor-
men that they had nat yet received 
their winter suits. This was sent 
on to the Executive. 

Items for General Business, for-
warded by the Branch Secretary, 
were read and dealt with. Th e. 

meeting closed at 5.50 p.m.—J. SUL-
LIVAN, Acting Branch Secretary. 

DIMBOOLA.—In contradistinction 
to our August meeting, our Sept. 
meeting was very well attended. 
Correspondence and News Letter sup-
plied many interesting items, and the 
Agenda Paper produced some sur- 

prises. The list was dealt with item 
by item, and the G.C. delegate in-
structed how to vote on each one. 
A large number of  .  items of 3,ocal 
interest were dealt with, one in par-
ticular being the  ever - recurring ques-
tion of "sponge cloths," which seems 
to agitate all Branches. Live stock 
traffic from South . Australia has 
kept us very busy lately, and our 
members maintain that purely live 
stock trains are really much heavier 
than their face value, and are ask-
ing that some alteration be made. 
The country is now at its best, and 
with any approach to the usual wea-
ther, the coming season should be a 
record. Already the  wheat grow-
ers are jubilant. The dark cloud 
iof which I wrote in previous notes 
has been dispelled, and through it 
we will lose one of our oldest mem-
bers ,and another will be "submer -
'ed" for a term. Let us hope it will 
be a very short term, the justice, 
or injustice of which it is not my 
right to question here, but the lesson 
learned will no doubt have its effect 
and no doubt a different Phoenix 
will arise from the flames.—F. 
GRAY. 

GEELONG.—The usual quarterly 
meeting was held in the Drivers' 
Room at 2.30 p.m. Mr. H. Lowe oc-
cupied the chair. There was a fair 
attendance of members. Correspon-
dence was read and received. The 
Agenda Paper was then dealt with, 
which took up nearly the whole of 
the time, discussing various items. 
The traffic has eased off a little 
here. There has not been the long 
hours work of the past. Most of the 
members are looking forward to a 
start being made to work off holi-
days. Many of them have not had 
holidays for two years. Most of us 
could do with a good rest.—J. W. 
FULLER. 

KORUMBURRA —The attendance 
at the quarterly meeting was decid-
ed'ty "good, and a distinct improve' 
nient on the average. Five new 
members were elected, who give 
promise of becoming useful mem-
bers. A fair amount of business 
was disposed of and instructions to 
the Grand Council Delegate in con-
nection with the Agenda Paper, oc-
cupied a good portion of the sitting. 
A large n umber of "annuals" are 
noticeable on the Grand Council 
business paper, but some items are 
listed of an important nature, bear-
ing on questions of the Associa-
tion's policy, and will need careful 
consideration. Traffic has eased off 
considerably, and as a consequence 
two drivers have been booked on 
holidays, but a fair amount of hustle 
is required to complete the annual 
leave programme before Christmas. 
Although some overtime has been 
worked at this depot, yet, this curse 
has not attained here the magni-
tude it has at metropolitan and 
some country depots. Twenty-nine 
days a month is about our average,  

and is never likely to aspire to 50 
days, as reported in the August 
"  Footplate." Mr. Clapp has  a tough 
proposition ahead of him, and he 
will no doubt require some very 
powerful high explosives to shift 
some of our Departmental Heads out 
of their little grooves; but his re-
marks re methods of American rail-
road companies in granting employ-
ees representation on boards of 
management will commend them-
selves -to most of us. One can 
imagine the consternation in the Col-
lins Street editorial sanctums at the 
idea of  applying this system locally. 
Undoubtedly, Mr. _Clapp's adminis-
tratr.': efforts will be watched with 
coiisi(terable interest. Let us hope 
that he will apply economy where 
it is due without fear or favor, and 
the revenue producers in the rail-
way service will be assured a fair 
deal.—LEO. DATSON.  , 

MARYBOROUGH.—Report of the 
monthly meeting, held in the Gene-
ral Waiting Room, on Sunday, 12th 
inst. President C. Kennedy occupied 
the chair. A very fair attendance 
was present. The News Letter was 
listened to with keen interest, it 
being very pleasing to members to 
see that brother members were suc-
cessful through the officers of the 
Association in getting their just ex-
penses paid them for transfering and 
no house accommodation available. 
It is hard enough to make ends meet 
without being out of pocket through 
,having to transfer for the conven-
ience of the Department. The ex-
penses paid at present are far too 
low. Complaints are numerous from 
men who are boarding here, and 
from here to Mildura, one employee 
at Woomelang having to pay 35s. a 
week and find his own sugar; others 
having to pay about the same at 
Donald, Ouyen, and Mildura, and the 
allowance is 23s. 6d. No wonder com-
plaints are numerous. Items on 
Agenda Paper were gone through 
thoroughly, delegate receiving his 
instructions. On a few items only he 
inas a free hand, which goes to show 
that members who were present are 
active and have the welfare of the 
organisation at heart. We are very 
pleased to see that wie fia,ve a „ Nance 
of going to the Federal Arbitration 
Court, and only right too. It is just 
about time that we had the right 
that other citizens have. 

Complaints were numerous re holi-
days, some members expressing 
themselves strongly on this, as some 
of them had Jiot had holidays for 
two years. No wonder. After all, 
a man is not a piece of machinery 
that can go on almost for ever. 
Why the Department does not make 
more drivers and keep a fair body 
of men at various depots beats me. 
This depot is worked on a bed-rock 
system, and if men are to go on 
holidays, then probably some trains 
would have 'to be cancelled; and, 
another thing, if men do not get 
their holidays before Christmas they 
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have no chance for at least another 
six months as the wheat season up 
north promises to be a record. The 
meeting closed at 6 p.m.—R. COR-
NALL. 

SEYMOUR.—The outstanding feat-
ures of the past month were the 
successful smoke social held in the 
Federal Hall on Saturday the 4th of 
September, to welcome the General 
Secretary (Mr. A. S. Drakeford), who 
visited Seymour as the result of an 
invitation by the Branch to address 
the members on the question of the, 
Brotherhood form of organisation for 
Locomotive Enginemen, and to let 
members know 'of developments in 
connection with the Classification 
Board. There was a splendid at-
tendance. every chair being occu-
pied from early in the evening by 
an appreciative audience of mem-
bers and fellow unionists, who lis-
tened to his speech with keen and 
intelligent interest. The delays in-
separable from a recourse to arbi-
tration methods of remedying indus-
trial ills were explained, and a clear 
view of the position put before the 
assemblage, as well as of the pos-
sibilities that would be created by 
a federation of transport organisa-
tions, similar to those in existence 
in England and America. The need 
for supporting the Labor Party at 
the coming elections was stressed, 
as well as the advisability of Rail-
way men generally taking a more 
active interest in political affairs, in 
view of the prospects of elections 
in more than one political sphere. 
Stress was laid upon the need for 
keeping Under the notice of  the 

 public the need for giving Railway 
men a voice in the management of 
the railwaytq, a reform already grant-
ed in other countries, and one which 
must come in Australia. 

The work of the Board up to 
Cate was traversed by Mr. Drake-
ford, who paid a tribute to the work 
of our representatives Messrs. B. 
Deveney and J. Fogarty, and urged 
those present to give all possible 
practical assistance to their Branch 
and General Officers in supplying . 

 information to put before the Board. 
At the conclusion of his speech, 
Comrade Drakeford was given a 
great reception for his stirring ad-
dress. 

Others who contributed to the suc-
cess of the evening were Comrades 
T. M`Kenzie and T.  Seymour,  and 
Messrs. J. Peebles, from the City, 
and Mr. J. Hopworth, manager of 
the Tallarook Hotel, for Mr. Weaver. 
The singing and recitations of these  - 
gentlemen was much enjoyed, the 
audience demanding more and more. 

Amongst others, Mr. Hepworth 
tendered his services gratis, and he 
was a host in himself. Members 
should keep  in mind that his ser-
vices are always at the disposal of 
the Union and Labor Party for social 
purposes. and look him up when 
visiting Tallarook. On Sunday, 5th 
s special meeting wa's held, which 

was addressed by Mr. Drakeford for 
three and a half hours. He kept 
a thoroughly satisfied audience in-
terested during the whole of that 
period with details of the progress 
made by our comrades of Great Bri- 
tain and America under a national 
form of organisation, which it is 
apparent is necessary in Australia. 
The information supplied, backed up 
by literature and quotations from 
authorities and awards, was beyond 
the expectation of anyone present. 
At the conclusion of his address 
many questions were put to the 
General Secretary and answered by 
him to the satisfaction of everybody. 
Mr. H. Green moved a hearty vote 
of thanks to the lecturer, who, he 
said, had shown in an unmistakable 
way the possibilities of the future 
if the members gave their support 
and intelligent interest. 

It 'was an object lesson for the 
younger members, which they should 
not forget. 

The Branch Secretary moved the 
motion, which was conveyed by Mr. 
W. Reid, Branch Chairman, who pre-
sided at the special meeting and the 
smoke social. Mr. Drakeford, in a 
brief reply, said it was his duty and 
a great pleasure to him to gather 
information and disseminate it 
amongst his fellow members, which, 
if properly used, would -enable them 
to strengthen and improve their in-
dustrial and social position and that 
of their fellow workers. The meet-
ing closed at 6.30 p.m. The usual 
monthly meeting was held on the 
12th inst. Mr. Reid in the chair. 
A fair attendance of members took 
great interest in the correspondence 
and Agenda Paper, which was fully 
discussed. 

Disgust and disappointment was 
expressed at some of the decisions 
given by the Head of our Branch 
in some of the cases put before, 
him 14y1 the Association, and our 
delegates were instructed to bring 
under the notice of Conference the 
advisability of having tnese matters 
brought before some other authority 
to deal with 

The social activities of the Rail-
way people of the town 'were put 
to good use in à combined V.R.U. 
and E.D., F. and C. Social, held 
in the Federal Hall on Thursday, 
16th Sept.. Fun in aid of the local 
hospital. The effort was a great 
success from every point of view, 
in spite of the boisterous weather 
which prevailed. The social com-
mittee hopes to be able to hand 
over £15 to the hospital committee, 
and the Branch wishes to thank the 
ladies who donated the eatables, all 
of which reflected credit on their 
cooking capacity and generosity in 
a good cause. The ladies committee . 

deserve a special word of mention. 
The work of its members contribut-
ed largely towards the success of 
the social. 

Things have been booming in 
Seymour in the social world, and 
we hope to make a stir in the politi- 

cal atmosphere when the State elec-
tions come off.—J. S. PEARCE. 

STAWELL.—Our last monthly 
meeting was held on Sunday, 12th 
September, in the Drivers' Room, 
Mr C. Hoskings in the chair. Only 
a fair attendance present. Two new 
members were elected and one was 
nominated for membership. The 
News Letter and Agenda Paper oc-
cupied nearly all the afternoon. Very 
few local complaints were dealt with. 
The Agenda Paper contains many 
of the hardy old annuals again this 
year. and I suppose it is too much 
to hope for that this year will make 
a clean  s  weep of them. Our  long-

promised turn-table for A2 engines 
at Ararat has been provided, and 
was opened recently, and has proved 
already a boon to this depot. No 
more tender-first running for 19 
miles in the dark, on a wet, stormy 
night, with glass at zero. Our best 
thanks are due to the Executive 
for the successful fight they put up 
for this table.—J. GEANEY. 

TRARALGON.—The ordinary mon-
thly meeting was held in the Dri-
vers' Room on Sunday, wept. 12tH. 
I am pleased to report a record at-
tendance for the year. It is very 
gratifying to the oranch officers to 
see- the members taking a keen in-
terest in their union affairs. The 
correspondence was listened to with 
interest, and various local items were 
listed for deputation to the foreman, 
and the Grand Council delegate was 
instructed how to vote on items 
listed on Agenda Paper. We have 
;not heard a great deal lately about 
the Classification Board. They seem 
to be very slow dealing with con-
ditions, which, to my mind, is the 
most vital issue. W nat is the use 
of granting us an increase if they 
don't better our conditions, which, 
undoubtedly are worse now tnan they 
have been for very many years. 
Engines in a bad state of repair, 
dirty engines, and a hundred and 
one other things which go to make 
the life of an engineman anything 
but a sinecure. Wishing our paper 
success.—A. C. •LEWIS. 

Sparks 
The decision of the Classification 

Board on the question of working 
conditions is being eagerly awaited 
by the members throughout the 
State. 

The case for working cone .fions 
having general application through-
out the service has now been heard 
and the Department has put up its 
reply. It is a lengthy and slow pro-
cess, but should bring satisfactory, 
results.  - 

—o— 
Mr. Harold Clapp, the hew Chief 

Commissioners  has taken up his du- 
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ties with the Department, and " The 
Footplate " extends a welcome on 
behalf of Victorian enginemen, and 
takes the opportunity of express-
ing the hope that some of the im-
provements which have been effected 
in the railway services of Great 
Britain and U.S.A., by giving the 
representatives of the employees a 
voice in the management, will be 
achieved here by adopting the same 
means for securing the co-operation 
of the service generally. 

The Victorian Railways Football 
Team visited Sydney, and found our 
comrades in the " Ma " State well 
enough advanced in their knowledge 
of the Australian game to defeat 
them on the Erskineville Oval prior 
to the Inter-State match on Satur-
day, 25th September. 

-o- 
It is gratifying to find the game 

making such headway in New South 
Wales, and it is hoped that the fast 
and open game played "down south" 
will soon find enough supporters to 
make it the national game in the 
Northern States. 

—o— 
Comrade S. Samson, who has now 

recovered from his recent injury, 
took over the "managerial" position 
at the  -last moment, and filled the 
bill splendidly, 

—o— 
With "Steve" looking after them 

and the Sydney boys excelling them-
selves in hospitality, our team had 
a very enjoyable time. They have 
returned, harboring delightful recoI-
lections of their capital trip and treat-
ment. 

--o— 
The Queensland people, as usual, 

excelled themselves in entertaining 
the visitors and delegates during the 
sittings of the Federal Conference 
in Brisbane. 

—o— 
Nothing was left undone that could 

make for the enjoyment of those 
present. who will carry away with 
them for many a long day happy re-
collections of Queensland hospitality. 

—o— 
Southern Queensland wears a very 

attractive .appearanceat the present 
time, and with every prospect of  a 
bounteous season and the return of 
the Labor Government to power at 
the forthcoming election, Queens-
land should have rosy times ahead, 
in spite of the dismal croakings of 
the Philip-Cowley stinking fish dele-
gation to the moneylenders of the 
Old Country. 

—o— 
Given a rleturn to power, the T h "-o-

dore Government will make good in 
spite of the e fforts of the capital-
istic croakers who are doing their 
damnedest to introduce government 
for the people by absentee Shylock. —o-- 
, The refusal of the £9,000,000 loan 
asked for by the Queensland Gov -
ernment by its John Bull creditors 
should yet prove the best thing that 

could happen for the worker  of Aus-
tralia. It should put those in Queens-
land on their mettle. The State has 
great resources, and Theodore and 
his Government well know how to 
tap them if they are given the 
power. 

—o— 
There is no doubt that the action 

of the capitalists in refusing the 
loan has given a fillip to politics 
in Queensland, and everybody is 
watching the result of the elections 
with keen interest. It is quite likely 
that -  the fillip will make Philip and 
Co. full-up. Let us hope so, at any 
rate  l 

—o— 
The Storey Government in New 

South Wales is gradually and surely 
making good. Given a fair show 
and reasonable opportunity by those 
who put them in power, its mem-
bers will restore the feeling of con-
fidence of the people in Labor plat-
forms, which was destroyed by trait-
ors and a treacherous press. 

- o— 
Patience and consideration is need-

ed to set "Labor" on its feet again, 
and it is entitled to both from those 
who look to it to remedy the evils 
of decades and decay of conserva-
tive government.  ' 

—o— 
Don't forget to go to the poll 

on October 21st and take all your 
friends with you. A Labor govern-
ment in the State of Victoria is not 
possible until a redistribution of 
seats is obtained, but a good increase 
in the Labor vote will help to get 
that for you, and it is up to the 
railwaymen to see that every vote 
possible is polled for Labor. 

—o- 
Make the vote on October 21st 

an indication of what is to come 
at the next Federal election. 

—o,-- 
Remember  that Willie Watt is 

coming  back, and anything may hap-
pen when he returns and gets be-
hind a Government which has 
ill - hughesed him. " Billy " fell 
off a horse recently and was not 
much the worse 'for it; but a poli-
tical fall may bring different results, 
eh, Watt  I  say -,  ho has been 
priding for a fall ? 

-o- 
Turn you: elf into a Council of 

Action; and besides voting yourself 
get votes for Labor. 

--o;— 
Great Interest was felt amongst 

railway unionists as -to the doings 
of the Federal Council in Brisbane 
in view of the recent decision of the 
High Court respecting the jurisdic-
tion of the Federal Arbitration 
Court over State instrumentalities. 
The position was fully considered, 
and dealt with, and a report of the 
proceedings will be given in the 
October issue. 

—o— 
Comrade J. Valentine, Queensland 

Division General Secretary, was 
complimented on the case he put 

up for the locomotive men before 
the State Arbitration Court, by the 
Bench. The details of the award 
are being looked forward to with 
interest and expectation by the 

• Queensland boys. 
—o— 

Excellent facilities for seeing the 
sights around Brisbane wereut at 
the disposal of the visitors to Queens 
land by the powers that be.  _  The 
programme being both comprehen-
sive and strenuous. Of the many 
enjoyable outings, Sunday the 12th, 
on the M'Kean car to Dayhoro, and 
the following Sunday, on the " Lu-
cinda," down the Brisbane River, 
both in beautiful weather, will be 
looked back on with pleasure by 
everybody who was fortunate encugh 
to  participate. 

—o— 
Not content with making every 

day of their stay enjoyable, the 
entertainment committee and many 
other Queensland friends turned up 
in force on Monday, 20th inst., at 
the Central Station at 8 a.Tn. to wish 
the invading party from down south 
bon voyage. A warm welcome, a 
warm time, and a bonzer au revoir. 

Pineapple and Paw Paw were the 
favorite items of diet amongst seve-
ral of the visitors, but  the  pine-
apple was easily first, and the de-
parting guests carried something 
more than good wishes with them as 
the express steamed out from Cen-
tral. 

--o— 
The delegates to the Conference 

had a strenuous time and could not 
spare the time from Conference to 
take part in the outings during the 
day, but if the work was strenuous, 
the Queenslanders saw that the re-
laxation was not less so, and not a 
minute of the week was wasted. 

—o-- 
A new constitution has been fram-

ed, which will be the basis  upon 
which a new era of progress for the 
Locomotivemen of Australia will be 
laid. All that is needed is your in-
terest and your enthusiasm. Give 
both to it and success is assured. 

The smoke social of the Seymour 
Branch on Saturday, September 4th 
was a great success, and reflects 
credit on the officers and committee 
of the Branch, particularly on Com-
rade Jim Pearce, whose sterling or-
ganising work contributed in a large 

-  measure towards the general satis-
faction and enjoyment of all those 
who attended. 

—o— 
The election of Mr. Jack Chapple 

to the position of employees' repre-
sentative on the Clerical Classifi-
cation Committee by the overwhelm-
ing majority of 1591 votes polled 
in a total vote of 1995, is a deserv-
ing tribute to his worth as 'a worker 
in the cause of 'Railway Unionism, 
and the "Footplate" extends its con-
gratulations to Comrade Chapple and 
those who elected him.  •  He  can 

• 
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always be depended upon to put up  
an earnest, intelligent fight for the  
cause which he represents, and "the  

cause" is always first with this  
sturdy champion of Railwaymen's  
rights.  

—o— 
The Railway Classification Board  

is being urged to give a decision  
on the claims so far presented for  
working conditions. Members gene-
rally are looking hopefully to the de-
cision for relief.  

—e-- 
The publication of the auditors'  

half-yearly report on Branch returns  

discloses a very satisfactory state  
of affairs in nearly all Branches,  
There are three on the 100 per cent.  

mark; two knocking at the door,  
with 99 per cent.; three more over  

95 per cent. One of the largest  
country Branches, while not in the  
top  flight, has nevertheless shown a  
marked improvement.  

—o— 
Only three Branches failed to  

show a marked improvement,  
one of which wp,s the largest, and  
another one of the smallest. This  
is disappointing to the Executive,  
and must be to the Branch officers.  

The members- should help their  

officers to maintain their organisation  

in a sound financial position.  
—o  

Tasmania has made the greatest  

relative improvement in its rates  

of pay for enginemen of all the Div-
isions in recent years, for which  
credit must be given to our Com-
rade Connor and those associated  
with him in " Tassy's " fight.  

—o— 
There are no stronger advocates,  

however, than the Tasmanian mem-
bers of an Australian organisation  

based on a Brotherhood plan for  
the Locomotive men of the Common-
wealth, and they are prepared to  

meet any alterations or amendments  
to the  old methods that will give  
effect to the "Australia first" plan.  

—o— 
Mr. It. W. Connor, General Sec-

retary, Tasmanian Division, joined  
with the General Secretary in a  
visit to the Ararat Branch, and at-
tended the combined smoke social  
of the V.R.U. and E.D., C. and F.  
Association. There was a good at-
tendance of members and an excel-
lent programme was provided, and  
harmony and lubrication judiciously  
served out made the evening a very  

enjoyable one.  

" Dannie " Elliston, now yard fore-
man' at Ararat, and the selected  

Labor candidate for the electorate  

of Stawell and Ararat, was in excel- 
lent form, and delivered a good,  
rousing, fighting speech, which ev-
oked the hearty applause of the  
gathering.  

—o— 
The friends of the Labor party  

are prophesying that " Dannie " will  

carry oiff the honors in the coming  
political "sweep," and that we will  
at last have a real live railway man  
in Parliament in Victoria.  

—o— 
Let us hope that our  •  railway  

democrats will not lose the golden  
opportunity.  

—o— 
The Ararat smoke social was well  

attended and well conducted. The  
Railwaymen present proved them-
selves intelligently critical of the  
slow process 'of having their claims  
dealt with by the Classification  

Board.  
—o— 

An innovation was the idea of  
providing "joint" phairmen, in the  
persons of Mr. W. Candy and Mr.  
A. Lowerson, who had no difficulty  
in keeping each other and the audi-
ence in good order and good humor.  

VICTORIAN STATE ELECTIONS.  
e . 	.e  

VOTE LABOR 
 

On October 21st, 1920 
 

CREATE A NEW POLITICAL. ERA IN  
VANISHING VICTORIA  

BY RETURNING TO POWER A GOVERNMENT THAT WILL DO SOMETHING TOWARDS PUTTING 
 

DOWN THE " PROFITEER." THAT WILL ENDEAVOR TO CRE ATE A NEW WORLD FOR LABOR. 
 

THAT WILL MAKE THE STATE OF VICTORIA ATTRACTIVE TO ITS BEST BLOOD, THE CHILDREN 
 

OF THE WORKERS.  

(VOTE LABOR.) . 

Abbotsford—G. C. WEBBER, M.L.A.  
Albert Park—A. K. WALLACE,  

M.L.A.  
Bendigo East—L. J. CLOUGH, M.L.A  
Ballarat East—W. A. DALTON.  
Bendigo West—T. JUDE.  
Brunswi ^k—J. R. JEWELL, M.L.A.  
Carlton—R. H. SOLLY, M.L.A.  
Collingwood—T. A. MeALLEN.  
Dand anon;--R. BEARDSWORTH.  
Duiidis—W. SLATER, M.L.A.'  

Eaglehawk—T. TUNNECLIFFE, M:  
L.A.  

SELECTED LABOR CANDIDATES.  

East Melbourne—M. COLLINS.  
Essendon—J. J. MURPHY.  
Evelyn—A. J. JONES.  
Fitzroy—J. W. BILLSON, M.L.A.  
Flemington—E. C. WARDE, M.L.A.  
Geelong—W. BROWNBILL.  
Gippsland East—T. RICKARDS.  
Glenel;—W. E. THOMAS.  
Grenvi'le—J, II. SCULLIN.  
Jika Jika—J, CAIN, M.L.A.  
Maryborough—G. FROST.  
Melbourne—A. RODGERS, M.L.A.  
Polworth—J. LINAHAN.  

(VOTE LABOR.)  

North Melbourne—G. M. PRENDER-
GAST, M.L.A. 	 . 

Port Fairy—H. S. BAILEY, M.L.A.  
Port Melbourne—J. L. MURPHY,  

M.L.A.  
Prahran—A. F. PARKER.  
Richmond—E. J. COTTER, M.L.A.  
Stawell and Ararat—D. ELLISTON.  
St. Ki'di—W. J. GORMAN.  
Walhalla—R. BOWERS.  
Warrnambool—Priv. G. HEATHER.  
Warrenheip—E. J. HOGAN, M.L.A.  
Williamstown—J. LEMMON, ILL.A,  

^ 
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OPEN PAGE. 
forget to try and capture the wo-
men's vote. Your women friends 
and relatives will soon be having 
visits from condescending "ladies" 
who never bother to notice them 
at other times. Get your women to 
see what these "ladies" are after, 
and you won't pay for afternoon tea 
had a few false smiles with an anti-
worker representative. Ask the 
women to organise a branch of the 
A.L.P. and see what they will do 
for you. We hope to send some of  . 
Dur women-comrades round shortly 
to link up their sisters, and receive 
their membership subscriptions of 
is. for the year. 

Look out for the "extremists "who 
want you to have extremely little 
mind of your own, and extremely 
little say in the conditions under 
which you work. Isn't it about time 
we stopped swallowing the extre-
mely silly twaddle which the anti -

labor press and speakers 'hand out 
to us against our own cause? Come 
and help, comrades.—Yours for the 
Workers. 

way. I do not desire Sunday work 
and have requested to be left off 
when There is an ample supply of 
men. The members are not cutting 
my salary down. Just as a clean-
er's wage of 6s. 6d. a day required  . 
to be raised to ils. 9d. (and still 
underpaid) so -has the remuneration 
paid to me decreased in like ratio. 
It is pleasing to know Mr. Cowling 
refers to the payment as salary. 
The Branch has a membership of 
1300, with 700 of them taking the 
"Footplate." Let me say the salary 
(?) doesn't attract me. It is earned, 
and hard earned, by constant atten-
tion to the books and -members' 
wants, and is paid as a small recom-
pense to whoever has the position. 
From my membership in 19114 I lave 
taken a keen interest in Associa-
tion questions. and only obtained 
office in 1917. To prove further my 
contention, I' undertook the position 
of secretary to the- Self Denial Fund 
at its initiation, in an honorary cap-
acity. While not one of the found-
ers of that scheme, I had to put in 
a considerable amount of hard work 
to obtain a strong membership. In 
addition, all my assistance was given 
to Mr. Franklin when the "Footplate" 
was in its infant stages. I volun-
teered to do the secretarial work 
of this Branch for the "Footplate" 
without mention of fee or reward. 
With regard to stopping away to 
see if the meeting can get on with-
out me I believe that no man is in-
dispensable. Mr. Cowling's inten-
tions are probably honorable, but 
he would be well advised to become 
more thoughtful, and to make cer-
tain of his information before rush-
ing into print. 

H. G. HENDERSON, 
Member of the A.L.P. 

Stawell Baptist Manse, 
September 2, 1920. 

QUESTION BOX. 

H. J. HIGGS. 

Describe the Walsehaert valve 
gear. 

Answer.—The Walscheart valve 
gear for an inside admission valve 
is operated by a singe eccentric, 
set at 90 degrees behind the crank. 
The motion from this eccentric can 
be varied or reversed by altering 
the position of the link block in the 
link. The motion of the link block 
is transmitted by the radius rod 
to the top of the combination lever. 
The displacement of the valve neces- 
sary to provide for lap and lead is 
obtained by connecting the bottom 
end of combination lever to the cross-
head by ,means of the combination 
link. Thus the motions of the eccen-
tric and crosshead are combined by 
the combination lever to operate the 
valve. 

How long should the driver's 
brake valve be kept in charging 
position when releasing the brake? 

Answer.—V. R. Brake Book In-
struction 85 says "Ten to 30 seconds 
according to the length of the 
train." Thirty seconds would only 
be applicable in the c ase of about 
75 vehicles when releasing after a 
lull application. Even then there 
would be a tendency to overcharge 
the brakes at the front end of the 
train; but this is of minor import-
tance so long as the rear brakes are 
properly released. Those brakes at 
the front end, which go on owing 
to being overcharged, can be "kick- 
ed off" by placing the brake valve 
in the charging position for a second 
or two. 

No strict rule can be laid down 
in answer to this question, since it 

To the Editor. 
Sir.—With reference to the letter 

appearing over the signature of 
P. H. Cowling, in your August issue. 
I would like to make an explana-
tion to those readers who are not 
acquainted with Mr. Cowling. To 
those who know him, no explana-
tion is necessary. This letter ap-
peared partly in answer to a portion 
of my Branch Report in July issue, 
and partly as criticism of a recent 
action of mine, in absenting myself 
from a special meeting. As to the 
complaint that the language was "a 
masterly production," and that it 
should be translated. This is ab-
surd. With the exception of several 
printers 'errors, the language is sim-
ple enough for a child to under-
stand. Again I day it is an unsatis-
factory state of affairs to have small 
meetings with no Cleaners present. 
The cleaners were paid a compliment 
'when I !stated we looked to them for 
our "new blood." One cannot un-
derstand '  'Mr. Cowling hastening to 
wear the cap, as he is a fairly 
regular attendant. Would it be pre-
suming too much to say he was 
seeking cheap notoriety by rushing 
into print. With regard to my ab-
sence at the special meeting, I re- 
cognise any member's right to criti-
cise fairly and squarely. Is Mr. 
Cowling's criticism fair? He stated 
I may be seen any Sunday on a 
double-time job when not at the 
Loco. Hall. To this I give an em-
phatic denial. I have worked 13 
Sundays in 39 this year. On every 
occasion relief was sought, and on 
practically every Sunday the engine 
was placed in the siding. Further 
than this. I obtained a day's leave 
the week following. My largest pay 
for this year was 30 days 7 hours 
in July. Of this 2 days 7 hours 
were underpaid for June, and there 
were 7 days at time and a half for 
the Prince's visit. My smallest pay 
for the year was 16 days 5- hours 
for February. 'On the Sunday in 
question I was booked on a pilot. 
It was my intention to obtain relief 
and attend the meeting. The pilot 
was cancelled, and I was sent to 
Healesville. Believing it to be not 
essential that my presence was re-
quired, I took the opportunity of 
going, so that I could learn the 
road. My intention was to ring up 
the Hall and apologise for my ab-
sence. explaining where I was. My 
endeavor to ring the Hall was un-
successful. In regard to the double 
time jobs, one would think I was 
the only one who worked them. As 
Branch Secretary I was given a 
day shift job (pilot) by this Branch. 
Apparently the sheet clerk was 
guided by this when making out the 
sheet. especially as a large number 
of pilots (all special) was working. 
I have never sought any job, and 
have never refused what came my 

AN OPEN LETTER TO THOUGHT - 

YUL RAILWAY MEN. 
Comrades,— At the last meeting 

of the A.L.P. some of your mates 
tary by sending you a letter remind-
ing you of the need for united action 
in support of the workers' chosen 
candidate in the forthcoming elec-
tion. 

The Labor Party has selected one 
of your own men, "Dannie" Ellis -

ton, to carry your banner in the com-
ing election. I don't need to tell Lyon 
what a staunch friend of the work-
ers he is—you all know that—but 
w hat I do want to tell you is of 
certain ways in which you can help 
to win this seat in the coming 
fight. 

If you are not already on the roll -

put in your claim at once. If you 
are not already a member of the 
A.L.P. join up, and get busy help-
ing those who are working for your 
interests. Attend the meetings and 
have your say there as well as car-
rying on an educational work out-
side. 

And, Don't forget your women-
folk I The wives and sweethearts 
of the workers will play a big part 
in this election, if they organise 
their forces. The other side won't 
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depends on the heaviness of the 
application that was made, as well as 
on  the length of the train; but for 
a rough approximation (to be varied 
at the discretion of the driver) al-
low one second for each three vehi-
cles on the train. 

What are the points of distribu-
tion to which oil is supplied by two 
Detriot lubricators on the Walschaert 
geared, superheated engines, also as 
supplied by one Detroit lubricator 
on the Stephenson geared type? 

Answer.—The first nozzle (near-
est the boiler) on the left hand lubri-
cator. feeds an oil pipe which leads 
to the left tail rod; the second feeds 
an oil pipe which leads through a 
hole in the middle of the top of the 
left hand cylinder; the third supplies 
the steam cylinder of air pump; the 
fourth supplies the leading end of 
left piston valve through a hole in 
the top of the valve chamber near 
the front steam port; the fifth sup-
plies the trailing end of left piston 
valve through a hole near the back 
steam port. The right hand lubri-
cator supplies similar points on the 
right hand side of engine, except 
that the middle feed is not used. 
There is a choke valve fitted in each 
oil pipe near steam chests and cylin-
ders. The points of distribution for 
the mechanical lubricator with eight 
pumps are as  described above. In 
the case of Stephenson geared, super 
heated engine, fitted with one De-
troit lubricator, the first nozzle sup-
plies an oil pipe leading to the left 
cylinder; the second supplies an oil 
pipe which branches, after passing 
choke valve, into two pipes, one 
to each end of left piston valve; 
the third supplies an oil pipe, which 
branches, after passing choke valve, 
into two pipes, one to each tail rod; 
the fourth to both ends of right pis-
ton valve, and fifth to right hand 
cylinder. 

EARLY DAYS ON THE VICTORIAN 
RAILWAYS. 

—o— 
"By George Brown. 

A Great Holiday Enjoyed by the 
Railway Employees. 

Railway employees are certainly 
placed at a great disadvantage as 
regards enjoying the universal holi-
day that the public always Iook 
forward to with pleasure. For nearly 
forty years I did not get off duty 
above four times on Christmas or 
New Year. Railwaymen do not look 
forward, to Easter and Christmas 
with anything like pleasure. The 
Easter and Christmas time-tables are 
one of his greatest worries. He 
thinks then of the extra responsibi-
lity of life and property that then 
falls upon his shoulders, and while 
the general public are enjoying 
themselves with their relations and 
friends, the men in the running 
branch are out of all this. When 
he does get holidays there is no one 
to make holiday with, and it is 
generally in the winter time.• It is  

no use 'asking a railway man where 
he is going on Christmas Day. He 
does not himself know until he sees 
the running sheet the night before.. 
With these facts in mind, it is no 
wonder that some of us old fellows 
look back to one great holiday that 
we all enjoyed. 

When the first flying squadron of 
war ships arrived an Melbourne there 
were many special trains lrun to glow 
the people to see them. Of course 
the majority of railwaymen were un-
able to enjoy this privilege, so the 
Government arranged to give us a 
chance. They agreed to give us 
special trains, to be run on a Sun-
day. We had to provide volunteer 
guards, drivers and firemen, they 
being the only ones who would have 
to work. We had to see to the 
safety of the train and passengers. 
A certain number of us were picked 
out for this duty. Each 'one had to 
wear a white rosette to show; his 
authority. I thought I was lucky 
when I got picked for one; but I 
soon discovered there was more work 
than fun about it. 

One special ran from Echuca to 
Bendigo, picked up all station staff 
also platelayers at their different 
lengths. Two specials were run from 
Bendigo to Williamstown, and two 
from Ballarat. The first train picked 
up all station staff and any employ-
ees living near stations. The sec-
ond picked up all platelayers at their 
several camps. So every one had 
a show. Young unmarried men were 
allowed to take their sweethearts. 
Plenty of work was cut out for those 
wearing the white rosettes, who had 
to see that no one got into the trains 
who did not work on the railway. 
It was not a nice job—they were 
contir:ually wanting to change car-
riages as they recognised their old 
mates whom they had not seen for 
some time. However, they were a 
jolly lot and it was splendid wea-
the --, and everone enjoyed the trip. 
A sad accident occurred at Woodend 
on the return journey. A young 
man, a telegraph operator, got run 
over and 'killed. We did not know 
of this until we got to Castlemaine. 
His name was M'Taggart. This 
caused a gloom over the last part 
of the trip. The cost to the De-
partment was the guards, drivers, 
and firemen's wages, cost of coal 
and wear and tear of the trains. 

We gave these men a handsome 
present each as a recompense for 
working for us. 

- A Day of Mourning. 
The terrible accident on the Mel-

bourne to Geelong line, known as 
the Little River accident, when two 
trains met head on and two drivers, 
Jim Craig and Tom Kitchen, met 
their death; and on the same night 
and about the same time, the boiler 
of an engine blew up at Jackson's 
Creek, near Sunbury, and Hutcheson, 
the fireman, was killed and the dri-
ver, Jim Harris, severely injured. 
(Jim Harris is at present Iiving in 
North Melbourne). 

This came as a great shock to us 
enginemen. Jim Craig was one of 
the founders of the E.D., F. and C. 
Association, a man wonderfully re-
spected by officers and men. In 
fact, they were all liked and respect-
ed, and the regret about the two 
accidents was very widespread. 

The enginemen determined to have 
one day of mourning ,and obtained 
leave from the Department to put a 
band of black crape round the dome 
of each engine, so that one morning 
every engine that left a loco .shed 
had on the band of crape, which 
showed we were united in our grief 
and we had the sympathy of the 
public. 

A comical thing occurred this 
morning. A driver had just started 
after being on holidays and did not 
know anything of this. It was an 
early morning train, and as it com-
menced to get daylight" he remark-
to his fireman: "Do  you see any-
thing black around the dome?" His 
fireman, who knew what it was, said 
he could not see anything. After 
a bit the driver drew his mate's 
attention to it, but he still contended 
that the driver must be mistaken. 
At last, as it grew more Ight, the 
driver made a run round the engine 
and nearly fell off. When he got 
back to the footplate he again asked 
his mate if he could see black crape. 
When the fireman said no again the 
driver then said: Then I am going 
mad , and this is a warning to me. 
Black crape has been used on the 
footplate also to show disrespect. 
Some years ago a certain employee 
in Echuca was not very well liked 
and was removed to another station. 
On the day of his removal the driver 
and fireman on the train that took 
him away got an 'old gray belltopper 
each and wore them on the engine 
with about two yards of crape hang-
ing down. They were each fined 
two pounds for their bit of fun. 

GEORGE BROWN. 

Join the 

LOCO SELF-DENIAL 
FUND. 

No Entrance Fee. 

Do it Now and Help Yourself 
S. SAMSON, Secretary, 

136 Ross Street, Port Melbourne. 
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