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THE LOCO THEATRE 
Cleanliness 	Comfort 	Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures 

Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten 

UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL 

UNIONISTS, you know Inhat the above 
means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Seryice or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
got, help them to keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia has 
the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to the boys and your 
families to 

Support The Loco. 

PROGRAMME CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY 

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE 
eZAT 
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Otifr NvotpIntr. 
" They are slaves who will not dare 
All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

ihiliKROMMAIRMAIMISXIMVAIWASZAlAl 

MANAGERIAL NOTES. 
" The Footplate " is published 

monthly. 
All Branch Secretaries-and Execu-

tive officers are empowered to act 
as agents for this journal. Hand 
your contributions, name and Address 
to them. We do the rest. 

All matter intended for publication 
to be sent to the Editor, Mr. A. B. 
Drakeford, and should be addressed 
to Edftor, " Footplate," Loco. Hall, 
Victoria-street, North Melbourne. 

Phone, Centeal 10235. 
Correspondents must attach their 

names and addresses, not necessarily 
for publication. No matter of a per-
sonal character will be published. 

Lfterary.—To ensure publication, 
contributions must be in not later 
than the 19th of each month. Branch 
reports should be in the hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that " The 
Footplate" is sent to their private 
address, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, 
and forward same also to their 
Branch Secretary. 

1111.16MfettelflfekerNSIelfekeMPIllelfIlltlf1V 

EDITORIAL. 
OUR INDUSTRIAL FATE. 

The Bill for the creation of An 
Industrial Tribunal for the Railway 
Service is now before the State 
House of Assembly for considera-
tion, and the debate on the second 
reading of the Bill stands adjourned. , 

It is impossible in the limits of 
space available to deal with some of 
the objections that have been raised 
in the Rouse, but there has become 
evident a feeling which apparently 
had been held in restraint with diffi-
culty by some of the Government's 
suporters against it being allowed 
to redeem its very definite promise 
that a means would be provided 
for Railwaymen to obtain the indus-
trial justice to which "political stag-
nation," masquerading under the name 
of "Liberalism," has for years deli-
berately barred the way. 

It is astounding to think in these 
days when the time of the world's 

statesmen is being _as much taken 
up .witli Industrial as Na,tional prob-
lem8 that there should be a ehadow 
oi doubt about th_e,,,,,principle .being 
approvsd, 'of even in Vietoria, but 
such unfo-itiinatel is She case. 

Some of the.. Speeches. indicate a 
lack of faith the representatives 
of the 0°ml:1-fission* to de justice 
to their resiensihle 4Dositions- of trugt 
on such amloard. This is as paltry 
as-it is surprising; and the inference 
to be taken from them is that the 
four members of the Board, other 
than the judge, would if not exactly 
conspire together to make things 
good for each other at the expense 
of the public purse, at least make 
increases of pay and improved work-
ing eonditions so easily obtainable 
as to make possible in the near 
future an unjustifiable increase in 
the freights and fares. 

If there is any reason to believe 
that the Commissioners' representa-
tives would be Willine to make things 
easy for the realisabtion of the em-
ployees' claims, hew- is it that the 
employees are now- and have been 
for years doing their utmost to get 
away from the system of the Com-
missioners' absolute power to deter-
mine the wages and working condi-
tions of the employees? 

Whether or not the public will 
be represented by commercial men, 
lawyers, politicians, or any other 
section 'is for Parliament to say. 

The Railwaymen, however, cannot 
be any longer expected to put up 
with a scheme which will always 
rank as a curiosity amongst accept-
ed means of settling differences be-
tween employers and employed, and 
equal representation of the em-
ployees with the total of all other 
interests represented on the Board, 
with an independent chairnian is now 
a cardinal principle, from which the 
men cannot be made to depart. 

It has been recognised for ages 
that "hope long deferred maketh the 
heart sick,"—and if the reasonable 
and justifiable ftopes of the Rail-
waymen of the State are not realised 
then 	is inevitable that a change 
of disposition and of 	„inn t 
follow. 	 , 

Se verekl- 
shown that the3,--.appreciate the feet 
that the times have changed, and 
that in many countries the outlook , 
of those who have consiste y op-
posed the claims of the. s has 
been chang'ed by the war; b there 
is evidence in recent copies of Han-
sard that the views of some of the 
supporters of the Government are 
so fixed as to prevent as far .as they 
are concerned, justice ever being ob-
tained for Railwaymen by constitu-
tional methods. 

The Railwaymen expect that they 
will be given the same opportuni-
ties for settling their industrial dif-
ferences as other workers, and be-
lieve that the Lawson Government 
intends to see that they will be 
given, but it will be made very plain  

if the second reading of the Gov-ern-
merit Bill is not carried, to the lead-
ers of the Union.% as well as to the 
rank and file, who have stood for 
industrial peace, that they have 
wasted years of their time in study-
ing interests other than their own. 

Recently we have had an example 
of a 'militant union refusing to go 
to the Arbitration Court, and the 
tAberal Governments pointing out 
the injustice its members -were in-
flicting upon the general community 
by their action. 

Now, after years of agitation, quiet-
ened from time to time by promisee 
of 1Detter things, an unmistakeable 
feeling is -being displayed against 
granting the right to Victorian Rail-
waymen of approaching' a tribunal 
which should prevent the possibility 
of injustice being done by them to that 
community and by that very party which 
claims to place the community's in-
terests above all else. 

Apparently there is only one way 
to wake up those Rip-van-Winkles 
who sit behind the Government, and 
that is by displaying the spirit of 
dissatisfaction, for which there is 
more than ample justification -in the 
Victorian Railway Service, and which 
has been held in check by respect 
for community interests and pro-
mises. 

In the hands of the Lawson Gov-
ernment rests the industrial fate of 
20,000 Railway employees, and they 
look to the Government to keep its 
word, in spite of the extraordinary 
views of some cif its supporters, who 
may prefer direct action when they 
think they can win, to arbitration, 
when they must lose to ensure jus-
tice being done. 

sLeMLL1MMtlf4rVefi8M1glt.tftle.MslelfAMIE 

Annual Smoke Night and 
Central Branch Social. 

The Grand Council for 1919 will 
be held during the first week in 
October. 

It. has been decided to hold the 
Annual Smoke Night on the conclud-
ing day 9f the Conference, Satur-
day, October 4th. 

Tickets, the price for which h as 
not yet been fixed, will be avail-
able on the next two pay-days, and 
as traffic should then be reduced to 
normal, there should be a good at-
tendance of members. 

It is intended also to hold the 
Annual Central Branch Social dur-
ing October, at which retiring mem-
bers will be presented with cer-
tificates. 

Both of these functions afford an 
opportunity for relaxation and social 
communion amongst our members 
that should be availed of. 
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MONTH BY MONTH. 
SEAMEN'S SUCCESSFUL SOLIDARITY 

The close of the Shipping Strike ' 
marks the successful termination of 
one of the best exhibitions cif work-
ing ,class solidarity yet shown in 
Australia. 

The Seamen are to be congratu-
lated on the way in which they have 
stood out over a long and trying 
period for the principles for which 
they originally decided to cease 
work. 

That there has been loss and hard-
ship inflicted upon the community is 
not denied; that much money has 
been sacrificed in wages cannot be 
gainsaid; but just how -much in pro-
fit the greedy souls of the shipping 
magnates have been deprived of the 
world will never know. 

That it should be necessary t• 
resort to direct action to obtain re-
dress illustrates clearly that the 
" new world for labor " is not going 
to be created by those who employ 
it. The workers are alive to the 
fact that the " new world " when it 
comes into existence will be largely, 
if n ot wholly, fashioned by them-
selves; but the fact stands out in a 
striking fashion that the workers 
have—still, as ever. to make heavy 
sae,rifices to achieve even one step 
along the path of progress. 

That these sacrifices are madd 
without complaint is a good sign, and 
betokens well for the future. It is 
" up to " those , who can, to do -all 
that is possible to assist in making 
the sacrifice of their comrades who 
are fighting Labor's battles as easy 
as pnssible to bear, and those of 
us who are in constant work can 
help, even though the fight is over, 
as the need for relief will not dis-
appear for some time to come. Mem-

' bers are therefore urged to make 
their contributions to the relief funds 
as large as circumstances will allow 
during the paydays to come. 

• 

A "NEW WORLD" COMING WHEN 
YOU CREATE IT. 

One of the things that some of our 
members are unable to understand 
is that the Seamen are resorting to 
direct action at a time when the 
Railwayrnen of this State are fight-
ing politically to obtain access to a 
Court of Arbitration. It certainly 
is the irony of the times, and serves 
to show that he who is willing to 
fight for his rights invariably ob-
tains recognition, while he who 
growls and groans, but is not will-
ing to strike a blow for the Indus-
trial freedom which he covets, will 
be passed by with not even a friend-
ly nod. 

The new spirit of giving the work-
ers greater recognition, which is said 
to be abroad, did not Inanifest itself  

in the speeche,s of some menabers of 
Parliament during the debate on the 
Railways Classification Board ' Bill, 
and whatever recognition has been 
given in other parts of the world 
seems to have been won by the 
worker manifesting his discontent in 
a way that could not be mistaken. 
While it must have been plain to any 
man, even .if he did not trouble to 
think, that the 9/6 per day basie, 
-wage is a totally inadequate rate in 
view of Arbitration Court decisions 
awarding 11/-, we had member after 
member rising in the House and in-
dicating that the cost to the country 
tnust be the first consideration. 

Is the cost to the employer the 
first c,onsideration in a Wages Board 
determination? 

SUPERANNUATION AND INDEPEN- 
DENCE. 

Mr. C. Morrison's article in last 
month's issue has excited a good 
deal of interest, and without doubt 
forms a useful basis of discussion. 
There is an evident desire that the 
question of providing for the declin-
inr, years of men who have worn 
thbemselves out in the service of a 
State which has for the past thirty-
five years has been unapprecia-
tive, should be considered. 

It is as well to remember though 
that any scheme must stand the test 
of examination from an actuarial basis 
and the figures that are to be sub-
mitted in any plan for adoption will 
have to be well considered before 
finality is reached. No doubt that 
will be done. 

That men who joined the service 
prior to 1883, and who 'have passed 
through long years of service with 
their health and strength unimpaired, 
to enjoy retirement on a pension per-
Witting of a life free from financial 
care, are more fortunate than their 
present-day successors, is frankly 
admitted. 

That the lot of those employed in 
our Railway service can be made 
a great deal better by the provision 
bf pensions at the retiring age, is 
granted without argument; but the 
question of who should provide the 
pensions or superannuation is a, mat-
ter both for debate and grave con-
sideration. 

Nearly all of the schemes put for-
ward have for a basis that of con-
tribution by the employer, and there 
is much to be said for that .proposi-
tion; but those who desire to see 
Railwaymen free - and unfettered 
think that there are other views 
to consider. There is already a, 
tendency towards granting conces-
sions .of the charadter conveyed in 
a request for a superannbation -or 
pension schemes on a basis of Con: 
tributions by both sides, but if the 
conditions of acceptance of such 
scheme are that any part of the 
money contributed by an employee 
can be retained should he leave the 
service or suffer dismissal, then they  

should be viewed with doubt and 
suspicion as an attempt to chain 
men to a system which may have 
the effect of making the achieve-
ment of true industrial freedom im-
possible. 

AN EPAMPLE TO FOLDOW- 
Given freedom to organise their 

abilities as well as to gather them-
selves into a colleetive brotherhood 
of profit-making machines, there is 
no goal which the workers cannot 
reach; but, tied to the chariot of a 
seemingly benevolent employer by a 
system which appeals to cupidity 
rather than independence, and which 
can be severed by one stroke of 
misfortune or disapproval by the man 
who own or controls 'the chariot, 
much of the power for progress that 
is inherent in the toiler disappears. 

While wages have to be ac,cepted 
by the worker as the fruit of his 
toil, let us by all means fight for 
those wages being adequate to pro-
vide for both present and future 
needs. 

It has been shown in an unmis-
takeable way by our brother loco-
motive men in the U.S.A. that pro-
vision can be made by them for 
the day when disapproval, mis-
fortune, or old age cuts off their 
source of income, and they are the 
stronger for it. They are recog-
nised as a labor force to be reckon-
ed with which is not bound in chains 
in such a way as will prevent it 
striking a blow Tor progress when 
the need arises. 

In 1873 the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Firemen and Enginemen was 
formed in the U.S.A., with 11 mem-
bers, and in the forty-six years that 
has elapsed since then It has grown 
in numbers, despite many trials and 
reverses, to 116,000. 

It 	introduced a 	beneficiary 
scheme, and in the last three years 
has paid out over $15,000,000 in 
benefits to its members or depend-
ents of same, payable monthly on 
disablement, retirement or death, so 
that the Brotherhood is successfully 
coping with more than £1,000,000 per 
annum in benefits to its members, 
without being under any obligation 
to the employer. 

A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY. 
The members of the Brotherhood 

have made provision for themselves, 
and have. maintained their indepen-
dence, and with the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers the Order of 
Railroad Conductors and the Bro-
therhood of Railroad Trainmen, they 
have won for themselves a position 
that has tò be respected by all par-
ties in the industrial and political 
world in the _U.S.A. and Canada. 
They have set an example that 
might well be emulated by their 
fellow Enginemen in Australia, and 
they earn rates of pay, and work 
under conditions which in normal 
times prevents the 'need for begging 
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as concessions thingS that vcan be won as rights. 
There is an opportunity, hanging 

like ripe fruit, for the plucking, . within the grasp of the Loco. men of Australia, if they will but reach out and grasp; but a collective move is 
necessary, and each State can do .its share. 

. At present some of the States have • long service leave for, employees, and -others 	pensions or superannua- tion for employees who joined 
- years -ago, and. while we depend upon 

the Governments which employ us for consideration, so Will the con-
dition in' this respeet 'in each State 

• vary according to the amount. of . political sympathy 'Government ser-
vants can command. 

We would be in a far sounder position in every way if we were to 
de po el upon our:Industrial strength 
to W111 us such rates of pay as would • render us independent of and from those who manage and supervise-our 
labour to realise profit. 	Given rates of pay that are fair and reasonable for our work and responsibility, it 

- is safe to say that we would be in • a position to provide for ourselves -and families on retirement from the Service, and at the same time retain 
our industrial independence through-
out our working careers. 

Recent events go to show that 
with adequate remuneration for our work and responsibility we could 
'afford to dispense with the so-called privileges, for the possession of which we. are . held up to scorn as para-
sites; but we could also afford to 
demand rights which are common 
to Railway employees the world over. 

There is, however, necessity Tor 
action as well as thought, and it is 
to be noped that members will real-
ise the necessity in the immediate future for helping themselves along 
the road to industrial freedom by creating that feeling of self-reliance and independence that will enable 
them to fight for it. 

Design for Branch Chair- 
man's Certificate. 

Lip to the present very few designs 
have been submitted for competi-
tion for the prize of £4 4s. offered 
to members in connection with the 
above. 

Possibly the closing crate has been 
overlooked by intending competitors, 
und it has therefore been decided by 
Uie executive to 'extend the tinie 
uotil Monday, September 29th. 

Those intending to compete are 
asked to submit their designs as 
(wit, ;is possible. 

; 	 , 

ARARAT.The ordinary meet-ing. of the Ararat Branch was held in the Drivers' Room on Sunday, 10th August, Mr. C. .Jones in the chair. and a fair attendance of mem-bers. I deeply „regret having. to re-tiort the death of our esteemed Com-
rade, Driver Hughie Paynter, from 
the "flu." Feeling reference was made to his many sterling qualities by the Cha:rman and other members and the meeting was adjourned for five minutes out of respect to his memory. The Branch decided to 
take up subscriptions, covering a few pays, for the benefit of -the d:stressed families at present suf-
fering las a result of prevailing strikes. One new member was e'ect-ed. The News Letter and report of deputation were read and satisfac-tion was expressed by members at the efforts of the Executive and General Officers in their endeavor to obtain satisfaction on the many items listed, especially those of a local nature. Several items were listed for Agenda Pa,per, and are to be forwarded on to General Secre-tary who, we are pleased to see, is 
recovering from his illness, and we trust that he will soon be able to 
take up h:s duties again.---A. E. 
Pinch. 

— 

BENALLA.—The ordinary monthly meeting was held in the Drivers' Room on Sunday, August 10th. At-
tndance fair. We are sure to have arger meetings when furred .skins are ncit as valuable as at present; The preSence at the meeting Of- the men fin:shing at 6 a.m. makes the absence of the confirmed " stay-aw-
ays" more conspicuous, and should inspire those absentees by good ex-
ample. The News Letter and report • of deputation to Commissioners caus-ed considerable discussion, espe-cially the latter. It is a great nitY that the splendid efforts. of our rep-
resentatives did not meet , with 
greater suCcess. There were a jot pf local items before the chair, whieh with but one exception, are to be 
dealt with locally. The other, affect-
ing a question Of principle, was sent on to the Executive to deal with. 
Speaking of principle, it seems to be sadly lacking in some of the men 
at this depot—local men, as well as crews on loan. No doubt we inust have some splendid physical speci-
mens here, as after ten to twelve hours on duty they are fit to re-sume again after six te eight hours' - 

number of items were plac- s . 
ed on Agenda Paper for ferth mg Grand Council. Coal traffic is 
very heavy here now—four more crews on loan to cope with the rush of work, and even now many men are making overtime. Never in the • 

history of Benalla loco. shed has there been so many crews employed 
in running trains. On Monday last 
the 315 a.m. down passenger train crossed a goods train or coal special 
at every stat'on between Seymour 
and Benalla. Every three trains on the Wodonga end equal only two on 
the Seymour end. The "fi•u" is still causing. a few names• to be placed -on the sick list. Much sympathy is 
fejt towards Mr. A. L. Hill and his family in their recent bereave-nent, 
and if sympathy of one's fellow em-
ployees is any comfort, Mr. Hill is 
assured of it in plenty.—P. Corboy. 

• 

BENDIGO --The ordinary monthly 
meeting of the above Branch was 
held here on Sunday, the 10th inst. The attendance leaves much to be expected. The Secretary being in Melbourne on loan, Mr. Giovanetti 
was appointed in his stead. As, 
very little genera! business was transacted the t:me was occupied 
supplying items for the Agenda Paper, to place before the General 
Council, it being. the last meeting 
at wh:ch they could be brought for-ward. The members of the deputa-
Con reported favorably on a number 
of local erievances -that have been 
ventilated' before the 'Depot Fore-
man. The Loco. Hospital Ball, which took place on the 30th of last month, 
will result in a, large sum of money 
being handed to that institution. No 
little credit is due to the Secretary, 
Mr. Bruce, and the ladies committee 
who managed to keep the expendi-
ture well be:ow half the profits, thus 
dodging • the amusement tax.—W. 
Sheard. 

BALLARAT—The jnonthly meet-
ing was held in the Drivers' Room 
on the 10th inst., Mr. Skewes in the 
chair. Correspondence was read and 
received.' -11-e regretted to learn that 
'the General Secretary was down 
with the 'flu, and hope that he hap 
been able to combat it, the same A 
he has been able tò down other ob-
struction s in the past. The near 
approach of the Government bringing 
to life the Classification Board, with, 
we hope, a judge as chairman, coupl-
ed with the fact that the new C.M. 
Engineer's refusal' to the requests 
of the deputat:on, members were in-
clined te' leave matters as they are 
for the present. Therefore bus:ness 
was very `ordinary, and apart from 
old items for Grand Council Agenda 
little was done, and the meeting 
closed at 5 p J. Badenhope. 

CENTRAI, BRANCH. -Report of 
Branch Meeting held on tOth inst. 
The attendance was good, but there 
is still room for improvement. Un-
'fortunately, those who attend are 
generally good unionists. ft is the 
enan who is lacking in unionistic prin-
ciples that we are After, but his prin-
ciple is principal, with a capital "P" 
The meeting carried resolutions of 

VIteltl.MstAtitiftytrtr-tftt(WW01911M1fittWaNTIS 

BRANCH REPORTS. 
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sympathy and condolence with the 
relatives of Dr. 'W. Regan, an ex-
president, and Fireman Hector Law, 
both sterling comrades. Correspon-
dence from Fireman J. T. Harder, re 
time allowance, was sent to the Ex-
ecutive, as were also papers from 
Drivers W. M'Lellan, and J. Nugent, 
re punishment. Correspondence re 
Wahace's boot shop was read, and 
same from Driver R. Jenkins was 
held over until next meeting. The 
Chairman and Secretary reported re 
work left in their hands, such as ex-
pediting work on pit, shortage of 
pickers, siide-hooks, and lamps, and 
they had aiso attended to tne clean-
ers grievances. Tue Secretary and 
President, and Vice-President had 
attended to tne light work roster. 
This roster contains nine of the light-
est jolts, and is composed of three 
shifts. The Head Office approves 
tof this, and it is believed that it will 
lead to greater harmony among the 
men. ln future tile cleaners' oriev-
ances witl be attended to by Messrs. 
Cowling and _Hogan, with the Branch 
ollieers. Cieaners working on 4 a.m. 
will be given preference for firing-up 
to that hour, when stieet is being 
made out. It was decided to index 
every job on rosters, and every man 
is to oe indexed according to his 
place on the rosters. Spare men from 
nigher grades will be shown as "S," 
while pilot men will be shown as 
" P." This will make it compara-
tively easy to follow every man, and 
will stamp out any feeling of favorit-
ism. This, and the light work 
trouble are matters of years of tole-
rance by the bulk of the men, 
However, both have been overdone, 
and for the first time for many 
years practically every man will be 
working round with his mates. The 
News Letter and part of the report 
of the deputation to the Commission-
ers were read. The President re-
ported re the progress made with the 
wac,es board, the attack on seniority, 
shed and water at Ringwood, un-
necessary correspondence from the 
head office, the reduction of employ-
ees through illness, and train ex-
aminers at Nyora and State Mine. 
As the deputations to the C.M.E. and 
Commissioners produced practically 
nothing, the men were highly in-
dignant, and ways and means 
whereby we ean push many ques-
tions a good deal faster, and with 
a great deal more results, were dis-
cussed. Eventually a line of action 
was recommended to the Executive. 
At present things are too lo-ng reach-
ing finality. In many instances there 
appears to be an overlappino- of 
authority.. All correspondence should 
be finalised in three months, at the 
outside. Fourteen items were sent 
forward for the Grand Council Agenda 
Paper. It was decided to keep on 
collecting to assist the distress: 
As a number of Members have retired, 
a social will be tendered to these 

members in September, at a date to 
be fixed. I would urge all mem-
bers to see that they, and all their 
friends are on the rolls—Federal and 
State—and to follow closely the de-
bate on the Railways Classification 
Board Bill now before the House. 
Keep the high price of living well 
before you, and when it comes your 
turn, (election day) kick those who 
are fattening, while you border on 
starvation, to oblivion.—H. J. Higgs. 

DIMBOOLA.—The usual monthly 
meeting was held on Sunday, 10th 
inst. The president, W-. Gist, occu-
pied the chair, and there was a fair 
attendance of members and visitors 
from Stawell. The reading of the 
News Letter brought forth some sar-
castic remarks anent the natural 
aptitude of the C.M.E. for refusing 
requests, however necessary the 
granting of them might be, in the 
interests of enginemen. The letter 
from the General Secretary re as-
sistance for distress caused by the 
strike, provided a good deal of dis-
cussion, and resulted in a well-known 
member handing in his resignation 
and w;thdrawing from the meeting. 
It is ,hoped ,that the misunderstanding 
will be amicably settled by his being 
asked to reconsider what was con-
sidered a hasty step. Eventually 
a Motion was agreed to to collect 
for the distress fund. A number of 
itenis of local interest were discuss-
ed. It wa.s resolved to bring- same 
under the notice of the Fitter in 
Charge and the Depot Foreman. Tra-
ffic is very brisk here at • present. 
mainly on account of the- seamen's 
strike, much material being trans-
ported by rail to South and West 
Australia, which ordinarily was car-
ried by boat. A Fortington, who 
was successful at the recent exami-
nation, is now driving, and all wish 
him success. J. Field, who was sta-
tioned here for over ten years and 
was the successful applicant for Wed-
derburn, was given a send-off on 
Wednesday evening. The gathering, 
though small, was representative and 
enthusiastic. Many members of 
both branches of the service were 
absent on duty, including our Presi-
dent and Vice-President. In conse-
quence, F. Gray was voted to the 
chair. He reminded those present 
of the purpose for which they mg, 
enumerated the many good quali-
ties of Mr. Field, and wished him 
success in his new sphere of labor. 
He presented Mr. Field with a trav-
elling rug on behalf of the Railway 
employees generally. Mr. M'Craith, 
Mr. Lowe, Mr. Fortington, Mr. Cape, 
Mr. Baynes, and Mr. Kyte and Mr. 
Sadlier, spoke on behalf of the diff-
erent grades, expressing regitt at 
Mr. Field's departure. Mr. Mallet 
and Mr. Hannon also spoke. Mr. 
Field suitably rep:ied and mentioned 
that the effort was harder than run-
ning, an express train. He thanked 
all for the handsome present. The  

evening was much enlivened by 
numerous selections from Mr. J. C. 
Fletcher's Edison sonora, thoughtfully 
chosen by him. Should Auld Ac-
quaintance be Forgot was sung by 
all and brought the proceedings to 
a close.—F. Gray. 

GEELONG.—The meeting was held 
in the Drivers' Room to a very poor 
attendance, only ten members be-
ing present. The President, B. Bax-
'ter was in the chair. Ex-Secretary 
Driver W. Thompson, has been trans-
ferred from this depot to North Mel-
bourne. Driver W. Davern was elec-
ted to fill the position. The final 
issue of the result of the deputation 
to the C.M.E. was read, which was 
not very interesting to listen to 
in view of the conditions which 
enginemen have to contend with. 
It only shows that instead of 
Ian attendance of 10 members at 
a meeting we should have at 
least 50, as there is no Sun-
day work here, it is up to the 
members of this depot to come alon,,c, 
and help those who are trying to get 
the conditions bettered. It is with 
with regret that I have to report 
the death of an ex-member of this 
depot, in Driver Hugh Paynter, of 
Ararat, who passed away on Friday 
the 8th of August from influenza. 
There were several items to go be-
fore the Loco. Foreman, also items 
for the Agenda Paper. The meeting 
closed at 5.30 p.m. Wishing the 
" Footplate " every success.—H. E. 
Megson. 

KORUMBURRA.—Business was 
slack at this month's meeting, or no 
more than the bare quorum present 
could handle. Cleaners' shifts seem 
to be causing considerable trouble, 
but we hope to be able to keep 
them working to a roster. Cleaners 
are hot cleaners at present: they 
are only lumpers on the coal stage. 
The goods roster also came up for 
alteration through the reduction in 
trains, and a satisfactory arrange-
inent has been arrived at with the 
Fitter in cha.rge. - It was decided 
to post a, subscription list in aid of 
the families of those unemployed 
through the strike. Subscription 
lists for the relief of distress and 
contributions to various funds have 
been a heavy drain on pay days 
for a considerable period past, and 
one wonders when all this distress 
will end. The combined Railway 
employees are actively engaged in 
arranging an entertainment on the 
27th inst. in aid of the metropolitan 
unemployed, and judging by the way 
tickets are selling', we are sanguine 
of a full house and a good contribu-
tion. The local self denial fund was 
established on August 1st, and mem-
bers are enrolling very satisfactor-
ily. making its success assured. Mr. 
Wilson, of the V.R.U. Council, at-
tended on the 10th inst. and ex-
pounded his views on the or 
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the 0.B.U. His address was very 
intere,sting, but one could not detect 
any very great enthusiasm among 
his hearers, who were very thought-
ful and quiet, which Ls very signifi-
cant in any audience out of church.— 
Leo Datson. 

MARYBOROUGFL—The monthly 
meeting of the Maryborough Branch 
was held In thz General Waiting 
Room, Railway Station, on Sunday, 
the 10th August. There wa,s only 
a very small attendance, and in the 
absence of the President and Vice-
President, Mr. C. Kennedy occupied 
the chair. The question of g,iving a 
day's pay to distress caused by the 
strike was discussed, and agre,ed on, 
the payment of same to extend over 
four pays—August and September. 
Already action has been taken by 
this Branch in conjunction with the 
Maryborough Branch of the V.R. 
Uniqn to raise funds for the dis-
tressed, and approximately £16 has 
been collected and forwarded to the 
Secretary. Trades Hall. Items for 
Agenda Paper were dealt with and 
also social items. The flu has been 
very bad in this district, and T re-
gret having to report the death of 
Driver W. Walsh, who was station-
ed at Woomelang. Driver J. Vivian, 
of Woomelang, had a close call, but 
I am pleased to say he is now re-
covering. Nearly all the drivers, fire-
men and cleaners from Donald to 
Mildura have been off, and the depot 
has been hard pressed to supply 
crews to relieve them. It is to be 
hoped that members will avail them-
selves of the opportunity given them 
through their Union to assist the 
distressed, and those who have not 
already done so are asked to pa.y 
their amount to the Branch Secre-
tary, Maryborough, or the collectors 
at Donald, and Mildura. The reading 
of the report of deputation to the 
Commissioners is evidence enough 
that in order to, at least, get a fair 
deal we will have to go to the Ar-, 
bitration Court or Independent Tri-
bunal.—F. Chamberlain. 

PORT MELBOURNE.—During the 
Apast month three of our drivers and 
one fireman have left us for pas-
tures fresh, if not new, as Drivers 
in charge—Jack Brewer, to Reser-
voir; Harry Holt, to Sale; Jack 
McKeown, to Oakleigh, in Mick Gil-
more's job (recenitly retired). By 
the way, Jack M`Conville fills Joe 
Harris's place as D.I.C. there; Fire-
man Arthur Myers fills a big wheel 
"posy" at Geelong. Arthur, perhaps 
better known as "Shrewdy," will, 
I'm sure, be pleased ta demonstrate 
his ability at games requiring skill 
as well as an element of luck against 
any of the Geelong champions. For 
some months past Arthur acted as 
our energetic and capable collector 
for our end of the central self denial 
fund. We are sorry to see him go, 
but wish him speedy promotion and 
good luck. Driver Loveland has just  

recovered after three months off 
from the flu. Jimmy Young is still 
off from his injury to his elbow. 
Cecil Rhodes's eyes are improving 
slowly, but are not out of danger 
yet by any means; but still more 
hopes are held for his ultimate re-. 
covery than was the case a few 
weeks ago. Mr. A. Ward has gone 
from his position here as night 
foreman to depot foreman at Traral-
gon, and pursuant to the Depart-
ment's policy of reducing the status 
of Port, owing to the early conver-
sion to electric traction. The vac-
ant position has been filled by a 
chargeman. Thus we now have three 
chargemen. 

Owing to some major or minor 
defect the other day at thn 
Middle Brighton sub-station several 
electric 'trains had to be pulled out, 
and, "ye gods," the effete service 
had to be again called upon to re-
place the up-to-date trains, and at 
time of writing the out-of-date 
steam trains have not been replaced. 
The "Age" has, been very quiet of 
late about its p'et scheme. Do they 
sniff a failure? We are hopeful of 
getting better conditions from the 
new board. Firemen and cleaners' 
'wages at the present are hot living 
wages; only a bare existence rate 
with the post of living, etc., ruling 
at the present time.—C. H. Morrison. 

SEYMOUR.—The monthly meeting 
was held in the usual place on Sun-
day 10th inst. at 2.30 p.m. Mr. H. 
Green was in his appointed place 
to a fair attendance of members 
present, notwithstanding the exceed-
ingly long hours and the number of 
extraordinary goods trains started 
running on Sunday at this depot. 
We were looking forward to all Sun-
da.y work being abolished or con-
siderably reduced; but we now fear 
after Sunday's experience that it is 
the thin end of the wedge being 
introduced, and we take the oppor-
tunity of asking the Executive to 
have it stopped once and for all, by 
forwarding our protest on to the 
Commissioners a,t their earliest. The 
shortage of men at this depot is 
very acute; 18 hours is common; in 
fact, the Benalla' express men are 
being compelled to run goods to 
Mangalore and Locksley during the 
interval at the depot, and our own 
express Men weie brought on to 
run to Wallan and Locksley on 
Sunday. Seymour stag has been in-
creased by one cleaner. The over-
time kings should be in their glory 
and wine big cheques should even-
tuate at end of month pay. I would 
I ike to remind them that the Sec-
retary will be in attendance with 
a liSt for assistance of the distress-
ed families on pay day, and our com-
mittee are hopeful of a good re-
sponse to so worthy a cause. All 
other lists have been suspended 
in favor of the above, which is the  

most urgent. 	A well known city 
overtime catcher came a hard thud 
here last week. He ran a train 
from Melbourne to Seymour, and on 
arrival here heard of the long hours 
being worked, so went to rest, for 
reasons not hard to guess. No doubt 
to his utter disgust he was put on the next day to run a train home 
to Melbourne. Oh, the wailing and 
gnashing of teeth. What a pity that 
system was not introduced gener-
ally. It seems a most remarkable 
thing that this depot is always lag-
ging behind all other de,pots. Sey-
mour cannot get sufficient men and 
engines. Another depot in this dis-
trict could obtain about seven sets 
and seven cleaners while we are 
doing almost double the amount of 
work mir staff is not increased, but 
reduced. This Branch is of the 
opinion that the days of the cap in 
hand deputations are gone. Th e local deputations are met with all 
sorts of promises, while in the, loco. 
Foreman's office, but they seldom 
break through the stout walls of his 
office, and we feel that we are only 
wasting our time in continuing them, 
so we purnose trying, some Moiler 
authority in the future. especially 
in regard to the roster. Sir, a large 
number of the members like myself 
had not sufficient time to rea,d our 
monthly informer in time to discuss 
some of the items at Sunday's meet-
ing. lnit I must cong,ratulate Mr. C. 
Ff. Morrison on his suggested susten-
tatibn fund. It is a splendid idea, 
and it speaks well for the organisa-
tion to have men who think in this 
direction, to think of the old mem-
bers who are leaving our ranks 
through the effiuxion of time, as well 
as the young men coming on. I 
would like to ask how would he 
suggest to apply this fund to super-
numeraries? We are looking for-
ward to the day when we form one 
Big Brotherhood of Enginemen of 
Australia, and make one big super-
annuation fund, controlled oy same. 
We hope this matter is discussed at 
the coming Grand Council and the 
stepping laid in this desired direc-
tion, and thus remove one item that 
has caused the cap in hand deputa-
tions to the various heads of the 
Railway Department, with little or 
no satisfaction to the members. This 
Branch expresses its sympathy with 
our General Secretary in his illness, 
and trusts by the time of 'the 
next issue of the " Footplate " he 
will be fully restored (to proper 
health and into harness.—J. S. 
Pearce. 

TII A A L GON.—Ordinary monthly 
meeting. ,hela in Drivers' Room on 
Sunday, 10th inst. Mr. K. Ja'Kenzie 
(Vice-President) occupied dhair. 
A good attendance of members pie-
sent. News Letter and report of 
deputation to Comraissioners read 
and listened to with interest, strong 
comment being expressed at unsatis-
factory replies given to deputation. 
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Members expressed themselves as 
hopeful that this method of obtain-
ing redress of grievances will be 
unnecessary when the long-deferred 
wages board is in working order. 
Support Tor strike -distress came up 
for discussion. It was decided to 
urge members to contribute at least 
one day's pay per member toward 
that object. Roster and overtime 
questions were also dealt with, some 
spirited discussion taking place on 
overtime question. Members of this 
Branch, in common with other Bran-
ches, have been called on to work a -considerable amount of overtime, 
consequent on a visitation of the flu 
epidemic in this district. , A com:- 
bined meeting—Loco. and V.R.U.--; 
was held on Sunday, 17th inst, ad-
vantage being taken of the visit to 
Traralgon of Mr. R. H. Palling, V. 
R.U. Organiser, to hear his views 
on the Wages Board, 0.B.U., and 
other questions affecting Railway 
workers. A good attendance resulted. 

I r egret to report the death of 
one of our members, Mr. Robert 
Tulloch, fireman at Morwell. Death 
occurred on 26th July, after a short 
illness from pneumonia. Our late 
oomrade was held in high egteem. 
by his fellow members. Always to 
the fore in maintaining the princi-
ples of unionism, while in his efforts 
to improve our condition, there was 
none better than Bob Tulloch. Our 
deepest sympathy is extended to his 
widow and family in their sad 
bereavement.—W. P. Sullivan. 

WONTHAGGI.—Sunday 17th inst. 
should have been our meeting day, 
hut it had to be postponed because 
lof the absence of several of our mam-
bers from the district. The miners 
having found a grievance, held a 
"stop work" meeting on Thursday, 
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Join the 

LOCO SELF-DENIAL 
FUND. 

No Entrance Fee. 

Contributions, fid. per Week 
Benefits, 11 per Week 
Death Levy, ls. per Member 
Over 800 Members have joined 

this Fund. 
Get a Rule Book on joining. 
Rules must be strictly comi lied with. 

Do it Now and Help Yourself. 
V. CROWLEY, Secretary, 

38 Chapman Street, North Melbourne.  

14th inst., and the mine did not 
start again for the week. This 
caused the temporary transfer of 
some of the 'railway dtaff. We have 
just lost through transfer to Dim-
boola (for- promotion?) one of our 
pioneers, In the person of Mr. E. 
Bowman. Our best wishes go with 
him. Dimboola has gained a man 
who is straight in every way, and 
though we regret his departure, we 
shill be pleased if we learn that the' 
change restores his health, which 
of late has not been of the best. The 
pilot at Nyora has been chopped 
about again, and with the same old 
indifference to the long hours it 
gives others.—W. J. Stubbs. 
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QUESTION BOX. 
What are V- e means provided on 

Victorian railways to ensure only 
one train being on a section at one 
time? 

Answer.—On duoble lines the Block 
telegraph system as used between 
Sunshine and Woodend; the Lock 
and Block system, as used on the 
Clifton Hill line; the Track Block 
system, as used from Hawksburn to 
Caulfield; the Automatic Signal sys-
tem , as used from Kensington to 
Essendon. On single lines the Elec-
tric Staff or Tablet system (which 
includes large staff, miniature staff, 
and tablet); the Train Staff and 
Ticket system as used on the Res-
ervoir to Whittlesea line; the -Single 
Block system, as used on the North 
Geelong loop line. 

'What care should be taken in oper-
ating staff locked points? 

Answer.—When vehicles are be-
ing shunted to the siding the lever 
must not be pulled over until such' 
vehicles pass in clear of the catch-
points or derail block, which is rod-
ided to the lever. At night time a 
green light will indicate that they 
have passed in clear. When the 
work is completed withdraw the 
staff and test the lever to make sure 
that it is locked. 

A.B.C.—"A" says that if the pipe 
from equalising reservoir to driver's 
'valve was broken he would plug the 
pipe at the connection, also plug the 
secondary exhaust and place a cork 
or knob of waste on top of equalis-
ing piston to keep it on its seat. 
"B" says there is no need to put 
anything on top of equalising piston. 
Who is right ? 

Answer.—The equalising piston 
would lift, but it is not necessary 
to put anything on top of it, because 
no air can escape if the secondary 
exhaust is plugged. Cork or waste 
could be put on it instead of plugging 
the secondary exhaust, if that 
method is preferred. Still another 
way is to connect the main reservoir 
gauge pipe to little drum. and thus 
retain the equalising feature. 

E.D.—If a train leaving North 
Melbourne and running to Ballarat 
via North Geelong loop line wants 
assistance from Geelong to Balla-
rat. which engine should go in front? 

Answer.—The leading,. engine should 
be selected in the following,. order 
of preference: (1) Funnel first; (2) 
larger pump; (3) speed recorder; 
(4) larger type of engine. These 
thino being equal a responsible offi-
ber of the R. S. Branch should be 
asked to decide, and pending his 
decision the senior driver on each 
train must decide the matter. 

X.Y.Z.—What should be done in 
event of a breakdown occurring to 
a brake-hanger on a "Y" class en-
gine? 

Answer.—Remove or tie up the 
broken parts, "cut-out" engine brake 
and proceed. If circumstances per-
mit of working with about 451bs 
T.P. pressure engine brake need not 
be "cut out." 
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Ageuda Paper (Or the Annual 
Conference. 

At the meetings of Branches to be 
held on Sunday, September 13th, the 
Agenda Paper for the forthcoming 
Annual Conference will be before the 
members for discussion and instruc-
tion of delegates. 

It is hoped that members will turn 
up in good numbers and give their 
earnest consideration to the items 
set out. 

A large number of the itemis are" 
matters that have been previously 
considered, and have become accept-
ed as items of policy in the effort 
for improved conditions; but there' 
are items of great importance to be 
considered and ,dealt with by the 
members that should claim the at-
tention of all members who are in 
earnest in the fight for progress. 

--o-- 

The General Secretary tenders his 
appreciation of the kind wishes ex-
pressed for his recovery by mem-
bers and Branches during his recent 
illness, and asks that this be taken 
as an acknowledgment of the con-
sideration expressed and kind en-
quiries 'received. 

The Loco. Football Club intends 
paying a vi to Benalla in October 
with a - „- to giving battle to the 
Ben team, and it has been decid-
, I to hold a sèries of ipcials in the 
Loco. Hall, the first of which is to 
be held on Tuesday 16th, and the next 
on Saturday, 27th September. 

Tickets are now on sale from mem-
bers of the Club committee. Roll 
up and help to make the club A 
success and the finances strong. 
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OPEN PAGE'. 
(The views expressed by corres-

pondents are not necessarily the views 
of " The Footplate," and it accepts 
no responsibility for them. They are 
published to give the opportunity to 
members to voice and exchange 
views on matters of interest to mem-
bers within reasonable limits.) 

PENSIONS' FOR BALLOT HANDS. 
To the Editor. 

Sir, 
Mr. C. H. Morrison's article on 

this matter in July "Footplate" is 
one of great value. He reminds us 
very forcibly of the saying " We 
have all the power in our own 
:hands." For all power is derived 
from the people--economic, political, 
—military ,the power of the 'press, 
legislature, judicature—all come from 
the same source, for without the 
people they would all disappear as a 
house from which the ground had 
been removed. We have the eco-
nomic power then, easily within our 
own control, that is necessary to 
provide for the dark days that are 
drawing; nearer and nearer, and 
"Comrade Morrison has performed a 
splendid duty in showing us the way 
to go about the work. I hope steps 
Will be at once taken to get names 
of members willing to co-operate. 
The project has the spirit of self-
reliance as Its mainspring. But 
while it does not contemplate asking 
one solitary shillins. from the Gov-
ernment or any ou''tside body; any 
pension scheme has a strong claim 
on a return of the percentage re-
ductions that were filched from rail-
way employees in the nineties and 
early years of the present century. 
Victoria is the only State of the 
Commonwealth that carries this blot. 
—Yours etc. M.A.H. 

SUSTENTATION FUND. 

To the Editor. 

Sir,—Mr. Morrison's article re the 
above is a gem. His ideas clearly 
expressed in practical form; his 
analysis of the 'question shows keen 
insight into the subject, and it only 
remains for V.° usual procedure to 
be followed and the fund becomes 
a.n actual fact. To give to every 
man on reaching the retiring 
age a sum of £2 per week is not 

a. Godlike act of humanity, but 
on Mr. Morrison's showing, a. sound 
bus;lless transaction. His estimate 
of £54,000 is low, and wisely so, 
but there are ways and means of 
adding. an  almost equal amount, but 
this is a matter for future meetings, 
etc. A cornpo. member told me in 
answer to a question of mine re his 
compo. the awful uncertainty of ever 
getting it is a constant source of 
worry. He replied: Say at 59 I 
pass a stick or do something. and  

get the order of the sack, the 
compensation is gone. I saw the 
position from his stand point; 
but with the above fund in 
existence, it is not a question of 
departMental authority as to the 
settlement of your retiring allow-
ance, but a matter of reaching the. 
retiring age. We will not all reach 
6.0 years, but the fact of even as-
sisting to bring a fund like this 
into existence should not be de-
cided on the question of your life. 
I am certain that every feature of 
the possibilities of existence will be. 
discussed at the meetings to be held, 
and when the final draft is produc-
ed, a system of payments meeting 
all obligations will be drafted, and 
presented to the members. I had 
the question of pensions placed on 
Grand Council Business Paper for 
coming conference. I would like to 
see a. crowded meeting at the. next 
Central Branch to instruct dele-
gates re the matter. Mr. IvIorrison 
asks us "to talk about it." May I 
sueggest -act about it; bring it into 
existence," a,nd does it matter if 
we pass out of this world before 
we are participants in a fund wnich 
will bring a. sense of freedom to men 
knowing, that when their sun is set-
ting sustentation from the Associa-
tion is tneirs by right. Twenty-
live years ago mentioned this mat-
ter a,t a brancli meeting, only to be 

toid by the-, Unairman: are an 
compo. men, and do not require it." 
This adt robbed tvvi-ligliters, bailot 
men and supers from having at the 
present moment a, magnificent fund 
at the disposal of our' Union. itead 
Mr. Morrison's article in J lily's 
" Footpiate," help it on, bring it 
into being, and whether you see 
its consummation or not, you will 
have helped in a work that will 
'help the Enginemen to view the re-
tiring age with a sense of safety., 
This system is in active working 
order in several parts of the world. 
If successful there, why not here? 
—Yours etc., 

JAMES ANDERSON. 

THE 0.B.U,. MOVEMENT. 

(Continued from last issue.) 

F.B. is very inconsistent. 	He is 
in favor of one political labor party, 
but on the industrial field he is not 
in favor of one party. Seeing that 
political strength is but a manifesta-
tion of industrial strength, how does 
he reconcile his attitude? 

If F.B. waits to obtain his econo-
mic freedom by purely political me-
thods, he and many other genera-
tions of workers will be as dead as 
a dodo before it is, if ever, accom-
plished. Our political methods need 
revolutionising; we have babbled 
well in the political world, and have 
left the industrial field to be ex-
ploited by our enemies, so we must 
no longer delude ourselves as F.B. 
is doing, that political action alone  

is going to be a panacea for all our 
ills. 

Let us stick to our labor ideals and 
treat the Labor Party as a link in a 
chain that will help to drag in a 
greater party. Let us use it as it 
has used us, as a neutral thing to 
attain our ends. 

At one time I fondly imagined that 
political action would win for us 
economic freedom, but now I realise 
by a conjunction of economic philo-
sophy and force of circumstances to 
see that I was wrong. 

I now realise that unified indus-
trial action could claim from any 
party anything it desired, so, work-
ers, it is time we woke up from our 
economic paralysis. 

F.B. says :—"How a man or woman 
can be considered to be bound by 
industrial or political chains in a 
country where we have adult suf-
rage and the workers number well 
over 70 per cent. of the population, I 
confess I am unable to understand." 

I am glad of F.B.'s confession, and 
I trust that if he studies the true 
position out he will see the error of 
his ways. The politician is elected 
to Parliament by a general vote re-
presenting not only the worke.rs, but 
all sections of the people. The State 
rests upon a geographical basis; its 
units are a conglomeration of terri-
torial areas; its members are elected 
by constituencies, therefore the mem-
bers returned to Parliament as re-
presentatives of constituencies have 
no direct relationship with the real 
basis of society—its industrial pro-
cess. The constituents certainly 
have a right to vote, not according 
to their functions as workers, but 
according to their status as electors 
in the geographical area wherein 
they reside. All talk about demo-
cracy is so much humbug. The 
greatest freedom is not the right to 
vote, but the power to directly con-
trol the means of life. Economic 
freedom is the basis of all other 
liberties. 

To attain economic freedom there 
should be industrial electorates in-
stead of geographical electorates. In-
stead of Parliament based on pro-
perty rights, there should be an in-
dustrial administration based on 
human rights. 

Industrial control, industrial poli-
tical control, is the only hope of the 
workers, and the sooner the workers 
educate themselves to this realisa-
tion the sooner will come their 
emancipation. The industrial sec-
tion of the Labor Party must obtain 
mastery of the political machine be-
fore we can get a permanent and 
class-conscious political labor party. 
Queensland, who have a Labor Party 
in power, is quoted by F.B. as an 
example of what political control 
can do, but we find strikes, lockouts, 
riots, industrial unrest more preva-
lent there than in any other State. 
If a Labor Party in power is the 
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mecca of the workers' desires, why 
is it that Queensland is seething with 
unreit? Is it because the workers 
are living on the border line of star-
vation or is it that the Labor Party 
are trying to a"dministrate the capi-
talistic State in an economic way? 

Answer, F.B., why is it that since 
July, 1914, cost of living has 
gone up as follows :—Queensland, 
60.6; New South Wales, 51.9; Vic-
toria, 41; Tasmania, 40.2; West Aus-
tralia, 37.8; South Australia, 36.1? 
.My final'appeal is to make a fair 
and full study of the 0.B.U. My 
call is to large-hearted men and 
woinen. Lei not the huge task ap-
pal you; be foremost in the fight, 
and prevent what is occurring in our 
midst to-day, when a few days' un-
employment can bring the workers 
to degradation and despair. 

W. LEWIS. 

To the Editor. 
Wahgunyah, July 9, 1919. 

Dear Sir,—Several of your corres- 
pondents seem t o me' to be very 
much confused as to the object of 
the One Big Union. There can be no excuse for not knowing what the 0.B.U. stands for. Sufficient has 
been written by our advocates to 
convince -any ordinary person; but 
the t rouble is in many cases where 
information is • asked for from men 
who hold responsible positions in 
craft unions wilfully giving mislead-
ing a,nswers; alsa furnishing untrue 
or unnecessary reports to capitalist 
newspapers. Slippery politicians and 
'opportunist union leaders have been 
guilty of this serious offence on many 
occasions, and no doubt will be dealt with, when the rank and - file see 
what fools they -have been made of 
by the 'false labor fakirs. It is of little use. trying to convince two of 
our coinrades, Defensor Justicia and F.B. Both these gentlemen have 
shown ns plainly that they don't 
a:gree with the 0.B.U., and it is but waste of paper in advancing 
any further argument to them; but there are others, no doubt, who are 
following this controversy, and I ex-
pect may be still sitting on the 
fence, anld I .will try( a bit of grand-stand play to these stalwarts of un-
ionism, with some of my .borrowed 
brains and well-worn arguments, 
which somehow never seem to get 
worn out, no matter how often re-
peated. Judging by the tone of 
the writer of Month by Month in 
June issue of the "Footplate," craft 
unionism and the election of a Labor 
majority at next election, and all 
the social evils that at present em-
-brace the worker, shall disappear. 
When we get this independent chair-
man our trouble will only begin. 
Why., this is a waste of good time 
and money asking for these things. 
Good unionists have scra,pped your - 
ideas. They are discarding every 
day as obsolete what you seek. You 
are 'behind the times. Why, ,you 

re er to that great democratic gov- 
ernment in Queensland 	Well my friend, are the workers in Queens- 
land any better off than we in this 
capitalist-ridden State ? Your poli- 
tics and unionism are rotten, and the very foundation is crumbling 
down around your heads. Wake up 
Look for the cause of all this world wide industrial unrest. Don't look or waste any more time patching 
up the effects. They will continually 
give you trouble. Put all your energy 
into industrial unionism. Show your fellow men where the root of the 
trouble lies. Show them our goal, and show them the star of our eman- 
cipation, where wagery and exploi- tation have ceased to be. If the 
last twenty-five years had been 
spent teaching the workers what 
was the cause of their oppression, 
instead of collective bargaining and 
'political action as it now stands 
well, I am sure we would not now 
be wasting our time ,asking for an in- 
dependent chairman. If we get the chairman, are we going to get any 
more than our industrial unity can 
demand? The railways are the main 
arteries of the State. If they are 
held up stagnation sets in. 	So it 
is n ecessary that they always be 
kept going, and our masters con- 
sider what likelihood we tame pups 
of industrial unionism have of ceas-
ing work, and the amount of scab 
Ilabor at their 'command, and base our 
rate of increase on that—not on our 
arguments. Of course, they must see 
that we get sufficient to work on 
and to bring up children to take our 
places when we become worn out. 
After -generations of the keenest 
thought by various Socialists as to 
the best means of emancipating,. the 
worker from his present drudgery, 
these men have drawn up a pre-
amble which has all the necessary 
qualifications to fulfill this historic 
mission. I fully intended to answer 
some of Defensor Justiéia's ques-
tions when I started. (By the way, 
I think his name is a borrowed' one, 
and I would much prefer a man to be a man and sign his own name); 
but I think this letter, if lt ever 
reaches the press, will occupy space 
enough with replying to them all. 
C.J.F. has dealt ably with the line 
of demarcation. In fact, some of 
those poor Capitalists are very op-
pressive to work under, as I know 
to my sorrow; in fact, he has to be 
a bit more barefaced, because his 
scope is much smaller than a trust 
or a combine. My friend is a bit 
confused in many of his subjects. 
He says the machine may super-
sede the bullock and the horse, but 
not the man. It is the man or human 
being that the profitmongers want 
to supersede. The 0.B.U. has no 
quarrel with the trust or machin-
ery, but with the control, and it is 
the aim of the 0.B.U. to obtain 
the control for those who operate 
them. My friend refers or asks: 
who shall allot the jobs to the peo- 

ple? Let me ask him: who does the allotting now, and could it be 
any worse than our present systeni? 
As for Capitalism being responsible 
for all our social evils, it has great-
ly aggravated them. Was it the 
Capitalist system which prompted 
Abraham Lincoln to rise from cabin 
boy to the White House? My friend. 
it certainly was the capitalist sys-
tem, and in two ways; for firstly, 
if we had never lived under a cap-
italist• system, the White House, a,- 
it now existsj_would never have been; 
second, it was the system, or the 
antagonism of the . system that 
brought Lincoln into prominence. I 
will now conclude leaving,. a few of 
D. J.'s arguments as nest eggs. They 
may be fertile, and may some day 
be as famous as the Warwick egg, 
from which evolved the Common-
'wealth Police. 

Well, my friend, I have cold feet 
and cannot continue this fight-under 
Isuch odds, so I shall hope this letter 
shall see the "light of day in the 
"' Footplate." Hoping. the Editor 
will remove a few of the . many 
errors in spelling and writing which 
abound in it.—I remain, sincerely 
yours, 

FRED. JUDKINS. 
Wahgunyah. 

From time to time we have had 
complaints from many sources of the 
severity of the examinations imposed 
upon Enginemen in this State. and 
not without justification. While it 
is necessary for train-running men 
to have a knowledge of rules and 
regulations, and to be ready for ex-
amination when it comes along, there 
is also need for the application of 
the knowledge gained. 

Members are earnestly advised to 
familiarise .themselves in the rules 
and regulations governing their work 
as much as possible, notwithstand-
ing their complex nature, particu-
larly with regard to safe working, 
an.r1 be ready to apply them when 
the n eed arises. It may arise any 
day, and knowledge applied is power. 

The daily press stated that W. M. Hughes was welcomed in W.A. with cheers, enthusiasm and—eggs. It was 
not stated which was the strongest. 

The returned soldiers in the Gov-ernment service in this State were given a day off on full pay to give a welcome to " Billy." 

Those who had returned to work 
welcomed the' opportunity, and those 
who had not returned to work wished 
they had. 

It is argued that nothing but a re-distribution of seats will give 
Labor a chance to attain power in this State. A re-distribution of States 
and the abolition of State Parlia-
ments would put us on a sounder 
political and industrial basis. 
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The Railway Service of the State, 
as well as the State itself, suffered 
a, heavy loss on the second of this 
month, when ,Mr. E. B. Jones suc-
cumbed t,o an attack of influenza, 
after a short illness. 

That he was recognised as one of 
the Toremost railway men of Austra-
lia by the general public, gave sat-
isfaction to the service as a:whole, 
for he rose from the ranks. 

That Mr. Jones would have been 
Chief Commissioner in the very near 
future, desnite the tendencies of some 
sections la the Press and Parlia-
ment to look for expert railway 
knowledge from over seas as a car-
dinal qualification, is generally ad-
mitted. and that he would have 
filled the position with credit to him-
self and the State, goes without 
saving. 

His service with the Victorian 
Railway Department, and the good 
opinion of his capabilities, generally 
held, illustrated as perhaps nothing 
else could do, the fact that the ser-
vice can produce from within its 
ranks experts equal to those of any 
other country. 

No Victorian Commissioner need 
look for recognition, let alone credit, 
while alive from the railway experts 
of Collins Street, who can show the 
public how the railways ought to be 
run in their leading articles, buf 
could not appear before -the Royal 
Commission when given the oppor-
tunity and a wessing invitation to 
do so. The Commissioners of the 
pre,sent day have to submit to criti-
cism from the dailies of a character 
that is never -helpful and almost in-
variably must add greatly to that 
heavy burden of responsibility. 

As a probable future Commissioner, 
Mr. Jones was recognised by Sir 
Thomas Tait, to whom he was pri-
vate secretary. and he amply ful-
filled, when the chance came, the 
high opinion 'held of him by that 
gentleman, and others. 

His knowledge of " staff " matters 
was wonderful. and he had a keen 
insight into the intricacies of the 
working conditions of all grades of 
the service, which enabled him to 
readily grasp matters put forward bv 
deputations of the employees. and, 
while it often happened that his ans-
wers were disappointing to the men, 
he invariably created the impression 
that his decisions were, when un-
favourable, arrived at with reluc-
tance Ind regret. 

His death at the age of 49 years, 
in the early stages of the transition 
of the suburban service from steam 
to electric traction, to which he had 
devoted much time and study, is 
a serious loss to the State, and will 
be hard to fill. 

The funeral .w as attended by rep-
resentative men of all classes, and 
the Association adds its quota to 
the volume of regret at the loss of 
one of A.ustralials best Railway men. 

The death of our comrade Hughie 
Paynter, which occurred on the 

morning of the 8th August in the 
Ararat Hospital, from the dreaded 
"flu," has remoyed from our Midst 
a very promising young man, whose 
loss will be keenly felt by the mem-
bers of the Association and the Loco. 
Class, of which he was instructor. 
By his quiet, unassuming and genial 
nature he won the respect and es-
teem of his comrades. and he gladly 
devoted his time and energy in en-
deavoring to improve the lot of his 
fellow workers. and it is to be 
deeply regretted that he has passed 
away at the early age of 34 years, 
leaving a 'wife, in delicate health, 
and three young children. Feeling 
reference by the Chairman and other 
members was made to his many 
sterling qualities was made at our 
Branch meeting on Sunday, the 10th 
inst., and the meeting was adjourned 
for five minutes out of respect to 
his memory. He was buried in the 
Ararat Cemetery on Saturday after-
noon. 9th August, A large number 
of loco. and other railway employees 
marched in 'front of the 'hearse, 
which was followed by quite a large  

number of friends. To those who 
are left to mourn his loss the deep-
e,st sympathy of the Association is 
tendered. He was a good member, 
a good mate, and a good man, and 
his memory will long remain with 
those who knew him best. 

—A. E. Fltich. 

The death of Mr. F. E. Fewster 
has taken away from us one of the 
earliest battlers for the Drivers, 
Firemens and Cleaners' Association. 
About 186(6 a new system was in-
augurated on the Victorian Railways 
of training young Australians to be-
come loco. enginedrivers. They 
were to start as engine cleaners; 
ages to be between 17 and 21; cer-
tain rule,s and regulations were laid 
down for their training and system 
of promotion. Fewster was one of 
the,se. Therefore he became what 
might be called one of the second 
generation of enginedrivers. He 
khad a great sympathy for any of his 
mates that he thought were being 
unjustly treated. In those days 
there was no Union, as at present, 
for combined protection. Fewater 
6vas one of a few who were game 
to stand up and personally fight 
against what he thought was un-
just. On account of this he was 
warned and threatened with punish-
ment on many occasions. After hard 
battling, with the help of a few 
others, the present Locomotive As-
sociation was formed, under the 
motto of : " Defence, not De-
fiance. Being a keen debater, 
his evident honesty of purpose 
always got him a respectful 
hearing, and either before the Minis-
ter of Railways, Commissioners, or 
other railway officers, he invariably 
got some grievance rectified. When 
tne Railway Strike took place in 
1903 he had left the service, and 
although he did not believe ih the 
action taken by the men, he did 
not hide away, as many did-, as his 
photo. is to be seen in the seco-nd 
front row in the flashlight picture 
of enginemen meeting in the Trades 
Hall. For many years he was the 
Commissioners' special driver, open-
ing up the new lines. When the 
late Earl of Hopetoun arrived in 
Sydney to take up the duties of 
Governor-General, although then on 
a s ick bed, he sent a letter to Mr. 
Fewester, saying that now he was 
back in Australia again he trusted 
to have him again as his driver, so 
that they could again have a yarn 
together. One action stands greatly 
to his credit. In conjunction wIth 
J. Walker, Peter Gray, and J. Griff-
en and with the aid of the late W. 
J Evans, M.L.C., *then general sec-
retary of the Association, .they 
got the victimisation of the strikers 
stopped ,and the extent of their pun-
ishment reduced. One instance will 

The many friends of Driver 
Walter Walsh, formerly of Bal-
larat Branch, but recently sta-
tioned at Woomelang, will re-
gret to learn of his death. The 
deepest sympathy of the Mary-
borough Branch is extended to his 
widow a,nd children in their recent 
sad loss.—F. Chamberlain. 

The many friends and workmates 
of Mr. A. L. Hill, fireman at Benalla 
will regret to hear of the un-
timely death of his wife from 
influenza, which was aggravated by 
pneumonia, and although no pains 
were spared to effect her restora-
tion to health, she gradually sank 
and -died on Friday, August 1st., 
leaving a duaghter three years old 
land a s on 15 months old. Mrs. Hill, 
both before and after her marriage, 
was widely known and deeply re-
spected. The funeral cortege was 
a very long and representative one. 
Both the railway employees and the 
Benalla Football Club (of which body 
Mr. Hill was captain) were well re-
presented. Mr. Hill and family are 
assured of the heartfelt sympathy 
of every railwayman of their ac-
quaintance. The genial Les. has a 
host of friends in the service in 
different parts of the State, and 
they Will learn of the death of his 
wife at the early age of 28 years 
with feelings of regret and sym-
pathy.—P. Corboy. 

Death of Mr. E. B. Jones OBITUARY. 
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explain this. One driver, put off 
on pension, was only receiving four 
pounds per month, instead of nine 
pounds, was put right and the back 
money refunded. Many enginemen 
are receiving benefits to-day that 
were fought for by F. E. Fewster, 
whose loss will be mourned by many 
old Association 'members and Rail-
waymen generally. 

— 

It is with regret that we have to 
inform members of the death of 
Comrade Robert L. Tulloch, fireman 
at Morwell. Death occurred oh 26th 
July, from double pneumonia, sup-
ervening on influenza. Deceased 
'leaves a widow and family of three 
to mourn their loss. Much sympathy 
is felt for Mrs. Tulloch and family 
in their sad bereavement and our 
c,omrade's death is felt. greatly by 
members in this district. Bob' was 
an enthusiastic unionist, ag is illus-
trated by the fact that it was a 
regular thing 'for him to ride or 
drive in from Morwell to Traralgon 
to attend meetings affecting the in-
terests of Railwaymen. 

Early Days in the Victorian 
Railways. 

After giving a crude and simple 
description of the old class of engine 
and the working of themc I will now 
try to give an idea of the old class 
of enginemen employed in the open-
ing up of the railways in the early 
days. As the Geelong to Ballarat 
and Melbourne to Bendigo lines were 
opened about the same time, it was 
very hard to obtain mechanics or 
loco. 'drivers with running exper-
ience. Of course there were a few 
drivers and firemen who had been 
employed on the ballast engines for 
the ,contractors in the making of 
these lines; but these were not suf-
ficient when the lines were opened 
for passenger and goods traffic. Ag-
ain a number of them preferred to 
take their chance at the gold- dig-
gings, , then á gfeat attraction. The 
railways át this time were under the 
control of the Board of Land and 
Works, with the Minister of Rail-
ways as political head. Mr. Thos. 
Higginbotham was engineer-in-chief, 
Richardson, traffic manager; F. C. 
Chirstz, loco. superintendent. 
must say that these officers were 
well-liked and respected by all the 
employees; ih fact I do not remem-
ber any dissatisfaction being ex-
pressed against any of the old class 
of officers we had in those days. 
To find men to man the engines 
was no easy matter. Again, the 
idea at this ;time was that the engine 
driver must be a mechanic. And 
it was not until seven years later 
that this idea was exploded. The 
Houghton being shop manager. To 
give one example of this trouble  

to find men for the footplate, Mr. 
IV. Crawford (at present living in 
Middle-street, Ascot Vale), was work-
ing% at the bench in. the shop in 
1861. He wag driving afterwards 
for years and was foreman when he 
retired. He wa,s waited on by Mr. 
Thomas Higginbotham and Mr. F. C. 
Christy, and asked to go on the 
footplate. He did not want to go, 
but they pointed out how short-
handed they were, and persuaded 
him, and he went firing for Ned 
Jacks, Melbourne to Diggers Rest. 
The line was not opened through 
to Sunbury. And so he went out 
to get running experience. About 
thrs time there were twelve men 
imported by the Government 
from Great 13ritain, who had run-
ning experience. Certain promises 
were given these men, which, I 
regret to state, were not always 
fulfilled. I have before me at the 
present 'moment the original report 
of an accident that occurred in Feb. 
1861. This report was sent to F. C. 
Christy, loco. superintendent, to Thos. 
Higginbotham, engineer-in-chief. Thè 
following is an exact copy:— 
— 	 "Williamstown, 

"28th February, 1861. 
"Sir,— 

" I have the honor to report 
a, collision which took place to-day 
on the Essendon line, between No. 
8 engine, driver (Thomas Higgins), 
,fireman (J. M`Kenna) and No. 10, 
driver (Edward Jackson), fireman 
(no name given).. Upon the acci-
dent being reported to me I imme-
diately preceeded upon No. 8 engine 
up the line with a train of passen-
gers for ,the races. I found the 
trains in utter confusion, no time 
being kept, and the time of start-
ing, and not being aware of the 
arrangement of running. On pro-
ceeding as far as the Essendon Junc-
tion. The signal for entering the 
line was given. I then, enquired 
where the other two trains (the race 
train and the Essondon) were. This 

öne seemed to know. We put 
our train into the Junction siding. 
The siding being too short to hold 
the train, it blocked both lines. I 
immediately jumped trom the enoine 
a.nd ga,ve instructions for the t''rain 
to follow me slowly. I ran ahead of 
`this train, and stopped Jackson's 
train at the Newmarket siding. I 
brought my train into this siding, 
and sent Jackson on to Melbourne 
with instructions to return imme-
diately from Melbourne with pass-
engers, and that no train should 
leave Newmarket until he returned. 
This he did. In the interim the Es-

• sendon train had returned from the 
Racecourse to Newmarket, and was 
shunted up the Essendon line let-
ting Jackson proceed to the races 
with passengers. I then saw that 
it was advisable to take one train 
workshop was at Williamstown, Mr. 
two trains could not work safely 
upon a single line. Consequently I  

returned with Nè.- 8 and ceased run-
ning for the day. 

"Accompanying are the reports of 
both drivers. I do not attach any 
blame to either of them, as they 
appear to have lost time and got 
into 'confusion. Higgins' statement, 
together with that of the fireman, 
is that they were ordered to start 
by Mr. Richardson, so as to clear 
the Essendon Junction before the 
arrival there of Jackson. This they 
failed to do, and met in the cut-
ting. The accident would -have been 
serious had not both been running 
very carefully. As it is the only 
damage done is three buffers brok-
en. All the hands were perfectly 
sober and steady. The two drivers 
are the oldest on the Victorian lines 
and have been driving ever since the 
commencement of the lines, and be. 
fore they were open for traffic. 

" I have the honor to be, 
"Your most obdt. servant, 

"F. C. CHRISTY. 
" Thos. Higginbottem, 

" Engineer-in-chief." 
This report gives the names of 

the two drivers and one of the fire-
men. The E. Jackson is the Ned 
Jacks I have already written ab-
out. T. Higgins was driving for some 
years on the Geelong to Ballarat 
line. J. M'Kenna, the only fireman's 
name given, 'was afterwards loco. 
foreman at Ballarat and Melbourne; 
so it is pretty well certain. that 
these were about the first enginemen 
employed on the Government Rail-
ways. This report also throws a 
light on the difference in the race 
traffic in 1861 and 1919, and the 
electric trains now running over the 
spot where the collision happened. 
The Essendon line was made by 
a private company and had running 
privileo-es over the Government rail-
way ?rem Newmarket to Spencer-
street. The line Spencer-street to 
Newmarket was built by the Govern-
ment for the cattle market and then 
extended to the racecourse for the 
race traffic. It was evident that the 
Essendon Railway Co. was running 
a special race train on the day of 
the accident, from Essendon. This 
Co. afterwards went into liquidation, 
being a losing concern, and was 
closed for a number of years. It 
appears as if the Government rail-
way officers had a certain super-
vision to see that only capable driv-
ers were employed by the Company. 
An amusing thing occurred at about 
this time. 'A new driver had been 
engaged by the Co., and the night 
foreman at the loco. shed, which 
was then where the island platform 
is now in Spencer-street station. The 
night foreman's name was John Hos-
kins. He was afterwards loco. fore-
man at Benalia. However, "Old 
Johnny Hoskins," as he was usually 
off as there being only one siding 
called, went across to the passenger 
platform to meet the new driver, 



       

       

  

102 

 

THE POOTPLATE. 	 August -60, 1619. 

       

who was running his first trip. When 
he got on the footplate he asked 
the driver how he got on. The 
driver said, "Oh, splendid." O1d- 
Johhny looked at' the gauge glass 
and said it wa,s not showing any 
water in the boiler. 	The driver 
"Oh, I forgot all about the water. 
The, old man jumped off the engine 
and ran towards the loco. shed; cry- 
ing " Drop the fire, you fool; drop 
your fire,. ' Needless to say, the 
Company had to find a new driver: 

(To be continued.) 
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Answers to Correspondents 
Query—No; subscription is not corn-

pulsbry:' but there are less than 
one-fourth of the members who are 
not taking the " Footplate." 

0.B.U.—The matter will come up 
for discussion at the annual con-
ference, as well as the question of 
the formation of a Brotherhood. 

Digger.—The first is rather a mat-
ter' Tor-the R.S.A.; but the second 
shows bow inequitable our system 
of promotion is. A returned soldier 
engineman corning back to his job 
in any depot _in any other State of 
Australia, gets his rate of pay ac-
e rding to his years of service, re-
p.. Irclless of what class of work he 
is doing. In Victoria, unless he is-
fit to take up his work in the class 
t< which he is allotted, he is re-
duced- to the lowest rate of pay. 
4611MIRINIUMORWAIMIRMUNIMMINWill 

SPARKS. 
An old comrade of the footplate, 

in the person of Mr. Joe Burch, 
has taken over the license of the 
Railway Hotel, Newport. "Joe" 
always took an active and promi-
nent part in Association matters in 
Benalla in the stormy days prior 
to and after the 1903 strike, and 
when' it was found inevitable that 
men would have to be put off he 
eought fresh fields and pastures new. 
He will be glad to see Railway men 
at any time, and our comrades can 
extend their patronage to the Rail-
way Hotel, Newport, in the know-
ledge that the injector is turned on 
by an old loco. man who was al-
ways a good unionist. 

. News to hand from the Federal 
Secretary, Mr. G. Crossman, indieat-
ed that there is a possibility of the 
Federal Conference being held in 
October of this year. 

The influenza outbreak has caused 
the postponement of the Conference 
from time to time, and it looks as 
if the• recent outbreak in " Tassy " 
may hang things up again for a 
little while. 

There is plenty for it to do, and 
work of great importance to the 
future of the loco. Enginemen of 
Australia. 

-The shipping "strike" and• influ-
enza between them have give,n our 
members in most parts a heavy bur-

■den of work to carry, and has entail-
ed long hours and overtime and a 
vastly increased amount of Sunday 
duty. 

' While the men have responded to 
ale call made upon, them in the effort 
to meet the rush of traffic, it is felt 
by many that they are being im-
posed upon unduly, and "special ef-
forts" should be rewarded 'by "spe-
cial consideration." Is it to be the 
recognised principle that men will 
only be given special consideration 
when they show, a tendency to resort 
to direct a,ction to obtain it? 

Many men 'have responded gener-
ously to the call for funds to relieve 
the distress caused by the failure 
of the Federal Government to give 
the Seam/en a fair deal. 

It is up to those who have not 
so far thought about it to remember 
that while they are earning regular 
money there are other good union-
ists who are earning nothing. 

klven though the strike is settled 
at once, much distress will prevail 
for some time, so that those who 
are late in giving can make up both 
in lost time and opportunity next 
pay-day, and know that they are giv-
ing to a good cause, the cheerful 
giving to which will gladden their 
hearts and that of others. 

Several of the Country Branches 
have, in conjunction with their fel-
low unionists of the Railway Ser-
vice, organised 'methods of raising 
funds to assist, and have done Well. 
This shows a spirit of initiative and 
willingness to help that is encourag-
ing, and for which they deserve 
credit. 

The members of the Geelong 
Branch would do well 'to turn up to 
the Jneetings in 'greater force than 
What tliey are doing. Only ten 
members' present and no Sunday 
work, so what's the matter with 
them? Do they expect motors to 
bring them along? 

Nominations are being invited from 
persons eligible to contest the elec-
tion for, the Melbourne seat in the 
State House of Parliament in the 
L tboi interests. 

lt has been decided by the Execu-
tive that the General Secretary, Mr. 
A. S. Drakeford, should offer himself 
for selection, with' a VitiV to secur-
ing for Railwaymen a voice in the 
State House, and he has consented to 
do so. 

Maiii1RiittniMalilMORMUM-M63010 

Locomotive Football Club. 
Since last issue the Loco. Football 

team has • played several matches, 
results of•which have been supplied 
by Mr. George Churchill, Honorary 
Secretary. 

The match on 25th May resulted 
in a win for the "Loco." la'y 2 'goals 
8 behinds to a score of 8 behinds 
put up by their opponents, the Mel-
bourne Yard team. The Yard team, 
hewever, expect to win next time. 
They have been practising "kick-
ing" ever since, and reckon they can 
"reVerse" the scores the next 
game. 
• On Wednesday, Jane 2nd, a 
" challenge " match was played on 
North Melbourne ground • between 
two' teams picked from the Loco. 
Club. An excellent game resulted. 
the "Blues" eventually beating the 
"Reds" by 3 goals 6 behinds to 2 
:goals 4 behinds. For the first three 
quarters the scores were practically 
even, and excellent form was shown, 
but in the last quarter the "Blues" 
showed greater 'mileage" capacity 
and maintained a "higher pressure," 
their' "firing" (for goal) proving 
slightly better. The game demon-
strated the fact that a first-class 
team. can be. picked that will be 
able to hold its own with most 
other teams outside senior football. 

Several promising young players 
were. noticed, and some of the old 
"buffers" stood the bumps without 
a flinch. Several "springs" were 
broken, resulting in nothing more 
than a lost "mark" or a free "kiek," 
and while some of the players seem-
ed a bit "tender," the 'training" 
eince received will prevent their be-
ing "shunted" into a "siding" when 
there is a', strenuous match to be 
.played. 

The Reds vow that their opponents 
will hav,e the "Blues" after the next 
game, as they have been practising 
at ,"turning the tables" ever since. 

On the 9th of June the -Loco. 
sustained what is said to' be their 
,first defeat for years at the hands 
of a tearn from the Metropolitan 
Fire Brigade, the scores- being 7 
goals 5 behinds to 3 goals '5 be-
hinds. 
• While not wanting to "pour cold 
water''' on the well-earned victory 

-of the Firemen, who played a• good 
:game, our fellows 'point out fhat as 
they are used to "pulling together," 
they could not bring themselves to 
Noint of "beating the Firenien," but 
resolved to make science take the 
place of sentiment next game. 

The influenza has been making 
further toll upon our members. We 
have to record with regret the death 
of Mr. R. Tulloch, fireman of Mor-
well, and W. Walsh, driver, of Woo-
melang, and Mr. H. Paynter, of 
Ararat. 

tat._ 
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