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THE LOCO TFIEATRE  
Cleanliness 	Comfort 	Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures 

Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten 

UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL 

UNIONISTS, you know what the above 
means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
got, help them to keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia has 
the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to the boys and your 
families to 

Support The Loco. 

PROGRAMME CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY 

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE. 
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01It 3foolptatr. 
" They are slaves who will not dare 
All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

ASKIONOWN11/14WWWWW70961M/036/0301; 

MANAGERIAL NOTES. 
" The Footplate " is published 

monthly. 
All Branch Secretaries and Execu-

tive officers are empowered to act 
as agents for this journal. Hand 
your contributions, name and address 
to them. We do the rest. 

All matter intended for publication 
to be sent to the Editor, Mr. A. S. 
Drakeford, and should be addressed 
to Editor, " Footplate," Loco. Hall, 
V!ctoria-street, North Melbourne. 

Phone, Centeal 10236. 
Correspondents must attach their 

names and addresses, not necessarily 
for publication. No matter of a per-
sonal character will be published. 

Literary.—To ensure publication, 
contributions must be in not later 
than the 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. 'Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that " The 
Footplate" is sent to their private 
address, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, 
and forward same also to their 
Branch Secretary. 

EDITORIAL. 
—o— 

THE BALLARAT ELECTION. 

Th'ere is good reason to believe 
that the electors of this State. as 
well as the rest of Australia. have 
changed their political outlook dur-
ing the last few months, and in that 
connection the Ballarat election, to 
be held on July 10th Will be an 
item of considerable interest to our 
members, as well as to the general 
public. The morning daily papers 
are concentrating all their undoubt-
ed ability and shrewd, though by 
no means scrupulously used, know-
ledge of political tactics on the effort 
to make the by-election a " salary 
grab" issue. 

The columns of letters from al-
legedly outraged citizens appearing 
in the pages of the Collins Street 
guardians of the p ublic interest have 
all the appearance of having had 
life , breathed into them in the 
editorial sanctum, despite the var-
iety of means used to express their 
" uncontrollable indignation." The 
public are notoriously easily gulled,  

especially when the process is aided 
by constantly reiterated doses taken 
with one's morning meal as an aid 
to the mental digestion of one who is 
too indolent to do his or her own 
thinking. 

There is more- in one issue of the 
two morning dailies of Melbourne 
about this " awful political 
misdeed" than there is in the rest 
of the papers of Australia publish-
ed on the same date, and a reference 
to moat of the leading journals of 
the remainder of the Austrafian 
States would show that they have 
got over the rise in price of politi-
cal commodities in the Federal 
sphere as easily as they did their 
own unblushing fifty to one hundred 
per cent. increase in the price of 
inky wisdom, about which the poor, 
misguided public or its repfiresenta-
tives in Parliament were not consult-
ed, and which was not even hinted 
at "during the last elections." 

The Federal politicians gave them-selves a rise without a doubt, and if they had- waited for anyone else 
to do it they would have waited for ever and a day, just as would the 
"Age" and "Argus have done for 
some other power to step in and raise the price per issue. 

There was plenty of public indig-
nation about the press increase, par-
ticularly as the price of advertising 
had also had a 'big jump; but Parlia-
ment did not go mad about it, and as 
daily newspaper directorates are not elective and are answerable to ho one 
but the shareholders or themselves, 
the public soon got used to it, and 
will eventually forget that the papers which are flaying the profiteer in 
their columns, with biting sarcasm 
and ink which boils in the bottle 
With ',hot indignation, are, with 'tongue 
in cheek, calmly sharing in the pro-
fiteering process without fear of hav-ing to face the unfair profits com-
mission. 

Whatever may be the misdeeds and 
the mistakes of t he politicians, and 
whatever may be the faults of 
Hughes and his Government, and they are many, the, well, call it 
"courage," with which they faced 
the position and the facility with 
which they managed to get the in-
crease in Salaries Bill through the 
House, in spite of the vigilant and 
numerous eyes of the "Argus" and 
the suspicious and- witch-like divina-
tion of possible political depredation 
for which the "Age" is noted, com-
pels admiration. 

The morning press of Melbourne 
has no time for Parliament as an 
institution, and seemingly would like 
to see the privileges of the people's 
representatives curtailed to the point 
when the cur would be invisible and 
only the tail left, and that without 
a wag in it. If only "Hansard" 
could be wilied out, what a time 
the leader writers and political press 
wiseacres would have! 

The public of this young country, 
however, will be better served by its  

numerous and often blundering poli-
ticians than ever it will be' by a 
calculating coterie of ambitious edi-
tors and newspaper proprietors, and 
would be well advised t o swallow 
these press propagated prescriptions 
for political ilLs, if they must have 
such medicine, with sufficient salt 
to a,ct as an emetic befo-re its daily 
doses become assimilated. 

The election for Ballarat seat is 
not a salary g,rab issue, and the 
electors in that Federal constitu- 
ency would do well to record their 
votes with the object of giving ex- 
pression to their opinions of whether 
we should have a " National " or a 
Labor Government in Australia. The 
intrusion of the other candidates 
makes it almost impossible to get a 
clear-cut decision, but the experi- 
ence the people have had of " Nat- 
ional" Government during the past 
few years, and particularly during 
the 1 ast twelve months, should bring 
every available worker to the poll 
to vote for Labor candidate M'Grath. 

This is the first opportunity the 
people of this State have had of 
recordlng their views of Federal poli- 
tics at the ballot box since the 1918 
elections, and if the railway men of 
Ballarat are true to the class to 
which they belong, they will ignore 
the advice. of the "dailies," which 
sre in the hands of their political 
enemies, and refuse to be misled 
by "salary," "sectarian," or other 
side issues, and vote solidly for the 
return of the labor candidate whose 
duty it is to stand by the platform which ha.s for its object the ad- 
vancement of Australia by Austra- lians inbued with Australian ideals. 

ARTHUR S. DRAKEFORD. 

MONTH BY MONTII. 
AN ANXIOUS INDUSTRIAL SIT 

ATION. 
June, 1920, has been a month of 

anxiety and troublous times for 
those occupying positions of respon-
sibility in the world of Labor, and 
while the position has improved 
somewhat as a result of the settle-
ment of the Enginedrivers and Fire-
men's Strike and the prospective 
settlement pf the Gasworkers' trouble 
the industrial horizon seems by no 
means bright. 

Whilst cost of existence continues 
to advance with the speed of an 
express train driven by a full head 
of capitalistic steam, and wages fol-
low - in the rear, pushed forward by 
the tardy process of Arbitration 
Courts and Industrial Boards, like a 
slow goods hampered by a leaky 
train pipe, there will always be pre-
sent the elements of industrial 
turmoil. 

The settlement of the strike of 
stationary enginemen by direct ne-
gotiations with the employers' rep-
resentatives seems to indicate a de-
sire on the port of both sides to 
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get back to the simpler methods of 
the past. 

Waiting for months to ket into 
an Arbitration Court which is more 
congested than the Melbourne yard, 
is a prodess that tries severely the 
patience of men who feel that the 
reward of their labor is unfair and 
inadequate, no matter how strong 
their desire might be to have their 
industrial conditiona settled by "con-
stitutional" means. The fact that 
the Federal Government is by no 
means in a hurry to remedy the 
corntestion is not making the posi-
tion any better or easier. It is 
one of the pains and penalties the 
workers have condemned themselves 
to suffer by returning to power a 
Government which st,ands for the 
interests of capital. and won its way 
to popular approval with the support 
of the great newspapers of the Com-
monwealth on a press-created wave 
of "National" enthusiasm. There are 
prospects of the workers being in 
a p osition to reverse that vote in 
the not too distant future if the 
press which helped to place the Nat-
ionalists in power can only secure 
the support of the people to throw 
them out. 
KEEP YOUR POLITICAL AMMU-

NITION READY. 
I3e ready for political eventualities 

and don't repeat the blunders of the 
last elections! With a Labor Gov-
ernment in power it would be poss-
ible to place on the Statute Book of 
Australia laws that would enable 
it to regain the industrial lead it 
had in pre-war days, and if the 
press-made "salary grab" issue leads 
to an opportunity for the expres-
sion of the peoples' views on the 
National Government's failure to deal 
with Australian industrial and poli-
tical difficulties in an effective way, 
and the success of the individual 
members of Parliament in dealing 
with their own financial problems, 
then indeed, will the "grab" have 
proved a blessing in disguise. 

The "horror" which finds expres-
sion in the "Age" and "Argus" every 
day at the "audacity" of our poli-
tical representatives in voting them-
selves an increase of 60 per cent. in 
pay is an interesting exhibition of 
the pare With which our "great 
dailies" safeguard the public inter-
ests. and makes one wonder whether 
it would ,not be better to hand over 
our governmental machinery to the 
care of a scrupulous press which 
drew the line at a fifty per cent. 
increase in price only a very short 
time ago. It is no doubt an auda-
cious act on the part of mere mem-
bers of Parliament to raise the price 
of their political knowledge, ability 
and services to a greater de-
gree than did our purveyors of 
prepared political press opinions, 
but the difference in the press 
and parliamentary " grabs " is 
mtIV ten per cent., and as the press 
got in first and showed a gooa ex- 

ample, there should be hardly so 
much "surprise" at the politician 
following the "example" rather than 
the " advice " of their journalistic 
rivals. 

EMULATING THE DAILIES. 

The •."Age" and "Argus" gave a 
demonstration .which was so effective 
as to compel admiration and as imi-
tation is the since,rest form of flat-
tery, one becomes almost astounded 
at the depth and continuity of their 

dignation. The pemple were not 
consulted in either case; but, 0,s 
"Hansard" has very little circula-
tion outside the walls of Mechanics 
Institutes, Public Libraries and the 
sanctums of newspaper editors, the 
notice calling for public meeffegs of 
protest against the press increase 
passed wiitiout a revolution, despite 
the fact that the advertisement was 
free, which is far from being the case 
with most papers. 

It would seem as if there is very 
little to choose between those who 
guide us in the political and t,he jour-
iialistic world. and it would .also seem 
that the "grab" agitation is the out-
come of jealousy rather than a just-
ifiable feeling of outraged public 
morals. The politicians will nett 
a round sum of £50,000 per annum 
from the public purse by their al-
most unanimous agreement as to the 
need for a sixty per cent. increase 
to meet the eest of political exis-
tence; and the "Age" and "Argus" 
will gain. Well, heaven knows 
what the "Argus" will gain (the 
extent of its circulation is shrouded 
in aristocratic mystery), but the 
"Age," which boasts of a daily circula-
tion of 156,000, will gain to the 
extent of well over £100,000 per 
annum, and apologetically estimat-
ing the circulation of the "Argus" 
at half that of the "Age," the total 
gain of the Collins street dailies 
would pan out at £150,000 per an-
num, and this too without consulting 
their readers, the people. 

It is a sad world, indeed, and 
what with press grabs, political 
grabs, and the grabs of the profiteers 
there would appear to be little hope 
of anything being left for the poor 
public to lay its collee,tive grip upon. 
There is a ray of hope, however, 
in the thought that press, politician 
and profiteer have all proved con-
clusively that nothing less. than a 
fifty per cent. increase is worth con-
sideration in these days of high 
prices, and the loKic of their ex-
ample should prove irresistible in 
the Courts of Conciliation and Ar-
bitration, to which the rest of us are 
advised, cajoled, and even forced to 
go to obtain consideration for our 
claims. 
STATE POLITICAL PROSPECTS. 

The opening. of the State Parlia-
ment on June 30th comes as a re-
minder that this is the last session 
of the Victorian Parliament, and  

members should be arming themselves 
for the political fray.. 

At present it does not seem likely 
that more than one of the candi-
dates offering for election will. be  
men of railway experience; but for 
this the railway men have no one 
but themselves to blame. 

It is generally agreed that a mem-
ber of the State House with actual 
railway experience would be of con-
siderable assista,nce tò both sides of 
the House and particularly to the 
Labor Party when matters concern-
ing the Railways and the Service are 
being discussed; but while we have 
the right to belong to the Labor 
leagues and neglect to take advan-
tage of the opportunity to have some 
say in the selection of the Labor 
candidate for Parliamentary honours, 
then we might as well save our-
selves thn trouble of "grousing" at 
the fact that we are not represented. 

There Are several electorates .in 
which railway man could have a 
considerable influence in the winning 
,of a selection ballot, a,nd if the mem-
bers really desire to have a railway 
man. representing their interests in 
Parliament, then they should look up 
the Secretary of the nearest Labor 
league and join up at once, and get 
their friends, wives, and sweethearts to do likewise. The cost is trifling 
and any person joining will be swell-
ing the funds of the Party and 
giving himself a definite say in sel-
ecting- the Labor candidate for the 
constituency in which he resides. 

As an indication of the trend of 
thought of the Metropolitan mem-
bers on the question, it was decided 
bv the Central Branch that all mem-
bers in the metropolitan area be cir-
cularised respecting the matter. 
Country members can quite easily 
set the ball rolling for themselves, 
rand, once started, it will gather size 
find force as it grows. 

The prospects are that the coming 
fight will be a three-handed one, 
and there should be a good oppor-
tunity for members in most cases to 
record their votes in an order of 
preference that will show they take 
an intelligent interest in their own 
and their State's welfare. 

The doings of this session of Par-
liament will be full of interest anel 
should be closely watched. There 
are members who have shown them-
selves hereditary enemies of the 
workers, and they are mainly en-
trenched in electorates where pro-
greisive thought has not penetrated, 
and from which they will only be 
dislodged by a re-distribution of seats 
"bomb." This reform must came, 

- and railway men and women can 
speed the day by making themselves 
live political fa3tors in their respec-
tive districts. 

That our members are waking up 
to the need for interesting them-
selves in municipal politics is shown 
by the election of Comrade "Dave" 
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Moore to the Council of Stawell, and 
Comrade B. Devaney, of the Mel-
bourne City Council who can be relied 
upon to put up a fight for the demo-
cratic side in their respective 
spheres. 

Mr. A. Dobson, secretary of the 
Furniture Trades Uinon, pulled off 
a Labor victory in the Hopetoun 
Ward or the City Council by a 
majority of 324, and his makes the 
third Labor victory in succession for 
that Ward, and with Councillor R. 
O'Meara and Councillor B. Deveney 
makes the representation for Hope-
toun Ward three-fourths labor with 
prospective further victories in store, 
perhaps in other Wards. 

The result of the election, coming, 
as it; did, during the strike, and 
giving an increased labor majority, 
seems to indicate that the ratepay-
ers are recog.nising that the work-
ers' point of view must be repre-
sented by men pledged to the Labor 
cause on public bodies. 

THE SHORTER WORKING DAY 
CASE. 

Claisification Board matters have 
reached the stage where the condi-
tions of work of the service are 
about to be investigated. 

The case for the reduction of 
the working day to six hours forty 

minutes has been presented on ,behalf 
of the Association by the General 
Secretary, and the case for the 
V.R.U., together with special claims 
for certain grades, put forward by 
Mr. W. Smith, the V.R.U. General 
Secretary. !Those took up almost 
a fortnight's sitting of the Board, 
Mr. Coe, on behalf of the Loco. In-
stitute of Engineers, and Mr. R. 
Hodge representing the 'Leading 
Hands Assn. gave brief addresses in 
support, and several others repre-
senting organisations which were 
never heard of, while the fight for 
the establishment of the Board was 
m, also appeared before it. 

At the time of writing Mr. P. J. 
Carolan is engaged in replying to 
the claim on behalf of the Depart-
ment, and it has not yet been de-
cided whether it will be necessary 
for the Board to hear evidence from 
witnesses on the question. 

The claim has been exhaustively 
dealt with, much new ground hav-
ing .been broken,. and evidence and 
authorities from many quarters 
quoted. 

The patter being under considera-
tion, there is no need to say any-
thing further at this juncture than 
that the decision is eagerly awaited 
by the service as a whole, the rank 
arid file looking upon the pronoun-
cement of the Board on this import-
ant question as the basis of the rest 
of their working conditions covered 
by the payment of services for time 

lemployed. , 
The method Of future procedure 

has not yet been finally determined,  

but it is hoped that it will not be 
long before the rest of the working 
conditions are investigated, and some 
remedies applied for the purpose of 
relieving conditions which can best 
be described as being in a "chronic 
state of abnormality.' 
" H.C.L."—A NEW I3ASIC WAGE 
AND A HUMAN EXISTENCE. 

The matter or obtaining a read-
justment of the basic wage and the 
application of a proportional increase 
to all other rates of pay is osie 
which must receive consideration 
from the combined Unions at an 
'early date, a re-consideration being 
possible after June 30th. 

The general rise in the cost of 
commodities, aptly summed up by 
the expression " H.C.L.," and the 
prospects of further increases compels 
the matter receiving notice earlier 
than would have been the case under 
ordinary conditions. Alterations to 
hours of duty cannot be made re-

trospective under the Act, and will 
have to be first settled, and there is 
a strong. desire amongst the runnino. 
men to have the conditions respect': 
ing overtime, night-work, Sundays, 
and holiday duty, expenses, etc. etc., 
laid down by the Board as soon as it 
can be done, so that whatever ad 
justments are necessary can be 
promptly applied. 

It is admitted by the Depart-
ment that the Enginemen have met 
the situation created by the heavy 
traffic and congestion splendidly, but 
the bad conditions should not be 
tolerated one minute longer than is 
necessary and the Department 
should also rise to the occasion and 
assist in their removal at the ear-liest possible moment, by adding to 
the staff all t he men at present em-
ployed, and putting on enough ad-
ditional labor to enable men to 
obtain their rightful promotion and 
permit of enginemen leading lives in 
which the relaxation, recreation and 
leisure which is essential to a "hu-
man" existence, will play at least as 
large a port a,s does 'work" at the 
:present time. 

AN IMPORTANT EVENT. 
The 1900 Federal Conference pro-

mises to be the most important one 
yet held by the Federation, as it is 
anticipated that the formation of the 
A ustralian Broth,erhood of Locomo-
tive Enginemen will -be definitely 
launched as a result of the Confer-
ence, and, judging by the interest 
displayed by some of the other 
States concerning this matter, there 
is every reason to believe that the 
Enginemen of Australia are awaken-
ing tn the necessitv of the formation 
4)f a live organisation that will look 
after their wages and conditions 
from an Australian standpoint. 

A new oil table has been issued by 
the Supt. of -Loco. Supplies, and the 
already, scanty oil allowance has on 
many runs been further reduced 

Protests have been received from the 
Branches, and- the matter has been 
brought under the notice of the Supt. 
of Loco. Supplies, who states that 
if the men consider the oil supplied 
inadequate they should notify their 
Depot Foreman, who "has authority 
to issue the old allowance pending a 
test being made by a travelling 
foreman to see if the men's com-
plaint is justified. 

The general shortage of sponge 
cloths has again been brought under 
notice, and the promise given some 
time ago by the Supt. of Loco. Sup-
plies, that when sponge cloths are 
available that a smart amount of 
waste is to be issued weekly, to each 
man, was not bell'," given effect to 
in certain depots. at has now been 
decided that instructions are to be 
issued to all Depot Foremen, that 
when sponge cloths are not avail-
able, that half a pound of waste pet 
man weekly is to be issued. This 
is totally inadequate io enable En-
ginemen to perform -their work with 
any degree of cleanlinese or comfort 
And every effort is being. made to 
the powers that be to restore the 
we-war supplies of waste, as when 
the issue of waste was discontinued 
the Enginemen were given to un-
derstand that is would only be for 
the period of the war ; but it seems 
as if the Department is determined 
to deny the Enginemen the restora-
tion of this necessary commodity. 

GENERAL ITEMS 
Driver Watts, who is the driver-

fireman at Coleraine, has to perform 
the duties of washer-out every- third 
Sunday, for which time he has only 
bee,i paid at the rate of a fireman. 
A protest was entered against this 
and it has now been decided by the 
head office that in future he is to 
be paid at driver's rate for all time 
when washing out. 

The Cotnmissioners have now ap-proved of motormen being supplied 
with overcoats. The coats are to be made of similar material to that 
used in the guards' coats, and cer-
tain minor alterations desired by the 
motormen have been agreed to. It 
is expected that motormen will be 
called up this week to be mea,sured 
for their coats, as the contract for same has already been let. At pre-sent the delay is due to the fact that the contractor is unable to se-
cure suitable material for the coats. it is to be hoped that now the De-
partment has decided to tsupply ilnotor 
men with overcoats, that they will 
see that the best of material is used, as some of the material supplied for 
the motormen's uniforms is of very 
inferior quality. 

Fireman Scanlon was transferred 
for promotion to the big wheel class 
from Sale to Port Fairy. During 
the whole of his time he was un-
able to obtain house accommodation 
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at I'ort Fairy, and after passing for 
junior driving, lie .was transferred 
to .Traralgon. After considerable in-
quiries the Department deciderl to 
pay him expenses for the whole of 
the time he was. at Port Fairy. 

Since the allotment jobs have been 
abolished the Natimuk men are in 
the fortunate position of being paid 
for 'a. Iu11 month, although their to-
tal hours on duty do not amount to. 
full time. The amount of time they 
were overpaid each_ month has been 
steadily mounting up, and it- has 
been s'llown against them ltv the 
timekeeper. With a view tt: ob-
taining. a definite -ruling, this matter 
wa; taken. up with the Staff Office, 
and it has now been decided that, 
the men are to continue to be paid 
a full inenth, but. all time against 
them is te Ito wiped off quarterly, 
and at the beginning of each quarter 
the men are to start-off scratch and 
:lily overtime worked (luring one 
quarter cannot he held to -balance the 
short time of the previous quarter, 
hut each quarter is is to stand alone. 

GENERAL OFFICERS. 
President: J. Gault. 

Vice President: W. C. Clark. 
Treasurer: W. C. H. Collins. 

General Secretary: A. S. Drakeford. 
EXECUTIVE: 

IVIessrs. T. Bass, P. Cowling, B. 
Deveney, H. Higgs, H. Hammond, 
W. Lobb, T. Smith, W. Marston, 
R. C. M•Donald, T. G. Robinson, 
V. M. Brennan, J. Sullivan, S. Sam-
son, C. Rhodes, C. H. Morrison. 

Names and Addresses of Branch 
Secretaries for Year 1920. 

Ararat.—Mr. A. E. Finch, cir of 
Moore and Queen Streets. 

Ballarat.--Mr. J. Wilson, 74 Humffray 
Street South, Ballarat East. 

Denalla.—Mr. P. Corboy, Byrnes 
Street. 

Bendigo.—Mr. L. Hosking, " Gwen-
nap, ' Thistle Street. 

Central.—Mr. H. J. Hio-gs,"Zanti," 
Bent Street, Moonee Ponds. 

Dimboola.—Mr. F. Gray, Railway 
Station, Dimboola. 

Geelong.—Mr. J. Fuller, 254 Yarra 
Street, South Geelong. 

liorumburra.—Mr. L. Datson, Bourke 
Street. 

Maryborough.—Mr. F. Chamberlain, 
Victoria Parade. 

Seymour.—Mr. J. S. Pearce, "Rose-
lea," Oak Street. 

Stawell.—Mr. J. A. Rowlands, Jen-
nings Street. 

Traralgon.—Mr. P. Sullivan, Seymour 

Street. 

Wonthaggi.—Mr. W. Stibbs, 
Crescent. 

BRANCH REPORTS. 

ARARA.T.—The half yearly meet-
ing of the Branch was held in the 
Drivers' Room on Sunday, June 13. 
Comrade A. Lowerson presided, and 
there was an improvement in the 
attendance of m.embers; but there 
'are still a few vacant seats which 
we would like to see filled up, and 
ask that the stop-aways vvill give 
'us at least a couple of hours once a 
month. One new member-was elect-
ed and two more were nominated. 
Many grievances were . ventilated, 
some of a local nature, Which will 
be dealt, with by a deputation to the 
Foreman, the others are being sent 
on to the _Executive, one in particu-
lar being the utilising of cleaners 
who have only Just come on the, 
jolt as hotitlers. This is not a fair 
deal to our members, as the engines 
are not examined, and when the en-
gine is being examined by the driver 
before going on her next trip, the 
repairs and jt:ibs that he finds have 
to be ruShed over anyhow, or he 
gets out of the shed late...Theic.you 
are bothered to get a docket to 
to say why you were not out on time. 

1101 er source of annoyance has 
arrived here during the week,. in 
the shape of please explain why you 
did not wire for relief and for being 
on duty over 1.2 hours. I. can say 
that out of a hundred wires sent 
to the Foreman during,' the past few 
weeks that relief has not, been pro,' 
vided on one o.ccasion. There has 
not been au available driver, every-
one being. booked on jobs. No chalice 
of relief. Vet We are asked to ex-
plain why we never wired, and we 
Were cOnsidering ourselves lucky to 
get home in 12 hours, as many of 
our crews were and are on duty 
15 to 17 hours on many occasions. 
We now jiave a fepl more drivers 
here, b-dt only sufficient to run the 
trains, and hope, that more firemen 
will soon be examined, so that there 
may be a chance of getting relief 
,and also woeking off la.st year's holi-
davs.—A. E. FINCH. 

BENDIG0.—Monthly meeting was 
held in the Drivers' Room on Sun-
day, june 13, at 2.30 p.m., Mr. .T. 

M'Kerlie, in the chair. A large 
number of members were present-. 
A great amount of correspondence 
was read and received. A motion 
v,-as passed congratulating the Ex-
0(•iit i ye on the balance Sheet for 1919., 
Meinhers are of the opinion that 
the extra engine on the back of the 
train through the tunnel will just 
ahout meet their needs. We hope it 
will. It will mean getting through 
in quicker time. The Chairman re-
ported that the combined picnic with 
the V.R.U. will take place in Oct-
ober at (tastlemaine. A complimen-
tary ticket WaS eueivoci from the 

for their smoke night on 

June 19th. The Presideut WaS 

pointed to represent this Branch. 
Cmnplaints were heard a-bout the 
running sheet nearly always being in. 
the office on the afternoon shift and 
the wall sheet not being 'kept up 
to date; also, the bid cry lamp.s on 
engine's. . What, a sa.ving in fuel . it 
would be if the coal was supplied 
to the engines brok-en properly. Mem-'.- 
Jae.: are sorry the H.R.H. the Prince•• 
()I' Wales did not visit the loco. shed 
as we might have got the glass put 
in the windows around the shed. 
We -are hoping that something will 
be got for the night work from- the'. 
C. B., and be the means of reducing 
it to a minimum.—LES. HOSKING., 

BENALLA.—The ordinary monthly-
meeting was held in the ,Drivers' 
Room on ,Sunday, June -13th, Presi-
dent A.. Pevitt in the chair. The 
attendance was very fair and debate• 
very warm. The News Letter and 
a report of deputation to Commis-. 
sioners were read to the meeting 
and discussion on the.se matters oc-
cupied the best part, of an hour. 
Correspondence from the General Set-. 
retary W;r; reeei Ve (I, alld in the 
opinion of the meeting', much credit 
is due to the Executive for the satis-
factory solution of so .many of our 
troubles, but the action_ of the De-
partment in failing; to ca.rry out the 
safe working- principles, by their re-
fusal to shift a signal into a position 
that would enable enginemen to see 
it in. time to stop at such sitmal if , 
necessary, as it would mean sitiorten-
ing the road by 70 feet is surpris,e. 
ing, to say the least of it. Sunday 
work Caine for a good deal of dis-
cussion, a; 110W an eirgineman can 
never be sure if he has to work on 
Sunday or not. We have often hacl 
trains cancelled,. hut. now we are 
booked on to W rk 011 Sunday and 
on Saturday night or Sunday morn-
ing the t rain is cancelled. Benalla 
Branch will this year, for the first 
-time in its histary, be represented' 
at. the parliameot of the Association . 
by two delegates. Voting is now in-
progre.:s for the position of 2110 G.C. 
Delegate. Six drivers, all good 
members, have been nominated. for- - 
the position. The canvassing would 
remind one of a Federal election, 
Only financial members are entitled 

Ito a vote, and it is to be hoped that 
out. few backsliders will have real- - 
ised their obligation to their organ-
isation bv June 30th. The sooner 
the periodical increases corne into 
'force the better, as we have no first 
class firemen in this depot, and only-
three in the seecind class, two in - 
the third class, and over thirty super 
cletiner, who are full time tirintr. 
Both drivers and firemen classified 
as third class men are running. pass-- 
enger trainS constantly out of thiFt. 
depot. The coal traffic has eased 
oti a but traffic to the bottle,- 
is if anything, heavier than ever.. 
At every station and siding between 
Seymour and Albury we are greeted. 
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with a string of trucks loade'd with 
fodder for New South Wales. Since, 
our last meeting we have suffered 
a very severe loss in the .death of 
an old and. valued member, Comrade 
Jack Bruce, of Wodong,a, after an 
illness of only a week's duration. 
Jack was always ready to help any-
one in trouble, and always upheld 
the high ideals of our organisation. 
His last work was trying to get back 
itito the fold a member who had 
strayed, and he was successful. N 
final effort that we who have the 
interests of the organisation at heart 
may well envy. The ,svmpathy Of 
every member of th•e 13ehalla Branch 
goes out to MN. Bruce and family 
in their sad loss.—PHILIP COR-
1BOY. 

BALLARAT.—The monthly //met-
ing was held in the Drivers' Room 
on the 13th June, Mr. G. Cameron 
in the chair,. there being 25 mem-
bers present. Correspondence from 
the General Secretary was read and 
received re the item of an allowance 
of half a pound of waste per week 
when no sweat cloths were avail-

-able, caused great amusement. 
Business was of a local character—

accounts passed for payment, two 
new members elected, six new mem-
bers being nominated. The Foreman 
19 be interviewed re booking senior 
men on senior work, also that the 
8.28 p.m. down ex,press to be run 
by _Ballarat from this' depot. Stawell 
crews now running this train; also 
to provide regular firemen for all dri-
fvers as far a.s possible. There should 
be ne great difficulty in so doing: 

This practically concluded business. 
We are pleased to announce that 
five of our senior firemen have been 
successful in passing the examina-
tion for drivers, and have already 
been sent to other depots to relieve 
the strain of long, hours of work 
owing to a p-eneral shortage of men 
to cope witli work, which in Ball-
arat district cannot be said to be 
more than normal.. which leaves this 
depot with no marein in case of 
extra traffic. Our General Secre-
tary, Mr. Drakeford, passed through 
Ballarat on Saturday, 29th, and it 
was noticed with regret that he was 
feeling the strain of the heavy and 
responsible work which has fallen 
to his lot during- the strenuous indus-
trial times that have had to-be faced 
in recent years. Ballarat hopes it 
will not be long before the pressure 
relaxes and he is back to his old 
f orm again. 

The Ballarat electors are facing 
another Federal election, and will 
have the opportunity of putting in 
a representative who did not parti-
cipate in the salary grab, and who 
as a tried and trusted friend of the 
worker, in the person of Charlie 
M'Grath, on July 10th.—F. J. BAD-
ENHOPE. 

CENTRAL BRANCH.—The ordi-
nary meeting was held on the 13th 

inst, -when Ole atlembnm, was 
fair. Probably a large number v• 0,,, 
sleeping e,ff the effects of long. hairs 
and getting fit for more next week. 
Then a large number were work- 
ing. The remainder would be divid- 
ed between those who seldom attend, 
but as-e satisfied with what is done, 
and those who never attend. and 
who are never satisfied. 	Such is 
the way of the Labor movement, 
as this is onl.y typical of the rank 
'And file of Labor to-clav. Correspon- 
dence from Driver W. F. Fraser, 
Clea,ner L. G. Kent, and Tra•ralgon 
.Seereta,ry was sent on to• the Execu- 
tive. 	Fourteen • candidates 	Were 
elected members, and fifteen weise 
nominated. s,.--ak notice of motion was 
dealt with. and it was decided to 
circularise all members, asking, them 
Ito join a branch of the A.L.P. A 
similar motion relativ•e t3 a ,w.etcome 
honsie social to returned members 
was held over, as' only two returned 
men were present. The News Letter 
was read,. The President reported 
re drivers' kits, cleaners' lockers, 
L. W. roster, curtains, boxes, cow-
catchers on tender engines, doing 
suburban work, more hostlers, re-
pairs to engines and many other 
items of a less important nature. 
The Secretary reported re head 
lamps,- tireirons, A2 scrapers, desti-
nation boards, inen "ra•tting" in on 
•wrong shift, and also rea•d lists of 
men with excessive overtime, com-
piled in accordance with-the instruc-
tions of the Branch. The report of 
the deputation to the Commissioners 
Was read, but a,s we got nothing, 
there is nothing in it. The sooner 
deputations are abolished the better. 
It is, at beak a ¡primitive method 
of doing; business—nothing more than 
th-e cap-in-hand style. Under gene-
ral business, it was decided to place 
15 shift and the Gully rest job in 
the mixed roster. - It was also de-
cided to contribute no more mone.y 
to any fund in view of the troublons 
thrtes in front of us. A strong feel-
ing prevailed when a copy of some 
corresam,Comeo regard 
to long hours, also, when men are 
OCk and unable to send in word, 
they are asked for proof of their 

'Illness. Evidently these are attempts 
at discipline. In reality _they a•re 
only building up our case before 
the Board. Officers c•an get•• sick, 
but the rank and file cannot. It's 

sa. great thing this distinction shetw-een. 
the man on a salary and the man 
on daily pay,—H. J. HIGGS. 

DIMBOOLA.—There was a good 
attendance a•t our meeting on ¡Sunday, 
lath inst., the President in the-chair. 
The hour of opening had been put 
forward in the expectation that Mr. 
A. Galbraith would be present to 
open a. class in connection with the 
Raillevay Institute, but owing to ill-
ness Ale was unable to be present. 
A goo(' deal of interesting corres-
pondence was dealt with and much 
interest, was' shown in the report of  

deputation io the Commissioners, and 
disappointment at so many refusals. 
Many items of local interest were 
fleali with, some to be dealt with 
■\ ith the F. in C., others to be sent on to head office. la. special vote 
of thanks was; passed to Driver A. 
J. Rolph, Jeparit, who disposed of 
220 Peer-less benefit tickets, with-
out deducting a single ticket for 
commission. This surely is a record, and deserving of special notice. A 
rather serious' accident occurred on Friday evening, the 18111. Driver 
D. Smith. arriving with a heavily 
faden goods train (over 700 tortss, 
through his engine skidding, was un-
able to stet) at the 'home signal, 
being forced by the dead weight, 
assisted by a "greasy" rail and 
foggy weather. his engine collided 
with the van of a train -which was 
being shunted through a "crossover" 
only 168 feet inside the home sig-nal. The engine received only a, 
few "scratches," but the van was 
smashed and 'splintered, auk:1r a, boosie car had the end knocked in. Lucbk-
Lly no one was injured. The usual 
enquiry was held. but the finding is 
not yet announced. After being sus-
pendecl for only one day word came 
to start him again, much to the de-
light of all concerned.—F. GRAY. 

KORUMBURRA. 	13usiness was 
very hrisk at the lalf-yearly meet-
ing,. Items followed one another fast and furious, and a very large amount 
of business was transacted in a short 
period. Mr. A. Hellens directed ope-
rations from the chair and kept the 
ball 'soiling% Meetings like this are 
distinctly encouraging, and members 
will find that it pays to take an in-
terest, in the Branch affairs, when 
every man's grievance receives 
prompt consideration and attention. 
A large number of items were listed 
for deputation to the Fitter in Charge 
and were sympathetically received 
by him and settled satisfactorily to 
all cmmerned. -Fireman T. Fitch, of 
Port Albert, passed his driver's ex-
amination in theory la.st batch, and 
later the prictical test, and will no 
doubt be transferred for driving 
after passing roads and signals. 
There is plenty of room for him in 
the congested areas, even if 'accom-
panied by about nine hundred and 
ninety-nine others. Traffic here con-
tinues to be heavy, which is rather 
unusual so late in the season, and 
holidays appear to 1A-a a anatter for 
speculation again this year, in view 
of two years' leave being due in a 
number of cases. Heaven send us 
more drivers, and soonl—LEO. DAT-
SON. 

MARYBOROUGH.—The ordinary 
meeting .of the above Branch was 
held in -the General Waiting Room, 
Railway Station, on Sunday„Tune 
13th. There was a fair attendance, 
and seine of the older members are 
coming along. This is a very pleas-
ing outlook, as their help has been 
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missed in the past. There is plenty 
of room yet and to make the meet-
in,g, more uniform an invitation is 
extended to the cleaners who have 
;not vet put in an appearance in any 
greal iiumbers. It has been !said that 
'they could not get a hearing if they 
did-come; but don't ivorry over that. 
Come, and se,e for yourselves. Busi-
ness wits brist. The reading of the 
report of deputation to the Commis= 
sioners was listened to with interest, 
but menibers were not too well pleas-
ed with the Commissioners' reply 

a number of items, and it goes to 
prove that that way of getting 
wrongs righted is played out. A few 
items were sent on to the Executive. 
One was the no iight question. Well, 
this place 'is sadly neglected in the 
lighting. For almost a week the 
shed was illuminated by slush lamps, 
and the gas having failed, the light 
in the office is ifow a lantern, and 
although the loco. yard is like a 
line of trenches, these have been 
sunk in hope of finding the gas pipe. 
All efforts up till now have failed. 
But we wish them every success a.nd 
hope they find them soon. It is to 
be hoped that the Executive will 
be able to get the men who work 
work day shift to realise that it is 
'inconvenient to work at night with-
out lights, and that it is also danger-
ous, and that the lights will be fixed 
up before some accident or collision 
occurs. The question of running iS,un-
tday trains in this depot was discuss-
ted, and a resolution refusing to run 
them avas forwarded to the Execu-
tive for the C.M.E. Running Sun-
day trains may be justified in some 
cases,. but when it comes to, hauling 
wheat and wood, and general over-
time loading, it is past a joke, and 
although very little of this work has 
been done, it is hoped that the prac-
tice will be abolished. Up till a 
week or so ago we had been enjoy-
ing the result of the water which 
was hauled from Clunes, but the 
water-trains only run sometimes now 
and ive have a good pull from the 
Lake, with the old results. Stalling 
on account of dirty boilers is a com-
mon occurrence, and the officers who 
are responsible for the. Water trains 
being knocked out should have a 
go on Lake water. That would not 
work Out too good on papen, I gues.s. 
Our press correspondent, Mr. R. Cor-
nail was absent from the meeting 
on account of sickness in family, and 
I have to till the gap and give the 
news from this Branch. I will again 
ask members to roll up to the meet-
tngs and give 143 a hand to keep the 
ball rolling.—F. CHAMBERLAIN. 

PORT MELBOURNE.—Has the- de-
molition of our happy home com-
menced at last? Well, at all events 
the olcl car shed has been pulled 
down, and. is being utilised to repair 
the other sheds—not before time, 
either. With the ,pa,ssing of the 'old 
car shed many memories fade into  

the "good old has beens," with the 
hundreds of men who have passed 
through Port during their career. 
The memory of trudging in the wee 
stria' hours of the morning to the 
old car shed, facetiously called by 
some in later years, after the com-
ing of the motor car, the "garage," 
oft times in the case of firemen with 
the' driver gone before with the oil 
bottles and the "KEY" will remain 
evergreen. The Prince of Wales has 
come and gone and we are back 
in our old groove after all the rush 
and bustle. The burning question 
now is when do we get the extra 
T,r.ay. one of the innovations brought 
in for the Prince's visit was trucks 
loaded with bag,s of coal. Instead of 
going over the pit for coal engines 
were sent up the "willy" 
alongside the bag-laden truck, and 
by means of a unique contrivance 
the bunker was loaded up. The 
method was slow, painfully so, but 
the coal was good, so smiling faces 
'were the order of the day. Although 
Driver Fisher and his mate, who 
happens to be the writer, felt some-
what irritable when they were run 
into, a "Frankston, instead of doing 
their run, owing to the failure of 
the aforesaid contriva,nce to deliver 
the goods to titne. Lately we have 
been getting some good coal, mostly 
good Powlett, and the absence of 
ashes at the water cranes and in. 
the sidings, speaks louder than words 
for the g-ood coal. After inferior 
coal a fireman can appreciate good 
coal, espe,cially in suburban work. 
Towards the end of the month it is 
expected that the electric trains will 
be running on the Williamstown line. 
Now that the rush is over from the 
Prince's visit several motormen are 
back on the footplate with us pend-
ing the opening of that line. Several 
of our firemen are up in the next 
batch for drivino- in the persons of 
Messrs. Percy offatt, Bill Smith 
(weatherboard), and Jack Splatt. The 
other day I met old 'Bill Angwin, 
looking hale and hearty. He wishes 
to be remembered to all the boys 
:and to tell them he was taking life 
easy now.—C. H. MORRISON. 

STAWELL. — Our last monthly, 
meeting was held on Sunday, June 
13th, a good attendance present., 
After local items were clealt with 
and listed for deputation to Fore-
man, the Secretary read a s¡tate-
ment shelving, the amount collected 
for the wife of Comrade R. J. 
Harris, a sum of £,51 odd. This 
amount was raised with the help of 
most other branches of the Associa-
tion. It was decided to join with 
local Branch of the V.R.U. in hold-
ing a combined smoke night, and 
an invitation was extended to the 
Executive to have a member pre-
sent at smoke -night. After ap-
pointing a committee to work- up 
smoke night, the Chairman closed 
the meeting at 5 p.m. An item that 
will probably interest some of our  

members in other depots, who have 
at one time resided at Stowell, is 
the election -of Driver Dave Moore 
to the position of a member of the 
local council. "Davey" ,ot in by a 
majority of close on 1.00b votes. Not 
bad when you take into considera-
tion thére are, only 198 votes oti, the 
roll of the East Ward. Rumor lias 
it that several aspirants for munici-
pal honors are' going to oppose the 
four retiring councillors in .August. 
Go it, lads; you want A few more 
there yet. The smoke night was 
a great suceess. Mr. Fogarty and 
Mr. Drakeford were present,' and both 
placed some sound fa,cts before the 
comrades present. With musical items 
and a little lubrication, a 1 I enjoy-
able evening was spent. On Sun-
day Mr. Drakeford addreSsed a meet-
ing. of the' Association in the Drivers 
Room, and gave an interesting rind 
instructive address. He 'dealt with 
financial position of the ASsociation, 
Classification Board, and stated a 
good case for an Australian BIT-
therhood of Enginemen. Members 
are vitally interested in 'these mat-
ters, and he got a very attentive 
hearing,, at conclusion of Which a 
hearty vote of thanks was carried 
to the speaker. The. Chairman then 
closed the meeting at about 6 p.m.— 
J GEAREY. 

- WONTFIAGGL—Last Sunday was 
the first meeting of this Branch for 
about three months. This was due 
to laxity and carelessness of the 
members, and would indicate a very 
satisfied and contented depot, which 
however, is not the case. Since our 
previous meeting a new time table 
has -been -brought. into operation, 
and its principal features are long 
hours in addition to a ma.ximum of 
night shift. We submitted a time 
table which we believe would be 
more workable, and o-wing to reP-
resentations of the Executive, suc-
ceeded in getting a conference with 
the officers of the Train Running 
Branch, and our local deputy (Driver 
M. Darcy) was present to a.ssist 
Messrs. Drakeford and J. Gault, and 
although we do not know the result, 
we have reason to hope in the very 
near future for an improvement in 
the working conditions. At the 
meeting. reference was again made 
to the dilapidated condition of the 
engine shed and the lack of doors 
arid windows ,and the porous state 
of the roof, the bad lighting and 
impossibility of keeping., a slush lamp 
bunting this weather, are only a few 
of the defects. There is an old 
saying that "anything is good enough 
for the loco," and it is being well 
sustained here. A number of other 
items were dealt with, and the meet-
ing was something of a rec,ord in 
numbers . One new member (J. 
Johansen) was nominated. It is to 
be hoped that, the members will 
realise the importance of attending 
the meetings ,and not allow it to 
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lapse again fol. above l'eaSORS.—A. 
BRENNAN. 

TRARALGON.—Meeting of Branch 
held. on Sunday, 13th inst. Mr. H. 
Oxley occupied the chair. Attendance 
beltw the average, due to the run- 
ning. of several Sunday train.s and 
a lumber o'C crews away on rest jobs'. 
Correspondence dealt. with. 	News 
letter and report of deputation to 
Commissioners read. Members, par- 
ticularly those near promotion, are 
gratified with the result of the Ex-. 
ecutive's efforts in connection with 
the question of transfering for promo-
tion, pending- a 'decision by the C. 
:Board. A letter was received from 
members at Sale, expressing appre-
ciation df Executive's efforts in ob-
taining. relief for them of the work 
of coaling .engines. In -connection 
with this c&s.e: it is regretful. to notice 
that a certain superior officer, after 
doing his best to defeat the efforts 
of the' men to get a fair deal, should 
resort to threats and intimidation, 
apparently to prevent the man from-
attempting to further improve their 
,conclitions. When such threats are 
uttered it is clearly time that a 
representative of the Association be 
allowed to attend the Board of 'In-
Inquiry when a member is involved; ' 
also that the Appeal 'Board be con-
stituted of an equal number of rep-. 
resentatives of the employees and 
the Departnient, With an independent 
chairman. Traffic lemains brisk 
througheut the district, and despite 
the fact that numetanis additions 
have, been made to the biniiher of 
enginemea employed here, the num-
ber is still insufficient to cope with 
the traiIie -without excessive over-
time being worked. Sunday train 
running: appears to be a permanent 
arrangement in this district. Ap-
parently, six days a- week. is not 
enough to: railway men to work, or, 
at least, it is not enough for some. 
We have our share 'of .diSciples of 
the gospel propounded by the Prime 
Minister—work, work work. Look-
ing around, it appears to- me that 
railway 111011 are the only class 
called on to meet au abnormal de-
mand, for while a shortage appears 
to exist in evecything, mere particu-
larly in hotHe accominodation, 1 fail 
to. s. ee any. other trade werking 12 
hours a day seven days- a week in 
order that the supply may meet the 
demand. &amer or later a halt must 
be called if s itch conditions are not 
rectitied.—W. P. SULLIVAN.. 

SEYMOUR.-- rl`lie monthly meeting 
of the above II.ancit was held in the 
usual place at 2.30 p.m. on Sunday, 
juice 13. Air. W. Reid occupied 
the chair. A. fair attendance of mem-
bers was present. Sunday trains 
prevented a number of regular at-
tenders from being present. The 
News Lette,. and report of deptita-
ticm to the _Commissionees was fully 
discussed. The work of tlte General 
Officers and Executive was much ap- 

preeiated, but the result of deputa- 
tion' was keenly disappointing to the 
members, and this Branch is with 
the Executive re a tribunal constitut-
ed on the line,s of the C.B., to deal 
with our many grievances—long 
hours, no relief, dirty engines and beilers, dirty and inferior coal, in-
experienced firemen, increasing night 
trains, as Well as Sunday goods 
trains. The.se are the lot of engine-
men al this depot—Holidays comple-
tely hidden by a screen of ,shortage 
of inen, the Members- in the district 
are completely fe.d up with Sunday 
running, and a pe.tition signed by 
98 per cent. of the men concerned, 
has 'been lodged with ¡the Chief Mech-
anical Engineer, protesting against 
the ever-increasing Sunday work. 
The Members feel that theSe Sun-
day good§ trains bave come to stay, and wish to have the sa.me privilege as the general public--Subda.y, a dav 'of rest or to enable them to attend 
divine worship, if they so desire. Railivay men enterino. a church in this district become ajects of curi-osity, -even to the preacher in the 

80 seldom are they able to 
(attend. Otte wonders whether we hre 
removed to a, level above or below that of the blackfellow. -The article under the heading of '"Editorial," " The time for action," in the last issue of thiS interesting little paper 
is one that should commend itself to 
all our members, especially in view of what the Brotherhood form of organisation has •clone and is still doing in Great Britain and America, and should spur them onward for all they are worth. This .scribe is looking. forward to the coming Fed-
eral conference foi. big things in this direction. Our General Secretary deserves the best thanks of our As-
sociation for the good work and energy he ha; already put into this matter in the interests Of all engine 
men in the Comtnonwealth, and the 
Seymour _Branch vvishes him the suc-
cess lie deserves, and trusts that 
when out. delegates leave for that 
conference .they will have alefinite 
instructions in support of the Bro-therhood plan. We in Seymour have 
been wonderino. whether while we 
have all been rmsy gathering- up our 
2s. 9c1. per day rise and back pay, with prospects of more te follow, the claims of our advoc.ate have been 
'lost sight of. The good work ac-
complished was not forgotten by our sister organisation when its repre-
sentatives met in conference, and 
if our side has been overlooked so 
far, we hope it will be only tempo-
rarily. One of out. cleaners, Com-
rade T. O'Connor, met with a serious 
accident recently, which sent him 
to the local hospital in an uncon-
scious condition, in which state he 
remained fot. a _tin:blight. I jain pleas-
ed to say that he is improving in 
health at lime of writing. "Tom," 
his fathe,., awl other relatives have 
the sympathy of our members and 

our comrades rapid recovery to goo., 
health is , hoped for by his Mall y 
friends. Eight new members Al", ' 
elected at the meetino, -on Swill*, 
making a total of eighteen for the 
last three months . The members 
on all out-stations with the excep-
tion of orte driver have "cleaned 
up" financially for the first time 
for years. The back pay evidently 
had the desired effect. 'We trust 
the good nantc some of them have 
lately regained will be kept up.— 
J. S. PEARCE 

QUESTION BOX. 
What is the' difference betvveen the' 

Detroit lubricator and the mechaniq 
cal lubricator? 

Answer.—The Detroit lubricator is 
operated by hydrostatie pressure ob.- 
tained from a column of water ex.. 
tending front the top of the con 
denser to the oil reservoir. Oil 
passes through its specific gravity 
through the water in the S.F. cham-' 
bers; thence by gravitation, assisted 
,by a jet of steam, through the oil 
pipes and is sprayed through the 
choke plugs into steam chests and 
cylinders. The mechanical lubrica-
tor is operated by a number (usually 
eight) of small pumps' 'driven. by a 
crosshead, which, in turn, is moved 
by au eccentric attaChed to a shaft 
'driven by a ratchet connected by an 
adjustable lever to the main cross-
head of the locomotive. 'These 
Pumps force the oil through the oil 
pipes and check valves to the steam 
chests and cylinders. The ratchet is 
provided with a flushing handle, so 
when necessary the pumps may be 
worked by hand. 

Describe the action of the improv-
ed triple valve in service and emer-
gency. 

Answer.---When a service applica, 
tion is made the triple piston moves 
out, opening the graduating valve 
and closing the feed grooves. _In 
its further movement it draws out the. slide valve, which then connects 
the train. pipe with the bulb, making 
a local reduction on the T.P., re-
sulting lit the prompt action of the 
next taople valve. The triple - pis-
ton continues to move out until it 
reaches Die limit of its stroke; the 
graduating port in the slide valve-, 
then admits auxiliary reservoir air 
through the regulating valve to the 
brake cylinder. When the brake 
cylinder pressUre together with the 
40-lb. .spring on the regulating valve 
is greater than the auxiliary reser-
voir pressure the tegulating valve 
closes, but auxiliary- reservoir air 
still passes to brake cylinder through 
the small fininshing port, until the 
auxiliary reservoir pressure falls 
slightly below the train pressure; 
then triple piston closes the graduat-
ing valve. Should another reduction 
be made, the graduating. valve opens 
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and admits a corresponding quan-
tity of air from the 'auxiliary reser-
voir to brake cylinder. By increas-
ing train pressure or reducing auxil-
iary reservoir pressure the triple pis-
ton moves back to release position, 
taking with it the slide valve which 
then connects brake cylinder and 
-bulb with the atmosphere. When an 
emergency application is made the 
Asame action takes place. 

Describe the *action of the 1,913 
improved triple valve. 

Answ-er.—The action is the same 
as in the improved triple valve, de-
scribed above, except that the regu-
lating valve is normally held open 
'ity a 10-1b. spring, and closed by the 
brake cylinder pressure acting on 
a small piston in opposition to that 
spring. 

SPARKS. 
Eleatic motormen haNe been meas-

ured for their overcoats., and are 
looking forward to getting them at 
ran early date. It is' said that there 
lis a shortage of suitable material to 
complete the order, but it will not 
be because of a shortage of represen-
tation on the part of the Association 
if they are delayed till the warm 
weather sets in. 

—o-- 
The disposition of the employers 

towards direct negotiation With rep-
resentatives of employees is a 
healthy sign, and offers some hope 
that strikes of lengthy duration may 
be avoided in the future. 

er 

The amount realised by the Rail-
way employees picinc held at Cres-
wic kon Easter Saturday of this year 
reached a profit of £153 Os. 4d. of 
which £32 7s .3d. was added to the 
reserve fund and 50 per cent. of 
the remainder was given to the 
Maryborough Hospital, and the bal-
ance divided amongst deserving local 
charities. 

—o— 
President W. G. Hulse, Secretary 

J. Withell, Treasurer S. Poole and 
the energetic committee of ladies 
and gentlemen who managed the pic-i 
nic havw every reason to be proud 
of the results of their effort. 

—o— 
Our Tasmanian comrades have re-

(•eived Nattier increase of pay, 
bringing the maximunr for drivers 
from 16s. to 1 7s. 6d. per day, and to 
nremen from 12s. fid, to 14s. per 
(lay. 

—o— 
While these rates are anything but 

-atisfactory, they are a marked ad-
\ ance on those previously existing 
iind the result reflects great credit 
on General Secretary, Ray Connor 
and those associated with him in the 
uphill fight for better conditions in 

asmania. 

The "tight little island'' has been 
notoriously "tight" in its treatment  

of its locomotive men, but a well-
orOnised and intelligently-directed 
campaign has been carried on in 
Tasmania over a series of years bY 
the officers of the Division, and it 
is beginning to show signs of bearing 
good results. 

—o— 
Queensland Division had ls. per 

day added to their rates all round 
a little more than a month ago, and 
while this is appreciated, it is by no 
means satisfactory. 

—o— 
Nothing but a, proportional increase 

can be considered satisfactory from 
an engineman's standpoint. If cost 
of living, continues on the upward 
grade (and there is n(o sign yet of 
the top of the bank) and the basic 
wage follows without a preportional 
increase for men following callings 
where skill and 'judgment are re-
quired and responsibility is never 
absent, and the margin previously 
existing is merely maintained, then 
the discomfort and irregular life of 
a locomotive engineman will not be 
worth living. 

—o— 
South Australia has presented its 

case to the Government Workers' 
Tribunal, but no tidings are to hand 
,as to the result. These are anxious-
ly awaited on this side of the border. 

—o— 
It is expected- that the Labor Gov-

ernment of New South Wales will 
clean up the aftermath of the 1917 
strike, and it should be possible for 
our New South Wales brothers to 
get their grievances considered and 
wages and working conditions ven-
tilated before 'the Industrial Court 
in 1920. 

—o— 
If there is one thing more than an-

other that should be done by the 
Divisions of the Federation it is the 
formation of a common log of wages 
and working conditions for the loco-
motive men of Australia to be advo-
cated before all Boards, Courts, or 
other tribunals in Australia. 

—o— 
The adding on of the 2s. 10d. per 

'day increase granted by the Board 
of Trade of New South Wales to 
the railwaymen's wages is only an-
other instance of "preserving the 
margin' 'between the skilled add 

• unskilled worker, which does not 
• give satisfaction to 'the &Hied man. 

—o-- 
Encouraging reports are coming to 

hand from country Branches respect-
in gr. prompt payment of members' 
subscriptions, which justifies the hope 
that the q,uarter ending June 30th 
will prove a record. 

--o— 
The case for the forty-hour work-

ing week has been presented, and 
replied to by the Departmental rep-
resentative, Mr. P. J. Carolan, and 

. the verdict is being anxiously await-
ted on all sides. 

Monthly examinations are still be- - 
ing conducted by the Department 
for junior drivers' positions, and 
many of our members are taking 
full advantage of the opportunity to 
transfer from the "banjo" to the 
"regulator." 

The advice from the Executive is 
to keep fit and be ready for exam-
ination. Many more drivers are re-
quired to keep rthe overtime down 
and maintain a reasonable working 
day. 

—o— 
Arbitration Courts as a means of 

settling. the differences between em-
ployee and employer are proving far 
too slow to be satisfactory, while 
the "cost of existing" negotiates the 
obstacles in its path like a well-
trained Grand National candidate. 
Let us form our Federation into a 
Grand National Organisation that will 
nep.:otiate directly for the whole of 
the enginemen of Australia with OM' 
employers. When we succeed in do-
ing ,this we will hold the winning, 
ticket, and can look for "sweeping" 
victories. 

The press gave prominence to the 
invitation b y the Lord Mayor of 
Melbourne to Comrade Councillor B. 
B. Deveney to "take his coat off" 
while the stationary enginedrivers 
and firemen of the City Council were 
cult on strike, but overlooked the 
reply, which was to the effect that 
he would be willing to take up duty 
straight away as a "picket," while 
the Council prevented its employee,s 
getting a fair deal. 

Join the 

LOGO SELF-DENIAL 
FUND. 

No Entrance Fee. 

Contributions, 6d. per Week 
Benefits, 11 per Week 
Death Levy, ls. per Member 
Over SOO Members have joined this 

Fund. 
l6let a Rule Book on Seining. 
Rules must 1)e s trictly complied with 

Do it Now and Help Yourself 

S. SAMSON, Secretary, 
97 Rose Street, Port Melb. 
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Applying the Principle of Periodical Increases 
(Letter from the Commissioners). 

For the information of members 
a copy of a letter received from the 
Commissloners just in time to be 
included in the June issue of the 
"Footplate," is herewith published. 
While a settlement of the matter on 
the lines asked for by 'the Execu-
tive on behalf . of the Association, 
making the application of the new 
system date from 24th February, with 
the opportunity provided for engine-
men who have not transferred to 
return to their original station, would 
have been more, satisfactory from 
the standpoint of members gener-
ally, the decision conveyed in the 
letter will have the effect of putting 
the enginemen in a better position 
than has existed since the 24th of 
February. Our members will be able 
'at last to rest secure in the know-
ledge that if t hey do not apply for 
a position at a place to which they 
do not desire to go, they will not be 
penalised by loss of seniority to 
junior men who are in a "'more fav-
oured position to accept transfer. 

Victorian Railways. 
Conimissioners' Office, Spencer St., 

Melbourne, june 28, 1920. 
Dear Sir,---Adverting to your letter 

of 31st ultimo, and to the interview 
which a deputation from your Asso-
ciation had with the Commissioners 
DI1 21st instant, relative to the ivies-
lion of promotions and seniority aris-
ing out of the alteration in the sys-
tem of promotion of Enginemen, I 
am directed to intimate that the 
Commissioners regret they cannot 'see 
their way to agree to the request of 
your Association that the new (system 
should be made retrospective to Feb. 
24th, 1920, i.e., the date on which 
the Commissioners originally inti-
mated that they would concede the 
principle of periodical increases to 
Enginemen and would not oppose 
before the Classification Board the 
question of standardisation in some 
form or other . 

During the period between this 
,date" and the date on which the Com-
missioners approved of an alteration 
in the system of filling second-class 
vacancies in the grades of Engine-
Driver and Fireman, pending the in-
troduction of the new system of 
classification, viz., 7th May, 1920, ap-
plications were invited for a num-
ber of vacancies for Enginemen, but 
although appointments were sanction-
ed in respect of many of these *va-
cancies, it was not practicable to 
arrange the transfers in strict order 
of seniority, and consequently junior 
men were in some cases transferred 
and received their promotion before 
other successful applicants who were 
senior to them. 

The Commissioners consider that it 
would ,be unfair to 'the Inen Who have 
already been promoted and trans- 

ferred to the new positions to now 
oblige them to forfeit such .promo-
tion, and lose the advantage which 
they have gained in seniority, aud 
they Also consider that it would be 
unfair to penalise senior successful 
applicants because their transfer 
',ould not be arranged prior to or 
at the same tifne Junior Engine-
men, and after careful consideration 
of the whole question it has been 
decided:— 

a) That Enginemen who have al-
ready been transferred for promo-
tion under the old system between 
24th February, 1920, and May 7th, 
1920, shall retain the advantages 
which they have gained by their 
transfer. 

("2) That all Enginemen who were 
definitely promoted, but whose trans-
fer has not yet been effected shall 
be given the opportunity of trans-
ferring on the understanding that if 
they accept such transfer they will 
he accorded the position on the sen-
fority list which they would have 
occupied had the transfer been car-
ried out at the due date, or, alter-
natively, if they are not now willing 
to accept the transfer they shall 
remain in their present position on 
the seniority list. 

(3) That employees who were act-
ually promoted, but whose transfers 
have been deferred and who in the 
meantime have become entitled to 
Advancement to a higher grade than 
that to which it was originally pro-
posed t o appoint them shall be ac-
corded any advantages in position 
or seniority ,which they would have 
gained, assuming that the transfers 
had. been carried out at the proper 
time. 

(4). That the altered system shall 
be applied in respect of all other 
vacancies. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd ) GEO. SUTTON, 

Secretary. 
NIr. A. S. Drakeford, 

General Secretary, 
Loco. E.D.,F. and C. Assn., 

Victoria Street, 
North Melbourne. 

The letters from the Commission-
ers of the 8th and 17th ultimo, 
which have already appeared in the 
May issue of the 'Footplate," make 
it clear that only Enginemen or 
Motormen desiring promotion to the 
position of first-class driver will need 
to accept transfer too btain promo-
tion, and that in cases where men 
are called upon to fill the positions 
advertised as vazant, the success-
ful applicant will be paid an allow-
ance to bring his rate of pay . up tx. 
that at which the work is classed 
without gaining any advantage in 
seniority. 

This will enable the period of 
waiting for the Board to deal with 
the periodical increase question to 
be passed through withoiu t serious 
injustice to anyone except men due 
for promotion to the 'first grade dri-
ver's position, and Will be welcom' 
ed throughout Victoria as a practical 
step in the direction of putting an 
end to the system under which Vic-
torian Enginemen suffered since 1903. 

We will not, however, be in line 
with our comrades of the footplate 
in Great 13ritain until promotion is 
made possible for drivers, firemen, 
electric motormen and helpers to the 
highest rates of pay and positions 
according to years of Service in each 
grade. 

The conditions existing in Great 
Britain are the result of direct ne-
gotiations between the representa-
tives of the locomotive men's organ-
isations one' the representatives of 
the Government wnich is controlling 
the railways, arid rql/eS engine men 
rates of pay accoAing to years of 
experience throughout Great Britain, 
regardless of the importance of the 
Company by which they were origin-
ally employed. 

lt is hoped by the Executive that 
it will not be long before this prin-
ciple evolved by agreerhent between 
representatives of the 'British Rail-
way Executive Committee and the 
Onion representatives, ana forought 
into operation in August, 1919, will 
be applied throughout the State and 
the rest of the Commonwealth, 
where necessary. 

It is anticipated that by the time 
this information reaches our mem-
bers application will htive been in-
vited for vacancies which have been 
held up owing to the Association's 
desire that matters should be put on 
a more satisfactory footing. It was 
made clear to the Comaiissioners by 
the deputation which waited upon 
-them that it was desired that men 
who had accepted promotion to v.ac-
ancies in higher grades Wider-Alm 
old conditions, iu the belief; tliat ,they 
would be gjven an oppertnirity to 
return to their homes, should be 
Wven that chance, and the Commis-
sioners agreed that that W'ould be, 
'done as soon as possible, after the 
conaitions applyiTig to tfieir transier 
liad been complied with. 

It was also urged that the men 
wlro had been filling higher posi-
tions since the 24th of February, 
owing, to no opportunity having been 
made should be paid an allowance to 
bring the rate of •pay up to the 
higher grade, so that no advantage 
should be reaped by the Department 
owing, to the vacancies not being 
filled, and the Commissioners have 
promised to consider thiS request. 
A reply, however, is not to hand 
in time for publication in this issue. 
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OPEN PAGE. 
(The views expressed by corres-

pondents are not necessarily the v.ews 
of " The Footplate," and it accepts 
no responsibility for them. They ars 
published to give the opportunity to 
members to voice and exchange 
views on matters of interest to mem-
ers within reasonable limits.) 

A QUEENSLAND LETTER. 

To the Editor. 
Sir,--Will you grant me space for 

the purpose of disclosing to readers 
of the " Footplate," but particularly 
members of the Victorian Division, 
matters from this Division that may 
be cf interest to loco. men generally. 
First let me congratulate the Victor-
ian men on the success of theft' ef-
forts through the medium of the 
R.C.B. for the recognition they have 
received from the Victorian Govern-
ment in the shatie of an increase in 
wages of 2s. 9d. per day. I trust 
the R.C.B. continue its efforts.. 
I am sure the Victorian men 
tairoughly appreciate its work, 
which speaks vfell for the personnel 
of. the Board. e 

Quite recently a move was made 
by.. the A.W.U. to unite all Rail-
way units in Queensland. The E.F. 
wed C. was represented at the Con-
ferénce, but did not conform or affi-
liate in any way with the proposal. 
Since then another proposal vi-as 
meee at Ipswich. On this occasion 
the scheme was to amalgamate the 
skilled workers for the purpose of 
consolidating- power among those 
concerned. The delegates of the E., 
F. and C. of Queensland were in 
sympathy with the project; conse-
quently a ballot is to be taken 
aniong our members. 

Of course the Federal Executive 
will be consulted on the matter, as 
the, project may interfere with the 
Brotherhood scheme which was de-
cided upon at the 'Adelaide Confer-
ence. Giving my personal opinion, 
I favor the 'Brotherhood scheme. 
Should the Brotherhood not become 
a live organisation, I would sup-
port strongly the amalgamation of 
skilled workers. 

The various unions took up with 
the Railway Department to arrange 
for members' tickets to be present-
ed at the pay window when drawing 
their pay, for the purpose of ascer-
taining if all employees belonged to 
some union and if they Were all 
financlal. The effect vvats marvellous. 
Some who were in arrears made 
themselves financial, while I was in-
formed that some rion-members were 
discovered. The idea is good in 
some respects, but in others it is 
not. To the conscientious and fin-
ancial unionists it iepeared to them 
to be tinged with s.coercion. Those 
in authority in the unions should 
give mark'ed attention to the morale  

of 	the 	union, 	a,s 	it requires 
delicate handling. However, it 
may be the means of awak-
ening; interest among the mem-
bers and induce them to dis-
play more activity in matters which 
tare t o them of paramount importance. 

A few weeks ago the unions ap-
proached the Arbitration Court, seek-
irfg a variation of the 1919 award. 
They asked that all employees be 
brought up to the basic wage of £3 
17s. 6d. per week. Mr. Justice 
M'Cawley demurred at first, as the 
question arose of differentiating be-
tween married and single men. This 
was ultimately overcome, the Court 
having no jurisdiction ón such a 
question. The unions asked for 21-,d. 
per hour. The Court granted 10. 
per hour increase, the .vAriation to 
take effect from April lst till the 
new award is gazetted in July next. 
This increase lifts the basic wage 
from £3 7s. 6d. to £13. 13s. 6d. 
The cost of living 'compelled the un-
ions to approach the Court for the 
variation. 

The unions intend seeking a gene-
ral variation in July. The log for 
the E., F. and C. has been framed. 
A copy of the log will be forward-
ed to you at an early date. The 
following extracts rnay be of interest. 

A claim is being made for a 44 
hour week, or seven hours and 20 
minute day, with a guarantee of 
time. Work done between 9 p.m. 
and 5 ana. to be paid for at time 
and a half rates. Rates of pay for 
firemen to be 18s. per day for the 
first year and 19s. per day there-
after. A fireman who has passed 
a driver's examination to get 4th 
class driver's rates while acting as 
driver; after doing 313 turns as dri-
ver and ' is subsequently put firing, 
he is to get 6d. per day above a 
first class fireman's rate until he is 
classed as driver, i.e. 19s. 6d. per 
day. The rates for the four respec-
tive driver's grades being set at 
21s., 22s., 23s., and 24s. per day. 
These figures apply to the Southern 
Division; of course the Central and 
Northern Divisions will get the usual 
district percentage of increase. I 
have been informed that Mr. Justice 
MacNaughton will hear the argu-
ment for the 1920 award. I do not 
think the rates claimed are in any 
w-ay excessive, for i think every 
driver and fireman will agree that 
footplate work is unique and carries 
hazards not only numerous but of 
a momentous character. Conditions 
of w-ork ate not by any means com-
fortable, particularly the hours. It 
is necessary that drivers and firemen 
should be sound in every respect. 
lt is most essential that the stand-
ard of the positions be kept at a 
high level, and the rates of wages 
to conform with the positions. 

The Federal Conference is to take 
place in Queensland in September 
next. It is to be hoped that the 
Conference will give the Federation 
a little life, for at present the Fed- 

eration is only so in title. If the 
railways were under Commonwealth 
control, then perhaps the Federa-
tion would come well into promi-
Deuce. In conclusion., I trust I have 
asked for none too much space in the 
"Footplate" columns, and again wish-
ing the Victorian Division and the 
R.C.B. every success. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours etc., 

DEFENSOR JUSTICIA. 
May 13, 1920. 

ateillettletteeteetteetet tettfeet 
SHE WON'T GO! 

I'm disgraced boys! Stuck up on 
the fiat and bnly seven caches on. 
Three engines hooked on at that. 
And she wouldn't budge! There 
were three other suburban trains 
vraiting and an interstate mail train 
bellowing outside at the stick—all 
waiting for us to get out . of the 
way. We tried her forward; but 
she was as silent as the tomb of 
Mahomet. Back; yes, sure enough; 
she would •go back; but we wanted 
her to go the other way. For-
ward again. Nothing doing. Looked 
over the switches. They were all 
in. The lights were all lit up. The 
trip was in; compressors working 
like the kettles of an Anzac regi-
ment; all three dynamotors were 
singing hymns of derision. Pass-
engers used coarse language, and 
the S.M. expressed himself in pro-
fane diatribes, while the signal-
men up aloft wagged the stick till 
it nearly sawed itself off its pivot. 
'Phone messages arrived from sev-
eral distant suburbs, inquiring tbe 
cause of the delay. The guard, 
while running back to the second 
'controller, fell over a truck, and 
promptly threw three milk-cans into 
the pit, to Iceep up his end. It 
was only to find the handle of the 
second instrument go round like a 
churn No budge, except ba,ck-
wards, like a certain beast of burden. 
Yet they say the new job is all 
right. It's no use, boya. An en-
gineman's destiny is to worry. We 
might as well be resigned to our 
fate. Even the driver who found 
a comet was only abused for being 
siut of bed so early! 

LAME ENGINES. 
"The schoolboy, wandering through 

the woods, 
To pluck the primrose gay, 

Starts thy curious note to hear, 
And imitates thy lay." 
What engineman has not seen the 

boys along the track imitating the 
rhythm of his engine? And why is 
it that the schoolboy can tell that 
there is something wrong? We, ex-
perts cannot, or do not, attend to the 
defect. T.here are overwhelming rea-
sons why we should. High coal 
consumption, loss of tractive power, 
pounding axle boxes and bie ends, 
overheated smokeboxes and ;bowers 
of sparks, are all evils that grise 
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from lame engines. The locomotive 
is a wasteful machine at its best; 
at its worst, the waste is enormous. 
In a huge business, such as cur ser-
vice, the sum actually wasted by 
the locomotives that run our millions 
of train miles would easily balance 
the departmental ledger, provide the 
funds necessary to give the staff 
better conditions, and still leave a 
substantial credit balance. , The fact 
that the remedy is òbvious and sim-
ple only serves to make us the more 
perplexed at the prevalence of the 
evil. And there is no difficulty in 
t.liagnosing the case of a lame engine. 
For it is shouted- loud and long in 
every stroke of her pistons; it is 
manifested in every motion and im-
pulse from the funnel to the draw-
bar of the tender. In the case 
of the fireman the evidence is pain-
ful. He has to build a kind of dam 
on the grate to keep the fire from 
being, lifted bodily into the smoke-
box, and at the same time to apply 
in some measure the art and sci-
ence , of combustion. The driver 
knows that one side of his engine 
is trging to stall the train; but, like 
brer rabbit, he lays low and sez 
nuffln. But he feels for his old 
stump of pencil and thinks hard of 
The Book away ba,ck at the depot. 
Since, then, the raison d'etre of lame 
engines does not rest upon the run-
ning section of the staff, where shall 

.we look to find the responsible par-
ties ? Is it the inefficiency of the 
mechanical staff ? No. The design-
ers of the A2 and Cl obviously are 
clear of such a charge. The travel-
ling officers ? No. The prevalence 
of the evil is too widespread. But 
it is not so much to lay the blame 
at any particular quarter as it is to 
apply the remedy. To hear the 
"Sydney" or the "Adelaide" pass 
is a rousing incident even for a 
layman. The regular rhythm of the 
exhaust steam and steady, balanced 
carriage of the engine denote skil-
fully adjusted valves and running 
gear, and denotes too the care and 
attention of those who operate them. 
To be present when Cl is signalled, 
with her 500 odd tons behind her, is 
to feel a thrill of pride in the call-
ing of those to whom she is entrust-
ed, and admiration for the intellect 
and execution of which she is 'a 
manifestation. But why are these 
the exceptions and not the rule ? 

" The Footplate " asks the question 
in the knowledge that unionism aims 
at a constructive rather than de-
structive objective. 

kt.A.H. 

Early Days in the Victorian 
Railways. 

By George 'Brown. 
The outcome of the private quarrel 

between the driver in charge and 
my old soldier mate was the posting 
of a notice In the shed. (I took a  

copy of this at the time, and still 
have it.) Cleaner Murphy to start 
'-iZ-or'k at 10.30 p.m., finish at 10.30 
a.m. On this shift 4,he engine shed 
and pits to be kept clean. Cleaner 
Brown to start 7 a.m. till 9 a.m., 
resume work at 1.30 p.m., finish at 
10.30 p.m. On this shift to clean 
ash pits and oil turntable. Change 
shifts each alternate week. Sfitne-
times through extra 'heavy leading 
or rough weather a few ba,gs of coal 
would be taken from the stage. If 
a truck came to replenish this stock 
the cleaner on this shift had to dis-
charge the truck. In looking back 
thew I can hardly imagfne such hours 
and work. Here was one engine 
standing in the shed all day until 
4.30 p.m., and yet the cleaner had 
to come on from 10.30 p.m. till 10. 
30 a.m. to clean it. The other en-
gine in the shed nearly all day, yet 
the cleaner had to do a broken 
shift to clean it. No evening off 
for either man. 

The first trouble arose through 
the fireman having to help in turn-
ing the turntable. This led to a 
fight between Tim Judge and my-
self. Tim wa,s a well-known wild 
character. Everyone liked him, but 
everyone waS afraid of him. He 

was a great boxer, and wrestler, 
and was always prepa,red to fight 
anyone and everyone. He was 
about sixty years of age at this time 
and was generally known as Tim the 
devil. Ile had been put back firing 
for burning the boiler .of engine No. 
33. - This was Tim's engine, and he 
had christened her Old Biddy, and 
the engine went under that name for 
many years. I dare say she is often 
called that name yet in Bendigo. 
However, Old Tim and. I fell out 
over the turning of the engine on 
the table, which was really too much 
for only two men to turn. Tim 
said that I was loafing on him, 
which I certainly was not. The 
driver having gone home, I got on 
the footplate with Tim to run the 
engine into the shed. While the 
engine was moving he reached out 
and pulled my nose. I said all right 
I will ptill your nose presently. As 
soon as 'the engine it'oppell'. fn the 
shed and 'Tim 'had pulled 'the lever 
into the centre notch I got a good 
hold of Tim's nose. Then the fun 
commenced. We could soon see that 
if we kept fighting on the footplate 
we stood a good chance of both be-
ing killed. So Tim proposed that 
we sliCuld have it-out in the engine-
naen's room. There being four bed-
rooms and a large room for cooking 
purposes in -the 'Abed. When we 
started in the roorif I soon began to 
think that the roof was falling down 
in places. Tim was too clever with 
his feet. At last we went out to-
gether to the tap under the coal 
stage to wash the blood off our faces. 
Old Tim put out his hand and said 
it was all his fault, and that I was 
a, regular young brick. We were  

the best of friends until his death 
in the Bendigo Hospital. He was 
always greatly pleased to see me 
when I went to see how he -was 
getting on . There is no doubt that 
tb.e hours we worked and the work 
we h ad to do hastened my o/d mate's 
death. There was no chance of our 
getting proper rest or sleep. 
have gone into the shed and seen 
old Peter lying on the s'hed floor 
alongside his slush lamp and per-
haps two or three blackfellows try-
ing to help him by trying to dean 
the engine wheels. Anyone could ;see 
that the old man could not stand 
this long. But he would not com-
tlain or let me do so. But it hap-
pened that Mr. S. Mirls, who after-
wards became loco. supt. (he was 
then clerk in the office of Mr. F. C. 
Christy, Loco. Supt.) carne to Ychuca 
on a holiday. I prevailed on Peter 
to go with me and explain matters 
to him. He said that we should 
write in about it at once and that 
he would then see about it. I wrote 
out a statement and 'both of us 
signed it. An answer came back, 
which I have still in my possession, 
stating, that Mr .F. C. Christy would 
shortly come to Echuca to inquire 
into our hours of cleaning. By this 
time the old man was dying. I 
tried to explain the memo. to him, 
but he was too far gone to under-
stand it. I was shortly afterwards 
shifted back to Bendigo and the 
cleaners were put back on the day 
shift. 

So this was my first experience of 
having to fight for what was right. 

(To be continued.) 

XOTICE TO MEMBERS. 

Would any MeMber knowing the 
whereabouts of a box belonging. to 
our late Comrade George Shaw, who 
for some time prior to his death was 
on the relieving staff as a third-class 
driver and was temporarily employed 
at many stations and depots through-
out the State, please communicate 
with Mr. Richards, Railway Cres-
cent, Maryborough. 

It is thought that the box may 
kiave been left at some place or 
station where he has been sent re-
lieving^ . 
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